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HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Friday,   Jpril  a8,    1797. 

THE  Earl  of  Chatham  brbught  up  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Secrecy,  which  was  laid  on  the  table,  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

Read  the  bills  upon  the  table. — Adjourned  to  Monday. 


^-    HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Friday,  April  1%. 

At  four  o'clock  there  were  an  hundred  members  prefent, 
which  was  a  fufficiem  number  to  make  a  Houfe,  but  there  be- 
ing only  37  Members  on  the  lift  inftead  of  49,  they  could  not 
make  a  ballot  for  a  Committee  to  try  the  merits  of  tha  Petition 
againft  the  ele6iion  ffar  the  comity  of  Kent,  which  l)eing  the 
firft  order  of  the  day,,  the  Speaker  adjourned  the  Houfc,  with- 
out doing  any  bufmefs,  till  the  neict  day. 

Saturday;  April  2^. 

Tht  Chancellor  rf  the  Exchequer  prefentcd  the  following  Mef- 
fage  from  his  Majcfty  : 

GEORGE  R. 
His  Majefty  recommends  it  to  the  Uoufe  of  Commons  to  confider  of  enabling 
his  Majcfty  to  make  Femictances  from  rime  to  time  to  be  applied  to  his  ferytce  in 
Ireltnd,  in  fuch  manner  as  iliall  be  approved  by  the  Parliament  o(  that  kingdom, 
CO  ao  amount  nor  exceeding  i,500|000l.  on  provifion  being  made  by  the  Parlia- 
IVcnt  of  Ii«liad  fbr  difcharging  the  intvreft  and  charges  of  a  loan  to  that  amount. 

•  Aii4  his  Majedy  recommends  to  the  Houfe  to  confidcf  of  guaranteeing  a  loan  on 
account  of  his  ally,  the  Emperor,  to  be  applied  in'  m:dclng  good  the  advances  to 
tlie  Amount  o'f  i,6oo,oool.  which  have  already  been  made  to  his  Imperial  Ma- 
jelly,  and  to  defray  t)te  charge  of  fuch  further  advances  as  his  Majefty  may,  from 
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time  to  rimcy  direct  to  be  made  jn  the  courfc  of  the  prefeot  jewj  to  ao  amoont 
Bor  exceeding  t^ooOyOool. 

Hit  Majefiy  trufti  that  he  (haU  experience  the  feaHy  coipc^rrence  of  hia  Aithfol 
CoflDiBOOty  at  thif  important  coojuocture,  in  a  oieafure  calculated  to  csahk  tho 
Rnperor  the  more  efiectualJy  to  continue  hia  cxertioos  for  the  fupport  of  the 
toaaum  caufe,  and  for  the  attainment  of  a  general  peace  on  fecure  and  eqqitahlt 

And  hia  Majefty  reliea  on  the  xcal  and  affectioa  of  hia  faithful  ConaoBa  to 
provide  lor  enabling  hit  Majefty  io  defray  foch  other  cxtnerdinaiy  expeacea  aa 
may  be  nece0ary  for  the  public  (ervicey  and  fo  take  fuch  naeafurea  aa  tlie  cxiganqr 
ot  aftdrt  may  require.  - 

O.K. 

-  On  the  Meflage  being  read  by  the  Speaker, 

The  Cbancelkr  of  the  Exchequer  moved,  that  it  be  taken  into 
eonGderation  on  Monday. — Ordered. 

The  Committee  of  Supply  and  Ways  and  Mans  was  put  o£F 
to  Monday  next. 

General  fFalpole  moved  for  a  copy  of  the  Treaty  between 
Governor  Trelawny  and  the  Maroons. 

The  Members  to  be  a  Cotpmittee  to  try  the  merits  of  the: 
eontefted  ele^n  for  the  county  of  Kent  were  chofen  by 
ballot. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS, 

MOHDAY,  JIfiljr  I. 

'  The  Lord  Chancellor  contjnviipg  indifpofed.  Lord  Kenyon  at- 
tended as  Speaker. 

'  The  newly  appointed  Bi(hop  of  Briftol  (Dr.  Cornwall)  was 
introdueed  with  the  ufual  forms^  fworn,  and  took  his. feat. 
The  Earl  of  Beverley  was  alfo  fworn,  and  took  his  feat. 

'Several  private  bills  were  brought  up  from  the  Houfe  of 
vommons. 

The  various  bills  upon  the  table  were  read  in  their  refpec-^ 
live  •ftages.^'-Among  thefe  was  the  Minute  of  Council  bill^ 
^ich  was  read  a  third  time  and  pa0ed. 

;  THE   CONF£]lENC£. 

On  the  Uiher  of  the  Black  Rod  appriling  the  Houfe  that  a 
number  of  Members  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  were  waiting 
for  a  conference  witli  their  LordOiips.in  the  Painted  Chamber, 
the  following  Peers  were  nominated  as  a  deputation  to  confer  ; 
with  the  Commons  on  the  part  of  the  Houfe: — Lords  Sydn^ 
(the  Chairman),  Hood^  EUiott^  Lyttleton,  Auckland^  Middle^ \ 
ton,  fPal/mgham,  ItSLvl  of  Berkeley^  and  the  Biibop  of  Brijlol. 

The 
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'  Th£  cbni^rence  took  place  in  the  Painted  Chamber  With 
the  accuftomed  forms.  The.  deputation  from  the  Commona 
Uras  headed' by  the  Afa/ier  of  the  Rolls ^  who  read  the  refolu* 
tions  agreed' to  by  that  Hoiife  re(peAing  a  plan  for  the  mor9 
cfiedoal  Promulgation  of  the  Statutes.  After  which  he  handed 
ovtfr  the  refeiutions  to  the  Chairman  (Lord  Sydney)  for  tb« 
conilderation  of  their  Lordfhips. 

On  the  return  of  the  deputation  into  the  Houfe,  Iiord  Syd'^ 
my  dated  to  their  Lordihips  the  proceeding  that  had  juft  taken 
plaGe.  -The  refections  ot  the  Commons  were  then  read,  and 
ordered  to  Ue  on  the  table. 

"After  fome  private  bufmels  had  been  difpofed  of,  thelioQiii 
aul  joumed  till  the  next  day. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
M0KDAY9  May  I. 

Colonel  Gafcwym  moved  for  leave  to  bring  In  a  bill  for  re* 

latiog  Fiiots  in  the  port  of  Liverpool. — Granted.  And 
elGafoojne  and  General  Tarleton  were  dircded  to  pre* 
pare  it. 

The  bill  for  Improving  the  Hatboar  of  Aberdeen  was  read  • 
fecond  time. 

A  Meflage  from  the  Lords  acquainted  the  Houfe,  that  they 
had  agreed  to  the  bill  for  continuing  and  confirming  the  Order 
of  Council  for  Reftri^ons  of  Payment  in  Specie  at  the  Bank^ 
and  to  feveral  private  billsy  without  any  amendment^  and 
wiflied  to  have  the  Reports  of  the  Committee  of  Secrecy^  ap- 
pointed by  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  laid  before  them.  In 
compliance  with  which  requeft»  the  Houfe  afterwards  agreed 
to  fend  printed  copies  of  the  report,  and  deputed  a  Mefleoger 
of  its  own,  Lord  Muncafier^  to  carry  up  the  lamtf. 

Mr.  Akhot  moved,  that  a  Committee  of  Managers  ihould  be 
appointed  to  hold  a  conference  with  the  Lords  upon  the  meant 
of  enforcing  a  better  Promulgation  of  the  Statutes ;  and  that 
the  faid  Committee  (bould  take  up  a  printed  copy  of  the  report 
and  refolutions  of  the  Committee  of  the  Houle  of  Commons. 
This  motion  was  agreed  to ;  and  the  Mafier  of  the  RolU^  Mr* 
jAbot^  tlie  Jbtmrmj  and  Solicitor  General,  the  Lord  Advocate  of 
Scotland,  Mr.  Serjeant  Adair,  Sir  fVilliam  Scott^  Mr.  £ankSf 
Mr.  Hawkins  Browne,  Mr.  Mainwaring,  Mr,  Bramflone,  and 
Mr.  Hobart  were  nominated  Managers  of  the  faid  Committee* 
Tbe  Coitnmittee  afterwards  held  a  conference  with  the  Lords 
in  the  Painttd  Chamber  \  and  the  MsJIer  oftb9  Rolls  itgotxadp 

B  3  that 
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that  they  had  left  the  printed,  copies  of  the  report  and  refo- 
lutions.  ' 

Mr«  H.  Cox  wtihed  to  have  a  further  time  allowed  for  com- 
pleting the  cavalry  corps. 

Thd  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  replied,  that  he  AioulJ,  on 
a  future  day,  pi'opofe  to  bring  in  a  h\\\  to  that  efFcft,  unlefs 
anticipated  by  any  other  perfon. 

DISTILLERIES    IN    SCOTLAND, 

.  Mr.  Grey  faid^  he  had  received  a  petition  which,  upon  the 
fcore  of  policy  and  juftice,  was  entitled  to  the  attention  of  the 
Houfe.  The  petition  was  from  the  diilillers  in  the  Lowlands 
of  Scotlaiidv  IVevious  to  1786  the  diftilleries  hi  the  Lowlands 
of  Scotland  wg'e  excifed  at  fo  much  per  gallon,  but  in  that 
year  the  mode  of  collecting  the  duties  was  altered,  and  they 
were  levied  upon  the  ftill.  At  the  fame  time  an  exception 
was  made  in  favour  of  the  Highlands,  upon  fome  local  con- 
fiderations,  many  of  which  are  now  no  longer  preffing.  The 
originzil  duty  of  the  Lowlands  was  il.  los.  per  gallon,  and  that 
^  the  Highlands  il.  In  1793,  ^.  more  was  levied  upon  the, 
4iftMteries  in  the  Lowlands,  while  no  additional  duty  Was  le- 
vied upon  the  Highlands,  which  had  the  further  advantage  of 
an  exemption  alfo  upon  the  malt.  The  duties  on  diilillerte& 
in  the  Lowlands  were  afterwards  doubled,  and  at  length  rofe 
from  il.  los.  to  s8l«  per  gallon,  and  with  the  addition  of  other 
duties  impofed  thisfeflion,  amounted  to  54I.  per  gallon  on  the 
ftilly  while  the  Highland  diAiileries  ^contributed  no  more  to  the 
revenue  than  the  fum  of  2I.  ros.  Up6n  this  account  the  pe- 
titioners complained,  that  it  was  impoflible  to  carry  on  their 
bttfinefs,  becaufe  a  great  encouragement  was  given  in  confe- 
^eFK:e  to  fmUggling,  and  becaufe  it  was  difficult  to  decide 
vpon  the  line  of  demarcation  between  the  Highlands  and  the 
Lowlands.  .  Tliey  therefore  prayed  the  Houfe  either  to  reduce 
the  duties  on  the  fiills  in  the  Lowlands  of  Scotland,  or  encreafe* 
the  duties  on  the  Highlands  to  a  proportionate  rate.  This  Mr. 
Grey  conceived  to  be  both  the  policy  and  intereft  of  the  Houfe 
to  do ;  and  he  accordingly  moved  for  leave  to  prcfent  the  pe- 
tition. . 

.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  did  not  rife  to  obj«6t  to  the 
bringing  up  of  the  petition,  provided^  it  was  properly  drawn  up. 
Of  this,  howevei-,  he  entertaine^d  fome  doubl ;  and  the  Houfe 
was  aware^  that  by  the  orders  of  the  Houfe,  no  i?etition  could 
be  prefented  again(l  any  Tax  bill  in  the  courfe  of  the  fefiion  ia 
which  that  bill  was  pafled. 

f  The  Speaker  (ufpcGting  there  was  no  caufe  for  this  oWeftion^ 
£iice  jtb&  petition  pt;ayed  for  an  alternative  which  it  left  fo  the 
;     «        •  '    •  option 
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option  of  the  Houfe  either  to  reduce  the  duties  in  the  Lowlafnds, 
or  to  encreafe  tiiem  in  the  Highlands, 

Mr.  Grey  read  the  petition. 

The  Chancellor  of  the- Exchequer  Was  fat;isfied  with  the  pro* 
priety  of  the  diction,  bat  wifhed  to  fay  a  word  of  two  upon  the 
faA.  He  truded  the  Houfe  and  the  hon.  Gentleman  would  dohim 
the  juftice  to  recolle£l,  that  he  expreffed  it  to  be  his  intention  laft 
feffionto  encreafe  the  duties  on  the  diilillcriesof  theHighlandl^ 
and  he  now  undertook  to  inform  the  Houfe  that  he  had  not  abait* 
doned  that  intention,  but  that  he  had  alfo  propofed  fome  r^o- 
lations  concerning  the  line  of  dcmarkation,  upon  which  fome 
pains  had  been  taken  to  invedtgate  the  fubje£l,  and  he  was 
already  aided  by  the  affiftance  of  an  honourable  and  learned 
Friend  near  him  (the  Lord  Advocate)  to  carry  his-  intention 
into  fpeedy  execution. 

Mr.  Grey  faid  he  under ftood  it  to  be  his  intention  to  com* 
prife  the  whole  of  his  duty  tipon  the  ft  ills  in  the  Highlands  at 
61.  per  gallon,  which  he  thought  too  great  a  difference  from 
the  fum  of  54I.  levied  in  the  Lowlands,  and  fuggefted  whether 
fomcthing  more  might  not  be  added  to  the  former. 

The  petition  was  then  brought  up  and  read,  and  ordered  V^ 
be  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  S/.  John  gave  notice  that  ht  (hould  defer  his  motiotv 
concerning  the  deaths  and  cafualties  of  the  BritiOi  forces  in  St« 
Domingo  from  Friday  to  Monday  next.  He  then  moved  for 
an  account  of  all  the  bilk  drawn  upon  the  Treafury  from  Sn 
Domingo,  from  the  beginning  of  the  war  to  the  lateft  porioJ 
in  which  the  accounts  could  be  made  up. — Ordered. 

Mr.  Ryder  brought  in  the  bill  for  indcMnnrfying  the  Go- 
vernor, Deputy  Governor,  and  perfons  adling  in  the  Britiftt 
Colonies,  who  had  permitted  the  imjwrtation  .of  goods  into 
thofc  Colonies  in  foreign  bottoms.  The  bill  was  read  a  firft 
time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  fecond  time  the  next  clay. 

The  Mafter  of  the  Rolls  moved,  "  That  the  Report  on  the 
abfence  of  Gentlemen  when  the  Houfe  failed  to  make  a  ballot 
on  Friday,  be  poftponed  to  Monday. — Ordered. 

•HIS  majesty's  message. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  moved  the  order  of  the 
Jay  on  the  meflfage  from  his  Majefty. 

The  meflage  was  then  read,  and  referred  to  a  Committee 
of  Supply,  as  was  alfo  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Se- 
cfccy. 

On  the  queiiion  being  put.  That  the  fpeaker  fliould  leave 
tbe  chair. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Fox  faidy  he  did  not  mean  to  oppofe  the  motion,  ^uf 
he  wifhed  to  have  an  anfwer  to  that  qUeflion  before  th^ 
Houfe  proceeded  to  the  bufmefs  which  was  now  beforeiCJ 
When  we  were  hearing  every  day  of  ,what  had  paffed  at* 
Pohfmouthi  it  was  neceflary  to  know  fomethiog  in  that 
.Houfe  o%ially  upon  that  fubjcA.  The  neceifary  arrange** 
inents  which  would  take  place  in  confequence  of  the  late^ 
events,  mud  create  very  confiderable  cxpence,  for  which 
Parliament  muft  provide.  That  was  an  expencc  in  one- 
point  of  view  of  confiderable  importance.  But  in  anotlier 
point  of  view  the  matter  was  of  more  importance  than  any 
conflderation  of  the  expence  could  be.'  It  had  in  that  view' 
created  more  uneafinefs  in  the  mind  of  every  thinking  man 
in  this  country,  than  he  chofe  at  this  moment  to  exprefs* 
Me  had,  therefore,  on  a  former  day  aflced,  when  it  was  pro-* 
bable  that  official  information  (hould  come  before  the'Houfe } 
that  queftion  was  then  anfwered  in  a  general  way,  by  an' ' 
intimation  that  a  communication  would  be  made  to  the 
Houfe  as  foon  as  poffible.  Since  which  a  confiderable  time 
had  elapfed,  and  no  communication  had  been  made.  He 
was  therefore  under  the  neceflity  of  repeating  his  queftion. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  that  in  the  courfe  of 
a  day  or  two  a  fum  of  money  would  be  propofed  to  be  vote4 
by  Parliament  upon  the  fubje£t  alluded  to  by  the  right  ho^ 
nourable  Gentleman. 

The  Speaker  then  left  the  chair,  and  the  Houfe  refoIvo4 
itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe  on  the  King's 
tnefTage. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  one  part  of  his  Ma- 
jefty's  metfage  recommends  it  to  this  Houfe  to  confider  of 
enabling  his  Majefty  to  make  remittances  from  time  to 
time,  to  be  applied  to  his  fervice  of  Ireland.  The  other 
part  is  an  application  from  his  Majefly  to  this  Houfe,  to 
enable  his  Majcfty  to  make  advances  to  the  Emperor  from 
time  to  time  in  the  prcfent  year,  as  well  as  to  make  provi- 
fion  for  the  advances  which  have  been  already  made  to  his 
Imperial  Majefty.  The  former  of  thofe  comes  under  the 
vote  of  cre(tit.  I  will  not  trouble  the  Committee  with  any 
obfervations  on  that  part  which  refpeds  the  aid  to  Ireland, 
becaufe  I  am  apprehenfive  that  upon  that  part  of  the  fub*- 
jed  there  is  no  variety  of  opinion.  But  the  other  part  of 
it  is  fuch,  that  I  cannot  even  in  this  conjundure,  hope  that 
there  is  no  difference  of  opinion.  From  what  I  have  heard ' 
on  a  former  day  vfheo  this,  fubjeft  was  incidentally  men-» 

tionedy 
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tiooed^  I  ciDiiot  fay  I  am  fanguine  enough  to  tnift  that  the 
Committfie  will  be  entirely  unanimotis.  1  am  aware  that 
tke  motion  which  I  ihatl  conclude  with  will  be  ofaje^ltd 
to ;  biit  umiU  I  bear  the  objections  I  fhail  content  myfelf 
With  ftat log  very  ihortly  the  nature  of  the  queftion  which 
is  now  before  the  Committee  ;  which  I  (hall  Dot  detain 
by  imagining  to  them  arguments  in  favour  of  the  general 
policy  of  our  endeavouring,  while  the  war  continues,  to 
avail  ourfelves  of  the  afliftance  and  co-operation  of  the  Em- 
peror, and  of  the  propriety  of  our  granting  to  him  a  pecu- 
niary fiiccour  in  the  performance  of  that  fervice,  to  enable 
him  to  continue  it.  There  was  a  period,  in  the  prefent 
lellion,  in  which  there  was  a  general,  and  almoft  univerfal 
concurrence  in  this  point.  That  there  would  be  nothing 
more  deftrable  on  our  part  than  that  of  having  the  vigorous 
^o-operation  of  his  Imperial  Majefty  in  the  profecution  oiF 
the  prefent  conteft,  in  order  to  bring  it  to  a  conclufion  as 
favourable  to  us  as  poflible,  which  we  cannot  ratonally  hope 
for  unlefs  we  afford  to  his  Imperial  Majefly  pecuniary  aid. 
This  is  a  topic  which  has  already  undergone  fo  much  dif- 
cuffion,  that  it  is  hardly  poffible  for  me  to  advance  any 
•  thing  new  upon  it.  Indeed  it  can  do  no  more  than  remind 
the  Houfe  of  what  it  has  expreffed  already  by  its  votes  upon 
that  fubjed.  I  mufl,  however,  obferve  in  pafling^  that  it 
was  contended  by  thqfe  who  profeiTed  themfelves  friendly 
to  the  meafures  of  Government,  that  while  we  are  Engaged 
in  this  war,  we  fhould  exert  ourfelves,  as  much  as  poflibley 
in  the  profecution  of  fuch  meafures  as  tend  to  a  diverfion 
of  the  force  of  the  enemy,  in  a  conteft  which  afFefts  the  in- 
tereft,  at  leaft,  if  it  does  not  threaten  the  fafety  of  this  coun* 
try.  That  general  principle  was  hardly  ever  denied  by  any 
one.  The  only  queflion  has  always  been,  *<  how  far  the 
inconvenience  of  lending  remittances  abroad  could  tend  to 
counterad  the  advantages  which  muft  refu't  to  us  from  the 
co-operation  of  his  Imperial  Majefty  ?"  In  difcufling  that 
queftion  due  attention  has  been  paid  to  real  oeconomy,  to 
the  eSc€t  which  foreign  remittances  from  us  would  have 
00  the  courfe  of  exchange,  to  the^efFed  which  it  would  have 
00  the  internal  flate  of  the  country,  and  the  circumftances  re* 
lativ^  to  the  Bank.  On  our  part,  it  was  contended,  that 
die  remittances  propofed,  and  afterwards  agreed  to  Ey  par* 
liamcnty  ^ere  agreeajbly  to  true  policy  even  in  point  of 
cpconomy ;  that  the  fums  were  fmall  in  proportion  to  the 
beneficial  effeds  {o  be  expcdied  by  the  divexfion  which  the 

Emperor 
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Emperor  would  make  to  the  force  of  the  enemy,  and  which 
would  lead  to  a  conclufion  of  the  conteft  on  the  mod  fa* 
vourable  terms.  Such  was  the  coufe  of  our  arguments  on 
the  board  and  general  bafis  of  the  contefl.  On  the  nar- 
rower view  of  the  quedion,  we  contended,  that  with  re- 
ference ta  our  credit  at  home,  to  the  circulation  of  fpeeie, 
10  the  period  at  which  the  Bank  would  be  enabled  to  refume 
it  payments  and  operations  in  the  ufual  manner,  to  every 
thing  connected  with  our  commercial  credit  at  home,  inde- 
pendeiU  of  our  foreign  trade  and  commerce,  and  the  courfe 
^  exchange,  the  advantages  which  we  might  gain  by  the 
diverfion  which  the  Emperor  made  to  the  force  of  the  enemy, 
was  an  advantage  of  a  much  higher  value  than  that  which 
could  pofTibly  be  expeded  by  our  having  withheld  our  for- 
eign remittances.  Feeliiig  that  in  the  courfe  of  commerce, 
the  means  of  carrying  it  on,  on  our  part,  were  improved  in 
9  manner  that  was  eflential  to  your  intereft  by  making  thefe 
foreign  remittances.  Parliament  confidered  that  the  real 
halance  was  in  your  iavour,  in  confequence  of  thefe  remit- 
tances, and  therefore  they  agreed  to  make  them.  The  Houfe 
is  in  poirellioD  of  the  report  of  the  Secret  Committee,  whofe 
labours  were  taken  up  in  enquiring  into  the  caufes  of  the 
^fcontinuance  of  the  payment  in  fpecie  by  the  Bank,  by 
which  it  appears  to  be  their  opinion  that  the  caufes  were 
numerous ;  and  it  is  evident  to  every  one  who  will  take  the 
trouble  of  examining  the  fubjed,  that  the  caufe  which  led 
tp  the  a6lual  neceflity,  which  the  committee  agree  in  report- 
ivgexifted,  of  deferring  payment  in  cafh,  arofe  from  no 
foreign  reiiiittance  whatever ;  more  remote  caufes  have  con- 
tributed to  that  cfFcd  ;  they  are  many  each  having  its  (hare 
in  diminiHiing  the  cafh  in  the  Bank,  and  bringing  it  to  the 
fituation  which  compelled  it  to  take  the  fteps  that  were 
taken.  It  would  bedifHcult,  I  believe  impofltble,  to  give 
to  each  of  thofe  remote  caufes  its  due  fhare  in  producing 
the  fufpenfion  of  payment  in  cafh  at  the  Bank.  The  quef- 
tion  upon  that  fubjed  is  not  to  be  determined  eaflly.  It 
not  only  requires  that  we  fhould  know  how  much  fpecie  or 
bullion  was  drained  out  of  the  country  by  the  extraordinary 
expences  of  the  war,  but  alfo  to  the  various  commercial 
ttanfa£iions  in  which  this  country  has  been  concerned  with 
foreign  parts;  that  again,  will  involvethe  complicated  and 
intricate  queftions  of  the  caufe  of  the  balance  of  trade,  courfe 
of  exchange,  and  a  vaft  number  of  other  topics,  each  in  its 
turn  having  the  ihare  more  or  lefs  in  the  draining  of  fpbcie. 
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But  ia  viewing  them  all,  I  think  it  hardly  poffible  for  any 
one  td  entertain  an  opinion  thai  the  remittances  to  the  Em- 
peror were  the  immediate,  or  <much  lefs  the  exclufive  caufe 
of  the  ftoppage  of  payment  by  the  Bank  in  cafli :  to  what 
cfegree  thefe  remittances  were  any  caufe  of  that  preflure  is  a 
poinion  which  opinions  are  very  various.     But  it  is  a  great 
confolation  to  us  to  refled,  that  great '^  as  has  been  the  drain 
upoo  U&,  that  even  while  that  drain  continued,  whatever 
was  the  temporary  confe<]ueace,  fuch  was  the  effcSt  of 
our  flourilhing  commerce  that  even  in  the  laft  year   the 
courfe  of  exchange  became  more  favourable  to  this  country 
than  it  was  at  the  beginning  of  it.     It  alfo  appears  that 
circumftances  of  a  temporary  nature  have  had  great  eflFeft  in 
dimi^iihing  our  fpecie.     The  late  fcarcity,  which  was  fo 
feverely  felt  in  this  country,  had  a  much  more  confiderable 
effeS  in  draining  our  fpeciC)  than  any  loan  that  was  fent  to 
the  Emperor.     Seeing  that,  notwithftanding  all  thefe  caufes, 
many  of  which  have  now  ceafed,  and  of  their  return  there 
is  no  reafonable  apprehenfion,  the  courfe  of  exchange  has 
become  more  favourable  even   during  the  continuance  of 
the  prefliire,  there  is  great  reafon  to  be  fatisfied  that  our 
commerce  is  ftill  fiourifhing.     Perceiving  that  the  drain  on 
account  of  the  fcarcity  of  corn  was  one  great  caufe  of 
fcarcity  of  (pecie^  and  perceiving  that  we  jure  not  likely  to 
feel  a  fimilar  evil,  I  fee  no  reafon  why  a  moderate  remittance 
to  the  Emperor  ought  to  alarm  us,  elj^ecially  when  we  fee 
that  it  is  poflible  that  fuch  a  remittance  may,  inftead  of 
aggravating  the  weight,  upon  us,  tend  to  relieve  us  from  it. 
Feeling  it  to  be  the  general  opinion  of  the  Houfe,  and  be-» 
lievingit  to  be  the  general  opinion-  of  the  country,  that  it 
is  defirable  we  (hould  have  the  vigorous  co-operation  of  the 
Emperor  in  this  conteft,  and  knowing  we  cannot  expert 
that  co-operation  unlefs  we  afford  pecuniary  aid  to  his  Im- 
perial Majefty,  a  principle  fo  often  confirmed  by  this  Houfe» 
that  I  can  bardlv  fufrer  myfelf  to  hefitate  as  to  what  will 
be  the  deciflon  ox  the  Committee  to-night,  1  (hall  therefore 
move  a  refolution  to  enable  his  Majefty  to  make  advances 
from  time  to  time  to  the  Emperor,,  to  the  amount  of  throa 
millions  and  an  half,  to  be  repaid  hy  his  Imperial  Majefty. 
But  I  (ball  firft  obferve  that  the  fun%   of  aoo^oool.  already 
voted  h  iududed  in  this  fum,  as  alCo  the  (urn  of  i,6oo,ooqK 
a1re3<i^  advanced  to  his  Imperial  Majefty,  fo  that  the  fum 
now  propofed  to  be  advanced  is  about  i,}(8oyOool. 

He  then  moved  the  firft  lefottttiooy  tgt  cnahkbU  M^«fty 
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to  makes  advanee  to  the  above  amount,^  and  to  guarantee  the- 
loan.  to  the  Emperor. 

Mr.  Fox  in  reply  faid,  I  flattered  tnyfelf  that  after  tlie  Re- 
port of  the  Committee  had  been  put  into  the  hands  of  every 
Mcmter  of  this  Houfe,  they  would  have  feen  the  confdquencc 
of  fending  more  money  abroad  in  too  alarming  a  point  of  view 
to  hear  with  patience  the  propofal  which  is  now  made  to  the 
Committee;  foV  however  the  right  honourable  Gentleman 
may  exuJt  in  the  flourifliing  (late  of  our  commerce,  however 
he  Biay  endeavour  to  diminish  the  efiedt  of  fending  money  to- 
the  Emperor,  by  comparing  it  with  other  caufes  which  have 
produced  the  prcfent  fcaicity  bf  calh,  and  however  he  may 
deny  what  never  was  alferted,  that  it  was  the  cxclufive  cauie 
of  the  fcarcity ;  it  is  impofiible  for  any  man  who  has  examined 
the  matter  to  have  any  doubt  that  nhe  fending  of  money  to  the 
Emperor,  has  been  one  gfeat  caufe  of  the  prefent  fcarcity  of 
ca{h.    I4ay  a  great  and  principal  caufe  y  but  the  right  honour-* 
able  Gentleman  confiders  the  impoctation  of  corn  as  one  of  th(t 
great  caufes  of  the  drain  of  fpecie  in  this  country  ;  I  admit  it 
to  be  fo ;  I  hope  a  fimilar  evil  will  not  recur;  but  it  is  impof- 
fible  to  be  fure  of  that  fmce  it  mnifi  depend  upon  events  that 
are  yet  to  come ;'  but  the  great  evil  with  us  now,  is  our  own 
internal  fituation.     Do  you  not  feel  the  weight  of  the  misfor- 
runes  of  the  prefcnt  year  f  No,  you  cannot  yet  feel  them  all,, 
for  they  have  not  yet  prcffed  upon  you  fo.mtich  as  they  will 
when  you  endeavour  to  raife  the  mpney  which  has  lx:en  voted : 
Remember  that  you  have  no  reafon  to  think  you  can  conjec- 
ture when  your  prcffure  will  terminate.     The  propofitioa 
which  is  now  to  come  immediately  before  us,  ftates  the  necef-. 
fity  of  a  large  loan,  which  this  country  is  to  guarantee  foF 
Ireland;  a  circumftauce  which  ought  to  alarm  every  Member 
of  this  Houfe,  for  without  entering  upon  the  propriety  of  that 
meafure  now,  you  Aould  tliink  ot  the  cfFedt  which  that  muft 
have  upon  this  country.     You  will  find  that  fum  of  a  million 
and  a  half  very  confide rable  at  this  moment.     You  ihould 
think  which  is  mnft  neccffary  for  you,  affiftance  to  Ireland,  or 
afiiftance  to  the  Emperor  ?  \u  this  view  of  things,  I  own,  I 
was  never  more  furprifed  in  my  life,  than  I  was  at  the  propor- 
tion which  is  now  before  you  ;  think  only  of  the  time   in 
which  it  comes ;  the  Minifter  refers  to  a  triumphant  argument^ 
that  the  determination  of  Parliament  has  already  fandlioned 
the  principle  of  fending  money  abroad.     That  fort  of  triumph 
which  follows  from  the  refled:ion,  that  a  majority  of  Parlia- 
ment have  confided  in  his  opinion,  and  broMght  this  country 
ta  its  prefcnt  calamity,  ccrtaijily  belongs  to  that  right  honour- 
ablet 
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able  Gentleman  ;  but  I  afk  the  Committee,  in  what  (late  it  is 
that  wc  now  come  to  the  qucRion  which  is  before  us  ?  In  a 
Hate  in  which  we  do  not  know  that  the  Emperor  has  not  con- 
cluded a  Peace,  We  do  know  that  an  armiftice  for  fix  days 
'has  been  agreed  upon  between  the  Emperor  and  the  forces  of 
the  French  Republic.  I  have  read  the  accounts  of  this  ar- 
miftice ;  the  Emperor,  in  alluding  to  his  hopes  of  Peace,  fays, 
**  Thai  he  trufts  the  enemy  will  at  length  confent  to  accept 
**  equitable  conditions,"  and  fo  on,  and  tlien  makes  ufe  of  ge- 
neral expreflions  about  his  not  •*  derogat-mg  from  the  dignity 
**  of  his  Imperial  Majefty,  and  the  honour  of  the  nation  he 
**  has  the  happincfs  to  govern ;  and  that  he  con&des  in  the 
•'  affiflance  and  fuppport  of  his  faithful  fubjefts."  I  looked 
with  care  and  caution  over  the  whole  of  the  Vienna  Court 
Gazette,  and  I  could  not  fee  the  name  of  Great  Britain,  nor 
could  I  find  that  one  word  was  uttered  about  any  Ally  of  his. 
Imperial  Majefty.  Why  ?  Becaufe  the  Emperor  (whether 
fincere  or  nor,  I  am  not  now  difcuffing)  knows  that  the  only 
ohjeft  he  has  in  view  is  to  fatisfy  his  own  jieople,  and  that  he 
looks  to  them  as  the  only  perfons  whom  he  is  to  fatisfy ;  from 
this  follows  an  armiftice  of  fix  days ;  whence  I  conclude  that 
the  Emperor  may  agree  upon  peace  without  confulting  our  in- 
tereft.  I  fhould  have  thought  that  the  Miivifter  would  not 
have  been  fo  very  impatient  as  not  to  wait  the  event  of  this 
armiftice,  before  he  called  upon  the  Houie  to  vote  this  money 
to  the  Emperor.  There  is  additional  information  arrived  in 
town  this  day  from  die  p»rt  of  the  world  to  which  I  have  been 
alluding,  I  do  not  affedt  to  detail  it,  but  the  fubftance  of  it  is, 
*  That  the  armiftice  is  to  be  prolonged  for  three  days ;'  whit 
is  to  be  gathered  from  that  event?  Why,  that  they  are  in  hopes 
of  a  negociation,  in  which  the/e  is  no  probability  of  our  in- 
tereft  being  included,  fince  we  are  not  fo  much  as  mentioned. 
Where,  in  the  name  of  God,  is  the  hurry  for  this  money  being 
voted?  What  reafon  has  the  Houfe  of  Commons  of  Great 
Britain  to  take  a  flep  fo  hazardous  ?  Why  fo  eager  to  vote 
away  the  money  of  the  people?  Whether  this  Ally  of  ours 
will  be  compelled  to  make  peace  without  us,  I  am  not  nowan^ 
ticipating.  I  think  I  fee  what  is  moft  probable  in  that  partis 
^ular.  I  do  not  think  it  my  duty  to  enter  into  ^ny  difcufTion 
upon  that  matter  now  ;  but  1  do  think  it  my  duty  to  call  ^jpon 
this  Houfe  to  wait  until  we  learn  the  event  of  the  armiftice 
that  has  been  agreed  on.  If  we  wait,  and  find  that  peace  has 
cot  been  the  confequence  of  the  negociation  between  the  Em- 
peror and  the  Ffcnch  Republic,  we  may  then  hear  the  grounds 
lopon  which  the  negociation  was  broken  off,  and  not  thus  vote 
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away  the  ptrblic  money  m  the  dark.  But  let  me  put  another 
cafe ;  fuppofe  thp  war  fliould  continue,  will  it  not  be  a  necef- 
fary  thing  for  us  to  know  the  points  on  which  the  propofed  ne- 

S elation  was  broken  oflF,  before  we  vote  our  money  to  the 
mpcror?  Shall  we  vote  money  before  we  know  that  the 
points  on  which  the  Emperor  infifts  are-cffcntial  to  the  general 
jntcr^fts  of  Europe  ?  For  any  thing  which  we  can  know  to  the 
contrary,  thefe  two  millions,  whidi  wc  arc  now  called  upon  to 
vote  to  the  Emperor,  may  be  for  the  attainment  of  obje£^s 
which  may  appear  to  us  to  be  detrimental  to  the  general  in- 
terefis  of  Europe.    With  regard  to  Belgium,  that  is  a  part  for 
which  I  prefume  the  Emperor  in  the  prefent  pofture  of  affairs, 
will  not  very  obft'mately  negociate,  or  for  the  attainment  of 
which  he  will  rifle  the  fafety  of  his  capital  and  his  whole  people; 
But  let  us  fuppofe  (for  afiairsare  now  in  fuch  a  ilate  that  a  man 
may  aimoft  Aippofe  any  thing)  that  the  Emperor  and  the 
French  ihould  agree  that  certain  provinces  in  the  Palatinate, 
or  Bavaria,  or  any  provinces  in  Italy,  fhould  be  held  by  any 
of  die  branches  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria,  and  th^t  wc  (hould  hie 
of  opinion  that  fuch  a  plan  would  he  highly  injurious  to  the 
balance  of  power  in  Europe,  and  fhould  even  be  determined 
to  oppofe  it  as  we  had  oppofcd  in  former  wars ;  what,  in  fuch 
a  cafe,  would  you  think  of  voting  away  millions  of  your  money 
to  facilitate  the  accomplifhment  of  that  which  you  would  give 
as  many  millions  more  to  oppofe  ?  All  this  you  may  be  doing 
for  any  thing  you  know  to  the  contrary,  and  which  you  may- 
avoid  by  only  waiting  a  few  days.  You  are  going  to  give  your 
money  to  a  power  which,  inaeed,  yon  call  your  Ally,  but 
which  you  do  not  know  whether  he  is  your  Ally  or  not,  or 
ivhether  he  may  not  at  this  very  moment  he  the  Ally  of  your 
enemy.     It  may  be  fald,  that  when  we  vote  this  money  to  his 
Majefty,  it  will  be  in  the  power  of  the  Executive  Government 
to  defer  the  fending  it  away  in  cafe  there  (hould  be  any  reafon 
for  it.     To  which  1  anfwer,  that  this  Houfe  ought  not  to  vote 
away  the  money  of  the  people  in  that  manner,  the  more  efpe- 
cially  when  there  can  be  nothing  lofl  by  taking  time  to  wait 
for  an  event  that  may  render  the  vote  novf  propofed  unnecefla- 
ry,  and  even  ridiculous. 

With  refpcft  to  the  bufincfs  of  Ireland,  I  certainly  ftiall  not 
oppofe  the  loan  propofed ;  not  that  I  do  not  think  it  extremely 
important;  not  that  I  do  not  think  that  a  million  and  a  half 
even  to  the  Sifter  Kingdon\  is  a  great  deal  for  Great  Britain  to 
-grant  in  her  prefent  embarraflinent.  There  is  however  no- 
.  5iing  that  we  do  not  owe  to  Ireland  ;  and  therefore  I  cannot 
cibjcd  to  any  aid  that  is  propofed  to  it ;  but  liere  I  cannot  help 
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bbferving  on  the  dreadful  meafures  which  have  been  piirfued, 
and  which  have  brought  it  into  its  prefent  fituation  ;  on  the 
dreadful  meafures  that  are  ftill  purfuing  to  bring  it  into  a  dill 
worfe  !  When  I  fee  means  ufed  towards  .Ireland  fuch  as 
were  ufed  towards  our  colonies  in  America,  when  I  fee  the 
fame  temper  obferved,  when  I  fee  the  fame  vain  hopes  are 
entertained  (vain,  indeed!)  of  preferving  dominion  over 
our  fellow  lubje^s  by  force  of  arms,  when  I  hear  opi- 
nions openly  avowed  that  are  hofiile  to  all  good  Govern- 
ment, when  I  fee  that  it  is  a  part  of  the  policy  of  the 
Executive  Government  to  treat  as  rebels  all  who  are  dif- 
contented,  when  whole  provinces  are  declared  to  be  in  a  (late 
of  rebellion,  when  I  refle£t  what  the  ifluc  has  been  of  fuch 
policy  already,  when  I  remember  that  36  millions  of  money 
have  been  voted  in  this  feflion  already,  and  know  our  re- 
fources  to  be  fad  exhaufling ;  when  I  remember,  fee,  fed, 
and  reflect,  I  fay,  on  all  thefe  things,  I  cannot  proceed  but 
with  a  trem1>Iing  hand ;  I  cannot  help  fearing  that,  under 
the  prefent  fyftem  of  Government,  we  may  do  more  harm 
than  gopdby  granting  this  vote  even  to  the  fifter  kingdom  : 
that  vote,  however,  I  cannot  oppofe.  But,  with  regard  to 
the  vote  to  the  Emperor,  I  have  no  difficulty  myfclf  of 
meeting  it  with  my  dircSt  negative  ;  but,  in  order  to  give 
time  to  others  who  may  hefitate,  I  ihould  propofe  that  we 
ihduld  wait  to  know  the  event  of  the  armidice  before  we 
vote  away  any  more  money.  I  therefore  move,  7*hat  you 
do  now  leave  the  chair,  'f  he  forms  of  the  Houfc  will  allow 
of  your  fitting  again,  and  then  the  vote  for  the  Irifli  loan 
may  pafs. 

'Th^  Chamelhr  of  the  J^xfA^^w/r  faid,  tl)e  arguments  upon 
which  the  honourable  Gentleman  has  founded  his  motion 
for  delay  may  be  brought  into  a  very  narrow  compafs. 
When  the  fubje£l  was  brought  before  the  Houfe  fome  time 
ago  by  an  honourable  friend  of  hi$,  (Mr.  Sheridan)  he  was 
then  for  the  Houfe  deciding  in  the  negative  upon  fending 
fupplies  to  the  Emperor,  without  fo  much  as  waiting  for  the 
report  of  the  Secret  Committee,  which  we  ctmtended  was 
neceflary,  in  order  to  be  enabled  to  judge  of  the  expediency 
and  propriety  of  fuch  a  meafure.  But  now  when  that  re- 
port is  before  the  Committee,  and  when  a  fpecific  propo- 
fition  is  made  for  making  farther  advances  to  his  Imperial 
Majedy,  he  is  againd  any  decifion  either  in  the  negative  or 
in  the  affirmative,  but  recommends  a  meafure  of  delay. 
The  argument  by  which  he  enforces  this  delay  is  fimple 

and 
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and  di(lin£l.     He  fays,  that^t  this  moment  the  Emperor 
may  be  engaged  i|^  feparate   negociations,  and  that  in  the 
courfe  of  three  days  he  may  have  concluded  a  feparate  peace 
with  the  enemy.     But  he  admits  at  the  fame  time,  that  the 
Government  of  this  country,  .fuppofing  fuch  a  peace  to  be 
concluded,  would  not  put  in  execution  the  vote  of  this  even- 
ing, fpr  remitting  pecuniary   fuccours  to  a  power  which 
would  no  longer  be  in  the  relation  to  this  country  of  an  ally. 
The  refolution,  therefore,  fuppofing  it  to  be  adopted,  can 
at  lead  do  no  harm.     The  honourable  Gentleman  does  not 
ftate  it  as  an  event  to  be  wiflied  for  by  the  Government  of 
this  country  than^  fuch  a  peace  fhould  be  concluded.     If 
then  this  is  an  event  to  be  deprecated,  and  if  every  poffiblc 
meafure  ought  to  be  taken  to  prevent  it,  do  we  incur  no  riflt 
by  the  delay  which  is  now  propofed ;  He  prediSs  that  the 
event  will  be  known  in   three  days,  but  is  it  not  as  likely 
that  the  negociSition  may  be  protrafled  ;  that  the  iflbe   may 
be  fufpendcd  for  a  confuierably  longer  time ;  That  the  for- 
tune of  war  may  be  kept  hanging  in  doubtful  balance  to  a 
period  much  later  than  that  to  which  he  looks,  and  that  the 
decifion  m^y  not  be  known  for  a  month  or  fix  weeks  to  cogie  ? 
And  taking  this  intoconfideration,  will  the  honourable  Gen- 
tleman contend  that  it  wilt  make  no  diiffcrence  to  our  ally, 
and  nodifferencc  to  the  caufe  in  which  we  are  embarked,  whe- 
ther the  Houfe  of  Commons  immediately  adopt  the  refolution 
now  propofed,  or  defer  their  decifion   to  a   future  day?  If 
the  courfe  of  military  events,  or  the  unfuccefsful  ifTue  of  the 
pending  negociation,  fliould  render  fuch  a  meafure  expe- 
dient and  neceflary,  who  is  there  who  would  wi(h  to  have  loft 
even  three  days  in  deciding  upon  a  meafure  for  which  he 
afterwards  finds  himfelf  obliged  to  vott  ?  Ineftimable  good 
therefore  may  be  derived  from  immediate  decifion,  and  in- 
eftimable  evil  may  be  the  rcfult  of  delay.     But,  fays  the 
honourable  Gentleman,  the  negociation  may  be  broken  off 
on  points  for  which  it  may  not  be  worth   while   for  this 
country  to  contend.     In  anfwer  to  this,  it  is  only  neceflary 
for  me  to  fay,  that  the^  Minifters  themfelves  perhaps  do  not 
know  the  terms  which  are  in  difcuflion   between  parties, 
and  if  this  was  a  fubjeft  on  which  the  honourable  Gentle- 
tleman  did  not  chufe  to  give  any  opinion,  it  would  furely  be 
far  more  improper  for  me  to  ftate  what  I  may  confider  as 
terms  which   ought  to  be  accepted  or  rejefled.     This  the 
Honourable  Gentleman  does  not  require,  and  if  any  perfon 
was  fu  fooliib  as  jto  demand  fuch  an  explanation^  I  fhould 
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have  no  hefitation  in  refiifing  it^.  For  what  would  it  be  but  to 
give  ailidance  to  France  by  putting  her  in  poiTcirion  of  your 
fehtiments  upon  a  fubjeS  of  which  (he  (hould  be  kept  entirely 
ignorant?  But  is  there  any  one  who  will  deny,  that  a  vote 
of  the  Parliament  of  England,  pafled  with  unanimity  and 
decifiony  granting  ample  pecuniary  fuccours  xo  our  ally, 
may  materially  affeil  the  terms  on  which  peace  may  be  con- 
cluded^ Does  it  not  immediately  zffcSt  the  qucilion  of  the 
Emperor  making  a  Teparate  peace  ?  And  if  he  is  unfortu- 
nately driven  to  that  extremity,  will  it  not  enable  him  to 
-conclude  a  peareon  better  terms  to  himfelf,  and  confequently 
on  better  terms  for  this  country,  for  it  ought  to  be  recolled- 
ed  that  whatever  additional  conccflions  he  extorts  from  the 
enemy  for  himfelf,  it  is  fo  much  gained  to  us,  fince  they 
vrilLhelp  tod rike  a  balance  of  power  more  favourable  to 
Great  Britain  ?  This  is  a  point  fo  clear  that  it  is  quite  iin- 
neceflary  to  dilate  in  illuflration  of  it.  Upon  thefe  grounds 
1  am  perfuaded  that  tbe  Committee  will  fee  the  propriety  of 
reje&ing  the  motion  for  delay,  and  of  agreeing  to  the  refoiu- 
tion. 

Mr.  Fox  replied^  the  right  honourable  Gentleman  has  at- 
tempted to  aflix  a  charge  of  inconfiftency  upon  my  conduit,  in 
giving  my  decided  negative  to  any  farther  remittances  to  the 
Emperor  on  a  former  day,  and  the  motion  which  J  have  at 
prefent  made  for  delay.  I  think,  however,  I  (ball  have  no 
great  difficulty  m  exculpating  myfelf  from  the  charge.  I  then 
g^ve  my  negative  to  any  pecuniary  remittance  to  theEmperor^ 
from  a  convi(flion  of  the  impolicy  and  danger  otYuch  a  meafure 
at  the  prefent,  and  1  am  as  ready  to  give  that  negative  now  as 
I  was  then.  But  is  there  any  inconfiftency  in  having  given 
a  negative  to  a  meafure  and  recommending  to  the  Conimittec 
to  fufpcnd  giving  it  their  affiritiative  ?  The  honourable  Geiv- 
tleman  contends.that  the  Committee  ought  to  come  to  an  im- 
mediate deciGon,  becaufe  the  nrote  may  afFed  the  terms  on 
which  peace  may  he  concluded.  But  1  will  aik,  where  is  the 
probability  of  its  influencing  the  prefent  ncgociation  ?  Was  not 
an  armiAice  granted,  and  not  without  fome  difcuflion  of  the 
terms,  for  only  fix  days,  and  has  it  not  been  prolonged,  not 
for  an  indefinite  time,  but  for  only  three  days  more?  How 
then  is  it  poffible  that  the  vote  of  this  night  can  afFeft  a  difcuf- 
Aon  which  is  probably  already  terminated  ?  What  I  wifh  to 
know  is,  whether  a  feparate  peace  has  not  been  already  con- 
cluded by  the  Emperor ;  or,  whether  the  negociation  has  not 
been  broken  off;  and,  if  it  is  broken  off,  what  were  the  points 
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of  difference  between  the  parties  which  produced  the  rupture  ? 
The  honourable  Gentleiuaa  fuppofed  that  it  was  part  of  mj 
argument  that  the  vote  of  this  evening  might  affe6l  the  pending 
neeociation,  which  it  really  was  not ;  all  I  contended  for  was 
a  mort  delay  till  the  iflue  of  that  negoclation  was  known,  and 
if  it  was  broken  off,  the  points  for  which  the  war  is  to  be  con- 
tinued. Suppofing  the  negociation^  to  be  broken  off  on  a  point 
in  which  this'  country  may  find  itfelf  no  ways  interefted,  in 
what  a  (Irange  fituation  iliall  we  be  placed  after  having  voted 
thefe  pecuniary  fuccours.  We  fhall  be  enabling  the  Emperor 
to  continue  the  war  till  he  gains  a  point  which  is  of  no  import- 
ance to  us,  and  which,  when  he  has  eained,  he  will  be  ready 
to  conclude  a  peace,  perhaps  without  the  confent  of  this  coun- 
try, fo  that  in  fzSt  it  may  happen  that  we  are  about  to  vote  a 
fum  to  the  Emperor  to  enable  him  to  make  a  feparate  peace. 
The  vote  of  this  evening  can  do  no  pofiible  good,  except  you 
can  fuppofe  that  the  negociation  will  be  continued,  and  that 
the  news  of  it  will  reach  Vienna  before  the  negociation  is  fi- 
iiifhed.  Now,  what  are  die  circumdances  in  which  we  (land? 
'The  armiftice  terminated  on  the  i6th,  and  diere  are  letters 
from  the  Vienna  Gazette  of  the  15th  inxtown.  We  have  oi>ly 
to  wait,  therefore,  for  three  or  four  days,  in  order  to  know 
whether  the  armiftice  has  been  prolonged,  and  negociations  are 
going  on,  or  whether  the  war  be  again  renewed.  But  if  wc 
vote  the  refolution  now  propofed,  we  bind  ourfelves  to  fend 
remittances,  not  knowine  whether  a  feparate  peace  may  not 
alreadv  have  been  concluded  with  the  enemy  by  our  Ally,  and 
fuppofing  the  war  to  be  continued,'  not  knowing  whether  it  is 
to  be  carried  on  for  points  tor  which  it  may  be  for  the  inlereft 
of  this  country  to  contend. 

Tlie  Chancellor  of  the  Excheffuer^  after  fuppofin?  that  the 
Committee  (houjd  agree  to  defer  adopting  the  refoludon  of 
lending  tne  fum  propofed  to  the  Emperor,  put  the  cafe  of  a 
mail  going  Hence  with  an  account  of  that  poftponement,  and 
bringing  notice  of  that  delay  to  the  Emperor  in  the  courfe  of 
10,  12,  or  15  days,  and  then  afked,  if  any  Gentleman  would 
fay  that  fuch  information,  when  brought  to  our  Ally,  would 
operate  more  in  inducing  him  to  make  a  feparate  peace,  or  in 
perfuading  him  to  effcS  one  founded  on  a  conjundlion  of  our 
intereds  with  his  own  ?  But  admitting  the  arguments  ufed  by 
the  right  honourable  Gentleman  in  their  fulleft  force,  it  mere- 
ly refultcd  from  them,  that  we  might,  in  cafe  of  a  feparate 
peace,  lofe  the  benefit  of  the  Emperor's  co-operation;  but 
though  the  Houfe  fhould  finaJly  vote  the  loan  propofed  to  be 
made  to  him,  it  did  not  therefore  folbw  that  the  vote  fixould 
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be  cairicd  into  execution  by  aflually  fending  the  recnlttancey 
if  it  were  to  appear  that  a  feparate  peace  had  been  the  iflue  of 
the  negociation  between  his  Imperial  Majefty  and  the  enemy. 

Mr.  Fox  repKed  that  there  was  no  probability  of  the  nego- 
ciation icmaining  unterminated  in  twelve  days:  it  was  only  a 
poBible  cafe,  and  the  probability  was  that  the  negociation  was 
already  concluded. 

Mr.  Grey  faid,  I  beg  leave  to  trouble  the  Committee  only  for 
a  few  moments.  The  honourable  Gentleman  talks  of  (lopping 
the  remittances  upon  the  event  of  the  Emperor  concluding  a 
feparate  peace.  But  I  (hould  wifti  to  know  whether  this  will 
be  in  his  power.  It  is  to  be  recoUefled,  that  the  aflfiftance  now 
propofed  to  be  granted  to  tlic  Emperor  is  not  by  fubfidy  but  by 
loan ;  arjd  I  would  wi(h  to  know  whether  he  will  have  the 
iame  power  to  flop  the  payments  upon  a  loan  after  it  is  con- 
traSed  for,'  as  the  remittances  o£a  fubfidy.  I  think,  therefore^ 
that  the  Committee  (hould  wait  till  they  were  informed  of  the 
iffue  of  the  negociation  which  they  knew  to  have  been  entered 
intOy  and  which  by  this  time  may  have  been  concluded.  I 
have  nothing,  however,  to  urge  upon  this  head  in  addition  to 
the  arguments  ufed  by  my  honourable  Friend.  The  honour- 
able Gentleman,  however,  in  the  courfe  of  his  fpeech,  referred 
to  the  report  of  the  Secret  Committee,  and  upon  this  point  I 
muft  fay  a  few  words.  Does  the  honourable  Gentleman  nliean 
to  contend  from  that  report  that  the  remittances  to  tHe  Empe<« 
ror  did  *iv>t  contribute  materially  to  aflFe£l  the  (late  of  ca(h  in 
the  Bank,  and  to  produce  thofe  calamities  which  have  fince 
happened  ?  1  think  I  may  take  upon  myfelf  to  argue  that  that 
is  not  borne  out  in  any  fuch  inference  bf  the  report  of  that 
Committee.  He  contended  that  the  remittances  to  the  Empe« 
ror  were  not  the  inHnedtate  caufe  of  the  (loppage  of  the  Bank, 
but  granting  that  the  immedi^ite  caufe  of  that  calamity^  in 
point  of  time,  was  the  alarm  of  invafion  excited  in  the  country, - 
he  will  not  prove  to  the  fatisfadtion  of  any  candid  and  con- 
fsderate  man  that  this  was  the  only,  or  even  the  principal  caufe. 
If  we  go  back  to  the  remote  caufes  of  that  unfortunate  event, 
we  (ball  find  that  the  Committee  h^s  afcrihed  it  to  the  drain  of 
ca(b,  occadoned  by  the'amount  of  foreign  expenditure,  and 
iDaterially  and  principally  by  the  remittances  fent  to  the  Em- 
peror. It  appeared  to  the  Committee  that  from  the  time  that 
the  fird  remittance  was  fent  to  the  Emperor,  there  was  a  fenfi^ 
bie  diminution  of  ca(h  in  the  Bank,  and  that  thefc  remittances, 
frequently  repeated,  reduced  the  Bank  to  fuch  a  fituation,  that 
the  comparatively  (inaller  dram  which  afterwards  took  place, 
produced  that  calamity  which  we  all  deplore,  and  which  it 
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ought  to  be  the  obje£t  of  our  exertion,  as  foon  as  poflible,  to 
remedy.  I  contend,  therefore,  that  it  was  tlie  remittances  to 
the  Emperor  which  was  the  material  and  operative  caufe  of  the 
ftoppajjeof  the  Bank,  and  that  if  thefe'be  continued  it  never 
will  refume  Its  payments.  If  the  honoui-able  Gentleman  doubts 
niy  opinion,  I  appeal  to  the  frequent  remonftrances  which  were 
made  to  him  by  the  Dircfiors  of  the  Bank  againft  the  ruinous- 
fyftem  which  they  faw  he  was  purfuing.  Now,  Sir,  to  apply, 
thefe  obfervations  to  the  prefent  queftion.  The  honourable 
Gentleman  talks  of  the  great  advantage  of  continental  diver- 
lions.  For  my  part  1  think  we  have  had  enough  of  thefe  di- 
verfions  already  :  but  allowing  them  their  value,  I  would  a(k, 
whether  it  is  of  more  importaiice  for  this  country  at  the  pre- 
fent moment  to  create  a  divcrfjon  upon  the  continent^  or  to  re- 
itorc  the  credit  of  the  Bank^  And  if  the  latter  objedl  is  of 
higher  importance,  I  will  appeal  to  any  Bank  Direfior,  or  to 
any  mercantile  man  in  the  Houfe,  whether  fuch  an  event  will 
not  be  greatly  retarded  by  remittances  being  fent  to  the  Empe- 
ror to  the  amount  now  propofed  ?  I  do  not  wifli  to  enter  at  all' 
into  the  queftion  of  the  general  policy  of  creating  continental  di- 
verCons ;  perhaps  I  do  not  value  them  fo  highly  as  fome  others,, 
but  in  the  prelcnt  fituation  of  tl^ie  country,  to  fend  pecuniary 
ticcours  to  our  Ally  will  oaly  be  making  his  ruin  more  certain, 
and  the  terms  of  peace  to  this  country  more  ignominious.— 
Though  Lam  prepared,  therefore,  to  give  the  meafure  my  de- 
cided negative,  1  (hall  vote  for  the  delay  which  has  been  pro- 
ofed by  my  honourable  Friend. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  that  the  honourable 
Gentleman,  in  fupporting  the  motion,  had  taken  a  very  dif^ 
fcrent  line  of  argument  from  that  on  which  it  had  been  pro* 
pofed.  He  had  dated  what  opinion  he  entertained  of  the  value 
of  a  continental  diverfion,  and  therefore  it  was  clear  that,  in. 
contending  for  delay,  they  afted  upon  the  principle  of  wholly 
rejefting  the  mcafurc.  The  honourable  Gentleman  affurocd 
that  the  quftion  involved  an  alternative  that  cither  the  Bank 
was  undone,  or  the  idea  of  a  loan  to  tlae  Emperor  was  to  be 
abandoned.  This^  however,  was  the  very  point  upon  which 
they,  were  at  variance.  The  queftion,  war,  what  line  of 
condudt  would  tend  permanently  to  eftabjiih  the  Bank  ia 
its  former  fituation  ?  What  would  tend  ultimately  to  prove 
moft  beneficial  to  our  foreign  commerce,  to  our  dome  ft  ic  itvr 
duftry,  to  the  increafe  of  our  mani;fa£lurcs,  to  the  general  cre- 
dit of  the  country,  to  the  various  caufes  operating  upon  circu- 
lation, and  conne6led  with  our  refources?  The  queftion  was, 
whether  the  fum  of  two  millions  to  the^  Emperor  would  mofb 
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tend  to  promote  or  retard  the  period  for  Vi^hich  they  all  eagerly 
^(hed,  when  the  Bank  would  be  able  to  rcfume  its  operations  ; 
whether  we  were  to  leave  Europe  to  its  fate;  whether  we 
-were  to  refign  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy  the  ports  into  which' 
-our  manufaftures  flowed ;  whether,  or  not,  this  meafu re  would 
leave  the  markets  for  our  produce  and  manufadiures  in  that 
Situation  which  the  permanence  of  our  refources  and  the  man- 
ner in  which  the  general  diftribution  of  our  wealth  would  be 
afieAed  by  its  adoption  ?  It  was  not,  therefore,  the  facrifice  of 
the  Bank  which  this'meafure  involved,  but  it  was  the  means' 
of  giving  it  permanent  eftablifhment  and  ficure  operation.  In 
oonfulting  the  general  advantage  of  Europe, 'we  beft  confdtcd 
the  folid  advantage  of  the  Bank  of  England,  and  the  real  inte- 
refts  of  the  country.  With  regard  to  the  particular  queftion* 
.»put  by  the  honourable  Gentleman,  he  had  only  to  fay,  that 
though  the  whole  of  die  paft  advances,  and  thofe  which  Were 
to  be  made,  were  to  the  amount  of  three  millions  and  a  half,, 
'for  which  the  loan  was  to  be  made,  yet  in  the  bill  power  was' 
to  be  referved  to  authorife  his  Majefty,  if  neceflbry,  to  put  a 
flop  to  the  continuation  of  advances,  and  to  put  what  further* 
payments  were  to  be  made  to  the  public  account. 

Mr.  fVm,  Smith  faid,  that  the  Right  honourable  Gentleman 
4rt:cufed  his  honourable  Friend  of  afluming  that  the  prefent 
meafure  involved  the  facrifice  of  the  Bank,  while  he  himfeK^ 
equally  affumed  that  the  loan  to  the  Emper©r  would  produce 
all  the  good  efFefts  which  he  had  ftated.  The  Emperor  was 
.praifed  for  his  magnanimity  and  fidelity  to  his  engagements^ 
and  he  had  no  doubt  with  juftice,  but  it  did  not  appear  that 
the  operation  of  thefe  qualities  had  proved  fo  advantageous  to 
this  country;  he  thought  itwaS  not  unlikely  thit  any  difagrec* 
ment  which  might  enfue  between  the  Emperor  and  this  coun- 
try in  the  event  of  a  feparate  peace,  would  be  made  the  pretext 
of  refufing  payment  of  thofe  fums  we  had  guaranteed. 

Sir  fVilliam  Pulteney  faid,  that  though  he  might  be  willing, 
lbrargument*s  fake,  to  admit  that  former  remittanqes  to  his 
Imperial  Majefty  might  have  foraewhat  contributed  to  afFe£k 
•the  Bank,  yet  it  was  notorious  that  this  was  by  no  means  the 
cafe — it  was  likewife  notorious  that  withdut  i\st  pecuniary  af- 
iiftance  of  England,  it  was  impoffible  for  the  Emperor  to  carry 
on  the  operations  of  war — and  where  was  the  great  mifchief  to 
be  dreaded  from  our  continuing  to  afford  Lim  that  affillante  ? 
There  was  evidence  before  the  Committee  that  the  Exchange 
<was  confidembiy  turned  in  our  favour,  and  could  a  contrary 
rcffe6l  be  reafonably  apprehended  from  two  millions  being  gra-» 
JuaJJy  xeoaitted-?  By  no  means ;  it  was  impoffible  that  a  remits 
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t^nce,  thus  gradually  made^  could  in  the  lead  afFe£l  the  courie 
'  of  Exchange.  It  was  unjadly  aflerted,  though  the  aflfertion 
had  been  by  many  and  frequently  made,  that  thefe  remittances 
had  been  made  in  fpecie.  No  fuch  thing— the  Bank  Diredters 
themfelves  depofe  to  the  contrary.  V/hcther  the  remittances 
were  made  in  fpecie,  in  bullion,  or  in  commodities,  the  cfkGt 
on  the  Bank  was  precifcly  the  fame.  As  well  fay,  that  remit- 
tances in  broad  cloath  would  afFe£t  the  Bank. 

But  even  though  a  regard  to  our  intereft  miglit  foracwhat 
rpprefs  our  forwardnefs  to  make  fuch  remittances,  in  point  of 
honour  we  could  nut  withhold  them.  There  was  no  one  co- 
lourable reafon  for  entertaining  the  lead  fufpicion  of  the  Em- 
peror's fidelity — nay,  to  hint  fuch  a  fufpicion,  would,  on  the 
part  of  this  country,  be  neither  honourable  nor  manly.  For 
his  part  he  wiihed  the  vote  to  pafs  immediately,  and,  if  poflible, 
with  perfeft  unanimity.  The  aft  moreover  was  fo  frailied, 
that  if  his  Imperial'Majedy  was  inclined,  or  diould  be  fud* 
^enly  compelled  to  make  a  feparaie  peace,  then  the  farther  re- 
mittance of  any  pecuniary  fuccour  from  us,  would  be  imme- 
diately fufpended.  He  mud  again  repeat  it,  that  after  the 
many  fevere  .trials  we  have  witneffed  of  the  Emperor's  magna-> 
i^imous  perfeverance  and  faithful  attachment  to  the  common 
caufe,  it  ^ycre  ungenerous  to  harbour  any  fufpicion  derogatory 
to  his  honour,  nor  could  any  be  entertained  but  by  thofc  wha 
Mfcre  ready  to  fufpeft  every  thing  and  every  perfon.  On  every 
cpnfideration  he  thought  the  prefent  fefolution  (hould  be  paded 
as  fpeedily  and  9S  cordially  as  poffible;  it  would  prove  of  infi- 
nite advantage  to  England  \  nor  could  he  acquiefce  in  opinion 
lyith  thofe  \yho  ipnagined  that  a  feparate  peace  with  the  Empe- 
ror would  accelerate  a  general  pacification  throughout  Europe 
•T-of  thp  manner  in  which  the  war  had  hitherto  been  con- 
duced, he  could  not  approve— rand  the  conduft  of  it  was  a 
fubjedl  which  he  trudec)  woujd,  pvp  long,  be  fubmitted  to  :i 
ferioas  enquiry. 

Mr.  Sheridan  faid,  the  fun^  to  be  advanced  to  the  Emperor 
was  called  a  trifling  fum.  We  had  been  fo  much  accudomed 
to  the  profufion  of  the  prefent  Adminidration,  that,  compared 
with  what  they  had  fquandered,  this,  perhaps,  was  confidered 
;i$  a  fmall  fum.  The  worthy  Baronet,  who  was  fo  much  ac^ 
cuflomed  to  large  fums  of  money,  might  thinlc  this  a  trifling 
fum,  but  to  him  it  appeared  in  a  very  different  light.  With 
regard  to  thecffedl  which  this  loan  would  produce  upon  the  fiank 
of  England,  the  worthy  Baronet  had  never  fliewfv  much  tcn-» 
derneCs  for  their  intercd,  and  he  would  rather  take  the  autho- 
rity of  the  I^nk  themfelves  upon  this  j^int  th^p  tl^i^t  of  the 

worthy 


Mat  1.]  VrOODFALLtS  PARLIAMEKTARY  REPORTS.  ii 

worthy  Baronet.  In  February  laft,  as  appeared  from  th^ir  own  * 
lefoiutions,  they  were  of  opinion  that  farther  remittances  would 
prove  falal  to  the  Bank.  So  late  as  the  icth  of  February 
they  were  of  opinion,  that  an  Irifh  loan,  to  a  fmaller  amount 
than  that  now  propofed,  would  prove  highly  injurious,  and 
tfie  Bank  would  be  compelled  to  fliut  its  door.  Taking  the 
queftion  on  the  grounds  argued  by  his  honourable  Friend, 
the  Committee  would  judge  whether  the  certain  4ifadvantage$ 
which  the  meafure  would  produce  were  to  be  compared  with 
die  fpeculative  advantages  which  had  been  defcribed.  Betides 
the  loan  to  Ireland  and  to  the  Emperor*  there  would  be  pay«» 
ment  for  neutral  cargoes  .to  the  amount  of  four  millions. 
Would  not  thefc  drains  create  obftades  to  the  Bank  beginning  . 
their  payments  in  ca(h?  for  anfwer  to  this  he  appealed  to  any 
Bank  Dirc3or  prefent.  It  was  faid  we  were  bound  in  honour^ 
but  were  we  engaged  to  the  end  of  time  to  fupply  the  Emperor 
with  money,  while  he  had  not  performed  the  obligations  he 
bad  incurred  ?  Had  he  repaid  what  he  hikd  borrowed,  or  made 
the  inftalments  for  which  he  was  bound  ?  .While  our  advances  . 
to  him  had  almoft  ruined  the  country,  were  we  ftill  to  go  on  ? 
It  was  faid  that  no  payments  had  taken  place  in  fpecie.  This 
obfervation,  however,  was  pcrfedlly  frivolous,  as  it  was  of 
]io  importance  whether  the  remittance  was  made  in  bullion 
or  in  goods.  Mr.  Sheridan  read  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Win- 
thorpe,  who  gave  it  as  his  opinion,  that  it  was  impoflible  (hat 
the  Emperor  could  enjoy  the  benefit  of  the  loan  without  tKis 
country  feeling  in  the  fame  proportion  the  difadvantage  from  it. 
To  the  fame  dScSt  was  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Hoare,  which  he 
read.  It  was  aflumed  by  the  worthy  Baronet  that  the  Emperor  * 
could  not  go  on  without  our  affiAance.  He  believed,  indeed,  : 
tliat  the  Emperor,  as  well  as  other  German  Princes,  would  be 
glad  of  the  money ;  hut  if  the  Emperor  had  only  exceeded  his 
annual  revenue  by  the  fum  of  two  millions;  if,  as  appeared 
from  the  intelligence  brought  by  the  mail,  that  the  Emperor 
was  to  indemnify,  out  of  his  private  property,  the  inhabitants 
of  the  fuburbs  of  Vienna  for  any  damage  they  might  fuftain 
•irom  a  ftege,  he  could  not  be  fo  deftitute  of  funds  as  was  repre- 
iented.  But  be  his  (ituation  what  it  might,  he  was  againft  the 
meafure.  Even  though  the  nego<fiation  were  to  be  protra£led, 
if  the  Emperor  received  intelligence  of  this  vote,  he  might 
afterwards,  without  breach  of  faith,  be  compelled  to  make  peace 
ten  days  after  he  received  it,  by  the  preflbre  he  had  to  encounter. 
Mr.  ffiihcrforce  {M^  that  as  one  who  had  fat  on  the  Com- 
tnittee  oi  Secrecy,  and  attended  to  its  pixxreedings  with  great 
diligence,  he  would  give  it  as  his  opinion^  that  the  advances 

made 
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made  tb  the  Emperor  had  had  but  a  fmall  eSeA  in  producing 
the  ftoppagc  of  payments  in  fpecie  by  the  Bank*  He  thought 
it  ncceffary  to  fiatc  that  circumflance  to  the  Committee^  leaft 
they  (hould  be  influenced  on  the  pre&nt  ^ueftion  by  a  contrary 
opinion.  It  was  not  a  hir  way  of  putting  the  queftion,  by 
aiking  whether  a  remittance  abr6ad  would  be  injurious  to  the 
a^Riirs  of  the  Bank.  The  qucftion  was,,  whether,  if  the  £^ai- 
peror  made  a  feparate  peace,  and  the  whole  force  of  the  enemy 
ibould  then  be  dire6ted  aginft  this  country,  the  Bank  might' 
not  then  be  mod  of  all  afl^ed,  and  the  credit  of  the  country 
thrown  into  the  worft  ftate  ?  Thofe  Gentlemen,  who  fpoke 
againft  fending  a  remittance  to  the  Emperor,  went  upon  a  very 
fiarrow  principle,  atid  mifcakulated  the  true  interefts  of  the* 
Bank  of  England* 

,  Mr.  Grey  left  it  to  the  Houfe  to  decide  which  fiatement  was 
cnoft  deferving  of  ctedit-^hat  of  his  honourable  Friend  (Mr« 
bheridan)  who  gave  the  opmton  of  tlie  Bank  Dtredors,  that 
the  (Voppage  of  pavitient  was  owing  to  the  fending  large  quan- 
tities of  fpecie  to  Germany  ^  or  that  of  the  Speaker  who  aflert- 
«d  the  contrary. 

Mr.  /Tilberforci  t3i\ih\ncd  t>y  faying*  that  the  Bank  Direc- 
tors had  differed  from  fome  of  the  moiik  intelligent  commercial 
ro^  in  the  kingdom^  whom  he  had  folio fved  ;  and  of  whom  he 
was'forry  a  greater  numlier  had  not  been  confulted. 

Sir  James  Afmray  Puluney  faid,  that  at  prefent  tlic  enemy 
w«v^  Gi>liged  to  keep  an  army  of  200,000  men  on  tht;  Rhine 
kt4i  coD&derable  expence,  which,  (hould  they  make  a  Peace 
with  tl\e  Emperor,  they  would  direct  againft  this  country, 
whofe  political  importance  it  was  their  avowed  objedl  to  ruin. 
He  would  therefore  vote  for  a  remittance  which  he  cooceived 
fo  neceflary  to  k^p  up  the  diverfion.^ 

Geneiai  TarUton  tdok  a  view  of  the  fucceftfol  operations  of 
the  French  army  in  Italy,*  and  argued  that  Buonaparte,  in  the 
midft  of  bis  fucccfTes,  after  having. advanced  above  200  miles 
from  Mancua,  and  within  lao  miles  of  Vienna,  would  not 
have  confented  to  aii  ariniilice,  had  he  not  had  good  grounds 
to  CQiKlude  that  the  Emperor  was  flnoereiy  indmed  to  con- 
clude a  feparate  Peaces  he  therefore  thotieht  that  no  pecuniary 
loan  from  this  country  would  alter  the  Emperor^s  determina- 
tions, or  be  in  time  to  promote  the  intetefis  of  this  country* 

Mr,  iN?ar  replied  to  that  part  of  Sir  W.  Pulteney's  fprcch  which 
ilfated  that  the  honour  of  this  country  was  pledged  to  advance 
this  loan  to  the  Emperor.  He  faid,  that,  however  little  dif- 
pofed  he  wns  to  fufpeA  the  good^  wi(hes  of  the  Emperor  to 
fulfil  his  cngagetntnl^  with  honour  to  this  country,  yet  he 

could 
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^oifld  not  but  fufpect  that,  in  the  prefent  circumdaiices  of 
bis  affairs*  he  was  incUfied  to  make  peace  feparately  with 
France ;  the  proclamaiion  to  his  own  fubjeds  had  virtuaUy 
declared  it^  aiul  were  he  now  to  refafe  to  accede  to  Aich  a 
tneafurey  they  might  jaftly  charge  him  with  infmcerity* 
He  faw  nothing  in  his  psoclamatioa,  or  in  that  of  the  Go- 
vernor of  Lower  Auftria,  which  heM  out  any  affurance  that 
he  was  ihciined  to  include  Great  Britain  in  his  overtures  to 
ihc  common  enemy.  How  then»  he  would  aik,  could  the 
honour  of  this  coustry  be  £oKfeited,  in  withholding  farther 
pecuniary  fupplies  from  him  at  t^  mpment  when  he  was 
detaching  his  intcrcfts  from  thofe  of  this  copntry  ?  Becaufe^ 
under  a  difierent  poftuie  of  afFairs,  this  country  advanced  a 
loan  to  the  Emperor  in  1795,.  was  it  bound,  under  different 
eircumftances  to  make  a  farther  loan  to  him  in  j  797?  It 
was  ftrange  indeed^  that  at  a  time  when  the  Emperor,  by 
the  flu&uatlng  erents  of  war,  Was  obliged  to  violate  his 
engagements  with  this  countryr  that  it  Oiould  be  charged 
with  |i  breach  of  honour  ;  and  when  it  was  under  no  dire& 
engagement  to  (hale  farther  advances  to  the  Emperor. 

Sir  fFm>  PuUeney  infifted  that  the  Emperor  had  aded  ho^ 
Bourably  with  refpedl  to  his  engagements  whh  this  country^ 
particularly  in  his  payment  of  the  dividends  due  on  the 
Imperial  loan.  Sir  William,  denied  that  the  Emperor  had 
&id  any  thing  rn  his  proclamation  about  making  a  feparate 
peace,  and  without  any.  regard  to  the  hitereds  of  this  coun- 
try.  It  was  poffible,  indeed,  that  he  might  be  driven  to  fuch 
an  extremity ;  but  if  he  ihould,  the  blame,  in  hb  opinion, 
xnuft  be  on  the  right  honourable  Gentleman  oppofite  tio 
]^im,  (the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer)  for  having  fo  long, 
delayed,  and  having  brought  forward  with  fo  much  hefrta- 
tion,  the  proportion  contained  in  the  meflage  which  he  had 
now  brought  down  to  that  Houfe.     With  regard  to  the  ar- 

Eiva^^X  drawn  frail  Buonapftrte's  fuocefii,  in  favour  of  ihe 
mperor's  being  compelled  to  make  a  feparate  peace,  Sir 
William  faid  it  appeared  to  him  that  that  General's  having 
£>  rapidly  agreed  to  an  armiftice^  indicated  that  he  did  not 
£eel  fo  fanguine  in  bis  expedatiotis  of  final  conqueft  as  had 
been  fuppofcd. 

.  Mr.  CurtMn^  kiif  that  this  cotuitry  was  not  in  a  fituatioja 
t^  a^rd  Juch  a  loan  to  the  Emperor ;  it  was,  in  his  opinion^. 
of  a  dangerous  tendency,  and  calculated  tocfasftroy  the  credit 
ef  the  country.  The  opinion  of  the  Direftors  of  the  Bank^ 
ma  the  tendency  of  thffe  foreign  i:cmittances,.had  been  veriw 

'  ficd,.. 
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fied,  and  even  were  they  to  procure  the  farther  co-operation 
of  the  Emperor,  this  might  be  purchafed  too  dearly,  whilft  it 
rii}ced  the  ruin  of  the  country. 

Mr.  fV.Bird  argued  that,  but  for  thefe  foreign  remittances, 
the  Bank  would  not  have  been  brought  into  its  late  critical 
iituation.  He  dated  that  in  confequence  of  the  loan,  and 
the  drain  of  moiiey  from  this  country  in  1795,  the  Bank  had 
been  deprived  of  one  half  of  its  ca(h,  and  hom  the  farther  ad* 
vances  in  the  year  following,  it  had  loft  one  fourth  part  more« 

The  queftion  being  loudly  called  for,  there  appeared, 
Noes^  (Againft  Mr.  F^x^s  motion)^         —  193 

Ayes,  (For  it  J  _  _        _  58 

Majority f  -    ^35 

LOAN. 

The  refolutions  were  then  cslfried,  the  Houfe  refumed,  and 
the  report  ordered  to  be  received  the  next  day. 

The  Houfe  in  a  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  voted, 
•*  That  Exchequer  bills  made  out  after  the  ift  of  May,  1797, 
^may  be  paid  in  forthe  fubfcription  of  18  millions. 

'«  That  5I.  per  cent,  be  allowed  to  perfons  paying  in  their 
fu)>fcription  before  the  inftalments  due." 

To  be  reported  the  next  day. 

Adjourned.  ' 

HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 
Tuesday,  May  2. 

Heard  counfe^and  examined  evidence  on  Mr.  Macauley's 
Divorce  Bill,  and  ordered  to  be  committed. 

Lord  GrenvilU  ^brought  ameflage  from  hisMajefty  ;  the 
fame  as  that  which  was  brought  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
on  Saturday,  and  taken  the  preceding  day  into  confideratidn 
in  a  Committee  of  that  Houfe. 

The  meflagc  being  read. 

Lord  GrenvilU  faid,  bethought  it  his  duty  to  ftate  in  re-* 
fpedl  to  the  Houfe,  that  he  had  it  in  command  from  his  Ma- 
jcfty  to  make  this  communication  fooner.  That  on  Satur-  • 
day  it  was  impoifible,  as  their  LordAiips  did  not  fit ;  thatthe 
preceding  day  he  came  down  to  the  Houfe  at  the  time  when 
bufinefs  ufually  commenced  with  their  Lordfhips,  but  the 
Houfe  happened  to  be'adjourned.  He  now  moved,  *«  That 
his  Majefty's  meflage  be  taken  into  coofideiation  on  Thurs- 
day 
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day  next,  and  that  the  Lords  be  fummoned."— Ordered.— Ad- 
journed. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Tuesday,  May  2. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  of  Supply  was  brought  up, 
and  the  refolutions  were  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe. 

The  Committee  to  try  the  merits  of  the  petition  againft 
the  election  for  the  city  of  Canterbury  were  appointed. 

The  loan  Bill  was  read  a  fecond  time  and  committed  for 
the  next  day. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  was 
brought  lip,  and  the  refolutions  were  agreed  to. 

Mr.  fFiUiarfi  Smith  afked,  how  the  terms  in  the  prcfent 
Britiih  loan  were  worfe  for  the  public  ;  in  confideration  of 
the  loan  to  tTie  Emperor  there  was  a  very  confiderable  bonus^ 
whereas  the  prefent  is  borrowed  on  nearly  the  fame  terms 
with  that  for  this  country. 

Mr.  Mainwaring  brought  up  the  bill  for  preventing  the 
foreftalling  of  butchers'  meat,  which  was  read  a  firfl  time, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  merchant  fcamens'  bill  paifed  through  a  committee 
of  the  whole  Houfe. 

The  ballot  on  the  Shrewfbury  electron  was  difcharged 
from  tTie  25ih  of  May  to  the  30th  of  September  nt-xt,  on 
the  motion  of  Sir  R.  Hill. 

The  Committee  on  the  Treaty  of  Commerce  with  Ame- 
rica was  deferred  to  Friday  fe'nnight, 

The  other  orders  of  the  day  being  difpofcd  of,  the  llovSc 
adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF^LORDS. 
Wednesday,  May  3. 

The  Royal  Aflent  was  given  by  commilTion  to  fifteen  pub- 
lic and  fix  private  Bills.  The  Lords  ConimifTioners,  who 
fat  in  their  robes,  were  the  archbifhop  of  Cantcrluryy  Lord 
Kenyan^  and  the  Eart  of  LkerpaoL 

The  various  bills  on  the  table  were  forwarded  in  their  re- 
fpective  ftages  ;  among  ihefe  were  Cooke's  Divorce  bill, 
which  was  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe, 
Xvord  fValfmgham  in  the  chair. 

Jn  the  Committee,  Lord  Auckland  moved,  That  the  claufc 
A^oL.  HL  1797.  E  be 
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be  omitted  ^hich  w6nt  tobaflardize  the  ifliie,  of  Mrs.  Cooke^ 
after  the  pafling  of  the  act,  becaufe  there  was  no  evidence 
•  before  the  Houfe  of  the  time  when  the  feparation  between 
the  hufband  and  wife  took  place. 

The  Bifhop  of  Rochefter  coincided  in  the  propriety  of  ex- 
punging  the  clanfe.  There  was  a  dill  ftronger  reafon  for 
It,  namely.  That  it  did  not  appear  in  evidence  that  Mrs* 
Cooke  had  left  the  houfe  of  her  hufband  at  all. 

The  claufe  was  then  ordered  to  be  efpunged. 

Lord  Auckland  obferv^d,  that  this  proceeding  need  not 
in  the  lead  aggrieve  any  of  the  parties,  for  thdy  flill  had  an 
opportunity  to  reftore  the  omiflion  on  a  future  (lage  of  the 
billy  by  fubftantiating  in  evidence  the  fads  which  had  been 
alluded  to. 

The  Houfe  was  refumed,  received  the  report,  and  ordered 
•   the  bill  to  be  read  a  third  time. 

MESSAGE  FROM  HIS  MAJESTY. 

Lord  GrenviiU  brought  down  a  mcflage  from  his  Majefty^ 
which  was  read  by  Lord  Kenyan^  to  the  following  purport : 

**  That  his  Majcf^y  acquaifitfcd  their  Lordihips  that  lie  had  agreed  to  a  propofcd 
marriage  between  his  eldeft  daughter,  the  Princefs  Royal,  and  his  Serene  Highneif 
the  Hereditary  Prince  of  Wirteroberg;  that  his  Majefty  was  perfoaded  tbat  an  al- 
liance with  a  Proteftant  Prince,  of  high  rank  and  Aation,  and  a  Prince  who  derived 
his  defccnt  in  common  with  his  Majefty's  Royal  Houfe,  from  the  Princefs  Sophia 
of  HanOTcr,  miiil  be  particularly  acceptable  to  their  Lordfliips.  And  that  from 
the  many  proofs  which  his  Majefty  had  had  of  the  afFejEtion  and  attachment  of  that 
Houfe  towards  his  perfon  and  family^  he  did  not  doubt  but  that  their  Loodfiupt 
would  enable  him  to  grant  fuch'a  portion  as  would  be  fuitable  to  the  honour  and 
dignity  of  the  Crown." 

Lord  Grewuilk  then  moved  an  addrefs  to  his  Majefty,  iii 
anfwer  to  his  gracious  mefTage,  which  he  juft  prefaced  by 
obfervingi  that  the  utmoft  unanimity  muft  prevade  the 
Houfe  on  fuch  an  occafion,  and  that  all  their  Lordfhips 
muft  feel  happy  in  exprefling  their  fincere  congratulation 
at  an  event  which  produced  fuch  an  advantageous  alliance^ 
arid  contributed  to  the  domcftic  happinefs  of  hre  Majefiy's 
Royal  Family. 

The  addrefs  was  read  and  agreed  to,  nem.  diff.  and  ordered 
to  be  prefented  by  fuch  Lords  as  were  of  his  Majefty*s  Privy 
Council. 

The  Duke  of  Bedford  (zM^  that  he  was  not  prefent  in 
the  Houfe  when  the  report  of  the  Secret  Committee  was 
laid  before  their  Lordthips  on  Friday  laft.     He  now  took 

an 
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an  Opportunity  of  declaring  his  diflent  from  that  reportj  and 
moved  that  their  Lordfhips  be  fummoned  on  Friday  fe*n- 
nighty  to  take  it  into  confideration.  He  gave  notice  at  the 
fame  tifne,  that  he  would  then  move  foiTie  refolutions  upon 
the  fubjeS  of  that  report.  Their  Lord(hips  were  ordered 
to  be  fummoned  to  attend  on  that  day. 

MUTINY  OF  THE  SEAMEN. 

The  Duke  of  Bedford  afked  whether  any  of  his  Majefty't 
Minifters  had  it  in  charge,  from  his  Majefty,  to  make  any 
communication  upon  the  recent  important  tranfa£lions 
which  had  occurred  in  the  marine  department?  Ifnofuch 
cocmnunication  was  made,  either  now  or  on  a  future  day, 
he  Ihouldfind  himfelf  called  upon  to  bring  a  fubje£l,  fox:on- 
ncftcd  with  the  beft  interefts  of  the  country,  before  their 
Lordfhips,  by  moving  for  the  produdion  of  certain  papers 
conneSed  with  it.  » 

Earl  Spencer  replied,  that  he  had  it  not  in  command  from 
his  Majefty  to  make  *any  communication  to  the  Houfe, 
nor  did  he  forefee  than  any  communication  would  be  made 
upon  that  fubjed.  ,      . 

Earl  Howe  faid,  that  as  his  name  had  been  mentioned  in 
the  tranfadton  alluded  to,  he  had  anxioufly  waited  for  ajuita*- 
ble  opportunity  to  explain  to  their  Lordihips  the  part  which 
he  had  aded  in  the  bufmefs.  Had  any  cenfure  been  at- 
tached to  his  profefllonal  chara£^er,  he  would  have  looked 
to  another  quarter  for  an  enquiry  into  his  condud.  But  as 
the  blame  which  had  fallen  upon  him  in  the  prefent  in- 
ftance  related  to  his  conduct  in  a  capacity  different  from 
that  of  an  officer,  he  looked  to  their  Lord(hips  for  his  vindi- 
cation. The  explanation,  therefore,  for  which  he  was  called 
upon,  he  ibould  take  an  opportunity  of  giving  when  the 
noble  Duke  brought  the  fubject  before  the  Houfe.  He  ex-^ 
prefled  a  wi(h,  however,  that  for  the  fake  of  the  fervice,  the 
bufinefs  had  never  been  brought  under  difcufflon,  for  the 
legiilature  would  be  brought  by  it  into  a  mofl  delicate  fitua-t 
ttoD.  Either  they  muil  approve  of  tranfactions  which  there 
was  no  map  who  did  not  wifh  had  never  happened,  or  they 
muA  withhold  that^approbation,  and  thus  acknowledge  that 
they  have  made  conceuions  under  the  preflure  of  the  moment 
which  they  think  improper  to  confirm. 

LrordGrrwt////^  agreed  entirely  with  the  noble  Earl  (Loid  Howe) 
as  to  the  inexpediency  and  Impolicy  of  bringing  the  fubject 
P()dcr  difcuilion,  and  entreated  their  Lordihips  to  allow  mat^ 

^%  tcrsi 
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tcrs  to  reft  as  they  were.  He  had,  therefore,  no  heCtation 
in  declaring  that  he  (hould  ftcadily  oppofe  any  motion  which 
might  be  made  for  the  production  of  papers  relating  to  a 
lubjeft  of  fuch  a  delicate  nature,  that  it  could  not  be  agitated 
without  rifting  the  moft  ferious  danger. 

The  Duke  oiClareucCy  declined  giving  any  opinion  upon 
the  propriety  of  introducing  any  difcuflion  upon  the  prefent 
fubject  in  a  political  view,  but  as  a  profeflional  man,  he  de- 
precated fuch  a  difcuflion  as  pregnant  with  the  moft  danger- 
ous confequences^to  thefervice- 

The  Earl  of  Carlijle  did  not  pre  fume  to  give  any  opinion 
upon  the  propriety  or  Impropriety  of  entering  intothedifcuf- 
fion  of  tranfactions  to  which  no  one  was  a  ftranger  at  the 
prefent  moment.  But  he  wifhed  to  know,  whether  the  pc- 
jiod  for  difcuflion  was  never  to  come;  whether  their  Lord- 
ihips,  as  forming  one*  branch  of  the  legiilature,  were  to  be 
kept  in  perpetual  ignorance  of  events  which  were  the  moft 
ferious  in  their  nature  of  any  that  had  ever  occurred  in  the 
country,  and  which  had  (haken  the  pillars  of  the  ftateto  their 
very  foundation?  With  refpect  to  the  period  which  might 
be  theNmoft  fit  for  agitating  matters  certainly  of  great  de- 
licacy, there  was  no  man  for  whofe  opiirion  he  Ihould  have 
fo  much  defcrenccjjas  that  of  the  noble  Earl  (Lord  Howe).  Bui 
as  a  member  of  that  Houfe,  he  could  not  aflent  to  the  doc- 
trine of  Government  holding  perpetual  filence  upon  thefe 
tranfactions. 

The  Duke  oi  Bedford  {d\A^  he  was  now  too  well  acquaint- 
ed with  the  iflTue  of  motions  in  that  Houfe,  which  the  King's 
Mtnift^rs  intimaJted  their  intentions  to  oppofe.  He  certainly 
therefore  ftiould  not  make  an  attempt  -to  bring  the  prefent 
fubject  into  difcuffion,  which  he  well  knew  would  be  fruit- 
lefs.  But  if  he  could  conceive  any  terms  in  which  he  could 
couch  a  motion  for  the  production  of  the  papers  connected 
with  it,  he  ivould  make  that  motion  now;  as  the  tranfac- 
tions, however,  to  which  he  referred,  were  wlthout{a  parallel 
in  hiftory,  for  he  knew  of  no  inftance  but  the  prefent,  in 
which  the  Mini  Iters  of  the  King  had  entered  into  corref- 
pcndcncc  and  negociaiion  with  any  body  of  his  Majcfty's 
fubjcSs  ;  to  conceive  tiie  proper  terms  lor  a  motion  on  fuch 
afubje£l  was  no  eafy  tafk.  If  any  mode  occurred  to  him 
of  obtaining  thefe  papers,  he  (lionld  propofe  it  to  the  Houfe  . 
on  a  future  day,  y»'ithoui  any  preface  or  recommendation^ 
Icavingjt  entirely  to  the  deciiion  of  their  Lordfliips. 

Lord  Vifcount  i^^^w^^  deprecated  al!  difcuflion  upon  a  fub- 
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jcSt  of  fo  great  delicacy  as  the  prefent,  as  it  could  do  no 
good,  and  might  produce  much  harm.  He  allowed,  how- 
ever, that  if  it  was  to  come  in  any  fliape  before  their  Lord- 
ihips,  that  propofed  by  the  noble  Duke  was  the  firapleft, 
and  therefore  the  beft.  Whether  the  difcuffion  might  or 
might  not  be  brought  on  at  a  future  time,  he  could  not  take 
upon himfelf  to  determine;  all  he  contended  for  was,  that \ 
the  prcfent  was  not  the  proper  time. 

Earl  Hswi  rofe  again  and  faid,  '<  between  the  fecond  week 
in  laftFebruary  and  themiddleof  March,  being  then  confined 
by  illnefs  at  Bath,  I  received,  by  the  poft,  fcveral  petitions, 
purporting  to  be  tranfmitted  from  different  (hips  of  the 
Channel  fleet.  '  They  were  all  cxzA  copies  of  each  other,i 
limitted  folely  toa  requeftfor  an  encrea/e  ofpajj  that  the  fca- 
men  might  be  able  to  make  better  provifion  for  their  fami-' 
lies,  decently  exprefled,  but  without  any  fignaturc.  I  could 
not  reply  to  applications  which  were  anonymous,  nor  ac- 
knowledge the  receipt  of  them  to  parties  unavowed  and  un- 
afcertained.  About  four  or  five  of  the  petitions  firft  reteir- 
cd,  though  little  diiFerent  in  the  hand  writing,  were  obvi- 
oufly  dated  by  the  fame  perfon,  and  I  had  therein  further 
reafon  to  think  that  they  were  fabricated  by  fome  malicious 
individual,  who  meant  to  infmuate  the  prevalence  of  a  gene- 
ral difcontent  in  the  fleet. 

Not  reftiitg,  however,  on  this  concluGon,  I  wrote  to  the 
officer  at  Portfmouth,  to  whom  I  was  naturally  to  expedl 
fuch  applications  would,  in  my  abfence,  be  addrefled,  to 
enqiiire  whether  any  fuch  diflatisfadion  exifted  in  the  fleet. 
The  anfwer  was,  **  that  no  fuch  appearance  had  been  heard 
of  there,  and  it  was  fuppofed  the  petitions  had  been  framed 
for  the  purpofe  I  fufpeSed." 

On  the  morning  of  the  22d  of  March,  the  day  after  I  was 
able  to  come  to  town,  one  of  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty, 
now  abfcnt  on  fcrvice,  happened  to  call  iippn  me,  I  related 
thefc  particulars  to  him,  (hewing  him ^the  petitions,  and 
fentthem  the  fame  day  to  his  houfe,  in  the  office,  that  they 
might  be  communicated  to  the  noble  Earl  who  prefides  at 
that  Board. 

Of  the  fubfequent  events  I  have  no  other  kjiowledge  but 
fuch  as  is  to  be  obtained  in  the  daily  papers.  Demands  for 
an  incfcafe  of  pay,  by  a  fleet  or  army  on  fervice,  are  not  to 
be  difcufled,  I  apprehend,  in  anonymous  correfpondence. 

Lord  Grenville  faid,  the  noble  Earl  muft  have  fully  faiis- 
fied  the  Houfe^  that  in  the  prcfent  inflance,  as  well  us  in 

every 
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f  very  other,  he  had  done  his  duty  to  the  public,[and  credit  to 
his  profeflion.  He  pioved,  **  that  the  Houfe  do  now  adjourn." 
T)ie  Houfe  adjourned.  f 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Wednesday,  May  3. 

Alderman  Anderjon  prefented  a  petition  from  the  debtors 
confined  in  Newgate,  praying  for  an  encreafe  of  the  allow- 
ance for  fubfiflence,  which  wasordered  to  be  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Speaker  attended  in  ^he  Houfe  of  Lords,  to  hear  his 
Majefty's  commiHion  read,  and  on  his  return,  informed  the 
Houfe  that  the  Royal  AfTent  had  been  given  to  the  bill  for 
continuing  the  Order  in  Council  relative  to  the  Bank,  and 
various  o.ther  bills. 

A  tnotion  for  the  fecond  reading  of  the  Middlefex  County 
Quota  bill  being  read. 

The  Marquis  of  Tichfield  dated,  that  he  was  not  a£{uated 
by  any  motives  of  pcrfonal  intereft  on  the  prefent  occaflon^ 
as  was  proved  by  the  offers  which  had  been  made  to  accomo- 
date the  bufinefs,  but  htf  contended  that  the  proprietors  in  the 
parifh  of  St.  Mary-le-Bone,  having  the  fanftion  of  the  legif- 
lature  as  to  the  rates  at  which  they  were  aflefled  had  afted 
under  this  fa.nftion,  and  therefore  ought  to  be  maintained 
upon  that  principle.  He  moved,  inftead  of  "  now,"  that  the 
bill  (hould  be  read  a  fecond  time,  **  this  day  three  months." 

Mr.  fP^.  Dun/fas  fecondcd  the  motion. 

Mr.  Sheridan  denied  that  there  had  been  fuch  pledges  of 
Parliament  as  the  noble  Marquis  dated.  If  any  pledges  had 
been  made,  they  were,  that  all  county  rates  (hould  be  fairly 
proportioned,  and  a  due  regard  be  paid  to  the  interefts  of  dif- 
ferent pariihes.  At  prefent  the  little  pari (h  of  St.  Paul's, 
Covent-Garden,  paid  513I.  io  county  rates,  while  the  rich 
parifh  of  Mary-le-Bone,  paid  only  5  J.  13s.  gd.  Thefe  cer- 
tainly were  times  when  men  of  great  rank  and  property,  in- 
flead  of  attending  totheir  perfonal  emoulment,  ought  rather  to 
fet  examples  of  impartiaV  jiiftice  to  the  country.  He  hoped, 
therefore,  that  the  noble  Marquis  would  not  perfifl  in  op- 
poflng  the  bill. 

Mr.  Courtenay  made  an  ironical  fpeech  againfl  the  bill.  The 
bill  muft,  he  faid,  have  been  framed  by  Jacobins,  as  the  pe- 
tition againft  it  ftated  it  to  be  founded  on  the  vifionary  bafis 
of  equality,  by  which  the  great  and  rich  parifh  of  Mary-le-Bon^ 
was  intended  to  he  put  upon  a  level  ^ith  that  of  SpitaUfields. 

The 
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The  lawyers  had  fupported  it,  but  their  fccret  motive  no 
doubt  was,  becaufe  it  would  encourage  fuits  in  Chancery. 
The  grant  of  the  lands  in  Mary-le-bonc  had  been  made  by  King 
William  to  an  old  Whig,  who  had  been  a  zealous  afferter  of 
liberty  in  this  country,  and  had  co-operated  to  bring  Ireland 
into  that  ftate  of  freedom  and  happinefs  which  it  now  enjoyed. 
He  hoped  there  would  be  as  great  a  majority  againft  the  Bill, 
as  there  had  been  for  delaying  voting  money  to  the  Emperor 
for  only  three  or  four  days,  till  it  v/as  known^  whether  or  not 
be  had  made  a  feparate  peace. 

Sir  fVm,  Toung  fupported  the  Bill. 

Mr.  Afaifxwaring  (aid,  tlie  Bill  was  not  to  alter,  but  to  ex- 
plain the  law  ;  for  the  Legiilature  could  never  mean  that  the 
riches  of  any  parifh  (hould  be  a  reafon  for  its  not  paying  a 
much  rates  as  others.  He  further  faid,  that,  he  thought  the 
obje<£tions  of  the  Marquis  of  Tichfield  might*  be  confidered  in 
the  Committee. 

In  this  the  Speaker  coincided. 

Mr.  Curwen  recommended  it  to  the  Noble  Marquis  to  with* 
draw  his  motion. 

The  Marquis  of  Titchfield  confentcd  to  do  fo ;  and  faid,  that 
be  did  not  contend  for  any  pecuniary  value ;  he  (hould  be 
afhamed  to  have  done  fo. 

The  Bill  was  read  a  fecond  time,  and  comr&itted  to  a  Com- 
mittee, coiififting  of  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Long  Rol)e,  Mem- 
bers for  the  Home  Counties,  &c.  &c. 

HIS  majesty's  message. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  brought  up  a  Meflage  from 
his  Majefty,  the  fame  as  that  delivered,  by  Lord  Grcnville  in 
the  Houfe  of  Lords,  relative  to  the  marriage  propofcd  between 
the  Princefs  Royal  and  the  Hereditary  Prince  of  Wirtemberg. 

TliC  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  that  the  fubjedl  was 
of  fuch  a  nature,  as  he  was  fure  made  it  unneceflary  for  him 
to  fay  a  word  on  the  complexion  of  the  Addrels  which  the 
Houte  fliould  make  in  return. — He  therefore  fliouldmove, 
that  an  humble  Addrefs,  &c.  be  prefented  to  his  Majefty.  The 
Addreis  was  an  echo  of  the  Meflage. 

Bank  of  England. 
Mr.  Grey  gave  notice,  that  on  Friday  fe'nnight  it  was  his 
intention  to  move  certain  Relblutions,  founded  on  the  Jinan- 
cial  reports  whicli  had  been  laid  before  the  Houfe. 

Imperial  Loan. 
Mr.  Fete  rofe  to  afk  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  whe- 
ther,  after  the  intelligence  which  Minifters  he  believed  had 

received,  - 
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received,  and  of  which  the  public  were  now  in  pofleffion,  it 
was  hi»  intention  to  go  on  with  thfc  loan  to  the  Emperor  ?  He 
wiflied  to  know  whether,  after  the  Emperor  had  concluded  a 
feparate  peace,  after  they  faw  the  fituarion  of  affairs  on  the. 
Continent,  when  thy  faw  the  delufive  hopes  held  out  by  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  blaAed,  and  the  -flatements  on 
which  he  had  proceeded  proved  to  be  falfe,  was  it  pofTible  for 
thofe  who  had  truftfed  to  his  declarations,  was  it  pof fible  for  the 
Houfe  in  fuch  circumftances  to  go  on  ?  When  the  report  of  the 
Committee  of  Supply  was  agreed  to  the  preceding  night,  this 
Important  intelligence  he  underdood  wasknown  to Minifiers, 
though  they  had  given  no  fuch  information  to  the  Houfe ; 
and  he  wifhed  to  know  whether  it  would  make  any  difference 
in  their  meafures  upon  this  fubjedi  ?  He  wifhed  for  fome  delay 
at  lead  before  the  matter  was  prefled  farther :  at  ail  events 
there  were  future  ftages  on  which  it  would  be  fubmittcd  to  the 
conGdera-  tion  pf  the  Houfe. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  declared  that  no  fuch  intel- 
ligence had  been  received  by  Government  previous  to  the 
bringing  up  of  the  Report  alluded  to  by  the  right  honourable 
gentleman.  All  that  Government  knew  at  prefent  relative  to  a 
peate  between  the  Emperor  and  France,  was  only  from  the 
authority  of  French  newfpapers ;  in  which  the  particulars  of 
fuch  an  event  were  not  detailed  ;  and  from  thcfe  papers,  to- 
gether with  the  manner  in  which  the  accounts  were  given,  it 
did  not  appear  that  there  was  fufficient  to  induce  the  Houfe 
to  enter  upon  the  difcuffion  at  that  time.  Upon  this  fubjeiJl,, 
therefore  he  fliould  fay  no  more,  until  he  had  information 
that  could  be  relied  oil.  There  were  future  ftagesfor  the  dif- 
cuffion  of  the  mcafure  of  the  Imperial  Loan.  Farther  he  de- 
clined faying. 

Mr.  Fox  faid  that  he  meant  to  fay  that  Minifters  were  in 
ppfleilion  of  the  information  now  before  the  public,  at  the  time 
when  the  Report  of  the  Imperial  Loan  Refolutions  was  agreed 
to,  though  nothing  had  then  been  faid  of  it. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  that  he  had  then  feen 
none  of  the  French  papers.  He  underftood  fubfequent  to 
it,  that  French  papers  were  in  England  with  accounts  of  pre- 
liminaries being  figned,  but  though  heh^d  known  all  he  knew 
now,  he  would  have  done  juft  as  he  had  doQe. 

Mr.  Sheridan  wifhed  to  know  whether  the  Houfe  might  un- 
deffland  that  no  money  would  be  fent  to  the  Emperor  till  the* 
truth  of  the  information  was  afcertaincd  ? 

The  Chancellor  o/"  the  Exchequer  faid,  he  did  not  mean  then 
to  put  off  the  fublequent  ftages  of  the  Loan  Bill )  he  would 

however 
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however  poftpone  the  order  which  (lood  for  that  day  till  the 
next,  becaufe  it  was  neceflfary  firft  to  vote  the  Irifh  Loan,  in 
the  refoiution  on  which  fome  alteration  was  to  be  made. 

Mr.  Jekyil  faid  he  was  not  fatisfied  with  the  anfwer  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  made*  He  wiihed  to  know 
Mrhether  any  money  had  been  fent  to  the  Emperor  fincc  the 
vote  of  the  preceding  nieht  ? 

The  Chanetli9r  of  the  isccbequer  tnade  no  anfwer. 

Mr.  JAylllhtvx  faid,  he  (bould  move  for  an  account  of  tlic 
ixioney  fent  to  the  Emperor  ilnce  the  vote  of  the  preceding 
night. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  he  was  willing  to  fo- 
cond  this  motion. 

The  Report  from  the  Committee  on  Wafte  Lands  was  read, 
^nd  the  further  confideration  poftponed  till  Friday. 

Mr.  ^riy/faid,  that,  availing  himfcif  of  the  fupport  of  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  he  (hould  move  for  an  account 
of  all  the  money  fent  to  the  Empcfror  above  the  fum  of 
i,6oo,oooI. 

The  Chancellor  of  t^e  Exchequer  begged  it  to  be  underftood 
that,  though  h^  had  no  obje£tion  to  this  motion,  he  did  not 
fecond  it,  as  it  was  very  different  from  that  he  agreed  to  fecond. 

Colonel  Egerton  moved,  tliat  Lord  Brome  (hould  be  allowed 
to  TO  to  the  country  on  urgent  private  affairs.— ^Agreed  to. 

in  a  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  the  Qhancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  moved  a  refoiution,  that  a  fum  of  i,coo,GOol.  be 
raifed  by  way  of  annuity,  for  the  ferviceof  Iieland,  which  was 
agreed  to.  The  Houfe  refumed,  and  the  Report  was  ordered 
to  be  received  the  next  day. 

The  Loan  Bill  Committee  was  put  off  till  the  next  day. 

The  Weft  India  Governor's  Indemnity  Bill  went  through 
a  Committee,  and  the  Report  was  ordered  to  be  received  tlvs 
next  day.  , 

Leave  was  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  continue  the  Scots 
froall  Note  Aa. 

Waste  Lands. 

^  Sir  yohn  Sinclair  brought  up  the  Report  of  the  Committee 
appointed  to  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  a  General  Inclofure 
Bill.  In  recommending  the  Bill,  the  Report  ftated,  "  that  a 
"  m\Jh9uidpafs,  &c." 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  objeded  to  thefe  words ;  and 
the  Speaker  faid  they  were  unparliamentary  qnd  irregular ;  the 
words  ought  to  have  been,  **  that  a  Bill  be  ht  ought  in^  &c." 
The  Solicitor  General  faid,  that  a  General  Inclofure  Bill 
Vol.  III.   1797.  F  poujd 
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could  not  be  adopted  without  great  injury,  and  deftroying  the 
rigRts  of  a  great  number  of  individuals. 

Sir  'John  Sinclair  was  aftonilhed  that  any  gentleman  could 
ohjeft  to  a  meafure  which  muft  tend  fo  much  to  promote  the 
general  profperity  of  the  country. 

On  the  fujjgeftion  of  the  Speaker,  the  Report  of  the  Com- 
mittee, which  feemed  likely  to  produce  fomc  difference  of 
opinion  before  leave  could  be  given  to  bring'  in  a  Bill  on  it, 
was  ordered  to  be  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe 
on  Friday  next.     i\djourned. 


,     .  HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Thursday,  May  4. 

The  Order  of  the  Day  being  read  for  taking  his  Majefty's 
Meffage  into  confideration,  refpedting  gianting  a  further  loan 
to  the  Emperor,  and  raifing  a  fum  for  the  fervice  of  Ireland, 

Lord  GrenvilU  faid,  that  he  (hould  only  detain  the  Houfe 
for  a  few  moments.  Of  the  propriety  of  fending  1,^00, cool, 
to  Ireland  in  the  prefent  ftate  of  affairs  in  that  country,  he  fup- 
pofed  that  none  would  be  difpofed  lo  doubt.  Tlie  i,6oo,oool. 
which  had  been  already  advanced  for  thc'^fervicc  of  the  Em- 
peror, he  alfo  conceived  that  their  Lordftiips  could  have  no 
objedtions  to  make  good.  And  when  the  prefent  fituation  of 
Europe  was  confidered,  and  the  ohjedl  of  an  honourable  ahd 
permanent  peace  kept  in  view,  he  was  convinced  that  no  mea- 
fure could  be  adopted  which  would  tend  fo  efFcftually  to  pro- 
mote that  objedi  as  guaranteeing  a  loan  for  the  feiviceof  his  Im- 
perial Majeftv  to  the  amount  of  2,ooo,oool.  more.  He  there- 
fore propofcd  an  Addrefs,  which  was  the  echo  of  the  King's 
Mcflige,  and  which  was  agreed  to  nem,  diff.     Adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Thursday,  May  4. 

This  being  the  day  for  the  confideration  of  the  petition 
complaining  of  an  undue  eleftion  for  the  borough  of  Malmef- 
bury,  there  only  being  ninety- five  members  prefent  at  four 
oVlock,  the  Houfe  adjourned. 

Friday,  May  5. 
The  Scotch  Notes  Bill  was  read  a  firft  time. 
The  Weft  India  Governor's  Indemnity  Bill  was  reported, 
and  ordered  to  be  engroffed. 

Lord  Stafford  reported,  that  his  Majcfty  had  been  waited 

lipon 
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upon  with  the  A^drefs  of  that  Houfc,  refpc6ling  the  propbted 
marriage  between  the  Princefs  Royal  and  the  Prince  of  Wir- 
temberg,  and  that  his  Majefty  returned  thanks  for  their  dutiful 
Addrefs,  and  for  that  attachment  which  they  had  uniformly 
ihewn  to  him  and  his  family. 

Mr.  Long  brought  up  accounts  dating  the  amount  of  bills- 
drawn  within  a  twelvemonth  from  St.  Ebmingo,  which,  upon 
the  motion  of  Mr.  St.  John,  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  St.  John  gave  notice  that  he  fhould  poftpone  his  motion 
refpedting  the  fituation  of  the  troops,  and  the  expcnccs  of  St. 
Domingo,  till  Thurfday  next. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  moved,  tliat  an  humble 
Addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  Majedy,  that  he  would  be  pleafed 
to  caufe  to  be  laid  before  the  Houfe  copies  of  addrefles  from  the 
Afiembly  of  Jamaica  to  Major-Gencral  Williamfon,  of  the 
7th  of  Odlobcr  1794 ;  alfo  copies  of  the  artitles  of  the  inftruc- 
tions  given  to  General  Willisrmfon  ;  copies  and  extradJs  of  let- 
ters from  Secretary  Dundas  to  General  Williamfon  and  Wil- 
liam Hutchkiofon,  Efq.  and  the  copy  of  a  letter  from  the 
Duke  of  Portland  to  W.  Hutchkinfon,  Efq.  of  the  19th  of 
Auguft  1796,  on  the  fubjed  of  the  St.  Domingo  revenue ; 
and  alfo  an  cxtra<£l  of  a  letter  from  Secretary  Dundas  to  Go- 
vernor Simcoe. 

Mr.  Pybus  brought  up  an  eflimate  of  the  encreafe  of  pay  to 
the  feamen  and  marines  on  board  his  Majefty's  fleet  for  one 
year,  from  the  3d  of  May,  purfuant  to  the  order  of  Council ; 
tc^ether  with  an  eftimate  of  the  expence  of  the  full  allowance 
of  provifions,  which  were  ordered  to  be  laid  upon  the  table  of 
the  Houfe. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchfqucr  faid»  that  he  fliould  pro- 
pofe  on  Monday  that  thefe  papers  be  referred  to  a  Committee 
of  Supply. 

KEKT  .ELECTION. 

Mr.  M'Dowall  reported  from  the  Committee  on  the  Kent 
eledioii,  that  they  had  determined  that  Sir  William  Geary 
was  duly  eleded,  and  neither  of  the  petitions  was  frivolous  or 
vexatious.  '         - 

The  refolution  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  nnd  Means  on 
the  Loan  to  Ireland  was  brought  up,  read,  and  agreed  to. 

The  Members  of  the  Committee  to  try  the  merits  of  the 
Malmelbury  elefSion  were  appointed. 

The  Houfc  in  a  Committee  on  the  Loan  bill. 

'^Dxz  Chancellor  of  the  Exchtquer  faid  a  few  words,  whieh 

Mr.  Ticrney  defir^d  the  Mmiftcr  to  explain. 

Fa  The 


^6  tVOODFALL'S  PARLIAMENTA^^Y  REPORTS.      [Cowmowv 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  that  he  had  already 
flated,  as  diftin£lly  as  he  could  (late,  that  it  was  his  Intention 
to  prqx)fe  *m  the  biil  now  before  the  Committee,  that  provi- 
fion  be  made  fef  the  repayment  of  the  advances  that  have  been 
already  made  to  the  Emperor.  But  that  it  was  not  his  inten- 
tion at  prefent  to  make  any  proviiion  for  further  advances  to  be 
made  to  the  Emperor,  according  to  the  ground  which  be  had 
for  forming  his  opinion  at  that  moment. 

Th?  bill  then  paffcd  the  Committee,  and  the  refolt  wa4  or- 
dered to  be  received  the  next  day. 

PORTION   OF  THE  PRINCESS  ROYAL. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  then  moVed^  that  the  Houfe 
do  now  refolve  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe  to 
eonflder  further  of  a  fupply  to  be  granted  to  bis  Majedy.— - 
Agreed. 

.  He  then  moved  that  his  Majefty's  gracious  Meflage  be  re- 
ferred to  the  faid  Committee. — Ordered. 

He  then  moved  that  the  fum  of  8o,oocfl  be  granted  to  his 
Majefty,  to  enable  his  Majefty  to  give  a  portion  on  the  mar- 
^age  of  the  Princefs  Royal. 

mr«  Curwen  faid  he  would  not  oppofc  the  refulution  which 
was  now  propofed,  but  he  could  not  help  faying,  that  con- 
fidering  the  burthens  which  have  been  lately  impoTed  upon  the 
people,  and  the  great  neceffity  there  was  to  take  care  that  they 
ihould  be  made  to  bear  as  little  more  as  was  poffible ;  confider- 
ing  many  things  which  he  need  not  emimeratc,  he  would  have  ' 
been  happy  if,  in  (lead  of  coming  to  the  country,  the  King  bad 
provided  for  this  marriage  hiinfclf.  At  fuch  a  moment  as  this, 
when  the  fums  impofcd  upon  the  people  were  fo  great,  there 
was  nothing  that  could  be  done  to  fpare  the  people  that  ought 
not  to  be  done.  He  was  as  jvilling  as  any  other  man  to  exprefs 
all  neceffary  afFedlion  for  the  Throne  and  for  the  different 
branches  of  the  Royal  Family;  but  at  fuch  a  moment  as  die 
prefent,  he  mufl  repeat,  that  he  thought  it  would  have  a  good 
efFcft  if  this  expence  was  defrayed  by  his  Majefty  himfelf. 

The  refulution  was  then  put  and  carried. 

NEUTRAL    CARGOES. 

Mr.  Hobhoufe  ftated,  that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
had  held  out  the  amount  of  the  neutral  cargoes  as  amounting 
oply  to  8oo,CCol.  at  the  opening  cf  the  laft  budget,  whereas, 
the  claimants  made  it  out  to  be  1,554,888!.  4s.  gd.  this  would 
occaiion  a  great  deficiency  in  the  VV  ays  and  Means  of  the  year. 
Befidt^s,  it  was  the  opinion  of  the  Bank  Direftors,  that  thefe 

would 
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would  infift  on  pament  of  their  claims  in  fpecie,  or  bullion ; 
this  would  be  a  great  drain  out  of  the  kingdom. 

The  ChanceSor  af  the  Exchequer  explained.  He  had  £iid 
nothing  in  the  budget  about  neutral  cargoes.  The  honourable 
#  Gentleman  mlftook   the  matter*  and  confounded  the  thin^ 

which  he  had  alluded  to  with  the  Dutch  captures  to  that  a • 
mount ;  they  were  the  property  of  his  Majefty  by  virtue  of  his 
prerogative,  but  which  his  Majefty  has  ordered  to  be  applied 
in  aid  of  the  public  fervice.  With  refpcdk  to  the  claimants  of 
neutral  cargoes  inGfting  on  payment  in  fpecie,  or  bullion,  he 
knew  not  of  any  right  they  had  to  infift  on  fuch  payment  any 
more  than  others,  nor  of  any  power  they  had  to  enforce  fuch 
demands ;  they  muft  be  fatisfied  by  bills,  like  other  creditors, 
while  the  regulation  lafted. 

The  Houfe  being  rcfumed,  the  report  was  ordered  to  be  re- 
ceived the  next  day. 

The  Houfe  agree  to  go  mto  a  Committee  of  Supply  on 
Monday. 

WASTE   LANDS. 

Sir  John  Sinclair  moved  the  order  of  the  day,  which  was 
faz  the  Houfe  to  rcfolvc  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  tl)c  whole 
,  Houfe,  to  confider  of  the  report  of  the  Seledk  Committee  oa 

Wafte  Lands.  • 

The  Houfe  in  a  Committee, 

Sir  John  Sinclair  moved,  that  the  Chairman  be  dirc6led  to 

move  the  Houfe  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  dividing,  allott* 

b  ing,  and  inclofing  wafte  lands  in  England,  by  agreement  of 

parties  interefted  therein,  and  for  removing  certain  legal  dif- 

abilities  in  parties  to  do  fo. — Agreed. 

Alfo,  that  the  Chairman  be  inftrufted  to  move  for  leave  to 
bring  in  a  bill  for  enabling  any  perfon  or  perfons  who  may  be 
entitled  to  wafte  lands,  to  inclofe  and  allot  the  fame  in 
fcveralty. 

The  Solicitor  General  faid,  he  was  glad  that  the  honourable 
fiaronet  had  divided  his  bill  into  two;  the  former  was  not  an^ 
objeft  of  difcuifion,  but  he  apprehended  there  were  very  mate- 
rial objeAions  to  the  fecond. 

The  queftion  was  put  and  carried,  and  the  Houfe  being  rc- 
fumed, leave  was  given  to  bring  in  the  two  bills. 

The  other  orders  of  the  day  were  deferred. — Adjourned. 

SATURDAY,    MAY    7. 

The  Scotch  Small  Note  bill  was  read  fecond  time,  and  or- 
dered to  be  committed  on  Monday. 

Tlic 
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The  report  of  the  Committee  of  Supply  relative  toj:he  por- 
tion of  the  Priocefs  Royal  was  brought  up  and  agreed  to. 

The  report  of  the  Loan  bill  was  brought  up,  read,  and 
agreed  to,  with  various  amendments,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a 
third  time  on  Monday. — Adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 
Monday,  May  9. 

Received  feveral  bills  from  the  Commons,  which  were  read 
a  firft  time.— Adjourned. 


.  HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Monday,  May  9. 

Mr.  Rojt  brought  up  the  Stamp  Duty  bill,  which  was  read 
a  firfl:  time. 

The  Loan  bill  was  read  a  third  time,  and  pafled. 

Mr.  Secretary  Dundas  brought  up  the  papers  which  were 
moved  for  on  Friday  laft,  relative  to  St.  Domingo. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  requcfted  Colonel  Walpole 
to  put  off  his  motion  refpedling  the  Maroons  to  give  way  for 
the  important  budnefs  which  he  was  to  bring  on  in  the  Com- 
mittee of  Supply. 

Colonel  ff^alpole  deferred  his  motion  till  Thurfday. 

Mr.  Tierney  faid,  be  had  petitions  in  his  hand  from  a  clafsof 
men  whom  he  had  only  to  name  in  order  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  Houfe  to  their  interefts,  he  meant  the  perfons  employed 
in  the  dock-yards,  on  the  river  Thames,  fhip-builders,  fail- 
makers,  caulkers,  and  rope-makers,  whom  no  body  fiiould 
offend.  They  complained  that  a  claufe  had  been  introduced 
into  a  bill  now  pafTing  through  the  Houfe,  which  (truck  at  the 
means  they  poiTefled  offupporting  themfelves  and  their  femilies, 
at  the  fame  time  that  it  would  prove  highly  injurious  to  the  in- 
terefts of  the  country.  The  claufe  was  one  of  which,  he  be- 
lieved, A^cry  few  perfons'  in  the  Houfe  were  aware.  It  went  to 
nothing  fhort  of  a  repeal  of  the  Navigation  A£t,  by  allowing 
the  Eaft-India  Company  to  build  tlieir  Ihips  in  India.  He 
/hould  now  move  for  leave  to  bring  up  the  petitions,  to  which 
he  hoped  the  Houfe  would  liftcn  with  attention,  and  not  with- 
out fome  aftoniflimcnt,  that  Minifters,  under  all  the  circum- 
flances  of  the  times,  fliould  confider  this  as  the  fit  moment  for 
irritating  the  people  employed  in  the  dock-yards. 

Mr.  Ryder  faid,  he  had  it  in  contemplation  to  move  that  the 

clauie 
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claufe  in  the  bill,  ag^inft  which  the  petitions  were  direAed^ 
fticul(l  he  left  out,  and  he  fubmittcd  it  in  that  cafe  to  the  ho- 
nourable Gentleman,  whether  it  was  neceffary  for  him  to  per- 
il ft  in  bringing  up  the  petitions.  He  denied  that  the  bill  had 
been  carried  in  a  clandefline  way  through  the  Houfe,  or  that, 
iuppoQng  it  to  have  pafied  in  its  prefent  form,  that  it  would  at 
all  have  the  cScSt  which  the  honourable  Gentleman  had  re- 
prefented. 

Mr.  Tiemey  congratulated  tlic  Houfe  on  the  honourable 
Gentlemen  on  the  other  fide  having  learned  to  concede  expe- 
ditioufly,  but  perfifted  in  his  mption  for^bringing  up  the  peti- 
tions with  which  he  had  been  enlrufted. 

Mr.  Secretary  Dundas  afferted  that  there  was  nothing  farther 
from  truth  than  the  ftatements  of  the  honourable  Gentleman. 
He  contended  that  it  was  the  honourable  Gentleman,  not  the 
bill  now  before  the  Houfe,  who  wilhed  to  repeal  the  Naviga- 
tion a6t.  That  aS  applied  to  Afia  as  well  as  to  America.  Had 
the  honourable  Gentleman  never  heard  of  the  Britannia  and 
tlic  Sir  Edward  Hughes,  (hips,  both  of  which  were  built  in 
the  Eaft- Indies,  and  which  were  now  in  the  fervice  of  the  Eaft- 
India  Company.  Nothing  was  more  clear  than  that  (hips,  ac- 
cording to  the  Navigation  aft,  might  lie  be  built  in  India  as 
well  as  in  Canada ;  how  far  it  might  be  a  meafure  of  policy 
to  comply  with  the  petitions  of  the  people  in  the  dock- yards, 
was  another  queftion,  though  he  was  by  no  means  of  opinion 
that  the  allegations  contained  in  them  were  true,  even  in  view 
of  their  perfonal  intereft,  far  left  national  advantage. 

Mr-  Fox  declined  going  into  any  difcuffion.upon  the  Navi- 
gation adl,  but  he  contended  that  the  queftion  of  the  Compa- 
ny's right  to  build  (hips  in  India  could  not  be  fo  clear  as  had 
been  reprefented  by  the  honocrable  Gentleman,  elfe  it  would 
not  have  been  deemed  necefiary  to  introduce  a  claufe  into  a 
a  bill  for  the  purpofe  of  afcertaining  it. 

After  repeated  explanations  from  Mr.  Tierncy  and  Mr^ 
Dundas^  the  former  gave  notice  that  on  a  future  day  he  ihould 
bring  the  fubjedl  regularly  before  the  Houfe. 

Mr.  Ttcrney  prdfentcd  feveral  petitions  agalnft  the  claufe  in 
the  bill  fiom  the  journeymen  failmakers  of  the  port  of  London, 
the  body  of  caulkers,  and-  a  body  of  men  whom,  he  faid,  it 
would  not  be  prudent  in  any  perfon  to  irritate — the  rope- 
makers. 

Mr.  Alderman  Curtis  prefented  a  petition  to  the  fame  cffcft 
from  the  fliip  builders  of  the  port  of  Ix)ndon,  as  did  Mr.  Shtm 
from  the  maft-makers,  and  Mr.  Maimuaring  from  the  faw- 
ycrs. 

The 
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The  fevcral  petitions  were  brought  up,  read,  and  ortjcrcd 

to  lie  upon  the  table  till  the  third  reading  of  the  bill. 

•     Mr.  Btyan  Edwards  faid,  he  wifbed  before  the  petitions  were 

difpofed  of  to  enter  his  proteft  againft  fome  fa6b  ftated  in  the 

courfe  of  the  converfation. 

The  Speaker  informed  the  honourable  MenQber»  that  the 

petitions  were  already  difpofed  of,  and  a  new  motion  before 

the  Houfe. — (A  general  laugh  !) 

'COMMITTEE  OF  SUPPLY. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  moved  the  order  of  the  day 
for  the  whole  Houfe  to  rcfolve  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  Sup- 
ply, and  that  the  papers  conraiiiing  the  eft '.mates  of  the  increafed 
pay  of  the  feamcn  and  marines,  with  the  additional  charges  of 
vidualling,  which  ^crc  laid  before  the  Houfe  on  Friday  laft, 
be  referred  to  the  confidcration  of  the  Commitlee. 

Thefe  motions  being  agreed  to,  the  Houfe  rcfolved  itfelf  ac- 
cordingly into  the  Committee,  ^Mr.  Hobart  in  the  chair. 

SEAMEN  AND  MARINES  ADDITIONAL  ALLOWANCE. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  L  x  cheque  rioi^.  He  faid,  that  incoa- 
fequence  of  the  late  tranfadlions  which  had  made  it  neceflary 
to  raifc  the  wages  of  the  men  of  his  Majefty  fleet,  and  in 
purfuanceof  the  eftimates  furnifhed  for  that  purpofe,  he 
felt  it  incumbent  on  him  to  propofe  to  the  Committee  to 
grant  a  fum  adequate  to  enable  his  Majefty  to  provide  for 
the  various  exigencies  likely  to'  be  incurred  as  fpecified  in 
ihofe  efHniates.  He  was  ready  to  acknowledge,  that  he 
felt  peculiar  embarraiTment,  and  laboured  under  great  difad- 
vantage  in  dating  the  fupply,  becaufe  it  was  always  under- 
ftood,  that  where  any  increafe^was  propofed,  certain  grounds 
(hould  be  given  Vo  proceed  on,  iFor  the  purpofe  of  afcertain- 
^ng  the  propriety  of  that  increafe.  This  argument  applied 
very  ftrongly  to  the  meafure  which  he  was  about  to  lubmit 
to  the  judgment  of  Gentlemen,  as  the  increafe  intended 
was  of  a  very  con fiderable  nature,  and  fuch  as  was  unavoida- 
ble during  the  continuance  of  the  war.  •  It  might  there- 
fore be  expeded,  that  the  different  rates  of  wages,  various 
data,  circumftances  and  other  matters  would  be  brought 
forward  to  fhcw  the  proportionate  progreflion^  neceflary  to 
be  obferved.  Yet  he  (hould  fay,  that  with  every  view  of 
public  utility,  with  every  confideration  relative  to  prudence 
and  policy,  and  with  every  poflible  attention  to  the  delicacy 
of  the  cafe,  he  did  not  feel  himfelf  at  liberty  to  proceed 
into  a  regular  and  formal  detail  of  what  he  had  no  doubt, 

had 
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had  for  fome  time  pad  engaged  the  ferious  attention,  and 
occupied  the  anxiety  of  the  Houfe.     He  (hould,  therefore^ 
on  thefe  grounds,  rather  rely  on,  and  ^ven  claim  the  filent 
indulgence  of  the  Houfe,  than  enter  into  any  detail  of  the 
very  important  fubjefl J -which  was  then  propofed  for  thetf 
acquiefcence.     At  the  fame  time  that  he  confeffcd  his  ina- 
bility to  difcufs  the  bufintis  in  the  Regular  way,  it  was  ne- 
ceflary  for  him  to  declare,  that  as   to  any  opportunity  of 
information  which  might  be  expeSed  from  Government 
on  the  fubjed,  it  could  not  be  too  ftrongly  imprelfcd  bn 
the  minds  of  Gentlemen,  that  too  much  caution  could  not 
be  ufed  in  an  affair  in  which  the  flighted  mifreprcfentation* 
.might  produce    the  mod  difagreeable  confequences.      He 
had  fuflicient  ground  to  fuppofe,  that  nothing  could  fo  ef-. 
fedually  terminate  the  difficulties  to  which  he  might  be  un- 
derdood  to  allude,  as  a  knowledge  of  the  vote  of  the  Houfe* 
on  the  obje£l  which   then  engaged  their  attention.      H& 
therefore,  did  not  hefltate  to  fay,  that  from  the  pad  circum-  . 
dances,  and  the  prefent  general  fituation  of  things,  he  felt  it 
his  duty  to  afk  and  folicit  the  fdent  judgment  ot  the  Houfe. 
In  alluding  to  the  edimates  before  the  Committee,  he  trud- 
ed,  that  the  particular  amount  would  not  be  the  chief  ob- 
ject x>f  their  attention  ;  and  he   fhould,  therefore,  without 
any  more  preliminary  obfervatious,  date  at  once  the  diiFerent 
fums  neccflary  to  be  voted.    In  the  fird  indance,  the  amount 
of  the  various  allowances  of  wages,  increafmg  in  a  propgr- 
tionate  ratio  of  5s.  6d.  4s.  6d.  and  3s.  6d.  per  month,  or, 
in  other  words, 

The  rtfp^ive  iocreaCe  of  monthly  pay  for  able  featren,  ordinary  feamen» 
and  landfmen,  -with  id.  per  day  to  the  Non  Commillior.i'd  otHccrs  of 
marines,  and  2|d.  to  the  privacc&,  would  produce  a  fum  total  yearly 
of  35i>Ooc 

To  vhich  tbe  yearly  \ncTca(hof  z.Stb  of  rhe  whole  victualling  of  the  Navy 
was  to  be  added,  making  at  the  lacc  ot  19%.  per  month  each  man  for  13 
months  ia  the  year,  the  Turn  of  85,000 

.   And  forming  togedier  the  fum  total  of  £,  4.^^>,ooa 

It  was  his  duty  to  ftate  the  probable  amount  of  the  in- 
creafed  expence  in  wages,  and  in  vidtu ailing  for  one  yei^r^- 
yet  he  fliould  not  (late  it  actually  for  the  reit  of  the  year  at 
a  rate  higher  tiian  i(,.s.  per  month,  which  was  the  old  rate 
allowed  in  the  navy^  and  the  Committee  could  not  but  be 
,  convinced  of  the  necelfity  of  a  }uft  and  proportionate  addi- 
tion to  be  then  tnade^  for,  in  forming  the  edimates  it  ^a^. 
found  impoltible  to  deviate  from  the  old  (tandard  or  rate  of 
calculation,  which  was  19$.  per  month  allowance  for  vic- 

VoL.  III.  1797,  G  tualling. 
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tualiing.  It  (hould  alfobe  obrerved  to  Gentletncn,  that  there 
uere  very  diflfexent  periods  at  which  the  payments  of  the 
wages  of  fliips  became  due»  and  confidering  all  thefe  cir- 
cumftances  together,  and  comparing  their  relation  with 
c^ch  ot)icr»  hje  fiiouid  merely  Aate  the  fupply  projpofed  to  be 
Totc/i  to  provide  for  the  incrcafed  wages  and  vidualling  of 
the  feanien  aod  marines  of  the  fleet  for  nine  months,  and  he 
fipuldtak^it  at  an  average  fum  of  372,0001.  He  (hould, 
^reifore,  move 

^  That  St  19  cbe  optnton  of  thU  Commtttevy  that  a  Turn  not  c&cecding  the  fum  of 
3f7»,oool.  be  granud  to  hk  Majefty  towai  da  enabling  h|m  to  meet  and  provide  for  the 
CRpenccs  to  be  incurred  by  an  eocrcafe  o(  pay  to  his  Majcfty'a  fcaaoen  aod  matinea, 
accofding  to  the  addition  directed  by  Order  of  Council  of  the  3d  of  May,  1 797,  and 
by  the  propofied  UTue  of  full  allowance  of  provifion).*' 

Mr.  Fox  faid,  I  certainly  (hall  vote  for  the  refolution 
which  is  now  before  the  Committee ;  but  1  cannot  do  it  in 
the  manner  which  tho  right  honourable  Gentleman  propofes, 
namely,  to  give  it  filently.  I  cannot  do  fo  without  betray- 
ing my  Gonftituents.  He  feems  to  deprecate  difcuflion  upon 
this  fubjeA  at  this  moment,  as  being  likely  to  encreafe  our 
difficulties.  It  is  not  to  difcuflRon,  but  to  filence  we  owe 
that  dtifi<^ulty.  This  Houfe  (hould  not  have  been  the  con- 
^denlts  of  the  Minifter,  and  remained  filent  fo  long  upon 
this  fubjeA.  Had  this  Houfe  interpofed  upon  the  com* 
mcncemcnt  of  this  matter,  inftead  of  indulging  the  Mini- 
fters  withthefcandalous  delay  of  a  fortnight,  for  which  I  hope 
that  at  a  future  period  Miniftcrs  will  not  only  be  confiderW 
as  refpondble,  but  will  alfo  be  made  ferioufly  to  anfwer,  I 
verily  believe  we  flrould  not  have  heard  any  thing  of  the 
misfortunes  which  have  recently  happened.  The^Miniftcr 
has  faid  that  much  of  what  has  recently  happened  was 
owing  to  mifreprefentation  and  confequent  mifunderftanding, 
and  that  debating  the  fubjcS  is  not  the  way  to  put  off  the 
evil;  that  it  can  only  be  removed  by  voting  a  remedy  for  it 
in  filcnce.  I  fay  that  filence  has  been  affededly  preferved 
in  this  Houfe  in  order,  as  I  told  the  Minifter  long  ago,  to 
give  him  an  opportunity  of  doing  away  the  cffeft  of  any  mif- 
^5refentation  or  confequent  mifunderftanding  that  had 
iaKen  place  when  we  heard  of  this  bufincfs  firfl,  and  to  avoid 
any  future  mifunderftanding.  It  has  not  produced  that  ef- 
fed ;  nor  do  I  think  it  was  well  adapted  to  produce  it ;  for 
I  am  convinced  that  fccrecy  is  but  feldom,  if  ever,  fo  good 
a  mode  of  avoiding  a  mifunderftanding  as  difcuflion.     I 

wiU 
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imll  not  now  go  into  the  detail  of  the  condu A  6f  the  AdM 
minilty  upon  this  moft  delicate,  critical  and  important  bud* 
nefs,  during  the  £a(}er  recefs.  Indeed  I  have  not,  nor  has 
this  Houfe,  any  authentic  information  upon  it.  From  what 
I  have  heaniy  however,  in  common  with  the  public,  I  hav4 
jlroDg  doulxs  of  the  propriety  of  that  condua  ;  it  feiems  to 
have  been  that  of  neither  denying  nor  granting,  but  an  en*^ 
deavoor  to  bargain  with  the  Teamen,  and  to  offer  them  left 
than  was  reafonable  they  fliould  have,  (ince  n  was  lefs  than^ 
is  now  propofed^o  be  voted  in  this  Committee.  The  evil 
of  this  is,  that  you  have  encreafed,  inftead  of  diminilhing, 
the  fufpicion  of  the  feamen,  and  more  efpecially  fome  per- 
fonaV  diffidence  which  It  appears  they  entertain.  This  Houfe 
might  on  the  Monday  or  the  Wednefday  following  the  no* 
tification  of  the  difcontents  have  voted  that  which  is  now 
propofed,  and  it  is  inejccufable  in  Minifters  to  have  delayed 
it  Co  long.  But  mod  extraordinary  indeed  it  is  that  filent 
confidence  in  Minifters  ihould  be  now  demanded  of  this 
Houfe.  I  fay  that,  after  feeing  the  criminal  condud  of 
Adminiftration  upon  various  occaiions,  but  moft  ftrikingly 
upon  this,  if  this  Houfe  now  continues  its  filent  confidence, 
and  continues  a  blind  truft  in  men  who  have  fo  mifcon* 
duded  them felves,  it  will  be  little  lefs  blameable  than  Mi« 
nifters  have  been.  It  will  be  criminal  in  this' Houfe  to  re- 
pofe  trufl  and  continue  power  in  the  hands  of  men,  who  we 
know  by  bitter  experience  to  be  unfit  to  conduct  ovir  af« 
fairs  ',  who  have  ihewn  a  degree  of  guilt,  or  incapacity,  or 
both,  that  has  led  us  to  the  brink  of  deftrudion.  1  fay  thid 
is  not  a  time,  nor  are  the  prefcnt  circumftaiices,  in  which  we 
fliould  repofe  confidence  in  adminidratton  generally,  even 
fuppofing  it  to  be  the  reverfe  of  what  I  think  it  is,  namely, 
the  beft  9f  all  poflible  admin idrations  ;  but,  leaft  of  all,  to 
fuchan  adminiftration.  Miniders  eannot  fay  they  were  not 
warned  of  the  danger  of  delay  upon  this  moft  important  of 
all  fubjeds.  I  afked  the  Minifter  as  early  as  I  could  what 
was  intended  to  be  done,  and  when.  I  entreated  that  he 
would  not  fuiFer  any  delay  to  take  place.  I  repeated  my 
queftions  and  intreaties,  and  if  I  have  any  reafon  to  blame 
myfelf  at  all  for  the  part  I  took,  it  is  for  not  having  repeated 
oiy  defires  ftill  oftener.  That  it  (bould  b^  now  fuppofed 
that  any  good  can  arife  out  of  fecrecy  and  filence  ttpon 
this  fubjed  is  ridiculous.  The  thing  is  abfolutely  impofll* 
ble.  Does  the  right  honourable  Gentleman  really  think 
tbat  not  only  now,  but  for  eyer,  the  caufe  of  this  difcon* 
tent.is  to  remain  a  fecret?    Does  this  Houfe  really  mean 
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.^*fay  to  the  people  of  this  country  that,  after  what  they 
i^now  has  happehed  at  Portfmouth  upon  the  cotnnnencetnent 
of  this  mtfunderAanding  and  fince,  that  they  will  never  in- 
jjuire  into  the  caufe  of  it  ?  Are  we  fo  abandoned  as  to  deter- 
mine never  to  have  any  refponfibiiity  upon  ourfelves, but  that 
we  are  to  fay,  we  will  leave  the  whole  of  it,  under  a  blind 
confidence,  to  our  Executive  Government  to  manage  I  I  fay, 
wc  ought  to  take  refponfibiiity  upon  ourfelves  :^  it  is  our  firft 
and  greateft  duty,  without  the  due  performance  of  which 
we  fhall  be  worfe  than  ufelefs  to  the  public.  If  we  negleft 
jhat  du«y,  confider  what  may  be  I'he  effeft  of  this.  What 
has  happened  may  happen  again.  What  is  it  that  has.alrea- 
fjy  appeared  before  us  i — That  grievances  have  been  com- 
plained of,  and  have  not  been  fufficiently  attended  to.  The 
caufe  of  thefe  complaints  cannot  be  fully  known.  I  declare. 
Upon  my  honour,  I  do  not  know  the  caufe.  All  I  know  is 
what  I  have  feen  in  newfpapers,  related  as  having  paflfed  be- 
tween the  Admiralty  and  the  Delegates  of  the  fleet.  I  never 
heard  how  far  the  Admiralty  conceded  to,  or  oppofed,  the 
wiihes  of  the  fcamen.  I  never  underftood  the  matter  to  this 
day,  and  even  now  fdo  not  fully  undcrftand  it.  Why  then, 
I  aft,  how  I  am  to  do  my  duty  to  the  people  of  England,  in 
voting  away  their  money  on  circumftances  that  are  more  im- 
portant, perhaps,  that  any  that  ever  came  before  us  till  now, 
without  knowing  the  real  truth  as  to  the  cau(e  of  that  vote  ? 
1  fay  that  we  ouglit  to  know  that  caufe ;  for,  without  it, 
how  can  we  be  fatisficd  that  the  remedy  is  adequate  to  the 
evil  ?  I  fay^  alfo,  that  if  Minifters  were  as  fuccefsful  in  all 
their  plans  as  they  have  been  unfu^cefsful ;  if  they  had  ful- 
filled all  their  pr^mifes  as  uniformly  as  they  have  difregarded 
them;  if  they  had  graiified  our  wiftes  in  proportion  as  they 
have  difappointed  our  expeftations,  it  would  even  then  be 
the  duty,  tiie  bounden  duty  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  in 
this  moft  critical  and  important  of  all  cafes,  to  call  for  a  full 
explanation  of  the  caufes  of  this  difcontcnt.  I  hope  the. 
right  honourable  Gentleman  will  flate  them  all  fully  and  au- 
thentically to  this  Houfe  at  fome  future  period.  I  think  he 
ought  to  ftate.  even  now,  what  were  the  circumftances 
which  have  led  to  the  mifundcrftanding  between  the  fleet  and 
i^t  Admiialfy  after  the  firft  promife  was  made  to  the  failors. 
This  be  ought  to  dq  now,  in  order  that  we  may  know  whe- 
tiier  this  vote,  which  is  before  us,  is  a  complete  or  a  partiaU 
compliance  with  the  wiflies  of  thofe  who  are  the  objcfts  of 
it,     Xp  endeavour  tq  pafs  it  by  in  filence  is  filly.     To  cx- 
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pc&  that  fecrecy  can  fave  you  now,  and  to  think  that  it  may 
be  fmoihered,  is  the  weakeil  of  all  poffible  hopes,  h^  which 
you  will  refemble  children,  who  (hut  their  eyes  and  think 
that  nobody  can  fee  them.  I  therefore  hope  that  this  bufmefe 
will  not  be  fuSered  to  be  paifed  by  in  filence.  I  will  no 
more  be  Snfwerable  for  any  mifreprefentations  that  may  go 
abroad  upon  our  difcuflion,  than  the  Minifter  ;  but  I  know 
that  much  more  mifunderAiinding  is  likely  to  follow  filence 
than  dtfcufliont  I  therefore  w^ifh  the. matter  to  be  difcufled. 
I  wiih  to  know  now,  whether  this  is  all  that  is  intended  to 
be  done  upon  this.bufinefs?  By  this  f pedes  of  blind  confi- 
dence which  the  Miniftcr  is  fo  ready  10  afk,  and  w^hich  this 
Houfe  is  nuich  too  ready  to  grant,  the  conftitution  of  tdis 
country  may  be  undone.  J  know  there  are  many  who  think 
that  the  inconvenience  of  popular  aflemblics  are  great,  on 
account  of  the  publicity  ot  their  proceedings,  and  hence  has 
arifen  great  error  in  giving  to  Minifters  confidence  .when 
they  afk  it.  But  our  prefent  Minifters  .feem  to  think,  that 
the  lefs  they  are  called  upon  to  explain,  the  more  danger 
there  is  in  their  attempting  it,  and  they  call  for  confidence 
in  exzA  proportion  as  the  neceility  of  explanation  is  urgent* 
The  CboTKellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  he  thought  that  a 
iilent  vote  upon  this  fubjeft  was  the  beft,  and  therefore  he 
took  the  liberty  of  reconynending  it.  He  thought  (b  ft  ill, 
for  he  was  not  ihaken  in  that  opinion  by  any  thing  that  was 
faid  by  the  right  honourable  Gentleman  who  fpoke  laft  ;  and 
it  was  fmgular  enough,  that  that  very  perfon  who  called  for 
£omuch  information,  declared  he  fhould  vote  for  the  reCrfu- 
tion  after  he  had  heard  the  explanation  that  had  been  given  ; 
although  he  declared,  at  the  fame  time,  that  he  knew  no 
more  upon  it  than  any  other  member  in  the  Houfc ;  a  pretty 
convincing  proof  that  what  he  had  heard  already  was  fufE- 
cient  to  fatisfy  him  of  the  propriety  of  the  prefent  motion. 
This  adde^o  his  opinion  on  the  prudence  of  his  not  enter* 
ing  further  upon  this  difcuflion. 

.  Mr.  Fox  faid,  it  was  true  he  had  faid  that  he  knew  nothing 
more  of  the  circumftances  on  which  the  refolution  wa^ 
grounded,  than  what  the  public  newfpapcrs  contained*  He 
was  ready,  even  upon  that  knowledge,  to  vote  for  the  refo- 
lution, though  he  fhould  have  affented  to  it  with  much  more 
fatisfa£lion  if  his  vote  could  have  been  founded  upon  more 
iiiU  and  regular  information.  He  confuiered  the  information 
which  the  newfpapers  furnifhed,  and  the  notoriety' of  th« 
cafei  as  fuiBcient  to  induce  him  to  give  his  vote  for  the  refo- 
lution* 
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lutioil.  He  kniew  that  be  was  voting  for  an  expence  that 
was  neceflary,  but  without  knowing  wbefher .  that  expence 
was  all  that  was  neceflary,  and  whether  it  was  likely  to  pro- 
duce the  eife£t  deflred.  What  he  complained  of  chiefly  ia 
the  condudl  of  the  right  honourable  Gentleman  was,  that  a 
fortnight  had  elapfed  before  the  Houfe.was  informed  whe* 
thcr  any  promifes  had  been  made,  and  whether  they  wf  re  to 
be  adhered  to.  If  meafures  had  been  taken  immediaiely  td 
afccrtain  thefc  points,  the  Houfe  would  not  no^  have  been 
in  the  dark  upon  the  fubje6l ;  they  would  not  have  been  at  a 
lofs  to  know  whether  the  new  difturbances,  which  rumour 
ftated  to  have  taken  place,  hadarifen  from  the  circumftance 
of  the  agreement  not  being  confirmed,  or  that  enough  had 
not'  been  conceded.  Tranfadlions  like  thofethat  had  recently 
occurred,  certainly  would  have  been  highly  important  at 
every  period,  but  in  the  prefent  fituation  of  the  country 
they  were  of  unequalled  importance.  Jf  they  called  them* 
felves  the  reprefentatives  of  the  people,  if  they  really  felt 
ally  love  for  their  country,  could  they  be  fatisfied  that  the 
accompli (h men t  of  the  objed  for  which  the  vote  was  to  pafs^ 
was  placed  in  hands  worthy  of  fo  great  a  truft.  Could  they 
fey  that  they  had  done  what  they  ought  to  do  for  the  fecurity 
of  their  dcareft  interefis  and  moii  effential  concerns  ?  Could 
they  tell  their  conifituents  that  th^y  durfl  not  enquire  into 
circumrtances  fo  intimately  conne£led  with  their  fafety  and 
their  cxiftencc  ?  Could  they  fatisfy  their-  own  minds,  could 
they  fatisfy  their  conftituents,  by  telling  them  they  had  truft-* 
cdMinifters?  And  what  Miniftcrs  too  ?  Men  who  fa w  every 
hope  which  they  had  indulged  difconcerted ;  every  expec-* 
talion  they  had  formed  difappointed :  men,  who,  after  all 
their  alTertions  and  all  their  buafts,  were  compelled  to  come 
down,  and  found  new  meafures  upon  the  failure  of  their 
plans  and  the  difappointment  of  their  views.  And  would  it 
not  be  a  pretty  anfwer  to  give  to  their  conditUMiits,  when 
they  alked  them  what  conduct  they  liad  )vurfue<l  in  circiim- 
fiances  fo  critical  ?  to  fay,  that  they  durft  not  venture  to  en* 
^ire  into  the  circumftances  by  which  the  expence  ihty 
ifottd  was  incurred  ;  that  they  had  truded  to  MiniAers,  and 
to  men  who  had  (hewn  therofclves  fo  tnid-worthy  they  had 
confided  the  fafety  of  the  country !  If  fuch  was  the  opinion^ 
of  the  Houfe,  if  fuch  was  the  opinion  of  the  country,  as  he 
tfulled  it  was  not,  the  difficulties  of  our  iituation  muft  in- 
evitably terminate  in  utter  ruin. 

Mr.  Sheridan  faid,  he  certainly  ihouLl  vote  for  the  refolu* 
tion,  but  there  was  a  quedion  he  fhould  propofe  to  the  right 

honourable 
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hohottrable  Gentleman,  which  might  be  anfwered  without 
involTii^  that  difcuflion  which  he  wifhed  to  avdd,  or  that 
mifchief  which  he  apprehended.  In  aliufion  to  the  new  dif- 
turbances  which  were  faid  to  exift,  the  honourable  Gentle* 
man  had  faid,  that  nothing  was  fo  likely  to  reflore  tranquil- 
lity as  an  immediate  vote  in  favour  of  the  refolution.  But 
why  then  did  not  the  right  honourable  Gentleman  avail  him- 
fcif  of  the  opportunity  of  fubmitting  that  vote  fooner,  when 
it  might  have  prevented  the  difturbances  it  was  to  appeafe  t 
Why  was  it  that  the  vote  was  to  be  propofed  when  intorma- 
^on  was  received  that  new  didurbances  had  broken  out  ? 
Why  did  he  not  take  immediate  fteps  in  confequence 
of  the  promifcs  which  were  made  ?  Why,  inftead  of 
the  flow  procraftinating  mode  that  had  been  followed, 
had  not  the  right  honourable  Gentleman  come  with  a 
meflage  fiom  the  Throne,  recommending  the  Houfe  to 
take  tneafures  to  carry  into  etfeft  what  had  been  done  ? 
He  diflindly  afked  then,  why  a  fortnight's  delay  had  taken 
place  before  any  fteps  were  taken  to  carry  into  effcft  what 
had  been  ^one  ?  How  could  they  rely  that  even  what  they 
were  to  Vote  would  be  properly  carried  into  efied  ?  Fromi 
the  words  of  the  Lords  of  Admiralty,  that  they  had  come 
to  the  refolution  of  acceding  to  the  demands  of  the  feamen, 
<*  that  they  might  have  as  early  as  pofliblean  opportunity  of 
returning  to  their  duty,  as  it  may  be  ncceflary  that  rhe  fleet 
fhould  fpecdily  put  to  fea  to  meet  the  enemy  of  the  country," 
it  was  plain  that  they  did  not  expe£f  that  the  Teamen  were  to 
return  to  their  duty  upon  that  promife,  but  that  fome  other 
proceedings  would  immediately  follow  upon  it.  The  firft  ftep 
then  ought  to  have  been  a  communication  to  the  Houfe,  and 
fuch  a  vote  as  this  pafled  with  unanimity,  would  have  per- 
fe^ly  fatisfied  them.  He  thought  too  highly  of  the  charac- 
ter of  Britiib  fcamcn,  to  imagine  that  this  vote  would  not 
fatisfy  them,  and  if  it  did  not,  he  fhould  think  more  de- 
gradingly  of  them  than  he  did  at  prefent.  Mifreprefenta- 
tion  might  have  induced  them  to  do  what  they  ought  not  to 
have  done  ;  but  the  right  honourable  Gentleman  ought  to 
have  prevented  the  poflibility  of  fuch  niifreprefentation.  He 
was  convinced,  however,  that  means  of  conciliation  would 
be  more  effedual  if  accompanied  with  a  vote  of  cenfure  on 
Mintftersy  for  not- coming  to  Parliament  fooner  with  fonie 
propofition  on  the  fubjeft. 

The  ChanuHor  of  the  Excbiquer  faid,  that  it  was  a  miftake 
to  imagine  that  the  propofition  had  been  brought  forward  in 

confequencc 
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confequence  of  any  new  occurrences.  He  had  given  noticd 
on  Thurfday,  that  eftimates  were  to  be  prefented,  and  that 
they  were  laid  before  the  Houfe  on  Friday,  and  this  was  the 
carlieft  day  that  could  have  been  appointed  for  taking  them 
into  confideration. 

Mr.  Sheridan  faid,  that  he  did  not  ftate  that  the  refolution 
was  now  brought  forward  in  confequence  of  recent  occur* 
rences.  He  charged  the  right  honourable  Gentleman  with 
the  delay  that  had  taken  place.  He  believed  that  mifreprc-. 
fentation  might  have  taken  place,  but  that  mifreprefentation 
ought  to  have  been  anticipated  by  fome  earlier  propofition  on 
the  fubjeft.  He  prefled  the  right  honourable  Gentleman  to 
inform  the  Houfe  what  motive,  what  reafon,  what  pretence 
could  exift  for  the  delay  of  a  fortnight  which  had  intervened  ? 
He  did  not  impute  any  refponfibility  to  the  Admiralty,  as 
they  had  done  all  they  could  do. 

Mr.  Fox  afked,  if  there  was  any  man  who  would  deny 
that,  if  .the  news  of  this  vote  having  pafled  would  be  of  ad- 
vantage in  the  beginning  of  this  week,  whether  it  would 
not  have  been  of  equal  importance  in  the  beginning  of  laft 
week,  or  the  preceding  one  ?  How  could  this  fortnight's  de- 
lay be  juftified  ?  He  differed  from  his  honourable  friend  with 
regard  to  the  blame  imputable  to  the  Admiralty.  Knowing 
and  valuing  as  he  did  the  private  chara6ter  of  the  Firft  Lord 
of  the  Admiralty,  he  could  not  but  wonder  that  a  man  with 
feelings  like  his  could  fuffer  a  fortnight  to  pafs  without  fug- 
getting  to  his  friends  the  neceflity  of  hafte.  This  motion 
could  not  originate  in  the  other  Houfe,  but  he  ought  not  to 
have  remained  in  oHice  a  week  if  fuch  a  vote  as  this  was  not 
carried.  Mifconception  might  haVe  exifted,  and  to  this, 
perhaps,  were  owing  the  new  difturbances  that  had  taken 
place.  The  right  honourable. Gentleman,  indeed,  had  often 
the  fortune  to  be  mifundcrftood,  owing  to  the  perverfenefs 
of  his  audience,  no  doubt,  but  it  was  rather  unlucky  that 
this  fo  often  happened,  though  his  audience  was  compofedof 
men  of  all  defcriptions  ;  but  putting  it  on  this  ground,  that 
any  room  was  given  for  mifunderftanding  was  a  great  mif- 
fortune  to  the  country,  and  a  great  a£l  of  criminality  in  thole 
who  fliould  have  prevented  it. 

The  refolution  then  pafled  nem.  con. 

The  Hopfe  being  rcfumed,  the  report  was  immediately 
received,  and  agreed  to  nem.  con. 

The  other  orders  of  the  day  were  tltcn  deferred. 

Adjourned* 

HOUSE 
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HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

TuisDAT,  May  g» 

Earl  of  Lauderdale's  Petitiok. 
Mr.  Anjiruthir  was  heard  at  the  Bar  as  couofel  for  the  Bad 
ofErroI,  againft  the  Petition  of  the  Earl  of  Lauderdale^  relative 
to  die  late  ele&ipn  of  the  Sixteen  Peers  of  Scotland. 

Mr.  Adam  is  to  be  beard  in  reply  on  behaif  of  the  Petition 
on  Thwrfday  next. 

Loan  Bill. 

Or  the  mcKion  for  the  fecond  reading  of  die  Bill  for  grant- 
ingtohisMajefty/tfin'/^fM  mllionsfive  hundred tboufand pounds, 
by  way  of  Loan, 

The  Earl  of  Suffolk  begged  leave  to  aflt  a  qxieftiofl  of  the 
Nobie  Secretary  of  State  (Lord  Grenville)  which  was,  whe- 
ther any  part  of  the  money  to  be  raifed  by  this  BiU,  was  in^- 
tended  to  be  fent  to  Ireland,  and  on  what  account  i 

Lord  Grenville  faid,  that  certainly  the  fum  of  one  mURonfive 
hummed  thoufand  pounds  was  intended  for  the  feryice  of  the 
Sifter  Kingdom. 

The  Earl  of  .Suffolk  faid,  he  thought  the  Houfe  ought  welt 
to  confider  the  Subje<a  before  they  gave  their  aflent  to  fo  large 
a  portion  of  the  Public*s  money  being  (ent  out  of  the  kingdom^ 
at  this  time  of  unexampled  diftreft  and  calamity,  without  hav- 
ing fome  explanation  given  them  as  to  the  purpofes  for  whic^ 
this  money  was  to  be  applied.  He  was  afraid,  he  faid,  that  it 
was  meant  for  the  purpc^es  of  coercing  the  people  of  that  coun- 
try. If  fo  it  would  be  far  better  diatitfhou  Id  never  go.  Nothing, 
in  his  opinion,  could  be  more  to  be  deprecated  than  a  continu-* 
ance  of  the  meafures  which  had  been  for  fome  time  pa  ft  adopt- 
ed in  Ireland.  He  hoped,  therefore,  the  Noble  Secretary 
woald  inform  him  how  this  money  was  intended  to  be  applied. 

Lord  Grenville  faid,  that  the  queftion  of  the  nob!^  Earl  had 
placed  him  in  a  very  difficult  fituation.-  Indeed  it  was  impoffi-* 
bic  for  him  to  anfwer  it.  The  money  was  to  be  fen t  to  the 
Government  of  Ireland,  for  the  purpofe  of  defray  ing  all  expences 
which  were  neceffary  for  the  defence  of  that  country  againfl 
oar  enemies,  and  thofe  Who  aided  or  abetted  them.  Wheii 
the  tinoney  once  arrived  in  that  country,  it  then  became  th^ 
pinovince  of  the  Irifti  Parliament  to  difpofe  of  it  in  fuch  manner 
as  t9  them  ihoold  feem  beft  for  the  general  interefh  and  de- 
fenceof  the  country  iigainft  all  its  enemies.  It  was  oat  of  his 
power,  therefore,  to  give  any  further  anfw^  on  th©  fubjefl. 

Vojt.  III.  1797.  H  '    The 
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The  Earl  of  Suffolk  faid,  that  if  he  thought  the  money  was 
intended  to  be  ufed  for  the  defence  of  that  country,  aga'inft  her 
externa]  enemies,  no  man  would  be  readier,  or  vote  for  it 
more  eagerly  than  he  would.  He  was,  however,  very  much 
afiraid  it  was  rather  intended  for  the  purpofes  of  coercion  of 
the  people  there,  which  was  what  he  deprecated  as  one  of  the 
mod  unwife  and  impolitic  fydems  that  could  poflibly  he  pur- 
iued.  No  man  who  was  at  all  acquainted  with  the  (ituation 
of  the  two  countries,  could  have  a  doubt  upon  his  mind  of  the 
immenfe  importance  of  Ireland  to  this  kingdom.  No  man 
^ohadconfidcred  this  great  importance  would  deny,  that  Ire- 
land was,  in  fa£t,  the  right  arm  of  this  country,  and,  if  that  was 
admitted,  how  dreadful  muft  it  be  to  contemplate  the  great 
.danger  there  was,  that  from  the  mifchievous  meafures  which 
had  lately  been  adopted  in  that  country,  the  right  arm  was 
Jikelv  to  be  lopt  off  from  the  body.  He  thought,  therefore, 
the  Doufe  ought  to  interpofe  its  influence  to  prevail  on  his 
Majefty's  Mirtifters  to  adopt  conciliating  meafures,  in  order  to 
calm  the  minds  of  the  unhappy  people  of  that  country,  rather 
than  vote  away  fo  large  a  fum  of  money,  to  be  ufed  tor  carry- 
ing on  a  fyftem  of  coercion,  from  which  he  could  not  help 
dreading  the  mod  fatal  and  mifchievous  confequences,  if  they 
were  madly  perfided  in. 

Lord  GrenvitU  faid,  that  Miniders  in  this  country  could  not 
.  interfere  in  the  meafures  adopted  in  Ireland,  without  the 
breach  of  a  folemn  compact. 

Lord  Rawdon  (the  Earl  of  Moira)  faid,  that  he  believed 
his  noble  friend  (Lord  Suffolk)  mifconceived  the  nature  of 
the  advances  which  were  meant  to  be  made  to  the  Sifter  Kiiig- 
dom.  He  underftood  that  a  fum  was  to  be  raifed  in  England 
for  the  fcrvice  of  Ireland,  the  intcreft  of  which  was  to  be  pro- 
vided for  by  Ireland,  and  which  was  to  be  difjx>fed  of  by  the 
Government  pf  that  country.  When  Ireland  was  mentioned^ 
however,  he  could  not  refrain  from  repeating  what  he  had  faid 
on  a  former  day  refpcSing^the  fatal  fyftem.  of  policy  which 
Minift'ers  were  pursuing  in  regard  to  that  country.  From  the 
languid  manner  in  which  their  Lordfhips  feenied  to  attend  to 
what  he  faid  on  that  occafion,  he  concluded  that  they  were  of 
opinion  that  this  country  had  no  intereft  in  the  concerns  of 
Ireland.  As  he  was  of  a  very  different  opinion,  of  an  opinion 
fo  different,  that  he  conceived  the  very  exiftcnce  of  Great 
Britain  to  depend  upon  her  connexion  with  Ireland,  he  again 
called  upon  their  Lord/hips,  ferioufly  to  confider  the  tendency 
of  the  meafures  which  ^^inifters  bad  adopted,  and  were  ftill 

purfuing 
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filing  in  that  country.  His  Lordftiip  faid,  that  the  argument 
made  ufe  of  by  the  noble  Secretary  of  State,  both  in  anfwcr  to 
him  on  a  former  night,  and  to  his  noble  Friend  on  the  ptefent 
occafion,  **  that  his  Majefty*s  Miniflers  could  not  interfere 
•*  with  Ireland,  without  ^  breach  of  compaS,"  was  childiih 
in  the  extreme,  and  much  more  mifchievous  than  childifh. 
He  warned  their  Lordfhips,  however,  how  they  continued  to 

five  ear  to  fuch  weak  arguments.  He  begged  them  to  confi- 
er  the  dreadful  iiiuation  into  which  that  country  was  plung« 
cd,  and  to  interfere  with  their  good  offices,  before  it  was  too 
late  to  do  any  good.  The  time  was  fliort  indeed,  and  nothing 
could  efieftually  fave  the  country  but  lenient  meafures,*  and 
thofe  fpeedily  adopted^  If  the  prefent  meafures  were  periifted 
in,-  and  if  the  fame  fyftem  was  continued,  they  hazarded 
a  difmemberment  of  the  Britifli  Empire ;  whereas,  had  the 
meafures  of  conciliation  been  adopted,  which  he  prdpofcd  ai 
ihort  time  aeo,  he  firmly  believed  that  things  in  that  auarter 
would  already  have  ^orn  a  much  more  promifing  afpea.  He 
did  not  know  whether  it  was  not  already  too  late,  but  if  they 
perfevered  much  longer  in  the  fame  line  of  policy,  he  ven- 
tured to  prcdidl  that  Ireland,  if  not  wrefted  from  under  the 
dominion  of  the  Britiih  King,  would  be  reduced  to  a  iituation 
in  which  it  would  be  the  caufe  to  the  Englifti  Government  of 
continual  diftrud,  fufpicicn  and  alarm.  If  the  King's  Mi* 
nifters  were  fo  (hort  (ighted,  fo  infatuated  as  not  to  give  wholc- 
fome  advice  to  his  Majefty  upon'the  (ubjeft,  he  intreated  their 
Lordfhips  not  to  be  filent  when  they  faw  the  moft  important 
intcrefts  of  the  country  at  flake,  but  to  advife  his  Majefty  to 
employ  fuch  conciliatory  meafures  as  might  tend  to  attach  his 
fubjedb  in  that  part  of  his  dominions  to  his  pcrfon  and  Go* 
vernment.  Had  Miniflers,  inftead  of  aAing  upon  a  fyftem  of 
coercion  yielded  to  the  demand,  or  rather  might  he  have  faid, 
hearkened  to  the  petitions  of  the  Rom^n Catholics  and  Diflen> 
tcrs  in  that  kingdom,  they  would  at  this  moment  have  been 
prepared -to  parry  the  greateft  dangers  by  which  the  country 
might  be  threatened,  and  inftead  of  being  under  the  neceflity 
of  fending  money  for  the  fervice  of  Ireland,  they  might  have 
been  deriving  the  moft  effedual  means  of  national  defence 
from  that  quarter.  Whether  it  was  now  too  late  to  alter  the 
fyftem  of  meafures  in  that  kingdom,  he  could  not  take  upon 
himfelf  to  fay,  but  if  the  fame  meafures  were  purfucd  much 
longer,  he  was  at  no  lofs  to  deliver  it  as  his  opinion,  that  they 
would  be  attended  with  the  moft  calamitous  effcfts  that  diis 
country  had  ever  known.  He  entreated  their  Lordfliips  fcri- 
9)jfly  to  jefleft,  that  the  qucftion  was  not  merely  whether 
^  ir»  •  Ireland 
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Irebod  was  or  was  not  to  remain  attached  to  the  Britiib  Crown^ 
but  whether  the  Goveniincnt  of  tliis  country  was  to  exift  or 
ID  be  annihilated?  for  lie  ventured  to  affirm,  that  if  Ireland 
was  wrcfted  from  under  the  dominion  of  his  Majefty,  the  Go- 
vernment -of  Great-Britain  would  not  furvive  for  fix  months* 
Ireland,  if  ever  it  fhoukl  be  deprived  of  the  prote£lion  of  this 
country,  muft  neceffarily  league  itfelf  with  another  ftate ;  and 
when  we  arc  deprived  of  this  arm  of  ftrcngth,  he  begged  to 
know  whether  we  could  jsiake  any  efleftual  refiAance  to  an 
enemy  already  too  powerful,  with  this  new  acceffion  of  re- 
fource  ?  It  was  not,  therefore,  the  honour  and  credit  of  the 
Englifh  Crown  which  he  called  upon  their  Lordfhips  to  vindi- 
^te,  it  was  for  their  acres  that  he  entreated  them  to  confult  j 
Sot  the  church  eftabliihment,  and  the  'livings  attached  to  it, 
which  he  invoked  the  reverend  Prelates  to  defend.  Under  thefe 
unprefTions  he  now  took  the  liberty  of  repeating  what  he  had 
formerly  urged,  convinced  as  he  was  that  he  ihould  have  been 
deficient  in  the  duty  which  he  owed  to  his  Sovereign  and  to  his 
cbantry  had  lie  neg]e£ted  the  opportunity  which  was  afforded 
him  by  the  mention  of  Ireland,  of  throwing  out  confiderations 
ii?hich  appeared  to  him  to  be  of  fuch  importance  in  the  prefent 
Jiate  of  that  unhappy  and  diflradled  country. 

He  begged  them  to  recolle6l  the  dreadful  confequences 
vhich  had  refulted  from  a  firailar  fyftem  of  coercion  purfue4 
againfl:  America.  Jn  the  beginning  of  that  fatal  fyfiem  wc 
had  begun  by  ftigmatizing  them  as  rebels,  and  had  theoc^ 
compelled  tlicm  to  be  fo.  We  had  declared  the  Americans  to 
be  rebels;  we  had  threatened  to  punifli  them  as  fuch.  The 
Americans  received  the  information  with  aftonifliqaent,  as  no- 
thing had  been  farther  from  their  thoughts  than  any  idea  of  re- 
bellion. Finding,  Iwwcver,  that  they  were  declared  rebels^ 
and  to  be  treated  as  fuch,  tliey  began  to  be  perfuaded  they  were 
rebels,  and  the  indignation  which  they  fcjt,  added  to  the  dread 
of  thatpuniiliment  which  tl>ey  fo  little  merited,  drove  them 
to  that  firm  and  compa£l  bond  of  union  which  enabled  them  to 
beat  us  out  of  the  country,  and  to  compleat  their  independ- 
ence. Tlie  fame  dreadful  and  defperatc  game,  his  Locd/hipi 
faid,  he  was  afraid  was  about  to  be  phyed  over  again  wltk 
rofpc6i  to  Ireland.  He  hacl  once  thought  that  fo  bitter  a  leflba 
as  that  which  bad  been  taught  us  by  America,  might  bivc 
,  ferved  as  an  ufeful  monitor,  but  he  was  afraid  he  {hould 
£nd  himfelf  miftaken.  He  begged  tlieir  Lord0iips,  however^y 
to  rcfleA,  that  though  tliis  country  had  not  felt  2JI  the  fatal 
efle£ts  which  had  been  imagined  from  the  lofs  of  America,  that 
j^ill  the  lofs  of  Ireland  would  be  «ttteiided  with  much  more  dlf- 

aftrou^ 
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aftroas  conlequencesy  for  Ireland  mud  throw  hexfdf  into  die 
alliance,  ot  under  the  protection  of  fooie  other  power  near  to 
ibis  country. 

Lord  Suffolk  (aid,  be  had  come  down  for  the  purpofe,  not 
of  bringing  the  (bte  of  Ireland  into  difcuflion,  but  of  aiking 
Ibme  very  important  queftjons  upon  a  fubjed,  perliaps  ftiS 
more  alarniing,  to  whidi,  after  the  prefent  motion  was  dif- 
poTed  of,  he  hoped  that  he  lliould  receive  fatisfadiory  anfwers 
from  die  noble  Secretary  of  State. 

Lord  GrrnviUe  defciared,  that  no  warmth  of  declamation »  or 
violence  of  language,  (boa Id  provoke  him  to  fwerve  from  tha( 
line  of  condu£t  which  he  had  adopted  on  the  fubje<5l  in  con* 
iequence  of  cool  deliberation  and  mature  refie£Uon.  Whether 
the  arguments  ufed  by  him,  in  anfwer  to  the  propoGtion  which 
the  noble  Lord  had  brought  forward  fome  time  ago  with  regard 
to  Ireland,  were  cinldlfh  or  not,  he  had  left  it  to  the  Houfe  to 
determine.  The  Houfe  had  determined  on  the  queflion,  and 
he  was  perfediy  fatisfied  that  the  difcuflion  into  which  the 
noble  Lopd  (Rawdon}  had  entered  on  a  former  day,  and  which 
on  this  day  he  had  thought  proper  to  renew,  could  not  be  en- 
tertained without  a  breach  of  a  mod  folemn  compad,  and  a 
dire£l  infringement  of  the  rights  of  the  independent  Legiflature 
of  Ireland.  And  fo  far  was  he  from  thinking  that  the  motioa 
of  the  noble  Lord,  had  it  met  the  approbation  of  the  Houfe, 
irould  have  been  attended  with  good  e&£b,  that  he  was  fully 
convinced  it  would  have  had  a  tendency  dire£Uy  oppoGte,  and 
that  the  affairs  of  Ireland  would  have  been  in  a  much  more 
alarming  fituation  than  they  were  at  prefent. 

The  Dukeof  Gri9//00  contended  that  the  noble  Secretary, 
prcfeffing  as  be  did  to  believe  that  the  motion  of  the.  aobk 
Lord  ^Kawdon)  would  have  been  accompanied  with  had 
eflfe^  was  bound  to  ihew  that  the  affiiirs  of  Ireland  had 
been  improved  llnce  its  reje£lion  by  the  meafures  upon  which 
hisMajefty't  Minifieis  were  now  a£ling.  It  had  unfiartunately 
happened  that  all  tlie  afliirances  and  expe&attons  held  out  hy 
the  noble  Secretary  upon  public  afiairs,  had  unifi3rmly  failed, 
and  he  was  afraid  tnat  their  condu£^  in  refpedi  to  Ireland  would 
add  another  infiance  to  the  long  catalogue  of  xninifteriai  dif- 
graces  and  of  public  diilappointments. 

Lord  GrenviUi  profei&d  a  readinefs  at  all  times  to  meet  any 
difcttffion  which  any  noble  Lord  might  think  proper  to  bring 
forward  reipefiin?  the  condufl  of  his  Majefty's  Miniftersi  and 
cxprefled  a  conviai6n  that  it  would  never  fufFer  from  a  com* 
parifon  with  the  mode  in  whic{i  their  meafures  had  been  op* 

The 
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The  Duke  of  Bedford  faid,  he  rofe  to  ttike  notice  of  a  fmgle 
expreflioh  in  the  laft  fpeech  but  one  of  the  noble  Secretary  of 
State.  He  haj  mentioned  '*  the  breach  of  a  folemn  compadl." 
He  did  not  underhand  what  compact  was  meant,  and  wifhed 
for  foroe  information  on  that  fubjeft.  Was  the  expreffion 
ufed  in  reference  to  any  folemn  compaft^vhich  his  Majefty's 
Minifters  had  entered  into  to  fend  mondy  to  Ireland  ? 
•  Lord  Grerwllte  in  explanation  faid,  that  what  he  meant  by 
**  a  breach  of  a  folemn  compadl,'*  was  a  breach  of  that  com- 
paft  by  which  this  country  folemnly  pledged  itfelf  not  to  in- 
terfere with  the  independent  Legiflature  of  Ireland,  and  con- 
fequently  not  to  enter  into  the  difcuffion  of  matters  conne£led 
with  tlye  infernal^ regulations  of  that  country. 

The  Duke  of  Bedford  declared,  that  to  his  mind  it  appeared 
that  the  fending^a  large  fum  of  money  to  Ireland  under  the 
fan6):ion  of  the  britifh  Parliament,  was  juft  as  much  an  inter- 
'fcrpnce  with  the  immediate  province  of  the  Parliament  of  Ire- 
land, as  it  would  have  been  for  the  Parliament  of  this  country 
to  have  exercifcd  its  influence  with  his  Majefty  t^  ^ave  inter- 
pofed  his  good  offices  for  reftoring -peace  and  trancj'uility  to  the 
minds  of  his  Irifh  fubjcSs.  ' 

Lord  Rawdon  (Earl  of  Moira)  faid,  he  confidered  the  ex- 
planation of  the  noble  Secretary  as  little  better  than  a  childiih 
evafion.  Was  this  a  time,  he  would  afk,  under  fuch  a  variety 
bf  circumftanccs  the  moft  ferious  and  alarming  that  ever  befel 
the  country,  to  get  rid  of  queftions  of  the  higheft  importance 
and  bf  the  greateft  magnitude,  under  the  pretence  of  forms? 
Forms,  in  many  cafes,  he  was  ready  to  admit,  ought  ftriftly 
to  be  adhered  to ;  but  where  the  exigency  was  preffing,  and 
delay  or  fubterfuge  might  be  produftive  of  the  moft  fatal  con*- 
fequences  to  the  exiftence  of  the  country,  the  beft  means  of 
meeting  the  danger  that  threatened  ihould  alone  be  con- 
fidered. 

Lord  Grenviiie  replied,  that  the  Houfe  had  decided  between 
the  propofition  of  the  noble  Lord  as  it  was  formerly  fubmitted 
to  the  Houfe,  and  the  mode  which  he  had  adopted  of  oppofmg 
it,  and  by  that  decifion  he  was  determined  to  abide. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  fecond  time. 

The  third  reading  of  the  bill  for  erefbing  the  Corporation  of 
Surgeons  into  a  College  was  poftponed  on  the  motion  of  the 
Duke  of  Bedford  till  Friday  the  19th,  \yith  a  view  to  give  tim^. 
for  feme  Members  of  that  Corporation  to  petitiou  aeainft  it,  . 
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AUGMENTATION   OF   SEAMENS*   PAY   BILL. 

In  confequence  of  a  meflage  received  from  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  by  Mr.  PyBus,  requefting  their  Lordfliips  to  fit  a  little 
longer,  they  waited  till  the  bill  was  brought  up  for  granting 
an  additional  allowance  to  the  feamen  on  board  his  Majefty'js 
fleet.  The  bill  was  read  a  firft  time  witliout  oppoQtion.  On 
the  motion  that  it  be  read  a  fecond  time, 

Lord  Suffolk  faid,  he  conceived  this  to  be  the  ftage  of  the 
bill  on  which  it  was  proper  for  him  to  put  the  queftion  to  the 
noble  Secretary  of  State,  which  he  had  come  down  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  afking  with  an  anxiety  bordering  on  diftrefs.  He  wi(hed, 
in  the  firft  place,  to  know  why  the  bill  now  before  the  Houfe 
nvas  not  brought  in  a  fortnight  ago,  and  what  were  fhe  caufes 
of  the  delay  which  had  taken  place  and  produced  fuch  fatal 
confequences.  He  would  claim  for  himfelf  the  right  to  make 
further  obfervations  when  he  had  heard  the  noble  Secretary's 
anfwer. 

Earl  Strange  (the  Duke  of  Athol),  thinking  that  incalcula- 
ble mifchief  might  be  the  confequence  of  any  difcul&on  taking 
place  upon  a  fubjeft  of  fo  great  delicacy,  rofe  for  the  purpofe 
of  deprecating  fuch  a  difcuflion,  and  of  expreffin^  a  wifh  that  ' 
the  bill  (hould  go  through  its  feveral  ftages  without  any  obfer- 
vations  being  made  upon  it.  They  had  already  experienced  the 
fatal  efFefts  of  the  converfation  which  took  place  on  a  former 
evening  haviig  been  mifreprcfcnted,  and  fimilar  effevSls  might 
happen  again  from  a  fimilar  caufc.  He  therefore  entreated 
their  Lordfhips  to  allow  the  bill  to  go  as  quickly  as  poflible 
through  its  feveral  ftages,  in  the  hope  that,  in  confequence  of 
it,  the  deluded  feamen  would  return  to  their  duty,  and  receive 
with  gratitude  this  boon  from  their  country. 

Lord  Suffolk  afked,  if  mifreprefentation  was  the  caufe  of  thc^ 
recent  calamities  which  they  had  to  deplore,  on  which  fide 
that  mifreprefentation  had  originated  ?  It  was  not  on  his  fide 
of  the  Houfe,  but  on  tiie  other,  and  in  confequence  of  the 
concealment,  if  not  of  the  duplicity,  of  iiis  Majefty's  Mi- 
niftcrs. 

The  Duke  of  Athol  replied,  that  he  did  not  allude  to  any  ' 
mifreprefentation  which  had  taken  place  in  that  Houfe,  b^f  to 
the  mifreprefcntations  of  thofe  wlio  were  eitlier  incapah^p  of 
difcerning  the  meaning  of  what  pafled,  or  who  perverted  it 
from  an  evil  defign. 

Lord  GrenviUe  declared  that  there  was  no  fpecies  of  invec- 
tive, however  bitter,  and  no  declamation,  however  iVritating, 
which  fliould  provoke  him  to  depart  from  the  duty  which  he 

owed 
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owed  to  the  public,  by  enteriog  into  a  difcuflioD  which  would 
highly  injure  the  beft  interefts  of  the  country.  He  little  ex- 
pelled |o  have  heard  of  difierent  fides  of  the  Houfe  on  tfiat 
night; 4 different  fides  of  the  Houfe  on  fuch  a  queftion  !  On 
fuch  an  occafion  it  was  the  duty  of  their  Lordfhips  to  ad  with 
unanimity,  and  to. forget  all  queftions  of  inferior  caoment; 
under  a  firm  convidlion  that  the  prefent  difficulties  under 
which  they  laboured  was  entirely  owing  to  a  fcandalous  mif- 
rcprefentation  of  what  pafied  in  that  Houfe  on  a  former  even- 
ing, he  fiiould  not'on  the  prefent  evening  give  a  fecond  op- 
portunity for  the  fame  caufc,  to  produce,  perhaps,  ftill  more 
calamitous  effe<%.  He  (hould  therefore  fit  down  with  an  ex- 
preffion  of  thanks  to  the  noble  Earl  (Strange)  for  the  judicious 
and  manly  way  in  which  be  had  exprefled  his  fentiments  upon 
the  fubjed. 

The  Duke  of  Bedford  faid,  he  rofe  for  the  purpofe  not  of 
introducing  difcuffion  upon  the  fubje£b  of  the  bill  now  before 
the  Houfe,  but  of  refifting  the  dodrine  that  their  Lordfhips 
were  bound  to  fan£tion  whatever  his  Majeity's  Minifters 
thought  proper  to  propofe.  He  rofe  for  the  purpofe,  not  of  giv- 
ing an  opportunity  for  mifreprefentation,  but  to  give  his  Ma* 
jefty*s  Minifters  an  opportunity  of  doing  away  mifreprefenta- 
tion; to  give  them  an  opportunity  of  amending  their  declara- 
tion, and  of  removing  the  mifconceptions  to  which  it  had  given 
rife.  Difcuffion  of  the  fubjcft  of  the  bill  he  thoi^ht  improper, 
explanation  he  thought  neceffary.  He  was  not  furprifcd,  how- 
ever, that  difcuffion  and  explanation  were  equally  obnoxious 
to  his  Majefty's  Minifters,  for  fecrecy  alone  could  fcreen  their 
condu£k  from  cenfure  and  their  charaftcrs  from  infamy.  When 
any  light  was  thrown  upon  their  ailions,  it  fcrvcd  only  to  con- 
y\A  them  of  odious  treachery  or  the  moft  fliameful  incapacity. 
He  fhould  not  now  move  for  infornftation  upon  the  prefent 
fubjed,  but  he  pledged  himfelf  to  do  it  on  a  future  day,  when 
he  had  litde  doubt  but  Minifters  would  be  found  to  merit  the 
heavieft  cenfure. 

Lord  GrenviiU  faid,  that  having  been  perfe£kfy  convinced 
that  all  difcuffion  of  the  fubjedl  was  improper,  and  hanng 
therefore  exprefsly  declared  that  nothing  (hould  induce  him  to 
enter  into  it,  he  did  not  at  all  wonder  at  the  noble  Duke's  im- 
mediately feizing  with  eagerncfs  on  fo  favourable  an  opportu- 
nity of  indulging  himfelf  in  a  ftrain  of  declamation  and  invec- 
tive againft  his  Majefty's  Minifters.  All  that  he  ihould  fay 
in  anfwcr  was,  that  if  the  noble  Duke  felt  any  triumph  in  the 
enjoyment  of  the  advantage  he  had  afforded  him,  it  was  a  tri* 
uroph  which  he  did  not  in  the  fraallcft  degree  envy  him. 

Lord 
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Lord  Rawdom  tsLii^  that  the  queftion  put  by  his  noble  Tmni 
(Lord  Suiiblk)  did  not  invite  any  difcuflion  upon  the  fiihjcA 
of  the  bill  now  before  the  Houfe ;  it  was  diftin£t,  and  fet  apftit 
fiom  the  bill.  His  noble  Friend  did  not  obje£t  to  the  bill,  be 
only  wiihed  to  know  the^caufe  of  the  delay  which  had  taken 
place  in  bringing  it  in.  And^n  order  to  avoid  giving  any  an« 
fwerto  this  ntnple  queftion,  the ^  noble  Secretary  availed  hini* 
felft  as  an  excufe,  of  a  mifapprehenfion  of  (bmething,  not  which, 
was  faid,  but  of  fomething  which  was  not  faid  on  a  former, 
day.  The  country  would  not  take  this  as  an  cxcufe  he  was 
furci  and  lie  hoped  that  neither  would  their  Lord(hips  fuftaiii 
it.  ■  There  was  one  confequence  of  a  ferious  natiire  to  be  ex-- 
peStfd  from  the  filcnce  of  the  noble  Secretary  if  it  was  perfe-. 
v^tpd  in»  namely,  that  the  delay  would  naturally  be  afcribed 
to  official  negle<Sl,  a  circumftance  which  certainly  would  not^ 
tend  much  toconcdiate  thefeamen»  atjeaft  to  thofe  whoad<» 
nstniftered  his  Majefty's  Government/  The  explam^tiqn  dcK 
fired  went  only  to  one  fingle  point,  ajod  it  ^aa  idle  and  childtOi. 
to  evade  it,  viz.  why  the  meafure  no.w.  adopted  was  not  takftv 
with  greater  expedition  ? 

,  Lord  SyJmy  deprecated  all  difcuflion,  and  threatened,  if  it 
was  proceeded  in,  to  do  what  he  never  was  in  the  habit  of  do^ 
ing^'  or  much  inclined  to  do,  viz.  to  move  that  the  Houfe 
ibpuld  be  cleared.  He  obje<£ted  alio  to  the  difcuflion  as  it  was 
now  coodufied,  as  being  contrary  to  ail  'Parliamentary  forms, 
9nd  as  tending  to  encrcAfe  the  delay  fo  much  complained  of. 

"  His  Lordmip  complimented  tlie  Earl  of  Strange  in  (Irong 

and  bandfome  language  on  the  very  proper  ?nd  manly  conduct 

he  had  adopted  on  the  prcfcnt  critical  occallon.     With  regard 

to  the  arguments  of  the  noble  Lord  (Lord  Rawdon),  it  was 

agreed  on  all  hands  that  it  was  improper  to  enter  into  difcuflion 

oF  tb^  fubje<Sl  then ;  and  if  it  were  true,  Jxs  had  been  flatcd» 

that  the  qucftion  put  by  the  noble  Earl  (Lord  Suffolk)  was 

a  diOin£t  queftior),  feparate  from  the  fubjeft  of  the  bill,  it  could 

not  properly  be  the  fubtcfl  of  debate  or  difcuflion,  when  the 

general  wim  was  to  pais  the  bill  with  as  little  delay  as  poflible. 

*    The  Duke  of  (yrtf/zw  (aid,  that  he  did  not  afk  too  much 

when  henflced  a  conceffion  from  their  Lqrdfiiips  that  the  pre- 

fcnt  lyas  one  of  the  grcateft  calamities  with  which  the  country 

was  ever  afBided,  and  that  arofe  chiefly  frorii  procraftination. 

If  then  thefe  pof^tions  were  founded  in  reditude,  would  any 

of  his  Majefty's  Minifters  be  hardy  cnoogh  to  fay  that  the 

rocintry  ought  not  to  be  informed  of  the  caufes  of  that  procrafr\ 

tirfation  ?  He  was  willing  to  draw  a  veil  overall  that  had  pafjfed,  ^ 

bat   when  they  were  putting  off  the  definitive  fettlcment  d( 

Vox.  m.  1797.  I  thp. 
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bufihefs  from  day  to  day^  did  they  necoiledl  the  promift  taf  the 
Firft-  Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  and  that  his  Mafefty's  Roykl 
mard  wil&pled(>ed  that  the  meaiure  (hould  he  carried  into  effe£l^ 
Had  fac<  been  Firfi  Lord  of  the  Admiralcy  he  would  noc  hate 
beeir  an  hour  from  the  elbow  of  the-Minifler  till  he  had  got  hit 
promife.  carried  into  execution  ;  and  the  Mlnifter  on  his  part 
eogbt  to  hare  rccollcfted  that  his  Majefty's  nioft  graciotisw- 
der  caikdi  upon  him  to  take  the  fpeedieA  (lepsfor  giving'it 

-The  L$rdChanciUar  left  the  woolfack  and fiipplicated  \\mt 
Lordfhipf  to  oonfider  the  natnre  and  importande  of  the  Bil4« 
AH  the  noble  £>ords  who  prtiTed  for  explanation,'  agreed  ift 
cenfurii^g  the  procraAinatioo  that  had  already  tflkeil  pla<^^* 
He  contended,  therefore,  that  thofe  who  were  *fot  dnteribg 
into  dlfciiffionat  ihe  prefent  moment  partt)ok  in  fom^degr^tf 
of'the  critnittality  imported  to  thofe  \^  ho  were  faid  to  be  Khh 
authifrsof  thcdeiay.  He  appealed  to  the  feelings  of  th^ir 
librdftiipstoconfidtfr/xihilftthey  \)i'c re  debating  in  that  Hotife 
what  might -might  be^t  prefent  the  fitiiatiorf  of  the  fleet ;  in. 
confider  that  while  they  were  entering  upon  topics  whidft' 
Alight  be*  agitated  at  a  future  day,  and  ptitfing  queftions 
wliich  might  as  well  be  anfwcred  anothci-  time,  the  dda/ 
ilrhkh  was  thereby  bcc a fioned  to  the  pafling  of  the  bfll, 
might  be  putting  In, peril  the  lives  of  the  bed  and  braveft 
men -in  the  country.  It  was  like  flopping  to  enquire  how  7, 
fire  was  kindled  befcrp  they  employed  the  engines  to.'extjn- 
guilh  it.  The  difcuffiop  of  the  fubjeft  was  unavoidable  ;  he 
only  a(kcd  a  flag  of  truce  for  one  night,  and  their  Lordlhtp's, 
aflent  to  the  bilj,  th^t  it  migjit  be  palled,  and  fcnt  off  to  Portf- 
mouth  immediately. 

The  Duke  of  Bedford  AtcX^x^A  he  did  not  wifh  to  pro^ 
traft  the  pafling  of  the  Bill,  and  begged  only  to  aflc  the  noble 
Secretary  of  Slate  one  queflion,  it  was  one  which,  if  fairly 
anfwercd,  would  compleatly  put  an  end  to  all  difcuffion 
whatever.  The  queflion  was,  Whether  his  Majefty's  Mi* 
Diflers  intended,  and  were  really  endeavouring  to  carry  into 
execution  all  the  promitcs  made  by  the  Lords  Commifr 
(loners  of  the  Admiralty  to  the  fcamen  ? 

Lord  Grenville  thought  it  necelfary  to  denyi  in  the  rooft  eXr 
prefs  and  pofltive  tcrilis,  that  he  was  in  his  oflicial .  capacHy^i 
bound  to  anfwer  any  queflion  that  might  be  put  to  him, 
however  unfeafonably,  by  individuals.  His  Lordihip  felt  ^ 
that  it  was  a  do£binc  which  could  not  be  too  forcibly  flated 
V)  the  ^oufe,  that  his  |ylaje(ly's  Miniflcrs  and  Parliament 

ought 
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oughtboth  to  be  tried  by  tieir  o^n  zSts,  and  not  by  any 

Jj;ror»  and  (hameful  mirrepr^entations  that  were  tnalicioufljf 
abriciued  to  pervert  the  public  mind,  and  prejudice  it 
againft  Government.  It  would  be  peculiarly  hard  if  Mint* 
fters  were  to  be  tried  on  the  ground  of  anfwers  extorted 
irom  them  by  queftions  infidioufly  and  irregularly  put,  and 
then  carefully  conveyed  to  the  public.  He  faid,  that  frona 
anfwers  extorted  in  that  way,  the  grofleil  mirreprefentations 
went  abroad  thrcugh  thofe  diforderly  and  unconfiitutional 
channels,  though  acquiefced  in,  the  public  papers.  Thejr 
did  not  even  pretend  to  give,  with  any  degree  of  accuracy, 
ivhat  they  heard  in  that  Houfe,  and  had  no  authority  for  re* 
porting  what  they  did  hear.  He  believed  that  the  inconfi* 
deratedifcuflion  which  had  been  brought  forward  by  a  noble 
Duke  (the  Duke  of  Bedford)  on  this  fubjcA  a  few  nights  ago, 
and  the  (hameful  mifrcprefentations  which  had  been  made  re* 
fpcdling  it,  had  been  the  caufc  of  all  the  calamity  which  had 
happened  fince.  The  queition  which  that  noble  Duke  had  juft 
piut  to  him,  certainly  went  to  raife  (till  further  doubts  in 
the  minds  of  the  fcamen.  He  believed  there  was  no  inten- 
tion iq  it,  but  it  could  not  fail  of  having  that  tffe&.  He  had 
no  daubt,  however,  but  the  prefent  bill  would  convince  theoi 
of  his  Majefty's  firm  determination  to  fulfill  all  the  gracious 
indulgences  he  had  promifed  them  ;  and  he  could  not  con- 
ceive how  any  one  could  fuppofe  for  a  moment  that  Mini* 
flers  did  not  intend  to  fulfill  every  tittle  of  promife  and  en- 
gagement which  had  been  entered  into  by  the  Lords  of  the 
Admiralty. 

"  The  bill  being  read  a  fecond  and  third  time,  and  agreed. 
to  nemine  dljjtntiente^ 

The  Duke  of  Bedford  once  more  offered  himfelf  to  the  at- 
tention of  their  Lordfhips.  His  Grace  declared,  that  in 
order  to  allow  the  bill  which  had  ju(t  received  their  Lordfhip't 
slTcnt,  to  pafs  without  any  further  dfcuHion,  and  that  no  un- 
jufl  imputation  might  be  made  to  his  Lordfliip;  of  procraf- 
tinating  what  was  on  all  fides  admitted  to  be  fo  immediately 
neceflfary  to  the  dearefl  interefls  of  the  country,  he  had  not^ 
as  be  was  legally  entitled  to  do,  made  any  reply  to  the  charge 
brought  forward  againfl  him  by  the  noble  Secretary.  As 
therefore  the  important  bnllnefs  fubmitted  to  the  Houfe 
was  finally^agreed  to,  he  hoped  their  Lordfhips  would  indulge 
ham  with  faying  a  few  words  on  what  dropped  tn^m  the 
noble  Secretary  of  State,  rcfpefling  the  charge  made  againft 
fcim,  and  that  indulgence  he  particularly  relied  upon,,  as  he. 
had  waved  hi&  right  of  reply  while  the  bill^  which  had  been 

I  a  difpofedy 
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dirpoiird  of,  was  fttll  under  confideration.  He  was  very  glad 
to. find  that  the  noble  Lord  had  fpoken  out,  and  that  he  had 
been  fo  pointedly  charged  by  that  hoble  Lord  with  being  the 
author  of  the  calamities  alluded  to,  for  he  could  at  lead  have 
an  opportunity  of  clearing  himfeif  in  the  moft  fatisfa^ry 
manner  from  any  imputations  on  that  head.  He  had,  in« 
deed,  heard  it  bu7zed  about  by  the  dependents  on  .Mint- 
ilers,  that  he  had  been  the  caufe  of  thcfe  calamities,  but  the 
charge  was  at  length  formally  avowed  by  the  noble  Lord  him* 
fidf.  He  would  therefore  appeal  to  the  candour  of  the 
Houfe,  whether  he  had  not  on  the  occafton  alluded  to,  come 
forward  and  fpoken  with  as  much  referve  and  caution, 
as  the  delicacy  of  the  fubjc£l  could  poflibly  admit?  He 
would  maintain,  that  ia  the  proceeding  cenfured  by  the 
ooble  Secretary,  he  had  done  nothing  but  what  his  duty  in 
Parliament  required  of  him.  He  had  aiked  Minifters,  if 
they  intended  to  bring  the  fubjed  before  Parliamtcnt  ?  and 
the  anfwer  which  he  received  to  that  plain  queftion,  from 
one  of  his  Majefty's  Minifters  was,  that  he  had  no  plan  to 
communicate  to  the  Houfe*  [The  Duke  of  Be^ord  was 
interrupted  by  Lord  Sydney^  who  fpoke  to  Order.] 

Lord  jydlKu^obferved,  that  as  the  noble  Duke  alluded  to 
the  language^  of  a  noble  Earl  who  was  not  prefent  (Lord 
Spencer)  and  as  he  referred  in  his  judification  to  what  had 
paflTed  in  a  former  debate,  he  trufted  the  noble  Duke  would 
defer  the  fubjedl  till  fome  future  opportunity. 

The  Duke  of  £^^r^  proceeded,  and  allowed  that  it  was 
not  ftri£dy  in  order  to  allude  to  a  former  debate,  though  in 
the  courfe  of  this  evening  it  had  been  done  by  the  noble 
Secretaryof  State.  He  had  not  either  exprefsly  mentioned 
the  words  of  the  anfwer  he  had  alluded  to,  though  the  noble 
Secretary  had  exprefsly  mcntioncd-them.  He  flattered  him- 
feif, therefore,  he  had  not  been  much  wanting  in  point 
of  order.  He  (hotild  make  no  fcruple,  however*  in  alluding 
to  that  fpeech  if  he  thought  it  neceifary  in  juftification  ot 
his  own  charader,  though  the  firft  Lord  of  the  Admiralty 
had  not  thought  proper  to  attend  in  his  place  on  the  prefent 
occafion.  He  had  no  doubt  but  he  could  Ihew  mn(l  ciearly 
that  it  was  to  that  noble  Lord's  anfwer,  more  than  to  any 
thing  that  fell  from  him,  that  a  late  calamity  originated. 
And  his  Grace  faid,  he  thought  the  noble  Secretary  before 
he  made  fuch  charges,  ought  lo  take  care  of  making  them 
on  fair  grounds.  Why  did  he  nor  boldly  come  forward  with 
.  a  charge  againft  him  ?  He  was  ready  to  meet  fuch  a  charge, 
and  to  xepei  it  any  day. 

The 
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The  Earl  of  S^^lk  Taid  he  required  Minifters  to  attend 
in  their  places.  There  could  in  his  opinion,  be  no  excufe 
for  their  abfence  at  the  prefent  crifis  for  days ;  no,  not 
even  for  hours.  It  appeared  to  him  as  an  indication  of  their 
defire  to  (hrink  from  their  duty. 

Lord  GrenvilU  felt  himfelf  called  upon  to  notice  the  e4*' 
prelBon^  which  had  fallen  from  the  Noble  Lord  who  had 
fpoken  laft.  He  was  for  his  own  part  perfedly  fatisfied^* 
that  no  nobk  Lord  could  accufe  him,  even  in  the  flighted 
reljpedy  of  fbrinking  from  his  duty.  He  begged  leave  to 
dilclaim  the  idea  intimated  by  the  noble  Earl,  that  Mini* 
ftcrs  were  bound  at  all  times  to  be  prefent  in  their  places  in 
Parliament.  He  ihould  not  hefitate  to  fay,  that  with  regard 
to  his  own  conduA,  it  ^as  abfolutely  neceflary  for  him  to 
judge  for  himfelf  of  the  time  moft  proper  for  his  attendance 
to  his  duty  in  that  Houfe,  and  his  abfencte  on  other  important 
duties.  He  alfo  thought  it  requifite  to  (late,  that  it  vfza  ir* 
regular  for  any  individual  member  to  require,  in  a  peremp- 
tory tone,  the  attendance  of  Minifters,  the  ufual  and  con- 
ftitutional  mode  was  to  proceed  by  fummoning  the  Houfe. 

The  Duke  of  Bedford  explained,  and  contended  that  the 
noble  Secretary  ought  not  to  have  brought  forward  a  charge 
fo  very  ferious  in  its  nature  without  clear  and  (peciHc 
grounds.  He  (hould,  however,  take  an  early  opportunity 
of  fubmitttng  to  the  Houfe  fome  propofitton  of  a  ferioui 
nature  on  the  imputation  made  againft  him. 

The  Houfe  having  agreed  to  adjourn  at  pleafure,  until 
bis  Majedy's  commiflian  could  be  iffued  for  giving  his  royal 
aflent  to  the  bill,  the  commiflion  was  accordingly  read  at 
half  an  hour  after  eight  o'clock,  and  the  fpeaker  and  mem- 
bers of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  attending  at  the  bar,  the 
bill,  with  five  other  public  and  five  private  bills,  received 
the  royal  aflent. 

.The  Lords  Commiflioners  were,  the  Archbiffaop  of  Can-^ 
terbury,  the  Lord  Chancellor,  the  Duke  of  Portland*,  and 
the  Earl  of  Liverpool. — Adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Tuesday,  Mayt). 
Sir  yohn  Sinclair  brought  up  the  two  general  Inclofure 
bills,  which  were  read  a  firft  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a 
fecond'time  on  Monday  next. 

The  Scotch  Bank  note  bill  went  through  a  Committee 
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dirpo&d  ofy  was  ftill  under  conflderation.  He  was  very  glad 
to  find  that  the  noble  Lord  had  fpokcn  out,  and  that  he  had 
been  fo  pointedly  charged  by  that  hoble  Lord  with  being  thd 
author  of  the  calamities  alluded  to,  for  he  could  at  lead  liave 
an  opportunity  of  clearing  himfelf  in  the  moft  fatisfaftory 
manner  from  any  imputations  on  that  head.  He  had,  in- 
dcedi  heard  it  bu7zed  about  by  the  dependents  on  .Mint-> 
ilers,  that  he  had  been  the  caufe  of  thcfe  calamities,  but  the 
charge  was  at  length  formally  avowed  by  the  noble  Lord  him* 
fidf.  He  would  therefore  appeal  to  the  candour  of  the 
Houfe,  whether  he  had  not  on  the  occafion  alluded  to,  come 
forward  and  fpoken  with  as  much  referve  and  caution, 
as  the  delicacy  of  the  fubjcd  could  poflibly  admit?  He 
would  maintain,  that  ia  the  proceeding  cenfured  by  the 
ooble  Secretary,  he  had  done  nothing  but  what  his  duty  in 
Parliament  required  of  him.  He  had  aiked  Minifters^  if 
they  intended  to  bring  the  fubjed  before  Parliament }  and 
the  anfwer  which  he  received  to  that  plain  queltion,  from 
one  of  his  Majefty's  Minifters  was,  that  he  had  no  plan  to 
communicate  to  the  Houfe.  [The  Duke  of  Me^ord  was 
interrupted  by  Lord  Sydneyy  who  fpoke  to  Order.] 

Lord  jyd^^iyobferved,  that  as  the  noble  Duke  alluded  to 
the  language^  of  a  noble  Earl  who  was  not  prefent  (Lord 
Spencer)  and  asJie  referred  in  his  j  unification  to  what  had 
palled  in  a  former  debate,  he  trufted  the  noble  Duke  would 
defer  the  fubjedl  till  fome  future  opportunity. 

The  Duke  oi Bedford  proceeded,  and  allowed  that  it  was 
not  ftridly  in  order  to  allude  to  a  former  debate,  though  in 
the  courfe  of  this  evening  it  had  been  done  by  the  noble 
Secretary  of  State.  He  had  not  either  exprefsly  mentioned 
the  words  of  the  anfwer  he  had  alluded  to,  though  the  noble 
Secretary  had  exprefsly  mentioncd^hem.  He  flattered  him- 
felf, therefore,  he  had  not  been  much  wanting  in  point 
of  order.  He  (hould  make  no  fcruple,  however,  in  alluding 
to  that  fpeech  if  he  thought  it  necclFary  in  judification  of 
his  own  charader,  though  the  fird  Lord  of  the  Admiralty 
had  not  thought  proper  to  attend  in  his  place  on  the  prefent 
occafion.  He  had  no  doubt  but  he  could  (hew  moft  clearly 
that  it  was  to  that  noble  Lord's  anfwer,  more  thafi  to  any 
thing  that  fell  from  him,  that  a  late  calamity  originated. 
And  his  Grace  faid,  he  thought  the  noble  Secretary  before 
he  made  fuch  charges,  ought  lo  uke  care  of  making  them 
on  fair  grounds.  Why  did  he  not  boldly  come  forward  with 
.  a  charge  againft  him  ?  He  was  ready  to  meet  fuch  a  charge, 
and  to  repel  it  any  day. 

The 
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The  Earl  of  SujKlk  faid  he  required  Minifters  to  attend 
in  their  places.  There  could  in  his  opinion,  be  no  excufe 
for  their  abfence  at  the  prefent  crifis  for  days ;  no,  not 
even  for  hours.  It  appeared  to  him  as  an  indication  of  their 
defire  to  ihrink  from  their  duty. 

Lord  GrenvilU  felt  himfelf  called  upon  to  notice  the  e4*' 
prelBon^  which  had  fallen  from  the  Noble  Lord  who  had 
fpoken  laft.  He  was  for  his  own  part  perfedly  fatisfied^' 
that  no  noble  Lord  could  accufe  him,  even  in  the  flighted 
refjpedy  of  flirinking  from  his  duty.  He  begged  leave  to 
dilclaim  the  idea  intimated  by  the  noble  Earl,  that  Mini-* 
ftcrs  were  bound  at  all  times  to  be  prefent  in  their  places  in 
Parliament.  He  ihould  not  hefitate  to  fay,  that  with  regard 
to  his  own  conduA,  it  ^as  abfelutiely  neceflary  for  him  to 
judge  for  himfelf  of  the  time  moft  proper  for  his  attendance 
to  his  duty  in  that  Houfe,  and  his  abfencte  on  other  important 
duties.  He  alfo  thought  it  requifite  to  ftate,  that  it  was  ir« 
regular  for  any  individual  member  to  require,  in  a  peremp- 
tory tone,  the  attendance  of  Minifters,  the  ufual  and  con* 
ftitutional  mode  was  to  proceed  by  fummoning  the  Houfe. 

The  Duke  of  Bedford  explained,  and  contended  that  the 
noble  Secretary  ought  not  to  have  brought  forward  a  charge 
fo  very  ferious  in  its  nature  without  clear  and  (pccinc 
grounds.  He  Oiould,  however,  take  an  early  opportunity 
of  fubmitttng  to  the  Houfe  fome  propofition  of  a  feriouf 
nature  on  the  imputation  made  againft  him. 

The  Houfe  having  agreed  to  adjourn  at  pleafure,  until 
hisMajefty's  commillian  could  be  iffued  for  giving  his  royal 
aflent  to  the  bill,  the  commiffion  was  accordingly  read  at 
half  an  hour  after  eight  o'clock,  and  the  fpeaker  and  mem- 
bers of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  attending  at  the  bar,  the 
bill,  with  five  other  public  and  five  private  bills,  received 
the  royal  aflent. 

.The  Lords  Commiflioners  were,  the  Archbiffaop  of  Can-^ 
terbury,  the  Lord  Chancellor,  the  Duke  of  Portland,  and 
the  Earl  of  Liverpool. — Adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Tuesday,  May^. 
Sir  John  Sinclair  brought  up  the  two  general  Inclofure 
bills,  which  were  read  a  firft  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a 
fecondtime  on  Monday  next. 

The  Scotch  Bank  note  bill  went  through  a  Committee 
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of  the  whole  Houfe,  and'  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time 
th^  next  day. 

The  additional  Stamp  Tax  bill  was  read  a  fecond  timo 
and  oklered  to  be  committed  on  Thurfday. 

The  Prize  Ship  bill  was  read  a  third  time  and  pafled  with 
various  amendments. 

The  oaembers  were  chofen  by  ballot  to  try  the  merits  of 
the  Maidfione  eleAion. 

Several  petitions  w^re  preCented  againft  the  (hip  prize 
bill*  from  various  (hipwxightSy  carpenters^  &c.  and,  upon  tfao 
third  reading  of  the  fame  bill. 

Mr.  Ryder  moved  a  claufe  to  leave  out  thefe  words—* 
^  in  any  part  of  f^itvcz  or  the  Elaft-Indies."  This  would 
remove  the  obje£lions  of  peifons  who  thought  their  intereAs 
were  likely  to  be  affected  by  having  privileges  granted  to 
fliips  built  in  India  equal  to  thofe  built  in  Great  Britain. 
This  alteration  was  adopted,  and  the  bill  read  a  third  time. 

SEAMEN. 

Mr.  Whithnad  faid,  that  in  confequence  of  what  had  pafled 
the  preceding  night,  and  confid.ering  the  impreflion  of  mens' 
minds  relative  to  the  didurbances  at  Portimouthi  he  now 
rofe,  not  to  enter  into  the  caufes  of  that  affair,  but  to  prefa 
upon  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  a  queftion,  which 
had  been  diftinctly  propofed  to  him  by  two  ol  his  honourablo 
l^riendsthe  preceding  night,  and  to  which  noanfwer  was  made«. 
He  begged,  therefore,  to  aflc,  why  the  propoGtion,  moved  that 
night,  was  not  brought  forward  on  an  earlier  day  ?  Had  this 
been  done,  the  difaftrous  confequences  which  had  taken  place 
might  have  been  prevented.  Unlefs  a  fatisfactbry  explana- 
tion was  given  of  a  delay  fo  fatal  in  its  confequences,  and 
for  which  the  right  honourable  Gentleman  was  refponfible  to 
the  Houfc  and  to  the  cotmtry,  it  was  his  intention  to  move  a 
direct  vote  of  cenfure  againd  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
aucr,  for  grofs  neglect  of  duty  in  not  fubmitting  the  fubject 
(ooner  to  the  Houfe. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  acknowledged,  that  he 
certainly  was  refponflble,  provided  there  was  any  mifcon- 
dud  imputable  to  any  perfon  on  the  occafion  alluded  to  by 
the  honoural)le  Gentleman.  He  would  not  however,  at. 
prefent,  enter  into  any  difcuflion  on  a  fubjeS,  concerning 
"which  he  would  wi(h  that  as  little  as  poflible  might  be  faid* 
But,  whenever  the  honourable  Gentleman  (hould  bring  for* 
Ward  his  intended  vote  of  cenfure,  that  would  be  the  iijne 

for 
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(or  him  to  ftate  t&ofe  things  which  he  might  think  fit  to  fub* 
mit  to  the  juftice.  and  candour  of  the  Houfe.  As  to  the 
^ueftion,  Wtiett^er  the  recent  proceedings  in  the  fleet  arofe 
fmcn  Parliament  not  having  fooner  adopted  that  meafure^ 
whtcb  was  on  the  former  day  brought  forward  in  the  Cbm** 
initte  of  Supply,'  he  mfoft^bfcrve,  that  there  wa^  not  a  ftcp 
taken,  which^  ion fffteiitly 'with  thfe  tteccflary  forms  aftd  re- 
gulatibns,  could-  )isnrd  biden  adopted  kt  more  early  periods 
Aan  thofe  on'ivhiich  they  were  brought  forward.  'On  thd 
a6th  of  April,  the  petiuon  of  the  feameo  was  referred  to  a 
ConMitittec  of  the  Lordirof  the  AdmJraUy,  whb  were  to 
confider  the.  fame,v  arid  .report  fheir  opinion  upon  it,  Theif 
tfeport  was  made  to  the  King  in  Council,  and,  als  foon  as  ft 
was  approved  of,  immediate  dire6lion$  wtre  given  kt  the 
proper  offices  to  prepare  an  eftim^te  6£  ike  funi  which  the 
intended  aiigmcntation  in  the  wag^s'W  the  feamen  would 

Eroduce  ;  and  the  motxtent  that  eftiriiat^  was  ready,  it- was 
rid  before  the  Houfe  ;  and  that  rcfoltitibni  already  alluded  to^ 
Toted  accordingly^  *  The  'Houfe  -Would  ilfd  rccoUedl,  that, 
in  confeqoencc'of  a,  question  put  td'him 'by  an  honourable 
Gentleman',  on ithe mother  fidei  he  hUddiflinAly  ftated,  Aat 
ac^omnuinicatian  waslobe  made  oft  theTubjeft  of  an  aug- 
jnentation  in  the  feamen^'  Wages'.  *  Ctenttemen  muft  mtn'e- 
over  recoiled,  ^at  on  the  day  when  he  had  brought  fot-r 
ward  the  ways  and  means,  he  did  exprefsly  ftate  to  the 
Committee,  that  a  furAer  prdvifioii  was  to  be  itiade  for 
mval  fervice^,  over  and  above  the  fums  voled  on  \hat  day 
ibr-the  curf^t  cxpenccs  of  the  yeAr.  Frotn  thefc  circum- 
ftanca,  thene  was  no  ground  tci  liippofe,  that  it  was  not  the 
intention  of  the  Executive  Go^cwiment  to  propofe  fuch 
meafures  as  mi^t  ferve  to  fatisfy  the  demands  of  the  feamen 
in  the  fulieft  manner,  Thefe  were  the  fafls-,  therefore, 
which  he  had  to  ftate  ^o  the  candour  of  the  Howfe.  No 
tvme'was  loft  in  taking  fevcry  neceflary  ftep,  each  of  which 
had  a  r^ular  train  to:  go  through^  'But  it  t?erfainly  was 
true,  that  meafures  had  not  bto^n  hurried  on  with  that  fpee^l^ 
whidi  would  have  bden  adopted^  if  there  had  exifted  the^ 
fligfaUft  fufpicion  that  a  delay  would  have  catifed  any  mif- 
conftrudion  with  regard  to  the  iiVtcntions  of  Government ; 
and  he  affnred  the  Houfe,  that  no  pctfon  could  feel  more 
vegrct  than  he  fliould,  if  he  thought  that  ttie  delay  was  in 
any  manner  the  caufe  of  the  events  which  lately  took  place 
In  the  fleet.  This  was  all  he  had  to  fay  on  the  fubjcS,  until 
the  honourable  Gentleman  fhould  bring  forward  his  motion* 

Before 
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Before  he  ftt  down^  he  thdught  proper  to  in&rm  the  HbuTe^ 
that,  inconfequence  of  the  vote  of  yeflerdayy  it  was  his  tn<4 
tention  to  propc^fe  a  billy  grounded  on  the  report  of  the  Com« 
tnittee,  which  bill,  contrary  to  theufual  forms,  he  (hould 
alfo  propofe  to  have  carried  through  all  its  ftages  in  the  moil 
Expeditious  manner.  This  he  conceived  to  be  the  bed  way 
to  remove  all  doubts  as  to  the  intcntibn  of  the '  Exeouiims 
Governihent ;  and  he  believed,  in  thkt  caJe^uhat  the  Hotif^ 
would  think  it  Mfas  his  wjfli  to  decline  all  diCcuflioatonrthfe 
fiibjea,  ..-.:.      ^    . 

<  idr.  FoxS^df  that  after  the  ex ptanaSon  (which  the^righlf 
honourable  Gentlematihad  juft  givein,:  he  could  not  help  fay^ 
ingj  that  the  delay  complained  ttf,  was  an  intolecable.  snd 
fatal  ncglcft  of  4lity.  ;In  his  q>ihion>  Minifters  were^ guilty 
not  only  of  judging  that  delay  after  the  fa^,  but  before  the 
fad.  The  hidory  of  the  tranfa^ion  was,  that  in  Eaftcv 
week  complaints  bad  exifled  in  the  fleety  meetings  of  dele^ 
l^tesjiad  taken  place,  aud  various  other  circiimitances  h&p.- 
pened.  A  letter  was  written  from  the  Adnairalty  upon  ther 
iubje£b  of  ttiefe  complaints,  which  (tampedupon  themacha- 
rader  of  incapacity  the  moft  flagrant ;  or  want  of  talents  for 
adding  upon  a  great  and  difficult  crifis,  <ynexampled  in  the 
annals  of  apy  admifiiftfation.  This  lettet  not  having  pro^ 
duce4;any  cfFe^i  a  fecond  had  b^en  fent,  \irith  whkh  the 
fl^a^n/en  we^e  faid  to  be  fatisfied,  and  on  which  they  weiie  to^ 
];^f|Lirn  to  their  duty. ..  Thi^  tranfaftion  had  taken  place  oiv 
Sunday  morning,  the  23d  of  April.  Under  all  thecircura^ 
Ranees  with  which  this  affair  wa$  accompani^  he  wbuld 
fpbmit  to  any  impartial  mind,  whether  this  was  an  occaiioll 
for  tardy  forms  and  official  delays  ?  WHdt  was  the  duty  of 
^inifters  then  upon  this  occafion  P  Was  it  not  their  duty^ 
afteivtliey  had  recognized  the  delegates  with  whom  they* 
treated  ;  after  they  had  made  a  promife,  to  have  lofl  naitimo 
in  completing  the  tranfadion  ?  Yet,  in  dating  the  rapidity 
with  which  he  had  a£led  in  purfuancebf  .the  u&ial  fofhis,  it 
appeared  that  the  6rft  date  of  any  flep  was  the  26th  of  Aprils 
three  days  after  the  agreement  had  been  made.  Was  notr 
this  a  matter  upon  which  the  utmoft.difpatch  ought  to  have 
been  ufed?  Delays  till  the  opinion  of  Council  was  taken  ! 
Good  God,  after  a  pardon  had  been  proclaimed  for  what 
had  paft,  when  the  adive  part  of  the  Council  were  the  men 
ivho  had  agreed  to  the^tranlafUon  to  be  confidered,  and  wha 
were  bound  to  carry  it  into  effect,  could  there  be  any  doubt 
df  the  opinion  of  Council  r  was  wy  delay  necellary  till  it 

wa^ 
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iv^as  proQoanccd?  But  even  the  X5rdepof  Cpun^il,  to  which 
chefe  tedious  fteps  and  formal  pfcKeedings  were  to -lead,  ap*^ 
pcared  on  th^  3d  of  May>  and  five  days  elapfed  before  th^ 
fubjcct  was  fubmitted  to  thtiHoun^.  Eftimates^  forfooth, 
vrere  to  be  prepared <!•  As  if  >  the  Mii>iftef  could  not  guefs 
ivhat  was  to^  be  the  nature*  of  the  Order  of  Council,  and 
could  not  tJicrefore  give  ortlef^  for  eftimatcs  to  be  prepared  1 
If  this  country  be  doomed  t<vrutn,  wds  ever  country  ruined 
by  incapacity  fo  grofs,  by  mifcouduct  fo  Unparalleled?  Was 
this  a  time  -to  adhere  to  jietty  ♦formaliiic^,  to  procraftinate 
for  the  production  of  an  eflimat^?  The  right  honourable 
GcntleoiaQ  f^id,  hehad  it  in  Contemplation  to  bring  forward 
the  fubj«ct.;  he  had  alUflded*  to  ?k  in  his  fpeech  upon  the 
Budget.  •  But  howwere  the  feamen  to  judge  or  to  know  Hii 
intehiiens ;  how  were  they,  to  know  that  **J  was  boiind  to 
bring  forwa/d  the  fubje<tt  f'  Such  was  the  elufory  character 
of  the  right,  honourable  Genilemnn's  language,  that  it  wa« 
often  difiicuU  even  for  the  Houfe  to  know  by  what' he  was'to 
be  held,  and  to  what  dxtent  he.was  bound.  Bat  confider  the 
nature  of  the  tranfat^tion^  and  the  circumftaf!ces  witb  which 
it  was  accompanied,  and,  let  any  man  fay  it  was  Accdlafy 
for  the  right  honourable  gentleman  to  fufpend  the  biffinefe  to 
give  hb  clerks  time  to  make  but  an  eftimate.  '  Bnr  it  might 
be  (aid,  why  had  not  he  bilftfelf,  artd  thofe  who  thought 
-with  him^iprelftd  the  matter  t'H^  had  indeed  repeatedly^ 
urged  ihei  right  honourable  Gentleman  ;  he  was  not  fuffl- 
ciently acquainted  with' the  fa£ts,  ai^d  he  expeded  everyday 
it  wodld  be  brought  forward.  He  was  igmorant  how  far  the 
/Admiralty' had  conceded,  how  far  the  delegates  had  given  up 
any  part  of  their  demands ;  it  was  therefore  impoffible  to 
move  any  thing  upo^  the  fe>bje6l.  He  expcfted  that  not 
only  eilitnates  would  have  been  produced,  but  that  a  full  acr 
count  of  the  tranfa^lion  was  to  be*  communicated  to  the 
HcHife  ;  certaSnlyhe  fo  underftoodthe  right  honourable  Gen- 
deoian^wand  many  in  the  Houfe  undcritood  him  in  the  famo 
way.  The  right  honourable  Gcntlemaii  had  even  mentioned 
thedillanoe  from  Portf mouth  as  a  caufe  of  delay.  If  the 
affivir  related  merely  to  money  arrangements  previoufly  fet- 
tled, the  difiance  from  Portfmouth  could  huve  nothing;  to  do 
with  the  delay.  If'  the  whole  tranfaflion  was  to  be  fubmlt- 
ted  to  the  Houfe,  the  diftance  from  Portfmouth  might  have 
been  fome  reafon  for  delay.  If  every  thing  was  adjufted 
when  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  left  Portfmouth,  and  want- 
fd  only  coniirmation,  the  guilt  of  thofe  v^ho  aliowed  fuchan 
Vol,  ni.  1797.  K  interval 
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interval  of  delay  to  elapfe^  ought  not  to  pafs  unpuniflied. 
JifxtT  the  fady  the  right  honourable  Gentleman  regrets  its 
confequences ;  there  were  not  many  of  his  a£ls  whichi  on^ 
time  or  other,  the  right  hotiourable  Gentleman  would  not 
have  reafon  to  repent.  A  condii^ly  however,'  to  which  was 
owing  the  lofs  of  the  innocefit  lives  of  men,  whoever  they 
•were,  who  had  fallen,  whether  high  or  low,  men  to  whom 
^he  country  wps  highly  indebted,  ought  not  to  be  paiftd  over 
pnnoticed  by  the  Houfe,  Whatever  were  the  feelings  of 
tegret  experienced  by  the  right  honourable  Gentleman  fof 
the  delay  that  had  taken  place,  he  gave  him  credit  for  tb^ 
feelings  he  prof^fled  to  have  ;  wh^t  man,  indeed,  could  txiRp 
confcious  of  the  calamiti:^  which  bi^  conduct'had  occanoni- 
cd,  without  feelings  of  regret?  Yet  that  conduct,,  which 
was  the  caufe  of  delays  fo  fatal,  ought  nut  to  'pa&  without 
the  marked  difapprobation  of  the  Houfie.  Tq  oppofe  any 
meafure  whi^h  tended  to  expedite  the  final  comprction'Qf  ihe 
franfaction,  however,  was  oy  no  means  his  intentioxk'.  ' 

Mr.  tVhitbread  faid,  after  the  unfatisfaflory  explanatioii 
given  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  he  (huuld  pofti 
pone  the  motion  he  intended  \o  make  ho  longer  than  till 
^fter  the  propofition  now  to  be  brought  forward  on  the  fub-i 
jefi,  was  difpofcd  of.  The  Houfe.  certainly  Vas  not  fulljf 
attended  on  the  prefent  occafion,  but  if  the  important  crifia 
in  which  the  country  was  placed,  did  not  enforce  the  attend^ 
ance  of  members,  nothing  he  had  to  fav  could.  .  Recolle£l- 
jng  too  the  immenfe  Aims  which  had  often  been  voted  away 
|)y  as  fmall  a  num))er  of  members  as  now  appeared,  he  did 
|iot  feyil  himfelf  b'ameable  in  bringing  forward  his  motio4 
even  on  fo  (Jiort  a  notice. 

Mr.  Sheridan  faid,  he  was  confkleny  that  not  a  doubt  re^ 
mained  in  the  mind  of  any  gentleman  in  the  Houfe  of  the 
ihameful  mifconduft  of  his  Majefty's  Minifters.  Nor  had 
he  any  doubt  but  that  they  all  felt  regret  at  what  had  hap^ 
pencd,  and  indignation  at  thofe  who  were  the  caufe  of  it,  zi^ 
we)l  as  contempt  for  their  incapacity.  He  (hould  himfclf>  i£ 
his  jionourable  Friend  had  not  given  notice  of  it,  have 
brought  forward  an  immediate  cenfure  upon  the  King's  Afi^ 
jfiiftcrs  for  having  delayed  this  meafure;  but  thathe  wilhed 
that  nothing  (hould  now  ftand  jn  the  way  6f  paffing  the  bill: 
The  reafon  which  the  ^iniOer  offered  as  an  apology  for  the 
ielay  that  had  taken  place,  was  not  to  \t^  endured  under  the 
circumftanccs  6f  thc.time.     The  Minifter  now  pretended  to 

{ay,  that  he  waited  for  an  eAimate  of  the  ex  pence  which 
...     -v    •      ',./■'■:.   :   .    «:.    .i  ..   "  .      .      •      ^-vill 
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Will  attend    this    meafure;      Did  he  really  believe   that 
the  public  were  to  be  fo  infulted  ?  He  could  have  brought 
this  eflimate  down  to  the  Houfe  at  the  very  hour  after  ihp 
King's  proclamation  illued.     He  was  ready  enough  to  avoid 
ail  delay  in  granting  the  Imperial  loan,  nay,  fo  anxious  was 
be  upon  that  meafurei  that  he  would  not  wait  for  three  days^ 
although  it  was  notorious  that  intelligence  was  expeded  to 
arrive  which  would  put  that  loan  out  of  the  quedion.     He 
was' ready  enough,  alfo,  to  ufe  all  due  diligence  to  (lop  the 
payment  of  the  Bank,  and  to  car^^e  the  King  to  come  to- 
town  at  an  unufual  hour,  and  in  the  mod  extraordinary  way» 
in  order  to  ilFue  the  Order  in  Council  for  that  purpofe. 
But  he  faw  nothing  in  this  meafure,  upon  which  the  very 
exigence  of  the  nation  depended,  that  required  hade.     This 
was  fuch  (hameful  neglect,  that  he  trufted  the  Houfe  would 
feel  it,  as  he  was  fure  the  public  felt  it,  ^ith  abhorrence. 
The  Minifter  was  abfolutely  without  excufe  for  the  delay 
that  had  taken  place.     He  knew  that  the  failors  were  difla-^ 
tisfied.     He  now  came  forward  with  his  unavailing  regret 
that  any  difturbances  hadi^ppened.     He  pretended  that  they 
arofe  from  mifunderftanding.     Could  there  be  aoy  wonder 
at  that  mifunderdanding  ?  Had^  the  failors  not  a  promife 
from  the  Admiralty,  and  was  not  that  promife  afterwards 
treated  with  apparent  indifference  by  the  King's  Minifters  2 
Did  they  not  delay  the  meafure  which  could  alone  give  it 
fanfiion  ?  Had  they,  therefore,  no  reafon  for  doubting  the 
fincerity  of  the  Minifter  r  It  was  true,  indeed,  that  in  mod 
cafes,  where  money  was  to  be  called  from  the  people,  the 
Minifter's  promile  was  precifely  the  fame  thing  as  a  vote 
of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  at  lead  there  was  reafon  for 
thinking  (b  from  former  fads  ;  but  it  was  not  wonderful  that 
the  lailors  thought  otherwife,  for  they  judged  more  of  what 
Parliament  ought  to  be,  than  what  it  really  was. by  its  mo^. 
dern  praSice  ;  and  therefore,  unlefs  the  Minider  had  lod  his 
very  fuperior  intetleds,  it  was  impoflible  for  him  not  to  fore- 
fee  the  confequences  that  followed.     He  could  not  hut  fore- 
fee,  that  when  the  order  was  given  for  the  fleet  to  weigh  an- 
ch<n-,  that  jealoufy  would  remain  among  the   failors,  and 
therefore  he  was,  to  all  intents  and  purpofes,  anfwerable  for 
the  confequences  that  enfued. 

With  refp^ct  to  the  notice  of  his  honourable  Friend,  he 
hoped  he  would  not  purfue  it  this  day,  becaufe  the  Minider 
might  complain  of  the  want  of  candour  in  bringing  fuch  a^ 
matter  forward  on  a  fudden  ;  for  that  thei:e  could  be  no  rea« 
bn,  but  there  was  no  necedity  for  givitig  him  the  pretext ; 

K^  and 
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and  the  mor^  opportunity  thtit  was  given  to  him  to  prepaid 
himfelf  tb^  better^  and  he  hoped  he  would  prepare  a  much 
better  defence  than  any  he  had  hitherto  urged.     He  ought; 
however,  to  give  to  the  Howfe  fome  account  of  what  he  ex- 
pected to  be  the  feeling  of  the  failors  when  this  fjieafure 
fliould  pafs,  in  iffdtr  that  the  Hoiife  might  have  fome  fatis- 
iaction  in  what  they  were  doing      Be  the  claims  of  the  Tailors 
-what  they  may,  wl\ai  Was  now  propofed  to  be  gr:(nted  to 
thewi  WAS  nothing  morckhan  juftice.     At  the  fame  time  that 
he  faid  this,  be  mtift  not  omit  to  ftate  dillfnctly  his  decide:d 
4ifapprobation  of  the  mode  in  which  thefe  demands  v^ere  iiv- 
fiiltd  upon.     It  Was  unfaii-  and  inCohfifttnt  with  the  brave, 
generous,  and  open  character  of  Britifh  feamen  ^  nbr  had  he 
a  doubt  but  there  had  been  a  foul  interference  with  them, 
and  means  of  the  bafeft  nature  u fed  to  indiice  them  to  take 
thoAeps  which  they  had  taken.     If  men  were  oppreflTed, 
tJhey  owght  to  be*  relieved  by  their  country.     But  however 
}uft  their  complaints  were,  they  ought  to  complain  in  a  re- 
gular way.     If  th^rc  were  among  them*,  as  he  believed  there 
VfCTty  that  advi^fed  the'  failors  to  put  their  country  into  fuch 
peril  as  it  flood  in  at  this  moment,  for  the  mere  purpofe  of 
having  their  objetSs carried,  fuch  men  were  the  moft  bafe  of 
fliaitors.     He  fufpejfltd  there  wfiere  perfons  of  this  defcriptioti, 
and  the  evil  was  of  the  mofi  atar^ng  kind,  when  the  ene- 
ihy  were  aAiially  preparioj^  in  the  moft' formidable  manner 
againft  ttSi     He  thought,  that  liftening  to  the  fuggeftfens  of 
fiich  foesi«o  this  country  wouM  never  have  been  the  fault  of 
the^braveStt^i^h  ft^iT^cn.     The  country  were  to  look  to  the 
Miftifters  for  tl.e^gr>^ht  ciufd  of  all  this ;  and  we  were  iiow 
in  Ja  fiiuationin"  whichf^cf)m*non   meafures  would  not  do, 
and  therefore  heiftiould  hftVO^to  pri&poft  one  of  an  uncommon 
kind.     If  he  \vas  told  that  by  propofing  it,  he  encroached 
Oft  Executive  Government;  he  fh  on  Id  anfwcr,  that  Execu- 
tive Government  had  eiK  roachcd  tipon  the  rcprefcnfattve  part 
already  fo  much  as  to  make  his  meafurc  abfolntcly  heceflary/ 
Ha  thought  that  the   failors  had  a  diftruft  in  the  promifcs 
of  the  Executive  Govern  Aient,  and  perhaps  they  might  not 
Have  fuffi'<?ient  faith  in  tlK:  pledge  of  that  Houfe.     They  had 
evidently  fhcvvn  thay  had.no  hhh  \n'  thofe  who  had  hitherto 
ncgociated   with   ihcm,    if  accot-n  s  were  true,  as  he  was 
sPf raid  they- were,  for  It  Appeared  by  thcrti   that  when  the 
town  was  lulltd,  ytflcrdjy,  into  d'fjinguitife  hopfc  that  the 
c^fturbanccs  were  over^  iitid  that  the^London  had  failed  down 
to-St.  Hefen's^and'  that  Admiral  Colpoys  was  gwje  with- 
f   y.j:j:^  ;r..  ^r...  ^' .  :^  .   .       ,.',»;-..  .•:.•■,*     ...:::  :  w  hfer^ 
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her,  the  delegates  went  on  fliore  to  view  the  dead  bodies  of 
thofe  who  fcH  in  the  fcuffle.  If  this  be  true,  as  he  feared  it 
was,  he  would  a(k,  what  was  to  be  done  with  the  fleet? 
What  meafure  was  to  be  taken  ?  Had  any  been  taken  to  pre- 
vent future  mifchief  f  Any  thing  to  prevent  the  moft  horrid' 
of  calamities  ?  tie  believed  none.  This  was  a  Hgnal  inftancc, 
and  a  frefli  one.  of  the  deplorable  incapacity  of  the  prcfcnt 
Miniflcrs  in  this  critical  conjuncture.  By  their  criminal  and 
murderous  delay,  had  they  brought  on  this  dreadful  eViK 
At  their  door  all  the  blood  that  had  been  (hcd  upon  thii  occa- 
fion  (hould  be  laid.  And  yet,  after  all  this,  the  right  honour- 
able Gentleman  came  to  the  Houfe,  and  aflced  for  confidence, 
as  if  nothing  was  the  matter.  He  gave  no  anfwer  to  any 
queftion  put  to  him,  but  defired  the  Houfe  to  pafs  the  whole 
matter  by  in  filence.  He  faid,  he  really  did  not  wifli  to  give 
way  to  his  feelings,  and  therefore  he  (hould  endeavour  to 
reftrain  himfelf.  What  would  be  the  effect  if  the  Houfe 
followed  the  example  fct  before  them  by  the  Mlnifter  ?  A 
fullen  filence  was  to  be  obferved.  What  would  the  infer-^ 
ence  be  which  the  failors  would  draw  from  this  ?  Why  that 
the  Parliament  had  paiTed  this  meafure  unwillingly,  becaufe 
an  advantage  had  been  taken  of  it,  and  in  which  they  were 
not  flncere,  and  which  they  would  therefore  abandon  as  foon 
as  they  had  an  opportunity  of  doing  fo.  He  hoped,  therefore, 
that  it  wou}d  be  expreflfed  as  the  general  fentiments  pf  the 
Houfe,  that  they  did  give  and  grant  (his  as  the  real  ri^ht 
of  the  Britifh,  navy  ;  but  if  it  was  given  in  that  fullen  filent 
manner  which  the  Minlfter  propofed,  it  would  not  be  giving 
to  the  failors  the  fecurity  they  defire.  It  was  a  curious 
thing  to  fee  the  Minifter,  whole  negligence  brought  on  this 
evil,  holding  in  his  own  hand  the  helm  of  the  vcifel,  which, 
by  his  piloting,  had  been  fleering  among  the  rocks,  tell  the 
failors  '^  hold  your  tongues,  let  not  a  word  be  fpoken  ;  I 
will  bring  you  fafe  through  all  your  dangers,  and,  as  a  proof 
that  I  will  do  fo,  I  am  the  perfon  who  brought  you  into 
them."  His  own  incapacity  was  the  ground  on  which  he 
called  for  future  confidence.  He  thought,  therefore,  that  if 
the  other  Houfe  was  fitting,  that  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
ought  to  fend  it  a  melT^ge  to  defire  their  immediate  coiKur- 
rence  to  the  appoiiUment  of  a  Committee,  confiding  ofar 
fmall  number  of  the  members  of  each  Houfe.  It  ccuild  not 
be  a  quedion  on.  which  any  party  feelings  couki  operate  ;  otti 
this  quedion  there  could  be  but  one  feelii^  ;  he  fhould  thete4- . 
fore  propofe  that  a  joint  Comtnittee  be  appointed,  to  have 

power 


70  WOODFALL'S  PAl^AMENTART  REPORTS;*       [OAcmoni,. 

power  to  fend  for  perfons  and  papers,  to  fit  from  time  to  timcrt 
and  toadjpuni  from  place  to'place  as  occafion  might  require,  and, 
there  could  be  no  difficulty  as  to  the  fpot  where  they  ought  tq  be, 
and  that  they  (bould  proceed  without  atiy  adjournment  aboyef 
eight  hours  from  time  to  time;  and  commence  without  delay,. 
He  felt  that  this  was  the  only  meafure  by  which  we  could  ex-, 
tricate  ourfelves  from  this  horrid  calamity. 

Mr.  fVhitbread  faid,  that  he  had  no  difficulty  on  his  ownr 
account  to  bring  his  motion  forward  immediately  after  this 
meafure  was  difpofed  of,  but  on  the  fuggeftion  of  his  honour-^ 
able  Friend,  he  was  content  to  poftpone  it  until  the  next  day.. 

The  Chancellmr  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  that  the  time  in  which 
the  motion  alluded  to  by  the  honourable  Gentleman  who  fpoke 
lafl>  was  brought  forward,  was  to  himfelf  pcrlbnally  a  matter^ 
of  indiffisrence,  fo  that  it  did  not  interfere  with  the  progrefs  of 
the  bufinefs  which  was  now  before  the  Houfe.  He  was  very 
little  inclined  to  call  for  any  intervention,  fiut  a  queflion  had 
been  dated  by  another  honourable  Gentleman  (Mr.  Sheridan) 
which,  if  he  underflood  it,  was  not  only  more  important  than 
any  queftion  could  be  which  related  to  himfelf,  but  more, 
important  even  than  that  which  was  now  before  the  Houfe.] 
He  would  not  tell  the  Houfe,  whether  he  intended  to  move  it 
that- night.  He  knew  not  what  he  was  to  undetftand  by  a  mo- 
tion for  a  Joint  Committee  of  the  two  Houfes  of  Parliamcrit, 
except  it  was  to  fupercede  entirely  all  the  fundions  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive Government  of  this  country.  Thus  a  moment  of 
alaqm  and  apprehenfion  was  to  be  feized  to  carry  a,  meafure 
that  would  change  the  fundamental  form  of  our  Conftitution. 
The  honourable  Gentleman  had  not  told  the  Houfe  when  he 
would  move  it ;  when  he  did,  he  hoped  he  would  explain  what 
he  meant  by  it ;  but  it  appeared  to  him  to  be  nothing  lefs  than 
a  Committee  that  was  to  fupercede,  not  the  power  of  thofe 
who  are  at  prefent  his  Majefty's  advifers,  but  the  whole  func* 
tion  of  the  Executive  Government  of  this  country,  and  to  fu- 
percede the  fundlions  even  of  Parliament,  and  the  general  Law 
of  the  Land.  On  fuch  a  queftion,  what  would  be  the  deci- 
fion  of  the  Houfe,  he  would  not  fuffer  himfelf  to  doubt.  He 
ihould  now  move,  •*  That  this  meffage  be  fent  to  the  Lords,* 
that  theh*  Lordfliips  he  defired  to  fit  for  feme  tjme  longer*' 

Mr.  Fox  faid  he  was  glad  his  honourable  Friend  had  poft- 
poncd  his  motion  for  the  reafons  already  affiled.  He  had  no 
difficulty,  however,  in  faying  now  that  he  Ihould  fupport  that 
motion  whenever  it  was  made.  He  confeflTcd  that  it  appeared 
to  him  to  be  extraordinary,  that  any  Member  of  Executive 
Government  fliould  talk  as  the  rieht  honourable  Gentleman 

had 
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•had  done  that  tiight.  He  knew  the  duty  and  the  fun^ons  of 
Executive  Government.  He  knew  that  it  ought,  ordinarily 
fpeaking,  to  befuppoited  in  its  fundiions  by  the  two  Houfrs  of 
Parliament.  But  its  Members  had  betrayed  the  truft  repofed 
in  them,  either  by  their  crimes  or  ihcir  incapacity.  When  he 
knew  that  they  were  fo  weak  and  ine£Scient  that  they  had  not 
the  controui  and  command  of  the  army  and  navy. — 

Mr.  Baker  called  lo  order.  He  thought  that  nothing  could 
h^  more  out  of  order  nor  more  dangerous  than  what  he  had  juft 
heard.  Tofay  that  the  Army  was  notunder  the  controui  of  the 
Executive  Government  was  inconliftent  with  the  fa6l.  What- 
jbver  was  the  ftate  of  the  Navy,  about  which  there  were  doubts 
as  to  the  account^,  the  Army  was  hitherto  obedient;  he  did 
not  know  what  fuch  language  as  this  might  excite  in  the 
'Army  ;  for  his  part  he  thought  what  he  had  jud  heard  dif- 
orderly,  as  well  as  dangerous,  and  upon  that  account  he  called 
V  order. 

,Mr.  Fox — He  ilated  Executive  Government  as  being  defi- 
cient in  their  po>^er  over  the  Army  and  Navy,  by  which  he 
did  not  mean  to  fay  that  they  had  not  controui  over  the  Army 
alone,  but  they  had  not  the  controui  and  command  over  both 
Army  and  Navy.  Now  then  he  would  fay  that  they  have  the 
controui  and  command  of  the  Navy ;  and  then  he  would  fay 
tkat  the  Houfe  of  Commons  mud  be  infane  if  it  did  not  inter- 
pofe  to  fupply  the  weaknefs  of  fuch  an  Executive  Government. 
He  was  not  deterred  from  the  performance  of  his  duty  upon  a 
fu^dion  that  ihey  were  to  prefetve  the  rules  of  order  in  their 
deMes.  They  were  to  take  care  of  the  public  fafety— con- 
fidently with  forms  no  doubt,  provided  forms  did  not  interfere 
with  the  fubftance,  but  to  take  care  of  the  public  fafety  at  all 
invents ;  that  could  not  be  taken  care  of  unlefs  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  controuled  the  prefent  Executive  Government. 
The  Mihifter  faid','  that  the  motion  of  which  his  honourable 
Friend  had  given  notice,  would  fupercede  the  Executive  Go- 
vernment.* lie  would  anfwer,  that  if  that  Executive  Govern- 
ftient,  eiferciGng  all  the  fundlions  and  prorogatives  which  have 
hitherto  belonged  to  it,  are  found  inadequate  to  its  duty ;  if 
Minifters'had  betrayed  their  truft,  or  had  given  proofs  of  their 
jncsTpatity  to  perform  their  office  with  fafety  to  the  ftate,  it  was 
jhe  duty  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  to  fupply  the  deficiency.  If 
they  were  Minifters  of  a  character  the  reverfe  of  what  they  are, 
ihe  Houfe  obght  to  interfere  in  the  prefent  critical  fituation  of 
affairs.  The  prefent  Minifters  were  not  fit  to  remain  in  power 
ill  any  view  of  the  fubjed,  for  it  was  manifeft  that  they  had 
iio  authority  over  thp  Navy*  Soniething,  therefore,  muft 
^^         .'.'..    v^'  immediately 
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immeduiteiy  be  doney  and  he  kn^yt^  of  nQ  better  meafure  tbap 
that  wbich  was  propoftd  by.  his.hoi)our&bl^  prie;;)dv  The/igjit 
honourable  Gentleman  (eemed  tp  be  aJiiriiiedf  bctaufe  Tt  wa$ 
)>ropored  that  the  Coniniittce.ihould  hflvc.po.wer  to  go  td  the 
fpot  where  the  great  cooiplamt  is ;  now  he  (bogld  have  no  dif- 
£culty  in  aficnting  to  the  .giving  to  thcoi  that«  and  much  mor^ 
power,  and  even  to  ijie  paffing  an  adt  of  Parliament  for  tli3t 
purpofe.  If  there  was  a  doubt  about  the  bcft  mode  tiiat  could 
be  adopted  in  this  critical  time,  there  was  none  at)out  the  woi  A  ( 
the  woift  was  to  continue  the  prefent  Miinllers,  and  to  con- 
fide in  them  ;  Miniilcr$  whofe  incapacity*  had  brought  on  our' 
prefent  evils ;.  Minifters  who  had  run  the  riik  of  ruininq.the 
papon  at  a  fmgle  blow  ;  who  had  deceived  the  Houfe  <if  Com- 
moqs ;  who  had  deceived  the  public ;  who  had  even  deceived 
thej,T)feives  upon  every  fahjcft>  upon  every  occafion  that  nad 
been  prefented  to  them  ;  to  be  partial  to  fuch  men  (partial  in- 
deed !)  who  had  betrayed  us  in  our  only  hope,  wns  infanity 
itfelf. 

The  qucflion  being  put, 

Mr.  Sheridan  faid,  he  bad  given  notice  that  h^  ^fliov^ld  move 
fcr  a  CoiTimittee.  TJie  Minider  had  chpfcn  to.  mifHiidcrftand 
hi$.  meaning,  for  he  bad  faid  (hat  he  (liould  pro}X)fe  thnt  they 
ihould  have  power  to  fend  for  perfons  and  pap^i^,  aiul  toad- 
journ  from  x\n\^  Xp  time,  and  from  place  to  pl^cei^^and  (o  go  to 
the  fpot.  Did  the  Minifter  mean  to  fay  that  it  would  be  ipi- 
pfoper  for  fucji  a  Comm^tee  to  eorrefpond  with,  the  failorsf 
Bad  not  Executive  Government  correfpomlcd.  with  thejTi  aU 
ready?  Were  not. the  failors,  to  fay  no  wo^fc,  in  a.ftate  q^.ilin 
fubordination  at  this^  moment  ?  Would  he  f;:\y  ihere  was  danger 
in  inquiring  into  our  fituation  ?  He  knew,  not  livhat  the  Mi^ 
nifter  wpuld  fay  ;  he  regretted  to  Jeam  that  tl^e  MiniAerwaft 
to  oppofe  his  motion,  but  he  Ihould  at  all  events. |nak|^  it»        ) 

Mr.  Baker  faid,  that  wlien  he  called  tq  ^der  he  regretted* 
that  the  words  complained  of  had  not  been  takjen.down.  Twai 
proportions  had  been  dated  ;  both  of  thefn«  in.  hi^  optnion^  ex? 
traordinary,  perhaps  neceffary.  He  gavq^tio  opM)ipn  .upon 
either.  The  Gentlemen  who  brought  them  forward  would,, 
he  bad  no  doubt,  abandon  them  for  the  prefent.  Th<f  prefent 
iituation  of  the  country  required  that  Jthe  HouCp  should  proceed 
il'ith.  great  energy,  but  he  thought  tliat  judgment  was  better 
t|ia,u  wacmth  for  that  purpofe.  He  rcgrcited  exceedingly  tlic 
warmth  to  which  he  had  be^n  witnefs  that  day.  He  tliought 
that  the  Hpuie ought  npi  to  believe  too  hafViiy  every  thing  that 
was  faid  of -the  ditturbances  of  the  fleet.  He  bad  (een  letters 
which  gave  accounts  of  that  matter  very  diderent  from  foniQ 

'  .  rcpor^ 
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reports  that  were  in  circulation.  Ht'  conceived  there  was  no 
evidence  to  fatisfy  the  Houfe  of  the  expediency  of  very  extra- 
ordinary meafures,  fuch  as  had  heen  propofed. 

The  queftion  was  then  put  for  a  mcflage  to  the  Lords  to 
defire  them  to  continue  fitting  for  fome  time,  upon  the  fug- 
geilion  of  the  Speaker,  and  palled. 

Mr.  Sheridan^  in  reply  to  what  had  fallen  from  Mr.  Baker 
with  rcfpedl  to  his  begging  the  queftion,  faid,  that  the  autho- 
rity he  had  gone  upon  was  the  ftatement  of  the  Minifter,  who 
acknowledged  that  the  recent  mutiny  in  the  fleet  was  occafioncd 
by  the  delay  already  mentioned. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  wifhed  the  Houfe  nright 
recolJeil  his  ftatement,  which,  fo  far  from  being  what  the  ho- 
nourable Gentleman  aflcrted,  was,  that  he  felt  great  reafon  to 
regret  not  having  adopted  fpeedier  mcafures,  if  the  delay  was 
the  caufe  of  the  recent  events  in  the  fleet.  He  (hould  then  of- 
fer to  the  Houfe  the  bill  in  queftion.  After  having  brought  up 
the  order  of  Counfel  relative  to  the  feamen*  he  moved  that  it 
be  an  inftrudtton  to  the  Gentlemen  appointed  to  prepare  and 
bring  in  the  bill,  that  they  ihould  make  proviiion  in  it  for  al- 
lowing the  full  amount  of  wages  to  all  petty  officers  and  fea- 
men  who  {hould  be  wounded  in  any  engagement,  which  wages 
werfe  to  be  continued  to  them  until  they  ihould  either  be  cured 
of  their  wounds,  or  provided  for  in  another  manner.  This 
motion  was  put  and  carried. 

Mr.  Pyhus  returned  from  the  Lords,  and  reported  that  their 
Lordfhips  had  complied  with  the  rcqueft  of  that  Houfe,  and 
would  (it  for  a  longer  time. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchetpier  ^tn  brought  up  the  bill  for 
granting  greater  pay  and  allowance  to  feamen  fcrving  in  his 
Majefty's  navy,  which  was  read  a  firft  time,  and  immediately^ 
after  went  through  all  its  fcveral  ftages;  and  having  pafled  the 
Houfe,  was  fent  up^to  the  Lords  for  their  concurrence.  In 
about  an  hour^ftcr  a  Meflage  came  down  from  the  Lords  in- 
forming the  Houfe  that  their  Lordfhips  had  agreed  to  the  bill 
without  any  aipcndment,  together  with  feveral  other  bills.' 
ind  in  fome  time  after  another  meflage  came,  requiring  the  at- 
tendance of  the  Houfe  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  to  hear  the  Royal 
ailent  given  to  the  fame  by  commiflion.  Upon  the  return  of 
the  Speaker  the  Houfe  was  informed  of  the  bill  being  paflTed 
into  a  law,  and  immediately  after  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Wbduesday,  May  lo. 
The  Duke  of  Gordon  was  fworn  and  took  his  feat. 
Vol-.  lU,  1797.  L  The 
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Tbe  farther  proceedings  relative  to  the  fubjcdl  of  the  Earl  o^ 

iMudirdalei  petition  were  fixed  for  Tuefday  next. 

The  various' bills  upon  the  table  were  forwarded  in  their 

^cfpeftivc  (lagcs.     Among  thefe  was  'MacauUy^s  Divorce  bill, 

which  went  through  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfc,  an4 

was  ordered  to  he  reported  the  next  day. 

Six  private  bills  were  brought  up  from  the  Houfe  of  Com* 

monsy  and  read  a  firft  time.— -Adjourned  till  next  day. 

HOUSE. OF  COMMONS. 

Wednesday,  May  lo. 

Mr.  Hobart  brought  up  the  report  of  the  Committee  ap- 
pointed to  try' the  merits  of  the  eleclion  for  the  borough  of 
JWa!fn^(bury,  by  the  decifion  of  which  the  fitting  Member  is 
declared  to  be  duly  eleftcd,  and  the  petition  agai nil  the  elec- 
tion to  be  neither  frivolous  nor  vexatious. 

•  The  Scotch  ^fote  bill  was  read  a  third  time,  and  paflfed. 
The  Debtors  Relief  bill  was  read  a  fecond  time,  and  cora- 

Xtoitted  for  the  next  day.  '  ^  *^ 

*  The  Houfe,  in  a  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  came  to  fe- 
veral  refolutions,  which  were  ordered  to  be  reported  the  next  day'. 

MUTINY  ON  BOARD  THE  FLEET. 

Mr.  Torke  finding  the  Houfe  now  to  be  pretty  full,  and  the 
nfual  hour  of  beginning  public  bufinefs  approaching,  rofe  for 
the  purpofe  of  conjuring  the  honourable  Gentleman  oppofite 
to  him  to  poftpone  tbe  difcuflion  of  the  tranfadtions  which  had 
lately  taken  place  on  board  the  fleet.  The  motion  of  which  au 
.lionourable  Gentleman  TMr.  Whitbread)  had  given  notice 'the 
preceding  day,  could  lole  nothing  of  its  weinht  by  being  delay- 
ed for  fome  time,  and  the  country  had  already  fuffered  fo  mucli 
from  untimely  difcufiion,  that  he  thought  the  Houfe  woulcj 
be  extremely  cautions  how  they  entertained  a  debate  upon  to-^ 
pics  fo  delicate  in  thcic  nature  and  critical  in  their  confecjuencs^ 
The  country  he  pronounced  lo  be  in  danger,>andhe  calle4 
upon  the  Houfe  to  endeavour  to  fave  it.  In  the  prefent  critU 
cal  moment,  therefore,  he  again  conjured  the  honourable 
Gentleman  (Mr.  Whitbread)  to  put  off  his  motion  tilj  a  future 
day,  fince  by  bringing  jt  on  lie  could  do  nogood,  and  might 
do  much  harm. 

'  Mr.  HljUbread  (M^  hi  projx>rtion  as  the  crlfis  is  awful  hc^. 
yond  example,  arid  the  calamities  with  which  the  country  is 
threatened  arc  alarming  to  an  unheard-of  extent,  it  is  impof- 
fible  for  mc  not  to  feel  on  the  prefent  occafion  an  uncommon 
degree  of  pain  and  embarraiTment.  Before  tbe  folenm  appeal 
*■  K  and 
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aad  adjaration  which  the  honourable  Gentleman,  for  vvhom 
perfonally  I  have  a  great  ref|>e6l,  addrciffcd  to  this  fide  oif  the 
'HoHife,  and  in  particular  to  me,  I  experienced  thefe  fenfatloqs, 

*and  they  itiuft  now  be  confiderably  increafcd'  \yhen  I  find- 'it 
impoffible,  confiftcrttly  with  the  duty  1  owe  to  my  coarttHy, 
*n6t  to  proceed  ih  bringin'gon  the  motion  of  whic!)  I  have  given 
notice,  in  deference  to  hiiti  or  any  clafs  of  men  with  whbm  I 
may  differ  in  opinion.  It  is  defay  and  procrafti nation  which 
has  brought  us  into  the  dreadful  and  calamitous  fituation  in 
which  we  are  now  unfortunately  placed,  and  tlicrc  is  nothing 
which  I  regret  more  than  not  having  ipovcd  a  vote  of  ceiifute 
v\K)n  the  Minifler  oh  that  day  on  which  the  cftimates  were 
taken  into  confidcration,  for  his  cxtrcm?  and  culpable  DCji;li- 
gencc  in  not  having  carried  the  meafures  propofcd  into  effinSl 
with  greater  celerity.  1  regret,  I  fay,  that  on  that  day  a  vote 
of  ccnfure  was  net  pated  ujxjn  his  condudl,  which  mtglit  have 
accompanied  the  other  vote  to  Portfmonth,  for  the  purpofebf 
convinchig  the  feamen  that  the  Houfc  of  ConMnons  hadnbt 

•  been  a.party  in  that  delay  to  which  all  the  fubfcquent  calami* 
ties  axjjj  ip  be  attributed.  That  they  have  arifen  folcly  fit*a 
that  caufe  is  a  propofitidn  ^hich  1  think  I  (hall  be  able  to  fub- 

'ftantiate  from  authentic  documents,  and  if  I  am  able  tofnake 
godd  this  proportion ,  if  the  Houfe  of  Commons  do  not  pafs  a 
vbtc  of  cenfure  ujx)n  the  author  of  that  delay,  we  (hall  as 
gticifsly  negle£t  our  duty  asihe  has  negl^£ted  his.  I  know  there 
are  thofe,  perhaps  a  majority  of  this  Houfe,  who  differ  with 
me  refpe6ting  the  origin  of  the  recent  infubordination  of  the 
fleet,  and  who  will  be  ready  to  attribute  any  future  mifchief 
which  n\iy  cnfuc,  which  Qod  avert !  to  the  difcufllion  which 
laiti  now  bringing  before  the. Houfe;  but  however  high  I  moy 

J  VfiCtk  to  ftand  in  thefe  Gentlcmcns'  opinions,  I  have  a  ftill 

•flranger  dcfireto  fiandhigh  in  my  own.  From  what  myduiy» 
therefbrb,  calls  me  to  encounter,  I  fhall  not  be  deterred  by  tfec 
fearofanyahJmadverfion which  maybe  paffcd  upon  my  eonduft; 
Having  faid  this  much  by  way  of  preface  and  apologyy'I 
proceed  to  a  fummary  inveftigation  of  the  ground  of  debate, 

'  in  which  I  think  I  Ihall  have  no  difficulty  in  being  able  to 
ftore,  to  the  faiisfaftion  of  theHoufe»  that  the  fii  ft  Miaifter 
of  the  Country  has  been  highly  criminal  in  fuffering  the 
delay  i^hich  took  place  between  the  conceflions  which  were 
made  by  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  to  the  feamen,  and  the 
Tati&ation  of  thefe  concellions  by  Parliament ;  and  in  this 
view  of  the  fubjefli  the  Houfe  will  naturally  perceive  that 
the  motion  which  I  have  to  propole  to  tbem,  is  nothiog  W^ 

tf  z  than 
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than  a  dired  cenfure  upon  that  right  bonourable  GcmlemaO' 
If  I  am  aflcedy  upon  what  grounds  I  afcribe  the  tnifchiefs 
which  have  arifcn  from  this  delay  ?  I  refer  the  Houfc  to  tlpe 

'  fpeech  of  the  Honourable  Gentleman  (Mr.  Pitt) ;  in  whigb, 
unfatisfadory  as  it  was,  he  admitted  that  the  delay  had  been 

'  ;an  unfortimate  circumdance,  and  that,  had  he  forefcen  the 

.  events  which  have  happened,  he  miglit  have  3<^ed  with 
greater  difpatch  and  expedition.     Was  it  not  an  exprefs 

[  article  of  the  compaft  formed  between  the  Lords  of  the  Ad- 
miralty and  the  icamen  that  the  conditions  upon  which 
they  ftipulated  were  to  be  ratified  by  Parliament  ?  Was  it 
not  promifed  by  the  Lords  pf  the  Admiralty,  that  they  (hould 
recommend  the  conceflions  which  they  had  made,  as  far  as 
they  had  power  to  make  them,  to  Parliament  for  its  fanc- 

.  lion  ?  In  confequence  of  the  ^ipulation,  and  this  prpmife, 
what  were  the  feamen  naturally  led  to  txptO.  ?  certainly 
that  an  immediate  meflage  would  be  fent  by  his  Majefiy  to 
his  two  Houfes  of  Parliament,  recommending  the  fubjeft 
to  their  coniideratioa.     But  was  any   meOage  Cent?  No. 

r  nor  has  there  been  one  to  this  day.  This  would  have  besn 
the  natural  mode,  one  wquld  have  thought,  that   Minifters 

.  would  have  adopted  to  carry  the  meafures  for  which  (hey 
were  pledged  into  efFed.  But  let  us  fee,  bow  they  actually  did 

:.  proceed.  From  the  public  papers,  which  of  courfe  are  au- 
thentic, I  find  that  the  ratification  of  the  articles  of  their 
ttipulation  with  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  by  Parliament 
was  required  by  the  feamen  before  they  were  ordered  to  go 
to  fea.  This  itipulation  was  concluded  on  the  23d  of  April* 
On  the  2b(h  it  was  laid  before  the  Privy  Council,  and  ^as 
not  ratified  by  his  Majedy  till  the  3d  of  May.  And  not 
even  then  a  meflage  was  brought  down  to  Parliament,  the 
edi-mate  being  delayed  to  be  laid  before  them  till  Thnrfday 
laft*  h  was  not  indeed  laid  before  them  even  then,  but 
there  being  no  Houfc  on  Thurfday,  he  gave  him  credit  for 
having  them  ready  on  that  <iay,  if  the  Houfe  had  tranfafied 
bufinefs.  If  this  then  waa  the  cafe,  was  it  not  the  leaft 
thing  which  that  Minifter  could  do,  that  Minifter  who  by 
his  unaccountable  and  criminal  negligence  had  brought  thofe 
numerous  and  aggravated  calamities  upon  the  country 
which  every  man  fomuch  deplored,  and  which  might  be  at- 
tended with  confequencesAIll  more  fatal*  than  any  one  was 

'  aware  ;  ought  he  not  to  acknowledge  his  error,  and  to  beg 
pardon  of  the  Houfe  and  cotAQtry  ^  and  ought  not  the  Houfe 

'"  oi  Commoosi  whofe  bufu^fs  it  was  to  watch  over  the  con* 

duft 
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dudof  Mini(lcrs>  and  to  provide  for  the  fafety  of  the  £mr 
pire,  to  ioipofe  a  cenfure  upon  him»  who  by  his  grofs  iiv> 
capacity  had  brought  the  (late  into  this  ftrange  and  unprccc* 
dented  dilemma  ?    The  honourable  Gentleman  pleaded  in 
his  excufe,  that  it  required   fome  time  to  make  out  the  eili- 
cnates.     But  did  it  require  all  the  time  which  elapfed  from 
the  23d  of  April  to  the  4th  of  May,  to  make  out  thefe  esti- 
mates r  If  the   honourable  Gentleman  were  one  of  thofe 
fcrupulous  plodding  ftatefmen  who  never  deviated  from  the 
rulesof  office,  or  the  forms  of  the  conditution,  fuch  an  ex* 
cufe  might  be  entertained  ;  but  for  the  honourable  Gentle* 
man,  for  him  who  trampled  uponallfurmsy   let  aHde  eAa- 
bliflied  cuftoms,  and    infringed  tvcry  rule  both  gf  official 
and  conditutional  ufage ;  for  himjo  fet  up  fuch  an  excufc 
is  .contemptible   in  the  extreme.     The  Houfe  cannot  have 
forgotten  the  difpatch  exercifed  by  the  honourable  Gentle^ 
man  in  carrying  through  xneafures  when  their  objedl  was  to 
infringe  upon  the  liberties  of  the  people.     It  they  have, 
allow  me  to  remind  them  of  the  celerity  with  which  the  bill 
for  the  fufpenfion  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  zA  pafled  through 
.  the  Houfe  on  an  occafion  when  he  had  conjured  up  an  idle 
alarm  for  the  ptirpofe  of  depriving  the  people  of  their  free- 
dom ;  but  when  a  mutiny  is  on  board  the  fleet,  when  our  laft 
refource  is  at  (lake,  and  every  thing  rnqil  valuable  to  the 
country  in  danger,  the  routine  of  office  mud  be  obferved, 
and  delay  mull  be  perfifted  in  till  we  are  brought  upon  the 
verge  of  immediate  dedrudion,  without  one  (lep  being  taken 
to  prevent  the  impending  blow.     I   have   Aated  that  the 
feamcn  (lipulated  for  a  Parliamentary  ratification  of  the  con* 
ceffions  maile  to  them  by  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  •  this 
ratification  being  delayed,  and  mifchief  enfuing,  I  am  en- 
tittled  to  prefume  that  the  mifchief  was  the  confequence  of 
the  delay.     I  know  that  it  has  been  attributed  to  a  different 
caufe;  that  it  is  faid  to  have  arifen  from  mifreprefentation  . 
of  what  pafTed  in  another  place  (the  Houfe  of  reers) ;  but 
even  fuppofing  that  this  was  the  real  and  the  fole  baufe  of 
thecalamitiesby  which  we  have  been  afflided,  would  not 
that    mifreprefentation   have  been  prevented  by  an  earlier 
^communication,  upon  the  fubjed  to  Parliament.     This  ac- 
account  of  the  matter  is  only  varying  the  light  in  which  it 
is  viewed;  the  fource  of  the  evil  remains  the  fame.     I  am 
happy  to  be  informed  by  the  news  of  this  day,  that  in  con- 
fequence of  intelligence  reaching  Portfmouth  of  the  vote 
vrhich  has  been  pafled  by  this  Houfe,  matters  inunediately 

aflumed 
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laflunied  a  more  favourable  afpeft,  titiA  that,*  though  the-  in- 
telligence was  prevented  by  the  unfavourable  ftatc  of  the 
-Vreather,  from  being  known  through  the  whole  of  the  fleet, 
the  crews  of  tjiofe  (hips  who  were  made  acquainted  >Vith.  it 
immediately  returned  to  tlieir  dutjr.  If  it  required  any  ad- 
'ditional  proof,  this  is  another  circumftance  which  I  am  en- 
titled to  claim  in  aid  of  my  pofition,  that  the  whole  of  thic 
mifchief  has  proceeded  from  the  delay  df  his  Majefty's  M?- 
nillers  in  carryihg  their  prortlifes  into  execution.  Fof,  if 
the  effeft  produced  by  the  refolution  of  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
m6n5,  is  to  reftore  tranquillity,  what  coyld  be  the  c^ufe  df 
the  mutiny,  but  the  difappointment  arifing  from  that  rcfolu- 

*  tion  not  being  paflcd  at  an  earlier  pef  iod  ?  Indeed,  the  prpofe 
are  fo  clear,  and.thccircumftances  which  I  have  enumetited, 

-  fo  condu five,  that  I  find  it  quite  unneceflary  to  add  any 
thing  further  upon  the  fubjeft.  An  enquiry  into  the  origiti 
and  whole  courfd  of  the  tranfaflions  muft  be  inftituted  at  la 
'future  period,  and  I  truft,  that,  if  it  (hall  he  found  that  any 
•part  of  them  were  owing  to  the  mifcondud  of  any  member 
or  members  of  the  prcfent  Adminiftration,  that  they  will  be 
brotfght  to  that  condign  punifliment  which  they  fo  jullfy 
defervc.  I  may,  perhaps,,  be  taxed  with  wannth,  and  it 
may  be  that  I  Have  been  excited  to  a  greater  degree  of  heat 
than  was  becoming  in  one  preferring  an  accu^tion,  but  I 
canhot  help' feeling  fome  degree  of  indignation,  when  I  find, 
to  all  the  other  inftances.  of  wretched  incapacity,  of  wafteful 
profufion,  and  of  a  dereliSion  of  every  honourable  and 
worthy  principle,  by  which  their  adminiftration  has  been 
marked,  they  h^ve  added  this  new  calaniity  of  magnitude  un- 
afcertained,  and  cpnfeauences  incalculable^  I  ihall  cori-  I 
elude  with  moving  the  following  refolution : — 

"  Th.it  che  right  honourable  William  Pitt,  in  havi  .g  To  long  delayed  to  picfmt 
the  eftlmatc  of  the  fum  ncceflbry  for  defraying  the  expences  of  an  incrc^fc  of  pay, 
andalfo  uf  the  prufofed  ilTueof  a  full  allowance  of  provifions  to  the  Teamen  and 
marioes  of  l.is  Majeity*s  Navy,  has  been  guilty  of  a  giofs  breach  of  duty,  and  de« 
ffrvcj  the  ccnfurc  of  this  Houfe.** 

Mr.  Fox  feconded  the  motion. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,'  he  felt  fome  degree 
of  difficulty  in  taking  notice  of  the  honourable  Gentleman's 
motion.  He  did  not,  for  his  part,  defire  that  any  degree  of 
blame  might  be  transferred  from  him  to  any  other  pcrfon, 
if  blame  was  at  all  imputable  ;  but  he  thought  it  neccflary 
to  flate  to  the  Houfe,  that  it  had  been  no  part  of  his  .official 
duty  either  to  prefeat  any  eftimates  to  the  Houfe  at  all,  to 

prepare 
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prepare  any  efUmates,  pr  to  ^ive  diredions  for  them  to  be 
knade  out.  There  was  po  part  of  all  the  financial  depart- 
ments in  which  the  honourable  Gentleman  could  fuccecd  fo 
little  in  any  charge  he  might  bring  forward  againft  him,  a$ 
in  the  motion  he  had  ju(l  made  ;  nor  any  one  of  them  which 
could  fo  little  apply  to  him.  The  whole  of  the  eftimate  was 
directed  to  be  made  put  by  the  ord<;r  of  Council,  and  to  be 
prefented  to  the  Hoqfc.  The  feveral  Aages  through  which 
this  bufinefs  mud  have  gone,  took  up  confiderable  time. 
For  thefe  reafons  he  was  afraid  that  there  was  an  inaccuracy 
in  the  honourable  Gentleman's  motion,  as  particularly  ap« 
pHed  to  him  ;  but  at  the  fame  time  he  wiibed  it  to  be  nn- 
jderftood,  that  on  the  general  queftion,  as  far  as  related  to 
the  country  at  large,  he  laid  no  claim  to  any  excufe  in  con- 
fequence  of  his  having  had  no  (hare  in  thofe  tranfadions 
which  he  ftated*  As  to  the  fads  connected  with  the  prefent 
^{uefiion,  he,  on  a  former  day,  had  flated  to  the  Houfe  all 
that  appeared  to  him  to  be  material ;  and  the  queftion  before 
the  Houfe  was,  whether  there  were  grounds  to  t^elieve  that 
Coverumentoiight  to  have  been  polTefled  of  the  opinion,  that 
unlef$  they  had  ufed  conftJcrable  difpatch,  thofe  confeauencet 
urhich  fince  had  happened  would  have  been  produced  r  And, 
in  fuch  a  {late  pf  the  queftion,  he  would  aik,  whether  thete 
were  fufficjent  grounds  to  induce  the  Houfe  to  pafs  a  vote  of 
cenfure  againA  him  for  not  thinking  that  the  delay  would 
have  caufed  thofe  eSeds  ?  The  real  (late  of  the  h&  was  tliis : 
On  the  24th,  and  not  on  the  23d  of  April,  accounts  arrived 
in  town  that  the  feamen  of  the  fleet  jiad  all  returned  totheir 
duty.  On  the  a6th^  a  piemorial  was  prefented  to  his  Ma- 
jcfty  m  Council,  which  was  referred  to  a  Committee,  whofc 
report  on  the  fame  waj  approved  of  by*  the  Council  on  the 
xiext  day,  it  b^ing  that  day  when  the  Council  ordinarily 
met.  On  Thu^fday  lad  he  had  given  notice  to  the  Houfe 
that  the  eilimate  would  be  prefented  on  the  following  day,  ' 
which  was  prevented  from  being  .done  until  Monday.  At 
the  time  then  when  the.  edimate  was  prefented,  and  at  all 
the  periods  of  intermediate  explanation,  there  was  incon-  ^ 
teftible  evidence  of  its  having  been  the  uniform  intention  of 
his  Majefty's  Minifters  to  complete  the  engagements  that  had 
been  ma4e  to  the  feamen  of  the  fleet ;  nor  was'-there  the 
flig{ite(l  ground  for  fuppoflng  that/there  waS  any  infmcerity 
on  their  part.  He  would  further  add,  that  none  of  the  un- 
^^ppy.^rcutnfltahces  alluded  to  had  taken  place  at  the  time 
U^t  MioiAers  \md  fo  B|4nifefted  their  inftruftions.    [J  cry 
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if  **  Hear.**^  It  had  been  argued,  that  delay  alone  was  the 
caufe  of  thefe  ievcnts  *,  but  ire  thought  it  ivould  be  fair  ta 
obferve,  ,that  they  mufl  have  been  alio  in  a  great  degree  pro- 
duced by  the  mifreprefentations  of  difcuflions  that  had  taken 
{>lace  in  another  Houfe,  which  it  was  not  contiftent  with  the 
orders  of  Parliament  for  him  to  name.  If  thofe  difcuflions 
had  not  been  provoked  in  that  place  by  perfons  who  gene- 
rally oppofed  his  Majefty's  government,  there  would  have 
been  no  mifreprefentations  of  the  tendency  of  thofe  declara- 
tions which  had  been  made  by  perfons  high  in  office :  there 
would  have  remained  no  doubt  but  that  at  the  moment,  and 
at  the  very  hour  when  thofe  difcuflions  took  place  in  another 
Houfe,  the  final  Order  in  Council  would  have  been  referred 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  an  eftimate 
made  out,  without  any  relation  whatever  to  the  caufes  which 
had  produced  the  la'e  events.  But,  unfortunately,  an  accf-  , 
dent  had  prevented  that  from  taking  place  on  the  Thurfday 
already  alluded  to ;  and  at  the  fame  time,  an  induftrious  and 
ftudied  mifreprefentation  had  gone  abroad.  As  to  the  fince- 
rity  of  the  intention  of  his  Majefty's  Government,  he  tould 
fcarcely  condcfcend  to  make  a  reply  to  thofe  who  (hould  ex- 
prefs  a  doubt  about  it.  The  greateft  enemies  of  Govern- 
ment could  not  for  a  moment  fuppofe  that  any  voluntary  de- 
lay had  taken  place  on  the  part  of  Minifters.  Mud  not  their 
own  intereft,  as  well  as  their  duty,  oblige  them  to  be  as  ex- 
peditious as  poflible  in  carrying  intoeffeft  the  demands  of  the 
kamen  ?'  From  the  fird  moment  that  intelligence  had  been 
received  of  the  tranfadions  on  board  the  fleet,  and  that  the 
Board  of  Admiralty  had  recommended  it  to  his  Majefty  to 
adopt  regulations  on  the  fubjed,  Government  was  all  ailoog 
carefully  and  earneftly  employed  in  the  means  of  carrying 
them  into  execution.  With  regard  to  the  prefent  fltuation 
of  the  fleet,  as  far  as  the  lateft  intelligence  he  had  received 
would  permit  him  to  judge,  he  could  fay,  that  he  eotertain- 
ed  the  greateft  hopes  of  the  feamen  having  4  difpofition  to 
return  to  their  duty,  in  confequence  of  the  cfFcAs  already' 

Eroduced  by  the  fignification  to  them  of  the  proceedings  that 
ad  taken  place  in  that  Houfe.  But,  from  the  fliortnefs  of 
time,  and  the  difliculty  of  communication  to  the  different 
'fliips,  owing  to  the  badnefs  of  the  weather,  he  had  not  the 
means  of  obtaining  the  fulleft  information  on  the  Arbjedl,  and 
therefore  he  could  not  ilate  the  grounds  of  his  expeflations 
with  that  degree  of  confidence  which  he  could  wtfti.  He 
had,  bowev^ri  fuflicient  ground  for  hope,  and  a  ftrong  dawn 

thereof^ 
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thereof,  that  tranquillity  and  order  was  effedually  reftored. 
Upon  the  whole,  he  trufted,  there  was  fuflicient  reafon  t6 
induce  the  Houfe  to  avoid  any  difcufTions  on  the  prefentfub- 
jeStf  in  which  the  deareft  interefts  of  the  public  Were  in- 
▼olved  ;  and  that  they  would  be  convinced  that  Minifters 
had  done  every  thing  in  their  power  on  the  occadon  ia 
qpeftion. 

Mr.  ffhitbread  (aid,  that,  in  confequence  of  an  objeftion 
having  been  made  to  the  form  of  his  motion,  he  v^ould  be^ 
leave  to  amend  it,  and,  inflead  of  ^*  the  right  honourable 
William  Pitt,"  he  would  infert  his'^Majefty's  Minifters." 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  hoped  the  Houfe  woi/ld 
not  fuppofe  that  he  had  wiflied  to  wave  any  thing  that  nyght 
be  perfonal  againft  himfelf.  His  objection  to  the  mpUoa 
only  went  to  its  irregularity*  But  he  would  aik,  whether  ijt 
could  be  more  regular  to  ftate  in  a  lump  his  Majefty's  Minif- 
ters? As  to  any  thiQg  that  affected  bimfclf,  he  was  perfectly 
indifferent. 

Mr.  fVhithread  faid,  he  certainly  did  direct  his  cenfure 
againft  the  right  honourable  Gentleman  alone,  and  would 
therefore  point  his  accufation  againft  him. 

The  Speaker  fuggefted  the  propriety  of  the  right  honour- 
able Gentleman's  withdrawing  .him(clf  from  the  Houfe 
while  the  motion  was  read  from  the  elixir. 

Upon  which  Mr.  Pitt  immediately  left  the  Houfe. 
•  Mr.  Fox  propofed  to  acid  to  the  motion,  the  words— '<  or 
caufing  to  be  prefented," — which  were  adopted.     And  then 
the  amended  motion  was  read  from  the  chair  as  follows, 

**  That  hi»  Majefty'i  Minifters  having  fo  long  delayed  prefenting,  or  caufiog  to 
Wprefeated  to  this  Houfe  an  cfiimate  of  the  funi  nwcHary  to  defray  the  expence 
/or  the  increafie  of  pay  of  feamsn  ami  marines  of  hit  Majefty's  fleer,  and  for  the 
proposed  iiTue  of  full  allowance  of  provliionsy  have  been  guilty  of  a  grofs  neglefl  of 
their  duty,  and  deierve  the  cenfure  of  rhU  Houfe." 

After  this  Mr.  Pitt  returned  to  the  Houfe. 

Mr.  Rofe^  junior,  faid,  that  in  the  few  obfervations  b^ 
had  to  oiTer  to  the  Houfe  on  the  motion  propofed  by  the  ho- 
nourable  Gentlenjan,  he  was  free  to  declare,  that  he  was 
biailed  by  no  view  whatever  to  fcreen  a  man,  or  any  fet  of 
men,  from  that  juft  cenfure,  which,  upon  mature  invefti- 
gation,  they  might  be  found  to  deferve.  He  could  not, 
however,  too  earneftly  deprecate  all  hafty  and  intemperate 
difcuffion  ;  and  it  appeared  evident  to  him,  that  if  the  mo* 
tion  was  deferred  to  fom«  future  opportunity,  it  might  thert 
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be  bimighl  forward  before  the  Houfe  with  more  weight  and. 
importance,  as  it  would,  by  that  delay,  be  freed  from  the  paf- 
flon  and  warmth  which,  m  the  prefent  fituation  of  affairs, 
might  be  introduced  during  the  coniideration  of  it.  A  deciiion 
arinng  from  temperance  and  coolnefs  would,  in  his  opinion, 

{)roduce  the  greatcft  benefit ;  while  a  contrary  condu&  might 
ead  the  country  to  entertain  an  idea,  that  Gentlemen  only 
wilhed  for  objeos  of  mutual  crimination  and  reproach.  If, 
<  therefore,  the  honourable  Gentleman  agreed  to  defer  his  mo« 
tion  for  ten  days  or  a  fortnight,  it  would  unqueftionably  come 
before  the  Houfe  in  a  more  conciliating  and  fatisfacSory  man* 
ner.  For  he  might  m  that  cafe  fay,  "  I  have  forborne  difcuC- 
^'  fion  at  the  moment  of  hafte  and  intemperance,  and  now  I 
"invoke  the  Houfe  to  decide  on  the  criminality  of  the  Minif- 
**  ter,  in  a  cool  and  difpafliouate  manner.'*  Could  Gentlemen  for 
a  moment  fuppofe,  that  the  exafperation  which  would  naturally 
arife  from  the  premature  difcufEon  of  the  queftion,  would  en- 
ble  diem  to  obtain  a  greater  vigour  in  the  purfuit  of  their  ob- 
ject ^  He  (hould  alfo  beg  to  obferve,  tliat  if  he  were  even  per- 
fuaded  of  the  trriminality  ftated  in  the  motion,  he  could  not» 
though  on  that  ground,  imprefs  too  forcibly  on  the  honourable 
Gentleman  the  necefldty  of  poflponing  the  confideration  of  the 
fubjed.  He  thought  it  not  inapplicable  to  remind  the  Houfe 
of  the  condudl  of  the  Romans  after  the  battle  of  Cannae,  who, 
inftead  of  expreffing  their  defpair  at  fo  melancholy  a  reverfe  of 
fortune,  unanimoufly  concurred  in  thanking  their  Confol,  Te* 
rentios  Varro,  for  notdefpairing  of  the  fafety  of  the  B>cpublic. 
The  conduS  of  the  Carthaginians  would  have  been  very  dif- 
fererent,  and,  inftead  of  giving  vigour  to  the  public  fpirit,  thev 
would  have  punifhed  their  unfortunate  General  in  the  fevereft 
manner,  and  have  exclaimed, 

'*  Nihil  fappUcii  recufandam  foret** 

'  He  wifhed  the  Hqufe  to  paufe  before  they  entertained  a  mo- 
tion of  this  nature,  under  the  prefent  circumflances  of  th'e 
country.  He  did  not  prefume  to  blame  Gentlemen  for  their 
warmth,  but  he  fuggefted  to  them  the  propriety  of  governing 
their  temper.  He  had  nothing  further  to  fay,  except  that  he 
trufted  that  fome  man  of  experience  and  abilities  would  come 
forward  and  move  that  the  pre/cnt  queftion  be  deferred. 

Mr.  Martin  faid,  there  were  many  Gentlemen  in  the  Houfe 
who  would  bear  teftimony  for  him,  that  he  had  no  party  mo- 
tives to  bias  his  judgment.  He  believed  alfo  that  he  was  not 
fufpeSed  of  being  partial  to  Minifters.  But  whatever  he  tni^ht 
think  of  them  in  general,  he  did  not  fee  how  be  could  aflent 
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to  the  prefent  motion.  There  was  no  man  in  that  Houfe  or 
oot  of  It  who  lamented  what  had  happened  with  refpeft  to  the 
Fleet  more  than  he  did  ;  but  he  did  not  fee  any  reafon  whf 
Minifters  (hould  he  cenfurcd  by  that  Houfe  on  this  occafion. 
They  might  have  aSed  wrongly,  but  there  was  no  evidence  of 
Aeir  having  done  fo  intentionally,  and  therefore  he  could  not 
vote  for  a  cenfure  on  them.  It  was  their  intereft  to  have  afted 
rightly,  and  he  truftcd  they  intended  to  do  fo.  Thefe  were 
ftrong  reafons  with  him  in  forming  his  opinion  upon  this  fub* 
jeA.  It  was,  however,  liable  to  alteration,  if  he  faw  any  rea- 
fon for  altering  it.  The  Minifter  was  reminded  of  the  danger 
which  had  (ince  appeared  to  have  been  carried  into  aflion.  He 
was  aiked.  by  Gentlemen  on  that  fide  of  the  Houfe  when  he  in- 
tended to  bring  the  matter  forward*  but  he  did  not  recoiled 
that  any  gentleman  fuggefted  to  him  there  would  be  any  very 
imminent  danger  from  delay.  Thefe  were  his  reafons  for  bet- 
ing at  prefent  of  opinion  that  he  ought  not  to  vote  for  the  pre- 
fent motion.  It  was  an  opinion  which  had  nothing  to  do  with 
party  prejudices.  He  trufted  be  (hould  never  ad  To  as  to  de- 
ferve  to  be  accufed  of  having  a  party  fpirit. 

Sir  ffHUam  Geary  faid»  he  perfeduy  agreed  in  the  fentimentt 
exprefled  by  both  the  honourable  Gentlemen  who  had  fpoken 
laft  in  the  debate.  He  oppofed  the  motion  direftly,  on  the 
principle,  that  it  ought  to  have  been  brought  forward  on  clear 
and  fpecific  grounds  of  criminality.  In  another  point  of  view. 
It  was  highly  objedionable,  astheobjeAof  it  was  directed  ^gainft 
a  right  honourable  Gentleman,  though,  according  to  the  ad«. 
miffion  of  the  honourable  Mover  himfelf,  it  might  equally  ap- 
ply  to  any  other  of  his  Majefty*s  Minifters.  He  therefore  par- 
ticularly  wiflied  that  the  honourable  Gentleman  would  oonfent 
to  poftpone  it.  He  concluded  by  obferving,  that  as  to  the  rati- 
fication of  Parliament  having  been  infifted  on  as  one  of  the  ex- 
prefs  conditions  between  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  and  the 
Seamen,'  he  pofitively  denied  that  ftatcment  to  be  founoed  in  fad; 
for  it  could  not  be  contefted,  that  the  fleet  had  dropped  down 
to  St.  Helen's  for  the  purpofe  of  proceeding  to  fea,  though  no 
fuch  ratification  had  taken  place. 

Mr.  Tork  confefled  that,  much  as  he  had  dcfired  that  the 
prefent  fubjed  fhould  be  poftponed,  yet,  now  that  he  had  heard 
it  and  the  arguments  which  had  been  urged  in  its  fupport,  hp 
law  no  reafon  for  poftponing  the  decifion  upon  it.  The  mo* 
tion,  after  having  undergone  fo  many  amendments,  that  he 
could  not  enumerate  them,  but  which  would  appear  on  the; 
Journals,  was  a  decifive  proof,  that  the  mind  of  the  honourable 
Qcntkman  himfelf  was  not  convinced  upon  the  fubjed.    He 
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was  rather,  on  the  contrary,  convinced  of  the  fallacy  of  the 
charge,  or  he  could  not  have  had  fo  much  difficulty  4n 
naming  it.  Gentlemen  on  the  other  fide  would  have  done 
well  to  have  confidercd  a  little  more  of  their  fiibjeft  before 
fhcy  brought  it  forward.  The  honourable  Gentleman  had 
not  given  any  proof  that  ought  to  induce  the  Houfe  to  agree 
to  his  motion.  They  faid  blame  on  Minifters  from  the  ex'cnt 
that  bad  happened.  Was  that  a  candid  mode  of  proceeding?- 
That  event  might  have  happiened  from  a  combination  of  cir- 
cumftances  ;  and  could  any  man  fairly  fay  th?«  the  conduft 
of  Minifters  was  the  caufe  of  it  ?  He  looked  upon  it  as'  nw 
event. which  was  produced  by  a  number  of  circumftances  put 
together,  and  that  there  was  no  evidence,,  before  the  Hcufe 
that  the  condud  of  Minifters  produced  it.  He  lamented 
the  warmth  of  aright  honourable  Gentleman  (Mr.  Fox)  who 
had  fpoken  upon  this  tnatter  on  a  former  occafion,  in  a 
manner  that  he  (hould  never  forget.  Even  that  right  htm. 
Gentleman  faid  nothing  at  firft  of  •  the  neceffity  of  an  aft  of 
Puiiayr/ent,  nor  did  he  exprefs  any  apprehenfion  of  a  frefh 
mutiny  ;  there  was  no  appearance  of  it ;  fo  for  from  that, 
when  his  Majefty's  gracious  pardon  went  down  on  the  28th 
of  April,  the  fleet  under  the  command  of  Lord  Bridport, 
wanted  to  ffeil,  and  if  the  wind  had  been  eafterly,  they  would 
at  this  moment  have  been  blocking  up  the  harbour  of  Brcft. 
'yhe  accidents  of  mifreprefentation  had  produced  dangerous 
and  alarming  confequences,  but  from  all  that  had  happened, 
there  was  no  evidence  of  any  criminality  in  Minifters. 

Mr.  Fox  fpoke  to  the  following  cfFeft : 

I  irever  in  my  life  was  more  convinced  of  the  propriety  of 
a  motion  than  I  am  of  that  which  is  now  before  you,  and- 
of  the  expediency  of  parting  it  now  I  am  as  well  convinced. 
The  cenfure  of  the  learned  Gentleman  who  fpoke  laft 
againfl.  the  motion  of  my  honourable  friend  is  moft  curious* 
I  thought  he  was  fcholar  enough  to  know,  that  in  com- 
mon ftruflure  of  grammar,  the  fingular  and  plural  number 
muft  be  differently  expreffcd,  and  that  is  the  caufe  of  the 
variety  of  alterations  which  he  fays  have  been  introduced 
into  the  motion,  it  being  at  firft  a  motion  againft  one  indivi- 
dual, viz.  the  Minifter,  and  afterwards  altered  by  taking  in 
his  Majcfty's  Minifters,  who  are  a  number  of  individuals, 
and  this  is  all  the  field  on  which  the  learned  Gentleman 
made  his  ingenious  obfervations  as  to  what  will  appear  upon 
your  Journals.  The  Chancellor  cf  the  Exchequer  was  the 
perfon  who  appeared  to  my  honourable  friend  to  be  chiefly 
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guilty,  and  therefore,  the  motion  was  made  againfthim, 
but  upon  confideration  that  there  were  no  documents  to 
prove  that  the  guilt  attached  exclufively  to  him,  tlie  motion 
was  amended,  and  the  cenfure  is  propofed  to  be  voted  againft 
his  Majefty'sMinifiers  at  large  as  being  concerned  in  the 
delay  of  which  my  honourable  friend  complains,  and  in  which 
I  join  him,  as  having  been  the  caufe  of  the  difafters  which 
have  happened  to  the  fleet.  With  regard  to  the  propriety 
of  this,  I  wifh  thofe  whooppofe  it  would  ilate  as  fpeciiically 
the  qaifchief  which  it  will  do ;  hitherto  they  have  only  talk- 
ed of  th^t  mifchief  in  general  terms.  I  fay  generally  alfo, 
that  public  difcufiion  is  the  bed  fecurity  for  public  welfare, 
and  the  beft  fecurity  for  the  fafety  of  every  good  Govern- 
ment. That  energy  which  is  to  be  had  from  fccrecy  which 
fome  perfoQs  are  (o  fond  of,  (lands  upon  the  authority  of 
but  a  few,  and  they  have  neither  been  the  wifeft  nor  the 
beft,  but  they  are  thofe  who,  from  age  to  age,  have  endea- 
voured to  enflave  mankind,  and  they  have  been  controverted 
by  the  wifeft  and  the  beft  in  all  ages,  as  appears  by  the  beft 
biftoriesof  this  world.  I  fay  this  generally.  But  to  come 
to  the  immediate  fubje£l  which  is  now  before  us,  and  to 
apply  thofe  general  principles  to  the  fafis  that  have  appear- 
ed. When  this  mutiny  firft  broke  out,  was  the  fubje& 
debated  in  this  Houfe  ^  No.  It  was  paiTed  by  in  filcnce* 
and  thofe  Gentlemen  who  are  fo  enamoured  with  fccrecy 
bad  the  complete  advantage  of  it,  as  much  fo  as  could  have 
been  defired  by  any  favourite  abfolute  Government ;  for  how- 
ever I  may  deplore,  and  however  every  manin  this  country  may 
deplore  what  has  happened,  and  may  have  wifhed  that  better 
roeafures  had  been  adopted  for  the  fafety  of  the  nation,  yet 
ftill  it  muft  be  allowed  that  Miniflers  have  had  all  the  ad- 
vantages of  the  fecrecy  for  which  they  are  fuch  advocates  s 
as  far  as  regard  our  proceedings^.  But  there  are  now 
exhibited  charges  agaioft  me.  I  am  now  accufed  for  not 
having  at  firft  ftated  the  danger  of  what  has  lately  happened  : 
that  I  did  not  at  firft  ftate  the  danger  of  the  delay,  of  .which 
I  now  complain  :  now  that  the  money  is  adually  voted,  it 
is  ftrange  that  I  ftiould  complain  of  the  danger.  I  beg  the 
Houfe  to  confider  this  charge.  Had  I  at  firft  ftated  that  I 
apprehended  that  would  happen  which  has  adually  happened, 
I  aijcthis  Houfe  whether  Gentlemen  on  the  other  fide  would 
not  have  faid  they  believed,  and  would  defire  this  Houfe  and 
the  public  to  believe,  that  that  very  predi£lion  of  mine  had 
^  copftderable  ihare  in  caufing  the  event :  that  the  variety 
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of  ftiteoients  of  dangers  in  this  Houfe  contributed  to  bring 
about  the  evil  ?  Mark  the  itppregnable  defence  of  the  Mi* 
fiifter.  Here  if  you  flate  your  opinion  of  the  neceflity  of  ex- 
peditious meafures,  and  (late  the  danger  of  delay,  you  are 
faid  by  your  (latement  to  caufe  the  mifchief  which  might 
have  been  avoided  if  you  had  remained  filent.  But  having 
remained  filent  you  are  told  that  you  have  no  right  to  com- 
plain in  confequence  of  what  has  happened,  for  that  you 
yourfelf  did  not  forefee  it,  becaufe  yOti  did  not  tell  the  Mi- 
niflerany  thing  of  your  apprehenfion  of  danger.  If  you  do 
ftate  your  apprehenfion  you  are  the  author  of  the  mifchief. 
If  you  donot,  it  mud  be  taken  for  granted  you  yourfelf 
had  no  apprehenfion  of  the  danger.  jLet  us  now  apply  to 
the  fads.  The  news  of  the  discontents  in  the  fleet  arrived 
in  London  on  the  Monday  morning,  i  happened  to  arrive 
in  the  afternoon  of  the  fame  day.  Uninformed  as  I  then 
was,  I  thought  that  we  (houid  have  before  us  the  tranfac- 
lions  with  all  poflibie  fpeed ;  in  anfwer  to  a  queftion,  I 
was  told  that  a  communication  would  be  made  with  all  pof« 
fible  fpeed.  Should  not  I  be  a  caviller  to  have  faid  more  at 
that  time  ?  In  a  few  days  I  did  ftate  that  it  appeared  to  me 
to  be  important  that  fome  meafure  (hould  be  (peedily  taken. 

The  whole  of  the  queftion  divides  itfelf  into  two 'pans, 
firfty  Whether  there  was  any  caufe  for  any  extraordinary 
expedition  in  providing  a  remedy  for  the  evil?  for,  if  there 
was  not,  I  admit  that  the  whole  of  my  honourable  friend's 
motion  falls  at  once.  Minifters  have  contended  this,  and 
^&ed  as  if  they  thought  there  was  no  caufe  for  extraordinary 
expedition  ;  in  which  they  differ,  I  believe,  from  every  tnan 
in  this  Houfe,  and  every  man  in  this  country.  I  contend 
that  if,  contrary  to  the  fpecific  fads,  there  had  not  happened 
any  mifchief,  IVill  delay  was  criminal ;  becaufe  it  was  h^hly 
probable  that  delay  would  have  occafioned  mifchief.  They 
ihould  have  taken  the  moment  of  peace  and  tranquillity  at 
Portfmouth  to  fatisfy  the  feamen.  They  muft  be  ridicu- 
louily  fanguine  if  they  expeSed  that  the  feamen  were  not 
likely  to  be  alarmed  at  the  delay  which  took  place.  It  has 
been  faid  that  we  have  not  proved  that  the  evil  we  complain 
of  was  owing  ^xclufively  to  the  delay  of  Minifters ;  it  is 
true  tire  have  no  documents  to  this  eiFed,  but  the  fad  is  no- 
torions.  I  afk  what  is  the  caufe  of  our  being  in  a  ftate  of 
comparative  rejoicing  this-  day,  and  which  produced  a  dawn 
of  hope  among  us?  Is  it  not  to  the  meafures  which  have 
t^ken  plac?  in  Pa^li^ment  ?  Certainly,  it  is.     Why,  then,  I 
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aflc  if  the  cafe  be  fo,  is  that  not  a  proof  that  the  wsuit  of 
thefe  meafures  was  the  caufe  of  the  evil?  This  I  ((ate  with* 
out  entering  into  the  queftion  whether  the  rcprefcntations 
are  true  or  falfe  to  any  certain  extent.     Mini.4ers  fay  that 
the  evils  are  owing  to  mifreprefentattons  of  what  happened 
in  another  place.     Here  let  us  paufe.     Take  it  for  granted, 
for  the  fake  of  the  argumenti  and  for  that  only,  that  there 
have  been  grofs  mifreprefentatioos.     Does  any  man  believe 
there  Is  a  dtlliculty  in  finding  out  the  remedy  to  fuch  grofs 
mifreprefentation  i    Expedition    on  the  part  of  Minifters 
was  the  only  remedy.     Had  they  done  their  duty  by  bring- 
ing forward  the  a£l  of  Parliament,  the  eiFefis  of  mifrepre* 
fentation  would  have  been   comparatively  innocent.     It  is 
fuppofed  that  perfons  of  great  authority  faid  in  another  place^ 
they  did  not  know  they  ihould  have  any  orders  from  his  Ma- 
jefty  to  make  any  communication ;  that  we  all  know  in 
Parliament  to  becorred  in  point  of  form,   confidering  the 
ptacein  which  it  was  fpoken,  becaufe  it  is  in  this  Honfethat 
the  meafuremuft  originate;  this  is  another  flgnai  inftance 
of  the  folly  and  ignorance  of  Minifters,  for  they  muft  know 
what  effeS  this  muft  have  on  the  uninformed.     The  Mini- 
fter  talks  of  mtfreprefentayon,  and  the  eff^St  of  it,  was  he 
ignorant  of  that  tffc6i  I  He  who  caufed  the  Habeas  Corpas 
z&  to  be  fufpended,  mnft  furely  be  aware  of  the  poflibility  of 
there  being  Jacobins,  as  he  has  called  them,  in  this  country, 
who  would  be  ready  to  mifreprefent  his  intentions.     I  think 
there  are  not  in  this  country  a  fufficient  number  of  ftich  per- 
fons to  make  us  (hake  in  our  determination  to  adhere  to  our 
conftttution,  but  although  I  do  not  think  there  is  enough  to 
do  that,  yet  1  think  there  may  be  enough  to  dtftribute  a 
hand-bill ;  this  he  muft  know  as  well  as  any  man  ;  then  I 
afk,  was  he  not  criminally  guilty   for  neglcding  to  do  that 
which  would  render  vain  all  fuch  attempts,  by  bringing  for- 
ward an  aft  of  Parliament  without  delay,  which  was  the  only 
cffeftual  way  to  prevent  the  evil  ? 

There  is  another  view  in  which  this  important  queftion ' 
may  be  confidcrcd.  I  am  not  going  to  give  any  opinion  on 
the  ncgociation  between  the  delegates  of  the  ficcT,  and  the 
Admiralty,  at  Ponfmouth ;  bur  that  mtafure  having  takea 
place,  it  ought  to  be  coniidered  as  a  negociaMon  in  which 
there  were  certain  ftipulations.  No  man  can  be  faiisficd  in  a 
negociation  until  the  ftipulations  of  it  are  performed.  Why, 
then,  1  alk,  if  it  was  not  cfTcntial  for  the  public  benefit,  that 
this  negociation  ihould  be  made  as  (hort  as  poftible?  Has  that 
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be^n  done?  If  you  tell  me  this  was  only  a  promife,  and  that 
time  mud  be  taken  to  perform  it,  and  that  the  feamen  ought 
to  have  been  fatisfied  that  it  would  be  fulfilled.  I  anfwer,  that 
a  promife  is,  in  its  nature,  an  incomplete  ad,  and  the  longer 
you  are  in  performing  it,  the  more  reafon  do  you  give  (or 
doubting  your  fincerity.  Delay,  therefore,  upon  this  occaiion, 
confidering  all  the  circumdances,  amounts  to  guilt  on  the  part 
of  Minifters.  But  it  is  faid,  Minifters  were  fincere — I  never 
doubted  it.  I  never  thought  of  making  any  accufation  againft 
them  that  they  did  not  intend  to  make  good  their  promife  to 
the  Sailors ;  what  I  complain  of  is,  that  they  delayed  the  per- 
formance of  that  promifeunneceiTarily,  inconfequenceof  which 
fome  of  the  beft  blood  of  this  country  has  been  fpilt.  Then 
comes  the  general  anfwer,  **  Minifters  cannot  be  guilty  of  any 
**  crime  upon  tins  occafion ;  what  interefts  have  they  in  being 
ib  ?"  I  know  not  what  intereft  any  men  can  have  in  guilt.  1 
know  not  what  intereft  any  Minifters  can  have  in  being  bad 
Minifters,  and  yet  we  know  that  men  have  been  guilty,  and 
that  Minifters  have  been  bad  Minifters ;  that  they  have  ap« 
peared  .in  this  world,  and  1  am  afraid  will  continue  to  appear^ 
and  unlefs  there  is  Come  con trou ling  power  exercifed  over  them, 
they  will  continue  to  do  as  they  have  done — much  mifchief 
to  mankind.  I  fay  that  Minifters  have  difcovered  an  incapa- 
city which  renders  ihem  quite  unfit  to  manage  the  affairs  of 
tliis  country,  and  which  they  will  ruin  unlefs  this  Houfe  inter- 
pofes  its  authority  over  them.  Will  any  Gentleman  oppofite 
to  me  deny  this  ?  That  Minifters  have  heaped  upon  this  coun- 
try misfortune  upon  misfortune,  that  they  have  committed 
blunder  upon  blunder,  and  that  they  have  very  nearly  accom- 
pliftied  the  ruin  of  this  country  ?  There  are  difafters  and  dif- 
graces  which,  after  a  long  fucceftion,  deftroy  the  faculties  of 
the  human  mind.  ^I  take  that  to  be  the  c^fe  of  the  Minifter  ^ 
he  is,  to  ufc  a  vulgar  expreffion,  *'  beat  blind."  That  is  now 
his  only  excufe,  his  only  apology  ;  who  but  a  man  who  had 
been  fo  difgraced,  could  have  been  blind  to  the  confequences 
of  the  delay  ot  v/hich  he  has  been  guilty  upon  this  OQcalion  ?  I 
know  I  am  accufed  of  fpeaking  with  too  much  warmth  upon 
many  fubjedts  ;  all  I  can  fay  in  anfwer  to  that  charge  is,  that 
I  feel  for  the  lituation  of  this  country  with  warmth^  and  I 
fpeak  from  feelings,  of  which  I  think  no  man  ought  to  be 
aftiamed.  Look  at  what  has  been  done  in  point  of  fift  in  this 
bufinefs  I  ftated  formerly,  that  on  the  23d  of  April  a  letter 
arrived  from  Portfmouth.  The  Minifter  ftates  it  to  be  the 
24th.  He  ftates,  that  in  one  day  the  memorial  was  made  for 
the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty,  and  here  the  Minifter  is  corredt 
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literally  rather  than  fubftaotially,  becaufe  the  news  was  known 
early  iu, the  morning,  fo  early  that  a  memorial  might  .have 
been  prefcnted  on  the  very  day  the  news  arrived  ;  but  it  ap- 
pears, that  it  was  not  prefented  till  the  26th,  and  the  Order  ia 
Council  does  not  iQue  until  the  3d  of  May.  Here  is  one  day 
entirely  loA  in  this  (^age  of  the  proceeding.  I  mean  the  me- 
morial. In  ftiort,  diere  is  a  delay  of  feven  days  upon  unne- 
ceflary  points  of  form  which  did  not  require  the  delay  of  as 
many  hours,  no,  nor  as  many  minutes.  The  delay  in  all  is 
full  14  days ;  and  refle£l  on  the  circumftances  that  have  hap- 
pened ;  nay,  what  every  prudent  man  forefaw  was  likely  to 
happen,  and  then  I  a(k  you,  whether  yuu  think  that  delay 
was  criminal  ?  But  it  feems  this  was  all  matter  of  chance,  for 
the  fleet  might  have  failed  before  the  lafl.  difturbance  took  place^ 
had  it  met  with  a  fair  wind.  Suppofe  this  he  granted ;  then  I 
would  a(k,  ought  you  not  to  provide  againft  chances?  It  W98 
your  duty  to  <lo  fo.  Had  you  done  fo,  you  might  have  con- 
verted into  a  bieffing  that  interpofition  of  Providence  which, 
under  other  circuinftances,  might  have  been  confidered  as  ;i 
difadvantage,  by  letarding  the  operations  of  your  fleet.  By 
this  the  evils  would  have  been  avoided,  and  the  failors  would 
have  been  completely  fatisfied.  But  if  they  had  failed,  what 
would  have  been  your  fituation.  They  would  have  failed 
without  having  been  fatistied,  and  what  would  have  been  the 
tStGt  of  infinuations  to  them  of  your  inhncerity  in  that  fitua- 
^on,  I  do  not  chufe  to  dwell  upon. 

There  is  another  point  which  makes  this  matter  diftrelGng 
to  me.  I  do  not  know  how  far  this  bufinefs  may  b<*  faid 
even  now  to  be  fettled.  That  is  a  circumftance  alfo  of  which 
I  cannot  help  complaining,  becaufe  we  have  not  a  clear 
fair  account  of  this  tranfa6tion.  We  ought  to  know  how  far 
the  parties  have  come  to  an  underflanding  upon  this  bufinefs. 
What  has  been  granted  of  what  was  afl^ed,  and  what  denied, 
or  what  relinquifhed.  Let  us  remember  that  the  public  have 
a  right  to  Know  thefe  fadh,  becaufe  on  them  depends  the  qucf- 
tion  of  our  future  fecurity.  The  people  have  a  right  to  inlift 
that  we.fhould  a£t  with  wifdom,  which  we  (hall  not  do  unlefs 
we  infift  on  feeing  the  real  danger  of  our  fituation.  We  ihiuld, 
therefore,  (hew  our  vigilance  and  earneft  defire  to  fcrve  the 
public  by  marking  the  conduct  of  Miniilers,  with  our  cenfure. 
Good  God  !  look  at  the  fituation  of  this  country.  I  have  been 
accufed  ot  looking  at  that  fituation  with  a  defponding  eye,  I 
can  fay  that  tookmg  at  the  fituation  of  this  country  fix  months 
ago  with  the  very  worl^  opinion  of  Minifters,  and  the  ftate  of 
the  nation  with  much  diffidence  as  to  the  foundncfs  of  the 
Cpnflitution,  after  what  had  been  done  to  deltroy  it,  I  thought 
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we  were  then  in  the  pit  of  defpondency  ;  I  could  hardly  con- 
ceive that  any  thing  could  be  woife  ;  but  is  there  a  man  novf 
alive  who  does  not  think  that  was  a  ftate  of  profperity  com- 
pared to  the  prefent  ?  Is  there  a  man  who,  however  gloomy 
Olid  defpondent  he  might  have  l>cen  then,  who  is  not  much 
more  fo  now.  Look  at  the  ftate  of  this  country  ;  look  at  the 
Bank  ;  look  at  Ireland ;  look  at  yoor  lad  beft  hope,  your  na- 
tional bulwark,  and  then  refle£t  on  your  fitoation.  To  what 
is  it  owing  ?  Is  it  not  to  this  ?  That  the  popuUr  part  of  the 
Conftitution  ha?  been  facrificed  to  the  influence  of  the  Ex- 
^ecutive?  Is  is  not  owing  to  the  too  fuccefsful  endeavours 
of  the  fcrvants  of  the  Crown  to  change  the  popular  branch 
from  vigilance  and  jealoufy  to  fupinenefs  and  confidence  in 
•the  Monarchy  ?  To  prevail  upon  you  to  think  or  aA  as  if 
—you  thought  that  fecrecy  is  better  than  publicity?  To  pre- 
vail upon  you  to  a£l  as  if  you  thought  that  the  road  that  had 
condu£led  you  to  greatnefs  muft  be  abandoned,  that  you  muft 
now  purfue  another,  which  will  inevitably  condu^  you  to 
meannefs  ?  That  your  courfe  would  have  been  fo  rapid  in  this 
new  road  is  what  no  man  would  have  thought  fome  time  aga, 
hut  you  fee  it  has.  If  you  think  that  there  was  no  fault  in 
Miniders,  vote  againft  the  queftion.  fiut  if  you  think  there 
has  been  any  unnccefTary  delay  in  this  bufinefs,  it  Is  your  djdtyf 
your  country  demands  of  you  to  throw  away  any  attachment 
you  may  have  to  Minifters.  If  you  do  not,  th^  moft  fanguine 
hope  of  the  moft  fanguine  man  in  the  kingdom  cannot  even 
flatter  you  that  you  can  retrieve  your  own  honour. 

Mr.  DunJas  faid,  he  had  hoped  that  when  the  honourable 
Gentleman  warned  the  Houfe  with  fo  much  eloquence 
againft  too  great  confidence  in  Minifters,  that  he  would  alfo 
have  guarded  them  againft  giving  way  to  animofity  and  ran- 
cour. If  lie  thouglit  there  was  danger  from  the  fnendfliip  ojf 
Gentlemen  to  Mini  Iters,  it  would  have  been  candid  to  have 
ftated  that  there  was  fome  impropriety  in  endeavouring  to  take 
advantage  of  what  appeared  to  Gentlemen  to  be  at  the  beft  an 
error  in  judgment.  He  thought  the  charge  would  have  been 
mcfte  impartial,  if  it  had  embraced  all  ihcfe  obje£b.  With 
regard  to  any  pcrfonal  motive,  he  declared  he  was  a£tuat^d  by 
none  in  making  theie  remarks.  That  the  tranfadlion  whicn 
had  given  rile  to  the  prefent  difcufiion^  was  one  which  had 
given  the  moft  poignant  concern  to  his  Majefty's  Minifters* 
was  a  truth  almoft  unncccffary  .for  him  to  ftate;  but  though 
every  perfon  conncScd  with  Government  deeply  regretted 
that  it  ihould  have  happened,  yet  that  regret  was  not  mixed 
with  any  remorfe  on  tiieir  own  accoontr    He  ooold  dedans 
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for  himfelfy  and  he  believed  for  all  his  colleagues,  that  they 
had  no  fuch  feeling.  The  honourable  Gentleman  (Mr,  jFoxj 
bad  ufed  the  cxpn-ffion  **  extraordinary  delay,"  but, which, 
howrever,  he  changed  very  rapidly  Into  **  unneceffary  delay." 
The  tranfition  wa<;  propei'}  for  the  honourable  Gentleman 
niuft  have  been  confcious  that  no  extraordinary  delay  had  been 
ufed  upon  thisoccafion,  for  indeed  no  nuMlure  had  ever  been 
forwarded  more  ezpeditioufly  through  the  Houfe.  It  was  alfo 
to  be  recoUe^ed,  that  the  honourable  Gentleman  had  never 
put  any  queflion  to  his  MajeQy's  Miniders  which  could  be 
fuppofed  to  relate  in  the  Imalleft  d.c{;ree  tothefom'>lction  of 
the  promifes  made  to  the  feamen.  Lvery  quel^ion  that  had 
been  put  by  the  other  fide  of  the  Houfe  rehted  merely  to  the 
circumilances  of  the  tranfa£kton,  and  feemed  to  have  in  view 
no  other  objed  than  a  communication  of  th\>fe  circumdances 
to  the  Houfe.  Quedioas  of  a  fimilar  tendency  had  been  afked 
in  another  Houfe,  where  it  was  notorious  no  money  could  be 
voted;  and  when  he  faw  certain  perlbns  adting  upon  a  icgular 
plan  and  fyftem,  it  was  fair  for  him  lo  infer  t*^iat  they,  had  the. 
fame  objed  in  view.  Thus  he  could  not  help  conclu  iiug,, 
that  the  queftions  the  honourable  Gentleman  had  alkcd  in  that 
Hoafe  had  no  relation  to  pecuniary  matters ;  and  that  a  know-; 
ledge  of  the  circumftances  was  all  he  then  wanted.  This  was, 
indeed,  evident  from  what  had  fallen  from  the  honourable 
Gentleman  that  nighty  for  with  all  his  ioa;enuiry,  even  with* 
the  help  of  the  event,  he  was  not  able  to  make  it  appear  that 
he  dad  put  any  queflion  which  could  be  fuppofed  to  relate  to  any 
fklay  in  forwarding  the  meafure  alluded  to  through  th4t  HouCe ;. 
or  to  an  Y  danger  that  might  arife  from  that  delay.  It,  however^ 
the  honourable  Gentleman  could  iiave  given  a  hint  to  Adini- 
niftration  of  any  danger  that  was  to  be  apprehendcJ  in  confe« 

Jaence  of  their  delay — if  he  had  any  reafon  to  fuppofe  that 
anger  really  did  ex  ill,  it  wa$  furely  his  duty  to  have  commu*, 
aicatcd  his  information  or  his  ideas  of  that  dunger  to  his  IVIa«' 
^fty's  Minifters.  In  whatever  light  he  ihould  take  L  n, 
whether  as  an  accufer  or  as  an  advifer  of  hisMajcfty's  Mi"» 
nifterS}  it  was  to  be  expeified  that  he  would  have  wifhed  to 
avert  this  danger;  and  it  was  impoHible  to  fuppofe  th'^t.he 
wouU  not  have  ftated  what  appeared  to  him  capable  of  avert-* 
ing  it.  But,  notwithftanding,  whatever  might  Be  mQnuated,' 
no  man -breathing  had  reafon  to  doubt  that  when  the  fleet  went 
down  to  St.  Helen's  the  mutiny  was  not  completely  over,  and 
tfic  feamen  fati^fied  with  the  conceffions  which  had  bt^n  made 
to  them.  Was  it  fair  theii  to  argue,  that  his  Majelly's  Mi- 
pifter$  oQ^t  ;q  have  fefpcfted  that  to  happen  whicl^no  maa» 
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in  the  kingdom  could  polfi!)lv  forefec?  Ifth^*  honourable  Gen- 
tleman really  thought  there  was  fo  much  danger  in  tvhat  hi 
called  an  extraordinary  delay,  though  he  niight  not  be  inclined 
to  hold  communication  with  his  Majefty's  Miniilers  upon 
every  occalion,  he  could  not  think  it  would  bave  been  vc^ry 
improper  for  him  to  have  given  them  a  hmt  of  what  he  knew 
or  what  he  rufpe<3ed.  It  was  plain  the  honourable  Gentleman 
did  not  do  this  becaufc  he  thought  the  dangcl*  was  over.  The 
honourable  Geritleman  had  faid  there  were  alarms  m  the  coun- 
try of  the  danger  of  a  French  party,  and  he  had  added,  that 
as  Miniftcrs  were  convinced  that  this  party  did  exill  in  the 
countryi  they  ought  to  have  been  on  their  guard,  left  they 
(hould  again  fow  the  feeds  of  difcontent  on  board  the  Fleet. 
He  believed  there  were  many  very  wicked  pcrfons  of  that  dc- 
fcription  in  the  country;  but  as  he  lud  been  oltcn  hlamcd  for 
dating  that  there  were  any  iuch  pcrfons  in  the  kingdom,  he  could 
not  help  being  furprifcd  now  that  Miniilers  fhouKl  be  accufcd 
of  not  guarding  fufliciently  againft  them.  He  was  reaiiy  to 
confefs,  that  he  had  txperienccd  great  fatisfaftion  froiti  oUc 
circumftance  connefted  with  the  laft  ditlurbances  at  Pnrif- 
mouth.  That  fatisfa£tion  arofe  from  a  conviftion  that  the 
feamen  were  not  infcflfcdwiih  Jacobinif.ti.  In  the  moments 
of  the  grcateft  exafpcration  they  had  declared,  rhat  they  wtDuld 
not  fuftcr  the  Crow«  of  England  to'l)e'4mpok^d  upon,  nor  the 
glory  of  the  Briti(b  fleet  to  be  tarnllhed.  He  firmly  believed, 
if  any  attempt  had  been  made  to  dt^tach  them  from  ihofc  prin- 
cipks  of  loyalty  and  affedion  to  their  Sovmign,  which  bad 
always  diflinguifhed  Britilh  fesrmen,  they  would  not  have 
yielded  to  any  fuch  attempt.  He  iKrlieved  even  now,  that 
they  would  regard  all  attempts  of  that  kind  with  indignation; 
but  no  attack  of  that  kind  had  then  been  made  upon  them; 
Some  perfons,  however,  for  whom  he  could  not  find  a  namei 
whether  Jacobin  or  any  other,  fufliciently  dcfcriptivc  of  dftif 
wickednefs,  foon  fought  to  miflead  tliem.  The  moment  the* 
quenioQ  of  the  feamens  piy  and  provifions  were  fettled,  and 
bis  Majefty's  moft  gracious  partion  granted  to  them,  thefc  pcr- 
fons endeavoured  to  perfuade  them  tlvit  the  pardon  was  a  for** 
gcry.  When  mifreprcfcntations  on  what  had  paflcd  on  this 
fu|)je<3  in  another  place  had  been  circulated  abroad,  their  mode 
of  attack  was  changed.  Th.c  feamen  were  then  told,  that  Par- 
liament meant  to  betray  them.  Before  this  maltciouS'falfehood 
was  circulated  amongR  them,  t>:ey  had  entertained  nojealoufy, 
becaufe  there  was  no  ground  for  it^  Buc  did  the  honourable 
Gentleman  mean  to  fay,  that  fomc  fuch  event  as  that  which 
had  unhappily  occurred,  might  not  have  taken  place  if  the 

bufiuefs 


Way  fo]       WOODFALL'S  PARLIAMENTARY  REPORTS.  fj 

br.f»ne<s  had  been  l>rought  before  Parliament  fooner  ?  Wat  the 
hormuranlcGtutlcnian  en  rain  that  the  fame  dinholical  tOfig;;ues 
would  not  have  ifi vented  fbn)e  otiier  (lory,  calculated  to  pro- 
mote th.it  confulim  which  they  de  fired  ?  It  muft,  however, 
give  xhc  grearcll  fatisUiJtton  to  the  Houfe  to  learn,  that  when 
the  Reiolurion  voted  on  Monday  laft  was  fent  down  to  Pbrtf* 
m.jurh,  tdvouiible  (vmptons  of  a  return  to  duty  appeared 
air.ong  the  fenmen.  T\m  was  the  natural  confequence  of  their 
difeoverin^  that  they  had  been  impofed  upon  ;  and  he  truAed 
that  this  <iir|x>fit»on  would  continue,  and  thst  all  differences 
would  be  fiinlly  adjtfted  when  they  (hould  learn  that  the 
Houfe  had  fo  completely  fulfilled  all  that  had  been  promifed  to 
them.  It  could  not,  however,  be  denied,  that  the  Seamen 
were  fatisfied  with  the  grants  of  the  Admiralty.  The  greateft 
proof  of  tlieir  ^nti^faiSion  was,  that  they  immediately  aAed  up- 
on it,  by  retujning  to  their  duly.  It  was  therefore  in  vain  to 
argue  that  the  fecond  mutiny  was  occafioned  by  any  negleSof 
Adminiflration.  No  man  could  tell  whether  that  unhappy, 
affair  might  not  have  happened  under  very  different  circum- 
ftances ;  at  the  fame  time  he  was  ready  to  allow,  that  if  any 
fugge(\ion  had  been  made  to  his  Majefty's  Minifters,  of  danger 
to  be  apprehended  from  delaying  the  meafure  fo  often  alluded 
to,  they  defcrvcd  cenfure  ;  but  in  faft,  this  danger  never  enter- 
ed into  the  imagination  of  any  man.  The  fleet  had  failed  un- 
der an  impreffion  of  gratitude  for  the  liberalities  of  the  Admi- 
ralty^ and  with  the  fulleft  conviftion  that  all  that  had  been 
piomifed  to  them  would  be  completely  and  faithfully  fulfilled. 
It  was  certain,  that  had  it  not  been  for  the  contrary  wind,  the 
fleet  would  have  been  now  at  fea.  Under  all  thefe  circum- 
ftances  he  was  convinced  that  the  Houfe  could  not  agree  to  the 
motion.  It  was  obvious,  that  no  cenfure  could  attach  to  Mi- 
nifters for  not  f6re1(:eing  events  which  no  other  perfons  in  their 
£tuation  cculd  h^ve  had  the  fmalleft  fufpicion  of  being  likely 
to  take  place.  He  therefore  thought  it  unneceffary  to  trouble 
the  Houfe  with  any  further  obfervations  on  a  queftion  which 
he  cculd  with  difficulty  fuppofe  was  feriouily  agitated  by  the 
honourable  Gentleman  who  had  brought  it  forward. 

Mr.'/iA-expIaind.  When  he  faid  the  delay  was  **  extra- 
♦*  ordinary,*'  he  had  ufed  the  word  extraordinary  in  its  ufual 
acceptation.  He  confidercd  the  delay  to  be  extraordinary  when 
compared  with  the.  importance  of  the  meafure  that  was  to  bti 
brought  forward,  and  the  neceffity  of  accelerating  it.  There 
was  another  topic  the  honourable  Gentleman  had  alluded  to— 
*•  Jacobinifm.^  He  would  call  it  fo,  becaufe  the  term  was 
■nderftood.    He  was  afraid,  that  the  honourable  Gc"*Jemaa 

mean 


^  WOODFALL'S  PARLIAMENTARY  REPORTS.      [CoMMOKt, 

meant  to  infinuate,  that  he  (Mr.  Fox)  imagined  that  a  fpirit 
of  Jacobinifm  exified  in  the  fleet.  He  had  ftated  no  fuch  thing; 
but  as  his  Majedy's  Minifters  had  always  pretended  to  believe 
that  there  were  a  great  number  of  pcifons  of  that  defcription  in 
the  country,  they  were  wrong  in  being  ofF  tlieir  guard  as  to 
the  danger  which  might  arifc  from  fuch  perfoniv  communicat- 
ing with  the  fleet.  He  was  ready  to  acknowledge  that  he  had 
called  more  particularly  for  an  explanation  of  the  circum fiances 
of  the  tranfadlion  at  Portfmouth,  than  for  the  efti mates- being 
fubmitted  to  the  Houfe ;  but  fo  farr  from  ftating  that  he  had 
any  information  to  give  to  his  Majeftv's  Minifters,  he  had  only 
defired  to  know  their  information,  becaufc  it  might  throw  a 
diflfercnt  light  upon  the  tranfa£iion.  He  had  faid  before,  and 
he  now  repeated,  that  it  would  have  been  far  l)ettcr  the  feamen 
Ijad  failed  with  a  conviftion  of  the  promif^s  made  to  theiii  hav- 
ing been  fulfilled,  tlian  that  they  ihould  fail  onlv  with  thecon- 
vi£tion  that  they  would  be  fulfilled.  It  was  evident  that  in  the 
former  cafe  none  of  the  mifrcprefentations  the  lionourable  Gen- 
tleman had  alluded  to,  could  have  had  any  cflFcdt.  The  fca- 
men  would  have  had  the  A£t  of  Parliament  to  refer  to  as  a 
proof  that  tliey  were  falfe. 

Mr.  Curwen  wiihed  to  know  whether  the  feamen  had  de- 
manded more  than  was  granted  to  them  by  the  AcJmiralty  f  If 
they  h^d  demanded  more  than  was  granted  to  them,  and  any 
difafFe£lion  remained  on  that  occaiion,  Miniflers  could  not 
have  been  too  expeditious  in  ratifying  all  that  had  been  (lipu- 
lated  they  fhould  obtain  ;  any  delay  in  this  cafe  certainly  de- 
ferved  the  cenfure  of  the  Houfe.  On  the  other  hand,  if  every 
thing  the  feamen  had  demanded  was  granted  to  them  by  the 
Admiralty,  he  was  ready  to  admit  that  his  Majefty's  Miniders 
might  fuppofe  that  there  was  no  r^afon  to  apprehend  that  new 
difcontents  would  arile,  in  cpnfequcnce  of  the  bufinefs  not 
having  been  laid  before  Parliament.  If  he  could  be  convinced 
the  latter  was  the  real  fituation  of  the  cafe,  he  (bould  think 
himfelf  bound  to  vote  againft  the  motion.*  ••.     . 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  he  did  not  believe  that 
any  anfwer  he  could  give  to  the  qucftions  put  by  the  honour- 
able Gentleman  would  enable  him  to  avail  himfelf  of  his  fup- 
port.  The  honourable  Gentleman  had  ilated,  that  if  his  Ma* 
jcfly'sMiniflers  had  reafon  to  think  the  Seamen  expected  more 
than  was  granted  to  them  by  the  Admiralty,  the  propofition 
for  fulfilling  the  promifes  which  had  been  made  to  them,  ihould 
have  been  more  fpeedily  fubmitted  to  Parliament.  After  what 
he  had  already  faid,  it  was  unneceflfary  for  him  to  enter  further 
fnto  the  difcuflion  of  the  (^ueftion,    He  could  however  ftate^ 
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that  there  was  at  one  time  more  demanded  by  the  Seamen* 
than  that  upon  the  granting  of  which  they  returned  to  their 
duty. 

Mr.  Curwen  faid  a  few  words  in  explanation. 

Lord  George  Cavendijh  faid,  When  the  meafures  of  Adnii* 
niftration  became  weak  or  wicked,  it  was  the  duty  of  that 
Houfe  to  inftitute  an  enquiry.  Nobody  could  have  more  re- 
fpe£t  than  he  for  the  noble  Lord  at  the  head  of  the  Admiraltyt 
and  he  believed  that  no  blame  attached  to  him  in  the  prefent 
inftance  ;  but  there  was  certainly  a  criminal  ncgled  ia  Mi- 
nifiers  not  fulfilling  the  iltpulations  which  had  been  made  by 
the  Board  of  Admiralty  at  Portfmouth.  It  had  been  fuggeded, 
that  the  prefent  difcuflion  ought  to  have  been  poftponcd.  He 
was  of  a  difForent  opinion.  The  Houfe  had  all  the  informa- 
tion neceffary  to  enable  them  to  decide  upon  the  queOion. 

Mr.  Ifhitbread  replied.  He  faid  an  honourable  Baronet, 
who  had  fpoken  early  in  the  debate,  deprecated  agitating  the 
queflron,  left  the  Houfe  might  come  to  decifion  under  wrong 
impreiCons,  a  circumftance  which  they  might  afterwards  have 
to  regret.  It  was  evident,  however,  that  every  information  on 
the  fubjfd  that  could  poffibly  be  obtained  was  now  before  the 
Houfe,  and  there  was  much  more  than  was  neceflary  to  prove 
that  a  vote  of  cenfure  ought  to  be  paffed  againft  his  Majefty's 
Minifters.  The  defence  fet  up  by  the  honourable  Gentleman 
he  underftood  to  be  this — **  The  mutiny  is  over;  the  combi- 
*'  nation  of  the  Seamen  does  not  exift  ;  and  therefore  no  cx- 
**  traordinary  expedition  is  neceffary  in  bringing'  the  bufmefs 
*' before  Parliament.'*  He  would  beg  leave,  however,  tore- 
mind  the  honourable  Gentleman  of  fome  ci  re  urn  flat  tees  which 
he  feemed  to  have  overlooked.  It  wa^  a  fadt  thit  throe  of  the 
V  (hips  at  Portfmouth  had  remained  all  along  in  a  ftate  of  muti- 
ny, and  when  the  reft  of  the  fleet  failed,  rtfufcd  to  raife  their 
anchors.  It  was  alfo  well  known  that  the  (hips  at-Plymoutli 
reniained  in  a  ftate  of  mutiny  after  the  Admiralty  had  granted 
the  demands  of  the  Seamen,  and  would  not  believe  an  official 
ftateipent  of  the  aflBiir  being  fettled,  until  they  fent  their  de- 
legates to  hold  a  conference  with  thofe  of  the  fleet  at  Portf- 
mouth, and  to  be  fatisfled  of  the  truth  of  the  account  by  a 
j>erfonal  conference  with  them.  This  furely  was  a  proof  that 
the  combination  was  not  diflblved.  It  ihewed,  that  there  was 
much  jealoufy  entertained  by  the  feamen  as  to  the  &icerity  of 
Govemmenty  a  circumftance  which  ought  to  have  excited  the 
vigilance  of  his  Majefty's  Minifters  and  make  them  haften  to 
prove  to  the  feamen  their  fufpicions  were  groundlefs.  If  dan- 
ger was  ^apprehended  from  Jacobin  emiflaries  influencing  the 

feamen, 


9$  WOODFALL'S  PARLIAMENTARY  RBPCMm.     |[C»Mif«iff^ 

feamcn^  that  'knger  was  not  fokly  confined  to  the  fliips  in  port | 
fuppofe  any  o<  rfiefc  cmiflJnt  s  iiaJ  got  on  board  any  of  the 
fleet,  and  after  it  had  failed,  hod  rcprelcnted  to  the  Seamen  that 
Parliament  did  not  iiittnd  to  fan<aion  what  the  Board  of  Ad- 
miralty had  ftipul  :Ued  to  them,  would  not  the  danger  to  the 
country  been  as  great  of  a  mutiny  at  fe;»  as  at  Spithead  ?  k 
would  therefore  ii<)ve  been  well  if  the  feamen  had  it  in  tiieir 
TOwertofay  to  fuch  emiflary,  that  his  (late men t  was  falfc—* 
The  orders  under  which  Admiral  Golpoys  had  aAed  were 
iflued  before  the  feamen  were  convinced  that  the  promifes 
made  to  them  were  to  be  fulfilled.  If  the  intelligence  of  this 
fecond  mutiny  were  to  reach  Admiral  Jcrvis's  fleet  before  the 
intelligence  of  a  reconciliation  having  taken  place,  the  event 
might  be  fatal  indeed  to  the  country.  That  Houfe  would 
ncgle&  their  duty,  if  they  did  not  come  to  a  vote  of  cenfure 
upon  his  Majefly's  MiniAers  for  the  neglefi  of  their*8.  It  had 
been  faid  that  he  had  been  indecifive  as  to  whom  he  meant  bis 
motion  againfl.  He  was  ready  to  declare  that  he  meant  it  to 
apply  to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  alone,  becaufe  be 
conceived  all  the  other  Miniflers  f  ubordinate  to  htm,  and  to  be 
completely  nnder  his  coutroul.     The  Houfe  then  divided. 

Jyts  (For  the  Motion)  .  —  63 

liois  (Againft  it)  —  237 

Majority  —  _- 
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HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Friday,  May  12. 

The  Duke  of  Bedford  faid,  that  he  had  the  preceding  dayin- 
formed  the  Houfe  it  was  not  his  intention  to  bring  forward  this 
day  the  fuhjeft  of  which  he  had  formerly  given  notice,  and  for 
which  their  Lorn  (hips  were  fummoned  this  day.  He  obfervcd 
at  that  time  that  he  did  not  wiih  to  difcharge  the  order  for  fum*  1 

moning  their  Lordihips  that  day  on  account  of  the  anxiety  of  the  1 

public  mind,  and  tlie  hope  he  entertained  that  fomething  might  I 

appear  to  relirvc  that  anxiety.  He  was  very  anxious  upon 
that  lubjedl,  and  therefore  he  came  down  every  day,  but  he 
had  not  the  good  fortune  to  fee  in  their  places  thofe  Minifters 
from  whom  he  could  exped  authentic  information  on  a  fub- 
jeA  of  the  great. ft  importance.  Circum(lanced  as  our  afiairs 
were  at  this  moment,  he  did  not  think  it  would  be  extremely 
tmproi)er  in  him,  and  he  would  go  fo  far  as  to  fay,  improper 
any  perfon  to  bring  forward  any  thing  upon  the  fubje&  to 
which  he  had  alluded|  fince  it  might  be  detrimental  to  the 

public 
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public  fervice.  That  was  a  fufficient  reafon  for  him  to  wave, 
Ibr  the  prefent,  the  objeAions  he  had  to  the  condu6k  of  his 
Majefty's  Mintfters.  Not  that  he  liad  abandoned  fuch  objec- 
tions ;  on  the  contrary,  he  ihould  perfift  in  them  at  the  firft 
period  that  ihould  appear  to  him  not  to  be  unfeafonable.  He 
was  bound  to  do  fo  in  his  own  vindication,  for  he  was  confider* 
ably  involved  in  the  queftion  by  the  language  that  was  ufed  by 
the  noble  Secretary  of  State  on  a  former  day.  He  fhould, 
however,  refrain  for  the  prcfent.  He  requeued  only  that  the 
Houfe  fhould  recolledi  when  he  ihould  bring  this  matter  for- 
ward, the  reafon  he  had  afligned  for  declining  it  now  ;  and  he 
hoped  he  ihould  not  then  be  told  ^*  the  thing  is  blown  over, 
and  confequently  it  is  unfit  to  difcufs  it." 

Lord  Grenv'tlle  faid,  there  could  be  no  pledge  entered  into  as 
to  what  arguments  ihould  be  urged  before  the  Houfe  at  any 
future  period.  The  Houfe  muil  judge  of  the  propriety  of  ar- 
guments when  they  were  fubmitted  to  them. 

The  Duke  oi  Btdford  then  faid,  that  the  fubjeft  which  he 
was  to  have  brought  forward  that  day  he  ihould  iubrait  to  their 
Lordihips  on  Monday.  He  then  moved,  That  the  Lords  be 
fammoned  for  Monday. — Ordered. 

Received  feveral  bills  from  the  Commons. — ^Adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Friday,  May  la. 

The  Middlefex  County  Rate  bill  was  read  a  third  time  and 
pafled. 

The  Eaft-India  Fencible  Regiment  bill  was  read  a  fecond 
time. 

Colonel  Gafcoyne  brought  up  the  report  of  the  bill  for  regu- 
lating the  Wages  of  Seamen  in  the  Weil-India  trade. 

The  Stamp  Duty  bill  on  Attornies'  Certificates  was  read  a 
third  time  and  paiTed. 

The  Chairman  of  the  Canterbury  EIe6lion  Committee  re- 
ported their  deciGon,  by  which  John  Baker  and  Samuel  Saw- 
bridge,  Efqrs.  are  declared  unduly  e]e£ted,  and  that  George 
Gipps,  Efq.  and  Sir  John  Honcywood,  ought  to  have  been 
returned. 

The  Clerk  of  the  Crown  amended  the  return  by  ftriking 
out  the  names  of  John  Baker  and  Samuel  Sawbrtdge,  and 
ibbilituting  thofe  of  George  Gipps  and  Sir  John  Honey  wood. 

The  report  of  the  Vagrant  bill  was  brought  up. 

A  converfation  arofe  upon  a  claufe  in  the  hill  for  allowing  a 
difcretionary  power  ta  Magi  1*  rates  in  certain  cafes  to  pafs  va- 

Vol.  III.  ir797.  O  yet 
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graots  without  puni(hing  them.    The  Houfe  divided  upon  the 
queftion  of  agreeing  to  me  claufe, 

-i^^J,  —  —  3^ 

Noci^  —  —  7 

Majority  25 

Mr.  jfUerman  Comie  gave  ndtice^  that  on  Friday  next,  in 
conformity  to  the  inftruSions  he  had  received  from  his  Con- 
(lituents,  he  (hould  move  an  Addrefe  to  his  Majefty  praying 
him  to  difmifs  from  his  prefence  and  councils  his  prefent  Mi- 
niAers. 

The  other  orders  of  the  day  being  difpofed  of,  the  Houfe 
adjourned  till  Monday. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

'  Monday,  May  15. 

The  Duke  of  Bedford  reminded  their  Lordflhips  that  they 
were  fummoned  on  this  day  to  take  under  confideration  the 
report  of  tlie  Secret  Committee  which  they  had  appointed  to 
enquire  into  the  caufes  that  produced  the  neceiTity  for  ifiu- 
ing  the  order  of  the  26th  of  February  laft,  prohibiting  the 
Bank  from  paying  their  notes  in  fpecie.  It  became  incumbent 
upon  their  Lordmips  to  take  that  Report  into  confideration, 
and  to  found  feme  refolutions  upon  it,  as  their  Committee 
had  not  drawn  any  conclufton  from  the  evidence  Which  was 
laid  before  them.  As  he  was  the  perfon  who  had  moved  for 
the  appointment  of  that  Committee,  he  confidered  it  as  a  duty 
which  devolved  upon  him  to  propofe  thefe  refolutions.  He 
lamented,  however,  that  the  ta(k  had  not  fallen  upon  fome 
other  perfon,  as  he  felt  it  to  be  both  difficult  and  painful ;  he 
/hould  have  felt  it  to  be  a  labour  of  no  inconfiderable  difficulty 
to  hive  called  the  attention  of  that  Houfe  to  a  fuhjeft  of  fo  ex- 
tenfi  .r  and  complicated  a  nature  as  that  of  the  finances  of  the 
country  ;  but  that  which  would  in  any  circumftances  have  been 
difficult,  was,  in  the  prefent  inftance,  rendered  painful,  by  the 
confideration  that  if  their  Lordihips  did  not  expiefs  a  decided 
difapprobation  on  the  condudl  which  Government  had  purfued 
in  the  bufinefs  whkh  was  to  be  the  fubjciSl  of  difcuffion,  they 
would  implicate  the  charaAer  of  that  Houfe,  and  implicate  the 
chiraflcr  of  the  nation.  After  calling  their  attention  to  the  matter 
ftated  in  the  Report,  he  (houldfubmit  certain  refolutions,  founded 
upon  the  evidence  which  it  contained,  which  he  hoped  would 
meet  with  the  concurrence^of  tlift  principal  part  of  that  Houfe. 

In 
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In  what  he  had  to  advance  he  (bould  have  occafion  frequently 
to  allude  perfonally  to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  He 
averred,  that  when  one  Member  of  any  Adminiftration  a£te(l 
in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  merit  the  cenfure  of  Parliament,  all  the 
Members  of  that  Adminiftration  ought  to  be  arraigned ;  but  ofi 
the  prefent  occafton  he  fhould  allude  perfonally  to  the  Chan* 
eel  lor  of  the  Exchequer  more  frequently  than  to  any  of  his 
colleagues,  bccaufe  his  name  occurred  often  upon  the  Report. 
But  thoi^gh  he  fhould  impute  blame  perfonally  to  him*  he  did 
not  confider  him  as  fingly  the  obje£t  of  cenfure ;  if  his  col* 
leagues  in  office  had' not  fandlioned  the  meafures  which  he 
propofed,  he  never  would  have  dared  to  carry  them  into  prac- 
tice. When  he  firft  read  the  order  of  Council,,  afcribing  the 
drain  of  ca(h  in  the  Bank,  which  rendered  it  neceffary  to  pro- 
hibit the  payment  of  their  notes  in  fpecie,  to  an  unfounded 
alarm  of  invafion,  he  much  doubted  the  truth  of  the  allegation. 
If  an  unexpeSed  run  upon  the  Bank  had  been  occafioned  t9 
that  extent  by  the  alarm  of  invafion,  it  appeared  ftrange  to  him 
that  that  run  had  not  taken  place  at  the  opening  of  the  SeiTioa 
of  Parliament,  when  the  danger  of  invafion  was  fo  ftrongly 
inculcated  upon  the  minds  of  the  people;  but  if  he  was  led  to 
doubt  of  the  truth  of  the  allegation  when  the  order  in  Council 
firft  appeared,  thefe  doubts  were  ftrengthened  and  confirmed 
when  he  found  that  the  Committee  appointed  i)y  ballot  to  en- 
quire into  the  caufes  which  produced  it,  was  compofed  not  only 
of  the  known  and  jealous  fupporters  of  Adminiftration,  but  of 
Members  of  that  very  Cabinet  upon  whofe  conduft  they  were 
appointed  to  decide.  When  he  found  this  mockery  of  enquiry 
carried  into  pra£lice  in  a  cafe  where,  if  the  meafure  which  was 
to  be  inveftigated  was  pronounced  to  have  been  injurious  and 
impolitic,  the  authors  of  it  would  have  been  inftantly  im- 
peached ;  and  when  he  recolledted  the  various  inftances  of  in- 
capacity and  duplicity  by  which  the  prefent  Adminiftration 
was  marked,  he  conceived  that  the  real  caufe  of  the  order  in 
Council  was  very  different  from  the  pretended  one.  Imprefled 
with  thefe  fentiments,  he  thought  it  his  duty  to  move  for  ano- 
ther Committee,  with  more  extended  powers  tlian  thotc  vvitti 
which  the  former  Committee  was  inverted.  This  his  Majefty's 
Minifters  did  not  think  proper  to  deny,  but  the  Committee 
was  cbmpofed,  as  before,  of  their  own  fupport^^s,  with  a  due 
proportion  of  the  Meml)crs  of  the  Cabinet.  He  fcarcely  fup- 
pofed  that  a  Committee  fo  formed  was  likely  to  bring  ro  light 
the  true  caufes  which  produced  the  neceffity  c»  i Suing  the 
order  in  Council.  But  on  this  point  he  was  fortuniitely  difap. 
polotedi  tlie  Committee  having  had  to  examine  men  of  the 

O  a  firft 
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firft  refpcfbbllity,  all  of  whom  coincided  in  fentiment,  and 
having  had  to  infpefl  written  documents  which  left  not  even 
a  fliadow  of  doubt  refpcdting  the  inferences  which  were  to  be 
drawn  from  them.  The  Minifters  anfwers  to  the  remon- 
firances  which  were  made  to  him  in  perfon  by  the  Dire£lors 
of  the  Bank  were  the  only  papers  to  the  auihenticy  of  which 
any  obje£tion  could  be  offered.  But  thefe  anfwers  were  taken 
in  fuch  a  way,  as  appeared  from  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Bofanquet, 
that  no  reafonable  doubt  could  be  entertained  that  they  came 
before  the  Committee  in  their  true  (hape.  In  page  29  of  the 
Report  they  found,  from  this  Gentleman*s  evidence,  that  the 
anfwers  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  E  xchequer  to  the  reprcfenta- 
tions  of  the  Dire&ors  of  the  Bank  were  delivered  verbally  to 
the  Governor  and  Depu^y  Governor,  who  reported  the  pur*- 
port  of  them  to  a  fubftquent  Court ;  and  that  fuch  Reports 
were  minuted  in  the  Bank  Book.  Upon  his  being  aikcd, 
whether  he  believed  that  fuch  minutes  contained  an  accurate 
fiatement  of  what  pafled  between  the  Governor  and  Deputy 
Governor  of  the  Bank,  and  the  Chancellor  of  the  Excheauer  ? 
he  anfwered,  he  had  no  doubt  but  they  did.  Unto  a  queftion, 
whether  the  purport  of  thefc  minutes  were  fettled  by  the  per- 
fons  deputed  to  attend  the  Chancellor  of  (he  Exchequer  I  he 
replied  in  the  affirmative.  He  did  not  feel  it  neceGary  to 
dwell  longer  upon  this  fubje<5l,  perfuaded  as  he  was  that  na 
doubt  could  reft  regarding  their  authenticity  upon  the  mind  of 
any  man  who  was  not  difpofed  to  cavil  in  defiance  of  all  pro- 
bability. He  had  faid  that  he  was  difpofed  to  doubt  the  truth 
of  the  matter  contained  in  the  order  of  Council  from  the  be- 
ginning. Thefe  doubts  were  much  confirmed  by  the  invcfti- 
gation  of  the  Committee.  And  here  he  referred  to  the  evi- 
dence of  Mr.  Giles  (page  50  of  the  Report),  in  which  it  is 
fiated  that  he  had  made  frequent  reprefentations,  in  the  capa- 
city of  Governor  of  the  Bank,  to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, all  of  which  tended  to  pcrfuade  him  of  the  danger  to 
the  Bank  from  the  diminution  of  its  fpecie,  in  confequence  of 
its  advances  to  Government.  He  next  adverted  to  the  evi- 
dence of  Mr.  Raikes  (page  56  in  the  Report),  in  which  he 
ftates  that  he  has  had  conferences  with  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Excehequcr,  as  Deputy  Governor  of  the  Bank^  in  which  re- 
prefentations were  made  to  him  on  the  fubje£l  of  foreign  loans 
or  remittances,  aM  on  the  danger  of  continuing  the  advances 
made  by  the  Bank  to  Government,  and  the  times  at  which 
thefe  reprefen^iions  were  made  he  particularly  mentions.  Mr. 
Bofanquet  (in  page  34  of  the  Report)  flates,  that  if  the  ad- 
vances of  tlie  Bank  to  Government  had  been  paid  off,  or  great- 
ly 
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I7  dftininiihed,  it  would  have  enabled  the  Bank  to  regulate,  at 
their  dilcretion,  the  amount  of  their  notes  in  circulation,  and 
they  would  have  diminiihed  m  fome  degree  the  neceffity  for. 
ifiuing  the  order  of  Council ;  he  concluded  from  the  anfwers 
of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  tliat  no  doubt  could  be 
entertained  that  he  was  fuUy  aware  of  the  apprehenfions  of  tbo* 
Bank  Diredors,  arifing  from  the  frequent  advances  which  were 
made  to  -Government,  and  that  by  perfifting  in  the  fame  line  of 
conduct,  contrary  to  their  remonftranccs,  he  ru(hed  into  the^ 
danger  which  they  forefaw,  and  againft  which  he  was  warned* 
— He  next  called    the  attention  of  their   Lordfliips  to*  a 
paper  annexed  to  the  report,  entitled  a  Summary  of  the 
Chief  Points  which  had  occurred  to  the  Committee  in  the 
courfe  of  their  enquiry.     How  this  paper  came  to  be  called 
a  Summary  he  knew  not,  for  no  one  who  read  it,  after  pe- 
rufmg  the  report,  could  confider  it  as  conveying  the  fubftance 
of  that  report.     To  fay  that  he  difagreed  with  many  parts 
of  this  paper,  was  a  feeble  term  to  exprefs  the  difapprobatioa 
which  he  felt  at  it.     It  abounded  in  grofs  mifreprefenta-' 
tions  of  the  truth,  in   ihameful  attempts  to  conceal  what 
ought  to  be  known  to  the  Houfe,  and  in   allertions  which 
were  not  warranted  by  h&.     By  the  ilighteft  attention  to 
the  paper  to  which  he  alluded  he  was  convinced  that  their 
Lordfhips   would  agree  with  him  in  thefe  pofitions.     It 
began  with  dating  the  amount  of  circulation  in  the  kingdom  ; 
this  opened  a  wide  field,  and  whether  it  was  neceflary   for 
the  Committee  to  enter  into  it  he  could  not  pretend  to  fay  ; 
but  if  an  account  was  to  be  given  of  the  circulation,  it  Ihould 
have  been  given  accurately,  and  dated  as  it  came  out  in  evi* 
dence.     As   it  was  contended,  however,  in  this  paper,  that 
the  difficulties  of  the  Bank  were  owing  in  fome  degree  to  a 
fcarcity  of  circulating   medium,  it  was  not  furprifmg  that 
they  endeavoured  to  keep  part  of  the  means  of  circulation 
in  the  back  ground.     Hence  it  was  denied  that  bills  of  ex* 
change  were  applicable  to  the  purpofes  of  circulation.  **  In- 
land bills  of  Exchange  (fay  the   authors  of  this  paper)  are 
thought  by  many  to  be  a  part  of  th^  circulation  of  the  king- 
dom.    They  are  not  ftriftly  fo  in  the  fame  fenfe,  as  the  two 
forts  of  paper  before   mentioned,  namely  notes  of  the  Bank 
of  England,  and  bills  of  country  Bankers."     That  bills  of 
Exchange  could   not  anfwer  all   the  purpofes  of  cafh  was 
pretty  notorious,  but  he  referred  to  Mr.  Thornton's  evidence 
upon  the  fubjeft  (in  page  71    of  the  Report)  where  he  ftates 
his  opinion  to  the  following  eflfedt  :<u-.In  calling  bills  of  Ex- 
change 


W0ODFALL*S  PARLIAMENTARY  REPORJS.  fLoiM/ 
change  a  means  of  circulation^  I  do  not  confider  them  as 
equally  Co  with  the  other  two  articles  I  have  mentioned, 
(coins  and  notes  payable  on  demand),  fmce  they  oftendbly 
ferve  the  purpofe  of  afcertaining  debts  between  buyer  and 
feller,  and  of  pledging 't|ie  accepter  to  a  pundual  payment^ 
and  are  often  created  chiefly  with  that  view  and  are  ufcd  but 
fparingiy,  and  occafionally  as  a  means  of  circulation.  I 
conceive  that  the  number  of  Bills  of  Exchange,  which  may 
happen  at  any  time  to  exift,  bears  no  neceflary  proportion 
to  the  magnitude  of  the  exifting  trade,  although  I  conceive 
that  the  ufe  of  them  in  payment  does  bear  a  pretty  re* 
gular  proportion  to  the  quantity  df  commerce.  For  in- 
ftance,  at  Liverpool  and  Manchefter,  all  payments  are  made 
either  in  coin  orbilb  of  Exchange."  Now,  when  he  confi- 
dered  that  bills  of  Exchange  were  the  chief  means  of  circula- 
tion in  thefe  two  great  manufaduring  towns,  and  that  they 
bore  a  regular  proportion  to  the  quantity  of  commerce,  he 
could  hardly  agree  with  the  opinion  advanced  in  the  paper 
annexed  to  the  report,  that  they  were  not  a  part  of  the  cir- 
culation of  the  kingdom  ftridly  fo  underftood.  A  difcuflion 
of  this  queftion  would  lead  him  into  too  wide  a  field, 
particularly  upon  the  prefent  occafion,  when  he  wifbed 
to  draw  the  attention  of  their  Lordfliips  rather  to  fads 
than  to  fpeculative  opinions.  Among  the  various  caufes 
which  had  produced  the  fcarcity  of  cafli  in  the  Bank,  which 
he  thought  was  fcarcely  worth  t^  attention  of  that  Houfc, 
and  which  he  fliould  not  have  fil^ofed  that  the  Committee 
could  have  gravely  dated,  namely,  the  diminifhed  number  of 
bills  of  inclofure  fince  the  war,  there  was  a  paper  bound  up 
in  the  Report,  giving  a  comparative  ftatement  of  the  number 
of  Bills  of  inclofure  before  and  fince  the  commencement  of 
the  war,  from  which  it  appears  that  they  have  increafed  very 
confiderably  in  number  fince  the  war  began.  They  would 
find,,  however,  that  the  fame  thing  happened  during  the 
American  war  in  pretty  nearly  the  fame  proportion,  the  only 
inference,  therefore,  that  could  be  drawn  was,  that  it  was 
one  of  theconfcquences  of  the  war,  which  the  Committee 
would  have  feen,  had  they  called  for  the  account  for  the  laft 
twenty  inftead  of  the  laft  nine  years. 

He  came  now  to  a  fubjeS  of  a  much  more  ferious  nature. 
He  had  faid  before,  that  things  were  dated  as  fafts  in  this 
paper,  which  were  not  warranted  by  the  evidence  given  be- 
tore  the  Committee,  and  contained  in  the  Report.  How  to 
account  for  the  grofs  mif-ftatement  which  be  was  about  to 

mention. 
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mention^  he  was  utterly  at  a  lofs.  In  page  252,  they  found 
diat  all  the  remittances  made  for  the  fervices  of  the  war  in 
the  Weft  indies,  on  the  Continent  of  Europe,  in  the  ifland 
of  Corfica,  and  other  diftant  parts  of  the  world,  amounted 
during  the  four  laft  years  to  339510,779!  that  the  Turns  tx^ 
pended  on  the  European  Continent,  diflinguiibed  fromthofe 
expended  in  other  parts  of  the  world,  during  the  faid  four 
years,  including  the  Imperial  loan,  and  the  advances  made 
to  the  Emperor,  amounted  to  14,988,4221. ;  and,  laftly^ 
that  the  fums  paid  for  all  forts  of  military  fervices  on  the 
Continent,  during  the  war  ending  in  1763,  amounted  to 
20,626,9971.  He  had  to  remark  in  the  firft  place,  upon 
this  ftatcment,  and  if  the  authors  of  the  Report  meant  to 
compare  the  expences  of  the  prefent  war  upon  the  Con^ 
tinent  with  thofe  of  the  war  ending  in  1763,  the  number  of 
years  ought  to  have  been  marked,  and  then  their  Lonlfhips 
would  have  found  that  there  had  been  expended  in  the  focfr 
years  of  the  prefent  war  almoft  as  much  as  had  been  ex« 
pended  in  eight  years  of  the  former  war  ;  for  it  is  to  be  re»- 
colleded  that  there  is  one  million  to  be  deduftcd  from  the 
ao,ooo,ocol.  of  expence  incurred  in  the  war  of  1763,  for 
the  winding  up  of  the  accounts  which  ftill  remain  as  a  charge  ^ 
to  be  defrayed  at  the  conclufion  of  the  prefent  war.  Thil 
was  not  all :  he  begged  their  Lordftiips  particularly  to  re- 
mark that  in  the  account  of  our  Continental  expences  dur- 
ing the  prefent  war,  the  fums  advanced  to  the  Emperor  arc 
faid  to  be  included.  It  fo  happened,  however,  that  the  ac- 
count was  accurate  only  bv  leaving  out  the  words  "  including 
the  imperial  loan  and  tW^dvances  made  to  the  Emperor." 
Thefe  fums  appeared  in  the  title,  but  were  excluded  from 
the  body  of  the  account,  fo  that  in  faft  there  was  an  error 
in  the  total  fum  of  5,5:  o,oool.  For  an  error  fo  palpable 
andgrofs  he  knew  not  how  to  account.  If  It  was  com- 
mitted for  the  purpofe  of  deceiving  their  Lordlhips,  and  de- 
luding the  country,  he  (hould  feel  the  ftrofigeft  indignation 
at  thofe  who  had  been  the  authors  of  an  infult  fo  unpardona- 
ble to  the  good  fenfip  of  that  Houfe  and  of  the  nation.  If, 
on  the  other  hand>  the  account  v/as  made  out  according  to 
the  beft  ability  of  thofe  by  vvhom  it  had  been  .'prepared, 
what  was  he  to  think  of  the  wretched  incapacity  of  thofe 
who,  prefiding  over  the  affairs  of  a  mighty  empjre,  had  not 
the  ability  to  make  out  a  plain  account  r  He  left  it  to  their 
Lordihips  to  decide  whether  the  error  originated  in  intention 
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br  in  ignorance ;  bot  to  one  or  other  of*  thefe  caufes  it  rouft  be 
imputed. 

The  next  point  to  which  he  called  the  attention  of  the 
Houfe,  was  the  ftate  of  our  Exports  and  Imports,  upon  which 
^great  (Irefs  had  been  laid  by  the  Committee.  He  reminded 
their  Lordfhips,  that  in  the  laft  years  of  the  American  War, 
the  excefs  of  the  Exports  above  the  Imports  of  the  country  were 
averaged  at  6,ooo,ocol.  As  this  excefs  was  a  natural  conco- 
.mi tan t  on  war,  he  cautioned  the  Houfe  bow  they  acceded  to 
the  inference  that  was  drawn  from  it.  Upon  this  part  of  what 
is  called  the  Summary  of  the  Report,  hehad  another  obferva- 
tjon  to  make  not  very  favourable  to  the  ingenuoufnefs  of  thofe 
by  whom  it  had  been  drawn  up.  But  having  found  out  an 
xrror  fo  grofs  in  a  former  (latement,  he  might,  perhaps,  be  led 
by  this  detedion  to  impute  to  them  an  intention  to  deceive 
.where  there  was  none.  He  found  that  the  additional  expence 
6f  naval  (lores,  which  certainly  was  confiderably  increafed  in 
time  of  war,  is  dated  as  having  rendered  the  balance  of  com- 
merce lefs  favourable  to  the  country.  But  it  ought  to  have  been 
jnentioned  on  the  other  fide  of  the  account*  that  this  very  cir- 
cumftance  increafed  the  excefs  of  our  exports  over  our  imports. 
The  (hock  which  public  credit  had  fuilained  on  the  prefent 
^X)Ccafion  was  compared  to  the  flate  of  the  country  in  1783, 
when  a  fimilar  fhock  was  felt,  occafioned  by  the  extenfion  of 
commerce,  immediately  upon  the  return  of  peace.  But  he 
'  would  aik,  whether  the  country  was  in  the  fame  circumfiances 
now,  that  it  was  then,  and  whether  a  calamity  befalling  us  in 
time  of  war,  could  be  afcribed  to  the  fame  caufe  with  a  diffi- 
culty fpringing  from  the  conclufion  of  a  peace  ?  Befides  mif- 
reprefentation  and  perverfion  of  fafts,  he  had  afferted,  that  in 
a  paper  annexed  to  the  Report,  there  was  concealment  of  ma- 
terial parts  of  the  evidence,  and  here  he  begged  to  put  one 
limple  queftion  to  their  Lord  (hips.  If  they  had  defired  their 
Committee  to  lay  before  them  a  fummary  of  the  evidence,  as 
it  occurred  in  the  courfe  of  their  enquiry  ?  Perhaps  in  (Irift- 
nefs  they  might  have  expeSed  a  fummary  of  every  part  of  that 
evidence  ;  but,  if  they  cxcufed  the  omiffion  of  any  part,  would 
it  be  the  mod  material  and  important?  In  the  Summary, 
however,  now  before  them,  he  was  furprifed  to  find  the  roofb 
matferial  parts  of  the  evidence  entirely  omitted,  namely,  tlic 
correfpondence  which  took  place  between  the  Chancellor  of 
tlie  Exchequer  and  the  Direftion  of  the  Bank  upon  the  danger 
which  would  refult  from  his  perfevering  in  making  remittances 
to  foreign  powers,  and  their  continuing  to  make  advances  to 
Government.     To  the  evidence  upon  this  fubje<St  the  authors 
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of  the  Summary  merely  refer,  withoat  aitterapting  to  give  the 
fubftance  of  it.  It  would  have  been  difficult  indeed  to  have 
eiven  a  fummary  of  thefe  conferences  and  this  correfpondence ; 
&*,  faid  the  Duke,  it  is  impoflible  to  expunge  one  fentence 
they  conuin  without  expunging  a  charge  a^ind  the  Minider. 
It  was  to  this  part  of  the  Report,  however,  to  which  he  begged 
leave  to  call  the  particular  attention  of  the  Houfe,  as  it  was 
upon  this  branch  of  it  that  he  meant  to  found  his  refolutiont. 
Ill  the  Summary  of  the  Report,  Mr.  Ellifon  is  reprefcnted  MS 
afcrihing  the  Aoppage  of  the  Newcaftle  Banks  to  a  loial  alaroiy 
fimilar,  ss  dated  by  that  GcntJcmm,  to  thai  in  1793.  Now, 
it  was  to  be  obferved,  that  Mr.  Kllifon,  on  his  evidence  (at 
appears  in  page  88  of  the  Reftori)  reprefentcd  the  alarm  of 
1793  ^^  originating  in  the  ftoppagc  of  the  banks,  or  that  if  the 
prefent  alarm  wa$  fimilar  to  that  of  1793*  it  was  the  cfft6X  and 
not  the  caufe  of  the  (hock  that  public  credit  had  fuflaimed.  la 
his  Grace's  opinion,  that  ^fliock  had  been  produced,  not  by 
alarms,  but  by  a  combination  of  different  caufes,  many  dF 
which  had  ejcifted  for  fome  time  back.  Upon  this  part  of  the 
fubje<5^  he  regretted  that  fome  papers,  containing  ftatements  of 
the  quantity  of  cafh  in  the  Bank  at  different  periods,  which 
were  laid  before  the  Committte,  bad  not  been  pabli/hed  in 
their  Report.  Upon  the  quef^ion  of  tlie  propriety  of  publifh- 
ing  them  after  what  had  happened,  he  was  clearly  of  opinion, 
that  the  greater  publicity  there  wa^  given  to  the  affairs  of  the 
Bank  the  better,  for  wherever  there  was  concealment  there 
would  be  fufpicion*  In  the  prefect  circumflances  he  regretted 
not  having  thefe  papers,  the  more  becaufe  he  could  have  fliewti 
from  them  the  ftatements  contained  in  the  Reports  to  have 
been  falfe.  In  the  Report  the  caih  of  the  Bank  was  laid  to 
have  been  higher  in  June  than,  in  March,  and  the  greateft 
drain  was  reprefented  to  have  taken  place  in  March  and  June* 
But  if  thefe  papers  had  been  before  the  Hotii'e,  he  would  have 
bad  no  difficulty  in  (hewing  them  tliat  a  very  ferious  drain 
cocnmenced  as  early  as  June,  1795;  thouj>h  the  Committee 
did  not  flate  it  as  commencing  t:ii  StpCcinlKr,  in  that  year. 
How  they  made  out  their  (iaietpent,  h«?  knew  not.  His  Grace 
next  adverted  to  the  evidence  cf  Mr.  Thornton  and  Mr.  Boyd. 
He  had  nothing  tof.tv  agaiall  the  credit  of  thefe  GtJmlrmcn, 
bat  without  calling  in  qucftiun  their  vcuci^y*  lie  might  be  per*, 
mitted  to  doubt  the  truth  of  their  fpeculaiivc  opinions ;  the 
more  fo,  as  he  found  that  they  doubted  the  truth  of  them 
thcmfelves.  He  found  Mr.  Boyd  dealing  in  opinions,  which 
certainly  were  not  new,  which  were  much  in  vogue  in  France 
•t  the  beginning  of  the  Revoluticn,  and  which  at  that  time 
Vol.  III.  1797.  P  were 
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were  reprobated  by  the  King's  Minifters  as  leading  to  inevit- 
able ruin.  The  fubftance  of  Mr.  Boyd's,  and  Mr.  Thornton's 
opinions  were,  that  the  difficulties  wl\ich  the  commercial  world 
liad  experienced,  and  the  fhock  which  public  credit  had  fuf- 
tained,  arofe  from  the  Bank  not  extending  their  difcounts.  To 
the  theories  of  thcfe  Gentlemen  he  oppofed  the  fentiments  of 
Mr.  Adam  Smith.  Here  he  again,  however,  had  to  complain 
of  the  authors  of  the  Report  for  endeavouring  to  miflead.  One 
would  naturally  conclude  from  the  Report,  that  the  fafts  it 
contained,  related  to  the  ftate  of  the  country  at  the  time  the 
Order  of  Council  was  iffued ;  it  was  naturally  to  be  expeded, 
and  there  was  nothing  upon  the  face  of  the  Report  to  excite  a 
fufpicion  that  it  was  otherways.  He  thought  it  his  duty  to 
ftate,  however,  that  the  fadls  there  lecorded,  related  not  to  the 
time  at  which  the  Order  of  Council  was  iffued  ;  but  to  the 
period  at  which  the  witneffes  were  examined.  The  reduc- 
tion of  the  paper  in  circulation  amounted  to  only  one  eighth 
from  the  quantity  afloat  in  1795.  But,  even  fuppofing  that 
the  decrease  had  been  greater,  he  could  not  perceive  how  a  de- 
creafe  of  Notes  could  produce  a  decreafe  of  caih,  though  he 
could  eafily  perceive  that  a  decreafe  of  cafti  might  produce  a 
decreafe  of  Notes.  Mr,  Thornton  faid,  that  it  was  the  fame 
thins:  to  the  mercantile  world  whether  advances  were  made  by 
the  Bank  to  the  Merchants  or  to  Government ;  and  that  it 
was  only  from  a  fuperficial  view  of  things  that  the  Merchants 
forn'ied  a  different  conclufion.  His  Grace,  for  one,  was  wil- 
ling to  partake  in  the  Error  of  the  Merchants ;  for  if  he  want- 
ed money  to  carry  on  his  trade,  he  conceived  it  would  be  very 
little  comfort  to  him  to  be  told  that  the  Bank  were  about  to 
lend  a  million  to  Government.  He  found  alfo  that  thcfe  Gen- 
tlemen contradid^ed  their  own  opinion  m  what  they  afterwards 
advanced,  refpefting  the  unwillingnefs  of  private  Bankers  to 
difcount  the  bills  of  individuals  when  money  was  at  a  high 
rate  of  intereft.  He  found  alfo,  that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, if  ever  he  had  been  a  convert  to  their  opinion,  had 
now  abandoned  it,  fmce  he  was  for  repaying  the  Bank  the  ad- 
vances which  they  had  made  to  Government,  with  a  view,  no 
doubt,  to  relieve  from  its  prefent  aifficulties.  This  meafure 
was  an  acknowledgment  that  the  repayment  of  thefe  advances 
at  an  earlier  period  would  have  averted  the  calamities  which 
have  recently  befallen  it ;  for  it  was  not  to  be  fuppofed  that 
any  meafure  could  retrieve  it  when  ruined,  which  would  not 
have  faved  it  from  ruin,  if  adopted  in  time. 

The   Duke   next  adverted   to   a    paffage  in    the    Report, 
in  which  he  faid  an  infinuation,  founded  upon  die  fpeculative 
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q>inions  of  Mr.  Boyd  and  Mr.  Thornton,  had  been  hafely  at^ 
tempted  to  be  thrown  upon  the  conduct  of  the  Bank  Directors ; 
an  infinuation  which  he  did  not  believe  to  have  been  in  the 
rough  fketch  of  the  Report,  but  which  had  crept  into  it  in  m 
more  pohfhed  form.  Having  repelled  this  foul  iiifinuation,  he 
called  the  attention  of  their  Lordihips  to  a  paper  drawn  up  by 
Mr.  Winthrop,  a  Bank  Dire<Slor,  containing  much  found 
fenfe,  and  upon  which  it  was  certainly  infinitely  more  credi- 
table to  adl  than  the  airy  theory  of  ifluing  notes  to  an  indefinite 
extent,  which  would  have  been  produ£kive  of  tenfold  greater 
evils  than  thofe  which  before  exifted.  The  only  other  part  of 
the  Report  which  remained  for  him  to  notice,  was  that  to- 
ward the  conclufion,  rcfpecling  alarm  ;  fo  convinced  were  the 
Committee  that  the  neceflity  which  produced  the  order  of 
Council  had  nothing  to  do  with  alarm  as  its  caufe,  that  they 
never  mention  it  to  the  conclufion  of  the  Report.  Indeed  ic 
would  not  have  been  perfectly  confonant  with  the  theory  which. 
runs  through  that  Report,  to  have  afcribed  the  evil  to  alarm  as 
its  caufe,  fer  however  much  an  ill  grounded  alarm  might  tend 
to  remove  cafhfrom  circulation,  it  could  not  narrow  the  circular 
of  Bank  notes,  which  the  theories  4,efcribed  as  the  only  evil  in 
tion  existence.  The  Duke  then  proceeded  to  (late  the  fub- 
fiance  of  refolutions  which  he  meant  to  propofe,  founded  upon 
the  correfpondence  which  had  taken  place  between  the  Bank 
DircSors  and  the  Qiancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  the  tendency 
of  which,  on  the  part  of  the  Bank,  was  to  procure  re-payment 
of  the  advances  made  by  them  to  Government,  and  the  danger 
which  might  refult  to  the  Bank  from  Government  perfifting 
in  its  demand  for  new  advances,  with  difcharging  any  part  of' 
its  paft  arrears ;  and  on  the  part  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer to  procure  new  advances  from  the  Bank,  by  holding 
out  to  them  promifes  of  repayment  which  were  no  fooner  made 
than  violated.  His  Grac^  then  went  through  the  different 
parts  of  this  correfpondence,  commenting  upon  the  refolutions 
of  the  Bank  Dire<Sors,  and  the  anfwers  made  to  them.hy  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  He  particularly  adverted  to  thp 
rcfolution  of  the  Court  of  Diredlors  of  the  nth  of  February, 
1796,  and  Mr.  Pitt's  anfwer  to  it  of  that  date,  in  which  he 
pofitively  promifes  neither  to  make  any  further  loan  or  advance 
to  the  Emperor,  without  previoufly  confuking  the  Bank,  while, 
at  that  verv  moment,  he  was  fending  money  abroad  for  the 
fervice  of  his  Imperial  Majefty  without  the  authority  vf  Par- 
Jiament.  On  the  30th  ot  July  a  refolution  was  pnff.nl  i)y  the 
Court  of  Dirediors,  reminding  the  Chancellor  ot  the  Exche- 
quer of  his  former  and  repeated  promile  to  reduce  their  ad- 
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Tances  as  fpeedlly  as  poflible,  and  determinrng  for  the  fut^ire  to 
refufe  payment  of  allTreafury  bills  bcyond'the  funi  of  500,000!. 
tfiough  thai  was  about  the  rime  fixed  for  the  mcctiing  of  Parlia- 
hicnt,  the  Minifter  perfiftcd  in  conceaHng  from  the  public  the 
real  ftatcof  their  finances.  And  when  Parliament  was  con- 
vened} inilead  of  plainly  communicating  to  the  Lcgiflature*  the 
pecuniary  embarraflinents  of  the  country,  he  put  into  the 
inouth  of  his  IVfajefty  an  expreflion  of  fatisfadion  that  the  tem- 
porary emharraffments  which  had  been  fck  were  no  longer  in 
exifVence,  and  that  the  extent  and  folidity  of  the  refources  of 
the  nation  had  triumphed  over  all  the  difficulties  to  which,  for 
at  period,  they  had  l>ccn  fubjcdted.  It  was  curious  alfo  to  re- 
mark the  excufes  which  were  made  by  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  for  tjie  violation  of  his  engagement;  he  firft  forgets 
his  promife,  then  thofc  under  him  do  not  obey  his  orders ;  a 
third  time  he  is  obliged  to  go  to  Cajnbridge,  and  laft  of  all  the 
Bank  gave  him  too  fhort  notice.  With  refpeft  to  the  conduft 
of  the  Bank  EHreAors,  his  Grace  thought  them  culpable  in 
not  coming  to.  Parliament,  and  laying  before  the  LegiAature 
ific  means  which  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  took  to 
procute  money  from  them.  They  had  done  e^ery  thing,  how- 
evtVj  which,  according  to  their  conceptions,  -they  could  do 
whh  propriety. 

The  Duke  of  Bedford  concluded  with  an  eloquent  appeal  to 
their  Lordfhips.  It  remained*  he  faid,  fer  them  to  decide, 
whetHe^  they  ftould  pafs  a  cenfufe  upon  the  unprincipled  and 
corrupt  conduft  of  Minifters,  or  whether  they  fhould  attempt, 
and  a  vain  and  frivolous  attempt  he  afTured  them  it  would  be, 
to  fcreen  them  from  die  jufl  condemnation  which  awaited 
them.  If  they  did  not  (hew  that  a  weak  and  incapable  Admi- 
niftration,  who  after  violat'mg  every  principle  of  re<Situde,  and 
outraging  the  rights  of  the  people,  could  not  efcape  the  juft  pu- 
^mfhment  of  their  crimes,  by  holding  out  the  rewards  of  cor- 
ruption as  a  bribe  for  the  purchafc  of  indemnity,  they  would  be 
-participating  in  their  guilt,  and  would  eventually  fhare  in  their 
difgrace.  if  tlicy  paUed  a  vote  of  cenfurc  upon  the  ruinous 
and  deftruftive  plans  which  they  had  been  purfuing,  the  fup- 
port  which  they  had  hitherto  given  them  might  he  imputed  to 
«rror ;  but  if  they  perfifted  in  lending  fupport  in  defiance  of  the 
piaineft  proofs  of  criminality,  the  plea  of  error  would  no  longer 
'  ferve  them,  nor  could  it  be  recurred  to  as  a  plea  of  defence.  He 
called  uponjthem  to  fliew  the  country  and  the  world  whether 
they  hadonefparkof  Britifhfpiritintheirbofoms;  whether  they 
were  virttious  enough  to  acknowledge  their  faults,  and  brave 
enough  tofltakeofFtne  fetters  of  corruption.  He  invoked  them 
to  fhew  that  they  had  their  children  and  their  pofterity  in 

their 
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their  coiKempiation,  and  that  they  were  not  regardlefs  of 
very  thing  heyond  the  pafling  hour.  He  was  aware  that 
he  might  be  accufed  of  overfteppino;  die-  bounds  of  mode* 
ration  ;  but  when  he  rcflefted  on  the  charader  of  the  pre- 
fent  Adminiflration,  thofe  defpoilers  of  our  fortunes!  thofe 
opprcflbrs  of  the  poor!  thofe  plundererv  of  the  rich !--— when 
he  faw  feme  of  the  greateft  and  moft  powerful  individuais 
in  the  kingdom  become  the  defpicable  agents  of  veneral  paN  - 
tifans  of  a  corrupt  and  defperate  Adion,  he  couM  not  boaft 
cold  *  blooded  patience,  be  had  no  claim  to  apathy.  If 
they  thought  that  they  could  not  reftrain  public  opimon  by 
chains  and  fetters^  they  were  mifenibiy  niiftaken.  They  might 
attempt  10  ftop  the  current  of  the  tide,  but  be  warned  them 
that  a  hoifterous  wind  might  arife  which  would  drive  it  beyond 
its  banks  and  deluge  all  around.  They  were  caliol  upon  by 
the  imperious  voice  of  awful  and  tbi«alening  events  to  rou^ 
from  their  fupinenefs,  lo  awake  fram  libeir  torpid  Aateiof  k^ 
tfaargy.  He  was  fatisfied  there  was  none  in  that  Hoitfe  wh0 
diftrufied  the  loyalty  of  tbe  peo{»le  of  this  country,  but  he  re- 
minded them  that  £ngli(hmen  were  bom  to  be  me  and  muft 
be  free.  If  the  Government  therefore  wi(hed  to  pFeferve  its 
authority,  'it  muft  be  by  reigning  not  over  the  will  but  in  the 
hearts  of  the  nation.  His  Grace  after  continuing  this  peroration 
with  great  warmth  and  afperiiy  for  fome  more  pointed  periods^ 
fat  down,  having  moved  the  firft  of  the  folbwiag  reiblutions: 

1.  That  ic  appears  to  thii  HpuTe  rhai  fttbTcqncnt  to  the  moatk  of  June,  1795, 
ui4  daring  the  year  1796,  a  great  dimiinhioa  ww  tspcrVedcedJn  the  fpecie  of  ti«e 
Bank  of  England. 

2.  That  the  Governor  and  deputy  Govtmor  of  the  Bank,  did  at  Tarioot  tiott 
jvpiefcnt  to  the  Chanee]k>r  of  th«  Enchequer,  the  danger  to  the  Bank  frooi  the 
dioHoiitiM  0^  k»  fpecie,  piinktilftrly  at  thcfollowirig  periods  i 

lich,  Dec.   1794. 

toch,  00.  Ditto. 

t3d,  Da    Ditto.  t 

s8tb»  Kov.  Ditto. 


3a, 

Dec.  Dittob 

]5th»and  16th, 

Jan.   179^. 

ftSch, 

Do.    Do. 

5th,aQdSth« 
iitk. 

Feb«  Do. 
Do.  *Do. 

9(Ji,  10th,  2 id, 

Feb.   1797. 

|.  It  appd^t  thai  during  thefe  periods  the  Diredors  of  the  Bank  frequently  re- 
flBonftrat«i  with  the  Chancollor  of  tbs  E^cheq^r,  on  the  magnitude  of  their  a^ 
vaoces  10  GovernmentiaDxioufly  requiring  paynocnt,  or  a  oonfidorab^  miu^on 
"•f  tfaeiune;  but,  that  aeverUKlcfs,  the  Chaocellor  of  the  Exchequer,  not  only 
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seglefled  to  comply  with  the  obje^  o(.  thofe  renonftrances^  but  ufually  under  pre- 
tence Of  the  neceflity  of  the  public  ferv  ice,  renewed  his  demands  for  further  aid  ^ 
and  that  under  the  exigency  of  the  cafe,  as  dated  to  them  by  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Eichequer,  the  Directors  of  the  Bank  were  from  time  to  time  induced  to  coa- 
leot  to  further  accommodation. 

4.  Thit  it  appears  that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  frequently  folicited  fuch 
Amher  accommodation^  in  the  moft  anxious  and  prefling  term^ ;  declaring,  that 
it  was  impoflible  to  avoid  the  moft  ferious  embarra0ment  to  the  public  fcrviccy 
imlefs  the  Dire^ors  of  the  Bank  afforded  the  aiHftance  he  required. 

5.  That  it  appears,  thai  although  by  thefe  means  the  Diredors  of  the  Ba»k 
were  induced  to  comply  with  his  demands,  they  generally  expreifed  their  reluct- 
ance in  ftrong  language;  and  that  (hey  at  laft,  that  is  to  fay,  on  the  28th  of  Jo)y» 
1796,  thought  it  neccflary  for  their  own  jttftification»  to  requeft  the  Chancellor  of 
of  the  Exchequer  to  lay  before  his  Majefty^s  Cabinet  their  moft  feriou;  and  folemii 
remonftrance  ;  in  which  they  declare  that^  **  fenHble  of  the  alarming  and  danger- 
ous ibte  of  public  credit,  nothing  could  induce  them  to  comply  with  the  demand 
then  made  upon  them^  but  the  dread  that  their  refufal  might  be  produ£live  of  a 
greater  evil." 

6.  That  it  appears,  that  during  the  above  period,  a  confidersble  portion  of  the 
Bank  advances  was  occafioned  by  payments  of  Bills  of  Exchange  drawn  on  the 
treafury  from  abroad. 

7.  That  it  appears  that  it  had  fcHom  been  the  cuftom  of  the  Bank  of  England 
to  advance  on  the  account  of  fuch  bills,  more  than  from  20|000l.  to  30,0CX}1.  and 
that  even  during  the  American  war  fuch  bills  never  exceeded  at  any  one  time  the 
fum  of  150,000).  The  wifdom  of  our  anccAors  having  foicfeen,  and  provided 
againft,  the  mifchief  of  fimilar  advances  by  a  daufe  in  an  z&  paflTcd  in  the  fifih 
year  of  Will  am  and  Mary,  by  which  the  Governor  and  company  of  the  Bank  of 
England  were  reftraincd  frcm  advancing  any  fums  of  money,  other  than  on  fuch 
funds  on  which  a  credit  is  granted  by  Parliament. 

8.  That  it  appears,  that  from  and  after  .the  year  1793«  at  which  time  an  a6l  of 
Parliament  pafled,  containing  a  daufe  by  which  the  DircQors  of  the  Bank  are  ii>- 
indcmniBed  for  the  advances  they  had  made  out  of  the  bills  drawn  from  abroad, 
and  exempted  in  future  from  the  penalties  of  the  ftid  a^  of  William  and  Mary, 
refpe^ing  fuch  advances  to  Government^  the  amount  of  treafury  bills  paid  4tthe 
Bank  cuntinued  progreflively  >o  in€reafe,and  that  between  the  lit  of  January,  1795, 
and  the  25th  of  Febru<try,  1797,  fums  to  the  amount  of  upwards  of  l5O0O}O0oU 
where  at  diSeient  periods  advanced  to  Government  upon  this  head. 

9.  Thuit  appears,  th^at  tlie  Diredors  of  the  B;ink  did,  at  various  times,  dur- 
ing the  years  1795,  1796,  and  I797f  apply  to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
for  rep.iyxent  of  fuch  advances^  and  reprefcnted  to  him  the  ruinous  confcqucnccs 
to  thcrofelves  and  to  the  public,  of  continuing  the  fyftcm  of  making  treafury  bills 
payable  at  the  Bank  ;  and  thit  they  even  derclared  they  Conceived  it  to  be  *<'an  uoc  n- 
ftitutional  mode  of  raiting  raoncyi  and  what  they  were  not  warranted  by  their 
charter  to  confenC  te.'* 

io.Thu 
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to.  That  it  appears  that  the  Chancellor  o(  the  Exchequer  did,  at  Tarious  timci^ 
in  that  period,  undertake  to, reduce  the  advances  oo  that  head,  within  the  fttm  of 
500,0001.  andlikewife  fo  to  arrange  his  payments  as  to  put  an  end  to  the  account; 
but  that,  neverthelefs,  the  faid  promifes  never  were  kept  by  htm,  and  that  the  ad« 
▼anceson  treafury  bills,  on  the  i8ch  February,  1797,  amounted  to'  I,6i9,049!. 

II.  That  it  appears  to  this  Houfe  that  foreign  remittances  to  a  much  Urfer 
aBaounc  than  ever  were  known  in  the  moft  expeniive  wars  in  which  this  country 
has  been  involved,  have  taken  place  iince  the  year  1793. 

II.  That  the  extent  of  fuch  remittances,  occafioncd  at  fo  early  a  period  as  the 
end  of  the  year  1794,  and  the  beginning  of  the  year  1795,  great  alarms  in  the 
minds  of  the  Dire^ors,  which  they  had  At  various  pei  ioJs  communicated  to  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Eichequcr;  and  that  o:j  the  3  J  December,  1795*  the  court  of- 
DircOors,  under  the  apprcheniion  that  it  was  intended  to  ^nt  a  furiher  loan  x» 
the  E.i  ;)eror,  came  to  a  refulution  by  which  they  declared  their  unanimous  opinion, 
that  Ihould  fuch  a  loan  take  place,  it  would  be  **  moft  fatal  in  its  confcquences  to 
the  Bjnk  of  England."  T'  r  they  communicated  fuch  rcfolution  to  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer,  v  !">  '»'  'd  them  **  He  (h  )uld  lay  afide  all  thoughts  of  it, 
unlcfs  the  fituation  ot  things  '  ui.ve  to  the  Bank  Ihould  fo  alter  as  to  renderfuch 
aloao  of  no  importance  or  inconvenience  to  them."  v 

13.  That  on  the  5th  of  February,  1796,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Eschequer,  after 
ftating,  in  conveifation  with  the  Governor  and  Deputation  from  the  Bunk  of  En- 
gbnd,  his  opinion  of  the  neceifity  of  turther  alTifting  the  Emperor,  promifed  to  take 
no  ftep  in  that  bufmefs  without  previouHy  communicating  to  them  his  intention. 

14.  That qn  the  nth  February,  1796,  the  Directors  of  the  Bank  paflcd  unanl- 
mouHy  the  following  refolutions : — 

^  Refolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Court,  founded  upon  the  experience  of 
xht  eSe£ls  of  tfie  late  Imperial  loan,  that,  if  any  further  loan  or  advance  of  money 
to  the  Emperor,  or  to  any  other  foreign  (late,  (hould  in  the  prcfent  Aaceofaffairt 
take  pbce,  it  will  in  all  probability  prove  fatal  to  the  Bank  of  England." 

**  The  Court  of  Directors,  therefore,  do  moft  eameflly  deprecate  the  adoption  of 
any  fuch  meafure,  and  they  folemnly  proteft  againft  any  refponfibility  for  the  cala^ 
mitous  confcquences  they  may  follow  thereupon.** 

To  which  refolution,  when  comroonicated  to  him,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex« 
chequer  returnee^  for  anfwer,  **  That,  after  the  repe.ited  intimation  which  he  had 
gjiven  to  the  Governor,  &c.  of  the  Bank,  that  no  further  Joan  to  the  Emperor 
would  be  refolved  on  without  previous  communication  with  the  Bank,  he  did  not 
fiec  any  rcafon  for  thefe  refolutions ;  that  he  did  fuppofe  they  were  adopted  In  « 
moment  of  alarm,  and  that  he  fhould  confider  them  in  that  light.'* 

15.  Thar,  both  fiom  the  general  tenor  of  the  faid  anfwer  and  from  its  particular 
reference  to  the  fubftance  and  matter  of  the  refolutions  then  communicated  to  him^ 
he  gave  the  Gorernors,  &c.  of  the  Bank  to  underftand  that  he  was  bound  by  pro- 
aife  to  them  to  negociate  no  loan  for  the  fervice  of  his  Imperial  Majefty,  nor  to 
xnake  any  lexoittance  either  to  bis  iaj<l  Imperial  Majclly,  or  any  fotelga  Prince, 

under 
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uaieru^  ff«taiee«liitfor»W|  wiHioat  pre«iirally  cwiuADRiaidfif  fueli  Ufiaicn- 
t1«D««tlM  Bank  of  EnglM^s  That  the  DiTt£l«rt  fo  ondcrftood  kirn*  and  that* 
ittprHIM  ^«h  drat  b^ef  tsey  abftained  from  making  any  TvUmt  raoiMiftraBCe  on 
toll  nri)jc9. 

1 6k  TlMneverthelefi  the  CSiMcellor  of  tk«  Exchequer  for  fome  time  prior  to 
PArotrjr  11 1  17^6,  clandcftincly  vemiited,  and  did  for  federal  moot)is  fubfequenty 
ctindeftmely  remit  hit  fiid  Imperial  Majefty>  and  other  foreign  PrlnecSy  brgofiimi 
of  money,  in  defiance  of  hi«  igptaft.'d  pronnfea,  and  in  violation  of  his  Iblemn  tn*' 
^gcmcnt  with  the  Bank  of  Enjiand,  and  Oinfequeiit  upon  their  reiblution  of  the 
rtihFibroary. 

ry.  Thi(it  appear*  rhit  if  the  faid  advances  of  the  Bank  to  Government  harf 
(wen  paid  off  when  reqoired,  or  confiderahly  reduced,  the  Bank  would  have  been 
«Mab)ed  to  reduft,  rf  expedient,  the  amount  of  its  oorAiinding  notes;  and  that 
foehoprron  would  have  been  of  eflcnttal  fervicc  to  its  interefts. 

iS.  That  it  appears  from  the  evidence  of  the  Governor  and  deputy  Govenwr  of 
the  Bank,  that  if  the  faid  advances  h«d  been  paid  off  when  required,  or  considerably 
Tvductd,  tke  Bank  wouldliave  been  enabled  to  give  more  eitended  aid  to  the  mer* 
cantHe  imeivff  of  Great  Britain  in  the  way  of  difcount. 

l9.\That  it  appears  that  if  the  advances  on  Trcafory  blHs  had  been  paid  pff 
^Mten  required,  and  as  the  Chanceibr  of  the  Exchequer  had  promifed,  and  the  fo- 
reign remiruoces  abftatned  from,  as  ths  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  bad  likewise 
promi^,  there  would  have  exifted  no  ncceffity  for  fufpending  the  doe  and  ordinary 
courfe  of  the  Bank  payments  in  cafli. 

-  «o.  That  it  appears  to  this  Hnufe,  upon  ao  attentive  examination  of  the  «vi* 
dence  reported  by  the  Secret  Committee,  upon  a  minute  peruCilofthccorrefpon* 
^cc  between  the  Governor  and  Diiecturs  of  the  Bank  of  England,  and  the  Chau- 
oeUoroftfae  Exchequer,  during  the  years  1 795,  1796,  and  1797}  and  afiera 
tkoiough  rrriew  of  the  whole  ctrcumftaiKes  of  the  cafe,  that  the  neglect  of  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  in  difcharging  or  fufficiently  dimmiihing  the  amomic 
0f  the  fums  advanced  to  Government  by  the  Bank  i^f  England,  his  perievexance  in 
^meting  Treafury  bills  of  Exchange,  to  an  amount  unexampled  to  be  paid  at  ibe 
Bank,  his  frequent  promifes  and  cooftaDt  breach  of  thofe  promifes  to  reduce  their 
•mount  wtthm  the  fura  of  500,000!.  and  that  enormous  amount  of  his  remittancea 
t»  ioreign  Prinoaa  in  loans  and  fnbfidies,  were  the  priftcipnl  and  leading  cauiba 
which  pxoduced  the  neceffity  for  Che  Order  of  Council  on  the  26th  of  February 

The  Earl  of  LiverpocI  hiA^  ihzt  Ac  fubjeft  upon  wWch 
he  was  now  to  addrcfs  their  Lordfcips  was  attended  with 
difficulty.  He  did  not  mean,  nor  had  he  ftrength  to  enter 
itito  great  detail  as  he  could  not  go  through  it  with  the  ac- 
curacy, nor  adorn  the  conclufion  of  his  fpeech  with  the  elo- 
quence that  the  noble  Duke  poffeflcd.  He  hoped,  however, 
to  be  aUe  to  fatisfy  them  that  they  ought  not  to  agree  to  the 

refolutioo 
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which  had  been  propofed.  ^ith.  regard  to  the  conQitutioa 
of  the  Committee^  to  which  the  noble  Duke  obje(Sled,  he 
would  anfwer  that  it  was  neceflary  and  proper  that  they 
ihould  be  enabled  to  have  before  them  every  thing  conneCted 
with  its  inveftig^tion  on  all  fides  and  in  every  view;  as  to 
the  condu^  of  it,  could  any  charge  be  advanced  ?  Was  ever 
any  queftion  refufed,  was  ever  any  demand  for  accounts  ne- 
gatived ?  On  the  contrary,  he  could  venture  to  fay,  that  ne- 
ver was  the  condu£l  of  a  Committee  more  candid,  more  fair, 
and  more  impartial.  The  noble  Duke  faid  too,  that  a  great' 
part  of  his  charge  was  dire£ted  perfonally  againft  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer,  yet  this.culprit  had  been  examined 
upon  oath  before  the  Committee ;  the  firft  inflance,  in  this 
country  at  lead,  whatever  might  be  the  proceedings  of  fcK 
reign  tribunals,  in  which  a  party  accufed  was  defired  to  give 
"evidence  againft  himfelf  in  any  Court,  or  before  a  Magif- 
trate  ;  indeed  a  pra£tice  of  that  fort  was  dire£lly  contrary  to 
the  radical  principles  of  the  law  of  England.  With  regard 
to  the  Summary  alluded  to,  he  was  fure  that  nothing  could 
be  exprefled  with  greater  candour  and  modeAy  than  it  evinced. 
That  the  diminution  of  Bank  notes,  according  to  the  noble 
Duke's  pofition,  would  encreafe  the  quantity  of  fpecie,  was 
abfurd  ;  that  it  might  decreafe  the  demand  for  them  was  the 
oi^y  view  in  which  the  obfervation  was  intelligible.  But  to 
come  more  immediately  to  the  fubjefi  in  difcuflion,  and  to 
the  charges  which  had  been  made  againft  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer.  And  to  elucidate  what  he  had  to  fay  on  that 
point,  his  Lordfhip  defired  the  Clerk  might  read  the  minutes 
of  the  Court  of  DireSors  in  1795,  the  anfwers  of  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  on  the  Imperial  loan  in  1795  and 
1796,  the  refolutions  of  the  Committee  of  Treafury,  dated 
Feb.  II,  1796,  and  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer's  fur- 
ther anfwer.  Thefe  having  been  read,  his  Lordfhip  faid» 
As  to  the  efkSL  of  the  advances  to  the^  Emperor,  it  appeared, 
from  the  evidence  contained  in  the  Report,  that  the  Bank 
had,  at  different  times,  made  application  to  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  ftating  the  danger  which  they  apprehend- 
ed from  the  continuance  of  foreign  remittances.  A  dl- 
se&  anfwer  was  given  to  the  two  firft,  ftating,  in  reply 
to  their  inquiries  concerning  any  Imperial  loan,  that  no  Im- 
perial loan  fhould  be  brought  forward*  To  the  third  appli- 
cation, which  mentioned  both  loan  and  advances,  the  an- 
fwer contained  information  that  there  was  to  be  no  loan, 
but  it  never  was  to  b^  confidered  as  implyi;ig  an  engagement 
Vol.  III.   1797.  Q^  beyond 
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^icyond  what  it  exprefled.  Certainly  no  fuch  engagement 
was  thought  lo  be  incurr  d  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer himfalf.  Mr.  Raikcs,  and  othi^rs^  did  not  underiland 
^his  to  be  an  engagement  to  make  no  advances.  Confe- 
quently  there  was  no  room  for  the  charge  of  breach  of  faith 
"VV'hich  was  urged  upon  this  point. 

The  noble  Dujce  was  inaccurate  in  the  fa£ls  which  he 
flated  as  the  confequences  of  this  meafure.  No  bills  drawn 
for  thefe  advances  were  received  till  July,  yet  the  rate  of 
exchange  from  Odobcr  that  year,  till  March  tollowing,  rofc 
very  confiderably  in  our  favour.  Mr.  Giles  too  admitted  in 
fixs  evidence,  that  the  advances,  conduced  as  they  wenc, 
could  i\ot  produce  any  material  effect.  The  great  qucftioo^ 
however,  is,  did  the  loan  and  advance  to  the  Emperor  pro* 
duce  the  effcfl  of  difabling  the  Bank  to  continue  its  money- 
payments?  Compare  the  fums  fent  to  the  Continent  this 
war  with  the  fums  fent  thither  in  the  four  laft  years  of  the 
war,  ending  in  1763.  It  appeared  from  the  Report,  that 
14,918,000!.  had  been  remitted  to  the  Continent  this  war; 
during  the  period  alluded  to  there  were  15  millions.  Could 
this  country^  aiford  to  do  this  30  years  ago,  and  in  its  prefent 
fitnation  could  the  tfft&s  of  the  fame  meafure  b^fodif- 
^ftrous  ?  Were  we  lefs  able  now  to  fuftain  fuch  a  charge  ?  On 
the  contrary,  from  the  ftate  of  the  exports  and  imports,  Jind 
pvery  other  criterion  of  profperity,  there  was  no  reafon  to 
Relieve  that  a  remittance  to  double  the  amount  which  bad 
taken  place  during  this  war  could,  in  the  encreafed  wealth 
^nd  coii^mercc,  and  encreafing  balance  of  trade  in  our  favour, 
have, been  attended  with  fuch  efFtfts.  It  was  proved  that 
the  balance  of  trade  was,  for  the  la(l  four  years,  at  an  ave- 
rage of  ten  millions  a  year.  The  whole  remittances  out  of 
the  country  had  been  32  millions,  the  whole  balance  for  the 
fame  four  years  of  the  war  had  been  42  millions.     Was  it 

fioflible  then  that  the  ftoppage  of  the  Bank  could  be  afcribed 
o  the  efFcft  of  ihe  Imperial  remittances?  To  employ  the 
enemies  armies  abroad  tor  the  ftcurity  of  this  country,  had 
ever  be^ n  confidcred  our  true  policy  by  the  grtateft  Miniders 
who  hud  guided  the  affairs  of  ihj'^  country.  Lord  Godol- 
phin,  Mr.  Ptlham,  and  xhc  immortal  father  of  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  (the  late  Earl  oi  Catham).  Had  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  in  the  prcfcnt  ftate  of  the 
country  any  reafon  to  j'pprchend  danger  from  purfuing  the 
fame  mcafures  of  policy  ?  Certainly  not  ^  and  to  acquit  him 
pf  ti)^  charge  now  brought  againft  him  did  not  requirt  that 

t^cy 
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fhey  fliould  be  bound  by  the  (hackles  of  corruptiony  but  thai 
they  Ihould  impartially  exercife  their  own  judgment.  With 
regard  to  the  effc<ft  of  the  advances  by  the  Bank  to  Govern- 
ment,  he  h;id  to  obfe'rvc,  in  the  firft  place,  that  a  very  con- 
siderable fum  had  been  dated  as  advances  by  the  Bank  which^ 
in  fa£l,  did  not  belong  to  them,  but  was  the  amount  of  un- 
claimed dividends  which  had  been  taken  for  the  public  fer- 
vice.  But  the  advances  to  Government  were  by  no  means 
unprecedented  in  their  amount.  In  the  year  X'jSo  they  were 
xp  900,0001.  fomewhat  higher  than  in  1797  ;  in  the  year 
1 793  they  were  only  an  hundred  thoufand  pounds  icfs.  The 
Bank  too  mud  be  able  to  make  advances  in  proportion  to 
tJfe  general  profperity  of  commerce  and  extent  of  wealth. 
Our  commerce,  however,  was  nearly  double  what  it  was  in 
rySa  and  1783  ;  was  itpofGble,  then,  that  this  advance  could 
produce  effects  fo  ferious  as  to  fufpend  the  money-payments 
of  the  Bank  I  Or  in  circumdances  now  fo  much  more  fa- 
vourable, had  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  any  reafon 
to  dread  the  eiFed  that  took  place  ?  A  great  part  of  the  caufe 
to  which  the  iloppage  and  the  diflrefs  was  fo  be  afcribed,  h^ 
imputed  to  the  encreafed  demand  for  difcounts  arifing  from 
a  part  of  the  law  which  he  thought  required  to  be  altered^ 
It  was  the  A£t  12th  of  Q^ieen  Anne,  which  was  thought  to 
prohibit  difcounts  done  at  more  than  5  per  cent.  The 
confequences  were  obvious.  In  time  of  peace,  when  mo- 
ney could  be  obtained  for  lefs  than  5  per  cent,  people 
were  willing  to  lay  out  their  capital  in  difcounts.  la 
times  of  embarrafsment,  however,  more  could  be  made  by 
other  fpeculations,  and  in  thefe  fuch  capitals  were  then  em- 
ployed. This  neceiTarity  occafioned  a  great  demand  for  dif- 
counts ;  and  when  r2  per  cent,  could  be  made  of  the  money 
which  could  be  raifed  by  difcounts  at  t;  per  cent,  the  temp- 
tation to  raife  it  in  this  manner  could  ealily  be  conceived. 
He  had  converfed  with  the  laie  Lord  Man^ifield  upon  this 
fubjcd,  who  entirely  difapproved  of  the  law  of  the  12th  of 
Qiieen  Anne.  Indeed  he  faw  no  reafon  why  money,  like 
every  other  commodity,  fliould  not  be  allowed  to  find  its 
own  level  and  its  own  price.  At  Hamburgh  he  had  beenl 
informed  the  advantages  of  open  and  unreilrained  tran fac- 
tions upon  this  head  were  greatly  felt.  1*0  the  bad  efF^£t  of 
the  limitation  upon  the  head  of  ufury  in  this  country,  he 
wss  inclined  to  afcribe  the  fituation  in  which  the  Bank  had 
been  placed,  and  the  depreciation  which  Govermnent  fccu-« 
rities  expeiienced.     This  evil  was  likewife  to  be  imputed  ia. 

0^2  *         a  great 
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»  great  meafiire  to  akrm.    Country  Bank  notes  were  the 
chief  circulation  in  the  country,  and  thefe,  in  the  moment 
of  alarm,  produced  a  run  upon  the  Bank  of  England,  the 
refcrvoir  of  the  cafli  of  the  kingdom.     What  the  ttk&  of 
alarm  would  be  it  was  eafy  to  conceive..  The  public  circu-  . 
Ution  of  the  kingdom  was  about  34  millions ;  it  was  hot  to  be 
expe£ted  that  calh  to  the  amount  of  11  millions,  the  amount 
of  Bank  notes,  was  conftantly  to  be  kept.    Under  an  alarm 
producing  a  demand  for  ca(h  upon  the  fcale  of  a  very  ex- 
tended paper  circulation,  irmuft  be  impodible  that  cafh  could 
be  obtained   to  anfwer  the    general  demand.      He  recol- 
leded  the  efieds  which,  in  different  inftances,  fuch  alarms' 
hod  produced  in  1764,  in  confequence  of  great  bankruptcies 
at  Ailhfterdam,  Hamburgh,  &c.  the  failure  of  the  Ayr  Bank, 
and  the  difficulties  of  the  country  banks  in  1792.     Three  of 
the  inftances  that  occurred  to  him  happened  in  times  of  pro* 
found  peace.     This  alarm  then  was  to  be  confidered,  in  a' 
coniiderable  degree,  as  the  caufe  of  the  difficulties  of  the 
Bask  for  fpcde.    To  impute  it  to  the  efFeA  of  the  gradual' 
advances  mad^  to  the  Emperor  upon  the  immenfe  circulation 
of  this  country,  was  altogether  abfurd.     The  grfcat  capital 
lately  laid  out  in  canals,  inclofures,  and  other  improvements, 
proved  at  once  the  extent  of  the  commerce  and  wealth  of  the 
country,  and  (hewed  how  fuch  operations  might,  in  times  of 
embarrafsment,  prefs  upon  the  general  drciilatioh  of  the 
cbuntry,  and  encreafc  the  difficulty  which  ims  bfefbrc  expe- 
rienced.   In  the  former  alone  nearly  eight  millions  had  been 
^hiployed,  and  he  (hould  refer  their  Lordffiips,  when  he 
mentioned  the  capitals  invefted  in  public  undertakings,  to 
an  advertifement  which  then  appeared  in  the  riewfpapers  for 
riilfingno  Icfs  a  fum  than  8oo,oool.  for  the  improvement' 
of  the  port  of  London.     His  Lordfliip  concluded  a  very  able 
fpecch  by  appealing  to  the  Houfe,  whether  the  application 
m  fuch  large  capitals  did  not  prefs  very  feverely  on  the  circu- 
lation of  fpecie,  and  whether  it  was  not  in  reality  a  great 
caufe  of  the  diftrefs  complained  off?    He  then  moved  the 
pfrevious  queftion. 

Lord  Hay  (Earl  of  Kinnoul)  declared  that  he  thoijght  the 
noble  Earl,  who  preceded  him  in  the  debate,  bad  k>  fully 
anfwered  the  noble  Duke,  that  little  could  be  added  to  his 
forcible  arguments ;  but  he  could  not  be  content  on  the  pre* 
fent  occafion  to  give  a  filent  vote.  In  his  opinion,  much  of 
the  mifchief  that  had  of  late  befallen  us  had  originated  from 
our  unexampled  profperity,  which  had  induoed  a  if  ixit  of 

enter* 
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enterprite  tod  fpebulatiori  unk'n  wn  to  fonner  times.  This 
fpirit  had  much  prevailed,  and  hud  increafed  daily  fince  the 
period  of  thclaft  peace  in  the  year  1783.  And  When  Hy 
aftiy  fudden  accident  thofc  fpectilations  tvett  deftroyed,  it  pro- 
duced a  momentary  ftagnat ion,  arid  eflfefis  fuch  as'wcbe- 
hekl.  To  know  the  exa£l  fituation  of  a  country  it  wa$  not 
merely  neceffary  tokrtot^Mti  pfefcnft'fituatidn,  hut  ilfo  to 
compare  it  iVrth  what  k  Torrte^ly  yms.  His  Lordftip  theh 
entered  into  the  detail  of  the  Yorkftiire  manufa<3:orieS  for 
cloths,  by  which  it  at)peaVed,  that  the  tradd  had  been  in  a 
progreflivfe  ftate  of  Iricreafe  for  the  laft  twefity-feyen  years. 
His  Lprdftiip  alluded  alfo  k>  the  country  Banks,  fhe  failure, 
of  which,  he  thought;  vvas  the.  grand  caofe  of  the  Bank  R^p-l 
ping  paytnenl.  ' ,       \    .' 

1  he  Earl  otG^t/JfdrJownei  that  he  had  not  tt'll  lately  turned 
die  fuhjed^  chuch  In  his  mind^  but  though  he  had  but  latelif' 
turned  his  thoughts  to  it,  he  found  hioifelf  obliged  tp  cdnttcK 
i»ert  fome  of  {he  opinions  of  a  perfon  of  the  noble  Earl's  taIeiHs> 
ktiowledge  atid  expedience  upon  qiiedion^  of  this  nature,  and* 
the  opinions  of  a  Gentleman  of  fuch  high  refpcdlability  inA 
cbarader  as  Mr.  Thbrritofi ;  and  of  anotner  Gentleman,  JiW. 
wife  of  great  rcfpe&ability,  biit  whole  fpieculations,  if  lie;  was' 
rightly  informed^,  had  not  always  proved.well  founded.  Be- 
fore entering  09  the  queftion,  he  Would  fay  a  word  a^  tp  thic- 
ad  of  Council  itfelf.  Whatever  ni'ight  be  die  hecellity  .0^ 
continuing  the  order  in  Council,  he  doubted  the  necefEty  oC 
originally  iJOfuing  it.  He  thou|^ht  that  the  Bank  might  havpr 
been  enabled  to  go  on,  or  if  obliged  at  laft  to' flop,  it  ,wpul$: 
have  been  better  that  it  ha(l  (hut  up  the  doors  and  fiiewn  fc% 
the  public^  that  its  ftoppage  arofe  from  its  own  want  0/  qafhji 
inftead  of  hs  being  proved  that  this  event  arofe  from  the  want/K^ 
of  the  Government.  Extraordinary  and  extravagant  as  tb^ 
Ibggeftion  mightappcar  itpoflibly  might  h^ve  flrengtlicned  th.eif* 
future  credit^  or  at  leaft  not  injured  it  fo  materially  as  he  feared» 
the  order  of  Council  would  in  the  end  be  found  to  do,  Th9, 
Sank  themfelves  had  expfefsly  declared  that  they  were  of  ppi*, 
nidn  that  the  Imperial  loan  had  produced  the  fcarcity  of  their^ 
cafli,  and  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  no  reafpn  to 
diftruft  their  authority.  The  advances  had  efieaed  the  rate  of 
Exchange,  iand  from  experience  of  the  paft,  there  was  every 
rtafon  to  apprehend  the  bad  e£Feds  of  fuch  drains.  "The  BaoK! 
had  repeatedly  demanded  of  Government  repayment  of  their 
advances.  It  was  one  of  the  refources  to  which  they  truffcd  for 
extricating  them  from  tlicir  embarrafsment,  and  they  had  beea 
deceived  by  tlie  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.    Had  'his  pro-' 

mifes 


xe6  WO0DFALL*S  PARUAMEOTARY  REPORTSi  [Uim. 

mifcs  been  kept,  they  would  have  been  enabled  to  go  on.  'The 
advances  on  Exc^hequer  Bills  was  moft  objed^ed  to,  and  when 
the  wife  regulations  of  our  anceftors,  by  which  the  advances  of 
the  Bank  were  retrained,  were  Vepealed  by  a  furieptitious' 
daufe  in  a  Loan  Bill,  the  evil  became  more  apparent.  That  the 
Loan  and  advances  to  the  Emperor,  and  advances  to  Govern- 
ment were  the  caufes  of  theftoppage^pf  the  Bank,  couid  fcarce- 
ly  be  doubted.     It  had  been  faid  by  a  great  man,  thr  author 
and  approver  of  the  war,  (Mr.  Burke),  that  the  votes  of  Pari ia« 
were  contrary  to  their  opinions.     He   hoped  they  would  re- 
fcue  themfelves  from  this  imputation,  and  (hew  that  their  votes 
were  regulated  by  their  opinions.     It  was  impoffiblt  to  doubt^ 
the  caufe  of  the  cataflrophe  of  the  Bank.     They  fhould  con-' 
fider  whether  they  could  avoid  a  deciiion  byfupporting  the  pre- 
vious queftion  which  ho  admitted  was  a  fair  way  of  getting  rid' 
of  refolutions  which  were  fome  of  them  rruifms.     At  a  time. 
like  that  party  prejudice  and  partiality  ftoiild  be  facrificed^ 
to  their  own  dignity,  and  to  the  public  intereft. 

Lord  Auckland  faid,  that  the  noble  Earl  who  fpoke  fecondr 
in  the  debate,  had  difcufled  all  the  principal  points  in.queRion, 
with.  To  much  detail  and  perfpicuity,  as  to  make  it  unneceiTary' 
to  reVert  to  them.   He  would  therefore  confine  himfcif  to  fome  * 
incidental  Remarks. 

The  noble  Duke  had  begun  his  fpecch  with  exprcffions  df^ 
indigtution,  that  *^  men  liable  to  impeachment  if  there  was 
•*  no  neceffity  for  the  meafure  of  the  26th  Feb;  had  been  ap-  ' 
**  poitited  lords  Committees  to  invedigate  that    neceffity."^ 
It  was  for  the  prefent  a  fufficient  anTwer  to  the  objeaion,  that 
it  was'nOt  applicable  to  the  Committee  whofe  report  was  now 
tinder  difcuffion.     But  it  became  material  to  contraft  this  de- 
licacy of  judicial  principles  with  the  noble  Duke's  fubfequent 
cxpreffions,  and  with    the  condu£l:  which  he  had  purfucd. 
The  noble  Duke  had  proceeded  to  (late,  that  ''he  (hould  charge 
«*  perfonally  feveral  aSs  on  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer L 
••  highly  difgraceful  indeed  ;**  and  that  "  hardly  one  fenience 
**  could  be  expunged  from  the  papers  on  the  table  without 
••  expunging  a  charge  againd  the  Minifter."'     And  yet  the 
noble  Duke  had  thought  proper  to  call  that  fame  Minifter  be*" 
fore  the  Committee,  and  to  examine  him  upon  oath  as  to' 
leveral  points  on  which  the  fuppofed  charges  are  found^jd, 
(Lord  Auckland  here  (lated  fome  of  the  queftions  alluded  to,^ 
when  he  was  interrupted  by  the  Duke  of  Leeds^  wIk)  defired' 
that  the  clerk  might  read  the  anfvTers  alfo ;  which  having  been 
done.  Lord  Auckland  proceeded  to  fay,  (that  the  anfwers  of 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  bad  been  given  without  re- 
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lerve  and  without  reluflance :  and  if  be  (Lord  Auckland) 
were  now  to  be  a(ked«  why  he,  as  a  member  of  the  Comniittee 
l^ad  acquiefced  and  concurred  in  fui  h  a  proceedings  be  would 
readily  reply,  that  having  from  the  (irft  no  doubts  as  to  (he 
puntv,  propriety  and  wifdom  of  the  Minifter's  conduift  in  the 
tranfa£^ions  with  the  Bank,  he  felt  no  difpofition  tobbjeft  ta 
interrogatories,  which  might  tend  to  throw  light  on  that  con- 
dud,  and  on  the  whole  buiinefs  conne£led  with  it. 

He  would  n  )W  entreat  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  to  a  few 
obferyations  .on  the  principal  heads  of  crimination,  which  the 
noble  Duke  had  brought  forwards ;  and  firft  with  rcfped  to 
the  Bmk  advancei  to  Government.  The  magnitude  of  thofe 
advances  had  been  ilrongly  reprehended :  they  had  not  hQW- 
ever  been  grater  than  in  lome  periods  of  the  late  war :  they  had 
not  been  iecret ;  they  had  in  evei^  feflion  been  fubjed  toparlia* 
mentary  difcuflion.  They  had  been  qccafioned  by  expenooi 
frequently  impofTible  to  have  been  forefeen  in  the  wide  and  com* 
plicated  fervices  of  a  war  jud  and  necelTary;  but  at  the  fame 
time  highly  difficult  and  dangerous.  A  fair  and  attentive  pe- 
rufal  of  the  communications  on  this  fuWe£l  between  the  Direo- 
tors  of  the  Bank  and  t!ie  Chancellor  ot  the  Exchequer  would 
fliew,  that  there  does  notexid  even  a  pretence  to  impute  to  the 
latter  either  duplicity  of  condud,  or  ambiguity  of  language,  or 
a  culpable  want  of  forefight.  Still  however  the  magnitude  ol 
the  Bank  advances  was  open  to  fonse  doubts  which  might 
dcferve  confideration. 

Are  thoie  advances  an  improvident  mode  of  borrowing  for 
the  public  fervice,  provided  that  they  can  be  furniflied  with« 
out  occaiioning  a  mifchievous  drain  of  caih  from  the  Bank, 
or  a  prejudicial  reftridtion  of  commercial  difcounts?  The 
anfwer  was  obvious  and  indifputable.  He  would  fuppofe  the 
average  amount  of  the  Bank  advances  to  be  ten  millions 
fterling.  The  intereft  payable  will  be  500,ocx>l.  a  year. 
Let  it  next  be  fuppofed  that  a  loan  is  created  to  pay  off  the 
whole.  The  charge  of  fuch  a  loan  will  not  be  lefs  than  fix 
per  cent  or  6oo,oool.  a  year ;  to  which  muQ  be  added  one 
percent,  more  for  the  finking  fund:  and  thus  taxes  mud  be 
found  and  brought  forwards  to  produce '700,0001.  a  year  in 
the  midd  of  the  general  preflure  of  the  war;  and  in  the  war 
price  of  the  funds,  a  capital  of  twenty  millions  muft  be  given 
for  the  ten  milFions  borrowed.  It  was  fuperfluous  to  dwell . 
further  on  the  detriment  refulting  to  the  public  from  fuch 
at)  operation. 

Have  the  Bank  advances  to  Government  contributed  to  the 
reftri^ion  of  commercial  difcounts  ?     He  was  willing  to  allow 
h  a  t  in  fome  degree,  they  may  have  bad  that  cSt6k ;  but  cer- 
tainly 
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|iio}y  ia  a  ftnall  propoftioa  to  the  amopnt  of  the  adyances» 
viiufh  are) to  be  confidered  a$  a  large  difcount  made  to  one  dif« 
cwntor,  and  thereby  diftributcd  through  the  general  channels 
fif  circvtlation  to  bankers  and  to  others,  who  mud  otherwifis 
ha\^  been  fupplied  by  difcpunts  immediately  from  the  Bank. 
Mr.  Henry  Thornton,  pf  whom  and  of  whofe  evidence  it  w^ 
.ik£c\|]t.tp  fpeak  in  terms  of  adequate  refpciS,  had  explained 
that  matter  with  great  accutenefs.  Farther  light  had  been 
thrown  upon  it,  iind  upon  the  whole  fubjedi  of  difcounts,  by 
the.vqry  able  and  intelligent  evidence  of  Mr.  Boyd  In  point 
pf  hA  the  difcounts  to  {he  Merchants  were  occafionally  at  the 
•higheft,  when  the  advance^  to  Government  were  alfo  at  the 
higlieft.  In  one  fenfe  only  can  fuch  advances  be  more  incon-. 
ivetiient  to  the  Bank  than  commercial  difcounts:  The  latter^ 
■whether  in  cafb  or  by  bills,  ixft  more  immediately  under  the 
commapd  of  the  Bank,  being  returnable  at  periods  never  ex-^ 
ceeding  (ixty-three  days. 

Would  the  drain  of  cadi,  and  the.confequent  &ilure  at  the 
Baak  have  been  avoided,  if  the  advances  to  Government  had 
been  le(si  From  the  fullefl;  convi(^ion  of  his  mind,  he  could 
decide  that  queftion  in  the  negative.  Some  of  the  Diredors^ 
indeed,  feemed  to  maintain  a  different  opinion  ;  but  their  opi- 
nion was  founded  on  the  fuppofition  of  contrading  the  deal- 
if^  of, the  Bank,  and  the  iilu^  and  circulation  of  Bank  Notes 
withSn  limits,  which  Teven  by  the  avowal  of  thofe  Gentlemen) 
would  have  occafioned  a  general  exploGon  and  confufion  in  all 
the  commercial  interefts  and  tranfa&iqns.  Thus  Mr.  Giles 
lad  ftatcd  to  the  G>mmittee  of  the  Lords-r-That  "  In  Fc- 
*«,hruary,  J797>  when  the  Bank  Notes  in  circulation  were 
•<  (only)  8,soo,cxx>l.  if  3,500,000!.  of  the ,  Governpicii 
**  advances  had  been  paid  off,  the  Dire£tors  would  have 
V  thought,  it  ufeful  to  reduce  the  Bank  Notes  in  circulatioa 
**  to  j,ooo,oool.  rather  than  have  rifqued  the  large  drains  of 
*<  ca£  that  enfued.''  Hp  allowed  a(  the  fame  time.  That 
**  th^  quantity  of  Bank  Notes  in  circulation  at  that  period  was 
♦*  lower  than  in  many  former  periods  of  tl^e  laft  five  years» 
**  owing  to  the  drains  of  ca(h,  and  to  the  redridtions  in  dif- 
**  counts  which  the  Directors  thought  proper  to  make.'*  He 
farther  admitted,  that  ''  a  reftri£lion  of  the  Bank  Notes  in 
^*  circulation  to  5,qoo,ooq1.  would  have  caufed  aconvulfion 
*^  and  diftrefs  in  the  extenfive  commercial  concqrns  of  the 
*', kingdom.'* '  But  he  added  that  *'  Of  two  evils,  ^t  Ditcc- 
"  tors  would  hive  taken  the  leaft."  The  evil  to  be  incurred 
was  the  general  conviilfion  of  commerce  (and  of  public  credit) 
the  evil  to  be  avoided  was  the  temporary  embarndTment  of  the 
Bank.    Lord  Auckland  wa$  willing  to  beheve  ^t  fych  ex* 

preffiont 
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preflions  had  been  unguardedly  ufed  ;  they  certainly  feemed  to 
imply,  that  it  had  been  in  contemplation  to  reduce  the  Baa^ 
Notes,  in  circulation  to  the  paltry  amount  of  5,000,000!.  j 
psltry  certainly,  when  compared  to  the  exigencies  of  this  great 
and  rich  Metropolis.  7t  was  the  precifc  fum  which  previous  to 
the  late  troubles,  the  Caiile  d'efcompte  at  Paris  had  kept  in 
full  circulation  for  the  interior  concerns  of  that  city.  The 
noble  Duke  in  his  fpeech  had  feemed  to  approve  tlfcfc  doc- 
trines of  Mr-  Giles,  and  had  adverted  to  poGcions  of  a  fimilar 
knid,  ftatcd  by  Mr.  Winthorp,  in  his  evidence  before  the  - 
Committee  of  the  Houfe  of  Comt^ions.  *'  As  an  individual 
**  Direflor  (faid  that  Gentleman)  **  I  have  for  the  laft  two 
**  years  conflantly  recommended  the  diminifliixig  both  our  ad- 
"  vanccs  to  Government  and  our  difcounts,  fo  as  at  all  events 
**  (Ihgrt  of  ap  univerfal  run)  to  fecure  the  tifcty  of  the  Bank. 
**  I  tiiouglu  the  Bank  ought  never  to  be 'in  danger."  It  might 
he  fufficicnt  rooppofe  to  fuch  doftrines,  the  plain  and  convincing 
iai>guage  of  the  prefent  refpe£lable  Governor  of  the  Bank  (Mr. 
Raikes):  that  Gentleman  oh  being  afked  by  the  Commitieei 
whether,  if  the  repayment  of  advances  had  been  made  in  the 
maaner  and  at  the  time  abovemeutioned,  l^e  would  have  a^l- 
vifed  the  Bank  to  redriiS^  their  circulation  of  Bank  Notes  to 
5,000.000!.  anfwered,  *'  By  no  means ;  fuch  a  rcftriAion  was 
*'  never  in  idea,  nor  could  the  circulation  of  the  country  do 
^f   without  fuch  a  fum." 

And  furely  it  would  have  been  a  grofs  and  criminal  abufs 
of  the  monopoly  enjoyed  by  tlie  Bmk,  if  the  Direflors  had 
reftridted  their  dealings  at  the  period  when  the  increafed  de- 
mands of  commeice,  of  manufactures,  of  public  improvements, 
of  puhlk:  credit,  and  of  ihe  ftate,  were  all  calhng  for  an  ex- 
tentioaof  t!^e^c  dealinp^s  Was  it  pofTible  for  the  Bank,  in  fuch 
a  iiiome.nt,  to  havp  actrd  as  an  inlulatcd  fcifilTi  eftablibnaenty 
which  is  to  take  c^tre  Qt  iifclf  only,  regardlcfs  of  every  coqG-* 
dtrratioi)  that  rnay  ^itTccl  the  reft  of  rlic  kingdom?  Jr  in  any 
Tcf\K&.  fuch  prihcipks  operated,  as  todifcount,  or  notes  in  cir- 
culation, or  advaticts  on  loans.  They  were  pro  tanlo  caufes 
of  the  depreciation  of  the  public  fccurities,  of  the  embarraff- 
menti  and  difirurts  which  took  pLica  in  the  j^enera!  circula- 
tion, and  of  the  other  evils  which  have  fmce  followed. 

T  he  ntxJ  chaige  made  by  the  noble  Duke  related  to  a  pro- 
mi  fc  allrrted  to  liave  been  given  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
clu'cjuer  to  ihe  B  mk,  not  to  make  ihc  remittances  to  the  Em- 
j»croi,  which  had  taken  place  wiih  fome  degree  of  fccrecy  in 
I7<)6.  But  furely  the  Directors  of  the  Bank  had  noright  to 
tail  upon  one  of  the  King's  Miuiftcrs  for  a  fpecific  engage- 
-VoL.  1!L   1797.  R  ineot, 
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tnenty  as  to  the  ufc  to  be  made  of  a  fum  given  by  a  Vote  of 
Credit  in  Parliament  for  the  purpofcs  of  tJie  war.  The  Ditec- 
tors  would  have  ftrangely  mifapprehended  their  own  ddties  if 
they  had  made  any  fuch  attempt.  What  then  were  the  h&si 
The  Dtreftors  intrcat  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  to 
make  no  new  loan  to  the  Emperor.  His  anfwer  was^  that  no 
new  loan  fhould  be  propoted  without  their  being  pnevioufly 
ai^prifed  of  it.  A  month  afterwards  they  again  apply  to  bifO» 
not  to  proprfe  any  farther  Loan,  *^  or  to  make  advance  of  mo- 
••  ney  to  the  Emperor."  His  anfwer  was,  that  "  no  farther 
**  Loan  (hould  be  refolved  on  without  previous  communica- 
•*  tion  with  thtf  Bank."  Here  then  two  tequcfts  arc  made  to 
him  :  he  gives  an  anfwer  to  the  one,  and  prefer ves  an  entire 
filence  as  to  the  other.  Nothing  more  is  faid  as  to  the  other 
Tequcfl  till  five  months  afterwards ;  when  the  Dirediors  of  the 
Bank  difcover  that  private  remittances  were  beginning  to  be 
made  to  the  Emperor.  The  Governor  and  Deputy  Governor 
ftate  in  their  evidence,  that  they  then  mentioned  their  fufpicion 
-  to  die  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  who  gave  no  anfwer,  but 
by  his  countenance  feemed  to  aflent  to  it.  They  both  agree, 
that  if  the  remittances  were  neceflary,  it  was  beneficial  to  the 
Public  to  make  them  fecretly.  And  Mr.  Raikes  adds,  that 
*^  He  did  not  look  upon  it,  that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche* 
**  quer  thought  himfelf  obliged  to  confult  the  Bank  on  ad-* 
**  vances  to  foreign  powers  of  50  or  ioo,oool.  at  a  time/* 
Such. was  the  plain  (late  of  a  tranfgSion  which  is  now  repre^ 
fented  as  a  fcene  of  deceit  and  perfidy  !  It  was  not  immaterial 
to  addj  that  under  the  mode  of  remittance  adopted,  the  Ex- 
changes rofe  in  favour  of  this  country,  and  continue  to  be  in 
favour  of  it. 

The  noble  Duke  quitting  thefe  fpecific  charges,  had  in- 

^  dulged  himfelf  in  fome  general  remarks  on  the  expences  of 
the  war.  The  anfwer  was  obvious;  but  it  would  be  a  tafk 
at  leafl  fuperfluous,  to  recur  to  old  demonftrations  of  the 

..  juftice  and  ncceflity  of  the  expenfive  ftruggle  in  which  wc 
arc  engaged.  Declamations  and  unreafonaile  clamour  on 
the  truifmS;  conne£led  with  loans  and  taxes,  might  be  raifed 
in  corners;  but  the  mind  of  the  noble  Duke  was  furcly 
much  fuperior  to  fuch  con fiderat ions.  In  the  mean  time, 
wbatever  may  be  the  refult  of  our  feveral  continental  al- 
liances, it  is  a  fubjed  of  fair  pride  and  of  confolation  (and 
will  be  honourable  to  the  country  in  future  hiftory)  to  have 

■'  maintained  a  generous  and  unihakcn  faith  to  our  allies  even 
to  the  laft  hour. 
Lord  Auckland  proceeded  to  fay,  that  be  would  not  at- 
tempt 
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tempt  to  develope  the  caufes  of  the  late  drain  of  cafh  from 
the  Bank:  thofe  Ciufes  are  amply  detailed  in, the  printed 
report  of  the  committee.  The  invelligation  had  made-' a, 
moft  fatis&dory  imprellion  on  his  minid.  It  had  convinced 
him,  that  the  national  wealth  is  a,t  prefent  indifputably 
greater  than  it  was  at  the  commencement  of  tl^e  war. 
He  wifhed  to  be  underftood  as  fpeaking  of  wealth  and  not  of 
money.  The  latter  may  be  paper  or  metals,  or  any  other  fub- 
ttancey  according  to  the  common  confent  and  convenience 
of  the  nations  which  employ  it ;  but  it  is  the  circulating 
fign  only  of  wealth,  and  is  not  wealth.  With  refpefl 
however  to  cafh  and  buliiony  he  faw  no  reafon  to  believe 
that  there  is  lefs  at  this  hour  m  the  kingdom  than  there  was 
four  years  ago.  The  evidence  now  before  the  Houfe  would 
ihew,  that  the  general  demand  for  ^afh  had  increafed.  and 
mod  tieccflarily  hkve  produced  a  drain  from  the  Bank. 
Alarms  and  other  impreffions  had  led  the  country  Banks  to 
reftrifib  their  notes,  and  had  induced  individuals  to  make 
hoards  of  cafh.  In  a  kingdom  fo  populous  and  fo  opulent 
as  tiis,  a  generalcaU  for  fmall  fums  will  create  a  rapid 
demand  to  a  great  amount,  and  beyond  the  immediate  power 
of  the  National  Bank,  which  is  aifo  a  hoard  ;  but  with  this 
difttndion,  it  is  an  acceflible  hoard.  From  thefe  confidera-> 
tions,  from  the  particulars  flated  in  the  minutes  of  evidence, 
and  frm  remarking  the  periods  of  the  different  drains  of 
cafh  from  the  Bank,  it  was  a  faft  nearly  capable  of  demon- 
flration  that  the  coin  of  the  kingdom  had  not  been  carried 
away.  A  reference  to  the  table  of  exchanges  would  (hew 
to  their  Lordfhips,  that  during  the  period  from  September 
1792  to  March  1793,  cafh  and  bullion  coufd  not  be  lent 
out  of  the  kingdom  without  great  lofs  to  the  exporter :  it 
might  be  aflumed,  therefore,  without  fear  of  contradidion, 
that  none  was  at  that  time  fent  out  of  the  kingdom :  and 
yet,  during  that  period,  the  drain  of  caQi  from  the  Bank, 
occafioned  by  fome  alarms  and  fome  commercial  difficulties, 
was  greater  than  at  any  fubfequent  period.  It  would  alfo 
appear  from  the  table  of  Exchanges,  that  during  the  twelve 
months  from  February  1796  to  February  1797,  when  the 
drain  of  cafh  from  the  Bank  prevailed  with  fuch  alarming 
rapiditv,  the  courfe  of  Exchange  was  too  high  for  the  ex- 
port ot  bullion ;  and  in  the  latter  part  of  the  period,  had 
been  even  high  enough  to  bring  it  in. 

Having  now  eflablifhed  that  the  cafh  drawn  from  the  Bank 
had  not  been  fent  out  of  the  kingdom,  bfl  that  it  had  been* 
applied  partly  to  the  increafed  demands  of  commerce,  ma* 

R  ^  nufadureg^ 
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nufa6lures,  internal  improvement^,  and  the  enlarged  fcalp 
of  general  expence,  and  partly  to  the  hoards  of  individuals 
who  had  felt  alarms  and  diilryft  ;  he  wifhed  their  Lordlhipji 
to  advert  to  the  confolatory  inference  of  the  accumulating 
wealth  of  the  kingdom,  which  had  enabled  iis  to  fupplyall 
the  foreign  remittances  for  the  purpofcs  ,of  the  war ;  and 
yet  at  this  hour  to  have  the  courfc  of  exchange  more  favour- 
able than  ii  was  at  the  commencement  of  the  war.  It 
might  be  collc£led  from  the  papers  upon  the  table,  that  the 
extraordinary  remittances,  to  foreign  countries  and  to. our 
diftajit  fcttlements  in  the  laft  four  years,  had  not  been  lefs 
than  nine  millions  annually,  beyond  what  had  been.  ufuaL 
In  a  period  of  peace  :  in  order  to  preclude  cavils,  l)c  would 
ftate  it  at  ten  millions  annually.  On  the-  other  hand  it  ap- 
peared from  the  evidence  of  Air.  Irving,  that  the  balance 
derived  from  our  commerce,  and  from  our  Eaft  and  ^^'cil 
India  fettlcm?;nts  and  filhefles,  had  been  confiderably  more 
than  equal  to  the  drain  above  ilatcJ.  The  expl|anati<i>ns 
given  by  M;-.  Irving  were  fo  accurate,  and  fo  intjellrgent, 
that  they  required  ho  collateral  fiipporj ;  bat  there  happened 
in  this  inftancc,  to  be  a  circumftancc  of  irrefragable  .telU- 
mony  in  their  favour.  All  the  foreign  rcmittanpee  had  beeti 
difcharged;  the  current  balance  due  to  the  cour^tfy  upoijk 
its  long  credit,  was  increafed  by  our  increa fed  commerce  ; 
and  at  the  clofe  of  fo  mon  entou^  an  operation,  thjg  courfo 
of  exchange  was  fo  high,  that  money  was  now  flowing  in 
a  full  tide  into  the  kingdom.  But  what  was  the  farther  im- 
ference?  the  foreign  remittances,  of  the  current  year,  by 
the  a6lu:il  circumftances  of  the  war  upon  the. continent  \  by* 
the  meafurcs  taken  to  reduce  the  expences  in  our  iiJands ; 
and  by  the  bountiful  fupply  of  grain  which  providence  had 
given  to  us,  may  be  conlidercd  as  reduced  to  the  extent 
of  five  or  fix  millions  :  and  yv  t  the  current  balance  of  our 
commerce  remains  without  probable  diminution,  Qn  the 
contrary  there  is  reafon  to  believe,  if  we  are  true  to  our- 
felves,  if  we  i'lave  the  fenfe  and  fpirit  to  fee  and  to  maintain 
our  own  cflential  Intercfts,  that  our  commerce  will  this  year 
be  more  flonrifhinir  than  ever. 

I.t..\va$  with  reluflance  that  he  quitted  thiif  part  of  his 
fubjeil.  He  might  perhaps  find  oc.aiion  to  revert  to  it  in 
tbe  prrfent  feilion.  He  was  foliciious,  that  the  country 
(hould  know  its  own  means  and  refor.rcis.  A  juft  c(.nfa- 
dence  in  thofe  means  .and  refourcc^,  with  ciwrgy,  order, 
and  flcadin'jll:  in- the  pubiic  condudl,  c  uld  not^  fail  t<x' 
I  clcvat^ 
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elevate  us  above- all  prefent  idiffi^MltieSy  and  toilead  to  the 
aitainment  of  a  (ecure  and  honourable  peace. 

The  Dake  of  Leeds  rofe  to  apologife  to  the  noble  Lord 
for  having  interrupted  hisn ;  and  although  it  had  not  been 
his  intention  to  h%ve  taken  any  part  in  the  debate,  as  he 
was  upon  his  legs>  he  mud  fay,  he  felt  the  utmoft  fatis- 
fa£iion,  and  congratulated  the  Houfe  on  »the  favourable 
defcription  of  the  iituation  of  the  country,  given  by  the  noble 
Earl  who  fpoke  fecond  in  the  debate,  and  the  noble  Lord 
who  fpoke  laft.  He  muft,  howcvvr,  be  allowed  to  fay,  that  it 
was  a  matter  deeply  to  be  lamented,  that  there  (liould  be  any 
mifunderiianding  or  difpute  between  the  Government  and 
the  Bank*  He  gave  this  as  the. opinion  of  a  fnTiple  indivi- 
dual ;  for  fuch,  perhaps,  he  might  be  thought  in  every  con- 
(IruiElion  of  the  words.  He  had  no  party  connexion,  nor 
had  he  ever  been,  or  ever  would  be  factious,  but  was  a  fin- 
cere  welUwifher  to  his  country,  and  would  fupport  thofe 
who  would  ferve  it  beft.  UnconneSed  alfo  as  he  was  with 
his  Majefty's  prefent  Minifters,  he  had  a  grat  perfonal  re- 
fpeft  for' mod  of  them  ;  but  he  muft  think  it  a  melancholy 
mortifMii;  fo#  his  country,  that  the  di feuding  of  the  cau fes  of 
tbe-necedity  for  ifFuing  the  order  of  Council,  fliouid  have 
calleil.foirth<fuch  arguments  as  he  had  heard ;  and  that  fpecial 
pleading,  as  it  were,  fliould  have  been  found  neceflary  in 
both  Houfes  of  Parliament  to  defend  the  iduing  of  the 
order  ;  and  furety  it  was  not  a  little  extraordinary,  and 
pMnewhat  drange,  that  the  noble  Duke  fliould  come  forward 
with  what  might  be  confidered  as  an  oppofition  motion, 
grounded  upon  the  very  documents  that  afforded  thofe  who 
oppofed  it  a  fund  of  reafoning  againd  it.  He  thought  the 
time  of  ParliaRlent  ought  not  to  be  waded  in  lidening  to 
fpecial  p'eading ;  but  as  the  country  was  confclTedly  In  a 
very  difficult  fuuation, . their  united  efforts  fliould  be  em- 
ployed in  endeavouring  to  extricate  it. 

Earl  Strange  (Duke  of  Athol)  faid,  he  had  read  the 
Kpoi^:With  all  theattention  he  was maAer  of,  and  confidered 
it  as  affording  a  clear,  fatisfadlory,  and  conclufive  evidence, 
that  no  blame  was  afcribeable  to  the  Chancellor  of  the  £x- 
cliequer  for  his  conduft  with  regard  to  the  Bank  ;  and  that 
the  ncccflity  for  iffuirig  the  order- of  Council,  a  rofe  from 
various  unavoidable  cau  fes.  He  had  lidcned  to  the  argu- 
ments of  the  noble  Duke  that  day,  -and  nothing  that  he  had 
heard  from  him  had*  in  the  fmalled  degree  fllaken  or  altered 
his  opinion*     Indeed,  if  that  had  been  the  cafe,  the  very 

able 
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,  abb  and  'intelligent  fpecch  of  the^  noUe  Earl  who  tnoved 
the  previous  queiHon;  would  havef  convinced  him,  that  the 
opinion  he  had  formed  from  an  attentive  perlifal  of  the  re- 
port was  well  founded,  he  fbould  therefore  vote  for  the  pre- 
vious queftion,  and  not  for  the  noble  Duke's  refohition 
which  was  a  trueifmy  unnecelFary  tq^  voted  ;^  but  before  he 
fat  down»  he  could  not  help  exprefling  his  feelings  at  the 
violent  language  of  the  noble  Duke  in  the  conclufion  of  his 
fpeech,  a  fort  of  language  which  he  was  perfuaded  the  noble 
Duke  in  the  moment  of  cool  refleftion  would  himfcif  ad- 
mit to  be  highly  improper,  and  fuch  as  that  Houfe  ought 
not  to  have  heard.  He  haH  been  himfelf  fd  much  hurt 
at  the  opprobrious  exprcffions  applied  to  him  and  other 
jioble  Lords'  that'  he  had  taken  dov^n  the  noble  Duke*s 
words  at  the  time,  and  was  going  to -call  him  to  order.  He 
was  glad  now  that  he  was  cooler,  that  he  had  not  given  way 
to  his  warmth,  but  was  he  to  be  termed  *•  a  flave  to  corrup- 
tion and  venality,"  becaufe  he  had  the  misfortune  toenteftain 
political  opinions  different  from  thofe  of  thfe  noble  Duke. 
The  noble  Duke  wo'.»M  not  he  was  perfuaded  have  ufed 
fuch  language  in  any  other  place,  nor  would  he  had  have 
thought  himfelf  warranted  to  ufe  it  in  a  private  coifij^afty. 
In  which  he  was  at  the  time  prefent.  Surely  therefore  the 
fame,  regard,  decorum  and  refpeS  was  due  to  their  Lord- 
ibips  in  general,  who  were  free  to  ententain  whatever  poli- 
tical fcntiments  their  own  judgments  dire&cd. 

The  Duke  of  Bedford  rofe  to  reply  to  the  arguments  that 
had  been  urged  againll  his  refolution.  With  regard  to  what 
had  juft  fallen  from  the -noble  Earl  near  him,  he  aiUired 
that  noble  Earl  he  meant  no  perfonalitv  to  him  or  any 
other  noble  Lord ;  when  he  did  intend  to  be  pcrfohal,  he 
would  take  care  to  make  himfelf  clearly  underitood.  Oo 
the  prefent  occafion  he  had  Paid  at  tht^  conclufion  of  his 
fpeech,  that  it  might  be  thought  he  exceeded  the  bounds 
of  moderation,  but  that  he  was  unable  to  fnpprefs  his 
feelings,  he  felt  it  to  be  hi*s  <luty  to  deplore  an  acquiefcence 
that  could  not  be  juditied  by  reafon,  and  that.wa«  fo  fatal  to 
the  ccHmtry.  The  Duke  faid,  he  had  before  l>«cn  charged 
with  having  done  all  the  mifchief  at  Portfmolith,  and  he 
now  found  he  was  charged  with  having  arreded  the  arm  of 
juttice,  and  favcd  a  culprit  from  trial  and  punfOittient,  by 
calling  upon  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  to  be  examin- 
t^  as  a  witnefs.  He  referred  again  to:  the  evidence  of  Mr. 
Giles,  Mr.  Raikes,  and  Mr.  Bofanquer,  to  fhew  that  they 
clearly  undcrftood  the  Chancellor  of  the   Exchequer,  that 

neither 
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neither  loan  nor  advances  were  to  be  made  to  the  Emperor 
without  their  previous  knowledge,  and  he  re-aflerted  that  for 
the  whole  of  the  laft  two  years  the  declarations U hat  they 
made,  and  the  warnings  they  gave  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, ought  to  have  determined  him  from  the  drain  of 
cafh  from  the  Bank,  which  had  brought  on  the  calamity  of 
the  ftoppage  of  payments. 

Lord  GrenvUle  in  a  moft  able  fpeech  and  of  confiderable 
length  contended  that  if  the  Ciianceilor  of  the  Exchequer 
faad  given  any  aflurance  to  the  Governor  and  Diredlors  of  the 
Bank,  that  no  advances  ihould  be  made  to  the  Emperor 
without  their  previous  concurrence,  that  it  would  not  have 
been  what  the  noble  Duke  had  called  it,  the  government 
taking  the  diredion  of  the  affairs  of  the  Bank  of  England 
into  their  own  hands,  but  it  would  have  been  in  fadl  a  fur- 
render  of 'the  fundions  of  Government  into  the  hands  of  the 
Bank.  Nothing  fo  prepofterous  however  was  done.  The 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  might  perhaps  have  over- 
looked the  word  advances  \n  the  application  of  the  Bank^ 
with  refpe^  to  the  knowledge  of  any  new  loan,  and  an* 
fwered  them  generally  that  he  (hould  communicate  the 
matter  to  them  without  its  being  ever  made  a  queftion  that 
government  iliouid  l)e  in  any  degree  retrained  in  private  re- 
mittances to  the  Emperor,  or  other  foreign  power ;  and  ac- 
curdingly  Mr.  Raikes  faid  in  his  evidence,  that  it  was  never 
meant  of  fmall  fums  to  the  amdunt  of  50  or  ioo,oool  The 
whole  of  this  evidence  alfo,  it  was  to  be  recolle<51cd,  .was 
.made  4jp  of  minutes  of  converfations  ma<Je  by  the  Governor 
and  Direftors  ;  and  he  doubted  whether  fuch  a  report  of  a 
gentleman's  words,  which  had  never  bee u  fubmitted  to  him, 
ought  to  be  received  as  good  and  fubftanaal  evidence.  There 
was  no  one  fa£t  to  prove  that  the  advances  to  the  Emperor 
h«id  either  occafioned  a  run  upon  the  Bank,  afFeded  the  Ex- 
changes, or  injured  the  credit  of  the  country.  The  Exchange 
had  rifen  in  our  favour  during  the  advances;  and  taking 
the  public  circulation,  as  a  noble  Earl  had  ftated  it  to  be,  at 
c4,ooo,oooi.  the  private  paper  mufl  be  at  leaft  double  that 
fum,  fo  that  to  imagine  that  a  remittance  of  between 
ooo,oool.  and  1,000, cool,  could  alFcd  the  country  out  of  a 
circulation  of  ioo,coo,oool.  was  ridiculous.  His  Lord(hip 
faid,  there  was  fomething  fo  monftrous  and  extravagant  iit 
the  propofition  of  a  noble  Earl  (X^ord  Guildford),  that  the 
Bank  ihould  by  way  of  increafiog  their  credit,  on  a  given 
morning  (hut  up  their  doors  and  end  their  concerns,  that  he 

could 
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could  not  fiippofe  he  was  fcrious  in  fuggcfting  it,'  becaufe  it 
was  evident  that  fiich  an  extraordinary  ftep  would  crA  in  the 
fiibverfion  of  the  Government  and  the  ruin  of  the  country. 
Having  taken  notice  of  feveral  of  the  moft  cflfential  argu- 
ments advanced  in  fupport  of  the  noble  Duke's  firing  of 
motions,  his  Lordftiip  faid,  he  could  fay  a  great  deal  upon 
a  variety  of  other  fubordinate  points,  which  were  ex- 
tremely eafy  to  be  refuted  ;  but  confidcring  the  late  hour  of 
the  night,  and  the  very  able  and  convincing  arguments  of  his 
noble  friends,  the  noble  Earl  him  (Lord  Liverpool)  and  his 
other  noble  friend  (Lord  Auckland),  he  did  not  deem  it  ne- 
ceflary  to  trefpafs  longer  on  their  Lordfiiips  time  ;  he  would 
only  detain  them  by  obferving,  that  the  noble  Duke  was,  he 
believed,  the  firft  noble  Lord,  who  had  ventured  to  attack  the 
veracity  « »f  a  report  of  a  Secret  Committee  appointed  from 
among  rhemfelves,  and  charge  it  with  being  drawn  with  a 
view  deiignedly  to  conceal  the  truth,  to  deceive  and  delude 
the  Houfe,  and  to  ikreen  the  guilty  from  cenfure  and  punifii- 
ment.  No  man  had  before  prefumed  to  treat  a  report  of  9 
Committee  of  noble  Lords  of  the  higheft  rant,  and  of  the 
firft  charaScr,  with  fo  much  indecency.  His  charges  how- 
ever recoiled  upon  himfeif.  With  regard  to  the  violent  lan- 
guage, the  grofs  inveftive  and  the  extraordinary  exprcflions 
with  which  he  had  loaded  the  conclufion  of  his  fpecch,  it 
would  be  unncceffary  for  him  to  fay  much  on  that  head,  as 
the  noble  Duke  had  received  a  deferved  and  fevere  reproof 
already  from  the  noble  Earl  (Lord  Strange)  upon  the  fame 
bench,  but  he  muft  tell  the  noble  Duke  that  however  fit 
fuch  epithets  and  fuch  language  might  be  for  his  audiences 
in  Palace-yard  and  elfewhere,  there  were  extremely  unfit  to 
be  uttered  before  their  Lordfliips  afTembled  in  Parliament,  or 
indeed  in  any  other  affembly  of  honourable  men.  It  was  not 
a  new  thing  for  the  noble  Duke  to  aflbmed  it  as  aa  un- 
deniable fai£l,  that  all  the  talents,  all  the  judgment,  all  the 
truth,  all  the  integrity,  all  the  virtue,  all  the  public  fpirit, 
and  all  the  patriotifm  to  be  found  in  that  Houfe  and  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  was  confined  to  himfelf,  the  fix  or  eight 
noble  Lords  who  aSed  with  him,  and  about  fifty  or  fixty 
gentlemen  in  the  other  Houfe  of  Parliament,  and  that  the 
majority  of  both  Houfes,  and  indeed  the  majority  of  the 
Whole  body  of  the  people  of  England  who  fupported  the 
war,  were  devoid  of  all  principle,  actuated  by  motives  that 
were  bafe  and  mean,  and  the  abje£l  and  venal  flaves  of  his 
Majefty's  Minifters. 

The 
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Tke  DqI^  of  it^^^^n/  faid,  that  poffil^Ix  the  nobte  SeCMtar j 
of  State  might  think  h«  had  reproved  him  feverely^  ftt  kail 
from  his  voice  and  manner  he  feemcd  to  think  fo.  The 
noble  Secretary  however  was  miftaken,  he  had  not  felt  it  to 
be  a  fevere  reproof,  and  at  long  as  he  exifted,  he  fhould  hold 
it  his  dutj  to  declare  his  fentimcnts  on  public  ma.tter&  witht 
freedom^  equsdly  regardlefs  of  the  noble  Secretary's  repre* 
heniioni  dr  hts  mifieprefcntation.  It  was  no  feature  of  htsf 
charadler  to  arrogate  to  himfelf  any  peculiar  title  to  thq 
confidence  of  his  country ;  but  he  Ihould  ill  deferve  the  claim 
either  of  honefty  or  fpirit,  if  he  fhould  be  deterred  from  the 
difcharge  of  his  duty  by  any  confiderations  of  refped  for  the 
feelings  of  the  Secretary  of  State.  The  language  he  had 
held,  and  the  terms  he  had  applied  to  the  fupport  which 
Miniftcrs  had  received  in  that  Hoofe  and  elfewhere,  through 
the  whole  of  thejr  criminal  and  difaftrous  career,  was  dilat- 
ed by  an  imperious  fenfe  of  hrs  duty ;  and  he  would  always 
be  ready  to  maintain  it,  and  fo  far  was  he  from  conceiv- 
ing that  there  was  no  virtue  in  Parliament,  he  thought  there 
was  a  great  deal  in  that  Houfe,  and  a  great  deal  of  virtue  in 
the  Houfe  of  Commons.  There  was  alfo  a  great  deal  of 
virtue  in  the  people,  as  was  evident  from  their  general  dif- 
approbation  of  the  mcafures  of  his  Majefty's  Minifters. 

The  Earl  of  Guildford  xok  to  fpeak  in  explanation  of  oner 
or  two  points  in  his  former  fpeech,  and  in  particular  with 
regard  to  what  he  had  faid  of  the  Bank  fhutting  their  doors, 
which  he  obvioufly  had  not  thrown  out  as  a  fertous  pfopofi- 
tton. 

The  previous  queftion  was  then  put,  on  each  of  the  feries 
of  refolutions,  and  carried  in  the  negative. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Monday,  A%  15.. 

Mr.  Douglas  reportied  from  the  Commttlee  appointed  to 
confider  the  petition  complaining- of  an  undue  eledion  for  the 
borough  of  Maidftone, —  <  Tm  Oliver  de  Lanctyy  Efy.  the 
fitting  member,  was  duly  elc^ed ;  and  that  the  petition  of 
certain  eledors  againft  his  return,  and  the  oppofition  to  the 
petition,  were  not  frivolous  or  vexatious.** 

The  Loa^  Difcount  bill  was  read  a  fecond  time. 

Snipham,  Barnby,  and.  Ditton  Inclofure  bilhi  were  read 
m  tl(ird  time  and  pafled. 

Vol.  III.  1797.  S  THx^ 
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The  order  of  the  day  on  the  bill  for  granting  additional 
duty  on  (lamps,  was  deferred  to  Thurfday. 

PARISH  LECTURERS. 

Mr.  Alderman  Lujhington  having  obtained  leave,  prefented 
a  petition  on  behalf  of  the  Evening  Lef^urers  in  the  metro- 
polis, dating  that  their  prefent  fubfiftence  w^s  from  volun- 
tary fiibfcfiptions  and  parifh  rates,  the  payment  of  which 
cotild  not  be  inforced  by  law,  that  they  ran  the  hazard  of  be- 
ing left  without  fupport,  praying  that  the  Houfe  would  take, 
their  cafe  into  confideration,  and  make  for  them  fuch  pro- 
vifion  as  to  Its  wifdom  fhould  feem  meet. 

Mr.  Baker  faid,  however  proper  it  might  be  confidered, 
that  the  petitioners  Ihould  have  the  relief  they  folicited,  it 
ought  not  to  be  granted  if  it  was  toencreafe  the  burthens  on 
the  parifhes. 

Mr*  Alderman  Lujhington  faid,  that  the  intended  regular 
tions  would  not  be  any  additional  burthen  to  the  pariflies. 
The  provifion  made  for  the  Leflurers  was  at  prefent  very 
uncertain,  and  it  was  only  intended  that  that  provifion  fhoilld 
not  depend  altogether  upon  the  will  of  the  pariihoners. 

Mr.  Baker  wiftied  to  know  whether  the  regulations  pro- 
pofed  would  have  the  eiFed  of  burthening  the  pari(hes  ?  He 
had  no  objedion  to  the  increafe  of  their  falaries,  but  he  did 
not  think  it  proper  that  any  additional  burthen  ihould  be. 
thrown  upon  the  parifhe^  for  this  objed. 

Mr.  Mainwaring  had  no  objedion  to  increaflng  the  peti* 
tioners  falaries,  provided  the  addition  was  not  made  out  gf 
any  parochial  funds  ;  if  it  was,  he  would  oppofe  it,  as  they 
were  already  much  too  oppreffive. 

Mr.  Lujhington  faid,  he  was  convinced  that  when  the  mea* 
fure  came  to  be  difcufled  in  a  Committee  every  obje&ion 
would  be  done  away. 

Mr.  Ifilherforce  faid,  it  was  ccrtartainly  of  advantage  to 
the  intereft  of  religion  that  the  fituation  of  its  Minillers 
Ihould  be  rendered  independent  by  fixed  ftipends.  Whatever 
grounds  of  objedlion  tliere  might  be  to  the  meafure,  a  fuf- 
ficient  opportunity  of  difcufling  them  would  occur  ia  the 
Committee. 

The  petition  was  referred  to  a  Committee. 

The  bill  for  allowing  an  additional  bonus  to  the  fubfcribers 
to  the  late  loan  for  A  millions,  was  read  a  fecond  time  and 
ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  Conunittee  of  the  whole  HouGs 
on  Thurfday  next.  7 

WAST& 
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WASTE  LANDS. 

The  bill  for  inclofing  the  Wafte  Lands  in  England  was 
read  a  fecond  time,  and  committed. 

Sir  ^ohn  Sinclair  moved,  that  the  bill  for  enabling  pcrfons 
to  enclofe  certain  wafte  lands  without  applying  tp  Parjia-, 
menty  be  read  a  fecond  time. 

Mr.  Powis  faid,  he  thought  both  this  and  the  preceding 
bill  very  omedionable.  He  flated  this  now,  that  his  being 
prefent  at  the  fecond  reading  without  oppoiing  it^  ntight^pt 
give  rife  to  the  fuppofition  that  he  would  not  oppofe  the  bill 
10  its  future  (lages. 

The  bill  was  read  a  fecond  time,  and  committed.  ' 

INDIA  company's  oath  BILL. 

Mr.  Metcaif  moved  "the  order  of  the  day  for  the  fecond 
reading  of  the-  bill  to  empower  tho  Direftors  of  the  Eaft- 
India  company,  to  adminifter  certain  oaths  to  owners  and 
commanders  of  fliips,  &c.  in  their  fervice. 

Mr.  //.  .Browne  oppofed  the  principle  of  the  bill,  upor^ 
the  general  ground  of  impolicy,  in  multiplying  oaths  unnen 
ceflarajr,  &c. 

'  lllr.  PFUberforce  was  ngainft  the  bill,  on  the  ground  that  it 
prppofed  to  multiply  oaths,   which  were  already  too  fre-^ 

?ncDt)y  and  veiy  improperly  adminiftered  in  this  country^ 
ddep^udent  of  the  immoral  tendency  of  unneceflarily  tnul- 
tiplying  oaths^  he  thought  the  prefent  bill  particularly  ob- 
jediotiable,  in  propofing  to  ena<El  that  perfons  Oioold  (wear 
they  had  no  intereft  in  cafes  where  it  was  evident  they  muft 
have  an  intered  ;  and  above  all,  becaufe.no  punifliment  could 
be  infli£lcd  for  perjury'*. 

Mr.  Fox  faid,  he  had  fomc  times  entertained  the  thought 
of  offering  to  Parliament  fome  general  regulation  upon  the 
fubjed  of  multiplying  oaths.  He  thought  that  no  man  ought 
to  be  made  to  take  an  oath,  unlefs  where  the  taking  of  a  falfe 
one  were  attended  with  penalty, 

Mr.  Metcalfe  explained,  a;)d  Sir  Richard  Hill  faid  a  few 
Wordi  a^ainft  the  bill. 

The  motion  for  tl>e  fecond  reading  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Hawiins  Broivne  then  moved,  that  the  bill  be  read  a 
lecond  time  that  day  four  months.^ — Ordered.  , 

SLAVE   TRADE, 

Mr.  Wilherforce  rofe  to  make  his  promlfed  motion  for  thq 
S  2  abolitioa 
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abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade.  He  faid,  that  as  the  fubjeA 
^•was  one  which  had  fo  often  engaged  the  attention  of  the 
Houfe,  he  fliouid  only  be  wafting  their  time  were' he  to  of- 
fer any  argumentsto  induce  them  to  agree  to  the  motion  he 
had  to  propofe.  Were  the  Houfe  once  brought  to  a  fenfe 
of  what  it  owed  to  humanity,  to  jtittice,  and  to  Wigion,  no 
arguments  from  him  would  be  neceflary  in  order  to  convince 
ikieta  of  the  propriety  of 'aboliihing  ^his  horrid  t«ffic.  '  He 
lamented  that  he  faw  fo  thin  an  attendance  upon  a  ^i^lKoii 
of  fuch  importance.  It  was  aftonifliing  tha(  this  ftibjeft 
Jhmiid  have  been  fo  often  agitated  without  prodiicing  the^dfc 
fed  that  had  been  defired.  It  appeared  that  in  pfopotti(n\  a$ 
the  underftanding  of  the  Houfe  had  been  enlightcntd  with 
regard  to  the  pra&ice  of  this  horrid  trade,  they  had  fuffered 
their  hearts  to  be  hardened  againft  giving  relief.  H«  alluded 
to  the  refolution  of  the  Hou£  for  aboli(hing  the  Slave  'tt^dcj 
tvhich,  however,  they  had  not  thought  proper  to  enforce ;  i 
ci^cutnflknce  ^hich  he  was  afraid  would,  to  foreign  nations^ 
appear  a  difgrs^ce'  to  the  Britilh  charaSer.  He  therefore 
iaTled  upon  the  Houfe,  as  they  valued  their  charader  and 
their  honour,  to  atone  for  this  negleA  of  their  duty,,  '^  An 
honourable  Gentleman  had  brought  forward  a  motion  before 
the  laft  recefs,  which  he  thought  calculated  to  promote  the 
'  amelioration  of  the  condition  of  the  flaves  in  the  Weft-In- 
dies. He  begged  the  Houfe  to  confider  that  motion  whicfc 
t&ey  had  already  agreed  to.  The  Addrefs  to  his  Mtjefty 
proppfed  that  Coloriial  AflTemblies  (hould  pafs  laws  for.ipa- 

{ roving  the  fituation  of  the  flaves ;  but  any  regulations  mad^ 
y  the  Weft-India  Proprietors  muft  be  nugatory  until  they 
iavii  an  intereft  in  encouraging  marriage  among  the  Afri* 
c^ns,  and  that  kind  of  domeftic  happinefs  which  could  alone 
encreafe  their  population  in  the  Weit- Indies,  and  render  the 
ftpportation  ofthem  unneceiFary.  Nothing  but  the  abolition 
6f  the  Slave  Trade  could  introduce  this  principle  of  intereft. 
The  planter  would  then  be  con^^inced  that  he  muft  be  ruined 
if  he  did  not  take  care  of  thofe  by  whofe  labour^  he  was  en- 
riched. He'had  heard  that  fince  the  fubjeft  of  the.Slave 
Trade  was  agitated  in  that  Houfe,  the  importation  of  flaves 
from  the  Afric2(n  coaft  had  diminifiied,  This  di^imi*- 
tion,  he  was  convinced,  mtjft  refult  from  the  greater  atten- 
tion which  was  now  paid  by  the  planters  to  the  promoting 
pf  marriage  among  the  flaves.  The  prefent  queftion  had 
been  often  brought  forward ;  ^and  at  periods  when  the  coun- 
'trjr.  wa$  under  very  different  circuraftanccs.    frofperity  was 

fM4 
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fyid  to  harden  the  heart  \  but  if  there  were  any  who  thought 
th^  mc^r^nt  a*  tiinie,  ot  difficultyy  let  them  recoiled,  that 
whatever  thpir  feelings  of  forrow  may  be,  they  are  far  fliprt 
of  what  they  themfelvcs  are  daily  producing  on  the  coaft  of 
Africa*  All  thinking  men  out  of  that  Hodfe  were  fuiy 
prifed  that  the.Lcgiflature  ihould  fandtion  fuch  proceedings. 
The  continuance  of  the  Slave  Trade  could  only  be  fupportei 
by  intoleffaWe  ix^lfiflinefs.  Every  thing  in  this  country' ha^ 
been  made  to  yield  to  a  commercial  fpirit.  He  thought  the 
country  was  now  fufTerW  from  that  fpirit  having  been  car« 
xied  too  far.  Thus  Providence  often  avenged  its  caufe.  He 
concluded  by  reading  the  two  following  motions : 

«*  T^c  JMvf  be  gi i^a  ^  bring  Hi  •  BiU  for  thf  abolkioii  «f  Um  Slave  Trade  m 
a  time  to  be  limited. " 

.  ^  Tjuc  the  Hooie  ^  f¥>w  f  ^olve  itfelf  into  «  CommitM  to  coft^der  of  tbe 
a^-e  moiioo.*'  ,.     ; 

The  Speaiir  pot  the  queftion  on  the  laft  motion^ 

Mr.  EJMs  oppofed  the  motion.'  He  faid  00  new  arguments 
hlHi  been  ufed  to  induce  tiw  Hdufe  to  ^ree  to.  it.  If  Ast 
Slave  Trade  were  aboli(faed,  an  illicit  tra&:  would  becftabli^ 
Aed  in  the  Aead  of. the  legal  and  well  regulated  trade  which 
M  profimt  exifted.  It  was  imprqxr  to  argue  that  the  Shnre 
Trade  was  injurious  to  Africa.  Gentlemen  had  not  fufficient 
knowledge  of  fa^s  to  proye  that  it  was  difadvantageous  to  that 
C9Duotr]f .  if  the  vagrants  who  committed  depredations  in  this 
oi-ergrown  metropolis  were  to  be  periodically  exported  ;  he  bc«> 
lieved  few  would  oonfider  that  agreat  national  calamity.  Per- 
haps Africa  received  tbe  faoie  kind  of  benefit  from  the  Slate 
Trade  as  this  country  did  from  Botany  B^iy. 

Mr.  Hcblmf§  fupported  the  motion*  Accprding  tp  his 
judgment  there  could  be  nothing  fo  infamous,  as  a  trade  is 
jMiman  blood,  it  was  that  fort  of  traffic  which  admitted  of 
po  modification^  It  was  as  inccnfiftent  with  found  policy  as 
it  was  repugnant  to  humanity  and  juftice^  nor  did  he  fee 
nay  reafon  why  thofe  who  embarked  in  it  fliould  have  any 
indemnification  for  their  loHcs ;  for  every  perfon  who  em^ 
barked  in  any  trade  did  fo  with  all  the  hazards  that  belonged 
to  it,  and  the  Legiflature  bad  a  right  to  put  an  end  to  that 
trade  for  the  general  good.  He  was  perfedly  convinced  of 
the  practicability  of  the  abolitiqn  of  the  African  Slave  Tjrade^ 
und  therefore  he  (hould  heartily  fupport  the  motion. 

Mr*  MfirUn  did  not  confider  this  propofition  as  a  mere  mat^. 
fer  of  ^oa|alB;ci$^  pxperimedt,  bMt  as  an  act  c^  eternal  juf- 
»ice, 

Mr. 


T4»  W5o6frALt'S  PAULtAMENTARy'rEPORTS/  '  [Cokiicmi, 

'  Mt;  SfweHS^okc  at'  fonie  length  agaitift  the  motiori;  by 
iadopting  which,,  he  faid,  the  Houfe  \<^ould  act  inccJnflftcntly 
.With  the  refolhtion  it  had  coitie  to  "a'  (hort  tirtie  before  th<5 
E^r  holidays,  by  yhlch  the  aflimblies  of  the  Wcft-Iridii 
"Colortics  were  to  b6  addfeflfed  on  the  fubject  of  improyifig  the 
•fitiiaiion  of  the  flaye's.  If' the  African  trade  was  aboliihed 
^y  England,  it  woirfd'be  immediately  taken  np  by  Spain. 
Indeed,  that^Cotrrt  was  at  prefcnt  enconrajfing  both  its  owii 
Tubjeet*^  ind  foreigners  to  imroduce  ne^oocs  irom  Africa  ini- 
to  fts  h)lonies  in  theiWeft-Indifes,  And- from  this  fource  th6 
Bfiiilh  iflands  wtuild'bc  fupplied.  The  tfade  would  cfertainl^ 
ctafc  in  ihc  cin«WV  of  V^irhe  ;''btn  that  could  not  bt  uhtil  all 
the  l&nds  belonging  ti^  the  planters  were  in  a  ftate  of  cul- 
tivation. * 
•  •'  Mir.  fV.Shihh  urged  very  forcible  ^irgtimcnts  for  the  aboli- 
tion of  the  trade.  He  obferved  that  it  had  continued  for  up* 
wards  of  a  ceritwry  anW  a'half  in  theiilafKi  of  Jarhaica,  which 
mvc^  'not  yet  abov'e  half  cultivated,  and  if  w«  were  to  go 
Dn  vvnth.thc-  injportati  o  of  negroes-  until  the  whole  Wai 
^.iAtrratcd,  another  century  and  a  half  Would  be  taken  op 
jn  the  gradual  abolition.  In  fiiort  if^  the  Slave  Trade  was 
.  aiot  to  cftafe  till  all  the  wafle  Jands  oi  the  colonies  ihould  be 
jcultivated^  the  abolition  would  never  be  perceived  even  by 
"Oilr  remoJeft  pofterity.  After  taking  notice  of  the  incf- 
ficacy  of  the  pcoviGons  already  made  for  the  amelioration  of 
4he  (laves,  he  concluded  with  fupporting  the  motion. 
-  Colonel  G^^w^fffoppofed  the  intended  bilL  He  alfo-ftatcd 
tharthe  merchaiits,  who  had  been  (ligmatizcd  with  the  epi- 
thets inhuman,  cruel,  &c.  conduded  themfelves  in  a  very 
^iflfeflent  manner  ?  for  at  Liverpool,  a  meeting  was  called 
in  which  it-was  fcfolved,  that  no  fhip  (hoyld  be  allowed 
to  clear  oirt,  whofe  captain  and  owners  had  not  entered  into 
an  «£|gagement  under  a  penalty  of  loool.  that  they  w^uld 
fulfil  every  part  of  the  act  which  had  been  palTed  for  the 
regulation  of  the  Middle  Paflage,  even  after  that  lict  had 
expired. 

i  -  The  Chancellor  of  tbt  Exchequer  denied  that  the  mottofi 
then  before  the  Houfe  was  inconfifteni  with  the  refulutioil 
which  had  pnfieii  fome  time  l)efore.  On  the  contrary,  they 
J)oth  led  to  the  very  fa^ne  end,  though  they  might  diffi^r  ii\ 
the  means  of  accomplifhing.it.  The  motion  of  his  honourable 
Priend  looked  to  a  gradual  abolition,  which  would  be  for« 
warded  by  any  internal' reghUtions  which  Aiould  be  adopted 
by  itie  Colonial  Legiflaturcsi  in  confcquence  of  the  Addrefs  of 
:  that 
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that  Houfe.  With  rcfpeft  to  waiting  till  all  the  lands  in  the 
Colonios.were  cultivated,  it  Was  the  fame  thing  as  founding  a 
new  Negro  colony,  arid  thd  objeft  of  abolition  would  never 
be  acconplifhed  by  waiting  for  Tuch  an  event.  In  that  very 
ftatemenc  he  found  an  admiifion,  that  in  fome  parts  of  the  Co- 
lonies which  were  well  cultivated,  the  neceflity  of  importation 
did  not  exift.  A  circumdance  he  was  glad  to  hear,  becaufe 
by  that  means  it  appeared  that  there  was  no  want  of  population 
in  the  old  and  well  cultivated  Colonies.  With  refpeft  to  an 
adl  of  the  Britifti  Parliament  not  being  able  to  prevent  fmug- 
gling,  he  would  afk  if  the  example  of  this  country  could  do' 
nothing?  But  if  the  Houfe  thought  the  trade  was  one  whicby 
on  the  principles  of  juflice  and  humanity  ought  to  be  put  an 
end  to,  fo  far  at  leaft  as  not  to  be  fan£lioncd  by  Parliament ; 
would  they,  becaufe  it  could  not  be  prohibited  /«  ioto  hold  out 
encouragement  to  it  ?  Was  there  no  difE?rencc  lietween  a  prohi* 
Kted  and  aprote6ted  trade?  It  was  totheencouragementof  Parlia- 
ment that  the  trade  owed  its  exiftence ;  it  Was  only  by  the  difcour- 
agement  of  Parliament  then,  that  it  mufl  be  difcontinued.  Un- 
der this  view  of  the  fubjedl,  he  muft  vote  as  he  had  done  o|i 
every  former  bccafion  for  his  honourable  Friend's  proportion. 
He  would  juft  add,  that  as  far  as  the  prefent  was  a  queftion  of 
policy,  he  conceived  that  the  future  fafcty  of  the  iflands  them- 
felves  was  a  iufficient  reafon  to  induce  Gentlemen  to  vote  for 
die  abolition. 

Mr.  Bryan  Edwards  ftrenuoufly  oppofed  the  motion,  and 
hoped  that  the  hon.  Mover,  who  had  fo  often  declared,  that 
fhe  vengeance  of  heaven  would  light  on  thofe  who  fupported' 
the  trade,  would  not  on  thatoccafion  deal  out  damnation  to  him 
or  his  friends.  He  did  not  fuppole  the  honourable  Gentleman 
capable  of  bearing  falfe  witnefs  againft  his  neighbour,  but  he 
ought  not  to  have  liftened  to  the  falfe  and  fcandalous  (lories  of 
dicie  who  did  fo.  If  he  was  defirous  of  exerciiing  his  huma- 
nity; he  might  meet  many  objefts  in  this  country  ;  and  in  the 
metropolis,  he  had  nothing  to  do  but  walk,  the  ftroets,  arid  he 
would  even  meet  a  race  of  blacks  as  worthy  of  his  benevolent 
attention  as  thofe  in  the  Weft  Indies,  namely,  the  chimney 
fweepers.  The  propofition  of  thfe  honourable  Gnentleman 
was  likely  to  produce  the  greateft  mifchiefs.  The  govern- 
XDcnt  of  -France  had  been  deftroyed  by  that  country  having 
interfered  in  the  concerns  of  America.  A  Bill  for  the  aboli- 
tioD  of  thettiade  would  emancipate  the  negroes.  It  would  do 
more;  it  wonld  caofe  them  to  rife  in  infurrorfSion.  The  re- 
bellion in  St  Domingo,  as  he  could  aflert  from  his  own  know^ 

ledge. 
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ledge»  was  owing  to  the  iheafuxcs  thai  had  bieen  agitated  \i$ 
France  by  thoTe  ,who  called  themfelves  Lis  amis  dts  Noirs ,  aoci 
this  ought  to  be  a  ferioos  kfibo  to  the  Houfe. 

Mr.  Canning  fpoke  warmly  in  favour  of  the  motion 

General  TarUi$n  admitted  that  if  the  queftion  was,  whether 
the  trade  Ihould  now  commence,,  he  (houid  be  againfi  it»  but 
that  was  a  very  diflFerent  thing  fipm  faying  thajt  it  ihoufd  no«r 
be  aboliOled.  He  thought  the  time  for  doing  (o,,  or  attempt- 
ing \ty  was  extremely  dangerous.  Many  reforms  were'necef- 
fary  but  the  Weft  Indies  was  not  the  place  where  ceforms 
ought  to  begin.  He  ihould  vote  againft  this  attempt  to  aboliih 
the  trade. 

Sir  fVilUam  Toung  faid,  that  the  meafure  propofed  by  the 
honourable  Gentleman  was  a  Bill  for  enacting  a  revolution  \rt 
the  Weft  Indies,  and  he  would  not  live  in  any  country 
where  he  (hould  he  obliged  to  fubmit  to  fuch  a  law. 

Mr.  Barham  fpoke  at  couftderable  length  agatnft  the  motion^ 
and  faid,  chat  the  preCent  would  defeat  the  late  meafarc  re*> 
fo^ved  on  by  the  Houfe  \  and  it  would  be  nugatory  and  in« 
effbaoa). 

Sir  fFilliam  Dolien  obferved  on  the  merchants  having  adopts 
ed  the  meafures  of  the  Slave-carrying  Bill,  even  after  it  expir^I^ 
although  at  the  time  when  he  had  the  honour  of  prefenting 
that  Bill  to  the  Houfe  it  bad  been  as  violently  oppofcd  as  the 
motion  then  before  them ;  and  it  had  even  been  fatd,  that 
it  would  ruin  the  trade.  This  circumftance  was  the  ftrongeft 
argument  to  (hew,  that  the  abolition  would  not  he  attended 
withthofe  confequences  which  were  ftated  as  likely  to  refiik 
from  it.  He  would  therefore  urge  t)ie  fu[»porters  of  the  Slave. 
Trade  to  abolifh  it  on  their  own  principles  and  pnuSiico... 
Let  leave  he  given  to  bring  in  a  BilU  and  then  the  nannev  and 
iimitations  of  it  would  be  fettled  in  the  Committee. 

Mr.  Fox  eloquently  fupported  the  motion ;  took  no*, 
ticc  of,  and  anfwered  all  the  arguments  that  had  been  urged 
againft  it.  He  obferved,  amoogft  many  things,  that  it  waHi 
curious  to  obfeive  the  courfe  which  the  swvocates  for  the  tradii 
had  taken  from  time  to  time.  At  firftthe  Slave  Trade  was  dc»». 
fended  by  quotations  from  Holy  Writ,  and  alfo  from  dte  aiK 
tbority  of  ancient  phiblbpbers>  Ariftolk  among  the  reft.  Itwanb 
flaled  to  be  xronducive  to  the  happinefs  of  part  of  the  huimo 
race,  and  particularly  the  inhabitantsot  Africa.  That  was  now 
given  up.  The  trade  was  by  ail  defer iptions  of  men  admitbei; 
to  be  contrary  to  the  principles  of  huosaniCy.  It  was  otrtainljr 
contrary  to  comaoa  jufticc  and  to  right.    Not  mtich  husttt^ 

ever. 
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ever,  had1)een  pra£iicil)ygairied,  fornow^die  prbmdtereof  the 
trade,  finding  they  cotild  not  defend  it  upon  its  ovi^  principle^ 
hypocritically  canted  again  ft  the  principle,  but  ftiti  continued 
the  pradice,  at  leaft  fo  the  Houfe  had  a6ted  by  allowing  the 
trade  to  be  carried  on.     It  was  now  allowed  that  the  trade  was 
un}uft,  hut  the  Houfe  muft  not  try  to  put  an  end  to  that  injuftice. 
What  was  the  nature  of  thai  truth,  the  declaration  cf  which^ 
by  the  Britifh  Parliament  tended  to  evil }    This  was  like  the 
argument  that  was  urged  agaiaft  the  people  calling  for  peace; 
they  were  told,  that  a(king  for  peace  was  a  fure  way  to  con- 
tinue the  war.     Now  aflwng  for  the  abolition  of  the  African 
Trade  was  a  fare  way  to  continue  it.  Thts^was  in  other  words 
iayingy  that  plain  failingwopld  notido^  that  we  muftrtacktind 
(ail  ag^inft  the  wind,  for  that  going  direfUy  with  it  was  bad 
failing.     That  when  the  Houfe  of  Cotnmoqs  ii^ans  to  do  any 
one  tbinE,  it  rouft  .always  prpfefs  to  have  fdro^thing  elfc  in 
view.     He  diTapprpved  of  luch  policy^^n.cl  therefore  he  was^ 
friend  to  the  prefent  meafurc.     He  had  beard  it  fald  that  die 
Legiflature  of  this  country  fiiould  not  cohtroul  the  colohies, 
and  that  the  colonies  ought  to  refift.     This  reminded  him  of 
what  he  had  faid  in  the  courfe  of  two  bills  of  memorable  cha- 
ra£^er  which  had  been  pafled  into  a  law^     He  hud  faid  on  that 
occafion  fomething  of  fubmiflion  bemg  a  queftion  of  pnidenoe 
and  morality 9  and  not  of  duty.   Some  perforis  thought  he  went 
too  far,  and  efpecially  many  who  fupported  the  Slave  Trade  ;^ 
and  yet  the  advocates  for  that  trade  now  mantained  the  fame 
dodrine  in  fupport  of  that  trade.     It  w^s  Angular  enough  that 
his  principle  of  reiiftance  in  fupport  of  Liberty  at  home  was  to 
be  deemed  alarming,  anfl  that  refi^ftartce  toiaW  ^as  only  to  l?e 
called  foTtli  in  defence  of  Slavery.    Thht  we  muft  not  draw 
tftefword  in  favour  of- ottr  Liberty,  when  attacked  by  an  A£t 
of  Parliartient,  but  tlie  fwonl  was  allowed  to  be  drawi^  in  fa- 
vour of  the  African  Slave  Trade,  if  Pirrlfament  attempted  to 
abbhihit.     With  regard '  to  the  queflion  of  legiflating  for  tfee 
cbtbnies,  he  ted  notlrfficiilty  in  r^eating  what  he  had  faid  on 
JHrHier  occtifiohs,  that  if  wfc  cottW  not  continue  our  connexion 
■with  the  plantations  w^fthout'i^cAttinuJng;  a!f<^  the  Slave  Tradfe, 
4t  would  be  more  to  thfe  httnoUr,  iiiid  finally  to  the  advantage 
of  Great  Britain,  to  dtf<^ontinue'' the  toitneicion  altogether. 
Having  W^weff  the  fubjtjft*  In  all  its  pamt^  and  bear ings,  and 
tfrgedagr^at  nufhber  of  tlr^umtfnts  w^eh'4iis  ^ftfal  force,  he 
concluded  ^th  calling  on  the  Hcliife  to  (ijppJJ't  Its  honoiir. 
Which  was  deeply  pledged  upon  *ihi»^fdbje^,'*^v^-agrftMng  to 
grant  leave  to  bring  a  Bill  for  abolifniijg'a  trade *which  was 
•Vol.  ml  1797.  T  recordfcd 
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recorded  to  bo  one  that  was  trontrary  to  juftice.  The  Houfe 
divided. 

Jyes  (For  the  Motion)             ■  »■    ■"  ■  74 

Nus  (AgainEit)         -r.                    —  81 

Mojvr'ttj    8  againft 
)e^ve  to  bring  to  bring  in  the  Bill.    Adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF,  LORDS. 

Tuesday,  May  16.  .       .       - 
scots  pebrs  election. 

The  Honfe  refolvcd  itfclf  into  ai  Committee  of  Privileges 
on  the  fubjcct  of  the  Earl  of  Lauderdale  s  petition — Lord 
IVu^ngham  in  the  chair. 

*  Ni  r.  Adam  was  heard  on  behalf  of  the  noble  jpttittoner,  and 
the  Attorney  General  (in  the  abfence  of  the  Lord  Advocate)  ad^ 
drefltd  their  Lord(hip5  on  the  part  of  the  Crown,  After 
which  their  Lordfhips  ordered  that  the  fubject  be  taken  inta 
ctimfideration  on  Friday  next. 

The  Houfc  then  rtfumed,  and  the  various  bills  on.  the 
table  were  forwarded  in  their  refpective  ilageSt  After  which 
their  X'Ordfbips  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Tuesday,  May  16. 

^  Mr.  Booth  movedi  that  fo  much  of  the  minutes  of  the 
Committee  on  the  Canterbury  election  a3  related  to  the  peti- 
tion prefented  by  John  Bunyan  ECq.  be  laid  before  the  Houfe, 
which  was  granted, 

A  petition  for  leave  to  prefent  a  pttitjon  (the  period  for 
prcfenting  private  petitions  being  elapfed)  fromMr.Paloieriof 
Bath,  Rating  the  great  advantage  which  the  revenue  ot  the  poft* 
office  had  received  from  certain  improvementa^lie  had  intro- 
ducedy  and  complaining  that  the  agreement  made  with  him 
in  cafe  of  the  fuccefs  of  his  plans*  had  not  been  performi^, 
andpraying  for  relief,  &c.  was  prefented. 

The  Speahr  informed  the  Houfei  that  this  petition,  fe- 
folving  into  a  demand  for  public  money,  could  not  be  brought 
pp  without  a  recommendation  from  the  Crown.  * 

The  CkoMefOor  tf  the  Exchequer  faid,  that  cerfaialy  fuch 
was  the  nature  of  the  petition,  and  he  was  not  prepared  to 
giire  it  the  recommendatioo.    Whenever  the  fubject  of  * 

couk 
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could  be  brought  regularly  ))cfore  the  Houfe,  he  fliould  not 
object  to  the  difcuffioD. 

Mr.  Sheridan  faid,  the  rule  of  the  Houfe  ccrtliiiily  ap- 
plied. He  knew,  however,  that  the  revenue  had  beea 
greatly  ejncreafed  by  Mr.  Palmer's  improvements.  Mr.  Pal- 
mer wifhed  only  to  have  the  Cubject  inveftigated.  At  pre-' 
fent,  therefore,  he  (bould  only  move  for  a  copy  of  the  war- 
ram  of  Mr.  Palmer's  appointment,  and  whatever  other  pa- 
pen  might  afterwards  be  requifitefor  the  difcuflion  (hould  bo 
moved  tor. 

The  quedton  for  bringing  up  the  peiirton  was  withdrawn^ 
and  a  copy- t)f.  the  warrant  ordered  to  be  laid  before  the 
Houfe.  •  " 

Sir  ff.  Pubeney  gave  notice,  that  on  Thurfday  fe'nnight^ 
he  ihould  make  a  motion  for  a  new  Bank. 

ARMY   PAY. 

The  Chancelhr  of  the  Exchequer  gave  notice,  that  on  Mon- 
day next  he  Ihotild  move  certain  propofitions  for  bettering 
the  condition  of  the  army  and  militia. 

Mr.  ^  Smith  faid,  if  it  was  regular  he  wiflied  to  move 
{(^r  copies  of  the  notice  given  to  the  guards  upon  the  fubje^t 
of  the  intended  improvement  in  their  fiuiation. 

Mr.  Grey  faid,  it  was  underftood  that  a  notice  had  been 
pven  of  fuch  a  defign  in  confequence  of  the  recommenda- 
tion of  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Puke  of  York.  It  was  eafy 
to  procure  fuch  notice,  and  he  thought  it  was  proper  the 
Hoofe  to  have  it 

The  Chancellvr  •fthe  Exchequer  faid,  he  believed  there  was 
no.ollicial  notice  of  fuch  a  defign.  It  might  be  known  that 
fumething  was  in  contemplation  in  confequence  of  the  re- 
commendation of  the  Duke  of  York. 

Mr.  IVbitbread  faid  that  whether  fuch  notice  had  been 
given  Yvould  appear  from  the  Orderly  Book. 

Here  the  converfation  ended. 

FINANCES. 

Mr.  Grey  faid,  that  many  con flderat ions  would  have  ioe- 
duced  him  io  decline  troubling  the  Houfe  with  the  propofi- 
tions which  ne  now  rofc  to  piovc,  both  of  a  perfonal  nature^ 
and  becaufe  he  had  repeatedly  {^^n  the  little  intereli  withe 
which  th^  .majority  of  the  Houfe^  received  any  propofitions 
which  .came,  from  tbofe  with  whom  they  were  not  ufed  to  > 
concur.  In  determining;,  however,  to  fob^it  to  the  Houfe  « 
theBLefolutions  he  was  now  about  to  move,  be  bad  yielded  to 

T  2  the 
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tire  rcqticft  of  his  friends,  anrf  to  a  fenfe  of  what  his  ptiblic 
duty  impofed.     Having,  been  a  Mepiber  too  of  the  TCpm- 
mihee  appointed  to  /examine  into  the  neceflity  and  the  caufes 
6f  the  order  of  Council,  and  diflenting  as  he  did  on  certain 
points  from  the  fentiments  of  the  majority  of  that  Com- 
mttfee,  he  felt  himfelf  called  upon  to  explain  ihe  grounds 
Offon  'which  that  diiference  of  opinion  was  founded*     He 
felt  it  to  be  a  talk  which  his  public  duty  likewife  impofed, 
to  ftibmh  to  the  Houfe  Refolutions  of  a  criminatory  nature 
againft  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  founded  upon  the 
piroofs  coilefled  by  the  Commhtee  and  contained  in  their 
Keport,  and  which  amounted  to  a  charge  of  guilt  and  of 
mifconduA,  which  the  Houfe  could  not  fuffer  to  pafs  with 
nripunity.  .  He  was  aware,  that  the  duty  of  an  accufer  was 
always  a  painful  and  invidious  taik  -,  and  more  efpecially,  it 
was  unpleafant  to  thofe  on  whom  the  neceflity  was  often 
impofed*    In  the  line  of  condu£t  which  he  felt  himfelf 
obligod  to  purfue,  he  was .  confcious  that  he  was  aduated 
by  no  improper  or  diflionourable  motives,  and  that  he  gratU 
fied  no  private  views.     Nothing  but  an  imperiotis  call  of 
public  duty  could  induce  him  to  arraign,  as  be  now  did,  the 
Chstncellor  of  the  Exchequer,  of  a  great  and  criminal  mif*- 
^ondud,  by  which  he  had  contributed  to  bring  the  Bank  of 
England,  and  along  with  it  public  credit,  into  that  fituattpo 
in  which  if  was  placed  by  the  order  of  Council ;  and  on  ac-* 
count  of  which,  had  that  never  happened,  he  would  contend 
that  he  was  equally  deferving  of  cenfure.     In  a  queitioa 
which  depended  fo  much  upon  evidence,  and  upon  confi- 
derations  of  a  very  extenflve  nature,  he  was  deiirous  to  ab- 
(lain  from  preliminary  matter,  to  avoid  any  difcuflion.  uncon- 
neded  with  the  fubjed;  and  in  what  he  had  to  urge,  rather 
ftate  fads  for  the  judgment  of  the  Houfe,  referving  that 
privilege  ufually  allowed  of  reply,  in  order  to  fupply  what 
might  be  requifite  of  explanation  or  of  comment.     Before 
he  proceeded  to  open  the  nature  of  bis  propofitions,  he  fliould 
fiare  the  difl^erence  of  opinion  between  him,  and,  he  be— 
Keved,  the  whole  of  the  Committee.    The  objed  of  its 
inveftigations  comprehended  two  points,  ift,  the  neceflity  of 
Itte  order  in  council,  and  2d,  the  caufes  by  which  it  had  been 
j^roduced.     It  was  upon  the  firft  point  that  the  difference 
alluded  to  exifled.    He  had  thought,,  and  ia  this  he  did  no^ 
inow,  that  anv  one  in  the  Committee  agreed  with  him,  that 
tfie  order  of  Council  was  not  proper,  an«l  was  not  neceflary  . 
This  opinion  vras  founded  upon  the  dofeft  obfervation  of  the 

fiate 
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ftate  of  the  Bank,  and  from  a  thorough  conviftlon  that  the 
interference  of  power  was  not  the  remedy  by  which  its  cm- 
barralfments  could  be  obviated ;  that  this  mode  in  its  opera- 
tion tended  to  enhance  the  evil,  and  to  increafe  the  difficuU 
tics  of  re.pairing  it ;  at  lead  he  was  fune  that  he  would  en- 
counter lefs  oppofition  when  he  aifcrted,  that  the  interference 
of  power  ought  to  have  been  applied  hut  in  the  lail  extre- 
mity. The  exatfl  accoimt  of  the  caih  in  the  Bank  had  not 
been  before  the  Comm.ttee,  b\if  from  the  documents  it 

SjlTcflcd,  it  could  be  fecn,  that  though  the  run  upon  the 
ank  had  continued  for  another  month  in  the  fame  propor- 
tion, as  during  the  fame  period  before,  that  the  cafh  of  the 
Bank  would  not  have  been  fo  low  as  in  the  year  1783,  when 
no  application  to  Government  had  been  thought  neceflary  ; 
btit  when  even  in  the  accelerated  proportion  of  the  laft  week 
preceding  the  order,  and  the  two  laft  days  of  that  week,  th^ 
caOi  of  the  Bank  might  have  been  fufficient  for  another 
week,  and  afforded  room  for  employing  expedients  to  procure 
farther  fu^Hes ;  and  to  prevent  altogether  the  neceflity  of 
the  application,  he  could  not  admit  the  neceflity  in  which 
the  Committee  had  concurred.  His  opinion  of  the  mif- 
chievous  tendency  of  the  intcrfcrence  of  Government  in  the 
affairs  of  the  Bank  was  fo  ftrong,  that  he  could  not  fubfcrtbe 
to  the  opinion  of  the  neceflity  roT  the  order  in  Council,  and 
the  inconveniences  which  might  have  arifen  ffom  rejecting 
this  expedient  were  more  eafy  to  be  repaired,  than  the  fatal 
effeSs  which  he  conceived  to  arife  from  the  principle  of  the 
interference  of  Government  to  fufpend  the  fundlions  of  the 
Bank.  So  much  in  explanation  of  his  differing  from  the 
reft  of  the' Committee.  The  Committee  flated,  that  what- 
ever might  be  the  eflefts  of  other  caufes,  whether  progreflive 
or  likely  to  ceafe,  the  dread  of  invafion  occafioned  the  drain^ 
Vhich  reduced  fhe  Bank  to  the  neceflity  of  fufpending  their 
money  payments.  What  he  imputed,  however,  as  an  article 
of  ferious  charge  againft  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
was  this,  that  prior  to  this  period  the  affairs  of  the  Bank 
were  fo  reduced,  that  a  drain,  which,  in  other  circumftances 
would  not  have  prodticed  this  efFe6>,  had,  'in  this  inftance", 
occafioned  the  immediate  rleceffity  of  ftopping  payment.  In- 
ftead  of  taking  meafures  to  counteraft  this  danger,  inftead 
of  exerting  himfelf  to  provide  a  remedy  for  the  evil  which 
he  had  rendered  probable,  he  complained  that  the  Chan* 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  aggravated  and  accelerated 
the  caufes  by  which  the  event  was  ultimitelj  produced. 
'■    '".  To 
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To  Aipport  this  heavy  and  important  chargei  he  called  the 
attention  of  the  Houfe  to  the  evidence  on  the  table.  In  the 
end  of  1794.  and  beginning  of  17959  the  Bank  feeling  the  bad 
effe£ls  of  the  drain  by  foreign  remittances  which  they  had' 
already  experienced,  became  fcrioufly  alarmed  at  the  confe- 
quences  which  might  enfue  from  a  new  loan  to  the  Emperor^ 
and  they  made  ftrong  reprefentations  to  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  on  the  fubjed  upon  the  15th  of  January,  1795. 
Id  this  reprefentation  they  likewife  dated  the  inconveniences 
they  felt  from  the  amount  of  their  advances  to  Government, 
efpecially  upon  treafury  bills,  a  fpecies  of  fecurity  new  at 
lead  in  the  extent  to  which  it  had  been  carried  during  the 
prefent  adminiftration.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
thanked  them  for  this  communication,  and  particulariy  pro- 
mifedto  reduce  the  amount  of  advances  on  treafury  bills,  but 
that  this  could  not  be  done  till  after  the  (irft  payment  of  the 
loan.  The  mifchief  of  advances  on  treafury  bills  had  been 
felt  by  the  Bank ;  they  wifhed  to  be  indemnified  for  the 
Turns  they  had  advanced  contrary  to  their  original  conftitu- 
tion,  and  to  the  wife  regulations  of  the  ftatute  of  King  Wil- 
liam. Inftead  of  an  indemnification,  however,  a  claiife  re^ 
pealing  the  whole  of  the  exifling  limitation  was  introduced 
into  a  loan  bill  without  notice,  without  explanation,  with- 
out any  thing  to  dire6t  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  to  its  na*> 
ture  and  objefi.  The  fum  to  which  the  limitation  was  de- 
fired  by  the  Bank  was  50O1OO0I.  but  inftead  of  this,  every 
reftridion  was  removed  by  a  claufe,  which  in  pafling,  might 
have  juftified  a  charge  of  remiflhefs  againft  the  Houfe,  did  ' 
they  not  find  an  excufe  in  the  extraordinary  manner  in  which 
the  bufinefs  had  been  managed.  It  was  important,  however, 
to  obferve  the  period  at  which  the  reprefentation  of  the  Bank  ' 
for  repayment  of  their  advances  was  made.  It  was' a  month 
before  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  made  his  ar- 
rangements for  bringing  forward  his  budget,  and  when  he  ' 
had  full  time  to  fettle  every  thing  neceflary  to  the  accomplifh- 
ment  of  the  object  which  the  bank  had  folicited,  and  which 
he  had  promifed  to  perfbitn.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer, with  the  pompous  parade  of  our  refources,  refled  the 
hopes  of  fuccefs  in  the  unfortunate  and  difadrous  conteft  in 
which  we  are  engaged,  upon  the  rapid  decay  of  the  French 
finances. 

The  arguments  upon  which  he  fupported  this  concliifion, 
were  drawn  from  ftatemenrs  of  the  caHi  and  paper  circula- 
tion in  France,  and  (he-  ruin  which  the  difproportion  would 

produce. 
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produce.    The  caih,  at  theuUnoft,  he  ftated  at  90  mtltionsy 
and  the  paper  at  130  millions.     When  fuch  were  the  reafon- 
ing  upon  which  he  proceeded  in  viewing  the   (late  of  our 
enemy,  he  wa$  particularly  bound  to  attend  to  our  domeftic 
fituation.     The  reprefentations  of  the  Bank  were  before 
htm.    On  the  piinciples  and  arguments  h  -  then  employed,  it 
was  more  particularly  his  duty  to  have  provided  againit  evils 
which  were  held  out  to  him,  and  which  threatened  luin  to 
public  credit,  upon  the  v<ry  reafonings,  which,  with  regacd 
to  France,  he   fo  ftrongly  prefled.     He  did  no  fuch  thing, 
however.  ThtHigh  in  anfwer  to  the  reprefentation  of  the  15^1 
of  January,  he  had  promifed  to  pay  oiFpart  of  the  advances 
due  by  Government ;  but  by:  a  dew  reprefentation,  on  the 
i6th  of  April,  he  was  remioded4jf  his  promifeof  payment 
from  the  lirft  inf^aiment  of  the  .new   loan.     What  excufe 
then  is  he  to  make  for  this  breach  of  faith  ?   It  was  contain- 
ed in  his  written  anfwer  to  the  laft  reprefentation.     He  ad- 
mits the  propriety  of  the  demand,  biit  he  fays,  '<  that  in  the 
multiplicity  of  bufmefs  it.  was  foi^otten."    A  prortiife  fo 
material  as  this,   to  an  important  body, .  fo  repeatedly  and 
camellly  urged,  was  foi^otten  I  The  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, who  bna(ted  of  more  accurate  eilimates  and  more 
con>plete  provifton   for  the  public  expence  than  any  of  his 
prede.eiTors  in  office,  quite  omits  an  .  article  of  more  than 
two  millions,  he.negleds  the  demands  of  the  Bank^  he  ex- 
pofes  10  hazard  the  interefti  bf  the  .nation^  aiKl  the  excufe  for 
;  aU  this  is»  that  J t^  wa&iforgotteivlrHe  begged  to  call  the  at- 
'  fenrion  of  the'  Houfe  10  the  minutes,  containing  the  anfwer 
>a^  the  ChancttUos  of  ihe  Exchequer  in  convtrfation   upon 
,.ihe  fubjefi  witk  ih^  ©ireftors  lof  the  Bank.     Thcfe  rai- 
'  nutes  had  been  talked  of  in  tbe'Houfc,  as  what  were  called 
the  anfwjers  of  the  ChanctUor  ;of ;  the  Exchequer.     They 
.  were  taken  indeed  without  hisiknowledge,  after  the  conver- 
.  Tation  had  taken  pla/Ce^  but-  by  thole  who  were  not  likely  to 
repxefent  them- 'to:  his  difadvantage.    That  tbey  were  not 
evidence  on  a  lTial,«was.a  plea,  that  wjoukl.bc  admitted ;  but 
would  the  right  honourable  Gentleman  deny  that  tbey  con- 
tained the*  fubijlaiiice  of  his  anfwers  ?  Till  this  was  formally 
'    denied^  all  ihe .  arguments  on  their  anfbrmality  would  have 
very  little  .weight.     But  it  was  imnecefFary  to  dwell  on  this 
point,  becaufe  the  written  anfwers  were  fufiicient.     The 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  writes.that  the  demands  of  the 
Bank  (hould  be  complied  with  out  of  hand,  and  that  :he 
ibimld  immediately  give  dtredioos  for  partial  payments  to 

be 
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be  made.  The  debt  od  Tiearury  bills»  liowevei-,  continues 
to  encrcafe,  and  on  the  sth  of  June,  1795,  the  Bank  repre- 
fent  that  their  debt  on  this  head  amounted  to  i,2o~),oool. 
ahd  on  the  30  th  of  July,  they  reprefent  their  determination 
to  order  their  cafliier  to  refufe  payment  of  thtfe  biHs  when 
they  exceeded  a  certain  amount,  but  that  they  depended 
lipoit  his  promifes  to  reduce  its  amoant.  In  anfwer  to  this, 
tlie  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  fays,.^*  that  the  warrants 

^fe  nearly  ready."  Though  the  Bank  reprcfented  on  the 
3t>th  July,  that  the  drain  upon  them  was  fuch  as  made  it 
deflrable  for  them  to  reduce  their  credits ;  with  the  danger 
of  all  this  before  him,  and  the  aflurance  of  the  Bank  that 
they  wo\ild  be  compelled  to  narrow  their  accommodations, 

'tiiey  receive  a  letter  containing  a  new  demand  for  advances 
on  lAie  Confolidated  Fund.  The  Bank  return  an  anfwer,  dat- 
ing the  inconvenienctes  under  which  they  laboured,  in  con- 
fequence  of  thefe  advances,  their  determination  to  limit  their 

>  amount,  but  agreeing  to  wait  till  November,  on  condition 

'that  measures  fiiould  then  be  taken  for  their  repayment. 
To  this  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  returned  an  an- 
fwer, dating  that  he  agreed  to  the  conditions,  and  that  he 

'  fiiould  take  care  they  Ihould  be  complied  with.     Notwith- 

'fianding  this  promife,  the  Bank  are  obliged,  on  the  Sth  of 
Odober,  to  repeat  their  complaint,  as  the  fums  due  to- them 

-  vrere  not  difcharged.    They  flated  the  drain  in  gold  and  bul- 

"  lion  which  had  taken  plstoe ;  that  the  laft  advanced  iiad  bepn 
made  with  great  reludinbe  ;  :and  chat  if  meafures  of  caUtion 
were  not  purfued,  the  mod  fatal  confequences  "were  to  be 

*:  apprehended.  They  reprefented  the  loan  to  the  Emperor^s 
a  drain  which  could  not  be  fudained  ;  and  when,  in  anfwer, 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid  he  had  no  intention:  to 

'  bring  forward  an  Imperial  loan,  the  intimation  was  received 
^with  the  utmoft  fatisfadion  by  the  Governor  of  the  Bank, 
who  faid  that  if  another  took  p^ace  it  would  go  near  to  niia 
them.    The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  likewifo  added,  that 

-the  bills  from  abroad  would  continue  two months  longer  and 
no  more.  Amidft  repeated  reprefentations,  renewed  pro- 
mifes, and  uniform  breach  of  faith  >on  the  part  of  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer,  the  meeting  of  ^Parliament  on  the 
a9th  of  October,  1795,  arrived.  The  fiuik  again  ftate 
their  alarms,  and  prefs  the  neceflity  of  payment*  .  In  No- 
vember they  reprefent  their  fears  from  the  drain  which  had 
'  taken  place  for  foreign  remittances,  that  they  would  even  be 
obliged  to  refufe  any  advances  even  upon  the  vote  of  credit. 

To 
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To  this  theChancellor  of  the  Exchequer  anfwered,  that  there 
inras  no  intention  of  any  Imperial  loan,  and  that  he  (hould 
abandon  every  confideration  that  was  inconfiftent  with  their 
fecurity. 

On  the  7th  of  December^  the  financial  arrangements  for 
the  year  were  brought  forward.  Again  the  didrefles  of 
France  are  contrafted  with  our  flourifliing  fituation.  Upon  that 
occafion,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  juPJy  obferved, 
**  that  our  profperity  reftcd  upon  a  fteady  adherence  to  the 
financial  principles  which  our  anceftors  had  eftablilhed,  and 
by  accompanying  the  vigorous  efforts  wc  were  bound  to  exert 
at  prefent  with  laluiary  provifions  for  the  future.  Was  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  then  bound  to  make  fome  pro- 
Yifion  for  the  demands  of  the  Bank  and  for  the  fecurity  ot  our 
regular  fyftem  of  finance,  which  his  negleft  threatened  to 
overthrow?  He  had  failed  in  his  former  promifes  of  pay- 
ment ;  h^re  again  he  had  negleded  to  make  any  provifion 
for  the  Bank.  In  confequence  of  another  application,  how- 
ever, he  informs  the  Bank  that  he  ihould  make  a  payment  of 
a  furplus  to  a  certain  extent,  out  of  funds  which  he  had  deC- 
tined  for  other  purpofes.  Laft  year  he  had  charged  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  with  having  diverted  the  grants 
of  Parliament  in  contempt  of  the  zSt  of  appropriation ;  hero^ 
in  anfwer  to  the  Bank,  he  avowed  his  negl^£t  in  making 
provifion,  and  his  determination  to  difcharge  part  of  their 
advances  from  funds  which,  not  he,  but  Parliamenti  had 
deftined  for  other  fervice.  Upon  thefe  different  points  he 
ihould  not  have  dwelt  fo  long,  if  he  had  been  quite  fure  that 
gentlemen  had  read  the  reports  of  the  Committee ;  but  he 
now  came  to  that  period  when  a  new  loan  was  made,  the 
main  objed  of  which  was  the  payment  of  the  advances  made 
by  the  Bank.  The  reafon  then  afligned  for  this  meafure 
was,  that  it  would  relieve  circulation,  and  enable  the  Bank 
to  enlarge  their  accommodation  to  commei-ce.  He  knew  it 
was  not  regular  to  refer  to  thofe  documents,  printed  as  de* 
bates  of  the  Houfe,  becaufe  they  were  not  confidered  as  au- 
thentic, and  were  even  contrary  to  the  orders  of  the  Houfe  ; 
but  if  thefe  debates  were  at  all  corred,  it  was  upon  a  Bud- 
get, and  if  gentlemen  would  look  at  the  fpeech  of  the  right 
honourable  Uentleman,  they  would  find  that  it  confirmed  the 
account  which  he  here  gave  of  it,  but  could  not  regularly 
quote.  From  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Bofanquet  it  appeared, 
that  part  of  the  fums,  for  payment  of  which  this  money  was 
granted,  had  not  been  paid  off.     Something  like  altercation 

Vol.  III.  1797.  U  had 
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had  uken  place  on  this  fubjcdl  on  a  former  night,  dnd  it 
was  contended  that  this  was  owing  to  the  Bank  .not  hav- 
ing availed  themfelves  of  the  option  in  the  2&.  of  fub* 
fcrihing  their  Exchequer  Bills  in  payment  of  their  (hare, 
fiut  in  fa£t  the  honourable  Gentleman  who  defended  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  upon  that  claufe,  might  as  wdl 
have  quoted  any  Loan  Bill  that  had  been  pafled  this  century. 
The  Bank  .were  Creditors  fuing  for  the  payment  of  a  debt  due 
to  them,  and  they  did  not  wifli  to  convert  a  floating  debt  into 
a  permanent  one.  He  was  aftonifhed  when  he  heard  it  faid  that 
the  Bank,  who  had  fo  long  and  fo  earneftly  folicited  Govern- 
xnent  for  payment  of  their  advances,  did  not  avail  themfelves 
of  the  means  of  payment.  To.fuch  an  affertion  he  ihould  re- 
peat, bcheve  It  who  can.  The  evidence  of  Mr.  Raikes,  Mr. 
Giles,  Mr.  Bofanquet,  and  every  other  Direflor  examined, 
proved  that  they  had  preffed  for  payment  of  tlie  very  fum 
which  he  complained  of  as  left  undifcharged  ;  that  the  claufe 
In  the  Loan  Bill  which  had  been  quoted,  had  nothing  to  do 
wjth  the  fubje6^,  and  that  the  felicitations  of  the  Bnnk  for  pay- 
ment of  it  ftill  continued.  Having  traced  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  ftill  promifing  payment  of  former  advances,  and 
ftill  extorting  money,  as  he  would  call  it,  from  the  Bank  upon 
frefh  pretences,  three  Budgets  having  elapfed  without  proviiion 
being  made,  the  Bank  had  an  interview  with  the  Chancellor  of 
thfe  "Exchequer  upon  the  24th  of  May,  1796,  and  found  hinx 
impreffed  with  the  jufticc  of  their  applications.  On  the  25th 
of  May  he  wrote  them  that,  after  the  fecond  payment  on  the 
loan  of  (bven  millions,  their  demands  fliould  be  attended  to, 
but  that  he  was  obliged  to  go  and  attend  the  elcftion  at  Cam- 
bridge, but  fliould  pay  attention  to  their  application  on  his  re- 
turn. On  his  return  from  Cambridge  the  Bank  waited  on 
him.  Their  advances  were  now  as  high  as.  before,  and  they 
were  urgent  in  their  demands  for  ^)ayment.  The  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  affured  them  that  fomething  (hould  be  done, 
and  coincided  in  opinion  that  the  amount  of  their  advances 
ought  to  be  kept  down ;  but  as  the  anxiety  which  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  exprcfled  for  keeping  down  this  amount  was 
uniformly  followed  by  a  frefh  demand,  this  vvas  immediately 
fucceeded  by  an  earneft  requeft  of  new  accommodation.  The 
Bank  remonftrate,  and  comply  with  reluftance,  and,  as  they 
cxprefs  in  their  Memorial,  from  a  fear  that  their  refufal  would 
be  attended  with  a  greater  evil.  If  any  thing  can  excufe  the 
Bank  for  continuing  their  advances  after  the  difappointmenfes 
they  had  experienced,  it  muft  be  the  importunity  with  which 
they  were  preffed,  and  the  dexterity  with  which  diey  were  al- 
ways 
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ways  alarmed  with  the  dread  of  imaring  the  public  fervice  by 
their  refufal.  The  fituation  of  the  Bank  became  ftill  more  criti- 
cal. Though  there  had  been  no  direft  communication  refpedting 
their  fituation,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  received 
fuch  hints  as  mud  have  fuflSiciently  apprifed  him  of  the  fitua- 
tion in  which  it  flood.    Still  their  folicitations  were  negledtcd, 
his  promifes  were  broken,  and  the  fum  of  their  advances  conti- 
nued to  encreafe  till  the  fatal  period  when  the  Order  of  Coun- 
cil was  ifTued.     Amidft  all  the  reprefentations  which  he  had 
received  from  the  Bank,  regardlefs  of  the  confequences  which 
threatened  to  follow  the  fyftem  he  purfueii,   the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  far  from  labouring  to  avert   the    ruin, 
continued    to  perfevere    in    the    very  meafures  which    ac- 
cclerattid  its  completion  and  aggravated  its  mifchief.     With 
regard  to  tlie  effefls  of  the  drain  occalioned  by  the  Imperial 
Loan,  the  evidence  upon  the  table  was  full  of  the  remon- 
ftrances  made  by  the  Bank  to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. 
On  the  16th  February,  1796,  they  reprefented  that  a  fur- 
ther perfeverance  in  foreign  remictanoes  would  be  fatal  to  the 
Bank.     The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  affured  them  that 
I30  loan  fliould  be  fent  to  the  Emperor,  unlefs  circumflances 
materially  altered.    With  this  the  Bank  were  fatisfied,  becaufe 
they  underftood  the  aflurance  to  extend  to  remittances  of  every 
kind.  The  reprefentation  to  which  this  anfwer  was  made  com- 
prehended both  Loan  and  Advances,  and  Mr.  Bofanquet  fays, 
in  his  evidence,  that  the  anfwer  of  the  Chancelfor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer was  difingenuous  if  it  did  not  apply  to  both.     If  what 
pailed  at  the  oonverfation  which  took  place  on  this  fubje<^  was 
admitted,  it  was  difgraceful  in  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
to  return  fo  deceitful  an  anfwer.     It  was  underftood  to  apply  ' 
to  every  kind  of  remittance,  and  if  it  was  not  fo  meant,  it  was 
nor  only  difingenuous  but  fraudulent.     What  was  the  fadl, 
however?  Colonel  Craufurd  had,  at  this  very  time,  drawn 
bills  to  the  amount  of  300^0001.  and  continued  to  draw,  till 
the  fum  of  advances  was  1,300,0001.  till  the  drain  upon  the 
Bank  was  fo  great,  that  the  run  which  it  afterwards  experienced, 
and  which  it  otherwife  might  have  been  able  to  fuftain,  be- 
came fatal ;  but  if  good  /aith  be  neceffary  to  public  dealings, 
will  the  Houfe  of  Commons  allow  fuch  flagrant  breach  of  it  to 
pafs  with  impunity  ?  Public  Credit  has  been  impaired  !  the 
Bank    has  been  forced  to  flop  payment !  Thefe  are  now  but 
the  criftics  of  an  individual.     If  they  receive  the  countenance 
and  proteSion  of  the  Houfe,  they  communicate  the  guilt  to 
the  Keprcfentatives  of  the  People,  and  become  the  charafter 
of  tiie  nation.     But  even  if  no  luch  catallrophe  as  the  ftoppage 
Ua  of 
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of  the  Bank  had  taken  place,  ftili  the  conduAof  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  ought  not  to  pafs  unnoticed.     It  may 
be  faid  it  is  unfair  to  reafon  from  what  has  happened  ;  but  inde- 
pendently of  what  has  happened,  the  conduft  which  led  to  it 
was  criminal.  If,  when  the,  meafures  of  the  Miniftcr  materially 
contributed  to  that  fatal  event  which  public  credit  has  felt  k> 
deeply,  (ball  not  ihe  Houfe  rcfcue  itfelf  from  the  charge  of  be- 
ing his  accomplices,  by  punifhing  the  perfon  to  whom  the  guilt 
mud  be  afcribed  ?  That  it  did  contribute,  and  mod  materially 
to  that  event,  he  would  ftill  contend.   All  the  Directors  of  the 
Bank  examined  upon  the  fubje£l:,  Mr.  Raikes,  Mr.  Giles,  &c. 
agreed  in  dating,  that  if  the  advances  by  the  Bank  to  Govern- 
ment  had  been  difcharged,  the  doppage  of  the  Bank  might  have 
been  prevented.     Mr.  Giles  and  Mr.  Bofanquet  were  very  ex- 
plicit in  their  opinion,  as  to  this  point,  as  well  as  Mr.  Win- 
thorp  and  others.  Mr.  Thornton  and  Mr.  Boyd,  however,  had 
in  their  fpeculative  ideas,  exprefled  an  opinion,  that  the  con- 
dudl  of  the  Bank,  with  regard  to  oifcounts,  had  contributed  to 
the  doppage.     In  the  fpeculative  principles  which  the  latter 
Gentleman  threw  out  upon  this  head,  he  was  happy  to  find 
that  he  had  made  a  didindlion  between  the  condud  to  be  fol-  . 
lowed  by  the  Bank  of  England,  and  by  other  Banks,  becaufe 
as  this  honourable  Gentleman  was  bimfelf  conne<9ed  with  a 
Bank,  he  had  thus  obviated  the  want  of  confidence' which  muft 
naturally  have  arifen  towards  a  Bank  managed  upon  the  prin- 
ciples he  had  laid  down.   Indeed,  he  feemed  to  have  confound- 
ed every  fober  and  rational  principle  of  banking.     The  Bank 
of  England  was  a  Bank  of  circulation.   To  the  lupport  of  fuch 
a  charafter,  it  was  eflential  that  it  fhould  pay  on  demand.     It 
theiefoic  ought  to  be  always  prepared.     If  necedary,  it  mud 
have  cafli  to  anfwer  all  its  Notes.     In  times  of  cafamity  the 
Bank  mud  bear  the  burden  with  other  fufferers.     In  profper- 
ous  times  it  poflcfied  the  means  of  recovering  its  lodes ;  in  times 
of  alarm  it  would  be  able  to  defeat  its  malignity  by  anfwermg 
every  demand.    Circulating  Medium  was  a  faihionable  phrafe 
in  the  prefent  times,  and  he  was  afraid  what  was  faid  to  be  a 
want  of  Circulating  Medium  was  a  want  of  capital.  The  ftate 
of  the  exports  was  no  proof  of  the  flourifhing  date  of  the  coun* 
try.     War  neccfTarily  created  a  demand  tor  certain  articles, 
the  individual  manufa£turer  was  enriched,  but  the  country 
received  no  return  for  what  was  fent  abroad  on  this  accoant. 
The  national  capital  was  not  fupplied  and  recruited  by  fucH 
exports,  they  only  enhanced  ruin  while  they  leemed  to  in- 
dicate profperity.   Mr.  Grey  read  a  quotation  from  Smithes 
Wealth  of  Nations  in  fupport  of  this  doftrine.    It  was   the 

opinion 
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opinion  of  Mr.  Thornton  and  Mr.  Boyd,  that  the  Bankfhould 
have  extended  their  difcounts,  and  encreafed  their  paper.  If 
an  opinion  of  the  latter  honourable  Gentleman  was  well 
founded,  then  had  the  Bank  Committee  greatly  deceived  the 
public  in  their  firft  report.  It  was  fatd  by  this  honourable 
Gentleman  that  the  fums  difcounted  by  the  Bank  were  not  to 
be  taken  as  debts  of  which  they  could  compel  paymenty  but 
that  they  ought,  by  fre(h  iflfues,  ftill  farther  to  accommodate 
the  perfon  who  had  bills  in  this  lituation.  If  fo,  couM  the 
fums  which  the  Bank  has  difcounted  be  taken  as  aflets  ?  If  a  bill 
were  brought  for  difcotfnt  by  perfons  who  would  requirefrefli  dif- 
couot  when  it  became  due,  would  it  be  confidered  as  a  £iir  bill  ? 
He  would  appeal  to  Mr.  Thornton  whether  fuch  a  bill  would 
be  taken  ?  Such  an  opinion,  however,  was  evidently  erroneous^ 
and  to  proceed  upon  fuch  principles  no  bank  ct  circulation 
could  ever  exift.  It  was  faid  that  encreafed  commerce  required 
encreafed  difcounts.  Here  again  he  fhould  appeal  to  the  au- 
thority of  Adam  Smith.  It  had  been  faid  that  there  was  nothing 
new  under  the  fun,  but  he  really  thought  that  the  dodrines 
he  had  heard  on  this  point  were  new,  till  he  found  that  they  wexe 
the  old  maxims  of  fpeculators  and  proje£tors.  Mr.  Grey 
read  another  pafiage  from  Smith,  which  laid  it  down  that  diU 
count  was  only  fate  and  proper  where  the  perfon  difcounted 
what  he  would  otherwife  have  been  obligc»d  to  keep  by  him. 
Particular  circumftances  had  prevented  him  from  attending 
the  Committee  when  the  report  was  drawn  upland  this  was  the 
reafon  why  he  had  now  to  objedl  to  a  part  of  it,  againft  which 
he  had  not  entered  his  diflent  in  the  Committee.  It  was  * 
ftated  that  the  Bank  by  not  extending  its  difcounts  had  con- 
tributed to  the  fioppage  which  had  taken  place ;  but  the  whole 
fads  in  evidence  were  repugnant  to  this  conclufion.  It  ap- 
peared that,  when  the  Bank  narrowed  their  difcounts,  their 
cafli  encreafed,  except  where  there  were  other  drains.  Nei- 
ther did  he  agree  in  opinion  that  the  redu&ion  of  country  bank 
notes  was  owing  to  the  diminution  of  Bank  of  England  notes, 
for  though  the  notes  of  the  Bank  of  England  had  at  certain 
periods  been  diminifhed,  the  proportbn  of  country  bank  notes 
had  remained  as  before  ;  but  in  point  of  faft*  the  difcounts  of 
the  bank  had  not  been  narrowed  fince  they  were  fiifk  contradl- 
ed  in  1793 ;  the  declaration  of  the  Bank  that  they  were  to  con- 
trad  had  never  been  aded  upon.  For  his  own  part  were  he  a 
Diredor  of  the  Bank,  he  (bould  refufe  to  difcount  any  bill  to 
a  holder  of  Exchequer  bills,  and  fhould  tell  him  to  carry  them 
to  market  before  he  came  to  the  Bank  for  accommodation.  It 
was  a  dangerous  polition  that  the  condudt  of  the  Bank  of  En- 
gland 
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gland  ought  to  be  guided  by  principles  difFerent  from  thofc 
which  regulated  the  condudl  ofother  banks.  It  had  been  juftly 
obfcrvedby  an  honourable  Gentleman,  (Mr.  Wilberforcc) 
that  particular  meafares  could  be  of  little  confequence,  and 
that  the  reftoration  of  general  credit  was  the  great  point  to  be 
accompif(hed.  But  what  was  his  definition  of  general  credit  f 
Getieral  credit  muft  reft  more  upon  the  feelings  of  confidence 
than  upon  a  demonftration  of  caufes.  It  was  an  edifice  reared 
by  the  hand  of  fimplicity,  upon  the  bafis  of  truth.  Men  might 
difcufs  finely  and  talk  fpecioufly,  but  to  infpire  general  credit 
you  muft  excite  belief,  not  infpire  admiration.  To  extraft 
belief  of  things  above  the  reach  of  human  judgment  was  the 
kigheft  efibrt  of  divine  power.  But  this  claim  was  confined 
Xo  Revelation.  Men  might  be  fubmitted  to  power,  but  their 
confidence  could  not  be  compelled.  A  regard  to  fimplicity, 
truth,  and  good  fiiith,  an  experience  of  pundtuality  in  tranfac- 
tions  of  honefty,  in  thedifcharge  in  obligations  incurred,  could 
akMie  infpire  general  credit.  A  bank  note,  bad  Mr.  Burke 
well  obferved,  is  all  powerful  upon  the  royal  Exchange,  be- 
caufe  in  Weftminfter  Hall  it  is  impotent.  To  talk  of  any 
new  circulating  medium  which  commerce  did  not  fupply,  was 
a  dangerous  chimera.  To  infpire  general  credit,  you  muft  tell 
the  public  that  the  Bank  is  to  be  condu£led  like  other  concerns,  ' 
upon  views  of  its  own  intereft  ;  that  it  is  to  be  condu£led  by 
men  who  a6l  as  merchants,  not  as  politicians  and  ftatefmen, 
and  you  will  infpire  general  credit ;  tell  the  public  that  the 
connection  of  the  Bank  with  Government  is  to  be  difiblved, 
'  that  its  tranfadlions  are  to  be  free,  and  you  will  infpire  general 
confidence. 

The  Bank  of  England,  if  it  begins  its  operations  upon  the  24th 
of  June,  can  only  ftand  upon  the.piinciples  of  truth  and  ho- 
nefty, on  fidelity  in  its  engagements  and  paying  its  notes  upon 
demand.  Was  it  neceflary  to  refute  the  do6lrine,  that  when 
embarrafled  the  Bank  ought  to  have  encreafed  its  iflue  of  paper 
to  encreafe  the  means  of  enforcing  demands  for  fpecie,  without 
additional  means  for  fatisfying  the  demand  ?  But  was  not  the 
meafure  adopted  by  Minifters  of  at  laft  paying  off  the  advances 
of  the  Bank,  a  fufficient  proof  that  they  dift rafted  thefe  theo- 
ries? The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  formerly  boafted  of 
the  facility  with  which  money  was  raifed,  and  the  low  rate  of 
intereft  at  which  he  borrowed  ;  but  was  it  more  djfiicult  to  pay 
off  the  advances  of  the  Bank  when  money  could  be  borrowed 
at  four  and  a  half  per  cent,  than  now  when  it  is  feven  ?  In 
neglefting  the  means  of  faving  the  Bank  from  the  neceflity  of 
ftopping  payment,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  been 

guilty 
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gailtr  of  a  moft  culpable  breach  of  duty.  Admitting  eyen  that 
the  Bank  was  wrong  in  narrowing  its  difcounts,  was  it  not  in- 
dependent, and  entitled  to  manage  its  own  affairs  ?  In  not  pay- 
ing the  advances  which  compelled  them  to  fuch  a  conduft,  the 
Minifter,  by  whofe  fault  it  was  occaGoned,  is  refponfiblc  for 
the  confequences.     Here  then  he  fubmitred  to  the  Houfe  the 
charge  and  the  evidence  on  which  it  rcfted  for  their  decifion  ; 
though  it  was  perfonally  diredlcd  againft  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  he  did  not  mean  to  felt-ft  him  alone  from  the  reft 
of  his  colleagues,  who  were  equally  amenable  to  the  juftice  of 
their  country. — However  the  talents  of  an  individual  might 
render  him  fitter  to  carry  it  into  execution,  yet  the  fyftem  was 
common.     It  was  that  fyftem  of  unremitting  malevolence 
which  had  commenced  with  his  Majefty's  reign,  and  which 
bad  pervaded  every  part  of  public  adminiftration  which  he  at- 
attacked.     To  this  fyftem  it  was  owing  that  we  had  loft  Ame- 
rica ;  to  this  fyftem  was  the  prcfent  war  to  be  afcribed  ;  to 
this  fyftem  was  to  be  afcribed  that  determined  hoftility^  to 
the   principles  of  freedom  which  every  public    meafnre  hstd 
marked.     Hence  arofe  that  rancour  which  enfiamed  with  the 
profpe<S  of  gratifying  its'detefta()le  hopes,  and  which  had  in  the 
moment  of  fuccefs  neglefled  every  opportunity  tf  contludifi^ 
peace ;  to  this  fplrit,  unchaftifed  by  misfortune,  unenlightened 
by  experience,  was  owing  the  defperate  refufal  to  put  aii  tmi  to 
the  war,  which  had  brought  us  to  a  ftate  of  things  when  he 
could  no  longer  be  fanguine  that  any  man  could  make  peace  ; 
when,  leaft  of  all,  it  could  be  expected  under  the  aufpices  of 
the  prefent  Minifters.     That  fyftem  which  loft  America,  had 
Minifters  carried  into  Ireland,  and  amidft  all  the  dtftieftl^in 
which  we  were  plunged,  it  was  to  be  added  that  in  the  prc<enJt 
moment  there  might  be  reafon  to  apprehend  that  this  iuv^lji^.. 
able  jewel  was  loft  to  the  Britifti  crown.     •'  Oh,  for  fomc 
warning  voice"  to  proclaim  to  Minifters  the  danger  and  th.c 
ruin  with  which  their  fyftem  is  pregnant !  In  every  thing  their 
mean  and  miferable  policy  had  been  difappointcd.     They  had 
tried  to  divide  the  people  of  Ireland  by  their  religious  princi- 
ples, and  they  were  now  united  again  ft  common  oppreffion. 
If  Minifters  thought  that  by  granting  a  little  to  withhold  a  great 
deal,  they  would  not  fucceed.     Such  pitiful  evafions  and  ihtif- 
fling  policy  could  no  longer  be  attended  with  fuccefs.     Thcfe 
points  he  had  introduced  that  the  Houfe  might  fee  the  confe- 
quences of  the  want  of  good  faith  in  public  men.     They  Tiad 
experienced  the  bad  efFefts  of  purfuing  a  fyftem  contrary' to 
good  faith.     Under  the  condudl  of  Minifters,  it  had,  brought  us 
to  the  brink  of  ruin.     The  fyftem  would  be  complete,  if  the 
profligate  fyftem  of  an  adminiftration  was  crowned  with  the 

fandtion 


iCo  WOODFAIX*S  PARUAMEirrARY  REPORTS.      [CovMOKt^ 

(anftion  of  Parliament.    He  concluded  with  moving  the  fol- 
lowing refolutions : 

I.  That  the  Governor  ind  Deputy  Gorernor  of  the  Baok^  did  at  yarious  timess 
and  in  the  moft  forci1>le  terms,  reprefent  to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  the 
danfer  arifing  to  the  Bank  from  the  diminution  of  its  fp«cie. 

a.  That  it  appean,  that  during  this  period  the  DircAors  of  the  Bank  frequently 
remonftrated  with  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  on  the  magnitude  of  their  ad* 
Yance  to  Govemment«  anxtoufly  requiring  payment,  or  a  confiderable  redudion  of 
the  fame,  and  that  the  Chancellor  of  tjbe  Exchequer  did  again  and  again,  in  the  moft 
cipHcit  terms,  promife  that  redudions  ihould  be  made. 

3.  That  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  inftead  of  performing  the  engage- 
inents,  did  continually  folidt  further  accommodation,  in  the  moft  anxious  and 
preffing  terms )  declaring,  that  it  was  impofiible  to  avoid  the  moft  ferioua  em- 
harraflmeiKs  to  the  public  fervice,*  unleTs  the  Diredors  of  the  Bank  afturded  the 
affiftance  he  requtred. 

4.  That  it  appears,  that  although  by  thefe  means  the  Diredors  of  the  Bank  were 
induced  to  comply  with  bis  demands,  they  generally  expreiTed  their  reludance  in 
.ftrong  language ;  and  that  at  laft,  that  is  to  fay,  on  the  28th  of  July,  1796,  they 
thought  it  neceflary  for  their  own  juftification,  to  requeft  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer to  lay  before  his  Majefty's  Cabinet  thdr  moft  ferious  and  folemn  remoiv- 
ftrance,  in  whicft  they  declare,  that  '*  fenfible  of  the  alarming  and  dangerous  ftate  of 
<'  public  credit,  nothing  could  induce  them  to  comply  with  the  demand  then 

<  made  upon  them,  but  the  dread  that  their  refulal  might  be  produftive  of  a  greater 
«<  etll." 

5.  That  It  appears  that  during  the  above  period,  a  confiderable  portion  of  the 
Bank  advances  v>as  occasioned  by  payments  of  Bills  of  Exchange  drawn  from  foteiga 
parti  on  the  Commiffioners  of  his  Majefty's  Treafury. 

6.  That  it  appears  that  it  had  ieldom  been  the  cuflom  of  the  Bank  of  England, 
previous  to  the  year  1791*  to  advance  on  the  account  of  bills  drawn  on  the  Trea* 
fury,  more  than  from  a«,ooo1.  to  30,0001.  and  that  even  during  the  American  war 
fQch  bills  never  exceeded  at  any  one  time  the  (um  of  i,50|OOol.  The  wifdoro  of 
oor  anceftors  having  forefeen,  and  provided  againft,  the  mifchtef  of  fuch  advances 
^y  a  claufe  in  an  ad  pafled  in  the  5th  year  of  William  and  Mary,  by  which  the  Go- 
vernor and  Company  of  the  Bank  of  England  were  rcftrained  from  advancing  money 
to  Government  on  any  other  fecurities  than  thofe  on  which  a  credit  is  granted  by 
Parliament 

7.  That  it  appears,  that  from  and  after  the  year  1793,  ^^  vhich  time  an  tnEk  of 
Parliament  paflied,  contaifiing  a  daufe  by  which  the  Directors  of  the  Bank  arc  ia- 
demnified  for  the  advances  they  had  made  on  bills  drawn  from  abroad,  and  exempted 
in  future  from  the  penaliies  of  the  faid  ad  of  William  and  Mary,  refpedmg  fucia 
advances  to  Government,  the  amount  of  Treafury  bills  paid  at  the  Bank  continued 
progreffively  to  increafe,  and  that  between  the  J  ft  of  Januaryi  17959  and  die  a5th 

February, 
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Tebraaiy,  17971  fums  amoanting  in  the  whole  to  upwards  of  i5,ooo»oool.  were 
•dvanccd  to  Government  upon  thi?  head. 

8.  That  it  appears,  that  the  Directors  of  the  fiinlc  did,  at  Yarious  times,  during 
the  years  1795,  1796,  and  1797,  apply  to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  for  re« 
payinent  of  fuch  advances,  and  reprefent  to  him'the  extreme  inconvenience  Co  thetn* 
ielves  and  to  the  public  of  continuing  the  fyftem  of  making  Treafury  bills  payable. 
It  the  Bank ;  and  that  they  even  declared  they  conceived  it  to  be  "an  unconftitu- 
"  tional  mode  of  railing  money,  and  what  they  were  not  warranted  i>y  their  charter' 
«*  toconfcntto.** 

9.  That  it  appears  that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  did,  at  varioui  timtt 
4uring  that  period,  promife  and  engage  to  reduce  the  advances  on  that  head  within 
the  fam  of  50O)0Ool.  and  likewifc  to  arrange  his  payments  fo  aa  to  put  an  end  to  the 
account ;  but  that,  nevertbekfs,  the  faid  promifea  and  engagements  were  not  ad- 
hered to  by  him}  and  that  the  advances  00  Treafury  bills  during  the  whole  period 
from  January ,  1795,  to  the  28th  of  Febniary«  17971  amounted  on  an  average  to 
the  fam  of  1,3x0,000!.  and  upwards,  and  on  the  day  laft  mentioned  ftood  at 
i»6 1 9,0491. 

ic.  That  It  appears  to  this  Hoofe  that  foreign  remittances  to  a  much  larger 
smottat  than  ever  were  known  in  a  Amilar  period  of  the  moft  expend ve  wars  in 
vhtch  this  country  has  been  involved,  have  uken  place  fince  the  year  1793. 

f  I.  That  the  extent  of  fuch  remitunces  occafioned  at  fo  early  a  period  as  the  en4 
•f  the  year  1794,  and  the  beginning  of  the  year  X795,  great  alarm  in  the  minds  of 
the  Dittfiors  of  the  Bank  of  England,  which  they  at  various  periods  commuAicared 
to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer;  and  that  on  the  3d  December,  17951  under 
the  apprehension  that  it  wJLi  intended  to  grant  a  further  loan  to  the  Emperor,  they 
came  to  a  relblotion  by  which  they  declared  their  unanimous  opinion,  that,  Qiould 
f«ch  a  loan  take  pl.^ce,  it  would  be  **  moft  fatal  in  its  comcquences  to  the  Bank  of 
Eoghnd.''  That  they  communicated  fuch  refolution  to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, who  afluredthem — '<  He  (hould  lay  afide  all  thou^his  of  it,  unlefs.the 
**  fituation  of  things  relative  to  the  Bank  fliould  fo  alter  as  to  render  fuch  a  loan  of 
*  no  importance  or  inconvenience  to  them.*' 

i».  That  on  the  fih  of  February,  1796,  the  Chancellor  of  the  ExcheqaeTf  after 
ftating,  in  convetfaiion  with  the  Governor  and  Deputitiou  from  the  Bank  of  En- 
gland, his  opinion  of  the  neccflity  of  further  afTilling  the  Emperor,  prom^fed,  how- 
ever, to  take  1^0  ftcp  in  ^hat  buAoefk  without  previouHy  communicsting  to  them  hit 
btention. 

13.  Thatonthe  nth  February,  1796,  th;  Dired^ors  of  the  Bank  paflcd  uoaol- 
BouHy  the  following  refoluiions  :— 

'*  Rcfolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Court,  founded  upon  the  experience  of 
die  effeds  of  the  late  Imperial  loan,  that,  if  any  further  loan  or  advance  of  money 
to  the  Emperor,  or  to  any  other  foreign  (late,  ihould  in  the  prcfent  ftate  of  affairs 
Hke  pl^e,  it  will  in  all  probabilrty  prove  fatal  to  the  Bank  of  England." 

Vol..  III.  X  «  The 
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<'  The  Court  of  Pirc^iorsy  theroforci  4omaft  earneftly  deprecate  the  adoption  of 
any  fucb  iDeafurr,  and  they  folemflly  proteft  agatnft  any  refponfibility  for  the  cala- 
mitous confeqocnces  that  may  follow  thereupon.** 

To  which  rcfolution,  when  communicated  to  liimt  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer returned  for  anfwer,  *<  That»  after  the  repeated  intimations  which  he  had 
given  to  the  Governor^  &c  of  the  Bank,  that  no  further  loan  to  the  Emperor 
would  be  refolved  on  without  previous  communication  with  the  Bank,  he  did  not 
fee  any  reafun  for  thefe  refolutions ;  that  he  did  fuppofe  they  were  adopted  in  a 
moment  of  alarm,  and  that  he  Ihould  confiJcr  them  in  that  light.'* 

14.  That,  both  from  the  general  tenor  of  the  fatd  anfwer  and  from  its  particular 
reference  to  the  fabftance  and  matter  of  the  refolution  then  communicated  to  him> 
the  Governor,  &c.  of  the  Bank  were  unavoidably  led  to  underftand  that  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  continued  bound  by  proraife  to  them  not  to  negociate  a 
loan  for  the  fervice  of  his  Imperial  Majefty,  nor  to  make  any  remittance  either  to 
bis  faid  Imperial  Majefty,  or  any  foreign  Prince,  under  any  pretence  whatfoever, 
without  previoufly  communicating  fuch  his  intention  to  the  Bank  of  England. 
That  the  Dirc£^ors  did  fo  underftand  him;  and  that,  in  their  opinion,  unlcfshia 
anfwer  to  their  refolution  was  meant  to  apply  to  the  whole  of  its  contents,  the  con- 
duct of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  was  difingenubus. 

15.  That  neverthclcfs  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  for  fome  time  prior  to 
February  11,  1796,  clandeftincly  remitted,  and  did,  for  feveral  months  fubfequent, 
clandeftincly  remit,  for  various  foreign  ferviccs,  large  fum»  of  money  ;  in  defiance 
of  his  repeated  promifes,  and  particularly  in  violation  of  the  engagements  which 
were  implied  in  the  affurancrs  given  by  him  to  the  Bank  of  England  upon  their  re- 
folution of  the  lith  February. 

16.  That  it  appears,  thai  if  the  faid  advances  of  the  Bank  to  Government  had  been 
paid  off,  when  required,  or  confiderably  reduced,  the  Bank  would  have  been  enabled 
to  reduce,  if  expedient,  the  amount  of  it£  outftanding  notes;  and  that  fuch  option 
would  have  been  of  efTentlal  fervice  to  its  interefts. 

17.  That  it  appears,  from  the  evidence  of  perfons  conneded  with  the  Bank^ 
that  if  the  faid  advances  had  been  paid  off*,  when  required,  or  confiderably  reduced, 
the  Bank  would  have  been  enabled  to  give  more  extended  aid  to  the  mercantile  in- 
terefl  of  Great-Britain  in  the  way  of  difcount. 

18.  That  it  appears  that  if  the  advances  on  Treafury  bills  had  been  paid  off  when 
ftquireJ,  and  as  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  promifed,  and  the  foreign 
remittances  abffcaincd  from  as  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  likewife  pnn 
mifed,  the  neceflity  would  probably  not  have  exifted  for  the  Order  of  Council. 

19.  That  it  appears  to  this  Houfe  upon  the  mofi  attentive  confideration  of  the 
^ircumftancea  above  ftated,  that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  nas  been  guilty 
of  a  criminal  inattention  to  the  puVlic  interefl,  and  a  high  breach  of  duty,  by  which 
the  credit  of  the  nation  has  been  materially  impaired. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  that  before  he  entered 

into 
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into  a  dUcttffion  o^  the  Tarknit  topics  adduced  foy  the  honour- 
able Gcfntleman^  he  ihoaid  trouble  the  Hoofe  with  a  few 
words  on  one  point,  which  certainty  had  not  been  much  pref- 
fed  on  the  attention  of  gentlemen,  Iwcaufe  in  his  opinion,  ic 
could  not  he  turned  to  the  advantage  of  the  hon.  Gentleman 
who  opened  the  debate.  He  meant  the  confideration,  whether 
under  all  the  various  circumftances  exiftin^  previous  to  the 
aSth  of  February,  1797,  Government  was  juftifiable  in  iffuing 
the  Order  of  Council  of  that  date.  That  fuhje£l  had  already 
been  fo  amply  difcuflkd,  that  it  could  not  be  pronouiKed  too 
afluming  in  him  to  maintain  that  a  contrary  opinion  could  not 
poffibly  exift.  It  was  fully  admitted,  that  it  would  hav^e  been 
unwife  and  impolitic  to  have  fufFered  the  Bank  to  have  fol* 
lowed  its  own  couife,  and  to  have  reje<^cd  the  imerference  of 
Government.  That  opinion  was  recognized  by  the  Commit- 
tee, who,  however  they  might  difer  on  other  points,  had  been 
unanimous  in  that  pofition.  It  was  alfo  the  fentiment  of  the 
Dire<Sors  oi  the  Bank  themfclvcs,  and  of  the  evidences  ex«> 
amined  on  the  iufajeft,  that  it  would  have  been  followed  by 
the  moft  dangerous  confequences,  if  the  Bank  had  been  fuffered 
to  be  drained  of  its  lad  guinea.  He  did  not,  therefore,  think 
it  neceflary  to  detain  the  Houfe  on  a  point  fo  generally  ad^ 
mitted,  more  particularly  as  the  hon.  Gentleman  himfelf  had 
not  thought  proper  to  move  any  fpeciBc  refolotion  on  that 
head.  He  next  came  to  what  were  termed  the  principal  and 
leading  caufes  which  were  faid  to  have  produced  the  fcarcity  of 
cafb,  but  which  were  pointed  dire&ly  at  his  own  official  con- 
dud;  and  here  he  fhould  obferve,  that  however  copioufly 
thefe  caufes  had  been  dated  by  the  hon.  Gentleman,  they 
might  in  his  mind  be  reduced  to  a  few  fimplc  and  plain  points. 
The  motion  fubmitted  to  the  Houfe  appeal  td  to  I>im  to  reft  ot% 
two  dtftindt  grounds:  ift,  as  to  the  advances  made  to  Govern- 
ment by  the  Bank  in  general,  and  the  remittancies  made  to  the 
Emperor;  and  adly,  with  refpe<S  to  the  infei'ences  drawn  by 
the  hon.  Gentleman,  that  thefe  rwo  circumfbnces  were  the 
principal  caufes  which  produced  the  order  forfufpendir.g  the 
ifluing  of  cafli  by  the  Bank.  He  (hould  naturally  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  Houfe  to  the  firll  part,  which  related  to  himfelf 
and  the  Bank ;  and  he  iliould  beg  leave  to  argue,  that  many 
other  circumftances,  and  thofe  very  powerful  in  their  opera- 
tion, were  to  he  taken  into  confideration,  exclufive  of  the 
caufes  afi^ned  by  the  hon.  Gentleman ;  and  when  thofe  cir- 
cumftances  to  which  he  alluded  came  to  be  difcufled,  he  would 
fubmit  to  the  Houfe* whether  they  wei^  not  more  prevalent  in 
produciagthe  Order  of  Council  th;4n  thofe  fu^geftodby  the 
X  z  hon. 
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honourable  Mover.  That  repeated  apfdications  had  been  madr 
io  him  on  the  part  of  the  Dire6brs  of  the  Bank,  with  re- 
4*pe£^  to  the  advances  and  remittances  complained  of,  he  was 
ready  to  admit ;  and  that  aflurances  had  been  given  by  him  to 
jeduce  the  advance  to  500,cx>oI.  he  was  very  far  from  queftion- 
ing.  But  theHoufe  was  in  juftice  bound  to  confider  of  what  pe- 
culiar nature  thofe  circumftances  were,  which  prevented  him 
from  carrying  into  execution  the  aflfurances  fo  given.  When 
the  magnitude  and  diverfity  of  the  operations  of  the  prefent  war 
.were  fairly  viewed ;  when  the  unforefeen  exigencies  which 
called  for  unforefeen  expences  were  candidly  weighed,  be  truft- 
ed  that  it  would  not  be  denied,  that  it  was  completely  impof- 
fible  to  afcertain  with  any  exadlnefs  the  amount  of  thediiburfe- 
inents  likely  to  be  incurred*  or  to  form  edimates  on  which  any 
reliance  could  be  placed.  Since,  therefore,  that  pofition  could 
not  be  refuted,  and  the  impoffibility  of  bringing  forward  certain 
cftimates,  waseftabliflicd  by  experience,  the  only  queftion  that 
remained  to  be  decided  by  the  Houfcwas,  in  fai^,  whether  tlie 
aflll  ranees  made  by  Government  were  given  with  an  evident 
intention  of  carrying  them  into  execution  ?  Gentlemen  ihould 
alfo  confider  the  particular  fteps  that  had  been  taken  to  ful- 
fil thefe  aflurances,  and  they  would  then  be  enabled  to 
judge  of  the  finccrity  of  intention  which'which  they  had  been 
.advanced.  It  bad  been  argued,  that  the  bill  of  1793  was  in 
contradiAion  tO'the  adt  of  William  and  Mary,  on  the  fubjed 
of  making  advances  by  the  Bank  to  Government.  The  fa^k 
was  dire&lv  contrary  to  that  ftatement,  for  he  would  maintadn, 
that  the  legal  conftru&ion  oftheadl  of  William  and  Mary 
did  not  go  to  prevent  the  Bank  from  advancing  money  to  Go- 
vernment, but  merely  to  prevent  the. anticipation  of  Parlia- 
mentary grants.  It  was  neceiTary  to  remark  in  dilcuffing  this 
point,  that  the  Bank  did  a£tually  make  advances  to  Govern- 
ment during  the  laft  war  ;  and  if  the  Diredors  of  the  Bank 
had  conceived  that  they  expofcd  thcmfclves  by  fuch  a  proceed- 
ing to  the  penalties  provided  by  the  a£k  of  William  and  Mary^ 
they  certainty  would  not  have  confented  to  that  meafure. 
But  they  had  made,  advances  to  a  confiderable  amount,  and 
bills  of  Exchange  had  been  alfo  drawn  in  the  fame  period, 
with  the  only  difference,  that  they  had  been  drawn  by  indivi- 
duals, and  not  1  by  corporate  bodies.  .  Betides,  it  fhould  be  im- 
prefled  on  the  »n;inds  of  Gentlemen,  that  the  bill  of  1 793, 
which  was  faid  to  repeal  that  of  King  William  and  Mary, 
was  not  introduced  in  a  clandeftine  manner,  but  in  the  raoit 
open  and  parliamentary  way.  It  was  introduced  by  a  refolu- 
fion  of  the  Committee  appointed  for  that  exprefs  purpofe,  and 

thi^t 
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that  refolation  was  recorded  on  the  journals  of  the  Hoofe. 
The  bill  itfelf  ftood  at  that  moment  on  the  ftatute  book  with 
tiie  title  *'  to  remove  doubts  occafioned  by  the  former  a&»^ 
and  he  could  venture  toftate,  that  it  had  uodergone  difcui&ons 
in  another  Houfe.  The  honourable  Gentleman  had  noticed^ 
in  one  of  his  refolutions,  that  the  treafury  bills  paid  by  the 
Bank  amounted  to  15  millions;  but  thequeftion  was  not, 
what  had  or  what  had  not  been  paid,  but  what  was  the  amount  of 
the  out-ftandingdebty  and  what  the  opportunities  Government 
had  to  difcha^e  it.  He  felt,  that  he  lay  under  peculiar  difad- 
vantage  in  ftating,  but  it  was  a  difadvantage  which  no  human 
ibrefight  could  poffibly  provide  for,  that  he  had  been  very  much 
difappointed  in  the  unexpc£ted  amount  of  the  bills  drawn  from 
the  Continent.  It  was  equally  true,  that  the  fame  difappoint- 
ment  took  place  with  refpedt  to  the  fums  drawn  for  to  meet 
the  exigencies  of  the  war  in  the  Weft  Indies,  and  he  could  not 
even  at  that  moment  fute  what  might  be  their  exac^  amount. 
Therefore,  when  the  honourable  Gentleman  contended  as  an 
aigument  in  favour  of  his  own  conclufions,  that  there  had  been 
many  .  difappointments  in  the  different  budgets,  he  contended 
for  a  matter  which  could  not  be  denied,  and  was  certainly  an 
a&ir  of  great  and  ferious  concern ;  but  he  at  the  fame  time 
admitted  that  the  financial  ftatements  were  corredt,  founded, 
as  they  evidently  were,  on  the  probable  efti mates  laid  before 
the  Houfe.  With  refpefl  to  the  fincerity  of  intention  mani- 
fefted  by  Government,  in  their  endeavours  to  carry  into  exe- 
cution the  aflurances  made  of  reducing  the  advances,  he  (hould 
beg  leave  to  refer  to  No.  10  of  the  Appendix  to  the  report  of 
the  Seled  Committee,  by  which  it  appeared  that  the  outftand- 
ingbills  of  Exchange  were  reduced  on  the  5ih  of  January 
1795,  to  1,796,0001.  and  on  the  31ft  of  March,  to  500,000!. 
That  they  were  not  kept  to  that  low  fum,  he  could  only  ob- 
jcSt  the  increafe  of  the  great  and  unavoidable  expences  which 
could  not  be  forefeen  in  the  profecution  of  the  war.  What, 
hefhould  aik,  was  the  amount  of  the  bills  of  Exchange  paid 
by  Government  from  the  5th  of  January  1795,  to  the  5th  of 
January  1796?  They  would  be  found  to  make  the  vaft  fum 
of  8  millions,  while  the  outftanding  bills  were  only  500,0001. 
He  had  not  fufficient  forefight  to  enable  him  to  pay  them  all 
off,  but  that  he  did  it  within  500,0001.  could  not  be  denied.  In 
making  this  ftatement,  he  merely  v^ifhed  to  prove  to  the  fatsfac- 
tion  of  the  Houfe,  that  the  declaration  on  his  part  to  carry  into 
execution  the  affurances  made  of  reducing  the  advances  to 
^?ernment  was  perfe^ly  i^ncere,  ^nd  he  bad  only  to  lament 

that 


bS«  WOODFALL*S  f»ARtTAM£NTARY  REPORTS.       [Cowmori, 

tbat  his  moft  fangmne  defires,  and  his  confiant  exerttons  to 
attain  that  great  obje6i,  had  failed  from  the  moft  unavoidable 
circamftanccs.  The  admifllon  of  the  Govtrnors  and  Direc- 
tors of  tiw  Bank  themfclvcs  was  a  point  which  fliould  not  be 
tyverlooked.  So  far  were  they  from  thinking  that  advances  to 
Government  were  prejudicial  to  them,  that  their  own  con- 
iuGt  furniOied  a  ftrong  refutation  of  that  idea.  After  their 
reprcfentations  to  him  in  November,  on  the  danger  of  mak- 
ing advances,  they  abfolutely  agreed  to  the  fame  meafore 
in  the  fubfequent  month  of  July,  and  then  advanced  money 
on  the  land  and  malt,  notwitliftanding  their  previous  re- 
monftrances.  He  next  came  to  the  qucftion  of  the  remit- 
tances made  to  the  Emperor  in  1796;  and  here  he  would 
fubmit  to  the  candour  of  the  Houfc,  whether  the  aflurances 
made  to  the  Bank  of  reducing  the  advances,  could  with  the 
lead  degree  of  confiftency  be  undcrftood  as  operating  to  bind 
up  the  Executive  Government  from  making  any  remittances 
whatever,  however  great  the  urgency  of  fuch  a  meafure  might 
be,  and,  however  ncctfTtry  for  the  public  fafety.  The  irfult 
of  fuch  an  argument,  if  it  were  once  admitted,  would  clearly 
be,  that  the  Executive  Government  would  give  up  every 
means  of  adding  as  it  was  lx>und  to  do,  for  the  fervice  of  the 
ftate,  and  according  to  the  exigence  and  the  neceffity  of  the 
cafe  which  might  occur.  When  fuch  a  motion  as  was  then  be* 
fore  the  Houfe  wasinfiftedon,  it  certainly  was  not  too  much  to 
afk  that  the  grounds  on  which  the  charge  was  made  (hould 
be  plain  and  free  from  ambiguity.  Without  therefore 
meaning  any  perfonal  application  as  to  himfelf,  he  was 
at  liberty  to  require  that  the  Houfe  (hould  weigh  with 
peculiar  caution  an  evidence  arlfmg  out  of  a  verbal  corref- 
pondeiKe,  and  in  which  one  of  the  parties  was  diftant  and 
not  even  confulted  when  it  was  committed  to  writing,  after 
an  interval  of  two  or  three  days.  For  fuch  was  the  nature 
of  the  teftimony  laid  before  the  Committee  in  the  mi- 
nutes of  the  Direflors,  relative  to  their  applications  to  him^ 
and  his  anfwers  to  thofe  applications.  Since,  therefore,  the 
evidence  was  of  fo  very  Joofe  a  kind,  the  Houfe  was  called  up- 
on to  aft  with  peculiar  delicacy.  The  advances  which  had 
taken  place  fince  the  applications  of  the  Dircftors  to  him,  arofe 
evidently  out  of  a  new  ftate  of  things,  and  could  not  apply  to 
any  difcuiTion  on  that  fubjeft  which  had  previoufly  exifted  be- 
tween them.  Since  the  evidence  laid  before  the  Committee 
hajd  been  fo  minutely  dwelt  on  by  the  honourable  Gentleman, 
he  alfo  thought  it  necefiary  to  refer  in  his  own  defence  to  that 

teftidion; . 
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teflimony.  Mr.  Giles  dated,  that  ttie  conveifation  which, 
had  taken  place  was  relative  both  to  the  loan  and  to  the 
advances,  yet  it  was  fomewhat  fingubr,  that  in  the  mi-* 
nutes  made  of  that  converfation,  no  mention  whatever  wai^ 
made  of  the  advances.  Mr.  Raikes,  on  the  contrary,  and  he 
believed  no  man  could  obje£b  to  the  refpediabiUty  of  that  Gen** 
tleman's  declaration,  pofitively  dated,  that  tlie  converfattoa 
had  no  relation  whatever  to  future  advances.  Thus,  though 
there  appeared  no  evidence  thai  the  conveifation  related  to  ad* 
vances,  and  though  no  notice  whatever  had  been  given  to  h'xssK 
on  that  fubjedt,  it  was  direAly  prcfled  upon  him  as  a  fpecific 
ground  of  crimination,  and  he  was  to  be  cenfured  for  a  breach 
of  faith,  in  not  confidcring  himfelf  bound  to  the  ])erformance 
of  a  condition  with  which  he  was  perfe6tly  unacquainted.  If 
the  Dire&ors  of  the  Bank  were  aftually  in  poITeffion  of  evi^ 
dence  which  they  had  reafon  to  think  might  convi£l  him^ .  was « 
it  to  be  believed  that  they  would  not  bring^  it  diredlly  forward 
as  a  charge  againft  him,  mote  particularly  as  they  were  led  Uk 
coniider  it  in  the  light  of  a  racafare  on  which  their  own  fafety 
lb  edentially  depended?  But  fo  vciy  far  was  the  tcftimony 
from  being  incontrovertible,  that  it  refted  on  the  moft  feeble 
grounds,  and  was  in  itfelf  perfcftly  contradidlory,  one  Gentle-* 
man  dating  a  matter  which  was  not  recorded  in  the  minutes, 
and  the  other  giving  evidence  diredily  contrary  to  the  fbrmer'9 
declaration. 

He  next  came  to  difcufs  liow  far  the  remittances  made  to  the 
Emperor  could  be  confulcred  as  the  principal  leading  caufes  of 
the  Order  of  Council.  Here  it  was  neceflary  for  him  to  no* 
tice  a  podtion  aflumed  by  the  honourable  Gentleman,  that 
becaufe  certain  fums  were  advanced,  there  d^ould  be  Bank 
Notes  equal  in  amount  to  the  total  of  thofe  advances.  In  the 
courfe  of  the  year  1783,  the  advances  were  little  Icfs  than 
about  this  period,  yet  it  was  well  known  that  the  Notes  in  pir- 
culation  in  December,  17839  were  not  above  dx  millions. 
There  was  dnce  that  time  a  difference  in  their  amount  fron^ 
dx  millions  to  between  nine  and  ten  millions.  It  certainly 
(jould  form  no  reafon,  that  becaufe  the  advances  were  greatly 
beyond  the  notes  idued,  that  the  notes  were  not  equal  to  meet 
them.  The  various  circulation  of  notes,  and  the  circuitous 
manner  in  which  they  went  through  diiFercnt  hands,  account* 
ed  for  a  fmall  quantity  of  them  being  competent  to  difcharge 
demands  fuperior  in  their  amount.  But  it  was  faid,  if  tiie  ad- 
vances had  not  been  made,  the  Bank  would  have  been  fafe.  If 
by  the  Bant  being  fafe  was  meant  that  it  would  be  able  to  wind 
up  its  affairs,  he  could  not,  for  his  own  part,  conddcr  that  as 
an  affair  of  iafety :  and  he  hoped  it  would  not  be  conddered  as 
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fuch  by  any  perfon  who  was  Terbufly  concerned  for  the  profpe- 
rity  and  credit  of  the  coantry.    With  refped  to  the  fafety  of 
the  Bank,  he  was,  on  the  contrary,  of  opinion,  that  it  really 
confifted  in  giving  vigour  to  the  trade  and  commerce  of  the 
country,  by  difFufing  a  circulating  medium,  without  which 
the  nation  would  be  unable  to  preterve  its  affluence  and  inde- 
pendence, and  without  which  its  deareft  interefts  would  be  ab» 
folutely  deftroyed.  It  was,  he  acknowledged,  a  queftion  of  very 
great  importance,  how  far  a  greater  or  lefs  iflue  of  paper  was  fa- 
vourable to  commerce.     The  honourable  Gentleman  faid,  the 
Bank  of  England  departed  from  the  charadler  of  fimplicity  and 
honefty,  which  ought  to  diftinguifh  all  eftablifliments  of  that 
kind,  when  they  had  not  money  fufficient  to  difcharge  all  theit 
oat-ftanding  notes.     So  far  from  thinking  fo,  he  would  aflert^' 
that  if  Banks  were  compelled  to  have,  upon  every  unfounded 
and  unfbrefeen  alarm,  a  fufficient  quantity  of  money  to  anfwer 
the  demands  that  might  pofltbly  might  be  made  upon  themi 
there  was  at  once  an  end  to  that  principle  upon  which  banking 
had  uniformly  been  condu£^ed.    That  principle  he  had  always 
underflood  to  be  the  employing  a  circulating  capital  greater 
than  the  real  one.    The  honourable  Gentleman  had  offered  no 
new  amiments  to  ihew  that  it  was  improper  in  the  Bank  to 
encreaie  their  ilTues  of  paper.     When  a  part  of  the  circulating 
capital  necei&ry  for  the  purpofes  of  commerce  had,  by  what? 
ever  uieans,  been  taken  out  of  the  country,  it  was  necei&ry  to 
replenifh  the  void  which  had  been  created.    The  only  obvious 
means  of  doing  this,  was  to  ifiue  Bank  Notes  fo  long  as  a  de- 
mand for  them  exifted.  Whatever  the  honourable  Gentleman 
might  think  of  this  propofition,  it  was  certainly  one  which 
ought  not  to  be  rcjefted  without  due  confideration.  He  might 
indeed  bejuftified  in  arguing  that  die  country  had  now  ex- 
perience of'^its  truth,  and  of  the  utility  of  its  pra^cai  applica- 
tion.    The  honourable  Gentleman  entertained  great  doubts 
whether  any  diminution  in  circulation  could  be  afcribed  as  a 
caufe  of  the  flopping  of  the  Bank,  and  therefore  feems  to  con«> 
elude,  that  that  event  was  entirely  owing  to  the  money  fent 
otit  of  the  country.     But  did  not  the  honourable  Gehtlemaa 
acknowledge  that  the  ambunt  of  country  bank  notes  in  cir- 
culation had  been  greatly  reduced  ?  and  was  it  not  obvious  that 
the  operation  of  this  diminution  would  be  a  demand  for  cafh, 
or  fome  other  fubflitute,  wherever  it  could  be  found  ?  Now  the 
notes  of  the  Bank  of  England  affording  an  eafy  opportunity  to 
the  holder  to  turn  them  into  cafh,  it  was  evident  that  the  de- 
creafe  of  country  bank  notes  would  tend  to  drain  the  Bank 
of  fpecic.    He  next  came  to  the  cjucflion,  how  far  the  money 

fent 


^oat'Oi^t;  of  the  coupuy,  4to  the  Emppror^  qf.  iq^  iinYbfthMT 
|Wer,  ha/d  le4  to^tbe  Order  of  C9Mncii,of  ,tV  26vh  .^MvebKir; 
^nr,i^((.s  Hp^olcv  in  the  firft  |)bG9»  qbferyc,  thatifi|^w9% 
ctlaVJ.lthedK  tt)AC  tDc^re  w^re  agifat  jnu^b^pf  odipr  caufi^i^ 
which  ipigh^  ail  hiaivc  equajiy  cpafpircd  t^.^ufo^cejtbaitevout,  i^ 
^tiy  fi6t,  jyitb ,  apy  dcgrpc  of  |uftio^,  .§f ;  aff  rilM;d  to  thi|% 
<aV  ^^biic*     If 'it  ,yvais  cftabliflic^  tha^/an  ^'^re^fd.capiial> 

^txie.  time  a  dttninuti  q  i^  t^ie  ..ap^punt, ipf ,  Qouptry.  Bapl^^* 
Botjt^,^whi(^  opeirgted  to  makc,iVun,cn,th€i  J5avk----if  Jthcli?. 
shid  manV  pther^  caufcs  appeared  to  have  had  9^  (hare  in'  op.V 
cafioning  thofe  circumflaoces.  which.  repden;d  the  ordipcof 
Cojuhci^  neceflary,  he  i)eli^yed  the  hpfio^r^Ue  GendenHM^ 
iJrqiifd  hnd  it  jn)p^F)blef.tpporfuade.,thei^>^  iiiti  it  ..was  fyfc^  t 

4r  &Ulli6n.     There  werp,  many  di^erent  ihcpries  qf  the  ba-^ 
lance  ^f*  trade/  JimJ  Hc>jWould  not  fubfcribc  io  any  of  them,' 
ijpdrf^ndWever,^^     antliprity  they  .'might  (ifUoAt  withoujt 
4f9AfiiItin|;  his  Q>rn  jucjg^enr.     Much.a$  h^.refgeded  the; 
^iU^dni  of  th^t  jmat  Kvrh^^     whofe'iVQrkf  the  honourable f 
^eiftf^mah  haa' quoted^  h'^  coujd  not  help  cfifTenting  from^ 
ify'^^  maxims  Which  he  hfid  advai^cc^d.  .  He.t))6ii£Kt  that: 
^^ktautnorj^thojugh  always  ingenious,  fometimes  injudici-^ 
cjiiSL  '  It'woulcf.^elbund,  however,  that  Mr*  ^<)am  Smith, ! 
ihdeaJ  of  gbtng'tHe  length  of  the  honoura&Ie  Gentlemani^; 
Kad  treated  it  as, a  vulgar  opinion ,  that  a  numbfr.pf^milllpns* 
lent  oCit  of  tKcCbiintiry  during  war»  was  injurious  to  COQ)-*; 
itiier'ce/.  The  hdno^^able  G^entlema^  ha^  g^v^;}  .{ui  aiipiopi-^^ 
tton .  to  '(he  Houicn  ar>d  he*  would, take  adyafkUge  of  that 
admonition.  !  He  ,h^  (^^idii  t^at  iC  tw^  events.accomganied 
each  other,  it  was, hot' proper  1o  air^rt,  th^t  one  was  the 
caufe,  aqd  the  other  ^he  e0e(%«     He  would  fi^y  alfo,  and  he. 
l>^Iteved  'the  honourable  Gentleman  would  agree  with  ^ixn  irr 
t^t  opinion, '  that,  tl^ough  orie  event  (hoiild  WprediAed  to 
be  the  effe^pf  another,  it  was  neither  juft  npr  proper  tQ* 
conclude,  merely  becaufe  it  fo  happened  that  tke  predi^on^ 
\iiras  founded,  in  truth.     B^uf h  had  beejp  laid  by  the  honour- 
able Cjentlemani  of  thediUrciTed  (late;  of  the  country;  but 
vHien  the  ftate  of  the  Exchange  was  proved  to  be  favourable, . 
and  the  exports  encreafmg,  it  would  be  impofiible  for  the 
hboourable  gentleman  taprevail  upon  the  Houfe  to  believe, 
fhat  our  trade  wa^  in^  fuch  a  fitnation  as  Ite  had  defcribed  it/ 
VowlXh  •  Y  Indeed, 


tedlftd^'Il  Was  ii  gfeii  cmtfolation  for  the  Hdafe  fcrf^^H^ 

Sw,    It  #S**3  frfft  Afttto^e'dfrpiitcd,  'xM  %c  Ah'iM%iS 
AoA«y  iiAWIh  the  {Jocrntif,  i&  nbt  lidft  thah  iJt;tfi^^tiyiIl 

t¥oiiBIe  the 

jea.'  ]pfe  ft^d.dtflyttfifetc,  ttv^lii  left  the'( 
^u*ft!pri  in'th^if.liahdsii  and^He*'Wai5;r*"^'*' 
^ouVd  dete^ri^inc 


v^6;  ft  would  be  i^pK^p^r  to  de^iiTiVtKii'll^if^  long 
the  fiftjlta  wfitch  witi  now  before  it;'   jfJjLwBuId  r  ' 
f6re,:l)chcjpctf(Jnit  he  was'notfdtitf'^Wikingi 
«Win  it  Ibitgi  iirhild  ht  thiiie  folnl!' '6()%iti9ns 
|»d  ftlleii  fr6trfYKe  Right  hdriOiftab1i'Ge'iflfijik«^rA^ 
rf  peat  leri^H  arid  cdnfid^rabld  lab^ifrJ  '  Thll\laK>ur  L 
Kfeh  tttUdH  etnplo*ed  ort  dbubtfdl  pblttts  tt'tlle<iy,-6n''i^ 
if  -#lis  n;itur/  W  e^cpeft  fom^  'ffiMSrcii^'?  ilf'pprni^^^^ 
mm,  tttanV  ^t,  WWbli  Were  --^-'-^  •'^^^'^^  ''^^-'  -^^--^ 

few  iri  W  lll(!kitcc  anNrered ;  ,  _..  , 

grounded  KU  tf^ehce  on  ah  emi're  m|frtp^rcht|tt^^ 

^v1*ehcc  to, Mrhiqh^he  had  referred;  arid  m  faany.  iii 'w*^* 

Inl'hkd  niJidb  ofp  df  the  mpft  forced  and  unnatdral  conH 

tfon's. 

JhKfibIc  dc'i^rtre'the  catofe  6f  the'feiltvVoPtKe'Banlc;  iM 

fhtft  In  k  'Way' t^  t^^hidh^  He  had"  n6t*fiirfy  advcr\cdjn  ifA 

cbuth  6f  his  foe^h.    'What'wi'J  thtf  ftiUfohune  Jrhieft^ 


.-  ..  .^ pjf  duWic 

filth  fn  Ac  <!:ondoR'6f  the  Mijfiiftef/  That  wis  t^e  accu^ 
<itioft  offils  Ifoiioufable'  FrienJ  who  brobkht  i\\ii  fiibicSt 
ftiiwaW.  That  was'the  accufation  which  the  jytinifter  had 
tdanfwer.  tte  defended  hlmtetf  by  elaborate  ar^uoieh'ts^ 
tehcfing'io  flieW  that  "his  waht  all  hhfi^  or  rather  *^iia^  the 
iftu(is'\9hich  he  occafioned  from  th6  Bankf,*  Were  pof  the.ex- 
cluilVe  caufe  of  the  failure  ther«.  *  That  was  ^ever  ftatcrfTtb 
he'fo.  It  was  liever  j^rfetended;  that  other  c'apfes  might  not 
have  had  afliare  in  producing  ih?  e#ed.  There  were  cnuFca 
w))i^b  1IVP  cuold  not  preVeAti  that  might  have  coQtribtited  Vq 

:-  *^     -ifc 


^x  ^ I      W0OtlPAtL*0  MttlAMUlfilklir  iifiMRTS.  Hi 

<N  f^d  iM^  1^  Mbi(br  wasiiol  aotu&d  m  their  «ocoititi^ 
|(f  Af4JI  9Cs^ufaiffC  mly  wimtlic  ooald  ikave  piieventedy  aii4 
frhf4.  U  Jfr»s  bu  duty  40  prevettU  Tbck-e, was  np^  4o<ibt»  btH 
(h^t  iht  sihfva  of  invgfio9  bad  a  confidcxable  ikare  in  paufin^ 
ijbie  drain  iipQii  tb^  Baok.  Tha^  alami,  perkaps,  the  Mi* 
i^Aer  .<:Q.(|ld  0jQt  prevent  aliogether ;  although*  perhaf  s,  it 
y^j|»  an  alarm .  vhick  he  might  have  diminiflied  ;  but  th^ 
9J^^Tgm  agai^(t  him  was  of  another  nature,  a  charge  which» 
Md^ffu  he  tbd  oat  anfwered.  There  was  one  part  of  the 
Minifter'f  ar^^juoieot  which  would  be  very  convenient  to 
i^^  if  the  Houfegave  at  full  cicdit.  |t  was  this^  that  if 
it  iicould  n^t  be  proved  how  muchjcould  be  afcrabed  to  each 
^life,  it  was  iiqfair  to  blame  him  from  that  which  had  hap-. 
|^nf.d  fp  Public  Credit.  In  order  to  anfwer  this  he  woiiU 
rib^sve,  it  was  fuficient  to  (ay,  that  much  of  the  ^vit  wai 
ivving  to  the  conitiA  of  the.  MiniQer,  however  other  evepff 
fiiigiM  aUb  have  cimtributpd  a-  fhare  in  augmenting  it.  That 
^b  Qo^duSt  had  had  that  efFed»  was  evident  from  experi^ 
imoe.  Vfc  had  known  other  alarms  of  an  invafion,  and 
jfe|  the  ttkA  wa^  not  the  fame  upon  the  Bank»  as  bad  b^en 
IB  the  pjEefent  cafe*  But. even  ^ippofing  the  oonduA  of  tho 
Afiiufter  bad  not  pooduced  the  evils  which  it  aAually  dii 
pjoduge^  yet  ftill  he  would  fay  that  his  condvA  wascri** 
minal  upon  the  fice  of  it,  becaufe  it  had  a  dUcSt  and  obvioue 
^dency  to  produce ^vil.  The  charge  againft  the  Miniftct 
w;i^  twofo14»  Firft,  that  he  had  cau(ed  the  Bank  to  mako 
vnieafonable  advances,  and  to  an  enormous  amount,  upon 
.Treafury  Blll^  Upon  this  the  M iniftctr  defended  himfetf 
]iy  ftatingy  that  the  AA  of  Parliament,  upon  the  authorftjr 
gi  which  tbis  prance  hgd  taken  place,  was  not  %  clande& 
^ine  AA  of  palrliameni.  We  all  know,  that  ftriaiy  fpeak«» 
ing,  there  could  be  no  fuch  thin^  as  a  clandeftine  law ;  that 
^v«erv  b^dy  was, bound  to  know  u ;  that  it  was  the  doty  of 
the  Members  of  that  Houfe,  to  attend  to  and  watch  the 

ETogrefs  of  every  Bill  in  that  Houie ;  biK  yet,  fpeaking  tk# 
mguage  of  pra&ical  common  fenfe,  It  was  well  knowa 
tbaf  there  were  many  things  pafled  as  bufinefs  of  courle  ia 
that  Hoofe,  to  which  the  mafa  of  tha^  Houfe  were  inatlei^ 
tiife ;  nor  covid  the  Minifter  Uame  them  for  being  ib,  fincf 
Jbc  himfeU  had  ftaled<  that  in  the  multiplicity  of  public 
flflrairs,  he  bad  forgot  to  attend  to  a  fiii^eA  m  which  milliont 
oi  moaey  wiere  concetned.  However,  the  Minifter  had  in- 
trodiiced  a  clavie  jnto  the  A&.  of  William  smd  Mary,  whk^ 
a^caoiiciied  to  a  complete  ei^afion  of  the  laAiitary  provMSoos  elf 

Y  a  that 


jn  t«D0Q7AtX*S  PJtolAMEKTiCRT  REPORTS;      [6>M»Mir, 

that .  ftaKute^'  He-  caUed  4t  a  chafe  ctiSy  to^ye^ove  deebca  5 
dpufa^ts.wibic^Mbarcity  thougiittivotth'ontdrtiinidg ;  fe  iittte 
fiid  t\M  appear  to  i>e  So,  iimx  be  hadv  <on  tbe«c<lnffar)F»  A 

<;leac  .Qpiniaa.t1iai:  ihciStatutc,  before  the  Mtnifief-ifitr^dueei 
W  cUitie  Jnto  ity' ab^Lacely  prohibited,  itttderii  Cbvftt^  pe^ 
rtalty^  thQ  iffptiig  ofrniqney^in  the  manner  inwhi^h-thtSanfl 
liad  af^rwards  Hfued.il  ta  Gavernmexii^  -  The  MIniftfer'had 
faid|.  that  the  Bapk  had  -xione.  £0  before  this  claiile  fOtlierfi 
That  many  things  had  beea  doiie,  which  were  irregulari  h^ 
bad  AC  doubt ;  nor  was  U  diificuh  toaflign  areafon  why  th4 
Dire^locs . flioiild  apply  for  aa  amendment  t<>.ail'A<^y*tli^ 
provifions  of  which  ioflided  a  penalty  on-fhemfelves^  (g^ 
what  (out  pf  inadvertence)  or  a  difpofition^  to  oblige-'thd 
Miniiler)  thjcy  had  formerly; done.    -But  the  AA  al)udedtis| 
fvas  hot  that  for  which. the  Directors  4>pliod  t-^tbcjy*  tiM 
fppjied  only  for  that  which,  would  empower  tbeih  toi  ifl^ 
money  to  a  limited  fum.   .The  A3t  was  palled  to  empower 
them  to  ifluQ  moiley^  but  omitting  any  thing  like  litnitaftiod 
to  the  funa.     This'was  criminal  in  the  Mtnifteir ;  it>r  it  gavd 
to  him  a  fatal  facility  of  command  over  all  the  ca(h  in  the 
Bapk  %  and  wc  all  know  ,thr  uiehe  has  made  of' that  power* 
He  faid  npw,  indeed,  that  he  intended  to  make  a  moderate 
ufe  of  that  p'pwer.     He  jpromifed  to  do>  fo**    He  faid^  'that 
he  intended  to  keep  his  word.     He  made  that  promife*  fill 
times  ;.  and  it  was:  fix  times  he  broke  that  promife.     Thto 
might  do  Very,  well  for  fuch  a  Minifter  4is'the  pre(bnt(  boC 
he  apprehended  that».if  a  man  was  to  follow  iiich  a  pradictf 
in  the  cpiirfe  of  privatb  life,  his  rcpuution  for  hon«fty 
^.ould  not  fye  very.  high.    The  Miniuer  (aid*  that  he^at*' 
culated^upod  the. probability  of  circiimfta^^f  as  well  ^  he 
couldy  but.  they  came  fo  thick  upon  him  that  ke  was  di& 
^pointed.,  Ths^t  might  be  an  apology  for  the  fecoiid  appli-^ 
canon ;  but  Mfliat  Ws  to  be  faid  for  tne  3d, .  44ht  5th,  and 
6th  t  were  they  all  to  be  apologies  for  o&e  smother,  as  the 
Ihe  firft  was  for  the  fccondf—^Tiiey  certainly  could  not  2 
there  was  evident  itilfcondud  on  the  face  of  it.     But^  the 
^inifter  laid  great  ftrefs  upon  the  fums  x>f  money  which  he 
^d-canfed  ta  be  repaid  into  the  Bank  from  time  to  time,  to 
jcecp  pk  engagc??ftent  with  the  DireSors.  .  To  which  th^ 
anPwer^was,  iSiat.  was  apt  the  engagement  s  the  engage- 
inenVi^aS,  that  tW.^aok  (hduld  never  be  in  advance  t<§ 
Coyerhm^m  beyond  a  certain"^fum.    The  Bank  had  nevet 
faid,. if  he  paid  them*  one,  twd,  three,  foiir.' five,  lir  any 
l^uoibcr  of  iniUion^i,  thit  then  he  ^ould^draw^upoR  4hem.  ta 
r-.v  -       '  any 


any  ilfAoliiit'litf  pfcaft*:  'TKfc  cmgagertitJnk  Irife;  Biat  Gov 
tniem  ihb^iM  'nt^ver  "be  in  their  Bcbt  at'ahy  oAfe  thne  a1!>W 
Ralf  A  irtttJlott.  '  Tfet^  wSis  tfce  prom!fc'WhiW*c  WinfRc 
had'fttqberttly  mide,  andai?'fteiqTieMly Irbk^  •" This  SviiJ 
ir  6rihiein»thfe*  Mlmft^r.'  rfad  it  happened  Kit  once,  and 
fhat'''wh<*nf^PSiifiatnent  v^is'not  fitting,  ifccre  mtglit  haSvc  beeA 
Ibifiodiing  Iflcft  ati  e^fcufcfor  it.  ''Btit'hc  ^teti'^tlirs  prac6 
tk^^^a  #hote  yba^,'  and-  Aever*ofice  intitrtatcd  it  to  PSr- . 
Hdmentiatthough,  in  that  time;  Nc;  brought  foVwai?  &  Loari^ 
and  opened,  as  He  Taid^  to  the  Houfe,  all  the  eirCuntftance^ 
of  'the  finance  of  the  country.  He  concealed  'alT  thl^  front 
the  Houfe^and'ihs  publici'  even  after  the  fttong  nicmori^ 
6f*theBahk  againft  his  cond6ft.  He  even;  after  aH  thi^, 
fpdvtlM  his  Majefty  in  the  month  of  Oflober,  to  tell  us,  tha^ 
IheVetiad  been  a  temporary  difficulty,  but  concealed  that  he; 
had  thus  extorted  money  from"  the  Bank!  Nothing  appeaf-ed 
at  that  time,  that  he  had  failed  to  fulfil 'his  promifts  with  the, 
Bank.  At  that  time,  therefore,  he  made  no  pfovifion  for 
Ais  extortion.  '  Perhaps,  the  Minifterdid  notthink  of  thefef 
trifles  at  that  time ;  his  mtnd  was  otherwife  employed;  ir 
was  occupied,  perhaps,  with  his  Cavalry^  Militia,  and  other 
gbed  and  popular  Bills,  which  were  paflihg  at  that  time  ^ 
and'he  was  willing  that  the  Members  of  the  Houfe  fboiiltf 
g^) 'info  the  country  with  nothing  upon  their  minds,,  but  xh^ 
plarf  whereby  ^hde  excellent  Bilh  (hbuld'be  carried  rrtta 
ptildii^al  effeft'.  •  He  could  not  find  in  tHe  *  time  one 
day*  tc  come  tb 'the  Houfe,  and  ftate  the  truth  upon  tho 
fituation  of  the  finance  of  the  conntry.  And  now  that  thefe 
tlnngs  wefe  objefled  to,  the  Minifter  expcdled  to  be  zt- 
fitted  by  the  Houft-,  that  ivai  to  fay,  that  he  laid  his  cafe 
itfofti  Houfi  of  Commons  that  had  ^n  entirc'depen'dancc 
on  the  will  of  the 'Crown,  arfd  was  wholly  unconncftedf 
with' the  people, '  and  therefore  regardlefs  of  their  intercfts.' 
Tbaliliey  were,  what  Tome  invidious  perfons  ftated  them. 
ta  be,  a  '*6dy  of^'m^n'^^o  mifreprefented  the  people  of 
fiAgland.  That  It  was  enough  for  the  Minifter  to  rccu^ 
to  what  had' been  called  the  burthen  of  a  fong,  "  He  had  not 
time.*'*  Hfe  had^not  time  to  t^ll  us  the  truth  of  the  ftate  c^ 
thi  finance  of  this  country,  tit  had  riot  time  to  afk  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  whethet  they  woiifd  enable  him  to' 
furll  a  prtnntfe"^hith  he  "Wad  made  without  their  con fent, 
or  even  knowledge.  '  He  had' not  time  to  inform  u^  of  wha.t* 
Re  ^^s doing,  although  he  ftoulid  afterW^rcJ^  Callfor  taxes 
to  ddtayAhe  txjJenifcrlrf  It.  -'ih  had  no  rccolleaion,  per-'* 
' haps^ 


hMP^  of  «4A  ilwt  ^i|Wb  fflliMmht  it  w»  bw  tiiitxtU^iir  ;iKt 
ifecwieJitt  tfait  rttidtaA  tP  H  »ei«m  th^.C^bificu-  .|yU 
ISte mnftM^r  t^.pi|li»rlal  p|iit«  o£  ihr ,evi4eiiui  of  |Ar^ 
GUet^i  Mr.  Bofim^uff^  wd  other  (kmlKiiioiv>«0  .ftaic^  uT 
dK^RqxMTt^^mofckr  to  ftcw  thot  tbb4iaia>upmithefiwk 
was  Ipcdntai  oat  to  the  Chaocellor  at  the  ExcheqUolr^.as  wbU 
acthe  cfitA  Whscl)  it  wteU  produce.;. aad  9iiro  to ^wi^  tboff 
^  Ojl^odors  imfierftood  tho  ChanccJlor  of  tbe  £xcb«i|9eir 
fp  declsiO  and  promife  ta  them^  at  ao  carhr  peciod>o£  ^hs* 
corre%|ondeiice  between   theiii«    that  no  funhcf  Loaii  or 
Hivancea  were  .to  he  made  to  the  Emperor,  before  fhofaf 
advances  alnadp  loade  bjr  the  Bank  fhould  be   reduced^ 
Ttnc  canMSHty  of.  the  tHml^^uth  of  which  promife  was  ttjr 
condiiA  ^of  the  MiaiAer^*  and  that  was  the  mod  maieriat^' 
^fge  agiioA  him.    He  bhmed  the  Dii»aors  (or  nol^ 
liaviog  referred 'to  the  letter,  and  the  IjfHritof  our  Cdnftitii4: 
doo»  and  have  come  to  the  Hobfe  of  Commons,  and  ftttei^ 
the  whole  tmth,  in  order  to  give  the  Hoofe  of  Commonf ' 
an  opportudity  of  ftopeing  the  MiniAer  in  his  niihont 
^reer.    But  what  would  be  the  tfltA  on  the  public  tnh^tT 
i^  confequence  of  what  had*  happened  ?  They  would  feel/ 
^at  the  Houfe  had  entered  into  a  dreadful  war  upon  th^ 
Utihority  of  the  Mtnifter  as  to  its  neceflity.    That,  iiji  fcpn-^ 
fequence  of  the  connexion  between  that  Mtnifter  and  fh<P 
B^f  the  expence  of  z  great  part  of  that  wai^  was.  to  be^ 
fupported  for  a  tipie  by  advances  made  by  the  Bs^iifk  to'  tba£' 
Mimfter,  Without  (b  much  as  the  knowledge  of  the  Ktpip^ 
(i»itatives  of  the  people ;  and  this  was,  after  aH,  a  freo' 
Cbnftitution,  where  the  Minifter  ke|>t  from  the  knowledge 
of  the  {people,  even  the  mode  of  raiilng  the  moneys  which,, 
they  W(^e  to  pay.    He  knew  th^t  thei^  was  fome  excufe^ 
for  the  Direaors,  for  the  terror  that  was  held  out  to  thenv 
jnisht  have  had  fome  efFei^  upon  their  condud,   to  lay 
nothing  of  the  poflibility  of  another  fpecies  of  inflpence  |, 
but  the  Minifter  was  left  abfoluteiy  without  .excufp.  . 

.He  pD0ceeded  upon  tlie  fubje^  of  the  drain  of  ca(h,  and  a(^ 
fjgned  fur  it  reafons  very  different  from  tho(e  urged  by  tl^ 
jpiappcUor  of  the  Exclieqaer.  ^e  ridiculed  the  id^a  diat  sat 
^tenipt  on  the  part  of  the  Br^k  tq  ^pfTen  the  ootftandlng  de* 
niands  againft  it,  in  order  to  prcferv^  credit,  ^ould  be  injurioiis. 
CO  their  intereft,  &c.  as  atfo  the  motipns  pf  the  Mimfter  ar  >i> 
'  Wiiat  he  called  die  necieiimy  iff  I^cteafiog' the  circulating  ife* 
d^um  bfsfora  it  was  proved  that,  out  capital  was  ina^afedtr^di 
attempts  refexobled  thpfe  of  a  (pfop  ^gpOf  bpcaufe  fpeoe  waa 

icarcr^ 


^cip  dJaitged  hn  gt>M  ifhb  flitter;  "aittd  fflver  itno^ftd  eveky 
ArV;if¥<siti«^tb$Vbid>the  in«odi)ier]fieiiM>of'iig«i»Mlibi^ 
ofij^ci^.'  f^if  cOriMiderf  aMb  *sil4hAyi$  AMtt  mbchtfiMllT^ 

MinMer^i  eonoltifttxK  frdoiDM  4iA(pM|  aiidic&pattii  ioc^Arf 

\kpoa  the  HqBfs.  Upon  tlicfcjMics  li^/ajd'thil  \hami\mbaa§ 
toeh  ^/dftiiUt  of  reafoaon  the  patt^  the  Minifteir*.  He  oIk 
frrv^  tibxt'tbe  Mioiftec  had  be^n  fkafed  to  iigi  .gibing  to  us 
afoomfolrtjQoihe  general  (ca)e. of  Europe,  well  knowing  h0 
^onldnot  do  fa    Thttv^wfly^pdifit  pC.fm^  had  at? 

tvtnflfe^  WOS:  thaCrof  tl^  ^^itw.t  of  wm  ^qiibcrt:e»  Tbece  wa» 
^<K»rtioi  woas  ,tb>t;^. Wye*  Hi'  w|jArfb*P^J<Jpp»riR<l  liMtbib^ 
Miniacr,  tumely,  tj^.t4mnftoi«f^ 
lie  traftcd^^  ciKeDt  w}jcj»  tbcj.  Wf#  /iCcpflflpjiRied^by  Mpwrirv 
epce.  He,t|ibught  the  Houfe  ovghtto,|OQ|i^.at.oi^rj|i(^eaM 
debt  with  (bale  caution.  In  tbe  war  wbJ^K  witf  begue  by  Sir 
9iohprt.Wafpole,  the  aoiount  of  our  eipbVb  was  only  eight 
miiUonsi  in  tlieycar  1789*  they  w^<^tyjmillip*j»,pr  Ac^^^ 
4x>ots  i  in  the  courfe  pf  the  ieven  yeaii'war  our  exporb'in*^^ 
creafed  from  13  to  16  milltonsr  "He  could  not»  however,  help 
cbferving,  that  he  h^d  p^^pinq^  h>  thi^piiaportion  in  national 
{krofperity.  He  defired  iljie  Houfe.to  lopl^at  the  incteafeofJ 
<H^  debt,  it  was  noW  iificrkafi^  to  foiif  hundred  millioDsand 
i^wavd^  l*h0  bi:Mhett'  hn^oftd-v^lf^he  pedfyle^rlt  feveir! 
iDf|lioos,anq^ally,  and  this  we  were  not  (ntplfit  ibouldbbid^br 
to,  oHitinud.  There  wkk  dlu^tionr  fiilium^-^^in  ih  Which 
it  w^s  (ai4  tha|  i^aorgnce  was  a  blei&ng,  and  thatiJt  w(M^4)e 
fglly  to  becbnie  Wife.  Wewineranow  in  that  (Uuatbn^  It  wa| 
lordly  worth  w|iilcJto  fwakc  uaoj^tx^f  A^ribuuQ  of  orofpcrity, 
wien  it  was  clcj^t  tnatwheti^  w^  aiwoke^we  ccJiHd  only  fee  that 
we  could  bardly  fav6  oqrtelveY  bom  deOrtfdion.  The  oueftioa 
'bi^fore  the  Houfe  w^s^i^  fv*h,e^hq-  j(hc  ijkk^fe,wou]/i.rhu^ 
(uppojrt  the,  Minifer>..?nd  (Acreby  fujt  jih^  fo^i^J  tQ  ccHaia 
amd  ijninediate  ruin,,Qi:^t^:.the  diaOfOff  of  laWntg  it  tor  fome. 
dmeoy  their  exertion,?      „  _..' 

^Mr.  fPl,Smith  fajd.a/e^  W(^d^  ^.tlpiq  fno^ion. 

"  Mr.  H.  Thornton  moved  the  previous  queftipn  ou.  thic  firlt 
rdoluHon  proppfed  ^y  Mr.; -Grey,  on.  Hm  j^xHind  thatfhe 
Cfuncellor  of  the  £^xcheqmr  ^^Mjht  not  to  he  cenfured  for  ^ 
breach  of  pipoiife,  when  x:ircuniAaiice$:Of  an  unforefeen  nature 
liid  arifen  which  \k^  rendered  it « inpfoflible  that  his  pibnufe 
should  be  fulfiile4.  Mr.  H.  Thornton  ^fo  made  fome  reifkiarks 
^  th^  too  (anguine. cgiculation  of  ^  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
*       .  .chequer 


«)antry,li«hidt  kaiJod^Ao  tbf:  di(ap|k>iai(iTk)n(  CPnn|llLineil)of  b^ 
•cKOfi  inae^niatii\)itl^^yrq^%^^  ,    »</ '  ^*:  <.  -J 

kr.onr.  'ijLi;*=/y;|M^^  .,.,;i^>-h  .^i^.f^^i-g^'^-^     .-^^^no 

o<i44jl»i^nfdfi-u   i;,;c  .;.^.  /•     .J  li  rr.T/  :i,>  'ciriiTJ  Vrf -^"^.^  >P?'  '^ 

*^-MR'' F(nt  gaVc^lte^ce,  *iiit ' bn  Friday  ft'nnight'  it  'wtiiifJ 
*hd6li  fcftjfc?«f  HiWffclf;»bJ  wrJ^J  RicSd  oMjis  fR«r;'<?/^)^ 
tbrtffmg  fcrtfWirtT^  ifi6ti6rt^for  a  tifdrnr  in  the  rcprcfentitljii  df 
the  pec^  in  the  Commons  I^ottfein  Parttaipei^t  -  ■  .S  ■    V  '^ 

J^fae.CambHcAhd  F^viA  £tt^s4^I  viru  read  a  /ec^hd  <$^ 

•  Tlfe  Dfebtors  AHbwdn^rebinj 'and  the  Undridge  and  Nbir^jC 
CurVy  Indofure  bilhf,  wercf  fdrfd  af  teM'tirae  iind  paflcd. 
-  '}h  ^€tticf\  vMl%  pfeftilttd>ft0Mi' tM  -iaMhblder^atid  ^razich, 
Hi'S6i1^feWe^7t^nn-fa«^dflihe'Uili'bgaiiAife^  "      f' 

^^Vir.  (bfifriimy  Bufuks  brtm|^c  tij>  accaohcsi  pui^ant-^tiy 
'^''-  "-    •*'    ••   '^*  *'•."•   .'^ '.     '.*••..'     ordeft' 


May  tl]       V0OWAIX%  PARLIAMEMTAltr  MPOTTS.  f\jy 

order,  of  monies  advanced  to  his  Imperial  Majeily,  wHich  wtm 
reierred  to  die  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.  * 

Tht  Hoafe  in  a  Committee  of  Sopp!y»  it  was  refolvedtblC 
the  fum  of  1,620,0001.  be  granted  to  his  Majefty  fat  payft^ 
bills  accepted  by  the  Lords  Commiffioners  df  the  Treafufyj. 
alfb  that  the  fum  of  833»bool.  be  granted  towards  |to?tngt)R 
atid  dtfchar^ng  Eickequer  bills  iflu^  by  virtiue  of  the  aa  ^Sktl 
bft  (cffion,  undxobt  cnstrged  on  theLa^id  and  Malt  tax ;' the 
Heufe  beinj^  refumed,  the  report  was'ordetcd  to  be' fecei^  the 
nieiKtday;    J* 

In  a  Cortfeiittec  of  Ways  and  Mearfs,  the  ChMiuillo^rfthe 
Exchequer  nMoved,  that  the  fum  of  i»6!tOyoooi.  advsMed' to  the 
EoQperor,  be  made  papble  oot  of  rhekan  of  14,5^00^^^01.  Hht 
modbn  was  agreed  to,  and  the  Houfit'being  refomed^  the  fepoit 
was  ordered  tb  be  itoeived  the  ficKt  day. 

The  bill  for  guaranteeing  the  loan  to  die  Emperor  ti 
t  »620«oool.*  was  read  a  feft  ctme,  and  iMtM  to  be  read  a  tb^ 
cond  time  the  next  day. 

The  Houfe  went  into  a  Comnittee  on  ihe  Vnn^iwitkni 
CmnfesbiU,  bat  there  not  faeti^  forty  members- prefent,  the 
Sfieaker  adjourned  it  till  the  next  day. 


I'humday^  May  18^ 

The  bill  for  making  a  free  port  hi  the  ifland  of  Trhudid^ 
;  read  a  ftrft  time* 

The  Vagrant  bill  Was  read  a  third  tiibe,  and  palbL 

The  Committee  on  the  bill  for  allowing  an  additSbdal  bonus 
ID  the  contributors  Id  the  Jam  of*  i8  millions,  was  put  off  till 
Monday.  ^       :  *     .  ^: •/ 

The  bill  for  goaranteeiog  the  payment  on  the  dividemd  of 
die  Imperial  losm  to  the  amount  of  Xy6io»oool.  was  res^d  a  fe« 
cpndtime. 

The  Committee  on  the  Stamp  Duty  bill,  was  darted  fiB 
Monday. 

Tlie  order  for  taking*  into  confideradan  the  petit'ion  com« 
plaining  of  an  tindue  eiedion  for  the  county  of  FKnti  wssdsi«»- 
chai]eed  for  the  firft  of  June,  and  fixed  fortheeightb*        *     - 

,        «7-'.  P.OJ^INGP.  /         .    ' 

Mr.  Si*  John  laid,  that  be  {bo«id  nM  tiave  bronghi  forwanl 
cbe  motion,  of  which  he  had  formerly  given  ^lOtice,  in  fo  very 
chin  a  Houfe^  had  it  not  been  already  fo.oft^e.  poftpentd.  Th^ 
SMcSl wMch  it embi^ed  was  extrecQ^yJo^portant^  afidtho 

\o%.lll*  1797.  Z  circuiu- 
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nciwiixiftanccs'on  which  itarcffed,  verj  kvterefting. .  Qaljoii^i^ 
men  h^d  become  to  (cfanes^of  deftrut^ioii  9Xkd  milbr^r  frooi.  tb^ 
focncs  of  bprror  to  wbicb'^  they  were  nijjr/fp  Iwbitia'ated^  the 
details  which  this  fubjcfit.prcfenrcd,  .w.cri?p(.a.chi^ra«^^r  fo  per 
^cuUariy  •fliocking*  as  beitr uftcd  woirlct  a^&kph  the  feelings  of 
'/)  umanitiy  in  fhe  moft^^H^ate  brcafh^flSfi^lnipire  but  one  ftUr 
tiQK^ntas  C6  the  prQpriel!y.ofTecaUing  the  femains  bf  our  gall^njt 
jirfny/ifiSt.Domio^ifninitbat  laniiofdeadl.  When  he^rflg^av^ 
nA>tii;^of.a  mption  japoiT.the/obje^,>he  was^dpuhtfui  whe^her 
he  Ihould  propofe  the  appointment  of  a  Committee  tp  e^fpij^p 
Iftt^at*  or  Ml  atklrefs  to  hi*  Majefty  thTa^  h^-  iirottW  gjK  dlrcc- 
^ii)Uj|  tfcHtrtiJO.armyi^ii^wW  b©  withdrawn,.  -  The  pap^rs^  hqw- 
^yepti^i^i  jipon  tdbe  tiaUe^iisci  afibrdd^  fo;  tnycb  4tiformat^n» 
jind:^.inM^^5UikncQ«34iK}''tl)Q  evbm^wbich  had.  latel^.u};^^ 
place  in  Europe,  had  diEstcrmined  hkn  to  adher^  to  the.  l^Pff 
3nQo4c».  In  addhicofCta.the  enprmdus  expence  which  St^f)o- 
jK|ingp,b0d.occa£0nfid»ai)d  th^irneilMjicholy  lift  of  deaths  ,^JiK|i 
the  papers  laid  before  the  Houfe  exhibited,  conCdi^r^iv^p^ 
pW¥er%lAP  feppQrJb  QfeWft;pro|©tiboni  (Jie.cirjpumftancc  qf^the 
^mpctf9r^0fil»n»ini  l^yi»g  «mJp  §t^p^s:n\^,  peace,  gif/pi\:^d¥ 
ditional  weight.  We  w^K^  now  left  alone;  to  contend  witl^  ify 
enemy  whofe  military  talents  and  civil  policy  had  broken 'to 
pieces  the  formidably  confederacy  by  whi^h  their  liberty  was 
threatened.  Were^fee^mitid'to'gi^e  ^ay  to  any  thing  like 
fiiperititbn  in  tiiei  ev«ni6  wu|»  wliich.thir  wa^i  iiUxidSitf  it 
would  look  like  a  political  retribution,  thamnder  thd  wal&  of 
Vienna  tbdfe< whoin^thd  manifedd  of^ttie  Xhike  of  Brunfwick 
menaced  vPsifis  with,  miMn^  e)(«OQtioh,  weretompelkd.tbVe- 
cei  vt  the  frondit ions  06  peace  tfrom  k  'jvi£terfl9t)$;;gjerteral  of  the 
French  Republic.  The  more,  therefore,  to  hufband.  out 
ilrength  and.ewir  refottrcec, .  we»ught  to  bring  home  {hofe  troops 
from  ^ifiant  regions  to  defend  .that  property  and' that  cpnftttu*- 
tion,  thcfafety  of  which  was  the  original  pretence  for  the  war* 
The  conduf^  .of  the. war  Jiad-frequently  been  difcufled  in  Oiat 
Houfe,  where  there  was  more  ditference  of  opinion  thap.  withr 
oat.  "Jn  almoft'.ercrydifcuffion'  out  of  doors,  the  majority 
^acBtcxirvcd  iii  the  iipntireent  that  it  had  been  fhamefuUy  ihit- 
xnanaged»  and  even.itrhad  been  obferved  of  tfae.latl  Parliaipent» 
by  a  great  man  no  longer  in  the  Houfe  (Mr.  Burke),' that 
though  Adminiftration  *  had  the  v6tcs,  Pppofitipn  had  the 
opinions  6f  th^  nfsgorifyofihe  Hdafe  of  Commons.  Whe- 
ther this  would  hold  true  of  the  present  Parliament  tinie  wouU 
Ihew.  No  where,  however,  had  the  mifcondudt  of  Minifters 
^  been  inpre  confpicuoy^  than  ift  t\i«  Weft  Indies.  Thofe  who 
'  *  ...  .'  confidered 
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coiificleted'  the^oHjcA  pftfic  war  to  be  th^f  reftotation  of  mo^' 
natchy  and  dcfpotifna  in  France,  thought  thfdt  warfare  ^  had 
diver fion,  .of  our  Ttrength,  but  even  liporf  the  f  rindple  that 
tbcobjca  of  WcftlfT(^ian  warfare  wsls   good,  the  coildoft 
which  Minifters  had  followed  was  iftiproper. '   The  ifland  of 
St.  Domingo  was  of  great  extent,  diid  its  ri^duftion  certainly 
an  ardubus  entcrprife.     It  might  be  faidf  that  the  affiftance  of 
the  inhabitants  was  txpcfted,  but  for  this  idea  there  Was  no 
ground."  The attem])t  was  even  likely  to  excite  the  jcaloufy 
of  SpaTn,  at  that  time  our  ally.    The  a«Slive  force  of  France  ill 
the  ifland  confifted  of  600O  troops ;  the  choice  of  the  National 
Cuards  newly  arrivtd  under  Santhonax^  9000 ;  previoufly  ori 
the  ifland,  10,000  difciplined  Blacks ;  ^mQuntinginal!  to  25,006 
cffeftive  men,  to  winch  might  be  added  40^000  revolted  Ne- 
gi^oes  ready  to  join  the.  French.     The  force  fcwt  f(5r  carrying 
the  defign  into  cfFe6t  was  800  men  under  Colonel  Whitloclc: 
Even  had  the  inhabitants  been  willing  to  throw  themfelve^  un- 
der the  protcdion  of  this  country,  were  they  likely  to  do  (3 
when  they  faw  no  force  to  defend  them  ?  Nor  Was  it  probable 
they  were  lb  Inclined;     The  fame  fentiraents  of  liberty  which 
anirnated  France  at  the  commencement  of  the  Revolution  ex- 
tended to  the  planters,  who  fent  eighteen  deputies  to'theTiefs 
Etatj.  The  teprcfentations  of  Emigrants  were  not  good  groundj 
and  ihcfe  were  not  juIliBcd  by  what  appeared.     The  irtfurrec- 
tions  which  had  broken  out  -betweeti"  the  planters  and  thtf 
people  of  colour,  w^re  believed  to  have  been  fomented  by  tkd 
royalifls,  and  any  expedition  which  was  i^ndertaken  by*  thii 
country  under  the  (firc£lion  of  men  of  this  defer iption  wa!^''not 
likely  to  meei  with  a  favourable  reception.' ,  However,  it  Wa4 
in  concert  with  tham  that  the  entcrprife' was  attempted.     The 
idea  known  to  be  entertained  of  this  enterprife  had  Ittewife 
firft  prompted  Santhbnax  to  ifliie  a  proclamatioh  giving  liberty 
totheflaves,  in  order  to  induce  thein  to  defend  the  iflabdl 
This  v/as  a  meafurc  of  dcfena%  not  the  refult  of  any  principle 
erf  general  liberty  which  th^  French  entertained.    The  nioft 
important  acquifition  of  the.  troops  under  Colonel  Whitlock-,  • 
'was  Cape  Nicholas  Mole,  whete  there  wtis  a  very  ftrong  har* 
bour.     But  as  fopn.  as  it  was  g'nren  up  by  the  garrifon.  the  in- 
habitants left  the  town,  a  pretty  flrong  proof  that  tht-y  were 
not  favourable  to.ouF  views.     In  the  tiext  attempt  our  force* 
\rere  repulfed,  and  every  thing  fliewed-  that  nothing  Was*to'b6 
expe£led  from  the  coKopcraiion  d(  tlje,  inhabitants.     After  thl* 
experience  of  the  difficuhi^  of  the  undertaking,  and  of  the'dtfi- 
pofittoh  of  the  inhabitants,  it  ocght  to  have  been  'abandoned; 
Admitting  the  obje^  to  have  been  great,  it  had  been  tried,  and 

Z  a  prooiifed 


pronnted  no  focoefi.  Reio£orqeinents,  bowefer,  W£re  Vnmght 
from  Jamaica,  ireOx  atleinpu  were  ^ade  without  fuccefs,  till 
the  ydiow  fever«  with  its  deHrudiye.  ravage^  appeared.  In 
May,  17041  General  White  arrived  with  troops  from  England, 
Port  au  rrincr  was  carriedt  Colonel  Lenox  arrived  wim  the 
flank  cooipanicf  from  ttie  Leeward  Illands,  and  in  coqfetju^nco 
of  this  redu£tion  of  oar  force  in  that  quarter  had  Guadaloupe 
been  loft.  Asfoon  as  they  arrived  the  troops  feemed  death* 
ftrucks  40  o£Scers  and. 600  men  died  in  the  fpace  oftwo 
jnonths.  Two  years  experience  (hewed  that  nothing  towards 
the  complete  fuccefs  of  the  dcfign  could  be  achieyed.  This 
was  the  time  then  for  Minifters  to  have  considered  the  pro* 
priety  of  perfevcringin  <;he  meafure^  *  The  ravages  of  thd  yeU 
low  fever  were  fofata1«  that  our  forces  were  obliged  to  confine 
themfelves  to  adlinc  09  the  defenfive,  and  were  under  no  le& 

S»reheni)oa  from  fhofe  who  were  called  their  friends  than  firom 
ir  open  enemies.    After  four  years  war,  in  ihort,  it  appear^ 
ed  that  no  acquifitions  of  any  importance^  except  Port  au 
^rioce,  had  been  obtained^  more  than  had  been  acquired  with- 
IP  the  firft  ten  days.    The  places  which  were  in  our  poQe&on 
did  not  affi)rd  any  produce  beyond  the  reach  of  the  cannon. 
There  were  no  imports  from  the  part  of  St.  Domingo  in  our 
TOlQEeffion.  Notwithftandipg  that  the  harbour  of  Capehficholas 
Kfole  continued  oun^  the  en^my*  with  their  privateers  from 
J^m  Cayes,  comnutted  great  depredation  on  our  fliipping,  an4 
up  advantage  with  which  our  acquifitions  were  a^ttended  could 
coQitterbjalance  the  expence  and  the  mortality  with  which  they ^ 
mre  purchafed.    The  expence  had  been  found  to  be'progreK> 
jUv^.    In  1794,  it  was  296,0001.;   in  179c,  772,000!.;  in 
27^,  2»^ii400q1.;  and  in  January^  17979  alone,  it  had  been 
fOQsOpol.i     Miniften  ,cert2uuly  Yrould  oe  moft  criminal  if 
^ey  iaad  not  endea^omred  to  oontroul  this  expence,  but  it 
feeins  they  had  attepiptpd  it  ia  vain.     Were  we  to  go  on  tbea 
]^ith  this  uncootrpuled  expence?    In  four  years,  me  bills  on 
i^e  Treafory,  from  eve^ y  part  of  the  world,  had  been  fixteen 
millions,  thofo  from  this  fingle  iiland  were  between  four  an4 
five  millitms,  more  than  a  fourth  of  the  whole !  For  a  larg^c 
army  of  30/xx)  men,  on  the  Continent,  in  1794,  bills  to  tlie 
amount  <of  two  millions,  and  in  1795,  three  millions,  were 
drawii)  while  St.  Dopaingo  hacl  alone  cpnfumed  fuch  enor* 
snqus  lams.    But  Miniftefs  faid,  they  had  endeavoured    to 
contropl  the  cjtpcnce.    What  occaCon  was  there,  in  the  c  sr* 
cooiftances  of  our  pofleffioo,  for  a  civil  eibbliftiment?  A  pier- 
foa,  however*  with  the  title  of  Chief  Judge,  and  £rft  Prefiderit^ 
f^K  only  one  appointed  in  England,  wnich  (ufficieDtly  eat- 

pUinod 
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jfhioed  the  circumftance»  had  an  alloWpnce  bf  1,500!.  a  wnv 

a  pef foni  who  Jbad  been  fbuiid  unfit  for  hta  fiitoxtion,  aod  had 

ret;«;irne4  to  this  country,  bat  ^ill  enjovcd  hiaialarv,  Tbi&was 

a  gqoi  rpe(;imeri  of  the  jobs  which  it  afibrded^     Toe  civilcfla<* 

bUihoifl^ts  v^^i'c  ^A  tli^  h^nds  of  men  who  amaflbd  immenle 

fortuQqs  at  the  expencc  qf  the  coiintry.    The  French  who -ad* 

l^ed  to  Qur  caufe,  were  adfuatcd  by  motives  of  intereft  akMie^ 

and  by  .the  advantages  which  tliey  derived  from  its  fervioe. 

But  the  mortality,  which  anended  our  confinuinCv  to  occupy 

tbefe  poilelTions,  were  dill  more  ferious.    It  was  lacrificing  fl 

number  of  gallant  men  to  certain  deaths  without  the  conf(3a« 

tioo  of  being  ufeful  to  their  country.  Up  to  the  3d  of  Scpte^n^ 

1^  lad,  7,500  had  died,  and  few  of  tbefe  by  the  fword  of  th« 

enemy.  Till  November,  17^5*  hot  more  than  an  hundred  had 

fallen  in  the  geld.     In  March,  17969  there  had  died,  129  off- 

cerSf  and  5840  men.    The  huinber  <^j(hofe  whohad  fallen  vic4 

tims  to  the  pedilence  of  the  climate,  might  therefore  eaiiiy  be 

^hered.     Nor  were  the  men  feafoned  by  time  Uytlit  cUmate. 

The  attack  of  the  yellow  fever  was  almou  always  mortal,  and 

k  was  even  apt  to  recur.    After  the  year  1795,  Miniftcrs  muft 

bave  been  (cnfible  of  the  tmpoffibility  of  fucceeding  in  their 

defign*     In  their  perfevering  in  it  againO  every  coiifideration 

(^  prudence  and  regard  for  the  lives  of  (o  nuiiy  ga]4ant  men^ 

thcv  lia^. evinced  a  degree  of  mifootidu<2  which  ik>  furt  of  theit 

.  a4ii^HV)ll,ii^tlon  furpa^d/    As  Minifters,  however,  had  failed 

.tQ,i|.dyiichisMajeftyto  withdraw  the  uopps  from  St.  Uomingo, 

it  hf^ciixi^  the  duty  of  rhp  Houfe  to  fupply  ih«ir  oegicfl.    Mr. 

St.  J  0^1^  read  a  pajQuigc  from  Mr.  Biirke's  Regicide  Vcacc,  in 

which. tnc  fyftem  purfucd  in?  the  Weft  Indtes  is  foverely  re- 

prol)ated ;    a|)d  concluded  with  moving,   ^'  that  aa  humble 

**  Addicts  he  ffiefented  to  his  Majeity^  pr^yillg  ^hat  he 

**  wo^y  be^ij^racioufly  plenfed  to  give  directions  ihai.tbe  troops 

^*  in  St.  Domiogo  Ihould  forthwith  be  withdrawn." 

Mr. /<?Ar  fecondcd  the  itidtion. 

Mr.  Secretary  JDundas  {^dy  that,  if  he  wej?e  to  indulge  his 
own  private  inclinatidus,  lie  ihODlil  r)ccupy  but  a  fmall  porttOA 
9fthe  time  aitd  «iUention  of  the  Houfe,  being  difpoCcd,  from 
th&  view  ]hc  took  c5f  the  motion,  to  confine  himfclf  to  a  vcnr 
few  fenpe!)<;t;8.  If  he  ^yetje  to  confine  himfclf  dofely  to  ilie 
^utfiion  firopofed  by  the  honourable  Gentleman  for  liK  con>^ 
(;^.^^e  of  the  Houfe,  it  would  not  be  nccefTary  for  him 
po  £iy  many  word^:  but,  from  certain  general  exprei&o|i» 
which  ha4  fallen  frx>m  the  honourable  Geutleman  in  the 
fourfe  of  hisfpe^ch,  the  Houfe  would  allow  it  was  impoSibfe 
iox  him  to  ^mwi  filent  under  the  general  changes  which  had 

becii 
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bctn'laid  agaittd'him-sMd'hi^  eblleaguesv charges  ofstcxuxdaSt^ 
fbr'whkh|>if  they  w^e  held  blameable,  thiey  wf^re  blameaUc 
in  common  with  every  adminiflration/arid  every  Minifter 
enttufted  with  the  c»lidiH9! of  military  dffairs,  in  every  war  in 
which  the  coonti'y^had  been  engaged  For  i\i^'  prefent  century. 
But  before  he.  adverted  particularly  \x>  the  feveral  charges  of 
the  honourable  Gentleman^  he  would  make  an  obfervation 
or  two-on  theconclafidn  of  his  fpeech.  The  honourable  Gen- 
tteman  had  concluded  with  an  extract  from  a  book  wrlucn 
ky  a  right  honourable  Gentleman,  to  whofe  perfon,  and  to 
whofe  writings  he  was  very  willing  at  all  times  to  pay  the 
iributj^  of  refped.  With  regard  to  the  fentiments  exprcffed 
by  that  Gentleman,  in  the  extra£t  which  had  been  read,  they 
bad  been  long  known  to  hmi  he  knew,  that  it  was  that 
Gentleman's  opinion,  that  if  the  troops  which  had  been  fent 
to  tlic  Weft  Indies  were  applied  to  continental  operations^ 
the  war  would  have  been'  better  condu6ied  ;  he  knew,  tooy 
that  this  was  the  right'  honourable  Gentleman's  opinion,  be- 
fore it  was  thrown  into  thfe  fhape  in  which  the  Houfe  had  juft 
heard  it  read.  But  highly  as  he  thought  of  the  fentiments  of 
that  refpciSable  perfon,  he  could  net  luhfcribe  to  them,  nor 
to  any  authority,  however  refpe£bble,  when  his  own  under- 
Handing  did  not  coincide  with  it  to  convince  him.  He 
would, therefore,  fay  that  nothing  he  had  heard  from  that 
right  honourable  Gentleman,  nor  from  the  honourable  Gen- 
tleman who  made  the  motion,  could  induce  Him  to  believe 
that  it  was  the  duty  of  adminiftration,  in  any  war,  to  abandon 
the  interefts  of  the  colonies,  and  to  employ  the  ilrength, 
whiqh  Aiouid  be  applied  to  that  purpofe,  in  expeditions  of  a 
different  nature.  If  Gentlemen  would  look  back  to  our  hif*- 
tory,  they  would  find  that  in  no  war«  which  was  well  con- 
dti£led,  hadev^fuch  a  principle  entered  into  the  minds  of  Mini* 
ftcrs ;  and  was  there  ever  a  war,  in  which  it  had  not  been  held 
the  bed  and  wifeft  policy  to  dired*  our  force  againft  the  co- 
lonial intoreftsotHhc  enemy,  and  to  the  prote&ion  of  our  own. 
Therefore,  when  the  honourable  Gentleman,  or  any  other^' 
ilated  tliat  the  Weft  India  war  was  criminal,  becaufe  there 
had  been  a  great  expence  of  money,  and  what  wa6  much 
wbrfe,^a  great  expenditure  of  lives,  they  were,  in  faft,  uttering 
a^ro&libcl  on  every  adminiftration  which  had  ever  conduflecjl 
»  war  for  Great  firitam.  For  his  part,  he  was  old  fafliioned 
enough  to  feel  a  ftronger  difpofition  to  follow  up  the  fteps 
of  thde  of  bis  {>icdeceiiore,  whbfe  good  conduct  had  obtained 
the  fuffrs^  q£  the  nation,  than  to  adopt  the  new-fangled  idea? 
G(f  peace.or  war,  which  he  fometimcs  heard  broached^  be  thd 
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tJifehtsroriittnatlon  of  tHe  pcrfon  mho  broachcrf  tSicm^  wha^  rt*3f 
nif^:  *  In  tile  war  of  i763vwhich'nooiic'  vuscAd  deny'hfad  di 
moft  glonous  and  advantQgQOus>leniiin4tlon  for  England,  hot(r 
vns  our  force  dhrftcd  i  Again (hCanadavagiinft  *^U^lgal^nte; 
agatod  Marttnico^  idgainft  SCw  Lucta,;  &c.  The*  te fait  wtis 
fortunate,  while  Fnincer. had. joit  been  able 'in  that  War  «6 
-make  one  Weft  India  oonqueft. .  Not  onlyaheperfon^ivrhd 
<:ondii(%ed  that  war  thought  thatvthcy  dircdied  ihc  force- wcif; 
brft  every  one  fince.  had  aliowed  it.  Tlie  fireicnt  war,'  up<^ 
which  the  epithet  of  *f  mglorious^^'  had  been  fo  often  Iib&ra4ly 
beilow6d,'  was,  in  refjpcift  iq  Woft  .indki  jic^uilitians^ilill  tti^yt 
glorious  than  that  of  1763,  or  any  fonnci:  jyara  forjiMrith/dve 
exception  of  the  ifland  of  Guadaloujje^j  flkitoinf  mto'ivair  ill 
pc^ffion  of  every  one  of  the  Lecssiard-  rflands  ;*  fivthat  'as  a 
war,  in  which  wcfwcrc  contending  foi;cak>Di:)I  iiuere%  with 
France,  yit  flood; in  point  of  iucccfs^.in  a  hnore  elcnitcd  fitua^ 
tioli  than  ever.  .  And  as  to  the  quedian^Midther  it  ivas-fdund 
policy  or  not,  to  Att^iX  our  force  to.  that  quarter,  he  wodld«^p(6n 
the  authority  be  hadialready  ftated,  afliime  ttmt.ic  wasfortb^ 
intereft'of  the  country  tb  waintain  a\xz  -colonial  pofieflionsx 
andfhtt  would  give  this  as  an  aniwer  tq  the;hcfliourahle  Oentit- 
man  who  made  the  motion,  as  well  as  to  the  extra<(Q;,^Ai 
that^elegant  pam^ilet  whidi  he  had  read.  •  Ad  the.faTne'titM 
he  would  renaind  the  Houfe  of  the  {jeculiar  injuftice-witll 
which  %e  and  his  friends  were  treated  on  ihia  point,  "Whtfi 
Cioops^were  firft  fent  to  the  Continent  to/protc^UbUand  ^snM 
the  Netherlands,  the  Houfe  would  .rixolleA  thatnh6y'^»«$t% 
arraigned  from  the  oppohte  fide  of  the  Houfe  for  negleAitlg 
the  Weft  India  coionies;  be  begged  jof  Gtntlemcn,' khdii,  as 
they  mud  attack  1iim,.  to  attack  him  coniiilx^i>tly,  ^and  m^t'at 
one  time  to  att^tck'  him  fpr  neglecting,  and  at  another  fcrr  pre^ 
ffcrving,,  the  Weft  India  coIohI^s.  {Co  longer  ago  than  laft 
ipjiiig,  a  very  heavy  att  ick  was;  mode  up©n  hiih,  in  orBert» 
prove  that  the  Weft  Indies^li^d,  beed  entirely  negieftedt'-hc 
had:repeUed  the  attack,,  an^-  proved  jto,  tl^e  Houfe  tbatrthi 
charge  was  totally  grpqpdlefs;  afid  thififiayhe  was  cflMinpoii 
to  defend  himfelf  agajnft  a  charge  of  a.  di^eftly  oppo(ke  nature, 
Tbel^2^  of  St.  Po<ningo,  W9s  theobjed  of  this  day's  atticik^ 
;»ad  an  endeavour  w^s  m^ide  to  prove  that  we-  (houid  never 
have  attempted  to  get  pofTeiTu^n  of  r  it^  ^^^i-  ^hat  having  got  a 
part  of  it,  we  fhould  direcftly  abandon ^t.  Kit  was,i.as  it.  had 
always  hecn  held  to  be,  right  policy  in  this  country  tonnake 
it  the  principle  ohjecSl  of  any  xf^r  to  prpCei^l  our  own  Vjftfi 
ladta.colonies^  and  anqoy  tliole  of  the  gncmy^  ^enrlb  far-^ho 
/  '  '  '    '  '        •         ^  iilaud" 
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MiffUl  of  St.  DonutiffO  was  a  great  ob)e£k,  not  ml^r'tofectRt 
Oorfefvesy'  but  to  leflcn  the  niaritinic  fovKT  o£.  France ;  for 
^ds  it  ever  yet  ftsted  ^any  tnan^  that  it  wa^  net  at  all  l»  be 
doubted » that  the  naval  power  oi  ^hvict  ahnrajrs  lefted  alaioft 
entiiely  for  its  fupport  atul  fireogthoa  their  potkAm  of^fae 
jtand  of  St.  Domingo*  Jf  ^jecitlemen  vioald  take  the  p^ris 
loiflnqaire  into  the  point,  thc^  would.  4ni  tbisafier^n  coiv- 
^rmed  beyond  all  poflibtlity*  ctf*  dispute  sthe]^  would  fee, 
^hat  when  France  had  full,  poflii^kxi  of  it«  At  exports  of  thtft 
Wand  amounted  to  nolefs  than  feven  millions  fterbng.  This 
^vrastat  the  .ieduced  pri(::e  fugan  then  bore  y  bur,  atthe  price 
vrhidh  fngati  bring  at  the  prc^nt  dajr»  the  exports  of  St.  Db» 
mingo-wiMldraaioom  :3ta  fiiU  ten  millions  fterling;  and  the 
0)ent»nplOyedin  that^rtnde  were  the  ibandadon  of  the  mari* 
fitat  power  of  France;:  and  the  foundation  of  its  comroerce*^ 
The  ifland  of  Stj  Domaogo  alone  produced  one-third  more 
tbatt^ail  th^BvitiilBl  Weft  India iflands,  Jamaica  itfelf  included;* 
JktiAalt'he  was  weU  warranted  in  faying, tiiat  the  fugar  trade 
iut^urope  was,  by  the  pofleflion.  of  dhat  important  ifland, 
alinoft  wholly  in  the  polfeflion  i!>f  France:  and  whatever  af> 
fptded  ^«omid  ifar-'tradef  afforded  aHb  .ground  for  meritiMe 
/bMg^;  Even  in  that  folitary  point  of  view,  being  engagei 
jfana  war  witb  Fi'ance,  was  he  wrong  to.  aflixme,  that  if  it  was 
iK^ffibkto'difpofleii  men  of  fucii  vaft  refource,  it  was  the  vert 
hoA  '^ffiblr  'apptopriation  of  the  forces  of  this  country  ?  ft 
ferns  Hii^,  a  neritortaos  obje£),  and  was  therefore  of  itfelf 
•«MMBlit:anfwer  to^tbe  obje&ions  of  the  honourable  Gentle* 

.:.  jBttt  he  had  ftoteditviuch  tocr  narrowly  indeed,  when  he 
fpdke  of  it,  as  it  afieded  the  intereltsof  France  only;  for 
the  rpbfli^on  of  St.^Pomingb  was  alfo  the  proteftion 
iA  our  own  refources,  and  of  the  maritime  power,  whitrh 
wre  derived  from  the  pofleflion  of  Jamaica.  At  all  times, 
while'  a  war  fubftfted  between  Great  Britain  and  Fiatice, 
fdmfeiea  was  the  objeA  of  our  continual  ^nXibtv  and  firfi- 
ottoie:  for,  from  thie  contiguity  and  local  utuatkki  of 
ldofXAt%bi  Ss  'Well  as  from  the  innumerable  hairbburs  With 
Wh4di  thb  coaft  6f  that  ifland  is  indented,  it  was  alyrays 
afRAttedas  a  fad,  and,  indeed,  fo  plain  as  to  be  teAt^ctA,  t^ 
an  axtotti,  that  Jamaica  was  in  continual  dan^r  fitmf  ft. 
Every  Iblditer,  therefore— every  failor — every  (hip  that  ^vans 
fbtit  to  I>6mingo  was  fent  'to  Jamaica.  The  hcfnourable 
CT^ntletnan  lilmfelf  had  admitted,  that  the  harbbi^r  of 
Kicola  Mcrfe  wtt  of  gmt  ufe;  it  Was,  indeed,  of  indd^Hi^ 
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lable  v^lue^to  IM— a  harbour  .which  comipandc^  the  whole 
wiDliward  paibge»'  would  be  allowed-  by  any  Gentkii)^^  in 
th^  ^dufe^to  bt  at  leaft  material  <0:U$,  ,:.Thefe  were  topics  . 
whi<^H  he  had^maimaii^ed  in  i^rWars^.and  which  he  woulct 
maintain  n^w-,  *fivtritd^/nQt  reit  ber^-ri^>v^yetto  be  con- 
Mered  what  the  fitiMiuiv  of  St,  Dpaui)ga  was  daring'  thq 
whole  peried  of  Abe  wm'<*  H^  bpggediicave  to  corred  ;^ 
miftakd  the-  honoMrs^^  G^otlesn>n-  had  i^lWa  into,  when  b^ 
(aid,  the 'Calamities  of  ^>t»  Domingo  ha4  arifen  from  out; 
fcnijir7g  troops  there.  Thi:ii  was  t>f  tio,  nie;)n&  founded  in  fa^ 
or  reafcin.  *  ,  .  •  .         K  .   , 

T^c  Houfe  would  rec^le^t^  that  long  previous  to  thq 
comni^cemcnt  of  the  war,  thcrcjWas.a  dangeraujt  infur'* 
rcdion'of  negroes  in  that  iQand;i  and  Lord  EiSngha^p, .wtiq 
was  then  governor  of  Jamaicai  tco.tia  force  to  ii  to  prc4e4^ 
the  Government  of  it  from  ihe"  l4>furgen|s.  This.ipfur-j 
rtftion,  though  it  was  Checked  from  time  to  thTie,:viras 
ifcvcr  completely  quelled  J  but  rha;  very  circumftancejuilirt 
ficd  the  mei^jfure :  for  on  our  connexion  with  St.  Donvi^go, 
depended  folely  the  fafeiy  of  Jamaica.  The  Houfe,  ia  re- 
garding this,  quedion,  would  take  into  confideration,  that^ 
in  this  war  a  fccite  uiiheard  of,  a;id  a  policy  unexampled, 
were  purfved.  The  FrcWh.  not  only  abandoned  their  own 
iflands  ,to  infurredio/i«  b^t  promoted  it,  and  endeavoured^ 
IQ  ^Hp  iHc  ^egroes  in  all  parts,  and  in  our  own  iflands^ 
iadrunicnts^o  avenge  them  on  this  country,  He  put.  it  t<^ 
the  l^on9iirabIe  Gentle(pan  himfelf,  whether,  fuppofrngovpry 
other  reafon  out  of  the  quef^ion,  Great  Britain  could  remaia 
f|i^  iafl^^er^t  fp^d^ator  of  a  body  of  five  thoufand  negroes 
Uk  inOirrefiiop,  at^d  poflefTed  of  uncontrouled  powers  in  an 
ifl^^nd  co|itiguous  ,(p' their  colonies?  Was  there  any  maa 
^:ho  wou14.. agrees  that  if  the  negroes,  being  in  that  (late, 
had, been  permitted  to  proceed,  ^nd  gaining  ftrength,.  had 
extirpated  the  planters,  Jamaica  would  be  worth  one  year's 
puri^hafe  ?  or  that  the  lives  and  properties  of  the  planters 
of  Jacnaica  would  be  fafe  f  Was  there  the  fame  invafion-of 
Jaaiaicaj  that  \here  was  of  Grenada  from  Giiadaioupe? 
No :  for  St.  Domingo  was  in  our  polTcirion.  Qur  ii:{\  con- 
ivr^iop  arqf^,  from  being  importuned  by  the  planters  to 
take  the  iflaiid  iurvjer  the  dominion  of  England.  The  quef- 
4on  ihpn  to  be  confidered,  was  this,  Was  if  adviftabie  to 
j;lof^  with- that  foiicitatron  ?  And  was  it  not  matter  of  fclfr 
fictcT^  to  prevent  (heir  being  over-run  with  infurrcittons  of' 
nekroesr  <  .^  _ 
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As  to  the  fnort«Iit/i  the  honourable  OMttetnan  bad  not 
^one  fo  far  as  to  charge  any  one  with  an  imention  ot  taking 
pofleflion  of  an  ifland  that  they  knew  woiiid  be  fatal  to  the 
troops,  for  the  purpofe  of  cutting  them  off.  But  the  Houfe 
would  recoUefty  that  infalubrity  vras  hot  the  diaiader  of 
St.  Domingo.  Even  when  the  yellow  fever  attacked  thA 
froopsy  it  was  not  peculiar  to  that  ifland^  for  it  raged  in 
every  other.  When  Sir  Charles -Grey  wcnr'to  St.  Do- 
hiingo»  the  yellow  fever  did  not  prevaili  And  Governor 
Williamfon  wrote  (which  letter  Mr.  Dunda^  r^ad)  that 
nothing  marked  the  healthfulnefs  of  the  climate  more^  than 
that  not  one  man  had  died  in  it,  but  two  of  wotmds.  After 
that  it  was  fuppofed,  that  the'  contagion  would  ceafe,  and 
the  ifland  be  reilured  to  its  priftine  falubrity ;  and  that  it 
would  not  be  the  unhealthy  grave  whkh  the  honourable  Gen«^^^ 
tieman  had  dated  it  to  be. 

Mr.  Dundas  then  proceeded  to  (hew^  that  othtr  Adminis- 
trations, and  good  ones,  had  fent  troops  on  expeditions  to  II 
ihuch  more  deleterious  climate.  At  the  Havannah,  far  in* 
ftaoce.  Lord  Albemarle  went  there  With  near  1 2>ooo  trfx>ps, 
and  between  June  and  Odober  5000  men  were  left  dead 
there;  fo  that  there  were  more  men  loft  in  that  one  fpot, 
in  a  few  months,  than  in  the  Weft  India  iflands  in  four 
^ears  of  this  war.     Y<it,  that  war  was  reckoned  glorious^* 

When,  therefore,  it  was  the  etk&  of  the  poflleflion  of 
that  ifland  to  bring  down  the  iharitime  power  of  France, 
and  fave  Jamaica  from  devaftation — when  it  was  cohfidertd 
what  the  calamities  would  be,  if  a  large  body  of  inrrorgent 
negroes,  murdering  the  planters,  nyen,  women,  and  children  ' 
in  St.  Domingo,  would  extend  their  fyflem  of  infurrefKon 
to  Jamaica,  and  that  this  was  prevented  ;--*would  the  ho^ 
nourable  Gentleman  fay,  that  the  caufe  of  humanity  wot»ki 
lave  gained  any  thing  by  abftaining  from  taking  pofleffion 
of  St.  Domingo  ? 

As  to  the  expences,  confidering  the  r^agnitude  of  the 
objcd,  they  were  not  fo  great  ;  they  were  laid  out  under 
officers  who  were  inftruded  to  be  careful,  and  who  he  be- 
lieved were  fo,  and  whofe  accounts  were  under  invefl-iga^ 
tion ;  but  he  muft  fay^  the  oflicers  were  in  a  delicate  fitna*^ 
tion — ^tbey  had  many  things  to  plead  in  defence  of  not  ex«» 
ercifing  ftriA  economy^  and  would  perhaps  have  reafons  td 
give  for  the  expences,  which  furbad  th^  Houfe  at  this  time 
deciding  upon  it.  It  was  rather  unfair,  however,  in  the 
honourable  Gentleman  to  accufo  Minifters  of  a  job|  when 
.    *  these 
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thefc  was  ORly  one  perfon  whofe  appointment  was  made  in 
.this  countiyi     Miniflers,  however,  he  faid  had  taken  a  de- 
cided plan,  and  given  inftructiions  prohibiting  the  expence  of  ^ 
Civil  and  Military  eftabliOimehts  in  that  ifland  (excepting  tK» 
garri£LHi)  from  exceeding  joo^ocol. 

But  admitting  as  the  honourable  Gentleman  did  that  the 
harbour  of  Nicola  Mole  was  the  beft  in  the  Weft- Indies, 
could  be  be  ferious  when  he  propofed  to  abandon  it  and  leave 
the  whole  without  protection,  to  the  people  who  had  enabled 
OS  to  nuike  head  againft  France  t  and  to  fufier  the  negro  in- 
furrections  to  ruin  that  ifland  and  fpread  the  fame  deftructioa 
to  Jamaica?  or  if  it  was  even  to  pafs  from  us  to  Prance, 
would  it  be  advifable  to  give  up  fuch  a  (lake,  which  would 
he  ib  great  a  material  in  negociation.  To  (hew  that  it  had 
not  all  the  time  been  unproductive  to  us,  he  ftated  that  X706, 
the  part  of  St.  Domingo  in  our  pofleflion  produced  a  milhoa 
and  a  half)  ai|d  employed  above  40b  (hips.  Upon  the  whole, 
therefore,  he  oppofed  the  motion. 

Mr.  JViUnforce  was  averfe  to  the  motion  now  before  the 
Honle^  on  account  of  ^he  particular  circumftances  in  which 
the  coisntry  was  placed,  and  becaufe  he' was  not  in  pofleflion 
cf  information  fuflicient  to  enable  him  to  form  a  judgment 
upon  the  fnbject.  From  the  information,  however,  of  which 
he  was  ifl  ppfleflSon,  and  fVom  what  he  had  heard  from  his 
right  hdnovraMe  Friend,  he  was  neither  difpofed  to  yield 
afleot  to  Us  propofitions,  nor  to  approve  of  the  mode  of  con- 
ducting the  war  in  the  Weft-Indies.  His  opinion  was,  that 
the  heft  policy  we  could  purfue  in  the  Weft  quarter  of  the 
world  was  to  concentrate  'our  force  in  order  to  protect  our 
owft  colonies,  wherever  they  were  found  and  untainted.-  A 
diferent  fyftem  had  been  purfued,  the  merits  of  which  he 
hoped  would  undergo  inveftigation  at  the  proper  time.  Of 
that  fyftem  he  wa^  not  difpofed  at  prefcnt  to  think  highly, 
but  he  ihould  fufpend  giving  any  decided  opinion  till  the 
Houie  were  put  in  pofTeilion  of  all  the  information  requifite 
to  enable  them  to  form  a  proper  j  udgment  of  it . 

Mr.  B.  Edwards  entered  into  an  hiftory  of  all  the  tranf- 
aaions  relative  to  our  cftabliibment  in  St.  Domingo,  which 
he  allowed  to  have  been  attended  with  many  misfortunes^ 
He  did  not  think,  however,  that  they  ought  to  be  afcribed  to 
the  mifcQi^uct  of  his  Majefty's  Minifters.  He  defpaired  of 
our  ever  being  able  to  plant  a  colony  in  that  ifland,  and  he 
hoped  that  Minifters  -wcniA  learn  wifdom  from  a  difaftrous 
experiencci  ayd  abandon  the  plan  of  expending  men  and 
a  A  2  money 
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money  upon  it  to  the  extent  in  which  they  had  been  hirhcrto 
expended.     He  could  not,  however,  vote  for  th<i  motion  now 
^before  the  Houfe. 

*  Mr.  Fox  rofe  for  the  purpofe  of  faying  only  a  few  words. 
An  honourabk  Gentleman  (Mr.  Dundas)  had  affixed  upo|i 
him  a  charge  of  inconfiftcncy,  in  at  one  time  accufing  him 
of  fending  too  few,  and  at  another  time  of  fending  too  many 
men  to  the  Weft- Indies.     He  pleaded  guilty  to  the  charge, 
but  denied  the  i neon fiftency.     If  a  Weft-India  expedition 
was  to  be  undertaken  for  the  purpofe  of  making  and  defend- 
ing new  conqucfts,  he  contended  now,  as  he  did  then,  that 
Sir  Charles  Grey  was  fent  with  too  fmall  a  force.  But  where 
was  the  inconfiften,cy  between  th.it  opinion  and  that  which 
lie  now  profcfled  to  hold,  that  no  expedition  (hould  ha!vebcen 
attempted  again  ft  St.  Domingo  ?  The  honourable  Gentle  ma  a 
endeavoured  to  juftify  the  conduft  of  the  prefent  war  from 
the  mode  of  condnfting  the  war  which  ended  in  1763.     But 
he  would  alk  whether  the  objcSs  of  the  tv/o  wars  were 
iimiiar,  or  whether  the  fituation  of  the  contending  parties 
"w^re  the  fame  ?  He  did  not  know  what  was  the  objeQ  of 
the  war  now,  or  whether  there  was  any,  but  the  objeftat  its 
commencement  was  the  deftruflion  of  the  Jacobin  Govern- 
ment of  France,  and  the  eftablifhment  of  monarchy  In  it9 
place.  Upon  this  point  therefore  the  argument  of  Mr.  Burke 
IVVfls  unanfwcrable.     If  in  the  opinion  of  Minifters  they 
could  make  fuch  an  imprcflion,  upon  France' as  to  produce 
that  efFefi,  the  force  employed  in  the  Weft- Indies  would 
have  been  much  more  advantageoufly  direfled  againft  the 
territory  of  that  country;  for  fuppofmg  that  we  had  taken 
all  the  French  Weft-India  iflands,  would  our  conquefts  in 
that  quarter  have  brought  us  nearer  our  objeft,  namely,  the 
re-eftablilhment  of  monarchy  upon  the  ruins  of  the  Repub- 
lic ?  But  the  fa£l  was,  the  government  of  thit  country  nei- 
ther had  the  policy  to  adopt  Mr.  Burke *s  principle  nor  to  re- 
jeft  it.   They  afted  upon  it  fo  far  as  to  roufe  the  enthufiafm 
of  our  enemy,  and  to  make  her  an  armed  nation,  but  they 
did  not  purfue  it  as  a  chief  and  principal  objeft  of  the  war. 
In  regard  to  St.  Domingo,  the  only  apology  that  could  be 
offered  for  their  conduct  was,  that  they  had  flattered  thcm- 
felves  Ihat  fbmething  would  happen  which  did  not  happen* 
and  that  they  were  difappointed ;  and  this  was  the  compen- 
pendious  excufe  which  might  be  made  for  the  whole  conduS, 
QX  rather  piifconduft,  of  the  war.    The  hopourablc  Gentle- 
man 
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man  contended  that  the  expedition  againft  St.  Domingo  wfli 
the  bed  defence  of  Jamaica.  Allorwing  it,  what  had  this^de* 
fence  t>f  Jamaica  cod  the  country  r  Befides  the  iateriuil  de* 
fence  of  the  ifland,  its  external  defence  had  coft  4,3oo,oool« 
What  would  they  have  faid  if  on  the  firft  year  of  the  war, 
when  the  whole  expenccs  of  that  year  were  faid  to  amount 
to^only  4,500,000!.  he  had  predicted  that  that  war  would  be 
perflfled  in  till  the  defence  of  Jamaica  alone  would  coft  that 
ium  ?  He  would  have  been  called  a  great  exaggerator  ;  and 
yet  it  was  to  this  exaggeration  realized  that  Minlfters  now 
owed  the  defence  of  their  condud.  The  honourable  Gentle-^ 
man  ftated  that  the  expence  in  future  was  to  foe  reduced  by  a 
regulation  which  had  been  made.  H«  contended  that  it  wai 
neceflary  to  grant  a  difcretionary  power  to  officers  in  the 
Sfland  refpeSing  the  expence  incurred.  Granted,  But  if 
this  was  necefTary  before^  would  it  not  be  neceflary  in  fii-» 
ture  ^  fo  that  if  they  believed  his  defence  they  could  not  be-> 
iieve  1116  promifes.  He  agreed  with  the  honourable  Gentler 
man,  that  it  would  be  better  to  give  up  the  illand  to  the 
French  than  to  the  Black  Infurgents.  But  though  he  had 
been  accufed  of  being  an  advocate  of  the  French,  he  did  not 
carry  his  kindnefs  for  them  fo  far  as  to  wiih  to  expend  Bri- 
(iih  blood  and  Britifh  treafure,  in  order  to  preferve  an  ifland 
with  the  view  of  ultimately  giving  it  up  to  them.  The  honi 
Gentleman  argued  in  extenuation  of  the  mortality  in  dm 
Weft- Indies,  that  as  many  lives  were  fometimes  ioft  in  one 
battle  upon  the  Continent.  But  was  there  no  difference  ia 
the  circumftances  in  which  the  lives  were  loft ;  no  difference 
between  falling  in  battle,  which  was  always  accounted  glori*' 
ouSy  and  fometimes.  even  courted  with  enthufiafm,  and  be- 
ing fent  to  a  diftant  i/land  to  fall  a  vidim  to  a  peftilential  clu 
mate  and  an  incurable  difeafe  r — As  he  faw  no  ether  means  of 
putting  an  end  to  the  enormous  expence,  and  the  dreadful 
mortality,  he  ifaould  vote  for  the  motion  of  his  honouisable 
Friend. 

Do<Sor  Laurence  faid,  that-  he  had  never  yet  rifen  in  that 
Houfe,  but  when  fomething  which  had  fallen  in  debate^ 
feemed  in  fome  way  to  apply  pcrfonally  to  him,  fo  far  as  td 
render  it  neceftary  that  he  ihould  explain  his  fentiments^ 
Some  topics  ufed  by  the  laft  (pcaker,  and  one  more  parti* 
cularly  introduced  by  the  member  who  moved  the  queftion^ 
appeared  to  him  to  be  of  that  kind.  > 

He  ^enai^y  agreed  with  the  right  hon.  Gentlefiian,  that 

the 
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the^  conduct  of  Minifttrs  in  former  wars,  did  Qot  in  itfelf 
fenn  a  jteftification  for  tbc  conduct  of  Minifters  in  the  pre« 
-fisnc  war;  and  he  fuly  concurred  in  the  opinion  which.ha4 
been  quoted  ^ihat  menaced  as  we  were  by  a  new  and  enormous 
evil,  fo  long  as  there  *was  any  profpect  of  directing  the  war 
cffii&uaUy  againft  the  metropolis  of  the  mifchicf,  it  would 
bave  been  wife  to  have  abflunedfrom  all  diftant  expeditions^ 
forthe  puipofe  of  increafmg  our  hoftility  in  the  quarter  moil 
tnaterial.  The.  right  hon.  Gentleman  himfelf  in  the  year 
1782,  bad  propoTed  at  once  to  acknowledge  the  independence 
of  America^  that  we  might  pour  down  our  whole  force  on 
the  French  colonies ;  yet,  had  he  in  the  prefent  war  dure£tly 
adopted  and  a&ed  upon  thofe  principles,  which  he  now  hy-r 

Ctheticaliy  afliimed  as  a  ground  of  argument,  he  would  not, 
Di.  Laurence's  opinion,  have  been  inconfiftent :  he  would 
bare  fliewn  himfelf  a  ftill  greater  (latefman. 

But  tf  three  years  ago  it  was  right  to  depart  from  the  mill* 
«tary  policy  of  all  paft  tiroes,  it  was  poflible  that  the  circura- 
ftances  of  the  exiiUng  moment,  different  from  thofe  which 
marked  the  commencement  of  the  war,  might  make  it  inex- 
pedient to  abandon  what  it  might  have  been  better  never  to 
hint  attempted. 

Indeed  ^he  queftion  before  the  Houfe  was  not,  whether 
Ittgp  teinforccments  ihould  be  again  fent  to  the  Weft-Indies 
walh,A  view  to  conqueil ;  it  was  not  even  whether  we  (hould 
flaJBtBin  all  that  we  at  prefent  pofTefs  there  ',  it  was  Hipply 
whether  we  ihould  voluntarily  withdraw  our  troops,  and 
vrhoUy  evaouate  St.  Domingo.  He  could  not  himfelf  ap- 
pnire  focb  a  meafure,  either  on  the  ftippofition  that  the  war 
Ihould  continue,  or  that  it  ihould  be  terminated  by  the  pend* 
log  negociatiqn. 

-  The  great  importance  of  feme  poils  which  we  occupy  in 
8t.  Domingo,  to  the  fafety  of  Jamaica  and  for  the  protedion 
of .tbe  windward  paflage,  had  been  foccibly  (lated  by  an  hon. 
Member,  whofe  local  information  gave  him  peculiar  autho* 
ftty  on  thia  fubfed^  Yet  with  the^  advantages.  Dr.  Lau^r 
jtncc  obfetved,  that  he  knew  from  his  own  pra£lice  in  the 
Admiralty  conrts,  how  difficult  it  was  to  check  the  drepreda^ 
tions  of  the  fmall  Republican  cruifers,  which  fwarm  about 
dieibailows  of  thofe  coafts;  and  it  ihould  be  rccolle&ed  that 
faom  the  prefent  relative  fituation  of  France  anfi  America,  it 
might  foon  be  the  duty  of  this  cotmtry  to  extend  her  protec- 
tion  to  the  bommeree  of  tiie  United  States  in  tliat  part  of  the 

globe. 
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globe.  Would  it  thea  be  prudent  to  give  up  to  a&  enetnj 
To  aSive  and  defperate,  places  and  pofuionfi  bf  fa  much  con^ 
fequence,  which  having  been  once  acquired  and  fdrurrd  bf 
usy  may  now  be  kept  with  little  comparative  expence  of  biood 
and  treaftire  ? 

As  to  our  profpefls  from  negociation,  it  had  been  Rttted 
that  we  could  only  get  oiit  of  the  war  by  the  willingnefs  of 
the  enemy  to  make  peac«.  If  To,  it  would  be  neceifary  to 
confider  what  that  eneipy  was  moft  witting  to  obtain  hf 
peace.  On  this  point  he  referred  to^a  repiirt  made  in  lail 
June  to  the  Council  of  Five  Hundred,  by  Echafferiaux  the 
elder,  who  computing  (it  mattered  not  for  the  prefent  pur^ 
pofe  whether  truly  or  falfely)  the  whole  balance  of  trade  in 
favour  of  France  before  the  Revolotiod  to  be  upwards  of  fix 
millions  fterling,  takes  credit  for  about  feven  miUloiHi  as  thfe 
value  of  the  exports  to  the  colonies^  which  during  the  Watt 
had  become  a  total  blank,  as  indeed  has  every  otherarti<fle 
in  the  commerce  of  France  ;  and  a  lai^e  poition  of  thatit^ 
port  is  occupied  in  impreiling  on  the  public  councils  ^f  hii 
country.,  that  it  (houid  be  their  leading  object  whenever  they 
can  effect  what  they  may  think,  a  (olid  and  honourable 
peace,  to  reftore  their  commerce  by  obtaining  re*po0e(fioti  of 
their  colonies.  If  this  then  was  their  avowed  obfect  in 
making  peace,  he  thought  it  would  be  little  Ihort  of  madneis 
to  abbiidon  previoufly  and  gratuiitoufly  that, -upon- which  they 
fet  ib  high  a  value,  andwhich^  therefore,  in  treating  with 
them  would  make  fo  advantageous  an  article  of  barter,  to 
confider  it«'in  no  more  elevated  a  view  than  as  a  mere 
merchandize  for  bargain  and  faie.  He  mtift  alfo  add,  that 
fucfa  a  furrendeV  at  the' prefent  moment,  woaJd  in  his  eyes 
look  too  Kke  a  poor  fubterfuge  to  aVokl  a  difgracelvt  ac«> 
^iefcence  in  the  inadmifflble  preliminary-demanded  ^yth^ 
enemy,  that  the  baiis  of  all  future  negociation  muft  be  thrir 
conlHtution  and  their  laws';  thofe  laws  and  that  conftitiHion^. 
by  w4iich,  while  they  annexed  for  ever  to  France  dominfons 
leccntly  conquered  from  the  Houfe  of  Auftria,  they  at  the 
lame  time  ihduded'as  integral  parts  of  their  own  territorvv 
the  very^  colonies  and  foreign  fettlements  which  had  bt-cn 
from  \ht  beginning  of  the  war  in  our  pofleflion* 

Btft  there  Was  one  Confideration,  he  faid,  which  hiuft 
wetdidown  aH  the  reft  in  the  eftimation  of  a  Britifh  Houtc 
6i  Commons :  they  could  not  agree  to  the  Motion  without  a- 
vaotacioa  of  <  public  faith,  the  Planters  oif  St.  Domingo 

having. 
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^ving  beenrecetmi  into  the  protfedion  of  this  (Country  in 
the  manner  relied  by  an  honourable  Member  under  the 
«allery,^  to  whom  he  .had  before  alluded ;  and;  the  French 
jR^epiiblic  not  having  yet  annulled  thofe  dettfiable  laivs  by 
which  they  puniflied  Emigrants  contrary  to  the  very  fpirit 
and  letter  of  their  exi(ting  conftttutiOn  in  other  parts  of  it ; 
It  would  be  both  unjuft  and  cruel  to  facriiice  thoCc  men  to 
the  dreadiMl  Confequences  which  .would  enfue^by  an  abai^ 
4onpli;nt,of  that.colony. 

;  JHe  did  not  know  whether  it  was  in  reference  to  this  zt- 
^dment,  that  the  right  honourable  Gentleman,  who^  fpoke 
l^ft],  h^id  aflferted.  all  the  crimes  and,  horrors  of  St.  Do-* 
fliingQ  to  have,  ori^natcd  in  the  condud  of  the  White 
Roy^ifts<  He  ^ouldiiot  difcufs  that  queftion  now  at  large; 
Y«»t»  he  coiild  not  but:camion  the  Houfe  agalnft  giving  im- 
plicit credit  to  the  ts^ffertiou. '  Thofe  affliding  fcenes  arofcy 
acciof^ing  to  all  his  iilformation  on  that  lubj«£t,  chiefly 
fr^vfi  the  machinatioRSrof  a  club  at  Paris,  calling  themfelves 
the  ;Friends.  of.  thfi  Blacksy  one  of.  whofe*  principal  leaders 
was  the  Abbe  Gregoire  \  but.  the  immediate  caufe  of  the 
firfl:  great  devafl^tion  of  .that  flourifliing  ifland  was  the  im** 
politic  decree  of:.tJ)e'  1:5th  of  May»  1791. ;  by  M^hick,  the 
National  Aflfemblyi  unable  .  to  ^  reconcile  their  colonial 
fyftem  with  the  .metaphyflcal  maxims  of  their  Revoiution* 
lapped  the  foundation  of  bofh,  by  declaring  the  conftitution 
of  the  colonies  to,  be.  a.  neccijary  except  ipn  to  general  prin*- 
ciples  ;  too}c  from  the.  White  Colonifts  the  privilege  which 
they  under  flood  former  decrees  to  have  allowed  thcm^  of  le- 
giflating  for  themselves  and:  the- other  *  inhabitants  of  the 
iflftndsi  put  the.me;i.of  colour  on  .an  equal  .footing  with  th« 
fA^ropeans;  pipd  i^diredly  admitted  the  right  of  the  ilave^. 
ta  liberty;  thougli  their  efifranchifedient  was  poftponed  from 
motives  of  priidc^ce.  And  this  fort  of  coalpromirfe  betweei» 
juitice  and  pcJipy^  where  a  right  is  admitred  and  the  enjoy-* 
ofient  of  it  refufed  at  the  difcretion  of  one,  who  can  have  no 
natural  authority  to  be  the  judge  in  >|hat'  refpe£ty  muft»  (Di^- 
Laurejice  ,  faid)  in  his  opinion,  always  Have  a  tendency  to 
produce  (imilai:  ponfequeeces  more  of  lefs  difaftrous* 

The  adual  enfrancbifomefit  of  the  negroes,  which  the 
right  hom>urable  Gentleman  had  attributed  to  the  hoftility 
of  this  country  I  becaufe  it  was  not  formally  decreed  by  the 
French  Conventron,  until  17941  Dr.  Laurence  confidered 
%%  the  obvious  and .  inevitable  refult  of  the.  .varies  con! r«-tf 

di^orjr 
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didory  laws  pafled  by  the  firft  National  Aflcxnbly  and  the 
exertion  of  the  club  under  Grtgoire.  [Mr.  Fox  however 
having  faid  acrofs  the  Houfe,  that  Abbe  Gregoire  was  not 
for  making  the  negroes  free ;]  Dr.  Laurence  mentioned  fome 
particulars  which  induced  him  to  think  differently  ;  but  he 
added,  that  it  was  of  little  importanee,  as  Briffot  and  Robef- 
fierre  were  both  adive  ipembers  of  that  club,  and  both 
warm  advocates  for  the  negroes,  fo  that  when  they  became 
the  Governors  of  the  Country,  the  meafure  followed  of 
courfel 

He  then  mentioned  foine  of  the  particular  cnielties  exer- 
cifed  by  the  mulattoes  and  negroes,  during  their  infurreflion 
in  the.  year  1791*  Men  were  fawn  afunder  between  two 
planks  ;  fome  nailed  to  gate-pods,  and  tl^cir  limbs  gradually 
lopped  away  with  hatchets ;  others  flead  jilive  to  xover 
drums  with  their  (kins  ^  and  a  white  child  (luck  upon  a  pike^ 
ferved  the  infurgents  for  a  (landard.  The  chiefs,  in  fome 
inftances,  forcibljr  kept  feraglios'of  white  women;  in 
others^  tthey  violated  wives  and  daughters  on  the  dead  bodies 
of  fheir  hufbands  and  fathers ;  and  committed  ma^y  other 
eoormities,  which  no  language  can  reach,  fpareing  neither 
age,  fex,  nor  condition.  To  the  hazard,  almod  to  the  cer- 
tainty of  (imilar  torments  and  intolerable  afHidiohs  we 
fiiould  deliver  up  the  unfortunate  colonics,  if  we  (hould  now 
precipitately  vvithdraw  from  them  that  prote£tion,  which 
we  had  foli^muly  promifed. 

Having  thus  declared  his  opinions  on  the  general  merits  of 
the  que{lton>  he  now  proceeded  to  notice  a  particular  charge 
which  he  underftood  to  have  been  brought  by  the  honourable 
Mover  againft  one  department  of  adminiftration.  It  related 
to  the  appointment  of  Monfieur  Lambert^  to  be  Frift  Pre- 
fident  of  the  Council,  and  Chief  Juflice  of  St.  Domingo. 
Chi  the  face  of  this  tran faction,  he  tould  not  conceive  how 
it  could  be  imagined  to  be  corrupt.  In  favour  of  whom 
was  corruption  generally  pradifed  ?  Of  ihofe,  who,  by 
their  influence,  by  their  contiexions,  or  their  dependants, 
could  earn  the  wages  of  corruption ;  not  of  a  fritndlefs 
ftranger,  who  had  fought  a  refuge,  and  was  an  exile  here, 
A$  he  had  not  been  prcfent  when  the  Motion  was  made,  he 
.was  not  exa^ly  acquainted  with  the  manner  in  which  the 
charge  had  been  fupportcd;  but  he  would  relate  to  the  Hou(e 
what  he  happened  to  know  of  the  appointment. 
,    Monfieur  Lambert  was  the  fon  of  a  magiftrate  who  had 

Bb  fcrvcd 
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fcrved  with  credit  in  fome  of  the  firft  offices  imder  the  Mo- 
narchy^of  France,  and  he  had  himfelt  been  fome  years  in 
judicial  fituattons  of  high  rank  ;  he  added  alfo  to  profeflional 
knowledge,    a-  degree   of    claffical  erudition  not  common 
among  his  countrymen,  which,  in   obfcurity  and  poverty, 
he  was  employing  for  the  benefit  of  this  country,  when  he 
was  named  to  his  prefent*  office.     The  noble  Secretary  of 
State  for  th^  Home  Department,  in  whom  was  the  difpofal 
of  that  office,    requefted   a  French  Gentleman,  who  had 
himfelf  l)een  a  Councellor  of  the  Parliament  of  Paris,  to 
recommend  a  fit  perfon  for  fo  important  a  pod,  and  he  was 
told  in  anfwer,  that  if  every  member  of  the  profcffion  were 
denred  to  naine  two  perfons,  though  each  might  name  him- 
felf for  the  firft,  the  fecond  would  moft  probably  be  Monfieur 
Lambert.     His  charaflcr  being  found,  on  enquiry,  to  cor- 
refpond  with  this  defcription,  he  was  immediately  appointed 
without  any  application,  or  even  knowledge  on  his  part ; 
but  from  the  prefent  circunftances  of  the  colony,  he  was 
appointed  with  only  half  the  falary  enjoyed  by  thofe  ma- 
giftrates  under  the  old  government,  to  whofe  duties  he  fuc- 
cecded.     Dr.  Laurence  faid,  he  trufted  that  the  candour  of 
the  honourable  Mover  would  fee  in  this  tranfaflion,  fo  ex- 
plained, nothing  but  tliat  purity,  which  he  believed,  would 
always  be  found  to  diftinguiih  the  noble  Secr<*tary  of  State, 
in  the  excrcife  of  all  his  public  patronage. 

He  concluded  by  faying,  that  on  the  grounds  whith  he 
had.  fubmittcd  to  the  Houfc,  he  Ihould  give  his  negative  to 
the  Motion,  as  contrary  alike  to  the  interefts  and  good  faith 
of  the  nation. 

Mr.  Ikm,  Smith  lamented  the  mutual  cruelties  which  had 
been  pradlifed  by  the  whites  and  blacks  on  each  other,  and 
condemned  the  civil  eftablifhment  of  St.  Domingo  (of 
which  only  five  parifhes  were  in  our  pofleffion)  which  he 
faid  nearly  amounted  to  the  whole  expence  which  France 
was  at,  when  it  retained  a  much  larger  part  of  the  ifland. 

Mr.  St.  John  explained,  after  which,  the  queftion  being 
called  for,  there  appeared — 

.  Ayes^  —  HH6^  S/ 
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The  L^rd  Chancellor  rofc  ana  •. 
caity  and  power  of  detail,  fubinitt<^d  tlic  w.^. 
the  cafe  to  the  Committee,  ftating  corrcfHy,  as  uy,^ 
the  different  arguments  urged  on  cacb  fide  by  the  Couti.^^ 
af^lying  them  refpeflivcly  to  t^e  points  on  \vhich\  they  had 
hearing,  and  (hewing  by  a  ftrain  ot  reafonin^,  equally  fimple 
and  convincing,  the  degree  in  wuich  tbeir  cft;mation  was  to  b^ 
appreciated,  and  to  what  extent  their  application  was  to  be 
xneafured.  His  LordAtip  conficiered  the  cafe  in  two  points  of 
view— poiTefCon  undiflurbcd  for  more  than  a  centurv,  and  the 
legal  holding  of  an  honour  under  notnination,  uccording  to  th^ 
received  practice,  which  prevailed  for  ages  in  Scoil.uid  previous 
to  the  3(3  of  Union,  He  explained  all  the  peculiar  attendant 
circumftances  of  the  cafes,  and  ftitcd  that  Giil>err,  Earl  of  Et- 
rol,  furrendered  his  l|onours  to  the  King  in  1666.  That  the 
power  of  nomination  was  variable,  the  Peer  not  only  having 
the  power  to  nominate  at  will,  but  to  grant  a  nomination  on 
his  death-bed;  that  Earl  Gilbert  made  two  diltindt  nomina- 
tions, under  the  laft  of  which,  that  of  1 674  the  next  Earl  took 
his  title,  and  he  and  his  defcendants,  had  enjoyed  it  and  their 
feats  in  Parliament  ever  fince. 

In  the  courfe  of  his  fpeech  his  Lordftiip  enumerated  fix  or 
feven  different  cafes,  each  of  which  afforded  fome  ftrong  cour 
firmation  of  the  validity  of  the  Earl  of  Errol's  title,  and  he  alfo 
took  notice  of  the  caC?  of  the  Earl  of  Stair,  who  claimed  under 
a  nomination  executed  in  the  year  1740,  which  the  Houfe 
without  further  explanation  reje£ked  on  the  ground  that  it 
*•  was  not  valid  in  law,"  which  obvioufly  was  the  fa£l  as  no 
power  on  earth  could  give  validity  to  a  nomination  corfflitut- 
jng  a  Britifh  Commoner,  a  peer  of  Scotland,  after  the  aft  of 
Union. 

aBa.  After 
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fcrved  with  credit  m  fomj^^rich  with  leg^  information  on  th^ 
narchy  of  France,  an^  ^^^^^^  ^^  ^  g^^^^h  honour  is  founded, 
judicial  fituations  of/j  ^j^,^  obferving,  that  if  the  Earl  of  Er- 
knowledge,  a  de^  ^e^^  ^^i]^  ^^p^„  ^^  j^p^^j  l^j^  ^1^,^^  ,^3^ 
among  his  ccninf^j^jjipg  j^^j^  j^  j^j^j^^  ^^^  ^  ^.j^jn,  ^^  ^j^^  p^^^^ 
he  was  emploWQj^^pj  f^^^  a  furplufa^e  of  proof,  that  he 
was  named  U^^n  f^ady  to  declare,  that  he  had  fully  cftahliftied 
State  for  thj^  therefore  moved  **  that  the  Earl  of  Errol  is  duly 
of  that  y 

himfelf^^y  ■fEarlofKinnoulj  faid>  after  the  very  able  and  in- 
recomfi^t  fpeech  of  the  noble  and  learned  Lord,  it  was  not  r.e- 
*o*9(ft-y  for  him  to  trouble  their  Lordfhips  with  more  than  a 
?w  obfervations.  He  agreed  with  the  noble  and  learned  Lord 
illy,  one  point  onlv  excepted.  The  noble  and  learned  had 
confidered  long  pofleffion  as  rather  a  ground  not  fo  much 
to  be  relied  on,  as  the  legal  formality  of  a  nomination  under 
the  antient  pradlice.  He  thought  long  poffcflion  was  of  itfelf  a 
very  fufEcient  ground,  and  moil  efpecially  when  attended  with 

Sttblicity,  as  was  clearly  the  cafe^  of  the  Earls  of  Errol,  who 
aving  held  the  hereditary  office  of  conftable  of  Scotland,  and 
enjoyed  its  privileges,  might  be  faid  to  have  fat  in  Parliament 
under  the  king's  immediate  eye  and  cognizance.  His  Lord  (hip 
In  a  fummary  way  went  through  all  the  particulars  of  the  cafe, 
and  coincided  in  opinion  with  the  Lord  Chancellor  in  every 
other  part  of  it. 

Upon  the  quefliorv being  put,  the  Ccntents  had  \tnermne  diffeif 
t'unte^  and  the  chairman  was  ordered  to  report  the  fame  to  the 
Houfe. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Friday,  May  19. 

WET  DOCKS. 

Mr.  Alderman  Combe  prefented  a  petition  on  behalf  of  tha 
Pompany  of  Fifhmongers  in  the  City  of  London,  againft  the 
4>ill  for  making  Wet  Docks,  and  praying  to  be  heard  by  Coun- 
fi-I  againfl  fuch  parts  of  the  bill  as  may  afRrft  them. 

Mr.  Manning  ftatcd,  that  the  bill  had  been  before  the  Houfis 
now  for  a  great  length  of  time ;  this  was  its  fecond  feflion. 
The  Corporation  of  the  City  of  London  was  now  in  the  courfc 
of  oppofmg  it  by  Counfcl  before  the  Conimittee  to  whom  the 
bill  was  referred.  He  knew  of  no  tliftindt  matter  that  could  be 
urged  by  the  Fifhmongcrs  Company,  that  was  not  likely  to  he 
urged  by  the  whole  Corporation,  He  npprehended  tliat  peti- 
tions 
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tions  of  this  kind  were  brought  forward  by  the  City  Remem- 
brancer. He  thought  that  if  applications  of  this  kind  wero 
granted,  they  would  occafion  a  delay  whichb would  be  very  in- 
jurious to  the  progrefs  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Alderman  Combt  faid,  the  petition  was  brought,  to  him 
by  fome  of  his  conflituents,  with  a  defire  that  he  (hould  prefent 
it.  He  knew  of  no'intention  to  create  an  unneceflary  delay  in 
the  progrefs  of  the  bill. 

The  queftion,  that  the  petitioners  be  heard  by  Counfd  ?  was 
put  and  negatived,  and  the  petition  was  ordered  to  be  laid  on 
the  table. 

BUTCHERS  MEAT. 

On  reading  the  order  of  the  day  for  the  fecond  reading  of  the 
bill  to  prevent  the  forcftalling,  &c.  of  live  cattle, 

Mr.  Mainwaring  ftated,  that  as  he  underftood  there  were 
fome  objedions  to  the  bill,  he  fhould  move  that  it  be  referred 
to  a  Sele6b  Committee  who  (hould  examine  the  matter  and  re- 
port iheir  opinion,  after  which  he  fhould  propofe  that  it  (hould 
be  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe. 

Mr.  Hawkins  Browne  thought  the  bill  very  objeftionablcas 
it  was  calculated  to  difcourage  the  growth  of  cattle  by  difcour- 
aging  the  fale  of  them.  He  wiftcd  that  the  hon.  Gentleman 
would  withdraw  his  bill,  and*  bring  in  another,  which  (hould 
obviate  that  objcSion . 

Tlie  Speaker  obferved,  that  the  bill  now  beforie  the  Hdufc 
might  be  fo  modified  as  to  remove  the  objcdlion  which  had  heen 
made  to  it. 

Mr.  Hobhoufe  was  againfl:  all  Icgiflative  interference  in  mat-i 
ters  of  this  kind.  Trade  of  every  kind  he  thought  (hould  be 
left  pcrfe6Uy  open.  Legiflative  regulations  were  in  general 
ufelefs  or  injurious.  -     • 

Mr.  Baftard  approved  of  the  objedl  of  the  bill.  It  was  not 
to  regulate  the  markets,  but  to  break  up  a  cpmbmation  which 
kept  up  the  price  of  butcher's  meat.  The  price  was  encreafed 
by  the  cattle  pa(iing  through  the  hands  of  fo  many  perfons,  each 
of  whom  had  their  profits. 

Mr.  Vanjittart  agreed  with  his  hon.  Friend  near  him  (Mr. 
Brown),  in  the  obfervations  he  had  made.  He  hoped,  that  in 
any  regulations  that  might  be  made,  care  would  be  taken  to 
prevent  the  buying  and  felling  of  cattle  the  fame  day. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  fecond  time,  and  committed. 

Mr.  Mainwaring  moved,  that  the  report  of  the  Committee' 
on  thepetitbn  of  the  Cutting  Butchers,  prefented  laft  feflSion  of 
Parliament,  be  referred  to  the  faid  Committee, 

Ordered. 

Sir 
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SiiJFm,  Pulteney  faid,  the  bill  which  bad  jaft  beeri;read  was 
<rf  very  great  impr>rtanccj  and  he  hoped  the  Houfe  would  not 
confider,  becaufe  there  was  fo  little  oppofition  to  the  fecond 
reading,  that  the  matter  was  decided  upon. 

The  bill  to  guarsuitee  the  payment  of  the  dividends  on  the 
loan  of  i,6oo,oool.  to  the  Emperor  paffcd.a  Committee  of  the 
whole  Houfe,  and  the  report  was  ordered  to  be  received  the 
next  day. 

The  ^journed  ddrate  on  the  third  ftading  of  the  Corn  bill 
was  further  adjourned  to  Wcdnefday  next,  upon  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Ryder,  who  intimated  that  lie  had  not  changed  his  opinion 
upon  the  fubjeS. 

Mr.  Coke  (of  Norfolk)  faid,  he  had  no  ohjciflion  to  this  bill ; 
from  the  favourable  profpe£t  of  the  harveO,  he  was  happy  to 
feythtrc  was  no  appeararfce  ot  any  neceflity  for  continuing  the 
rdtridion  which  was  propofed  to  be  taken  off  by  the  bill. 

'*Mr.  Alderman  Curtis  prefented  a  petition  from  the  prifoners 
eondned  for  debt  in  Ludgate,  ftating  certain  hardships,  and 
praying  relief  generally.  ^ 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

MARRIAGE  OF  THE  PRINCESS  ROYAL. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  moved,  *'  That  an  humble 
aiddrets  be  prefented  to  his  Majefty,  to  congratulate  his  Majefty 
on  the  happy  nuptials  of  the  Prineefs  Royal  with  his  Serene 
^jj^nefs  the  Hereditary  Prince  of  Wirtemberg.'* — Carried 
nem.  con, 

,  >  He  moved  another  to  the  Queen  ;  and  alfo,  ",  That  a  con- 
grotulatory  mcflage  be  fent  to  the  Prineefs  Royal  and  his 
Serene  Highnefs  on  the  fame  happy  occafion." — Carried  ncm. 
con. 

.     -  OATHS. 

Mr.  Sheridan  faid,  than  when  the  bill  fof  raifmg  the  Supple-* 
mentary  Militia  v\ras  before  the  Houfe,  he  had  made  fomc  obfcr- 
vations  refpc6iing  the  fituation  of  Roman  Catholics  who  might 
be  drawn  for  tliat  Militia.  He  had  then  obferved^  that  accord^ 
ing  to  the  oath  adminiftered  to  the  army  fuch  perfonswere 
tinder  the  ncceffity  of  fwearing  they  were  not  Roman  Catho« 
lies,  dr  of  fuffering  very  fevcre  penalties  if  they  could  not  find 
fubftitutes^  The  right  hon.  Gentleman,  oppotite  to  him,  (Mr. 
Pitt)  wiihed  him  at  that  time  to  refrain  from  preffing  the  fub- 
jt6t  on  the  Houfe,  as  he  had  fome  general  regulations  in  view 
with  regard  to  oaths.  He  found  now,  that  another  hon.  Gen* 
tleman  (Mr.  Wilberforce)  intended  to  make  a  motion  upon  the 
fame  fubje£t  early  in  die  next  week,  he  (hould  therefore  take 
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that  opportunity  of  dating  his  views  more  fully  to  the  Houfe, 
and  of  bringing  forward  the  {yropofition  he  originally  intendeds  ' 

DISMISSAL   OF    MINISTERS.        n  ^        ^      * 

Mr.  Alderman  Combe  then  rofe  to  call  the  attentKHi  of  th^ 
Houfe  to  the  momentous  fubjeft  of  which  he  had  given  notice^ 
In  doing  this,  he  could  not    help  faying  he,  wiihed  it    had 
£illen  into  abler  hands,  but  whatever   fate  awaited  it,  he  muft 
perform  his  duty  tohiscondituents,  by  whom  he  was  diredlcd 
to  brihg  it  forward.     He  then  took  aconcife  view  of  the  pre* 
fent  adminidration  from  their  commencement  to  the  prefen< 
moment.     In  the  year  1784^  it  was  well  known  what  fecret 
influence  was  ufcd  by  thofe  who  are  now  in  power*  and  it  was 
needlefs  for  him  to'  detail  the  particulars  of  that  time,  and  the 
powerful  arguments  which  had  been  often  urged  againft  the 
principle    upon  which  that  power  was  obtained.     The  Houfe 
recollected  alfo  the  manner  in  which  the  prefent  adminiAra- 
tion  had  a£led  in  the  different  armaments  againft  Spain,  and 
againft  Ruffia,  in  which  they  had  made  ufe  of  all  their  influ- 
ence in  Parliament  to  prevail  upon  the  majority  to  adopt  me^ 
fures  which  were  notoriouily  againft  the  voice  of  the  people  at 
large,  and  which   they  themfehes  afterwards  abandoned,  and 
by  which  they  degraded  their  own   Parliamentary  majority. 
Thefe  things  he  only  glanced  at  accidentally,  for  as  they  did 
not  form  any  eflential  part  of  the   matter  which  he  had  now 
to  fubmit  to  the  Houfe,  he  ftiould  not  dwell  upon  them.     He 
{liould  confine  himfeif  to  the  caufe  which  his  conftituents  had 
lor  inftruding  him  to  come  forward  and  to  take  the  part  which  > 
\i^  was  now  taking.     That  caufe  was  the  prefent  unfortunate 
war.     In  difcuffing  this  point,  candour  directed  him  to  con- 
fcfs,  that  at  the  commencement  popular  opinion  was  with  the 
Minifter  upon  the  neceffity  and  juftice  of  the  war.     He  never 
fa  w  cither  that  juftice,  or  that  neceffity ;  and  the  public  at  large 
now  thought  as  he  always  had  upon  that  fubje£t.     But  grant- 
ing, for  the  fake  of  argument,  and  for  argument  only,  that 
the  war  was  juft,  was  neceffary,  and  unavoidable,  he  would 
then  call  to  the  recollcdion  of  the  Houfe,  how  the  Minifters 
defended  the  war,  what  rcafons  they   affigned,  or  rather  what 
pretexts  they  made  ufe  of  for  its  continuance,  what  vigour  was 
/hewn,  what  wifdom  appeared  in  the  advice  they  gave  to  Par- 
Jiannent  from  time  to  time  upon  that  fubjtfdL     What  objefts 
did  ihey  fay  they  had  in  view  ?  In  the  year  1794,  the  Chan-.. 
ceJlor  of  the  Exchequer  declared,  that  to  reflore  monarchy 
in  France  was  theobje<9:  of  the  war.     This  was  denied  on  the 
other  tide,  but  perfifted  in  by  Minifters  until  it  became  too 

ridiculous 
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j-idiculous  to  bt  fupported  any  longer.      Then  the  avowed 
objcA  was  changed  into  **  an  indemnity  for  the  paft,  and 
fecurity  for  the  future,"  upon  tills  plea  the  people  were  called 
upon  to  fupport  the  war  for  a  confidemble  time ;  but  thir 
again  was  abandoned,  and  it  appeared,  that  in  proportion   as 
the  French  were  fuccefsful,  Minifters  changed   their  groujid. 
Then  they  faid  that  we  muft  purfue  the  war,  "  until  theier 
Ihould  be  eflablifhed  in   France,  a  Government  capable  of 
maintaining  the  accuftomed  relations  of  peace  and  amity  with 
other  powers."     At  this  very  time  that  plea  appeared  to  him 
to  be  ridiculous,  for  Fiance  had  then  proved  it  was  capable  of 
maintaining  the  relations    of  peace  and   amity    with  other 
powers,  for  it  had  entered  into  alliance  with  fome,  and  had 
preferved  that  alliance.    Some  time  after  tl^is  Miniflers  fmooth- 
cd  themfclves  down  and  fof^ened  their  language  ;  they  ad- 
mitted that  France  was  in  a  ftate  in  which  we  might  endea- 
vour to  negociate  with  them  ;  and  after  taking  a  very  circuit- 
ous and  feeble  mode  to  negociate,  they  received  for  anfwer 
that  if  any  negociation  was  to  be  opened,  it  muft  be  carried  oa 
at  Paris;  upon  this  Lord  Malmeibury  was  fent  to  Paris. 
The  event  of  that  n\iffion,  as  well  as  die  manner  in  which 
it  was  carred  on,  were  much  too  well  known  to  the  Houfe'  to 
need  any  detail.    It  was  from  a  general  view  of  all  thefe  things 
combined  that  he  maintained  that  the  iniincerity  ofMinifters 
was  vifible  to  evccy  man  in  the  kingdom  who  chufed  to  look 
impartially    at  their  condu£V,   and  that  their  incapacity   to 
manage  the  affairs  of  this  country  was  maniteft.     As  manifeft 
did  it  appear  tor  him  that  thefe  Minifters  could  never  conclude 
a  peace  with  France  upon  terms  that  would  be  honourable,  or 
in  any  way  advantageous  to  this  country.     They  had   all  of 
them  in  turn  ufed  the  moft  irritating  and  abufive  language 
againft  the  French,  a  circumftance  which  every  man  mult  feel 
to  be  a  great  hindrance  to  the  carrying  on   any  negociation 
with  confidence.     They   had  always  ftated  this  war  to  be  a 
war  againft  French  principles.     They  had  attempted,  but  in 
viin,  to  extinguifti  thefe  principles   by   the  fword.     From  all 
thefe  confiderations  it  appeared  to  him.  that  nothing  could    be 
more  manifeft  than   the  propriety  of  the  motion  with  wliicH 
he  fhould  conclude.     He  muft  repeat,  that  he  lamented  the 
^fubiedk  Jiad  not  fallen  into  abler  hands,  but  he  had  done  l^is 
dnty  in  the  beft  manner  he  was  able.     He  had  one  con  tola- 
tion,  however,  which  was,  that  he  did  not  only  follow  tbe 
diftatcs  of  his  own  mind,  but  alfo  followed  the  general  wifti 
ofhisconftituents;  their  inftru£iions  alone  would  be  enougH 
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for  his  authority,*  and  their  judgment  (liould  always  be  fufficl- 
cnt  for  his  guidance.     He  concluded  with  moving, 

•"  Thuc  an  huiuoic  Addjcfs  be  prcfcntcd  to  ^1%  Majtfly,.  praying  thai  he  will 
bs  pleU'ei^i  to  JlGn  i':^  /ruot  hi&  couiKiib  bit  pteunc  Miniilct^,  zs  the  beil  means  of 
u^Zi\nin^  a  t'pceJy  m'A  honourable  p..UcC." 

S'u"  fVtUiam  Mtlner  fu|)j>^ited  tlie  motion  ;  in  doing  which 
he  was  perfuaded  chat  he  iollow'cd  the  unanimous  wilh  of  his 
coni^iluvnts,  for  the  city  of  York  haVl  utunimoufly  cxpreflcd 
their  opinion  upon  that  fubjc£t  in  the  Petition  and  Addrefs 
which  chev  diredlcd  him  to  prelcni  to  his  Majefty.  He  was 
convinced  alfo,  that  it  the  Members  of  that  Houfe  were  to  aiStas 
thcirronftituents  heartily  dcfircd  they  ftiould,  they  would, almoft 
to  a  man,  vote  for  the  prefcnt  morion,  and  eiulcar  themfelvcs  to 
the  pui)lic  at  lar^e.  He  verily  behevtd,  that  uiilefs  thcadmini- 
f:ratton  of  this  country  bj  fpccdily  put  intj  other  hands,  the 
nation  would  vcrv  fajn  be  undone. 

Mr.  J.  H,  Browne  rofe  to  oppofe  it.     He  acknowledged 
that  the  fubjeft  was  of  the  highclt  importance,  and  therefore 
he  could  not  confcnt  to  give  his  vote  on  it  Without  making 
(boie  obfervations  which  appeared  to  him  very  necelTary  for 
the  Houfe  to  take  into  their  confideration.     The  motion  of 
the  worthy  Alderman  was  no  lefs  than  for  the  difmiflal  of 
the  prefent  Adminiftration.     Before  he  could  give  his  aflent 
to  fuch  a  motion,  it  mufl;  firft  be  proved  to  Jjim  that  the  Ad- 
minidration  had  done  fomething  for  which  they  deferved  to 
be  difmiflfcd.   So  far  from  that  being  the  cafe,  he  was  clearly 
of  opinion,  that  the  prefent  was  the;  befl  Adminiftration,  and 
had  done  more  for  the  welfare  and  interefls  of  this  country   ■ 
than  any  he  had  ever  known  or  heard  of.     He  had  been  in 
Parliament  twelve  years,  .and  had  obferved  their  at^ions  very 
deliberately,  and  alfo  the  great  talents  of  the  Gentlemen  in 
oppofai  >n,  who  had  been  all  that  time  continually  watching 
and  attacking  them,  and  it  was  from  this  obfcrvation  he  had 
formed  his  opinion.    The  worthy  Alderman  who  made,  and 
the  honourable  Baronet  who  feconded  the  motion,  had  both 
of  them  declared  they  thought  thcmfelves  bound  to  follow 
the  inllrudions  of  their  coniUtuents;  and  as  the  reprefenta- 
fives  of  the  two  firfl  cities  in  the  kingdom,  their  opinions 
were  certainly  entitled  to  the  higheft  lefpeit.     For  his  owi^ 
part,   he  had  the  honour  to  rcprefent  a  very  populous  place. 
His  conftituents  confiftcdof  about  two  thoufand.    In  return- 
ing biin  their  reprefentativc  they  had  done  their  part.    They 
hod  eleftcd  hint  to  aA  for  them  to  the  bed  of  l)is  judgment. 
Vox..  III.  1797.  a  C  That 


m%  WOObFALVS  PARLIAMEKTARY  REPORTS.     [Commom«, 

Thit  was  his  part,  and  that  only  would  he  act.     If  his  con- 
ftituents  chofe  to  inflruct  him,  he  ftiould  dill  piirfue  his  own 
judgment,  in  fpite  of  their  inftructions,  in  cafe  he  differed 
with  them  in  opinion.     If  they  were  difpleafcd  at  this  at  the 
next  general  election,  they  might  reject  him  if  they  pleafcd. 
He  therefore  differed  altogether  with  the  worthy  Alderman 
and  the  honourable  Baronet,  on  the  fubject  of  implicitly 
obeying  inftructions  from  their  conftituents.      He  looked 
upon  himfelf  as  a  really  independent  man,  and  had  never  re- 
ceived *or  folicitcd  any  favour  from  Minifters.     With  re- 
gard to  the  prefent  Adminiftration,  he  thought  the  country 
owed  every  thing  to  them.     The  three-  greaieft  bleflings 
ivhich  a  country  could  polTcfs  were  liberty^    Iranquillity  in 
its    internal    concerns,    and    the    general  profperiiy    of    it. 
With  regard  to  each  of  ihefc,  no  Adminiflraiion  had  ever 
done    fo  much  for  their  fccurity  and    prefervation  as  the 
prefent.     As  to  the  fir(l  point,  liberty,  it  was  under  the  auf- 
fpices,  and  with  the  confcnt  of  the  prefent  Adminidrationy 
that  juries  had  received,  unequivocally,  the  right  which  had 
had  been  doubted  and  difputed  of  judging  of  all  the  circum- 
ftances  of  the  cafe  in  point  of  law  as  well  as  facf.     It  was 
tmder  4he  aufpices  of  the  prefent  Adminiftration,  and  by 
their  exertions  even  againft  very  high  and  powerful  auth6- 
rities  in  that  Houfe,  that  the  cotuinuance  of  an  impeachment  had 
been  carried.     It  was  to  the  eloquence  of  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  that  that  meafure  was  chidly  to  be  attri- 
buted*    He  who  of  all  other  men  might  be  moft  likely  to 
be  himfelf  harrafTcd  by  a  long  and  tedious  impeachment. 
It  was  by  the  prefent  Adminiftration  that  the  bill  which  was 
fo  obnoxious  to  the  people  of  Canada  had  been  repealed, 
and  a  lovely  fyftem  of  freedom  had  been  ftibftltuted  in  its 
place.     When  fcdition  had  fome  time  ftalked  abroad  with 
gigantic  fteps,  an  Adminiftration  hoftile  to  liberty  would 
have  taken  hold  of  the  opportunity,    and  endeavoured   to 
contract  her  powers.     But  had  the  prefent  Adminiftration 
done  this  ?     No ;  they  had  touched  the  fubject  with  a  le- 
nient hand,  and  the  bill  they  had  brought  forward  for  pre* 
Venting  and  puniftiing  fcdition,    they  had  moderately  and 
gently  limitwi  to  the  term  of  two  years.     Though  the  tnoft 
editions  meetings  had  been  held,  which  threatened,  if  longer 
fuffercd,  the  moft  dreadful  ccnfcquences  to  the  country,  the 
prefent  Adminiftration  had  not  taken  advantage  of  it  topre- 
vcnt  n)etings  altogether,  which  they  might  have  done.  They 
had  not  prevented  meetings  for  any  purpofc  within  the  numr 
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bcr  of  fifty ;  and  by  a  lawful  notice  being  given,  any  nunn- 
bcr  of  people  whatever  might  meet  for  any  purpofe  aflually 
afligned  in  fuch  notice.  Mr  Browne  then  proceeded  to  re- 
mark on  the  fecond  point,  tranquillity,  which  he  faid  had  al- 
ways been  fo  clear,  from  the  excellent  m-afiires  adopted  by 
Adminiftration,  that  it  was  unrieccfFary  for  hirq  to  i-o  any  fur- 
ther into  the  fubjeft,  which  fpok  fo  plainly  for  itfelf.  He 
now  came,  he  faid,  to  the  third  point,  "  the  general  prof- 
pcrity  of  the  country,"  and  on  thi*^  he  was  certain  no  former 
Adminiftration  could  ever  claim,  by  any  means,  equal  merit 
'With  the  prefent.  He  would  divide  this  head  into  two  peri- 
ods: tlie  hrft  from  1784  to  1792  ;  the  fecond  from  1702  to 
the  prefent  moment.  In  the  year  1784,  the  prefent  Chan- 
cellor came  into  office,  and  from  ihar  time  to  1792  no  coun- 
try ever  flouriflied  more,  nor  did  this  connrry  ever  enjoy  fo 
large  a  portion  of  general  profperity.  By  means  of  his  great 
financial  abilities  he  raifed  the  funds,  which  he  found  at  64, 
during  the  courfe  of  that  period,  to  97  or  98.  In  the  fame 
proportion  with  the  funds  the  trade,  commerce,  manufac- 
tures, agriculture,  induftry  and  ingenuity  of  the  country 
kept  equal  pace  in  their  increafe  of  general  profperity,  and 
the  country  had  arrived  to  the  mod  unexampled  height  of 
happinefs.  The  Peace  of  1783  was  fuppofed  and  faid  to  be 
precarious,  but  by  the  great  wifdom  uf  the  mcafures  adopted 
by  the  prefent  Adminiftration,  it  was  rendered  not  only  per- 
manent but  highly  beneficial  to  the  commercial  and  other  in- 
terefts  of  thie  country.  The  other  period  to  v/hich  he  had 
nOw  to  allude  he  was  forty  to  fay  was  a  pairf':!  rtyerfe, 
Thofe  political  evils,  however,  which  had  caiiftd  it,  were 
entirely  owing  to  the  French  Revolution,  whicu  had  fud- 
denly  rifcn  to  a  head,  and,  like  a  fwelling  torrent,  bnrft 
every  natural  .md  artificial  bound,  and  fwept  away  all  before 
it.  It  wjis  worfe,  he  faid,  than  the  firft  eruption  of  the  Goths 
and  Vandals,  or  any  other  favage  nation  that  had  ever 
been  heard  of.  It  threatened  deftrudion  to  every  civilized 
ftate  and  regular  Government  in  Europe.  Much  had  been 
faid,  he  obferved,  on  the  point  of  avoiding  the  war,  and  great 
blame  was  imputed  to  Minifters  for  not  doing  fo.  He 
denied  pofitivcly  that  it  was  poilible  to  avoid  it;  and  if 
it  were,  he  was  certain,  he  faid,  that  by  avoiding  it  we 
ihould  have  been  placed  in  a  much  more  lamentable  (late 
than  we  now  were  in.  Blame  had  alfo  been  imputed  to 
Minifters  for  the  expeditions  which  they  had  planned  againft 
the  Weft-India  iflands  of  the  enemy.     This  was  alfo  wiih- 
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out  caufe.     The  want  of  fuccefs  in  that  quarter  was  not  ow- 
ing to  any  deficiency  ofwifdom  in  the  meafurcs  purfued,  or 
the  plans  adopted :    it  miglit  fairly  be  fet  down  to  the  unfor- 
tunate circumflance  of  the  yellow  fever  breaking  out  in  Phi- 
Jadelphia,and  being  from  thence  conveyed  to  the  Weft  Indies, 
where  it  operated  like  a  phigue  or  peftilence,  and  made  a  cli- 
mate which  had  been  confidered  as  falubrious  in  formtr  wars, 
fo  peftiferous  as  to  change  the  prod uSive  Toil  of  every  ifland 
into  a  hungry  and  univcrfally  yawning  burial-ground.     He 
contended   that   the   war,    though  difaftroiis  in  ibmc   points 
of  view,  was  abfohitely  neceflary  ;  and,  tnking  it  altogether, 
was  the  moft  glorious  war  that  ever  this  countiy  was  engaged 
in.  Our  trade  had  increafed  in  a  degree  of  proporjion  unknown 
in  the  courfc  of  any  former  wars.     The  people  owed  every 
thing  to  the  prefcnt  Adminiftration  for  entering  into  it,  for 
they  had  by  that,  and  he  believed  by  that  alone,  kept  the  fcenc 
of  aftion  entirely  frcm  this  country.     It  had  lavagcd  and  de- 
(Iroyed  cvefy  part  of  Lurope  except  this  country.     They  had 
demanded  the  mcft  dreadful  requifit^ons  of  everv  power  on  the 
continent,  and  the  Grand  Duke  of  Tufcany  had  been  obliged 
to  fell  his  jewels  in  order  to  raife  the  laft  rcquifition  of  one  hun- 
dred thoufand  crowns  which  they  had  levied  on  him.     rVom 
thefe  evils  we  have  been  faved  by  the  prelent  Adminiftration. 
Would  we  ch?nge  them  for  any  other  Adminiftration  in  Eu- 
rope ?  No,  he  was  bold  to  fay.     Could  we  change  iheip  fcr 
any  other  fet  of  men,  in  this  country,  who  were  likely  to  be 
of  more  fervice  to  its  intcrefls?  Ko  believed  not.     He  knew 
well  the  great  talents  and  fplendid  abilities  of  feveral  of  the 
Gentlemen  cppcfitc  to  him,  and  could  wifli  they  would  a6V  in 
union  withlhofc  on  his  fide,  but  he  feared  that  wifti  was  vain. 
Mr.  Browne  then  took  an  average  view  of  the  hills  of  inclo- 
fures  and  canals,  during  four  years  before  \hc  war,  and  the 
fame  periotl  lince  \\s  commencement,  and  (hewed,  that  in  the 
latter  period  they  hjd  greatly  incrcafed.     Tliere  was  one  point 
he  begged  leave  to  obferve  upon  ^^e fere  he  fat  doWn,  which 
was  the  great  importance  o\  the  immediate  prefervatipn   of 
tranquillity.     Ihis  the  prefent  Adminiftration  had,  by  -the 
wifdcm  and  flrmncfs  of  their  meafuies,  uniformly  obtained;  he 
was  afraid  that  removing  ihcm  would  greatly  hazard  this  im- 
portant matter,  and  this  was  a  powerful  reafon  with  him  lor 
oppofmg  it.     He  bcpgcd  pardon  of  tlic   Houfe  for  detaining 
them  fo  long,  thanked  them  for  the  patience  with  which  they 
had  heard  him,  and  concluded  by  giving  his  decided  diiteot  to 
the  motion. 

Mr. 
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Mr- Alderman  Cur th  obkvycJiy  that  though  his  honourable 
Friend  boafted  of  obeying  the  inftrudtions  of  liis  conftituents, 
he  had  fallen  ftiort  of  them.  His  Majefty*s  Alinifters  were,  in 
thcfe  inllruftions,  denominated  weak  and  wicked,  but  his  ho- 
nourable Friend  had  thought  proper  to  leave  that  part  of  the 
flory  out.  He  muft  confels  that  his  conftituents  alfo  inurufled 
him  to  makeor  fupport  this  motion,  but  he  gave  them  to  un- 
der fland,  that  he  fhould  vote  according  to  his  confcicnce.  He 
did  not  think  it  neceflary  for  him  to  go  over  the  fame  grounds 
with  his  honourable  Friend  who  fpoke  laft.  He  declared  he 
ihould  vote  again  ft  the  motion. 

Air.  Alderman  Anderfon  faid,  it  wns  true  a  number  of  the 
Livery  of  the  city  of  London  had  voted  that  this  motion  fhoul4 
be  made,  but  he  did  not  conceive  that  they  conftituted  a  ma- 
jority of  the  Livery  ;  for  there  was  a  petition  expreflive  of  dif- 
ferent fentiments>  figncd  already  by  a  great  number  of  that 
Livery,  and  he  had  no  doubt  it  would  be  figned  by  a  great  many 
more.  He  did  not  think  that  the  prcfent  Minifters  were  cither 
weak  or  wicked,  but  he  l)elieve(I  there  were  among  their  op- 
ponents out  of  that  Houfe  many  that  were  wicked  indeea ; 
vfho  endeavoured  to  introduce  anarchy  and  confufion  into  thi$ 
country.  He  could  not  think  of  any  thing  more  dangerous 
than  to  endeavour  to  remove  his  Majefty's  Minifters  at  a  time 
when  it  was  -probable  they  were  ncgociating  for  peace. 

Mr.  Curwen  obferved,  that  it  was  common  for  perfons  in 
this  Houfe  to  pretend  tliat  they  were  right  in  exerciilng  their 
own  judgment  in  oppofitibn  to  that  of  their  conftituents.  It 
wa>  his  opinion,  that  Members  of  Parliament  yvere  not  only  ^ 
bound  to  liften  to  the  inftrudiions  of  their  conftituents,  but  to 
obey  them.  That  Houfe  ought  to  fpeak  the  fenfe  of  tlic 
people,  and  unlefs  they  obeyed  the  inftru'dlions  of  their  confti- 
tuents, that  could  never  be  done.  It  had  been  argued  In  fa- 
vour of  the  prefent  Minifter,  that  he  had  brought  the  country 
to  an  unexampled  pitch  of  profperiiy  previous  to  the  prefent 
war.  He  had,  however,  never  heard  any  arguments  that  could . 
convince  him,  that  the  profperity  of  the  country  was  at  all 
owing  to  the  meafures  of  Adminiftration.  It  had  been  faid 
too,  that  Minifters  had,  by  the  armaments  they  had  wifely 
ht red  out,  prevented  war  with  Ruffia  and  Spain.  Perhaps, 
however,  fome  wifer  meafures  might  have  been  adopted  for 
prevcntingthofe  wars,  than  by  armaments,  which  coft  fo  many 
millions  to  the,country.  But  the  prefent  difcufiion  (hould  be 
confined  to  the  period  fincc  the  commencement  of  the  prefent 
war.  Indeed,  whether  for  the  defence,  or  the  condemnation 
of  Minifters,  it  was  unncccllary  to  go  beyond  that  period.  Mi-  * 
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i)iA^rs  were  highly  criminal  in  refufing  to  take  thofc  fteps  by 
"whith  they  might  have  avoided  the  calamiiies  of  war.  It  had 
been  faid  of  the  fide  ot  the  Houfe  on  whichhe  flood,  that  they 
aiwaysoppofed  the  war  with  indilcrinnnatc  violence.  They  had, 
indeed,  oppofed  it  on  the  juft  principle,  that  no  war  ftiould  be 
commenced  without  endeavours  beuig  made  to  prevent  it  by 
ncgociation.  If  Mini  tiers  could  not  negociate  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  war,  why  did  they  no:  take  the  opportunity 
when  the  armies  of  France  were  driven  back  within  their  tcr- 
i-itory.  It  was  obvious  that  they  could  then  have  made  peace 
upon  better  terms  than  at  nny  other  period  of  the  war.  Their 
negledlingto  feize  this  opportunity  of  making  peace  was  a  fuf- 
ficient  proof  to  him  that  they  intended  to  interfere  with  the 
Government  of  France.  It  proved  that  the  war  wns,  as  it  had 
been  called,  a  war  of  Kings  agamft  tlic  People.  The  honour- 
able Gentleman  (^'r.  H.  jBicwnc)  h^J  made  ihc  paffing  of  the 
Traiterous  Correfpondcncc  Bill,  and  the  fufpcnlion  of  the 
Habeas  Corpus  Aft,  grounds  of  defence  for  his  iVlajefty's  Mi- 
niftcrs.  .  It  was  extraordinary,  that  thofe  violations  of  the  Li- 
berties of  the  People  fhould  be  fcriouflv  urged  in  the  defence 
of  thofe  who  had  committed  them.  From  the  two  bills  to 
'which  the  honoural  le  Gentleman  had  alfo  alluded,  the  coun- 
try had  experienced  the  moft  difaftrous  cffcfls.  Since  they 
were  pafled  had  not  the  navy  been  ditorganized,  and  difafiec- 
tion  widely  difFufcd;  if  the  prefent  fyflcm  was  perfe*'ered  in, 
tbefe  difcontents  would  ftill  increafc,  XxV,i\  they  would  one  day 
burft  forthwith  an  irrefiftible  fury,  which  would  bear  down 
all  before  it.  He  was  not  for  a  change  of  Adminiilration, 
which  ftould  have  only  for  its  objeft  the  putting  one  man  into 
the  place  of  another.  The  country  would  gam  nothing  by 
fuch  a  change  ;  the  change  muft  be  total,  not  of  men,  but  of 
fyflem.  The  immenfe  influence  of  Government  muft  ceafe  : 
by  that  influence  the  right  honourable  Gentleman  had  created 
about  one  half  of  the  prefent  Houfc  of  Peers.  That  exercifc 
of  the  prerogative  winch  the  Conftitution  had  veftcd  in  the  ex- 
ecutive branch  of  the  Government,  oi>ght  not  to  be  ufcd  for 
the  purpofc  of  undue  influence.  It  degraded  the  dignity  of  the 
Legiflature,  when  men  were  raifed  to  the  Peerage,  not  as  the 
reward  of  merit,  but  of  ferviccs  to  Adminiftration.  The  fyftem 
which  Miniftcrs  had  followed  in  Ireland,  had  reduced  that 
country  to  a  ftate  of  the  greateft  diforder.  Nothing  fliort  of 
the  complete  emancipation  of  the  Catholics,  and  a  thorough 
reform  in  the  reprefentation  of  the  People,  could  now  prevent 
Ireland  from  being  feparated  from  this  country.  Indeed,  in  the 
prefent  fituation  of  affaitS,  it  would  be  more  for  the  interefl:  of 
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Great  Britain  that  Ireland  fhouid  be  declared  perfcAIy  iiufe-s 
pendent,  than  that»  hy  the  impolitic  and  oppreffive  nieafuret  o£ 
Mloifters,  the  people  ihouid  be  driven  to  extremes  wbkJM 
might  prove  far  more  injurious  to  this  country.  It  was  noC 
the  prelenc  MiniiUrs,  he  (^elievr.J,  who  could  make  peace  for 
this  country  ;  and  as  the  fituation  of  the  nation  depended  uponr 
that  bleifing  being  fpccdily  procured,  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  lup- 
port  the  prefent  motion. 

Air.  Hawkins  Browfu  explained, 

Mr.  Boci/e  faid  he  conlklered  the  TraitcrousCorrefponJence 
Bill  to  have  been  of  great  advantage  to  the  country.  It  enabled 
Aic  Government  to  fend  a  ^reac  number  of  foreigners  abroaJ, 
whom  it  would  be  very  improper  to  permit  to  remain  here  in 
iuch  times  as  the  prefent.  The  BJls  too,  whicli  had  been  (6 
loudly  complained  of,  had  in  fact  been  tlie  means  of  preferving 
the  Conftttution.  By  thefe  wife  mcafures  which  Minifters  had 
adopted,  they  had  fucceeded  in  confining  feditious  language 
within  the  walls  of  that  Houfe.  As  a  proof  that  thefe  Bills 
IV ere  not  thought  oppreffive  to  the  people,  he  might  notice  tho 
relu^nce  of  the  honourable  Gentleman  over  againft  him,  in 
bringing  forward  the  motion  iie  had  fo  long  promifed.  He  had 
adjourned  the  motion  for  their  repeal  from  week  to  week ;  and 
thouffb  he  had  fixed  it  for  next  week,  the  Houfe  had  no  reafoa 
to  believe  it  Vrould  come  on  then.  When  a  change  of  Adini* 
niflration  was  fuggefted,  it  was  proper  to  confider  in  what  iitu* 
at  ion  the  country  would  be  placed,  •  if  the  honourable  Gentle-* 
man  and  his  Friends  were  to  get  into  office.  Thefe  Gentlemen 
had  pledged  themfelves  to  bring  forward  a  Parliamentary  Re* 
form  ;  but  they  would  find  it  very  difficult  to  do  this  without 
throwing  the  country  into  confufion.  Tl^crc  were  two  or  three 
parties  all  dedring  reform,  but  whofe  principles  and  view» 
were  very  di&rent.  Would  thofe  who  claimed  univerfal  fuf- 
frages  be  content  to  ftop  at  the  point  which  the  lovers  of  mode* 
derate  reform  thought  proper.  ,While  thofe  Gentlemen  re* 
ceived  the  fupport  of  the  moft  violent  party,  it  was  evident 
that  party  expected  that  any  Reform  which  might  be  propofed 
Ihouid  include  their  plan.  He  wiihed  to  know  if  Gentlemea 
ivere  prepared  to  go  fo  far  ? 

Mr.  Brandling  entered  into  a  review  of  the  conduft  of  his 
Klajefty's  Minifters  during  the  war,  and  contended,  that  every 
po<&ble  meafure  which  could  be  juftified  by  human  prudence 
had  been  adopted  to  promote  the  fuccefs  of  it.  The  navy  of 
France  had  been  reduced  in  an  unexampled  degree,  and  the 
^ooimerce  of  that  country  had  been  completely  deftroyed  by 
the  well  diredcd  efibrts  of  Great  Britain»  and  the  happy  ex* 
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ertions  of  the  nation  were  unrivalled  in  any  former  peribd  of 
bHtory.  The  war  ^as^  in  his  opinion^  a  conteft  between  re- 
Kgion'  and  impiety,  between  humanity  and  cruelty,  between 
barbarity  and  civilization.  It  was  a  war  iti  which  the  deareft 
intercfts  of  mankind  were  implicated,  and  in  which  the  wliole 
world  was  caiied  upon  to  vindicate  her  rights  againft  the  ufur- 
pations of  France.  Nothing,  tl^jrefore^ could  be  fodcfiru£iivc  as  a 
change  ufadminiftration  atthcprefent  momentous  criris,  when 
every  real  friend  to  focial  order  ihould  unite  with  vigour  and 
perfeverance,  to  obtain  an  honourable"  peace.  He  fhouU 
therefore  give  his  decided  negative  to  the  motion* 

Mr.  Alderman  Lujhmgton  faid,  that  as  he  perfe(9:ly  agreed 
with  the  honourable  Gentleman  (Mr.  Curwen)  in  thinking 
that  it  was  not  neceflary  to  go  l)eyond  the  prefrnt  war  to  in- 
vcftigate  tl.e  condiaSt.of  hisr.  Majefty's  Minifters,  he  (hould 
ther.efore  take  up  tlic  queftion  on  that  ground.  He  had  for 
his  own  part  viewed  the  coramcncemeut  of  hoftilities  in  a 
very  different  point  of  view  from  fcveral  Gentlemen  on  his 
fide  of  the  Houfe,  who  bud  merely  argued  in  favour  of  a 
partial  juftification  of  the  caufe  of  hoiiilities.  He  felt  that  lie 
was  warranted  in  confidering  the  aft  of  aggreffion  on  the*pait 
of  the  French  Republic  againft  the  Dutch,  who  were  the 
allies  of  Great  Britain,  as  a  fufficient  ground  tor  war;  but  he 
would. not  confine  himfeif  tj  a  minor  caul'c,  when  oclicrs-of 
a  much  fupericr,  and  a  more  cogent  nature.prcffed  theiitfelyes 
upon  the  convidion  of  the  Houfe.  The  defence  of  the  war  did 
not  reft  on  the  fimplc  aft  of  aggreffion,  but  had  a  more  ample 
and  permanent  bafis.  It  was  undertaken  for  the  purpofe  of 
maintaining  that  grand  principle  which  pfeferved  ti>e  hap- 
pinefsofthe  civilized  world,  and  which  preveiited  the  en"> 
crbachments  of  barbarity*  Had  France  been  contented  to  have 
confined  to  her  own  territories  thofe  diabolical  principles, 
which  it  was  her  determined  purpofe  and  glory,  to  dilTeminate 
and  eUabhfh  in  every  part  of  Europe,  Great.  Britain  would 
not  have  been  compelled  to  interfere  in  a  conteft  v^hich  di4 
not  require  her  immediate  exertions.  But  France,  went  fur- 
ther, and  threatened  every  neighbouring  ftate  with  the  de- 
ftruftive  cffcfts  of  ihofe  political  tenets  which  her  revolu- 
tionary doftrines  infpired.  It  therefore  becaaie  neccflary  to 
oppofe  a  firong  and  tirm  barrier  to  .the  dangerous  principles 
openly  avowed  by  the  French  Republic,  and ,  which  teemed 
with  the  fubverfjon  of  good,  order,  morality,  and  religion,  in 
every  civihzcd  nation,  that  did  not  wifh  to  fraternize  witl\ 
the  enemies  of  fociety  and  well  regulated  Government.  The 
war  having  confcyu^ntly  for  its  end  and  objeft  fa  very  cflen- 
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tial  and  fo  highly  falutary,  had  in  a  great  meafure  accompliih- 
ed  that  obje6l,  as  thofe  pernicious  principles  had  been  con  ^ 
quered  by  their  own  diabolical  e%£t.     He  was  ready  to  avow 
his  coincidence  in  fentiment  with  the  honourable  Oentleinan 
(Mr.  Curwen)  on  the  fubjed  of  the  treafon  and  fedition  bills. 
They  both  agreed  in  theory  refpe(Sing  thefe  bills,  but  they 
differed  in  point  of  pradlice.     They  were  in  his  opinion  con* 
trary  to  the  fpirit  of  the  conftitution,  and  fuch  were  his  fentU 
ments  when  they  became  the  topic  of  parliamentary  difcuffion  ; 
yet  he  tliought  it  was  wife  on  that  occafion,  wife  and  piudent 
for  the  Houfe  to  forego  a  particular  part  of  the  conftitution  to 
preferve  the  whole*  and  thus,  by  giving  up  one  of  the  rights 
of  the  people*  to  maintain  all  the  others  inviolate  and  entire* 
The  worthy  Alden-nan  who  came  forward  with  the  motion 
had  frated*  that  he  adled  incompliance  with  the  orders  of  his 
conftituents.     The  conftituents  of  the  worthy  Alderman  were 
alio  his ;  and  whenever  he  received  inftrudions  from  a  great 
body  of  them,  fairly  aflembled,  he  was  always  difpofed  to  ttk§w 
diem   the  utmoft  rcfped  and  deference.     But  the  meeting 
where  the  refolutions  were  entered  into,  and  which  the  worthy 
AUermao  conceived  himfelf  bound  to  obey,  was  not  oompoCisd 
of  one* fifth  of  all  the  conftituent  body  of  the  city  of  London. 
The  nreflure  of  difficulties  arifmg  out  of  the  war  was  admittod 
on  all  hands  to  be  very  great,  but  it  could  not  be  too  ftrongly 
imprefled  on  the  minds  of  Gentlemen,  that  thofe  difficulties 
had  not  arifen  from  want  of  due  exertion  on  the  part  of  his 
Majefty's  Minifters  in  the  profecution  of  it.     The  moft  pro- 
bable means  of  enfuring  fuccefs  had  been  uniformly  employed, 
and  in  no  inftance  whatever  in  former  wars  had  the  failors  and 
foldiers  of  Great  Britain  manifefted  their  valour  an  J  perfever- 
ancc  with  more  glorious  adtvity,  or  with   more  fucccfsful  ef- 
fect.    The  diiappointments  which  had  taken   place  in  the 
courfe  of  the  conteft  had  arifen  from  the  line  of  condudl  pur- 
fued  by  one  man,   who,  however  high  in  rank  and  power, 
was  dire£lly  the  reverfe  with  refpe^l  to  the  execution  of  his 
promifcs  and  the  fidelity  of  his  engagements.     He  alluded  to 
the  King  of  Pruffia,  who  profeffing  to  aft  for  the  commoa 
cirafe,  had  abandoned  the  principles  on  which'  he  originally 
let  oat,  and  produced  the  moft  fatal  mifchiefs,  not  to  this  coun- 
try alone,  but  to  Europe  in  general.     He   was  juftified  in  af- 
ierting,  that  there  was  not  an   individual  in  the  country, 
Whofc  thoughts  were  more   really  difpofed  to  peace  than  thofe 
of  the  right  honourable  Gentleman  at  the  head  of  his  Majefty's 
adminiftration,  and  of  thofe  perfons  who  wore  connefted  with 
Vet.  III.  1797.  2  O  him 
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him  in  the  conduS  of  public  affairs.  In  offering  this  candid 
tribute  to  the  merits  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  he  wiihed 
to  have  it  underflood,  that  he  did  not  fpeak  from  any  com- 
munication whatever  on  the  fuhjeft,  nor  even  from  the  dif- 
ferent fpeeches  delivered  in  that  Honfe  fince  the  commence- 
ment of  the  war,  but  from  the  meafures  uniformly  purfued  by 
"that  right  hon.  Gentleman,  to  promote  and  enfure  to  ihe  na- 
tion the  great  and  dcfirablc  Idtflingsof  an  honourable  and  per- 
manent peace.  He  would  not  wafte  the  time  of  the  Houfe  in 
taking  notice  of  a  ftatement  which  had  gone  abroad,  that  the 
Government  and  the  people  of  France  were  hbftile  to  a  peace 
concluded  unJer  the  direilion  of  his  Majefty's  Mmifters.  For 
thofe  who  mighv  entertain  that  opinion  were  indeccj  inconiuler- 
able  when  compared  to  the  nation  at  large.  The  exertions  of 
France  were  di  reeled  again  ft  the  Navy,  the  credit,  and  the 
conftitution  of  Engla:ul ;  and  the  enemy  looked  to  the  deftruc- 
tion  of  the  Britifti  fyfteni  altogether,  not  to  gratify  any  ani- 
mofity  againft  particular  perfons.  He  would  not  deny  that 
the  dcfire  of  }>eace  was  general  and  anxious  throughout  the 
country.  It  was  the  natural  policy  and  charadleriftic  of  the 
nation  to  wifti  anxioufly  for  peace,  but  it  was  no  lefs  the  pe- 
culiar charaileri  ft  ic  of  Briions  to  perfevere  in  the  vigorous  pro- 
•fccution  of  war,  for  the  purpofe  of  obtaining  an  honourable  and 
permanent  peace.  The  ftate  of  public  credit  had  been  brought 
forward  as  an  argument  agaifift  the  continuance  of  hoftilities  ; 
but  public  credit,  it  ought  not  to  be  forgotten,  was  infeparably 
connedeJ  with  con\merce,  and  commerce  could  not  ftourifh 
without  the  reft  oration  of  a  juft  and  advantageous  j>eace,  which 
was  the  great  end  propofed  by  a  perfeverance  in  the  profecu- 
tion  of  war.  He  fliould  therefore  vote  againft  the  motion,  con- 
vinced as  he  was,  that  the  fun  of  Britain's  glory  would  foon 
fet,  were  the  nation  to  lubmit  in  a  fervilc  manner  to  terms 
of  peace  which  the  French  Republic  might  imperioufly  dic- 
tate. 

Mr.  M,  A,  Taylor  ftated  the  grounds  upon  which  he  (hould 
give  his  fupport  to  the  motion.  From  what  he  had  feen  of  the 
conduit  of  the  King's  Mmifters  for  the  laft  four  years  he 
thought  them  weak  and  wicked.  When  he  called  them  weak 
he  did  not  mean  to  (;<y  that  they  were  deftitute  of  talents,  but 
that  their  meafures  ^^ere  weak  and  intfficient.  And  when  he 
pronounced  them  wicked,  it  was  not  his  intention  to  afperfc 
their  private  charafter,  but  to  expofe  the  fyftem  of  corruption 
which  it  had  been  their  objeft  to  cftablifh  in  the  country.  If, 
as  the  worthy  Alderman  faid,  the  war  was  undertaken  for  the 
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prerervatioii  of  civilized  Europe,  it  had  been  very  unfucceTsftil, 
for  the  King  of  PrufTia  was  long  ago  a  hafharian,  and  th6' Em- 
peror was  rapidly  degenerating  into  a  ftate  of  barbarifm.     In 
fhjtt,  the   French   \?^crc  fucceedin;   in    unc  v.li^ing  all   the' 
Princes  upon  the  Continent.     The  real  objedt  of  the  war  he 
contended  to  have  been  the  reftoration  of  monnrchy  in  France, 
and  then  he  alked  whether  it  had  been  condijiled  with  ability, 
or  whether  the  prefcnt  adminiftration  were  not  as  incapable  of* 
profecuiing  the  war,  if  it  was  nealTiry,   as  of  concluding  a. 
peace  on  terms  honourable  to  the  country  ?  They  found  them-   ' 
Iclves  in  a  fituation  ot  calamity  ;  he  afked  whether  theywould^ 
truft  to  the  wifdom  of  thnfe  who  had  brought  them  into  it,'  to ' 
extricate  them  from  it  ?  It  had  been  faid  that  a  change  of  Mi- 
nilUrs  would  be  followed  by  a  change  of  the  conftitution.     He    ' 
contended  that  it  wouM  be  followed  by  a  reftoration  of  the  con*^ 
ftitution,  bt  which  they  hid  been  cruelly  robbed,  and  that  if  he 
wilhcd  for  a  fuhvcrfion  of  the  conftitution,  there  was  nothing 
which  lie  would  defire  fo  much  as  that  the  prefent  Minifters 
fhould  continue  in  power.  He  Ihould  therefofe  give  hisftrenu- 
ous  fupport  to  the  motion  for  their  removal. 

Mr.  Mius  Peter  Jndrcxvs  laid,  not  being  in  the  habit  of 
public  fpeaking,  it  is  with  great  deference  that  I  venture  to 
tref'pifs  on  the  indulgence  of  the  Houfe — Sir,  I  feel  it  my  duty 
try  give  nly  negative  to  the  motion,  becaufe  1  think,  in  thele 
tuiuultuous  times,  tills  Houfe  would  do  well  to  difcourage 
every  proceeding  whrch  may  tend  to  leflen  the  weight  of  due. 
authority,  or  difcredit  the  executive  powers  of  the  country, 
lam  clearly  of  opinion  that'  at  this  njomentorts  crifis  which 
teems  with  objcfts  of  fuch  great  importance,  not  only  to  our- 
I'elvcs,  but  to  the  fecurity  and  repoie  of  ail  Euro|)C ;  1  fay  Sir, 
at  this  parlicubr  periol  I  think  t!ie  mejfuies  ot  government 
ought  ftrenuoufly  to  be  fjpported,  and  no  obftacles  fhould  be 
thrown  in  the  way  of  operations,  to  which  fo  much  official 
khowlcdge  is  rcquifite,  and  to  wliich  fo  much  refponfibility  is 
attached. 

'  Thcie  may  be  times,  when  partv  animofity,  when  perfotial 
prejudice,  when  all  fuch  (Confide rati 011*5  (hould  give  way  ;  and 
link  before  the  great  impreflivc  claim,  which,  the  peculiar 
urgency  of  affairs,  and  the  immediate  intercfts  of  the  country, 
muft  at  fuch  times,  impel  us  to  feel  and  to  acknowledge — 
Sir,  I  contend  that  this  is  one  ol  thofe  cririrai,.  yet  animating 
periods;  this  is  a  moment  in  which  every  Eni;lirtiman  (hould 
unite  to  aid,  and  to  eftablilh  our  national  chara£ler,ourhonour9 
our  credit,  our  firmnefs,  our  political exiftcnce. 

2D2  It 
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It  iloes  not  appear  to  me,  than  any  fudden  change  of  meiif 
any  convulfion  in  our  political  fyftcm»  would  eflentially  pro- 
xnote  the  tranquillity  of  the  country,  or  accelerate  the  means 
of  procuring  peace ;  if  it  did,  I  would  certainly  accede  to  the 
motion,  for  I  hold  myfelf  perfectly  unconnected  with  any 
party  whatfoever.  Suppofc  his  Majefty  (hould  in  confequencc 
of  an  addrefs  from  this  Houfe,  think  proper  to  difmifs  his  pre- 
fent  Minifters.  On  whom  muft  the  nation  rely,  for  the  guid- 
ance and  dircAion  of  its  affairs?  Shall  we  find  greater  abilities, 
founder  integrity,  or  firmer  minds  among  other  gentlemen, 
Aan  amongft  the  prefent  adminidratlon,  I  think  not,  at  leaft  I 
api  not  at  prefent  inclined  to  riik  the  trial. 

A  great  deal  has  been  faid  at  times  of  the  lamentable  ftate  of 
our  finances,  and  the  deplorable  fituation  of  public  credit ;  I 
may  perhaps  not  feel  myfelf  competent  to  pafs  either  enco^- 
xnium,  or  cenfure,  on  the  condudl  of  Minifters  with  reference 
to  thefe  events ;  but  I  am  free  to  fay,  that  I  attribute  a  great 
part  of  thefe  difaOers,  to  that  ill- grounded  alarm  and  appre^ 
henfion  ;  to  that  unmanly  gloom  and  defpondency,  which  have 
of  late  pervaded  all  ranks  of  people,  and  I  hope  I  may  be  jufti- 
fie4  in  obferving,  that  to  fink  beneath  the  prefiure  of  tempo- 
rary calamity,  is  unworthy  our  chara&ers  as  Englifhmen  ;  and 
It  is  higblv  incumbent  upon  us,  at  this  jun£lure  to  roufe  that' 
fpirit,  and  awaken  that  zeal,  which  ever  have  been,  and  I 
trufl  ever  will  continue  to  be  our  elory,  and  our  pride. 

Unanimity  is  the  furell  ground  we  can  proceed  on,  to  re- 
fiore  the  peace,  the  happineS,  and  the  profperity  of  the  coun- 
try i  and  I  will  conclude  with  the  words  of  our  immoftiil  bard, 


-Kooghtcan  make  us  rue, 


If  England  to  herfelf  will  prove  but  true. 

Mr.  Hobboufe  went  into  a  detail  to  Aiew  that  the  war  origin- 
ated on  the  part  of  this  country  and  not  of  France,  and  that  the 
prohibition  of  the  exportation  of  corn  to  France,  the  Alien  bill, 
the  correfpondence  between  Lord  Grenville  and  M.  Chauve- 
lin,  and  the  difmiffion  of  their  AmbaiTador,  were  paramount  to 
a, declaration  of  war.  He  contended  alfo  that  they  had  negledl- 
ed  every  favourable  opportunity  of  making  peace,  ftich  as  die 
application  of  M*  le  Brun  for  a  pafsport,  the  detedion  of  Du- 
mourier,  &c.  As  a  teft  of  their  capacity,  he  aiked  if  they  had 
gained  one  obje£i  of  the  war  ?  Th^y  had  gone  to  war  for  the 
protection  of  Holland.  Holland  was  now  leagued  with  our 
en^my.  They  had  commenced  liofiilities  for  the  reftoration  of 
monarchy  in  France.  They  had  been  obliged  to  treat  with, the 

very 
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very  authors  of  the  death  of  the  King.  Was  there  ot\t  €)f  tbeir 
roepaces  accompliflied,  or  one  of  their  predi£^ioi)6  falfilled?- 
They  threatened  to  march  to  Paris-  Now  they  were  in 
anxiety  for  the  fafety  of  this  kingdom.  They  announced  the*, 
finances  of  France  to  be  completely  ruined.  How,  he  afked, 
are  our  own  ? 

Mutato  nomme  de  te  (abula  narratur. 

He  then  took  a  view  of  their  domcftic  fyftera.  They  had  ex- 
tended the  Excifc  laws  thev  had  created  all  over  the  kingdom. 
They  had  impofed  reftnftions  upon  the  liberty  of  the  prefs« 
They  had  tongue-tied  tht  people.  They  had  diforganized  thp 
navy.  Ihey  were  haza'dsng  ifie  difmembermcnt  of  the  em-, 
pirc.  In  ihefe  circum (lances  he  called  upon  the  reprefentatives 
of  the  people  to  nddrefi  his  Majefty  to  remove  the  authors  of 
foch  a  deftruftivc,  opprcffive,  aiul  ruinous  fyftenv.  If  you 
yfithf  faid  he,  for  a  fecure,  permanent,  and  honourable  peace* 
addrefs  the  King  to  dil'mifs  his  Miniftcrs.  If  you  wirti  to  repair 
the  (battered  finances  of  the  country,  and  to  prop  the  tottering 
edifice  of  public  credit,  addrefs  the  King  to  difmifs  his  Mi- 
niftcrs. Would  you  prevent  the  difmemberment  of  the  em- 
pire^  addrefs  the  King  to  difmifs  his  Minifters.  Would  you 
reftore  thephdine  purity  and  fplendor  of  the  conftitution,  I. 
repeat  the  expreffion,  and  with  it  I  conclude,  addrefs  the  King . 
to  difmil^  his  Miniftcrs. 

Sir  Gllh&l  Heathcou  earneftly  wiflied  that  all  party  con- . 
fide'" alio;  li,  ftiighc  te  fct  afide,  wlicn  the  interefts  of  Britain 
were  ^t  ftakc.  The  objcft  of  the  prefect  moment,  which  he 
conjured  that  lioufe  and  the  country  to  regard,  was  to  unite^ 
and  rally  round  the  conftitution,  to  fuppori  the  Kuigv  and  the 
acknowledged  rights  of  the  Englifli  people.  Mii,iifer$  might 
be  called  to  an  account  afterwards,  if  their  condufl  was  fo^ipd 
culpable.  But,  at  prefent,  he  thought  it  would  be  of  dangeroua 
tendency  to  adopt  the  motion.  He  declared  that  no  man  wiih* 
cd  for  peace  more  than  he  did ;  but  then,  it  was  a  folid  and  an 
honourable  peace ;  but  he  did  not  think  the  motion  for  the 
removal  of  the  King's  Miniftcrs  the  rpadieft  way  to  obtain  it.     . 

Mr.  Dent  thought^  that  before  the  Houfe  could  adopt  the 
p^e(ent  motion,  it  would  be  neceflary  to  know  who  thofe  gen- 
tlemen are  to  whom  it  was  wiftied  that  the  adminiftration  of 
public  affairs  ftiould  be  committed  ?  He  lamented^  that  in  the^ 
courfe  of  the  debate  affertions  had  been  converted  into  accufa-  . 
tions,  particularly  when  Miniftcrs  were  charged  \yith  occafion- 
ihg  the  difcontents  and  diforderly  condu£t  of  the  feamen,  and  . 
the  difhirbanoes  in  Ireland.  He  wiftied  fuch  circumftahces  had> 
never  been  mcptioncd ;  they  were  irrelevant  to  the  prefent 

motion 
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motion,  and  ill  timed,  particularly  after  the  grievances  of  the 
feamen  had  Seen  redrefled,  and  order  reftored  in  the  fleet.  He 
imputed  no  fmall  (hare  of  the  misfortunes  of  the  country  and 
the  (hock  which  public  credit  had  fuflained,  to  the  unguarded 
fpeeches  witliin  thofe  walls.  He  did  not  believe  that  the  coun- 
try at  large  was  fo  defponding  as  had  been  fuppofed  ;  he  rather 
thought  the  people  were  agreed  to  meet  their  prefent  difficul- 
ties, and  even  encounter  greater,  and,  if  pof&ble,  to  remove 
them,  as  far  as  individual  affiftance  could  be  given.  Why,  he 
woutd  afk,  (hould  national  difficulties  be  magnified  in  that 
Houfe,  for  no  otlier  apparent  reafon  than  to  encreafe  this  def- 
pondcncy  ? — Thofe  which  particular  commercial  towns  fuf- 
tained  in  confequence  of  the  war,  had,  in  his  opinion,  been 
exaggerated.  Referring  to  the  ftate  of  the  Bank,  he  declared, 
that  even  if  it  fhould  not  open  in  its  ufual  method,  after  the 
propofed  period  of  the  24th  of  June  next,  the  inconvenience 
to  the  public  would  not  be  equal  to  what  had  been  already  ex- 
perienced. He  did  not  doubt  but  that  in  a  few  years  after  the 
refloration  of  peace,  the  fums  lodged  in  the  hands  of  the  Cpm- 
lAiffioners  for  liquidating  the  national  debt  would  alleviate,  and 
eventually  remove  prefent  difficulties.  He  declared,  that 
there  was  nothing  the  country  had  more  to  be  afraid  of,  than 
the  eflFeft  of  the  inflammatory  fpeeches  delivered  in  that  Houfe. 

Mr.  N,  y^Jreys  faid,  that,  in  voting  for  the  motion,  ^hc 
adopted  the  fenfe  of  his  conftituents.  He  would  anfwer  one 
quellton  by  afking  another.  It  had  been  demanded,  if  the  pre- 
fent Minifters  were  difmififed,  where  were  others  to  be  found 
to  fill  up  their  places  ?  To  this  he  thought  it  a  fuflicient  reply 
to  afk,  if  the  prefent  Minifters  are  difmi fled,  where  would  it 
be  poffible  to  nnd  worfe  i 

Mr.  Ellifon  declared,  that  he  would  fpeak  his  fentiments  as 
an  independent  man,  and  a  member  for  a  refpeftablc  county 
(Lincoln).  He  would  always  liften  to  the  advice  of  his  con- 
ftituents  with  deference,  but  at  the  fame  time  claim  the  privi- 
lege of  ading  from  his  own  opinion,  and  would  not  fubmit  to 
any  undue  influence.  He  fpurned  at  the  ihfinuation  that  thofe 
wTio  voted  for  Minifters  did  it  becaufe  of  the  places  they  had  to 
ghre.  For  his  part,  he  felt  himfelf  independent ;  he  neither 
wanted  place  or  penfion.  He  loved  liberty  and  the  conftitu- 
tion;  and  would  vote  accordingly.  He  would  not  afk  Mi*  . 
nSfters  to  prefervc  thefe  bleffings,  for  it  was  the  duty  of  that 
Houfe  to  preferve  them.  He  had  thought  the  war  neceflary  in 
its  origin,  and  now  he  believed  that  nothing  would  tend  fooner 
o  rcftore  peace  than  unanimity  in  that  Houfe.  Could  this  be 
obtained,  he  believed  little  more  time  would  he  wanting  to  en- 
joy 
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joy  this  blcfling,  than  what  would  he  required  for  a  meflenger 
to  go  from  London  to  Paris.  He  could  not  think  this  was 
the  proper  feafon  for  agitating  queftions  of  reform,  and  bring- 
ing forward  charges  againft  Minivers  j  it  would  be  like  his  at- 
tempting to  reform  his  family  when  his  houfe  was  befct  with 
thieves  and  robbers.  He  believed  that  unanimity  at  home,  and 
a  decided  bold  front  (hewn  by  this  country,  would  be  the  beft 
mode  of  obtaining  peace  with  the  enemy. 

Mr.  Sturt  faid,  if  there  was  ever  was  a  ncccffity  for  a  change  of 
Minifters  it  was  when  the  condudlof  the  right  hon.  Gentlemaa 
was  confidered ;  when  he  came  into  power,  when  his  profeflions 
of  attachment  to  the  caufc  of  liberty  and  reform  were  recolle^ed 
and  compared  with  the  fyftem  which  in  office  he  had  purfued, 
there  would  be  found  good  reafon  for  the  motion.  It  was  faid, 
point  out  other  Minifters.  That,  however,  it  was  for  his  Majefty 
to  decide ;  worfe  than  the  prefent  certainly  could  not  \k  found. 
When  the  Houfe  confidered  the  origin  of  the  war,  the  mode 
in  which  it  had  been  conduced,  the  meakine  deceitful  attempts 
at  negociation,  intended  to  delude  the  people  with  the  hopes 
of  peace,  in  order  to  pick  their  pockets,  they  would  find  the 
moft  powerful  arguments  for  the  removal  of  Minifters  The 
ill-fated  Quiberon  expedition^  planned  by  the  Secretary  at  War, 
the  cruel  and  deftruAive  attempts  upon  St.  Domingo,  and  in« 
dctd  every  part  of  their  conduit,  were  arguments  tor  their  re« 
moval.  The  difturbances  in  the  fleet  too,  he  would  undertake 
to  prove,  were  owing  tu  the  mifcondudt  of  Minifters ;  and  if 
no  other  perfon  did,  he  would,  on  a  future  occafion^  bring 
forward  a  motion  for  enquiry  into  their  condudl.  Even  ftiU 
the  mutiny  was  not  entirely  fettled,  and  this  he  was  ready  ta 
prove.  Every  thing  had  been  unfuccefsful.  The  Houfe  was 
a  laughing-ftock  to  Europe,  and  their  proceedings  defpifed. 
The  right  honourable  Gentleman  might  fmile,  but  a  time 
might  come  when  he  would  look  more  ferious.  If  the  prefent 
Mmifters  were  allowed  to  go  on,  he  believed  the  people  them- 
felvcs  would  turn  them  out 

Mr.  Pierrepoint  faid,  that  he  (hould  vote  againft  the  prefent 
motion.  His  Majefty's  Minifters  did  not  appear  to  him  to  be 
criminal,  although  they  were  unfortunate.  His  duty  and  in- 
clination induced  him  to  give  that  vote  which  appeared  to  him 
to  be  moft  confiftent  with  the  intereftsof  his  country. 

Mr.  Burdon  could  not  think  that  auguft  Aftcmbly  would  be 
induced  to  place  the  country  in  fo  degrading  a  fituation  as  to 
pafs  their  vote  in  order  to  pleafe  the  enemy.  He  deprecated 
the  tendency  of  this  and  of  other  motions  which  had  been  lately 
made,  or  of  which  notice  bad  been  given,  to  divide  the  itnii^ 

ments 
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ments  of  that  Houfe  and  the  nation,  at  a  time  when  a  fpirit  of 
unanimity  was  fo  much  wanted  to  be  infafed  Into  the  Houfe, 
and  the  people  of  the  country  at  large.  He  feared  that  to  pais 
a  vote  for  the  difmiffal  of  the  prefent  Minifters,  was  not  a  way 
to  obtain  a  peace  with  the  enemy  defirable  in  its  nature,  at  the 
fame  time  that  it  would  riik  the  very  exiftence  of  internal 
peace  and  tranquillity. 

The  queftion  was  now  loudly  called  for,  when  there  ap- 
peared, 

Ayti  (For  the  Queftion)         —  y^ 

l^oes  (Againft  it)  —  "*~      .    ^4^ 

Majority  J     183  , 

Adjourned  at  ten  o'clock  till  the  next  day. 


riOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
MoNDAT,  May  22. 

The  Stcretarj  at  War  brought  up  an  eftimate  of  an  en- 
«ci^eafed  pay  and  allowance  to  the  Non-commiflioned  Officen 
and  Privates  of  his  Majefty's  Land  Forces,  which  was  re- 
ierred  for  confideration  till  Wednefday  next* 

JThe  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  bill  for  guaranteeing 
-the  dividends  on  the  Imperial  Loan  of  i,6do,oool«  was 
brought  up  and  agreed  to. 

The  Cbmmittee  on  the  Stamp  Duty  bill  wa^  poftpooed 
till  Thurfday. 

Leave  being  given,  a  bill  was  brought  in,  and  read  a  firft 
time,  for  enabling  his  Majefty  to  draw  out  and  embody  the 
Tower  Hamlet  Militia. 

Mr.  fVilberforce  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  en- 
Able  the  Roman  Catholics  to  ferve  as  Officers  in  the  Provi- 
fikmal  Cavalry  and  Supplementary  Militia.  Leave  was 
panted. 

Mr.  Grej  wi(hed  to  know  when  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  meant  to  propofe  any  meafure  for  granting  relief 
to  the  Scotch  Lowland  Diftillers. 

The  Chancellor  of  th  Exchequer  replied,  that  he  could  not 
fix  a  day,  as  there  was  no  one  open  thi§  week,  but  that  he 
fliould  take  an  early  opf)ortunity  of  fubmitting  to  the  Houfe 
a  propofition  on  that  fubjefl:. 

The  Wafte  Land  Inclofure  bill  Tby  agreement),  paded 
through  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe  the  report  was 
receiydd,  and  the  bill  ordered  to  be  recommitted  next  day. 

HOUSE 
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HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 
Tuesday,  May  23. 

SCOTS  PEERAGE  OF  GLBNCAIRN. 

The  Houfe  in  a  Conunittee  of  Privileges,  Lord  fTalfing^ 
ham  in  the  chair. 

Heard  Mr.  Grant  at  confiderable  length,  as  Counfel  on 
behalf  of  Sir  Adam  Fergufon^  Bkronet's  claim  to  the  title  and 
dignity  of  Earl  of  GUncaim  and  Lord  Kilmaurs* 

After  the  Counfel  had  finifhed,  a  variety  of  papers,  docu- 
ments, &c.  were  given  in  as  evidence  on  the  part  of  the 
claimant ;  among  thefe  was  a  Patent,  with  the  Great  Seals 
attached,  which  the  perfon  who  delivered  it  faid  he  received 
from  Mr.  Stuart  in  Scotland,  who  told  him  he  took  it  from 
the  papers  of  the  late  Earl  of  Glencairn,  which .  were  in  his 
pofleflion.  This  was  objeded  to  by  the  Counfel  for  the 
Crown  (Meflrs.  Anjiruther  and  IVilliam  Dundas)^  as  inad- 
mifGble  evidence  of  its  authenticity. 

The  Counfel  for  the  claimant  urged  the  circumftance  of 
a  Patent  under  the  Great  Seal  proving  itfelf. 

One  of  the  Lords  of  the  Committee  (the  Chancellor)  ob- 
ferved,  that  fuch  was  admitted  where  the  parties  and  the 
Crown  agreed  to  it. 

After  (ome  farther  converfation,  the  further  hearing  of 
the  cafe  was  adjourned  to  Thurfday  fe'nnight ;  at  which  pe« 
nod  the  Counfel  for  the  claimant  faid,  that  the  confent  of 
the  Crown  fliould  be  obtained,  or  that  regular  and  unobjec- 
tionable evidence  fliould  be  adduced  refpeding  the  point  in 
queftion. 

The  Houfe  then  refume^  and  after  prayers  were  read,  the 
various  bills  upon  the  table  were  forwarded  in  their  refpec- 
tive  (lages. 

The  Emperor's  Loan  Guarantee  bill  was  prefented  by  Mr. 
^Hoburt  from  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  the  Merchant^ 
Seamens  bill  by  Colonel  Gafcoyne^  which  were  read  a  iirft 
time. 

A  great  number  of  private  bills  were  alfo  prefented,  after 
which  the  Houfe  adjourned  till  the  next  day. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Tuesday,  May  23.^ 

Mr.  Sheridan  moved  to  refer  the  petition  of  John  Palmer, 

Efq.  to  a  Committee  to  enquire  into  the  agreement  made  by 

Vol.  in.  1797*  2  £  htm 
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him  with  the  Treafury  on  his  plan  for  the  improvement  of 
the  poft-oflSce  mails.  To  which  motion  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  after  a  tew  words  of  obfervatiun,  agreed, 
and  the  Committee  was  appointed. 

Mr.  Sheridan  gave  notice^  that  he  (hoiild  the  next  day  call 
the  attention  of  the  Houfe  to  the' important  fubjcS  of  the 
difturbances  in  the  navy,  upon  which  mirreprefentations  had 
gone  abroad  highly  injurious  to  that  Houfe  and  the  country. 
A  paper,  in  the  fliape  of  a  Manifefto,  which  he  believed  to 
be  a  fcandalous  forgery,  he  (hould  not  take  the  trouble  to 
expofe  on  account  of  the  perfonalitics  to  himfelf ;  but  as  he 
underftood  that  a  very  iniquitous  ufe  was  made  of  it,  in  ex- 
citing difcontents  among  our  feamen  at  Plymouth  and  elfe- 
where,  he  thought  it  of  confequence  to  prove  its  falfchood> 
and  he  perhaps  Ihould  have  occafion  to  conclude  his  obferva- 
tions  with  a  motion  on  the  fubjeft. 

MOTION  FOR  THE    REPEAL    OF  THE    TWO  ACTS  TO    PRE- 
VENT TREASONS  AND  SEDITIOUS  MEETINGS. 

Mr.  Fox  faid,  I  (hall  not  have  occafion,  Sir,  to  detain  the 
Houfe  for  any  confiderable  length  of  time  in  dating  the  rea- 
fons  that  induced  me  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  to 
the  two  memorable  afts  of  the  laft  Parliament,  a  motion  for 
the  repeal  of  which  1  intimated  before  the  holidays;  nor 
will  it  be  neceflary  for  me  to  fay  much  in  anfwer  to  the  mif- 
reprefen  tat  ions  that  have  been  made  on  account  of  my  having 
delayed  the  motion  fo  long.     The  circumftances  that  have 
recently  occurred,  particularly  the  meafiire  of  the  ftoppage 
.  of  payment  at  the  Bank,  fo  totally  engrofTed  the  public  atten- 
tion, and  engaged  the  time  of  the  Houfe,  that  I  did   not 
think  it  right  to  bring  forward  this  difcuflion,  and  infltad  of 
deferring  it  by  adjournments  from  week  to  week,  I  direSly 
and  openly  announced  it  for  the  prefcnt  period.     I  have  ne- 
ver been  one  moment  doubtful  as  to  the  propriety  of  the  two 
obnoxious  bills,  which,  at. the  time  they  were  paiTcd,  I  con- 
ceived to  be  moft  portentous  to  the  country.     Every  reflec- 
tion that  I  have  made  upon  the'  fubjeft,  ahd  all  the  experi- 
ence that  we  hi. re  had  fm  e  they  were  pafTed,  have  ferved  to 
corroborate  my  own  feeling,  and  I  now  rife  to  move  for  the 
direA  repeal  of  thofe  two  laws.     With  refpeft  to  one  of  the 
two,  that  which  came  to  us  from  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  under 
the  title  of  "  a  BHl  for  the  better  Prefcrvation  of  his  Majcf- 
ty's  Pcrfon  and  Government  agaiuft  Treafonable  Praflices^** 
I  fhall  make  but  one  or  two  obfervations,  though  every  part 
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of  it  continues  to  excite  my  heartfelt  abhorrence.  The  firfl 
gCeat  objeflion  to  that  a6t  is,  that  it  extemis  unneceflarily 
the  ftatntcs  of  treafons,  and  carries  them  to  a  length  by  no 
means  confiflent  with  found  policy  as  to  their  avowed  objeft 
of  the  King's  fiifety,  nor  conliftent  with  the  tranquillity  and 
conftitution  of  the  realm.  The  memorable  ilatute  of  E<I- 
ward  III.  was  found  to  be  fufficient  to  prevent  the  crime  of 
treafon,  and  experience  has  taught  ns,  that  all  xh6  drained 
and  forced  conftruflions  that  have  been  put  on  that  ftatutc, 
have  ferved  rather  to  lower  than  heighten  its  force.  Its  ope- 
ration has  proved  that  the  life  of  the  King  is  fufficiently 
guarded,  and  every  cxtenfion  of  it  beyond  that  great  and  na- 
tional objeft,  has  only  ferved  to  take  away  the  reverence 
which  its  fimpliciiy  excited  in  the  hearts  of  a  loyal  and  a  li- 
beral people.  That  fimplicity  impreifed  upon  the  mind  a 
fanflion  which  it  was  impoiUble  to  derive  from  intricate  and 
nice  conftrjC'ions.  The  people  faw,  in  its  noble  and  gene- 
rous frame,  fecurity  for  themfelves;  by  the  reverence  in 
which  it  held  the  facred  perfon  of  the  King,  they  faw  that 
for  the  fecurity  of  his  perfon  even  the  imagination  of  hiS' 
death  was  provided  againfl,  and  the  law  was  fo  clearly  de- 
fined, fo  (hort  and  fimple,  that  no  danger  to  the  well-mean- 
ing could  be  created  by  its  operation.  This  is  not  the  firft 
inilance  in  which  attempts  have  been  made  to  make  levying 
war  a  fubftantive  aft  of  attempting  the  King's  death  ;  but  all 
die  inftacces  upon  record,  in  which  the  extenfion  of  the 
treafon  laws  to  forced  and  doubtful  conftrudions,  has  ut- 
terly failed  of  producing  the  effcdl  which  fuch  laws  ought 
ever  to  have  on  the  minds  of  Ac  people.  In  the  reign  of  Qiieen 
Elizabeth  laws  were  enafted  for  the  prefervaiion  of  her  per- 
fon and  Government,  for  which  the  turbulence  of  the  times 
was  the  apology,  but  which  no  perfon  could  contemplate 
without  indignation  and  regret.  ^  In  the  pciiod  of  King 
Charles  the  Second  fimilar  fufpicions  were  entertained  of 
'  numbers  of  perfons  being  difaffefted  to  the  Government, 
and  fome  fcvcre  and  fcandalous  laws  were  enaded  for  the 
prefcrvation  of  the  King's  perfon.  What  is  the  impreflion 
that  thcfe  laws  have  made  upon  every  perfon  who  has  atten- 
tively confidered  the  hiilory  of  the  ti^nesr  That  they  were 
enacted  upon  a  confcioufnefs  that  the  conduct  of  the  Govern- 
ment was  fuch  as  to  provoke  difaffection  in  the  minds  of  the 
people,  and  this  muft  always  be  the  effect  of  rigorous  and 
fcvcre  laws.  It  was  made  highly  penal  to  fay  that  Charles  II. 
was  a  Papift.     Why  r  Becaufc  in  truth  he  was  fo.    No  law 

2  £  9  would 


aio  WOODFALL*S  PARLIAMHMTARY  REPORTS.  [Commoki, 
vrouldy  in  the  prefent  day,  be  thought  neceflary  for  the  pre- 
fervation  of  the  character  of  his  Majefty  King  George  III. 
againft  the  charge  of  his  being  a  Roman  Catholic,  becaufe 
any  fuch  charge  would  be  too  contemptible  for  notice.  His 
Majefty'swell-knowncharacter  is  his  beft  protection  againft 
fuch  an  imputation,  and  the  very  enacting  fuch  a  law  would 
betray  a  confcioufnefs  that  there  was  ground  for  the  imputa- 
tion. The  laws  of  Charles  1 1,  were  made  in  this  fpirit,  they  were 
received  by  the  people,  and  have  been  received  by  poflerity  in 
this  fpirit,  and  fuch  laws  can  never  have  any  other  cfFeft  than 
to  excite  fimilar  fufpicions,  and  to  weaken  the  government 
which  they  profeffed  to  fupport.  The  only  other  part  of  this 
Bill  to  which  I  (hall  allude,  and  which,  in  my  mind,  is  very 
ferious,  is  the  provifion  with  refpeft  to  political  libels;  it 
ena£ts  that,  upon  a  fecond  convidiion,  Judges  may  be  enabled 
to  inflidt  punifliraents  of  a  kind  fo  barbarous  and  inhuman  as 
to  (hock  the  heart  of  man.  When  you  look  back  to  the  judg- 
ments that  have  been  paffed  in  former  periods  of  our  hiftory, 
when  you  rcfleft  on  the  prejudices  to  which  our  frail  nature  is 
neceflarily  fubje6l,  when  you  think  on  the  poffibility  that 
Judges  may  be  as  fervile,  as  corrupt,  or  as  cruel  in  future  times 
as  they  have  been  in  paft,  you  will  perhaps  be  able  to  form  a 
juft  eftimate  of  the  charadler  of  a  law  that  enables  them  to  in- 
6\6k'a.  puni(hment  of  fo  dreadful  a  kind  for  an  offence  fo  inde- 
finite and  (louf)tful  as  a  political  libel!  You. will  think  with 
ine,  that  the  punifhment  of  fine  and  imprifonment  is  fully  fuf- 
ficient  to  the  crime,  if  crime  it  be,  to  publifh  the  mod  extra- 
vagant political  opinion  as  to  tlie  form  of  governing  a  com- 
munity. If  this  Bill  had  paffed  a  century  ago,  how  many  men» 
whofe  grand  and  cftimable  charafters  have  made  them  dear  to 
mankind,  might  have  been  baniflied  to  Botany  Bay,  and  con- 
demned by  a  barbarous  fcntcnce  of  an  inhuman  judge  to  the 
fociety  of  a  fct  of  beings  whom  vice  had  degraded,  and  crimes 
of  every  nature  had  expelled  from  all  rational  intercourfe  with 
man  ?  Would  not  the  writings  of  Locke,  writings  that  have 
enlightened  and  benefitted  the  country,  have  probably  con- 
demned him  to  this  horrible  exile?  But,  without  going  back 
to  a  period  fo  diftant,  or  addrefling  to  the  humanity  of  your 
reflexion  inftances  fo  remote,  can  we  deny  that,  in  a  period 
much  nearer  our  own  time«,  the  violence  of  fadlious  fpirit 
might  have  hurried  even  judges  of  our  own  day  to  the  inflic- 
tion of  this  deteftable  punifhment  if  this  law  had  then  had  ex- 
iftence?  In  the  beginning  of  the  prefent  reign  complaints  were 
made  of  the  atrocious  charader  of  the  public  libels  then  pub- 
li(hed,  and  in  the  heat  and  fury  of  party  zeal,  profecutionswcre 
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carried  on  with  a  bitternefs  of  anttnofity,  upon  which  no  per* 
fon  of  moderation  can  reflcft  without  (hame  and  regret.  Per-' 
fonal  conHderations,  mixed  with  the  motives  of  public  decorum^ 
and  though  I  hope  they  did  not  influence  either  the  profecutort 
or  the  judges,  yet,  1  fubmit  to  the  Houfe,  whether  the  tem- 
per of  the  times  were  not  fuch,  as  to  make  it  highly  proba- 
ble that  Mr.  Alderman  Wilkes,  u|)on  his  fccond  conviftiori, 
might  have  been  doomed  to  tiiis  horrid  fate.  I  am  not  fure 
that  our  nature  is  likely  to  l)e  fo  purified  by  public  ficuation  of 
truft  and  power,  as  to  be  fuperior  to  all  bafc  and  malignant 
paflions,  and  I  am  not  fure,  but  that  in  the  fpirit  of  thefe 
times,  Mr.  Wilkes  might  have  been  the  viftim  of  a  perfecut- 
ing  rage.  I  have  not  the  honour  of  this  gejitletnan's  acquaint- 
ance, nor  have  I,  in  the  courfe  of  our  political  lives,  frequently 
agreed  with  him  in  opinion  ;  but  now  that  tlie  intemperance 
and  fury  of  the  time  is  part,  I  fnbmit  to  the  Houfe  what 
muft  be  the  feeling  of  every  liberal  heart  on  the  idci  of  con- 
demning a  perfon  of  fuch  high  literary  attainments,  fo  dear  to 
the  fociety  in  which  he  lives,  fo  exemplary  as  a  magi  ft  rate,  and 
who  has  fhewn  himfelf  to  be  fo  zealous  a  defender  of  the  pre- 
rogatives of  the  crown,  to  a  punifhment  fo  degrading  and  fo 
abhorrent;  and  yet,  if  the  law  had  exifted  ,would  it  not  have 
been  executed  ?  If  it  had  txifted  but  a  few  years  ago,  would  it 
not  have  been  executed  in  many  other  inftances,  if  juries  could 
have  been  found  to  fecond  the  wilhcs  of  our  Government?  Of 
the  willingnefs  of  this  Government  to  go  to  the  full  extent  of 
this  inhuman  law,  Scotland  has  given  us  a  mortifying  and  in* 
dubitable  proof;  Scotland  is  faid  to  have  had  this  harbarous 
law,  though  it  had  never  been  a6led  upon.  It  was  afferted  that 
at  leaft  there  did  exift  a  law  of  fo  barbarous  a  tendency,  as  to 
enable  the  Judges  to  fend  a  man  forth  out  of  all  civilized  fo- 
ciety, and  condemn  him  to  live,  at  the  extremity  of  the  earth, 
With  the  moft  degraded  l>cings  of  his  fpccjes.  It  was  faid,  that 
fuch  a  law  did  tarnifh  and  difgrace  the  criminal  code  of  that 
part  of  the  kingdom.  I  am  convinced,  not  merely  on  the  au- 
thority of  the  moft  learned  perfons  of  that  country,  as  well  as 
upon  the  fulleft  information  that  I  have  been  able  to  acquire 
for  myfelf,  that  no  fuch  law  did  exift  in  Scotland,  and  that 
perfons  who  a6lcd  upon  it  will  one  day  be  brought  to  a  feverc 
retribution  for  their  condu6l.  But  the  apprehenliv^n  of  the  ex- 
iftence  of  fuch  a  law  has  difplayed  to  us  the  charaflcr  of  our 
Government,  and  proved  that  we  have  a  Miniftry  capable  of 
condemning  their  fellow-creatures  to  this  monftrous  punifli- 
ment,  for  the  mere  expofition  of  tenets  on  Government  dif- 
ferent from  theif  own.     They  made  it  their  boaft,  that  by 
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means  of  this  law  they  have  gained  the  triumph  of  political 
opinion,  and  the  facrince  of  a  number  of  human  beings,  of 
enlightened  minds,  and  of  moral  charadler,  for  the  mere  offence 
of  carrying  dodlrines  to  excefs ;  for  I  admit  that  in  fome  in- 
ftances  they  carried  their  dodlnnes  to  excefs,  was  a  fubjedl  of 
inhuman  boaft.  The  publication  of  political  opinion.  That 
was  the  crime.  What  was  the  punirtiment?  Death,  of  the 
moft  aggravated,  of  the  moft  procraftinaied,  of  the  moft  cruel 
nature.  They  were  fent,  not  into  banirtiment  merely,  but 
funk  and  degraded  to  an  aflbciation  wlrh  villainy,  and  igno- 
, ranee,  and  crime;  fent  to  a  country  where,  poflibly,  their 
.health  might  be  affcdted  by  the  climate,  but  that  was  little  in 
.consideration  of  the  fatality  of  their  own  feelings.  I  fpcak  of 
one  in  particular,  of  Mr.  Gerald,  whofe  elegant  and  ufeful 
attainments  made  him  dear  to  the  circles  of  literature  and  tade ; 
bred  to  enjoyments  of  which  his  accompli  ill  men  ts  fitted  him  to 
participate,  and  endowed  with  talents  ttiat  remlered  him  valu- 
able to  his  country,  he,  among  others,  was  the  objedl  of  this 
perfecuting  fpiiit ;  the  puni(hment  to  fuch  a  man  was  certain 
death,  and  accordingly  he  funk  under  tlie  fentence,  the  vi£iim 
.of  virtuous,  wounded  fenfibility.  There  may  be  times  of 
alarm  when  men,  under  the  influence  of  terror,  become  in* 
fenlible  to  the  dictates  of  jufticc  and  humanity.  It  has  been 
truly  faid,  that  no  paffion  is  fo  calculated  to  harden  t!ie  heart, 
and  to  make  it  atrocious  and  fanguinary,  as  great  fear,  and 
accordingly  wc  find  that  the  moft  inhuman  tyranny  has  always 
had  its  foundation  in  the  hearts  of  thofe  whofe  anions  coii- 
demned  them  to  inceflant  terror.  In  a  moment  of  alarm,  real 
or  artificial,  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  that  nations,  as  well  as 
individuals,  fhould  be  loft  to  the  didlates  of  reafon  and  huma- 
nity. Minifters  fuccecded  in  fpreading  an  alarm  over  this 
country,  under  the  influence  and  panic  of  which  they  made 
£ngliftuTien  forget  and  forego  their  natural  feelings  of  juftlcc 
and  humanity  ;  but  now  that  this  time  is  happily  paft,  1  truift 
that  We  fhall  alfo  recover  our  genuine  feelings,  and  that  wc 
ihall  not  fuffer  an  a£l  to  exift  ujxjn  the  fl*Ttute-book,  fo  dif- 
graceful  to  our  criminal  code,  and  by  wh<v:h,  in  fome" future 
moment  of  paffion,  new  adks  of  horror,  under  the  name  of  ju- 
.dicial  puniihments  may  be  perpetrated  !  Thefe  are  the  two 
principal  features  of  that  Adi,  to  which  I  now  content  myfelf 
with  drawing  your  attention.  With  refpecSl  to  the  other  A£l, 
for  the  prevention  of  Seditious  Meetings  and  AflTemblies,  with- 
out enquiring  whether  the  rights  taken  away  by  that  A£l  were 
.  proper  fubjedls  of  legiflation,  I  may  at  leaft  doubt  of  the  pro  - 
priety  of  their  being  made  fo.  The  ftatute  clearly  aiFe^s  rights 

which. 
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wbich,  in  their  very  nature  and  eflcnce,  muft  have  been  ante- 
cedent to  the  power  of  legiflation,  and  it  is  not  merely  a  i^'uef- 
tion  of  morality,  but  of  the  higheft  political  prudence,  whether 
rights  that  are  principles,  rights  which  make  the  foundation  of 
the  legiflature  itfelf,  and  without  which  no  legiflation  can  be 
legitimate,  ought  to  be  made  the  provifions  of  a  (latute.     It  is 
a  manifcft  axiom  in  a  popular  Government,  that  man  had  the 
fundamental  right  to  ftate  his  opinion,  this  right  muft  be  rc- 
cc^iized  fince  it  was  on  the  exerqife  of  this  right  that  the  Go- 
vernment itfelf  was  formed  ;  need  I  illuftrate  the  do£>rinc  ?    It 
is  recognifed  in  the  Bill  of  Rights  I  No  man  will  deny  that 
the  Right  of  Petition  to  the  Parliament,  is  as  inherent  to  the 
People  of  England,  as^  the  Right  of  Petition  to  the  Crovfrn. 
Why  then  did  not  the  Bill  of  Rights  ftate  the  one  as  well  zi 
the  other?  Why?  but  becaufc  Uic  one  had  been  aattcked 
and  queRioned,  not  the  other;  and  it  has  been   truly  faid 
of  the    Bill   of  Rights,  that  it  only  aflerted  the  privileges 
which  had  been  outraged,  it  did  not  enumerate  all  the  rrghts 
which  had  not  come  into  difpute.     But  it  is  faid,  that  this 
is  not  the    firft   inftancc   in   which   difficulties   have    been 
thrown  in  the  w^ay  of  petition,  and  reference  is  made  to  the 
z&  of  Charles  the  Second,   in  which  diftinftion  is  made  be- 
tween affemblies  convoked  by  the  Sheriff*  and  of  perfons  enti- 
tled to  the  eleflive  franchife,  and  other  perfons.  No  argument^ 
iTi  my  mind,  can  be  fo  dangerous  as  that  which  raifes.diftinc- 
tions  as  to  the  right  of  petition.     To  fay  that  thofe  only  enjoy 
the  right  of  petition  who  poflcfs  the  eleSive  franchilc,  is  to 
bring  it  into  danger ;  good  fenfe  would  make  the  argument  go 
the  other  wav,  for  furely  if  any  dcfcription  of  perfons  more 
than  another  ought  to  enjoy   the  right  of  petition,  it  is  thofe 
perfons  v.ho  having  no  vote  at  cleGions  have  no  reprefentatives 
in  this  Houfc  to  whom  they  can  diredlly  apply,  and  who  may 
be  made  the  organ  of  their  fentiments.     But  I  deprecate  and 
dtplote  thcfe  diilinftions,  fince  every  clafs  of  the  community 
ought  to  have  this  right  fecured  to  them,  and  be  made  as  free 
as  the  air  they   breathe.     This  a<5l  is  outrageous,  becaufe  it 
throws  diffiiulties  in  the  way  of  the  exercife  of  the  right,  and 
en-'xblcs  Sheriffs  to  prevent  meetings ;  and   it  has  been  proved 
that  fince  the  pafling  of  this  aft  more  refufals  have  been  given 
by  magifi rates  than  in  any  former  |)eriod.     This  has  been  par- 
ticularly ptoved  fince  recent  calamities  have  dif|)ofed  the  coun- 
try to  afletnble  (o  generally  to  petition  for  the  difmifllon  of  Mi- 
niftcrs.  Very  extraordinary  reafons  have  been  afligned  by  foriie 
of  them  for  refufing  to  convoke  meetings.    The  Sheriff  of  Suf- 
folk refufed  becaule  the  fubje£l  had  been  debated  in  Parlia- 
ment. 
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ment,  and  becaufe  he  was  going  to  London.  Another  magif- 
trate  refufed,  though  called  upon  by  a  numerous  body  of  per- 
fons,  becaufe  he  would  not  difturb  the  unanimity  of  the  coun- 
ty. The  power  of  difperfing  meetings  was  as  obnoxious  as  the 
refufal  to  convoke  them.  In  the  county  in  which  I  live,  the 
Sheriff,  after  putting  the  quedion,  faid,  there  was  a  viGble  ma* 
jority  of  votes,  but  becaufe  he  did  npt  know  whether  they  were 
all  freeholders  that  were  prefent,  he  refufed  to  fign  the  proceed- 
ings, and  give  validity  to  the  record.  Another  perfon  on  this 
capricious  obje£iion  could  not  take  the  chair,  becaufe  the 
Sheriff  had  the  power  to  difperfe  the  meeting,  aind  thus  an  at- 
tempt was  made  to  defeat  the  petition  in  the  county  of  Surry, 
even  under  the  colour  of  complying  with  the  (latute.  In  many 
other  cafes  difEcultieshad  been  found  that  make  it  vexatious^ 
and  almoft  impoilible,  to  exercife  this  right  under  theprovi> 
fions  of  this  zA.  It  requires  fo  much  trouble  to  comply  with 
all  the  provifions  of  the  a6l,  where  the  meeting  is  not  called 
by  the  regular  magi  (Irate,  that  it  is  next  to  an  impoffibility  to 
carry  the  exercife  of  the  right  generally  into  effect.  In  fome 
inftances,  where  zeal  and  perfeverancc  had  conquered  every 
obftacle,  inconvenicncies  were  fuffered  that  would  deter  men 
on  ordinary  occafions  from  afiembling.  In  Weftminfter,  for 
inftance,  where  the  meeting  was  called  in  ftri£l  conformity  to 
the  a(^,  the  day  of  meeting  was  mod  unfavourable  in  point  of 
weather,  but  it  was  found  inconvenient  to  adjourn,  becaufe 
they  mud  have  renewed  all  the  formalities  required  by  the  da- 
tute :  and  what  is  the  benefit  expected  to  be  derived  from  all 
this,  has  the  effefl  judified  Miniders  in  the  meafure?  Are  pro- 
vidons  like  thofe  likely  either  to  alter  the  minds  of  men,  or  are 
they  calculated  to  prevent  communication  and  difle  the  opi- 
nions and  difconteuts  of  a  people  ?  If  it  were  a  new  and  an  ab- 
AmSt  quedion,  there  might  perhaps  be  a  difference  of  opinion 
upon  the  fuhjed^,  but  unfortunately  a  book  is  laid  open  to  us  in 
which  we  may  read  in  mod  legible  charaflers  the  true  cha- 
tslGLct  and  confequences  of  fuch  a  meafure,  that  book  is  the 
kingdom  of  Ireland.  In  the  year  1794  a  Convention  bill  was 
paffed  in  Ireland  to  prevent  meetings  of  the  people;  what  was 
the  confequence  ?  Miniders  boaded  of  the  fuccefs  of  the  mea- 
fure ;  they  flattered  themfelves  they  had  fucceeded  in  prevent- 
ing meetings;  but  I  have  now  the  authority  of  the  Parliament 
of  Ireland  for  frying  that  which  they  had  prevented  publicly 
had  been  done  in  private,  and  that  ever  fince  the  year  1791 
meetings  of  the  people  had  been  held,  which,  up  to  the  year 
1795  ^cre  fmall  and  infignificant,  fmall,  becaufl^  up  to  that 
time  they  dill  had  die  power  of  meeting  in  public  and  difcuf- 

fing 
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fing  their  grievances  openly  and  without  refervc.  Up  to  tht 
year  1794  then  they  were  fmall  and  harmleft,  but  then  comek 
the  Conveniion  bill  that  forces  diem  into  clandeftine  and  fecret 
meetings  by  mid*niglit;  then  comes  correfpondence  witk 
the  foreign  eoeniy»  and  all  the  terrifying  and  alarming  plblk 
which  the  report  o^the  Houfc  of  Lords  of  Ireland  has  afcribed 
to  the  people  of  that  diftra<fted  country.  What  depJorable 
ignorance  of  the  human  heart  to  think  that,  by  a  mere  Coili- 
vention  bill  to  prevent  meetings  without  redreffing  grievanceit 
they  could  make  men  forget  by  making  them  filent !  What 
criminal  ignorance  to  conceive  that,  by  damping  up  a  torrenf, 
it  would  not  force  its  way  in  another  direction  !  But  it  ketrh 
that,  as  our  a<%  has  not  yet  produced  the  fame  tSt&s  in  £n^ 

irland,  we  muft  not  go  for  inftru£lion  to  the  fifter  kingdom;  t 
ee  no  fenfe  in  any  fuch  argument ;  humsn  nature'  Ts  the  fam^ 
in  all  countries;  if  you  prevent  a  man  who  feels  himfelf  ^^ 
grieved  from  declaring  his  fentiments,  you*  force  him  to  other 
expedients  for  redrefs.  Do  you  think  that  you  gain  a  profelyt6 
where  you  filence  a  dedaimer  ?  No,  you  have  only  prevented 
the  declaration  of  grievances  in  a  conftitutional  wa^,  to  forci 
0ien  to  more  pernicious  modes  of  coming  at  relief.  You  Kiffk 
only  prevented  puUic  meetings,  where  erroneous  dodrines 
might  have  been  infbntaneoufly  refuted,  in  order  to  enconrag^ 
Goafpiracies  at  which  you  may  not  have  it  in  your  power  to  re^ 
pel  the  criminal  interference  of  foreign  incendiaries.  In  pro- 
portion as  opinions  are  open  and  divulged,  they  are  innocent 
and  hartnlefe.  Opinions  become  dangerous  to  a  State  only 
when  perfecutk>n  makes  it  neceflary  for  men  to  communicate 
noder  the  bond  of  fecrecy.  I  recal  you  to  Ireland ;  do  you  be- 
lieve it  poifible  that  the  calamity  which  now  rages  in  that  un* 
fortunate  country  would  have  come  to  its  prcfent  height,  if  it 
had  been  free  for  the  people  to  meet  and-  divulge  their  griev- 
ances ?  Where-  meetings  are  public,  difaflFeAion  cannot  be 
avoided.  Publicity  makei  it  impoflfible  for  artifice  to  fucceed, 
and  defigns  of  a  hoftile  nature  lofe  their  danger  by  the  certainty 
and  fyccd  of  expofure.  But  it  is  that  thefe  bills  will  expire  in 
a  few  years ;  they  will  expire  when  we  (hall  have  the  period  of 
peace  and  traoquillrty  ;  what  a  fentiment  to  inculcate  I  You 
tell  the  people  that  when  every  thing  goes  well,  when  they  are 
happy  and  comfortable,  then  they  may  meet  freely,  to  recog- 
oize  their  happinefs  and  make  eulogiums  on  their  government, 
hot  that  in  a  moqient  of  war  and  calamity,  oHiftruft  and  mif- 
condn&y  then  it  is  not  permitted  them  to  meet  together,  be- 
caofe  then  inftead  of  panegyric  they  might  condemn  their  Mi« 
nifters. — Whata  mockery  is  thisi  What  aa  tnfult  to  fay  this 
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it  prcfervliic  to  the  people  thief  rieht  of  petition  j  To  tell  them 
they  flhd^  hare  a  tight  b  ap)^ud  1  A  right  to  rejoice  I  A 
ri^k  to  meet  when  they  are  happy,  but  not  a  ri^t  u>  condemn  ! 
TSc/t  a  right  to  deplore  their  misfortunes  1  x7ot  a  right  to 
fuggeft  a  remedy  I  I  hate  thefe  infidious  modes  of  undcrmin* 
ing  and  libelling  the  ConAittirion  of  the  country  ;  if  you  mean 
to  fay  that  the  mixed  arid  balanced  Govemmcnt0LEu^Jand 
js^ood  only  for  holidays  and  funfliine,  but  that'i$.J&  inap- 
pbcable  to.  a  day  of  diftrefs  and  difficulty,  fay  fp.  If  yoa 
snean  that  freedom  is  not  as  advantageous  to  order  and  Arength. 
as  it  is  to  happinefs,  fay  fo;  and  I  will  enter  the  lifta 
with  yon  upon  that  point,  and  contend  that  among  all  the 
other  advantages  that  tiherty  confers  on  a  country*  arc 
the  advanftages  df  order^arfd^^ftrdngth  In  a  fupcreminent  dcr< 

f^ee,  and  that  too  in  4>e  moment  when  they  are  moft  wanted, 
ibcrty  is  onler,  liberty  Is  ftrength ;  good  God  !  Sir,  am  I  oa 
this  day  to  be  called  upon  to  iliudrate  the  glorious  and  footh- 
ing  dodrine  \  Look  round  the  world  and  admire,  as. you 
snufty  the  inftrudive  fpedbde  !  you  will  fee  that  liberty  not 
only  is  power  and  order,  but  that  it  is  power  and  order  predo* 
minant  and  invincible ;  and  it  derides  all  other  fources  of 
Arength ;  that  the  art  of  man  has  no  impulfe,  and  can  have 
none,  that  dares  to  (laml  in  competition  with  it;  and  if  as 
Engliflimen  we  know  hbw  to  refped  its  value,  furely  th^  pr^x 
fent  is  the  moment  of  all  others  wjbcn  we  ought  to  fecuire.its^ 
invigorating  alliance.  Whether  we  look  at  our  relaUvc  fitua* 
tion,  with  regard  to  foreign  pow^  with  reg^d  to  the  fitua*^ 
tionofthe  filter  kingdom,  and  with  regard  to  our  own  in- 
ternal ai&irs,  there  never  was  a  moment  when  national  ftrength 
was  fo  much  demanded,  and  when  it  was  fo  irncumbent  upon 
us  to  call  forth  and  embody  all  the  Tii^our  of  the  nation,  by 
roofing,  animating,  and  embodying  all  the  love  of  liberty  that 
ufed  to  charaderize  the  country,  and  that  I  truft  is  not  yet 
totally  extinct.  Is  this  a  moment  to  diminifli  our  ftrengdx,^ 
hj  indifpofidg  all  that  part  of  the  nation  whofe  hearts  .^Tovir 
with  ardour  for  their  original  rights,  but  who  feel  wimioj? 
dignation  that  they  are  trampled  upon  and  dverthrownf  is  nc^ 
this  a  moment,  wnen  in  addTtipn  to  every  other  emotbu,  6^- 
dom  (hould  be  aroufed  as  an  ally,  afupplemri^tary  force,  and 
a  fubftitute  for  all  the  other  weak  and  ineffici^ent  levies  that 
have  been  fuggefted  in  its  ftead  ?  Have  we  not  been  nearly  re- 
duced to  a  fituation,  when  it  >Vas  too  perilous  perhaps  to  take 
the  right  courfc ;  may  we  not  be  again  called  uppn  fof  exer- 
tkms  that  will  demand  the  unicin  of , every  band «  and  every 
heart  in  the  kingdom?  What  xiiighf  not  this  Houfe'do   if 

this 
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this  Houfe  had  the  opinion  .  of.  x\^c  .country  with .  it?>  Do 
not  let  ts  fay  then  tliat  we  are  to  inicreafe  the  forces  of,  tht 
country  by  ftifling  opinion ;  It  is  only  by  promoting  it,  by  giv^ 
ing  facility  to  Jti  expreffion*  by  hneeting  it  with  open  hearts,  by 
incorporating  ourfelves  with  the  fenfe  of  the  nation,  that  we  can 
again  revive  that  firm  and  compai^  power  of  Britifh  (bength, 
that  fpruQg  out  of  Bhtifli  liberty.  I  will  not  trouble  you  with 
inore  on  the  fubjeft.  In  proportion  as  you  throw  difficulties 
in  the  way  of  petition,  you  deprive  yoorfelves  of  (Irengch.  you 
alii^iatie  every  heart  whofe  voice  you  ftifle,  you  drive  men  to 
correfpondence  with  foreign  nations  when  you  debar  them 
from  correfpondine  with  you,  and  this,  it  we  may  believe  the 
leport  of  thp  Irim  Parhament,  was  the  cafe  with  Ireland, 
when  (he  petitioned,  addiefled,  and  remonftrated,  ihe  had  no 
power,  but  from  fmall  beginnings,  that  is  froall,  until  a  Con- 
vention bill  had  pafled,  until  a  Powder  bill  had  pafled,  and  all 
die  other  z&  of  infanity  and  rigour,  (he  rofe  from  fmall  meet-* 
ings  of  mere  petition  to  concerted,  armed,  embodied  union  of 
one  hundred  thoufand  perfons.  Good  Godi  fliall  we  not, 
fpeaking  the  fame  language,  pofleffing  the  fame  diara^ter^ 
ftruggling  for  the  {ame  Conftitutton,  take  warning  from,  the 
example  that  is  fet,  and  conciliate  the  people  of  England  ?  Or 
ihall  we,  with  our  eyes  open,  run  upon  our  deftiny,  as jintient 
£ibfes  tell  of  men  devoted  running  into  the  jaws  of  perdition  to 
vrhich  they  were  doomed  ?  Sir,  the  prefenr  times  hold  out  ex-a 
amples  too  legible  for  roiftake ;  if  demonftration  Ihall  fail  to 
work  upon  us  we  are  undone  i  apd  if  any  truth  has  been  more 
ftrijcingly  ifluftrated  than  anoHier,  it  is  this,  that  you  (ball  iK>t 
touch  the  liberty  of  the  lower  clafles  of  the  people  without 

.  making  the  higher  orders  pay  a  feverc  retribution.  You  ihail 
not  take  away  one  privilege,  you  (hall  not  dimmiCh  one  right, 
without  fuficring  ten  fbld,  ^fty,  an  hundred  fold  yourfelves. 
You  ihall  not  commit  changes  upon  the  people  without  chang* 
ing  your  own  power  into  weaknefs,  your  oeconomy  into  profu* 
fion.  Thefe  are  the  do£lrines  applicable  to  thefe  times;  as 
men  become  enlightened  they  advance,  and  not  retrograde, 
in  liberty ;  and  in  proportion  to  their  advances .  you  mufl  con- 
cede to  them.     It  has  been  fhid,  as  an  argument  againd  the 

.  emancipation  of  the  fla^s,  that  ^e  negroes  are  not  fufficiently 
enlightened  for  freedoit).  The  French  Mulattoes,  it  is  owned, 
are  more  capable  of  enjoying  it,  and  paffing  from  them  to  the 
moft  enflaved  nations  in  Europe,  we  fee  that  the  approach  of 
light  makes  it  neceflary  for  the  Governor  to  acknowledge  at 
length  that  they  are  human  ;  but  (h^ll  the  prepofterous  imagi- 
tsation  be  fiaftcred,  that  Engliflimen,  bred  in  liberty,  the  firft 
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of  (lutnan  kind  who  afieited  the  glorious  diftin£tion  of  forming 
for  themfelves  their  fociat  compat^,  can  be  condemned  to  fiJence 
upon  their  rights  ?  Is  it  to  be  conceived  that  men  who  have 
enjoyed  for  fuch  a  length  of  days  the  light  and  happineis  of  free* 
dom,  can  be  reftrained  and  (hut  up  again  in  the  gloom  of  igno-* 
ranee  and  degradation  i  As  well,  Sir,  might  you  try,  by  a  mifera* 
ble  dam,  toinut  up  the  flowing  of  a  rapid  river;  the  roiling  and 
impetuous  tide  would  burft  through  every  impediment  that  man 
might  throw  in  its  way,  and  the  only  confequenceofthe  impotent 
attempt  would  be,  that  having  colleSed  newftrength  by  its  tern* 
,  porary  fufpenfion,  enforcing  itfelf  through  new  channels,  it 
would  fpread  devaftation  and  ruin  on  eVcry  fide.  The  progrefi 
of  liberty  is  like  the  progrefs  of  the  flream,  it  may  i>e  kept 
within  its  banks;  it  is  fure  to  fertilize  the  country  through 
which  it  runs ;  but  no  power  can  arreft  it  in  its  paflage ;  and 
Ibort-fighted,  as  weH  as  wicked,  mufli  be  the  heart  of  the  pro- 
jector that  would  fh-ive  to  divert  its  courfe.  I  defire  the  title 
of  the  aiSl  may  be  read — "  An  aS  for  the  better  preventing  Se- 
ditious Meetings  and  Aflemblies."  I  move  for  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill  to  repeal  thh  acft. 

Mr.  Serjeant  yA//wr  fa  id,  that  before  the  Houfe  acceded  to 
thd  motion  of  his  right  honourable  Friend,  the  general  nature 
of  the  meafures  which  it  was  propofed  to  repeal,  and  the  objec- 
tions which  had  been  urged  againft  them,  ought  to  be  tempe- 
rately difcufied,  and  he  now  rofe  to  explain  the  reafons  upon 
which  he  was  induced  to  refift  any  motion  for  the  repcnl  of 
aAs  which  a  great  majority  of  the  laft  Parliament  had  been 
convinced  were  abfolutely  neceflTary  for  the  prefervarion  of 
tranquillity,  and  fcjr  the  fafety  of  the  Confiitution  ;  a  neccf- 
fity  which  had  not  fufficiently  fubfidcd  as  to  juftify  a  repeal. 
His  right  honourable  Friend  had  admitted  that  meafures  of  the 
nature  of  thofe  he  alluded  to  were  not  unexampled  in  the  hif- 
tory  of  this  country,  and  the  profound  legal  and  conftitutional 
knowledge  of  his  right  honourable  Friend  eafily  fupplied  him 
with  the  precedents.  He  was  furprifed,  however,  to  hear  it 
iaid  that  the  precedents  were  infinitely  ftronger  which  had  oc- 
curred in  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth  ;  a  reign,  doubtlefs, 
of  diftinguifhed  felicity  and  glory,  had  been  juilified  by  the 
well-grounded  alarms  alarms  arifmg  from  the  (ituation  in 
which  the  country  was  placed.  In  reply  to  this  ohfervation, 
he  was  confident  that  little  argument  was  neceflary,  as  he  was 
fare  the  feelings  of  the  Houfe  muft  go  along  with  h»m,  and 
anticipate  the  anfwer.  The  fituation  of  this  country  was  tn&T- 
nitely  more  alarrafing  in  every  refped  than  it  was  at  the  period 
alluded  to.    The  ftatc  of  the  continentj  and  more  the  dale  of 

mens. 
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mens  minds,  and  the  principles  wbLch  had  gone  abroad  fiace 
the  Revolucicn  of  France,  held  up  an  awful  warning  to  man^ 
kind,  and  imprefled  upon  them  the  neceflity  of  (lopping  all 
attempts  to  (hake  the  foundation  of  e(bbli(hed  Governments^ 
of  fupporting  tliem  upon  the  principles  of  liberty  and  de* 
fending  them  by  guards  confiftent  with  its  prefervation* 
His  right  honourable  friend  fald,  that  a  (latute  of  Charles  II* 
had  made  it  criminal  for  any  man  to  fay  that  the  King  was  a 
Eapiftf  but  tliat  nobody  would  fay  fo  of  the  prefcnt  King,  be- 
caufc  the  falfehood  of  the  infinuation  was  moil  univerfally 
known/  This,  however,  did  not  appear  to  be  the  ground  of 
the  diftin&ion.  Among  all  the  imputations  which  had  beea 
laid  againft  Chaflcs  the  Second,  nothing  had  ever  met  his 
eye  in  the  Hiftory  of  England  that  proved  fuch  an  afTertion  to 
be  true.  It  was  not  becaufe  the  King  was  really  a  Papifl^  that 
it  was  thought  ncceflfary  to  render  it  criminal  to  fay  fo,  but 
becaufe  fuch  an  infmuatioii  was  moft  calculated  to  alarm  the 
people  for  their  religious  rights.  Even  now  there  would  be 
found  among  the  difaffected  in  this  country  men  who  would 
be  ready  to  fay  that  the  King  was  a  Papill,  if  they  expected  tp 
produce  that  alarm  and  that  jcaloufy  wliich  it  is  their  wiih  lo 
excite.  With  regaid  to  fome  parts  of  the  hills,  his  honourable 
Friend  laboured  under  a  miftake.  The  additional  penalty  did 
not  apply  to  the  genera!  fuhjeft  of  libel,  but  ftatcd  and  defined 
the  particular  a&  for  which  it  was  to  be  infl'.dlcd.  It  was 
againft  that  particular  kind  of  fedition  which,  if  followed  by 
an  overt  a£k,  would  have  amounted  to  treafon  that  the  law  ap- 
plied. Had  it  gone  the  length  ftatcd  by  his  honourable  Friend^ 
hefliogld  have  rcpiobated  it  with  the  fanje  wnrmth ;  but  he  would 
afk  any  Gentleman  to  read  the  bills,  to  confuler  the  nature  of 
the  offence,  and  fay  if  the  punifhment  provided  was  too  fe- 
vcrc.  The  difcudion  with  regard  to  the  fentcnces  which  nad 
been  pronounced  in  Scotland  was  admitted  to  be  foreign  to 
the  prefent  dtfcuflion ;  but  he  could  not  help  adverting  to 
fome  obfervations  which  his  right  honourable  Friend  had 
made  upon  this  fubjeft.  It  was,  that  the  perfons  convicted 
in  that  country  had  been  fent  to  Botany  Bay  for  crimes  ari- 
fing  out  of  an  excefs  of  love  for  the  principles  of  the  Confii- 
tution.  Had  not  Skirving,  one  of  thefe  perfons,  been  Secre- 
tary to  the  Britifh  Convention  ?  Was  it  excefs  of  love  for 
the  principles  of  the  Britilh  Conftitution  that  had  led  thefe 
inen  to  adopt  the  language,  and  the  forms  of  that  French 
Convention  that  had  murdered  their  King,  which  had  tramp- 
led upon  the  rights  of  the  people,  abolifhed  the  Chriftian  re- 
ligion, and  had  fet  at  defiance  every  principle  of  humanity 

and 
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and  of  juftice  I  Was  it  love  for  the  Conftitutton  that  induced 
them  to  adopt  a  refolution  to  refift  an  a£l  of  the  legiflature 
>vhich  compofed  that  Conftitution  ?  God  forbid,  however, 
that  fuch  (hould  be  the  condud  which  the  love  of  the  Bririfli 
Conftitution  is  calculated  to  itifpire.  It  was  faid  too  that  the 
Sheriff  of  Surry  refufed  to  decide  en  which  fidej^as  the  ma^ 
jority^  becaufe  he  did  not  know  whether  their .  was  a  nia«- 
jority  of  freeholders ;  and  if  «hat  really  was  the  cafe;  he  did 
not  fee  that  the  SheriiF  had  done  wrong.  But  he  would  aik 
his  right  honourable  Friend  to  point  out  any  part  of  that  bill 
which  prevented  the  perfons  prefent  from  putting  any  other 
perfon  they  thought  proper  in  the  chair?  For  his  part  hd 
contended  that  fuch  a  fiep  would  not  have  been  at  all  illegat 
under  the  operation  of  thefe  bills...  It  was  faid  too  that  men 
couid  not  by  the  bills  .be  prevented  from  communicating 
their  thoughts.  He  yfjouid  go  farther,  however,  and  fay, 
tlv.t  no  bills  could;  but.would  any  man  contend  that  no  re- 
ftraint  ought  to  be  impofed,  of  that  feditious  communica- 
tions would  have  the  fame  effeStf  or  that  the  mifchief  would 
be  as  immediate  in  the  cWct  as  in  public  meetings,  where 
numbers  of  men  were  apt  to  be  roufed  by  inflammatory 
harangues,  .and  virhere  the  acclamations,  which  even  the  moil 
wicked  fentiments  obtained,  were  calculated  to  work  mens 
minds  higher,  and  to  call  forth  additional  vehemence?  He* 
was  forry  that  this  country  had  been  compared  with  the  After 
kingdom ;  he  hoped  that  the  parallel  between  them  wduid 
hold  but  in  few  circumftances.  But  though  it  were  chrono- 
logically true,  as  ftated  in  the  report,  of  the  Iriih  Houfeof 
Lords,  that  no  dire£l  correfpondcnce  with  the  enemy  had  ex- 
iftcd  prior  to  the  year  1 794,  and  the  Convention  AS,  wai 
it  fair  to  fay,  that  the  correfpondence  that  had  fince  taken 
place  was  the  effcft  of  that  meafure  ?  The  reverfe  of  this  had 
taken  place  here.  The  meafures  adopted  here  were  different 
from  thofe  which  the  neccflity  of  the  cafe  had  been  thought 
to  require  in  Ireland,  and  the  efkAs  were  more  different 
ftill.  Every-  man  who  had  read  the  proceedings  of  that 
Houfe,  and  had  attended  to  the  trials  for  High  Treafon,  mud 
be  convinced  that  a  correfpondence  with  the  enemy  had  ex- 
ited, and  that  none  had  exified  fmce  the  meafures  alluded  to 
had  been  adopted.  If  the  meafures  in  Ireland  were  the  caufe 
of  the  correfpondence,  he  was  equally  warranted  to  fay  that 
the  meafure  here  adopted  had  put  an  end  to  it.  But  he  woultf 
afk,  if  thefe  bills  had  repreffed  or  encreafed  the  difcoiitent 
which  prevailed  in  this  country  ?   The  alarm  which  the  pro^ 
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ceedings  of  certain  focieiied  had 'excited  had  been  very  great; 
and  the  numerous  moetings  whkh'had  been  held  at  diffisrent 
places  went  to  objeds  little  ffiort  of  deftroying  the  Conflitu- 
tion,  as  it  confided  of  King,  Loi^s,  and  Commons.  The 
confe<}aence  aS  theie  proceedings  had  beeil  an  attempt  upon 
tbe  facred  perfon  of  his  Majefty.  Whether  any  good  had 
been  eiFe6bod  fay  the  meafures  then  adopted  would  appear 
from  fw&s  Slid  obferration.  Thofe  who  before  were  turbu- 
lent, ooWy  at  leafty  were  Cjiiiet.'  Thofe  whom  nothing  could 
content,  were  prevented  from  propagating  their  mifchievous 
doSrines.  The  additional  dtfcontent  which  the  meafures' 
m^ht  have  immediately  excited,  he  believed  to  have  been 
<»u(ed  by  the  mifieprefentations  which  had  been  given  by 
thofe  by  whom  they  were  oppofed,  and  had  they  been  as  re- 
prefentedy  he  ihoutd  not  have  wondered  at  the  difcontent, 
nor  (hould  he  have  witbed  it  to  be  lefs.  The  difcontent, 
however,  had  fubiided,  becaufe  iiteti  had  read  the  bills,  and 
found  that  no  conftitottbnai,  no  proper  meeting  for  the  dif- 
cuilioo  of  any  real  or  imaginary  grievance  was  prohibited  ; 
that  all  meetings  called  by  Sherifis,  by  Mayors,  or  other 
Magiftrates,  were  excepted.  The  events  of  the  few  iaft 
wedts  indeed  plainly  proved  how  ill  founded  were  thofe  re-» 
prifehtattoQS  that  defcribed  the  bills  as  infringing  the  right 
of  .petitioding.  That  they  had  put  an  end  to  thofe  daring 
nieeliag9 -which  had,  prevkais  to  their  beii^  pafled,  been  fo 
freij^rit,  was  true,  btit  that  they  had  elfeaed  this  defirabte' 
purpofe  by  interfering  with  the  proper  exerctfe  of  the  Tight 
of  pablic  difcuflion,  or  the  right  of  petitioning,  he  (hould 
ever  deny.  His  right  honourable  Friend  had  afked  if  any 
mifchievous  confeqisiences  iHrould  refult  from  the  fepeal  of 
tbefe  bills  at  the  prefent  moment?  For  his  own  part  he 
tiiought  that  infinite  mifchief  would  enfue.  If  we  looked  to 
the  progrefs  of  ^French  arms,  and  the  progrefs  of  French 
principles,  and  events  that  had  lately  occurred  in  this  coun* 
try,  we  could  find  caufe  of  alarm.  To  fay  that  our  fitnation 
was  not  critical  was  to  talk  prefumptuou/ly,  and  the  country 
could  9nly  h&favcd*by  thefirmnefs  of  Parliament;  equally 
fijperior  to  the  influence  of  Minifters,  and  to  the  popular 
clamour.  At  prefent  to  repeal  «rds,  which  practically  had 
beefi  found  to  produce  fo  muqh  advantage,  and  were  pra£ti- 
a|lly  attended  with-  no  had  confequcnce,  would  be  madnefs. 
He  hoped  when  the  period  of  iheirnatural  duration  arrived, 
ciicumflances  would  be  fii'ch  afiP'ta^  render  them-no  Ibnger 

neccfiary. 
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oeceflary,  and  When  that  period  arrived,  Parltainent  muft 
decide.  He  prayed  God  that  fuch  might  be  the  cafe,  and 
then  no  man  would  be  readier  than  he  would  to  lay  Ihetn 
afide.  His  opinion  was  that' it  was  not  enough  thait  any  de* 
parture  from  the  ufual  forms  of  conftitutional  freedom  was 
harmiefs,  it  ought  not  to  be  maihtained  if  it  >¥as  not  necef-*> 
fary.  To  a  certain  degree  the  bills  were  reftraints,  and 
therefore,  whenever  they  ceafed  to  be  neceflary, '  they  ought 
not  to  be  preferved,  .but  that  they  were  inconfiibnt  whh  th^ 
Kll  of  Rights  he  would  not  admit. .  The  prohibition  wa»  fo 
guarded  with  exceptions,  that  no  conflitutional  or  proper 
meeting  Was  forbidden,  and  even  f6r  thofe  who  were  not 
freeholders,  a  legal  mode  of  meeting  was  not  prohibited^ 
which  could  be  called,  if  feven  houfehoideTs  required  a  meet- 
ing, and  Aated  the  purpofes  for  which  it  was  intended.  But 
it  was  faid,  that  when  thus  affembled,  they  laboured  undet 
teftraints.  Was  it  ati  improper  reftratnt  that  they  wcrt 
reftrained  from^nypropofrtions  incohfiftent  with  the  fbnds^ 
mental  taws  of  the  kingdom,  and  from  any  propofickm  to 
obtain  redrefs  of  their,  grievances,!  othcrwife  than  by  thu 
X^egiflatureof  King>  Lords,  and  Comtnons.?  Againft  iBegsil' 
and  dangerous  dtfcufltonsrthe  bills  guarded,  but  they  did  not 
mtetfere  with  thereayiiierties'anid  ifiuvUeges  of  the  Confti* 
tution.  His  right  honourable-  Friend  had  faid  liberty  w*9 
the  fureft  guard  of  any  Government,  add  in  this  fentinaeiit 
he  cordially  ^greeS.  ^  ^^  Govef fimorit  coukl  be  permanent 
unlefs  founded  on  rational  liberty,  blithe  was  equally  fufe  of 
theconverfe  qf  the  propofiti^n,  thit  no  liberty  ?eouId  fubfift 
without  order,  nor'could  it  befM-efeiVed  iMthdnt  a  ftrong  and 
efficient  Government.  Upon  thefic  grounds^  therefore,  ho 
(faouki  oppofe  the  motion. 

Major  Ei/ord  laid,  when  the  (late  of  the  country,  previou&i 
to  the  pafling;  of  the  AGt^  alluded  to,  Was  confidered  in  com*- 
pairifon  with  its  ftate  fince  that  period,  it  would ,  be  fouhNi 
tlMit  they  had  been  produdlive  of  the  grtateft  advantages^ 
Attempts  had  been  made  to  difturb  that  order  and  traiw 
quillity^  without  which  no  Government  coulj  fubfift.  It 
was,  therefore,  full  time  for  the  Legiflature  toiimpofc  Ibmer 
wholcfonie  and  falutary  reftraints.  Owing  to  the  extrava*. 
gant  opinions  which  had  prevailed,  and  the  fermented  ftate 
of  the  public  mind,  thofe  Bills  were  thought  nedeflary.  If 
he  heard  feditious  dodrines  preached,  and  theri  heard  that 
the  Chief  Magiftratc  had  been  infultecl^  and  a  facrilegioiis 
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attempt  made  upon  his  life,  he  could  not  help  conneding 
thefe  two  events  in  his  mind,  and  confidering  the  one  as, 
the  caufe  of  the  other.     If  the  Legidature  hud  fate  fupinely^ 
upon  this  extraordinary  occafion,  and  had  not  pafled  the. 
laws  which  it   was   now  propofed  to  repeal,   he  believed 
before  God  that  the  Houfe  would  not  have  been  now  de- 
bating.    There  was  therefore  the  moft  evident  neceflity  for 
the  pafling  of  the  bills,  and  the  Hate  of  the  country  fincc 
they  were  palfcd   had  not  been,  nor  was   not  at  prefent,, 
Uidi  as  to  warrant  their  repeal.     He  would  aflc  any  man  if 
ever  he   would  have   known   that  thcfe  ads  had  exiftecU. 
but    by  reflc£ling   upon  the    good  which   they   have  pro*, 
duced,  and  the  bleflings  they  have  beftowcd  upon  fociety. 
Sir  R.  C  Giynn  adinitted,  that  the  adU  which  it  was  pro- 
4  pofed  to  repeal,  (hackled,    in  fomc  degree,    the  liberty  of 
the  fubjed,  and  impofcd  fome  reflraints  on  the  exercife 
of  the   lights  of  individuals;    but  that  wa:>  not  the  only, 
light  in  which  he  viewed  them.     He  could  not  avoid  ac- 
knowledging the  great  benefits  they  had  done  to  the  country. 
The  alarming  meetings  which  had  taken  place  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  the  metropblis,    had   given  fcrious  caufe   of 
uncaftnefs  to  every  thinking  perfon  who  was  intercfted  in 
the  profperity  and  happinefs  of  the  country.     He  was  con- 
vinced, from  circumltances,  that  the  objcd  of  thofe  meet- 
ings was  not,  as  they  pretended,  to  obtain  a  Reform  ;  but. 
to  overturn  the  Conititutlon.     Before  thefe  a£ts  pafTed,  Se-* 
dition  .^nd  Treafon   were  faft  rifing  in  every  part  of  ihe 
country.    The  bills  were  always  thought  unobjedtionable  by 
a  great  majority  of  that   Houfe;  and  he  denied  that  ever 
they  were  difapproved  of  by  the  great  body  of  the  people. 

Colonel  FuUarton  faiil,   that  in  cxprclling  his  hearty  Oililiit  ' 
from  the  prefent  motion  he  wilhed  to  be  underftoo<U  that  he 
wifhed  as  ifiuch  as  any  man  to  fee  liberty  extended  as  far  as  . 
was  contpatible  with  public  fafcty.     He  thought  there  was 
much  to  improve,  amend  and  reform  in  every  dcpartm'ent,  and 
if  thefe  amendments  were  negleftcd,  ^^  dele/fda^  might  be  in- 
fcribed  upon  the  city  of  London.  He  laid  iic  was  not  acquaint- 
ed with  the  right  honourable  Gentleman,  luit  from  the  obferw 
vation  of  his  public  coniluft,  he  coukl  fee  that  tlvj  prefciu  mo-  . 
tion  was  only  a  repetition  of  th^t  jx^litical  \yeb  which  he  had  . 
been  weaving  for  four  years  pad,  in  which  he  h.ul  laboured  to 
difgrace  the  country  abroad,  and  to  divide  it  at  home.    He  hack 
reprobated  the  war  when  the  French  were  a![ea<iy  iti  arms 
againft  this  couptry,  and  after  they  had  threatened  to  rear  the 
Vol.  III.  G  g  ftandard 
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ftahdard  of  their  Republic  on  the  ruins  of  the  Tower.  He  had 
^cenfured  the  Alien  Bill ;  he  had  ridiculed,  as  vifionaries,  all 
who  had  exprcfled,ala;-m  of  the  fafety  of  the  Conftltution.  In 
every  Inftance  his  language  had  been  the  fame.  When  is  was 
neceflary  to  guard  againd  the  defignsof  thofe  who  were  proved 
to  be  hoftile  to  the  Conftitution,  he  had  refiftcd  every  meafure 
brought  forward  for  the  defence  of  the  Government,  and  had 
propofed  to  do  wonders  by  conciliation ;  like  the  Mufiician, 
who  conceived  the  idea  of  appeadng  all  the  feuds  and  difoords 
of  mankind  by  the  irrefiftible  charms  of  harmony. 

Mr.  Pierrepolnt  (d^\Aj  that  to  the  Bills  we  were  indebted  for 
the  fecurity  we  now  enjoyed,  if  fecurity  it  could  be  called  at 
all.  He  (hould,  therefore,  Arcnuoufly  oppofe  their  repeal  at  the 
prefent  moment. 

Mr.  Eficourt  faid  a  few  words  againd  the  motion. 

TuovA  Morpeth  maintained  the  policy  and  ncceffityof  the 
BHis,  and  oppofed  the  motion,  on  a  conviction  that  the  out- 
rageous fpirit  of  difaffecSlion,  which  prevailed  through  the 
country,  required  to  be  tied  down.  If  they  were  neceflary  at 
firft,  which  Parliament  had  decided,  he  wiflsed  to  know  on 
what  grounds  they  were  now  to  be  repealed  ?  Were  the  times 
fo  much  improved)  that  thefe  guardians  of  the  publid  peace 
were  to  be  dedroyed,  and  that  we  might  implicitly  trud  to  the 
good  condud  of  thofe  who  pronounced  the  ConAitution  radi* 
cally  vicious,  and  fought  to  introdujce  French  liberty  and 
French  principles  into  the  country  ?  i  He  hoped  not ;  and 
earneAly  befought  the  Houfe  not  to  lay  afide  h&%  that  had 
contributed  to  their  fecurity,  and  the  necefTity  for  which  grew 
greater  as  the  crifis  grew  more  alarming.  This  was  no  time 
lor  them  to  quit  their  intrench ments. 

Mr.  Ellifon  faid,  he  fhould  preface  the  few  obfervations  he 
had  to  offer  to  the  Houfe,  by  returning  them  his  thanks  for  the 
indulgent  manner  they  had  liftened  to  him  upon  a  former  oc- 
cafion.  There  were  fome  Gentlemen  who  had  wifhed  that 
this  motion  fhould  never  be  brought  forward.  He  cqnfeflied 
he  was  of  a  contrary  opininion ;  for  if  there  was  a  man  in  that 
Houfe  who  was  willing,  at  fuch  a  moment,  to  bring  forward 
fuch  a  motion,  he  thought  it  better  that  the  Houfe  fhould 
have  a  fair  opportunity  of  exprefling  their  opinion  upon  it. 
High  as  his  opinion  was  of  the  talents  of  the  Tight  honour- 
able Mover,  he  could  not  but  regret  that  he  had  deemed  it 
prudent  to  make  fuch  a  motion : 

"  Who  would  not  laugh  if  fuch  a  man  there  be, 
««  Who  would  not  Veep  \f  Attlcus  were  he/* 

The 
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The  Bills  which  it  was  now  propofed  to  repeal,  appeared  to 
haunt  the  right  honourahle  Gentleman  like  the  evil  Genius  of 
Brutus  J  while  to  them,  he  (Mr.  EUifon),  owed  the  tranquil- 
lity he  enjoyed  by  day,  -and  the  repofe  by  night.     The  right 
honourable  Gentleman  had  confidered  the  repeal  of  thefe  Bills 
as  neccffary,  for  the  prefervation  of  Liberty;  he  could  not 
help  excldiming  "  O,  Liberty  !  under  thy  name  what  miferies 
^*  have  befallen  mankind  ?''     He  was  as  anxious  as  any  man, 
that  the  time  (hould  arrive  when  thofe  Bills  might  fafely  be 
repealed  ^  and  when  that  time  did  come,  he  hoped  it  would  not 
be  by  a  folitary  motion  on  the  one  fide  or  the  other  that  they 
would  be  repealed,  but  by  the  general  confent  of  Parliament. 
The  prefcnt  Miniftcrs  had,  in  his  opinion,  been  unjuftly  ac- 
cufed  of  being  hoftile  to  Liberty,  becaufe  they  were?  obliged  to 
lay  on  it  fome  temporary  reftriftions.     If  any  particular  Mem- 
ber were  lame  of  an  arm  for  indance,  would  not  his  furgeon 
order  it  to  be  bound  up,  until  it  was  reftored  ?  and  certamly 
fqme  reftriAions  were  neceflary :  fchools  had  abfolutely  been 
opened  for  the  purpofe  of  teaching  fedition ;  the  People  were 
told  that  all  Government  was  tyranny,  and  that  they  ought  to 
do  what  they  pleafed,  and  the  prefent  motion  did  not  tend  to 
eradicate  thofe  ideas.     An  honourable  Gentleman  (Colonel 
Fullarton),   had  faid,  that  tbe  objedi  of  Oppofition   was  to 
make  the  Country  contemptible  abroad.     He  was  inclined  to 
think  that  the  tendency  and  objedl  of  their  condud  was  to 
make  Parliament  contemptible  at  home.  They  were  conftant- 
ly  told,  that  the  majority  were  the  ilaves  of  Miniflers,  and  a 
few  Gentlemen  arrogantly  affumed  to  themfelves  all  the  pa- 
triotifni  in  the  Houfe.     This  was  a  claim  he  would  not  allow, 
and  he  hoped  every  Gentleman  around  him  would  come  for- 
ward and  fpeak  their  fentiments  boldly,  and  not  fuiFer  fuch 
iniinuations  to  be  made.     He  admitted  that,  in  fome  things, 
he  did  not  approve  of  the  condu£l  of  Minifters ;  bvit  then  it 
fliould  be  rccoHedted,  they  were  ading  upon  a  large  theatre, 
and  great  allowances  ought  to  be  made.     Gontlemenhad  con- 
ftantly  the  words,  ••  the  Country,  Liberty,  and  Freedom,'* 
in  their  mouths,  while  they  were  aduated  by  *♦  malice,  hatred, 
"  and  all  uncharitablenefs"   againit  Minifters,    and  treated 
thofe  who  had  not  the  talent  of  talking,  as  the  flaves  of  Mi- 
nifters.     But  he  would  not  fufFer  any  fct  of  Gentlemen  to  ar- 
rogate to  themfelves  all  the  patriotifm  of  the  Country ;  he 
conceived  the  majority  ih  that  Houfe  as  aQing  upon  the  pureft 
motives,  and  as  a  check  upon  the  conduf^  of  Minifters ;  parti- 
cularly in  the  difpofition  of  public  .money.     He  was  going  to 
fpeak  upon  a  driicate  fubjeft,  and  as  it  Was  very  likely  he 

2  G  2  might 
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m'^ht  make  ufe  of  fome  abfurd  exprcffion,  as  he  v«:as  not  in  the 
\  habit  of  public  fpcak'tng,  he  fupiiofed  it  would  be  taken  ad* 
vant.i|Te  of,  like  tlic  expreflion  *'  killing  off, '  and  others  ;  he, 
therefore,  bcgj»€<l  prcvioufly  to  enter  his  protcft  agunft  it.  It 
had  been  the  habit  of  fonic  GentJemcn  to  make  the  People  dis- 
contented wiin  llicir  fituation.  This  appeared  to  hira  the  very 
reverfe  of  their  duiy.  How  different  would  it  have  been  if 
Gentlemen  had  told  their  neighbours  in  the  country,  *'  fubmit 
**  to  temporary  ttftriflions;  in  a  ihort  time  you  will  lie  more 
•'  happy  than  ever  you  were,  if  you  attend  to  your  bufinefs.*' 
Such  language  as  this  would  have  been  much  more  prudent 
than  the  attempts  that  were  made  to  render  them  difcontented, 
and  much  more  true  ;  for  he  was  of  opinion  that  every  man  in' 
tliis  country  might  grow  rkrh  if  he  was  induftrious,  and  in- 
Hanced  his  own  family  in  fupport  of  his  affertions.  Iftftead  of 
this,  Gentlemen  robbed  the  People  of  their  happinefs,  and  iit 
that  refpcft  were  tl;e  word  of  fwindlcrs.  Under  dicfe  impref- 
Cons  he  (hould  give  his  vote  again ll  the  motion. 

Mr.  Fox  faid  1  fhall  not  alxife  the  patier/ce  of  the  Houfe  by 
trefpaffmg  long  upon  their  time,  but  from  what  has  paffcd  in 
the  courfe  of  debate  td  fay  a  few  words  in  reply.  I  was  called 
upon  by  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  (Serjeant  Adair) 
.who  fpokc  immetharely  auer  me,  to  ftate  the  particular  claufc 
in  the  A£l  which,  in  the  County  Meeting  to  which  I  alluded, 
prevented  the  airL-mbly  from  choofing  another  Chairman,  after 
the  Sheriff  left  the  Chair.  1  know  no  claufe  in  the  Bill  by 
which  they  were  abfolutcly  precluded  from  taking  thisftep; 
but  [  know  that  if  a  meeting  is  not  legal,  except  it  be  conven  - 
ed  by  the  Sheriff,  it  is  no  longer  a  legal  meeting  ^fter  it  is 
<liflblv(d  by  the  Sltriff,  fo  that  if  they  had  ele6^ed  another 
Chairman,  they  vvoie  hable  to  be  d'.fperfed,  according  to  the 
provifionsof  the  A<fh  My  learned  friend  is  furely  a  better  in- 
terpeterof  an  A (51  of  Parliament  than  I  can  pretend  to  be,  and 
when  he  (lievvs  that  this  is  not  the  true  conftrudtion  of  the  A6k 
ip  qucflion,  t  Hull  bow  with  humility  to  his  fupcrior  judg- 
ment, happy  t.)  find  tl)nt  the  ft*tute  is  lefs  mifchicvous  than  I 
have  alwavs  conceived  it  to  he,  and  lefs  opprellive  than  it  has 
been  fuppofed  to  be  by  t!ic»  public.  My  learned  Friend,  in  the 
fequel  of  his  fpecch,  urged  a  good  many  general  topics,  and 
aroons;  oihcrs^  after  allowing  that  the  country  was  in  a  critical 
fituari'on,  contended  tiiat  ir  can  he  favt d  only  by  a  proper  exercife 
of  the  vviidom  and  fui.ituv.ic  of  Paiiicmenr.  And  in  this  fen* 
timent  I  have  the  l.o:'»oiir  pcrfe6lly  to  coincide  with  him.  I 
zUo  agree  with  hiin  in  thir.king  that  it  is  not  by  defprmdency 
that  iL  furiuncs  are  raoft  likely  to  be  retrieved.     But  when  he 
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ftates  that  its  falvation  depends  upon  the  Houfe  of  Commons'* 
ading  with  a  fpirit  of  independence^  equally  beyond  the 
controul  of  popular  cabal  and  minifterial  influence,  thofe 
who  reft  its  fafety  upon  this  ground,  and  yet  do  not  defpond, 
muft  have  more  faith  than  reafon  in  their  creed. 

An  honourable  Gentleman  (Nfr.  Ellifon)  has  brought  a 
charge  againft  me  of  introducing  malice,  hatred  and  envy^ 
into  the  difcuffions  of  this  Houfe.  I  do  not  pretend  to  fay 
that  I  am  entirely  free,  more  than  others,  from  the  influence 
of  thefe  paflSons ;  but  I  believe  thofe  who  know  me  bed,  do 
not  confider  my  chara£ler  as  mofl  aflailable  on  thefe  grounds. 
I  am  alfo  accufed  of  arrogance  by  the  honourable  Gentleman. 
I  fhould  wi(h  to  know  what  he  means  by  arrogance.  Is  it 
arrogapt  for  a-Member  of  Parliament  to  propofe  the  repeal 
of  an  afe  in  one  feflion,  which  has  been  pafled  in  another? 
Is  it  arrogant  to  propofe,  that  one  Parliament  (hould  differ 
in  opinion  from  a  former  Parliament  r  If  this  is  Arrogance, 
away  with  all  freedom  of  debate!  Away  with  all  the  forms 
as  wel!  as  with  the  fpirit  of  the  Conftitution !  The  honour- 
able Gentleman  fays,  tTiat  it  is  not  from  talking  continually 
of  patriot! fm  that  men  deferve  the  chara£ler  of  patriots* 
I  have  a  great  opinion  of  the  honourable  gentleman's 
talents  and  doquence,  and  for  his  character  I  entertain  a 
vcxy  high  refpeS.  But  though  I  cannot  prefume  to  put 
myfelf  in  comparifon  with  him,  or  to  think  that  anv 
thing  that  comes  from  me  will  have  equal  weight  with 
the  Houfe  with  what  he  delivers,  yet  I  believe  I  am 
fully  as  .  far  inferior  to  him  in  the  art  of  praifing  myfelf 
as  in  ^argument  and  in  eloquence.  This  was  a  vice 
which  I  certainly  avoided  in  my  opening  fpeech,  nor 
do  I  know  upon  what  grounds  the  honourable  Gentleman 
preferred  the  accufation.  No  one  ever  heard  me  call  my- 
felf a  patriot,  either  in  this  or  in  any  other  debate.  It 
is  not  by  the  afluming  the  name,  but  by  a  conduft  worthy 
of  it,  that  a  man  can  juflify  his  claims  to  the  character. 
A  gallant  o^icer  (Colonel  Fullarton)  was  alfo  good  enough 
to  pafs  fome  flri£tures  upon  my  public  condud,  and  though 
he  feemed  to  have  come  prepared  to  extend  his  obfervations 
to  the  fubjefts  of  this  difcuflion,  he  flopt  fhort  after  having 
'  exprefTed  his  fentiments  upon  the  opinions  I  held,  ^and  the 
condud  I  purfued  at  the  beginning  of  the  war.  At  the 
time  when  thefe  opinions  were  exprefTed,  and  that  line 
of  condud  was  marked  out,  he  was  generous  and  gal- 
lant enough^  on  account  of  the  hoft  of  foes  which  I  had 

to 
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to  encounter,  to  fparc  me  the  pain  of  his  attack.  Being 
then  almoft  run  down  by  the  ftream  of  eloquence  in  the 
Houfe,  and  of  popular  opinion  in  the  country,  he  fcorned 
to  enlift  himfelf  under  the  banner  of  my  adverfaries.  But. 
now  when  many  have  changgd  their  opinion  refpeiJling  the 
origin  of  the  war,  and  I  am  not  fo  lingular  as  I  was,  the 
honourable  Gcntlepian  bravely,  gallantly,  and  heroically 
comes  forward  in  defence  of  the  caufe  which  he  finds 
has  lofl:  fome  of  its  fupporters  and  much  of  its  popula- 
rity. The  honourable  Gentleman  fays,  he  never  has  been 
acquainted  with  me ;  I  am  fure  I  was  once  happy  in  his 
acquaintance.  He  fays,  that  the  motion  which  I  have  had 
the  honour  to  make  this  evening,  is  a  part  of  a  fyftem  upon 
which  I  began  to  a£t  four  years  ago.  I  confefs  it  is  a  part 
of  the  fyftem  which  I  have  uniformly  recommended,  of 
tepreffing  fedition  by  conceffion,  and  of  promoting  the  hap- 
pinefs  and  profperity  of  the  people  by  the  extenfion  of  na- 
tional liberty..  If  this  is  the  fyftem  upon  which  1  am 
accufed  of  having  a£ted,  I  plead  guilty  to  the  charge,  and 
1  agree  with  the  honourable  Gentleman,  that  the  repeal  of 
the  Afts,  named  in  the  motion,  belongs  to  that  fyftem.  It 
has  been  ftarted  alfo,  as  an  objeSion,  that  this  is  an  im- 

f  roper  time  for  moving  their  repeal.  But  I  ihould  wifli  to 
^  now  why  it  is^  improper  ? — 'So  reafon,  that  I  recolleft, 
has  as  yet  been  afligned  to  juftify  the  allegation.  The  fanie 
Gentlemari  affirmed,  that  my  condu3  has  uniformly  tended 
to  render  the  country  contemptible  and  infecure.  If  this 
ihen  has  really  been  the  tendency  of  my  condudl,  as  the 
meafures  which  t  haVc  propofed  have  uniformly  been  re- 
jefied,  the- converfe  of  the  propofition  muft  be  .true;  and 
the  country,  in  confequence  of  the  principles  which  have 
been  a£led  upon,  and  the  meafures  which  have  been  adopted) 
muft  be  in  a  ftate  of  the  higheft  refpeSability  and  moft  un- 
doubted fecurity!  If  this  is  its  fituation,  fo  much  the  better; 
but  if,  according  to  my  humble  opinion,  the  country  is 
neither  refpeflable  nor  fecure,  I  may  be  allowed  the  fatis- 
faflion  of  thinking  that,  at  leaft,  it  is  not  owing  t6  thofe 
iheafures  which  I  have  propofed,  and  which  the  Houfe  has 
rejefled.  A  noble  Lord  (Morpeth)  who  fpoke  upon  the 
queftion,  as  he  did  upon  every  fubjed,  in  a  manner  which 
did  him  much  honour,  afked  if  this  was  the  time  for  them 
to  relax  from  their  vigilance,  and  to  fink  into  a  ftate  of  fe» 
curity ;  or,  whetlier  they  ought  not  ratherto  fortify  them- 
fclves  behind  their  entrenchments  ?  I  muft  beg  leave,  how- 
ever. 
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ever,  to  tell  the  noble  Lord,  that,  by  adopting  this  mode  of 
reafonins,  he  begged  the  queftion.  Allowing  that. there  is 
jiift  caufc  for  alarm,  it  remains  to  be  enquired  whether  the 
Bills  which  are  the  fubjeft  of  thii  evening's  difcuflion,  are 
fortiRcations  and  fafeguards.  If  they  were  well  conceived 
at  firft,  s^nd  if  they  operate  as  anodynes  to  the  difcon-' 
tent  which  may  at  prefent  exift,  then  they  ought  not  to 
be  repealed.  But  the  whole  of  my  argument  went  to 
fhew,  that  they  tend  to  exafperate,  and  not  to  foothc 
the  wound ;  to  increafe,  and  not  to  diminifh  the  fymptoobs 
of  the  djfeafe.  The  fyftem  which  I  have  recommended  is 
— ^That  Government  ought  to  make  partial  facrifices  of 
power  to  fecnre  the  remainder  J  and  to  beware  of  encroach-, 
ing  on  jthe  liberty  of  the  Subjed,  left  the  Subje£t  ihould  ba 
provoked' to  attack  the  prerogative  of  the  Crown. 

I  faid  in  my  fpeech  in  the  opening  of  this  fubjefl — "  Look 
at  Ireland;"  I  was  anfwered  by  the  learned  Serjeant,  who 
deiired  you  to  decline  taking  any  view  of  Ireland,  but  ex- 
horted you  to  look  at  home  ;  and  then,  in  enumerating  the 
advantages  which  he  thinks  have  been  produced  by  thefe 
Bills,  he  inftanced  the  flop  they  have  pbt  to  the  correfpon- 
dences  of  certain  Societies  in  this  country  with  France.  I 
cannot  conceive,  how  that  can  be  faid  to  have  been  the  efFeft 
of  thefe  Bills ;  for  that  correfpondence  was  antecedent  by 
feveral  years  to  the  pafling  of  thefe  Bills,  at  Icaft  the  only 
correfpondence  of  that  kind  that  I  have  ever  heard  of.  I 
fpeak  only  of  what  I  know;  I  do  not  know  what  the  learned 
Sergeant  may  have  been  made  acquainted  with  in  the  coutfe 
of  his  attendance  in  aid  of  the  King'^  council,  in  their  ^n- 
onirics  into  confpiracies.  It  was  for  that  reafon  that  I  af- 
lerted,  that  I  knew  of  none  of  the  difcontents  which  thefe 
Bills  had  put  an  end  to.*  I  was,  therefore,  furprifed  to 
hear  that  fort  of  merit  attributed  to  thefe  Bills.  That 
correfpondence  with  France  was  over  long  before  we  heard' 
any  thing  of  thefe  bills ;  it  was  a  correfpondence  of  which 
you  now  apprehend  no  danger,  and  therefore  tiiere  did  not  ap- 
pear to  me  to  be  any  neccffity  of  alluding  to  it-;  but  the  Ctua-' 
tion  of  Ireland  is  not  free  from  danger ;  and  it  did  appear  to 
me  to  be  neceffary  to  allude  to  the  ftate  of  that  country  when 
we  have  before  us  a  queftion  of  policy,  which  has.fome  fimi- 
larity  to  the  meafure  which  we  arc  now  difcuffing. 

The  learned  Serjeant  then  proceeded  to  ftate,  that  the 
bills  in  queftion  were  very  much  mifreprefented  by  thofe  who 
oppofed  theni.     Some  mifreprefentation  is  perhaps,  an  evil 

infeparable 
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infcparablc  from  any  mcafure  that  is  neve,  efiJecialljr  from  that 
which  is  naturally  alarming ;  thefc  mi freprefen rations  have 
been  magnified  and  mifapplied  ;  that  which  would  have  been 
a  mifreprefentPtion  of  the  bills  after  they  were  'altered  in.  the 
Hdufe  of  Commons,  was  a  fair  defer! ption  of  them  when  they 
were  introduced,  for  we  cannot  forget  the  v^ry  material  altera- 
tions that  were  made  in  them.  He  has  applied,  what  was 
juftly  faid  of  them  at  firft,  to  what  they  were  afterwards  made, 
arid  then  calls  a  mifreprefentation  a  mode  of  difcuffing'  the 
ftibjefl,  which  I  could  hardly  have  expe£led  from  the  well 
Inowh  good  fenfe,  as  well  as  candour,  of  the  learned  Serjeant. 
Bnthe  faysalfo,  that  when  thefe  bills  were  read  by  the  public 
they  were  generally  approved,  I  do  not  know  how  far  that 
approbation  extended,  but  1  do  know  that  there  were  aflbcia- 
tions  entered  into  for  the  purpofe  of  purfuing  all  legal  means 
for  obtaining  their  repeal.  Of  thofe  afTociations  it  cannot  be 
rxpeded  I  mould  exactly  know  the  number,  but  I  can  affure 
the  Houfe  they  were  coufiderabl  for  number,  arid  highly  re- 
^ftablcfor  chara6ler.  True  it  is  they  have  not  come  to  this 
Hoafe  in  a  regular  way  to  exprefs  their  fenfe  upon  that  fub- 
jtSt  ;  but  it  muft  be  remembered  that  the  very  nature  of  the 
bills  thcmfelvcs  contributed  to  render  any  regular  'means  to 
call  for  their  repeal  extremely  diflScult.  I  will  admit,  how- 
ever, that  thefe  bills  are  forgotten  by  the  public.  Why  ?  be- 
caufc  events  have  crouded  around  fo  haftily,  that  we  have 
hardly  had  time  to  think  fufficiently  long  upon  any  thing.  I 
gave  an  early  notice  this  feflion,  which  I  have  now  fubmitted 
to  the  Houfe.  After  that  came  the  queftion  offending  money 
to  the  Emperor  without  the  confent  of  Parliament;  before 
this  could  be  properly  confidered,  came  the  ftoppage  of  pay- 
ment at  the  Bank ;  then  came  the  ftate  of  Ireland  ;  then 
another  fubje£l  which  we  have  lately  been  difcuffing.  Thefe 
were  points  which  diverted  the  attention  of  this  Houfe  and 
the  public  from  thefe  bills.  I  do  admit  that  whatever  I  may 
think  of  thefe  Bills,  adminiftration  had  made  a  powerful  diver- 
fipn  of  the  public  mind  upon  them  (not  like  their  diverfions 
upon  the  continent),  they  have  contrived  to  give  new  evils, 
new  difadersy  new  calamities  almoft  every  day,  as  the  day 
came,  ever  fince  the  opening  of  the  prefent  feffion,  and  there- 
fore there  is  no  wonder  that  the  Houfe  and  the  public  have 
thought  fo  little  lately  upon  the  fubjeft  of  thefc  bills.  But  I 
am  told  to-night  I  have  endeavoured  to  make  this  Houfe  con- 
temptible in  the  eyes  of  the  public.  I  ^ant  to  know  on  what 
the  honourable  Gentleman  who  accufes  me  founds  that  ac- 
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cufatioH  ?  I  have  not  been  at  any  public  meeting  to  declare 
the  opinion  which  I  entertain  of  this  Houfe  of  Commons. 
Whenever  I  fliall  be  in  a  place  where  that  is  neceffiry,  I 
fhall  declare  what  I  think  of  this  Houfe  of  Commons,  andJ 
(hall  feel  nodiffizulty  in  doin^  fo.  And  although  I  have  beea 
char;^ed  with  arrofj:ance  to  night,  1  feel  as  little  difficulty  ir^ 
declaring  that  1  do  for  myfcir  and  for  thofe  with"  whom  I 
have  the  honour  of  adding,  wifh,  and  have  endea^olired  to 
draw  the  public  to  make  a  comparifon  between  our  coudnfi 
and  that  of  thofe  whom  we  have  oppofed  in  the  courfe  of  t-le 
prefent  war.  I  fav  we  are  arrogant  enough  :  to  thinlt  that 
iuch  comparifon  will  be  to 'our  advantage.  But  the  honoura« 
hie  Gentleman  thinks  that  the  Houfe  of  Commons  have  done 
their  duty,  although,  by  way  of  parenthcfis,  he  dated  that  hc;^ 
thought  in  many  jx)ints  the  Minifters  were  to  blame.  How' 
unfortunate  it  is  that  he  has  never  exprefled  by  hrs  fpeech,  01; 
even  once  by  his  vote,  the  points  upon  ^vhjeh  ne' was  ^fo  corv- 
vinctfd.  The  tlbufe  of  Commons,  it  fec'ms,  is  a  chedc  upon 
Executive  Government.  Itexercifera  tonrroiil  over  the  et- 
penditure'of  ^he  public  money.  Tfiis  5s  an  affertiou  that, 
cofnes  from  an  honourable  member  who  is  offended  with  the 
freedom  which  is  t^ken  with-  this  Hgufe,  after  it  has  refufed 
!!h'cenfure  the  Minifter  fof'rrfaking  a  clandeltine  and  ilt<?ga][| 
loan  to  the  Emperor  ;  after  it  is  notorious  that  the  iVtinifter, 
Ijbld  us  that  18  millions' were  fuffiti^nffor  the  ferv^ce  of  the^ 
year,  and  then  we  find  that  fix  and  thirty  are  infuffici^nt.  ex;* 
eecding  what  Parliament  evei*  did  befij^i',  .in  the  amount  of  the| 
fum,  and  fefufing  to  cenfure  th'i  Wifiifter  for  a  clandeftine 
and  illegal*  fending  away  of  the  puTilrc  money;  we  are  told* 
that  the  Parliament  is  a  chetk  upon  the  Executive  Govefn- 
ment,  thaft  the  Houfe  of  tommons  has  exercifed  or  Vnight  to' 
^ercifc,  a  c6'ntrotiro(^r*ffic^5ipc*h^irarc'of  the  public;  money. 
T1ie*li*nburableGdn^temaii,lf'lTr' will. have  tile  words,  has' 
not  made- his  Wcty  to  my  compre*ienfion  j  'I.  wint  (^ilher  un- 
derftanding  or  credulity  to  keep  pace  with  him,  wh^n  he  fays, 
dnt'the  Houfe  of  Commons  is  a  check  arid  con  troul  over,  the 
Ex^ctitive  Government  in  the  Expenditure  of  the  public* 
money;  1  alfo  wafnt  faith  when  he' afks  me  to  corifider  that 
thofe  only  arepiatriors  who  a£t  as  htf  dbes,  who  vote  aliVays 
with  the  Minifler,  although  they- fee 'in  his  conduft  many 
points  that  are  to  blame.  But  it  is-fa^d  that  the  authority  of 
Fariiament  imuft  be  fupported,  th^t  it  ihould  be  eftcemed  by 
the  public.  If  it  be  fo,  the  way  t6  poffejs  that  eftcem  is  not* 
for  the  majority  to  praifc  itfelf,  s^rid.  follow  implicilly  the  dic- 
Voi.  III.  1797.  2  H  tates 
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tatesof  a  Minifter,  but  fhew  its  claim  to  that  efteem  by  it 
a6lion$  ;  to  be  jealous  and  prone  to  enquiry,  not  confident  in 
2^  Minifter,  and  carclefs  of  the  tendency  of  his  meafures.  It 
i^  contrary  to  the  common  fcnfc  of  mankind  in  all  the  afisiirs 
of  this  world  that  confidence  ihould  follow  fiiilure.  The 
honourable  Gentleman  fays,  that  fuccefs  cannot  be  commanded 
by  human  power  ;  certainly  not ;  but  is  mi  (lake  a  ground  of 
confidence  ^  Is  misfortune  a  ground  of  confidence  ?  Is  failute 
aground  of  confidence?  If  they  are,  then  Miniflers  are  en- 
mled  to  an  ample  fhare  of  it.  But  will  the  public  alfow  that 
thefc  ?re  juft  claims  to  confidence  ?  When  they  fee  that  this 
Hbufe  increafes  in  its  confidence  in  proportion  as  miftake, 
failure,  and  misfortune  appear,  they  will  be  apt  to  tliink  there 
is  fome  caufe  which  is  not  avowed  by  this  Houfe  for  the  con- 
fidence they  place  in  the  Minifler.  1  cannot  help  purfuing 
this  idea  a  little  further,  for  this  doi^rine  of  confidence  is  af- 
fuming  a  new  fhape.  I  well  remember  the  admmiftration 
of  the  Tate  Earl  of  Guildford.  He  failed  u\  the  progrefs  of  the 
fate  American  war,  but  I  do  not  recolle(Sl  that  his  failure^ 
wiere  ft^tied  by  his  advocates  as  any  ground  for  continuing,  ftill 
for  ihcfeaHng  confidence  in  his  adminiAration.  Bm.  the  (if^oft 
extraordinary  point  of  all  is,  that  we  are  defired,  and  almofl 
ODminanded,  by  fome  Gentlemen  to  be  unairimous  now  in 
tnis  Hoijfe  in  fupport  of  the  Minifters.  What  does  this  modeft 
Gentleman  propofe^  who  accufes  me  of  arrogances.  He  t^inkst 
there  are  jBany  points  in  the  condudl  of  Minifters  for  whicl^ 
tjiey  were  to  blame  ;  but  now  we  have  a  compJetie ,  pr<?pf  of 
tneir  merit,  it  is  patriotifm  itfelf  to  confide  in  them  pow,  for 
they  have  completely  failed  in  every  thing  they  have  mider-* 
taken.  I  think  this  js  aOs^ing  a  little  more  than  t^iofe  vyho^ 
con^plain  of  the  arrogance  of  others  have  a  right  to  afk 

But  it  feems  this  is  not  a  time  when,  you  (hould  tell  the 
people  they  have  any  grievances.  This  is  a  couDUy  ^O 
which  every  perfon  can  gradually  become  rich  by  the  exer* 
tions  of  his  own  induftry.  The  honourable  Gentleman  who» 
fpoke  laft  hinted  that  to  b^.  his  own  fituati  n  by  the  exertion 
df  his  anceftor.  But  I  apprehend  that  this  preaching  of  the 
profperity  of  a  few  will  not  tend  much  to  fatisfy  the  many  ; 
to  talk  of  profperity  to  thofe  who  do  not  feel  it,  is  not  the 
way  to  gain  many  converts*  When  you  feel  that  the  people 
are  falling  into  a  general  defpondency ;  when  you  feel  that' 
you  are  approaching  a  dangerous  crifis,  for  fo  you  are,  it  is 
fiplly  to  attempt  to  difguifc  it ;  is  that  4  time  for  you  to  fay 
to  the  publiCj  *  do  not  mind  public  bufinefs,  mind  only  your 

now 
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own  private  concerns ;  confidence  in  tlu^  Executrve  Govern-^ 
ment  that  has  brought  upon  you  your  prefent  calamities,  for 
they  alone  can  (ave  you  from  utter  ruin.'     Is  that  a  time  to 

f  reach  to  them  of  the  propriety  of  their  indiflRsrence  ?  No ! 
t  is  a  time  in  which  you  fhall  call  upon  them  to  join  in  the 
public  concern.  You  (hould  therefore  not  contrad  the  fen- 
timents  of  the  people,  you  fliould  expand  them.  I  am  fure 
you  will  never  fucceed  by  any  theory,  however  ingenious, 
that  has  for  its  ohjcSt  the  filencing  of  the  public  voice.  The 
ftate  of  the  knowledge  of  mankind  will  not  admit  of  your  at* 
tempting  it.  If  it  be  your  objedl  to  get  through  your  prefent 
difSculty,  you  muft  give  to  the  people  the  advantages  of  po^ 
pular  government  in  fubftance,  inftead  of  attempting  to 
amufe  them  with  imaginary  excellence.  I  did  not  intend  to 
make  thefe  obfervations  when  I  brought  this  fubjeA  forward, 
but  they  became  neceflkry  in  confequence  of  what  fome  gen- 
tlemen thought  fit  to  fay  this  night. 

.  Mt.  Ch^bnmdeley  was  of  opinion,  that  to  fepeai  diofe  bills 
during  the  prefent  critical  fituation,  was  to  revive  fisdition, 
which  they  confiderably  tended  to  reprefs  and  extinguiih, 
and  confequently  to  fniftrate  the  falutary  efFeds  which  they 
had  already  fo  fortunately  produced.  The  prefent  admini- 
ftration  had,  in  his  mind,  adopted  no  meafures  more  timely, 
more  prudent,  more  conftitutional,  or  more  friendly  to  free- 
dom>  than  the  introducing  and  pafllng  thofe  bills,  to  which 
he  was  bold  to  fay  we  were  indebted  for  the  prefervation  of 
our  liberties,  our  conftitution,  aiid  our  lives  ;  and  viewing 
fhem  in  X\M  light,  he  would  give  a  decided  negative  to  the 
prefent  motion.    '  y 

The  queftion  was  how  loudly  called  for,  and  th6  Houfe 
divided  on  Mr.  Fox's  motion. 

Noes^  —  a6o 

Ayes,  —  52 

Majority  ao8 

Adjourned  at  ten  o'clock. 

HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 
Wednesday,  May  24. 

SCOTS  APPEAL. 

'     Their  Lordfliips  heard  Counfel  relative  to  the  Scots  Ap- 
peal, whetibin  William  Gibfon  of  Edinburgh,  merchant,  was 
a  H  2  appellant 
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appellant,  and  Alexander  Wight  and  Robert  Playfair, 
writers  to  the  Signet,  Truftecs,  of  the  Sequeftratcd  Edate  of 
John  Jackfon  ot  the  Theatre- Royal,  Edinburgh,  were  re- 
fpondents. 

After  a  long  hearing,  of  Meffrs.  Anftruther  and  Adam,  for 
the  appellant,  and  the  Attorney-General  and  Mr.  Nowian 
for  the  refpondents,  the  Lord  Chancellor  moved  the  Houfe 
to  affirm  the  decree  of  the  Scots  Court,  in  a  caufe^  where, 
he  obferved,  a  pure  and  ample  fpirit  of  litigation  had  been 
manifefted,  and  to  attach  the  full  amount  of  recognizance, 
and  200I.  as  cods,  to  the  appealing  party — Which  was  order- 
ed accordingly.^ 

The  various  bills  upon  the  table  were  forwarded  in  their 
refpeQive  (lages. 

Several  bills  were  brought  up  from  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, and  read  a  fir  ft  time. 

hoxi  Auckland  moved  for  the  produdlion  of  a  variety  of 
State  papers,  which  were  ordered  to  be  laid  before  the  Houfe. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Wednesday,  May  24. 

Lord  Stopford  reported  the  anfwer  of  his  Majefty  to  the  ad- 
drefs  of  congratulation  from  the  Houfe  on  the  marriage  of 
the  Princefs  Royal. 

Mr.  yt'kyl  moved  for  the  addition  of  fcveral  names  to  the 
Committee  appointed  to  take  into  confideration  the  cafe  of 
Mr.  Palmer,  late  of  the  Poft-OfBce",  as  alfo  certain  docu- 
ments to  be  referred  to  that  Committee. 

Ordered. 

Sir  ^.  Dolben  brought  up  the  b  11  for  regulating  the  (hip- 
ping and  carrying  flaves  in  Britifh  velFels  from  the  coaft  of 
Africa,  which  was  read  a^rd  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a 
fecond  time  on  Friday. 

The  Houfe,  in  a  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  on  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Rofe,  agreed  to  the  new  duty  on  all  Proraif- 
fory  notes,  as  dated  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  in 
opening  the  Budget,  and  alfo  to  a  duty  of  61.  on  admiflion 
into  offices  of  a  certain  annual  income,  &c.  Report  ordered 
to  be  received  the  next  day.  Further  Committee  on  Ways 
and  Means  on  Friday. 

The  bill  for  empowering  his  Majefty  to  draw  out  and  cm- 

bo.^.y 
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body  the  Militia  in  the  Tower  Hamlets,  pafled  a  Cointnit«»  ^ 
tee  of  the  whole  Houfe.      The  report   was  received  im- 
mediately,  read,  agreed  to,  aod  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  in* 
grofled. 

Sir  John  Sinclair  poftponed  to  the  next  fefllon  the  further 
progrefs  of  the  bill  for  dividing,  allotting,   and*  incloGng' 
Wade  Lands,  and  for  holding  them  in  feveralty.    The  other 
bill  for  inclofmg  Wafte  Lands  by  agreement  between  the 

Earties  intero^led,  &c.  pafled  the  Committee  of  the  whole 
loufe,  and  the  report  was  orrdered  to  be  received  on  Tuef- 
day. 

^The  adjourned  debate  on  the  Corn  exportation  bill,  under 
certain  limitations,  &c.  was  refumed,  and  the  bill  was  pafled 
on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Ryder,  and  ^he  acquiefcence  of  Mr. 
Whitbrcad. 

INCREASE    OF    PAY  TO    THfi  ARMY. 

The  Houfe  have  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  Sup«* 
ply,  and  the  edimates,  prefented  on  Monday  laft,  being  re- 
ferred to  the  faid  Committee, 

The  Secretary  at  PFar  faid,  that  the  refolution  which  he 
fliould  have  to  propofe  to  ,the  Committee,  was  grounded 
upon  the  edi  mates  before  them.  All  perfons  acquainted 
with  army  affairs  muft  fee  the  nrceflliy  of  increafing  the  pay 
of  certain  clafles  in  that  fervice;  and  that  fuch  neceflity 
either  cxilled  now,  or  that  the  nicafure  mufl  be  adopted 
wiihiiv  fome  lime  not  very  diftant  from  the  prefent,  on  ac- 
count of  the  grea  increafe  in  the  price  of  every  neceflary  of 
life  fmcc  the  vt- ry  diltapt  period  when  the  allowances  were 
made  which  fhe  foKlicrs  of  the  army  hitherto  enjoyed.  A 
certain  allowance,  had  been  made  about  four  years  ago  to 
every  foldier,  called  Bread- money ;  and,  previous  to  that 
time,  many  perfons  thought  it  wa^  very  difficult  for  a  foldier 
to  exift  on  his  pay.  It  was  a  confideration  of  this  kind  which 
had  induced  his  Majcih  to  allo.v  that  increafe  of  pay  called 
firead-money.  Belidcs  this,  the  foldiers  received,  fince  that 
time,  another  afTiftance,  which  was  efFc£led  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Duke  of  York.  This  was  an  extra  allowance  of 
bread  and  meat,  in  times  of  great  fcarciiy.  Notwithflanding 
thefe  increafcs,  fomething  was  ft  ill  to  be  done,  in  order  to 
make  the  fitiation  of  the  foldier  more  comfortable.  The 
neceflity,  however,  of  fuch  a  meafure  was  not  fo  great,  but 
that  it  might  be  difpenfed  witb  for  fome  time  longer ;  but  as 

the 
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the  other  great  branch  of  the  Military  Department  had  lately 
become  an  objeA  of  public  con fideration)  and  as  the  LegiflaF- 
ture  had  granted  to  them  (the  Navy)  an  encreafe  of  pay,  he 
conceived  it  to  be  extremely  proper  that  a  fimilar  attention 
and  afli fiance  (honld  be  given  to  the  army  at  the  prefent  tirtie, 
provided  the  fubjeA  was  maturely  weighed  and  confidered  by 
the  Houfe.     The  Committee  muft  then  perceive,  that  they 
tvere  coming  to  this  bufinefs  without  any  embarraflment ; 
for  no  applications  whatever  had  come  from  the  army  for  an 
increafe  of  pay  ;  and  their  condufk  was  not  only  'free  from 
blame,  but  fo  highly  meritorious,  that  they  were  entitled  to 
ievery  attention  from  the  Legiflature,  and  to  an  equalparttci- 
pation  of  advantages  with  the  Naval  Department.     That  the 
great  body  of  men  who  compofed  this  latter  branch,  they 
who  had  ever  been  the  mod  loyal  of  thofe  to  whom  the  de- 
fence of  the  country  had  been  entrufted,  and  thofe  who  had 
ever  been  the  darling  objefts  of  the  Britifli  nation,  that  they 
{hould  fo  far  forget  their  allegiance  as  to  prcfs  their  applica- 
tion, without  fufficient  reafon,  to  the  extent  they  had  done, 
was  matter  of  great  regret  and  furprife.     But  there  was  one 
circumftance,  of  which  gentlemen  were  not  aware:  they  did 
not  fully  know  the  extent  and  aftivity  of  the  diabolical  arts 
that  had  been  praftifed  to  feduce  the  leamen  of  the  fleet  from 
their  duty.     Thefe  were  the  true  effefts  of  that  fpirit  of  Ja- 
cobinifm  which  bad  been  fpreading  through  the  country  for 
fome  years  paft,  and  which,  with  incdTant  exertions,  equal- 
led only  by  its  innate  malignity,  was  making  the  fame  at- 
tempts upon  the  arrAy,  which  however  were  hitherto  with- 
out fuccefs,  and  which  were  rejeSed  by  the  foldiers,  except 
in  a  few  draggling  indances.     If,  therefore,  uncfer  all  cir- 
cumdances,  in  the  midd  of  all  thefe  endeavours  and  tempta- 
.tions,  the  army  dill  continued  firm  in  its  allegiance,  the 
Houfe  would  fee  the  neceflity  of  giving  the  foldiers  every 
relief  which  their  fituation  might  require.     Under  this  per- 
fuafion,  he  would  date  to  the  Committeej  the  propofition  he 
meant  to  bring  forward  that  day,  and  which  related  only  to 
the  foldiers.  There  was,  however,  another  propofition  which 
he  intended  to  lay  before  the  Houfe  on  fbme  future  dayj 
which  was  to  extend  relief  to  the  fubalterns  of  the  army. 
There  would  be  another  edimate  on  this  fubjed  ;  and  this, 
with  fome  arrangements  that  were  to  be  made,  obliged  him 
to  podpone  the  confideration  of  it  for  a  ihort  time  longer. 
He  thought  it  neceflary  then  to  date,  that  this  relief  was  not 

to 
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|w<€Xfei»M  beyond  the  fubaltetn  ofiicors  of  tbe  line,  whofe 
Tituarittti  was  more  embarraflcd  than  that,  of  any  other  d^»- 
fcription  of  the  Military  Dcparttnent,  aiid  who  had  the  moft 
claims  on  tht  confideration  of  Parliament.  With  refpefl  to 
the  intended  augmentation  of  pay  to  the  privates  and  non-- 
com miflioned  officers,  he  would  take  a  foot-foldier  for  a 
general  (laiidard,  it  being  meant  to  propofe  an  equal  increafe 
tfaroaghom,  to  infantry  imri" cavalry.  Every  private  footl 
foldier  at  prefent  coft  the  public  iid.  three  farthings  a  day, 
Thip  fum  Tie -'drifted  t^  (Extend  to  is.  'd.  halipcnuy.  This 
additioR  would  make  to  the  public  a  di  '^erence  of  id.  thre* 
farthings  only  ;  but  to  the  foldier  it  would  be  an  increafe  of 
2d.  fubjefl  at  the  fame  time  to  a  fmall  deficiency.  In  ordcfr 
that  the  e^fnmittee  might  undcrftand*  this-  ftatemenr,  hd 
would  in ftirhl  thertl  orthe  diftribiltlon  o(  a*  foUliei^'s  pay\ 
which  might  be-confidercd  undrr  five  diiFtfrcnt  articles.  I  irft^ 
he  received- 6d.  ^  day  for  fubnitcnce;  next,  id.  farthing  i 
day  called  Con folidated  allowances,  and  put  into  that  forni 
by  the  DuKe  of  York  ;  after  that,  were  two  allowances  of  si 
penny  ^  day  each,  for  bread  and  meat,  which  were  nTade  by 
Government,-  in  order  to  mike  up  to, the  foldier  the  differ- 
ence between  the  fixed  andcbrrent  price  of  th6(e*  articl^sr 
One  of  thcfe  was  fixed  to  a  jifenny  a  day  ;  the  ^thcr'  might  b^ 
lef§  than  a  peniiV,.  be<;;iuPc  'thtfprice  of  met  itiighV  hd' lower* 
at  one/time  than  at  anuth^^K*'  4'!u<?  allowance,  therefore,  'be- 
ing commtited',  and  mlid<i'  j^  od  i!i  fiitnic  to  ib'-  foldier  as  an 
entire 'penny,  would  ferVe  to'iriake  up  tt.i?  diiLrcncc  whicli 
he  had  juffitated.  'Thetalf  article  related  to  that  fur  \  whicJi 
from  eariy  times  had  bcen'allowed  to  foldicrs  in  bai'ravlvs  fof 
beer  money,  and  which,  wUjle  in  quarters,  was' at  ff  j'cx- 


teller  at  prcfcnt  received  vvas  J: d.' far-. 

tljipg^  a  day.^  Put  T)y'  the  arrangement  which  Goveinment 
would  form .'^aridby  leaving  tfie  application  of  the  moi.jy  in 
fome  inftanpes  to  himfelf,  Tie  would  have  a  clear  addition  of 
7^  a  <|av  more';  whjle  the  addition:;!  charge  to  thj  public  as^ 
he  ftatcd  before,  would, only  amount  to  id.. thrpe  farthings-' 
The  aHowance  would  j)e  the  fame  to  infantry  and  cavalry, 
and  wfiaVevcr  allowance  thcj  pad  had  before,  would  ftill  be. 
continued  to  them.  The  additional  fum  allowed  to  a  corporal 
would  be  7^d,  halfpenny,  and  to  a  fcrjeant  3d.  He  did  not. 
think  it  neccfTary  to  go  into  any  more  details  on  this  fubjedt/ 
concerning  which  he  did  not  conceive  there  would  be  any  dif- 
ference 
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ikrencetof  opiniotv.  Geiifletncn  itiroulil  be  ready  itobm(ei|NR» 
•the  meafure  he  AidaM  on  ahother  day  propofe  ferthetrc^f  of 
fobalterns.  At  prefent  he  wooid  conclude  by  makring  a  »efo^ 
•lution  on  the  firft  eftimatei,  nbaiely^*^*  That  a  iioni,  noceat-'^ 
ceeding  224,0001.  be  granted  to  his  Majefty  lowanis  defraying 
the  additional  charges  in  the  augmeocation'  of  rpaiy  .tardus  pri^ 
vatcs  and  non-com miffioned  ofiicersof  theiartnyvtoheiiocuiired 
from  the  a^th  of  May  1797,  uprto  tl>e  24thTof  ©gownbcn  fct^  • 
lowing.*'  .  .  ..    >        .-."  .  .J  i  -,:  ,... 

,  Mr.  fy.  Smith  obfervcd,  that  much  having  bcca-f^rdf  On  the 
{uUjci^l.  of  mifreprefentation  out  of  doors*  he  iboul4  g^Matd 
himfelf  in  what  he  had  to  fay  in  fuch  a  mant)er«  he  hoped,  as 
V^CMild  not  b^  ^mifunderftoo^.  No  one  could  be  inprc(poiivip(;i^d 
<^ap  he  was,  th^t  th§  pr^fent  .pay  of  the  foicji^r  wA|  top  itt^XU 
l^g.^uJd  not  n»ake  anyoK^rv^jtionson,  the  detail  of  diQ:fuh^ 
y^Oi^A'qv  he  .was  aware  that  he  was  jiot  quali^^d  to: do  fa;  Jbut 
Kheo  thiSfiybjedl  was  brought  ipr^afd^by  |;he  Chancellor  of 
jhe  Exchequer,  tlie  otl\?r  day,,  be  cftUed  on  the  Mmif^rto  cx«. 
plain  the  ofjder  that  had  keen  n)ade«  ,t>y  calling  for  the  fopy  pf 
X\\e  niiJ^vtcs  of  in  the  Orderly  BooK,.reUtiy^  tqthi^  fuhjeft.  It 
vras  hiiitod  tf>.him  that  ito  official  iqtimation  tv^d  bbtn  givep^' 
ajfid  probabfy.ffon^  could  be  found  la  the  booic. !,  But  he  was 
^)yare  that  an.pffiolal  con)munic^ion  ,W9s  ma4e  to  tho  Guards, 
on  iilonday'fe'n night  laft,.  as  ^jiwcd*  [He  read,jhc  cpninw* 
nicatiop,  which  has  already  appeared.]  Nojv»  .whc|bcr  tjiKS 
was  or  was  not  entered  in  the  Orderly  Book»fnade,  inH|jts  view 
of  the  .master,  no  difference  whatever,,  for,  np  fcrj€;|nt.  would 
bave  ventured  to  make  that  comn7Ux)\ca|i<)n  xo^ht  |pUJiof^  ifihe.  ' 
ba<|  not  received  orders  tOr  do  .|ij>.;'  and  iio  orders.ccHiid  bavft 
come  frooa  apy  but  his, Majefty jS^MIniftcrs.     It  wasf^i^^,  tria^ 


been  made  to  thcHoufe  fooner  tlian  it  wiasl  '  Hefaw  no  ri^t< 
why  a  communication  (hoQ id  ii)iVe  feee^  made  tb;  th9^,aB^ 
previous  to  tliat  which  was  made  to-ParJiamept!'  '  Viicq^&\\t 
that  it  was  only  through  the  intervention  "of  Parliihif^tit  that' 
t^is  mcafure,  however  ileceffary,  could  B^  legally  car/iea  li>ro*y 
execution.  He  therefore  thought;  that  as, there  was  nJjdiniiei^ 
apprehended,'  that  the  commuoHrdtipn  thould  have  firft  bcprf 
made  to  Parliament,  This  was  rkht  in  a  conftitutional  ^^ieW;* 
and  was  right  alfo  upon  pra&ical  .OTefl,  becaufe  whsrtcVet  there- 
could  be  deemed  of  grace  or  fsfvodr  in'thc  meafuiej  it  ought  to 
come  from  Paihament,  and  not  from  the  Mrniftcr.-  ^-The-E**'* 
ccutive  Government  had  made  a  promife  t6  tfecfoldfcrs  before 

.    -^     they 
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ihej  csme  ta Parliament.  He  did  not  chufe  to  impute  bad  mo- 
tives to  Minifters,  bat  he  could  not  help  ohfenring,  that  fuch ' 
pradices  tended  to  flicw,  chat  we  were  probably  brought  under' 
a  loiiiury  GovernmeiK.  The  manner  in  which  this  was  done* 
appeared  to  him  not  only  to  be  unconftituttonal,  but  to  be  of' 
tlie  moft  dangerocrs  tendency. 

The  CbanccHor  ofthf  Exchequtf  faid,  that  the  proper  way  to 
judge  of  the  profent  fubje6i  was  to  coniider,   whether,  at  the' 
time  that  it  was  in   the    contemplation  of  Government  to 
ianprove  the  fitaation  of  the  foidiers,  it  was  not  advifable  to  tell' 
tiiem  of  fuch  a  circumftance  having  been  determined  upon.^ 
This  was  the  mode  of  proceeding -whidi  had  been  recbunmended' 
by  that  illufirious  perfonage  who  was  at  the  head  of  his  Ma^' 
jelly's  land  forces.     He  did  not  conceive  that  the  fmilkft  id^a^ 
could  dwell  on  any  man's  mind,  that  it  could  for  a  moment  be^ 
implied,  that  thefc  things  were  not  to  be  done  bv  Parliament.- 
After  fuch  a  meafure  had  keen  determined  on  by  Government,'- 
the  queftion  was,  whether  there  might  not,  in  the  opinion' of 
the  Commander  in  Chief,  have  been  good  ^r.ifons  for  makivig' 
a  communication  on  the  fubjedt  to  the  foidiers  of  the  Guardsi^ 
Thisqueflion  he  would  leavetothecandour  of  the  Houfe  ;»'and^ 
it  could  be  no  contradi£iion  to  it  to  fay,  that,:  while  every  dtit-- 
bolicol  |va<5iice  which  the  adlive  malu^e  of  Jacbbinifm  could* 
fi;gge(l,  had  been  ufed  to  debauch  the  foidiers ,  they  had  re-^ 
nutiiied  unshaken  in  their  loyalty  and  attadiment  to  their 
country  and  their  Sovereign.     Would  it  have  been  advifabte  td* 
fufier  them  to  remain  expofed  to  all  thofe  wicked  artifiees, 
mrithoQt  letting  them  know  what  the  b6ne«6lence  of  their  80-'^ 
verrtgn  was  intending  for  their  relief?  He  hoped  there  coaldbi^ 
nofufpicion  that  the  (lep  had  been  taken  from  any  improper* 
iBOtive.     With  ref^£L  to  Parliament  not  having  it  in  its  power 
to  refufe  the  promife  made  by  the  Executive  Government; 
witliout  incurring  odium,  he  would  aik  in  that  view,  how  any 
thing  could  be  propofed?  And  it  was  well  known   that'the 
Houfe  could  x^ytGi  any  thing  which  'Government  might  have' 
announced.     The  Houfe  therefore  could  be  .under  no  kmd  of 
embarraffinent  in  confequence  of  the  tranfadlion  having  comtf ' 
forward  in  its  preient  ibape.     Therefore  he  would  appeal  to 
ibe  candour  of  the  Houfe,  and  hope  thac  a  fuhjcif^  of  fo  great  • 
importance  might  nor  be  embarrafied  by  any  diicuilion  of  that 
kind  which  had  been  ftarted  by  the  honourable  Gentleman. 

General  TarUton  apprpved  of  the  alkMvancc  low  proj,»ofed  to* 
be  made  to  the  foidiers;  but  cenfured  the  unconfVitutronal 
manner  in  which  Mipifters  bad  negleded  to  ccmniunicate  the 
matter  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons.     He  C9iiidered  this  ss  a 
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^part  6f  the  fyftem  of  his  Majefty's  Minifters,  as  they  had 
evinced  by  the  manner  in  which  they  h&d  kept  hack  the  efti- 
4iiatf8  of  the  expences  of  barracks  until  feme  of  them  were  al- 
190ft  bttUt ;  and  by  their  fending  money  abroad  without  the 
cppfent  of  Piarliament. 

Mr.  fmitb  explained.  He  faid  it  would  be  impoffible  for 
tbe  Houfe  DOI  tQ  comply  widi  a  promife  like  that  whicbi  in 
the  piefeot  iniVance,  had  been  tnade. 

,  Mr.  FoM  faid»  there  was  an  eflential  difference  between  a 
i|oti6caU<H)  of  the  nature  to  which  the  eftimates  now  bcilore 
the  Codamittee.  referred  being  made  in  the  firft  inftance  by  the 
Executive  Govemrociit  and  Parliament.  When  the  foldiers 
hem^  of  the  boon  in  the  fivft  inftauce,  they  would  be  natu- 
119%  hd  t»  conceive  it  as  originating  in  them,  whereas,  bad 
the  firft  eommunication  been  made  by  Parliament,  they  would 
h^ve  felt  gratitude  to  a  branch  of  the  Legiflature  to  which 
a^ne  the  right  of  beftowing  the  boon  belonged*  He  had  no- 
ttiing  to  urge  in  addition  to  what  had  been  ftated  by  his  honour- 
able Friend  (Mr.  .W.  Smith),  particularly  as  he  had  had  many 
opportunities,  during  the  pref^nt  AdminiAration,  of  expreffing 
I|i^opiaiO»  upon  chis-conftitutionai  topic.  He  fhould  only  fay 
thali  if  ever  tliere  was  a  time  when  the  ibldiers  ihouk)  be 
tnught  tO'OOCtitder  the  GoaAitotion:  in  its  true  light,  this  was 
the  time. 

\  Mr.  MariiH  sigretd  with  the  roeafure,  bat  dilapproved  of  the 
modt'in  which  it  was'  carried  into  execution. 
,7  Mu  Sergent  moved,  that  the  ftun  of  i  ,6ool.  fhooid  be  grants 
ed  to  bis  Majefty  for  defraying  the  expence  of  an  addkional 
allowance  to  the  corps  of  Royal  Artillery,  &c.  Both  thefe  tt^ 
foliitioos  were  agreed  to  by  the  Committee,  and  the  Houfe 
being  refinned,  they  were  reported  immediately,  and  ap-> 
proved  of. 

THE    SEAMEN.      . 

Mr.  Sheridan  fiaied,  that  he  had  the  preceding  day  given  no- 
tice of  a  motion  on  a  very  important  fubje£l,  which  he  could 
have  wi(hed  to  have  pafTea  without  farther  difcuflion.  The  pro- 
pofition,  however,  which  he  meant  to  bring  forward,  he  was  per* 
fuaded  might  be  adqpted  without  any  interfereace  with  the  Ex- 
ecutive Government,  and  without  compromifing  the  honour  of 
the  coiuury ,  that  propofition  he  .had  thought  fit  to  fubmit  to  bis 
Majefty*s  Minifters,  and  as  they  thought  a  paufe  was  requiiite 
to  give  them  an  opportunity  of  deliberating  upon  its  merits,  he 
{boold  defer  laying  it  before  the  Houfe  till  the  next  day. 

Upon  the  requeft  of  Mr.  Secretary  Dundas  it  was  farther 
poAuoned  till  Friday^  at  four  o'<rlock»--Tr Adjourned. 

Housi; 
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HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 
Thursday,  May  25. 

In  virtue  of  a  Royal  Commiffion,  his  Majelly's  afl«nt  was 
given  to  the  Emperor's  and  Difcount  Loan  bills,  the  Attor^ 
nics  Stamp  Duty  Bill,  the  Procniffory  Note  bill,^  the  Weft- 
India  Governor's  Indemnity  Bill,  the  M iddlefcx  County  Rate 
bill,  the  Foreign  Ship  Prize  bill,  and  feven  other  public  and 
twenty- two  private  bills. 

The  Thanks  of  his  Majefty  to  the  Congratulatory  Addrefs 
of  the  Lords,  on  occafion  of  the  marriage  of  the  Princefs  Royal, 
were  prcfented  by  the  Duke  of  Dorfct;  the  Thanks  of  her 
Majefty  on  the  limilar  occafion  were  prefented  by  the  Earl  of 
Harcourt ;  and  the  Thanks  of  the  Prince  and  Princcfs  of  Wic^ 
tembcrg  wei*e  prefented   by  the  Duke  of  Montrofe; 

Adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Thurdsay,  May  25. 

The  Eaft-India  Volunteers,  and  Pcnze  Inclofure  bills,  were 
read  a  third  time. 

The  Relblutions  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
were  reported  and  agreed  to. 

Lor-d  Supford  brought  up  an  anfwer  of  Thanks  from  her 
Majefty  to  the  Congratuhry  Addrefs  voted  to  her  by  the  Hosfe 
upon  tbe  marriage  df  the  Princeis  Royal.  Lord  Gore  Sutherland 
brought  up  fimilar  anfwers  from  the  Prince  and  Princeis  of 
Wirtemberg. 

NEW   BA^K.^   ' 

Sir  fVilUam  Pttlteney  faid,  he  had  come  down  that  day  pre- 
pared to  bring  forward  the  motion  of  which  he  had  given  no- 
tice on  a  former  day.  But  as  he  found  that  fome  Gentlemen, 
vrhofe  prefence  he  conceived  to  be  neceflary  on  that  occafion 
could  not  attend,  he  would  put  off  the  motion  to  Tuef- 
day  next. 

NEWSPAPERS. 

The  order  of  the  day  for  the  commitment  of  the  Stamp  Duty 
bill  being  read, 

Mr.  Kofe  defued  that  it  might  be  put  off  till  the  following 
day. 

Mr.  Sheridan  faid,  he  wifhed  that  fifch  part  of  the  bill  as  re- 
lated to  Nt'\vrpaj)trs  mghr  he  made  a  fcparattr  und  (iulindt  bill. 
He  had  originally  declared  his  indention  of  oppofing  thi?  tax  in 
every  ftage,  and  he  fhould  have  done  fo  hitherto  had  he  known 

2  1  2  that 
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that  it  was  wrapped  up  in  tlie  prcfent  hill.  He  did  not  coii- 
fider  ft  as  a  mcafure  for  the  purpofe  of  levying  revenue,  hut  a 
bill  of  pains  and  penalties  on  the  prcfs,  and  calculated  to  flop 
thofe  ufcful  puhlicarioiis  which  were  fo  neceffiry  to  prefer ve 
the  freedom  of  our  Conflitution,  and  inform  all  ranks  of  people. 
He  would  therefore  at  prcfent  move  fi)r  dividing  the  bill  into, 
two  hills ;  and  he  hoped  the  honourable  Gentleman  would  not 
o^Si  to  fuch  a  motion,  if  he  dcfircd  that  the  hill  for  taxing 
ncwfpapcrs  (hould  be  feparatcly  difcufled.  He  would  move, 
jthen,  '*  That  it  be  an  inftruftion  to  the  Committee',  to  wliom 
the  Stamp  Duty  hill  was  to  be  referred,  to  divide  the  fume  into 
twofeparate  biMs." 

•  Mr.  Rofe  faid  he  would  opp<^fe  the  motion.  When  the  biJl 
came  into  a  Committee  the  honourable  Gentleman  would 
have  an  opportunity  of  difcufling  that  part  of  it  which  he  ob- 
jeftcd  to. 

Mr.  Sheridan,  replied,  that  the  proper  opportunity  for  difcuf- 
fing  the  tax  he  obje£ted  to  was  on  the  fecond  reading  of  the  bill, 
which  he  had  been  prevented  from  doing  In  confeqiience  of  the 
fecret  manner  in  which  it  had  been  introduced.  In  the  Commit- 
tee he  certainly  would  endeavour  to  do  fome  jufticc  to  the  pro- 
prietors of  ncwfpapcrs,  by  propoiing  that  the  tax  (hould  at  mod 
be  but  one  penny,  in  order  that  they  might  be  indemnified 
for  the  loflTtrs  they  would  otherwife  fu(lain  by  the  increafe  on 
the  price  of  the  paper  being  no  more  than  the  additional  duty. 

Sir  fVdllam  Pulteney  thought  it  was  wrong  in  the  honoura- 
ble Gentleman  lo  make  an  cbjefiion  to  the  motion  on  a  point 
of  form.  The  tax  in  queftion  was  a  very  obje<Slionable  one, 
and  -met  with  much  general  difapprobation  ;  he  would  there- 
fore fecond  the  honourable  Gentleman's  motion  for  dividiDg 
the  bill. 

The  Houfe  then  divided  on  the  qucdion, 

ylyes,  —  —  19 

Noes,  .  —  _  45 

Majority  26 

In  the  Committee  oti  the  Corporation  Jurifdid^ion  bill,  a 
long  convcrfati-n  took  place  between  the  Solkhor  General^ 
Mr.  Hawkins  Browne,  and  Mr.  Rofe,  who  oppofed  the  bill,  on 
tbe  ground  of  its  alteiing  old  eAahlilhed  cuftoms;  and  the 
Afajur  of  the  Rolls,  Mr.  J^rcival,  Mr.  Jdyl,  Mr.  fV.  Btrd^ 
Mr.  Hobhoufe,  and  Sir  «//^  Geary  who  fupported  it,  on  account 
of  the  difficulty  of  perfjni  olnaiiung  fair  trials  in  moft  corpora- 
tions. But  fome  of  thcfe  Members  wiflicd  that  certain  large 
towns  might  be  exempt  from  the  billl. 

Th^ 
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The  Committee  thert  divided  on  the  aueftiori)  that  the 
Chairman  quit  the  chair,  and  report  progreis. 

jiyii        *•       —  —  16    .. 

Hoei  —  —  26 

Majority^         lO 
A  bill  to  enable  Roman  Catholics  to  hold  Commiilions  in  |i|e 
Militia  and  Provifional  Cavalry  was  brought  up,  and  read  a 
firft  time. 

•  Mr,  Alderman  Lu/hhigton^  after  having  previoufly  obtained 
leave,  prefentcd  a  petition  from  feveral  Owners  and  Maftert 
of  (hips,  praying  for  leave  that  a  bill  might  be  brought  in  to 
relieve  them  from  the  c.onfequenccs  of  a  deddon  lately  made  in 
the  Court  of  King's  Bench,  that  they  were  to  be  anfwerable 
for  all  damages  fulhined  by  the  cargoes  in  their  fhips.  Or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. — Adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 
Friday,  May  a6. 

APPEAL  FROM  A  DECREl:.  IN  CHANCERT* 
STANDEN  t;.  MACNABB  AND  OTHERS. 

Their  Lordfhips  heard  Mr.  Graham,  and  another  bar- 
rlfter,  at  conflderable  length,  on  behalf  of  the  appellant.  A 
third  Counfel  attended,  but  was  not  heard. 

It  was  deemed  unneceflary  to  hear  the  Solicitor-Generaly 
or  Mr.  Mansfield,  who  attended  for  the  refpondents. 

After  the  Counfel  had  withdrawn,  their  Lordfliips  imme- 
diately affirmed  the  decree  of  the  Court  of  Chancery. 

The  various  bills  on  the  table  were  forwarded  in  their  re- 
fpedive  (tages, 

Mr.  H9hart  prefented  the  Tower  Hamlets  Militia  bill, 
from  the  Houfe  of  Commons  ;  as  did  Mr.  Ryder  the  Trini- 
dad Free  Port  bill.  A  great  number  of  private  bills  were 
alfo  prefented  ;  all  which  were  feverally  read  a  firft  time. 

STATE  OP  THE  NATION. 

The  Duke  of  Bedford  faid,  he  hid  attended  with  the  hope 
of  feeing  fome  of  his  Majefty's  Minifters  in  their  places,  but 
as  that  was  not  the  cafe,  he  thought  it  proper  to  inform  their 
Lordfhips  that  on  Tuefday  next  he  meant  to  propofe  a  mo- 
tion for  an  humble  addrefs  to  his  Majefty  on  the  prefent 

fituatioa 
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iituation  and  circumdances  of  the  country,  and  previoufly  to 
fugged  fuch  meafures  as  fecmcd  moft  neccflary  and  expe-r 
dient  to  be  adopted  in  confcquence  of  fuch  fituation. 
The  Houfe  adjourned  till  TueHay. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
*■' 

Friday,  May  26. 

The  Trinidad  Free-Port,  Tower-Han^let  militia,  Sail 
Choth  duty,  Wark  and  Moorlinch  Inclofure  bills,  were  read 
a  third  time,  and  paffed. 

1  he  Pilchard  Filhery  bill,  and  the  Slave  Carrying  bill, 
were  read  a  fecond  time,  and  committed. 

Mr.  Wigley  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  enable  the 
CommiflSoners  of  the  Stamp  Duties  to  order  a  proper  (lamp  • 
to  be  fixed  on  certain  legal  inftruments  upon  the  payment  of 
the  duty. 

On  the  motion  of  Sir  Wm.  Dolbert^  1l  Committee  was 
ordered  to  be  appointed  on  Tuefday  next,  to  take  into  con- 
fideration  the  propriety  of  granting  certain  bounties  to  the 
mafters  and  furgeons  of  veflels  in  the  Slave  Trade,  where  is 
the  lead  mortality  of  flaves. 

^  The  order  of  the  day  for  the  Committee  on  thf  Stsrfnp 
Duty  bill  was  poftponed  to  Tuefday  next. 

Mr.  Rofe  obtained  leave,,  in  the  abfence  of  the  chairman, 
to  bring  up  th^  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  A^Teffed 
't'axes  bill,  and  the  bill  was  afterwards  ordered  to  be  read  9 
^ird  time  on  1  uefday  next,  and  then  engrofled, 

SEAMEN. 

Mr.  Sheridan,  I  now  rife  to  a^ilrefs  the  Houfe  on  a  fubjeft, 
in  my  opinion,  as  important  as  any  of  thofe  which  have  of 
fate  occupied  our  attention  ;  a  fubjedl  which  is,  in  my  humblp 
opinion,  in  comparifon  of  all  others,  defer ving  the  moft  feri- 
ous  conlideraiion  and  attention.  Sir,  I  believe  the  idea  which 
this  Houfe  has  formed  of  the  motion  I  exprefled  my  intention 
to  make,  has  been  founded  on  a  miftaken  notion.  It  was  fup- 
pofed  that  1  merely  intended  to  complain  of  a  certain  paper,  of 
a  grofs  and  mifchievous  nature,  which  had  been  publiihed  as  a 
mantfefto  of  the  Britifh  Seamen  on  board  his  Majefty's  fleet, 
and  which  contains  fomc  perfonal  allufions  to  myfclf ;  but  as  t 
have,  been  uniformly  an  advocate  for  the  hberty  of  the  prefs, 
and  am  defirous  of -prefcrving^  forae  confiftency  in  my  puB!ic 

charaiSlcr, 
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charafler,  lean  aflurc  the  Houfe,that,  whatever  perfonal  iti- 
vc6livc  that  paper  may  dtfptay  againft  me,  thofe  confiderations 
would  deter  me  from  attempting  any  profecution  either  of  the 
printer  or  the  writer.     On  the  contrary,  Sir,  the  propofition  I 
had  to  make  was  of  a  conciliatory  nature.     1  do  not  retraft  in 
the  fmalleft  degree  from  that  opinion  which  I  exprefled  upon  a 
former  occaiion,  that  the  perfeverance  of  the  feamen  in  a  ftate 
of  infubordinatton,  after  their  demands  had   been  complied ' 
with,  was  not  to  he  afcribed  to  any  change  or  revolution  in  the 
old  chara£leriftic   of  firitifti  feapaen.    but  mud  have    been, 
owing  to  mifreprefentations  and  falfehoods  circulated  among, 
them.     That  there  (hould  be  men  in  the  country  capable  of 
employing  fuch  mifreprelentations  and  faifehoods  h  a  matter 
much  to  be  lamented,  but  there  is  fom^.  thing  confolatory  in  the 
reflection,  and  tiic  mifchief  is  not  in  the  minds  of  the  feamen 
thcmfclves,  but  is  the  confequence  of  the  arts  and  deluQon^ 
which  have  been  praflifcd  upon  tlu  t...  Sir.  I  hold  in  my  hand 
a  pafx.T,  which  has  been  circulated  with  j^h  it  inJuftry  among 
the  feamen :  it  is  a  paper  purport mg  to  be  an  appeal  to  the 
Britiih  nation  from  the  feamen  on  boar.i  Loul  Biid()ort's  fleet.. 
This  has  been  fent  to  Plymouth  and  Shrernefs,  where  it  h?i> 
been  circulated  with  the  moft  fatal  fuceets.     Sir,  I  did,  on  af 
foimer  day,  take  the  liberty  of  faymg,  that  this  Paper,  froirf* 
the  internal  evidervce  it  carricswith  it,  could  not  be  (he  compofi^' 
tion  of  the  Delegates  of  Lord  Bridpt»ct*s  fleet;  1  am  Hill  of  tho: 
fame  opinion,  yet  I  confefs  there  are  fuch  drcum'flances  of  ap*- 
parent. authenticity  about  it, .  that  I  am  not  at  all  furprifed«. 
that  the  {>rinters  and  proprietors  of  newipapers  fhould  havs 
been  iropofed  upon,  and  led  to  believe  it  to  be  authentic ;  and* 
I  have  no  heiitarion-  in  faying,  I  do  firnily  believe  the  feameri. 
•  among  whom  this  Paper  has  been  circulated,  believe  it  to  be 
the  Proclamation  of  the  Delegates  of  Lord  Bridport's  fleet,  and 
that  they  were  well  founded  in  point  of  fadl,  in  the  aflertioti 
Aat  their  grievances  remained  unrcdreflcd,     Thofc  perfons, 
therefore,  who  believed  it  to  be  the  fppnt^neous  produ£iion  of 
the  feamen,  might  not  be  adonWhrd  that  the  feamen  (houli 
continue  to  remain  in  a  Aate  of  fufpicion  and  infubordination  ; 
befides,  the  paper  was  pruited  at  Portfmouth  by  the  very  fam<'' 
perfons  who  had  printed  the  other  papers  of  the  Delegates,  and 
this  incident  among  the  reft   promoted  the  delufion.     The 
manufcript  was  brought  to  him  from  on  board  the  fleet.     If  it 
was  brought  by  the  Delegates  themfelves,  they  mull  have 
been  grofsly  impofed  upon.     There  is  nothing  in  it  of  the  Bri- 
tiih faUor.     The  rough,  honeft,  manly  conformation  which 
ch;ini^rized  the  former  publications  of  the  feaaen  is  entirely 

extindl. 
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e](tift<^,  2i  Gentlemen  would  foon  difcover.  Tjie  language  . 
in  ti^dich  it  is  driwn  up,  is  more  like  the  language  of  a  Circu* 
ladng  Library,  than  that  of  a  Forecaftle.  It  is  no  more  the 
produ£tion  of  a  Brittih  Seaman,  than  a  Britifh  Seamar^  is  the 
enemy  of  his  country.  This  paper  purports  to, be  an  appeal  tQ> 
^^  jt  Loyal  and  Difcernlng  Nation.'* 

Mr.  Sheiidan  proceeded  to  read  and  comment  on  feveral 
paiTages  of  it ;  and  dwelt  particularly  oh  the  two  following : 

'  **  No  fooner  was  the  pardon  granted^  but  in  dinefl  contradiQion  to  that  rdyal  prd- 
cHmutWHy  were  indi^ualt  feleded  for  the  expnit  purpofeofiacriEclns  them  to 
Aalke  and  {mvatc  reieQtincnu*' 
And  again, 

^  At  length,  the  breaftt  of  Teamen,  fired  with  indignation  at  being  negle^ed, 
barft  Corth  on  the  7th  inftant.  It  W3S  then,  oh  !  horrid  to  relate !  That  we  found 
cot  the  fchemes  laid  out  to  facrifice  fome  of  the  Irigtitcft  gems  that  ever  adorned 
this  or  any  other  country.  Are,  then,  poor  but  loyal  individuals  lives  to  be  facri-^ 
ficed  for  the  mere  fpoll  of  tyrants  ?'* 

Now,  Sir,  when  a  paper  of  this  defcription  is  circulated  with 
avidity  round  our  coads,  is  it  not  fit  that  a  clear  contradiAion 
ihould  be  given  to  it  ?  Is  it  not  necefiary  that  a  paper  which 
has  manifeflly  impofed  on  the  underfiandings  of  Britifh  feamen 
fhouM  be  cleared  up  to  them,   and  its  falfehoods  deteAed; 
With  refpe£k.  Sir,  to  the  caluxnny  itfelf,  it  would  be  an  infult 
to  the  underftanding  of  the  Houfe,  if  I  fliould  fuppofe  a  doubti 
exifled  cefpedtng  it.     I  am  no  friend  to  his  Majefliy't  Mi*- 
nifters;  qn  the  contrary,  I  think  there  is  not  a  more  deter-  - 
mined  irrcconcilcable  and  inflexible  enemy  to  them  and  tlieir 
fvftem  than  myfelf,  but  to  infinaate  that  they  or  any*  one  of 
ibem  could  have  poflTtbly  harboured  fuch  a  thought  as  that  im« 
|Nitedtothem  by  tliis  manifcfto,  that  any  one  of  them  could, 
have  had  fuch  an  intention  after  the  pardon  granted  by  his  Ma«' 
jcfly  to  the  feamen.     If  I  could  infmuate  this,  I  fltould  deem, 
mytclf  not  merely  an  enemy  of  his  Majefty's  Minifiers,  but  of 
the  country.     Sir,  I  cannot  lie  fufpe£led  of  complimenting  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  I  have  differed  from  them  on  almcA  nil 
occafions,  yet  I  think  I  may  fay,  that  with  refpe£l  to  good  wilL 
towards  Brltifh  feamen,  its  fentiment  has  never  been  diferent 
from  my  own.     If  ever  man  loved  man  ;  if  ever  one  part  of  ' 
the  People  loved  another,  the  People  of  this  country  love  the 
feamen.     The  individuals  of  this  Houfe  have  ever  k>ved  the . 
feamen,  and  in  this  refpedi  at  leaft,  have  (hewq  themfelves  the 
Reprefcntatives  of  the  People.     Whatever  has  been  at  any 
period  propofed  in  this  Houfe  for  the  benefit  of  the  leamen  has 
been  adoptedt  not  ouly  with  readiaefs;  but  almofi  with  accla- 
mation* 
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matiofK     Af)  haaparablp  GcBtkmao  whom  1 4o  ikX  now  fee . 
in  his  place  (Mr.  Oundas)  has. on  many  occaiiooa  brought 
queftions  before  this  Houfc,  for  the  advantage  of  the  feamen, 
which  have  been  acquiefced  in  with  the  fame  {atUfaifjLion  th^ 
were  propofed. 

With  refpefl  to  that  part  of  the  publication  which  relates  to 
myfclf,  I  have  but  to  recur  to  the  ftyle  of  it,  in  order  to  cqo-  , 
vincc  the  Houfe  it  never  was  the  compofition  of  Britiih  fea- 
mcm    It  runs  thus,  **  Oh  !  Sheridan,  Sheridan  !  if  this  be  your 
**  mean  opinion  of  Britifh  feamen,  thou  knoweft  very  little, 
**  very  little  of  feamens*  fentimeiats:"   Sir,  I  certainly  did  fay, 
if  they  remained  diOfatisfied  after  their  requeft  had  been  grant- 
ed, and  at  a  time  too  when  the  fiebt  of  the  enemy  might  be  at 
fea^  I  did  fay,  if  after  theij*  demands  were  fatisfied,  ihey  re- 
mained in  port,  endangering  by  fuch  condu6t  the  fafety  ot  the 
Briti/h  empire,  that  it  muft  be  becaufe  they  were  worked  up* 
oil.  and  their  judgment  miflead  by  a  fpecies  of  the  fouled  and 
bafeft  treachery.     The  paper  ftates  further,  •'  What,  accufc 
•*  us  of  treachery,  impute  treachery  to  us,   its  principles  we 
**  difavow."     Sir,  I  appeal  to  the  candour  of  any  man,  whe- 
ther it  was,  in  the  re^oteft  degree,  accufing  the  feamen  of 
treachery,  when  I  faid  they  mull  be  the  objedis  of  that  treache- 
xy  which  had  been  the  caufe  of  their  delufion,  if  they  continu- 
ed cTiiTatisfied  after  ther  demands  were  comjjfied  with.     They 
could  not  have  feleded  any  individual  on  whom  to  make  a 
charge  of  fach  a  nature  who  (b  little  deferved  it.    Sir,  with  re- ' 
fpedt  to  another  obfcrvation  in  the  fame  paper,  **  that  the  l^Or 
*'  nourable  Gentleman  thinking  he  had  defeated  the  Chanoel-? 
**  lor,  attacked  the  poor  but  loyal  tars,"  it  is  equally  inappli* 
cable  to  me.     The  ftrti£ture  of  the  fentence  to  he  fure,  is  very 
lite  the  ftyie  of  writing  of  a  Britifh  feaman,  and  of  all  men  in 
the  world,  they  could  not  have  felefted  any  perfon  lefs  capable 
of  defeating  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  than  I.     I  wifh 
the  former  part  of  the  aflfertion  were  true;  [  wifli  to  God,  1 
had  defeated  the  Chanceller  of  the  Exchequer  (a  laugh).     Sir, 
1  cannot  inftance  a  greater  pro^f  of  my  endeavours  to  promo;e 
the  advantage  of  the  feamen,  than  that  in  the  year  1786,  in 
'  thefeventh  feffion  of  tlie  then  Parliament,  a  GrntL»nin'did 
twice  brii>g  a  Bill  before  tkc  Honl'e,  whicli  1'  aticrwprds  re- 
newal, for  the  general  benefit  of  feamen ;  and  'tliouj;  »  the 
principles  ct  fuch  Bills  were  objefted  to,  it  did  happen  they 
bad  for  their  obje^  the  redrefs  of  tiiofe  grievances  which  have 
of  bte  been  the  fubje6i  of  complaint.     Sir,  I  have  ever  hevn* 
their  friend,  but  never  more  fo  than  at  this  period,  in  warning 
Vx)L.  IlL  179J.  a  K  them 
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them  againft  thofe  artifices  which'have.been  praftifed  to  feduce 
them.  When  people  teJl  them  that  the  Navy  can  be  managed 
without  fabordinationy  they  may  as  well  tell  them  a  (hip  can 
be  managed  without  a  rudder ;  they  had  better  pull  down  the 
niafts  and  the  (hrouds,  and  lay  them  on  the  deck,  than  pull 
dbwn  that  fyftem  of  order  and  regularity,  upon  which  the  very 
exiftcnce  of  the  fleet  depends.  At  the  fame  time.  Sir,  it  (hould 
be  underftood  that  there  are  no  further  grievances,  if  any 
exift,  which  we  will  not  redrefs,  I  have  nothing  more,  Sir, 
to  ftate,  than  ihcfe  obfervations  in  juftification  of  myfelf- 
It  was  my  intention  to  have  propofed  to  the  confideration 
arid  adoption  of  the  Houfe,  a  motion  of  a  crnfolatoiy  nature  ; 
vet  from  what  I  have  heard,  I  am  convinced  His  Majefty*s 
Minifters  can  have  but  one  wifh  on  the  fubjeft,  namely,  to 
reftore  that  harmony  in  our  Navy,  which  has  been  fo  unhap- 
pily interrupted.  As,  however,  it  has  never  been  my  wifh  to 
throw  any  impediment  in  the  way  of  the  public  fervice,  I 
fhall  not  prefs  my  motion. 

mht  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  trufted,  that,  although  there 
was  no  motion  before  the  Houfe,  he  fhonld  be  forgiven  for  the 
intrufion  of  delivering  a  few  fentiments  on  the  obfervations  of 
the  honourable  Gentlt* man,  becaufe  he  felt  a  dcfire,  in  the  firft 
place,  to  acknowledge  the  fairnefs,  liberality,  and  candour 
with  which  the  honourable  Gentleman  had  dTcharged  the 
great  and  important  ta{k  of  his  public  duty  ;  and  becaufe,  with 
regard  to  the  particular  motion  which  the  honourable  Gentle- 
man had  intended  to  bring  forward,  he  was  anxious  to  flate, 
that  however  inexpedient  it  might  be,  it  was  not  liable  to  thofe 
obje£tions  which  he  had  apprehended,  when  the  notice  of  the 
motion  was  firft  given.  He  was  happy  that  the  honourable 
Gentleman  did  not  prefs  his  motion,  and  he  was  more  happy 
to  hear  him  with  fo  much  candour  confefs,  he  wav^d  it  for 
that  reafon  which  his  Majefty's  Minifters  had  pointed  out,  and 
thereby  teftifying  thai  he  did  not  conceive  the  objedlion  of  his 
Majefty's  Minifters  to  be  a  captious  or  a  light  one.  Whatever 
political  differences  there  might  be  between  them,  he  trufted 
their  prefent  co-operation  of  fentiments  were  not  peculiar  to 
themfelves,  but  that  they  were  the  fentiments  unanimoufly 
entertained  by  the  Houfe ;  the  fentiments  unanimoufly  enter- 
tained by  the  public  ;  and  he  hoped  they  would  foon  be  unar\i« 
moufly  entertained  by  the  fedmen  alfo.  The  honourable  Gen- 
tleman had  praifed  the  Houfe  for  its  uniform  attention  to  the 
interefts  of  the  Navy,  and  he  certainly  had  not  fpoken  too 
ftrongly  when  he  did  fo,  fince  the  Houle  had  unexceptionably 

fliewn 
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Ihewn  a  predilidion,  a  partiality,  and  attachment,  he  might 
fay  a  zeal  amounting  t6  enthufiafm/in  every  qaeftion  which 
tended  to  contribute  to  the  glory,  the  fafety,  and  the  happinefs 
of  the  Britifh  failors. 

Whatever  effeft  the  moft  criminal  and  wicked  machinations 
ever  known  in  this  kin;d6m  might  have  hitherto  had  upon 
the  feameti,  to  feduce  them  at  this  critical  moment  from  their 
ufual  afFccStion  and  allegiance  to  their  king  and  country,  he 
he  ped  and  trud'ed,  aftt^rthis  explanation,  that  they  would  tm« 
mediately  refume  their  native  charaAer,  and  triumph  over  the' 
perfidious  artifices  of  their  inftigators,  which  were  no  lefs 
liioraliy  and  finally  difgraceful  and  deftrudlivc  to  them,,  than 
they  were  hoftile  and  injurious  to  their  country.  In  regard 
to  the  fabrication  of  the  paper,  it  was  unneceffary  to  produce' 
any  other  reafons  than  thofe  which  the  honourable  Gentleman- 
had  given  ;  but  if  ever  there  was  one  indance  more  than  ano- 
ther in  which  it  was  evident  an  irapofturc  had  been.pufticd 
too  far,  it  was  that  opprobrious  calumny  upon  the  mercy  o^ 
the  (bvcreign ;  fince  it  was  impoflibie  for  any  feamen,  as  it 
was  for  every  perfon,  for  one  moment  to  harbour  an  idea,  that* 
after  his  Majefty's  Minifters  had  advifed  his.  Majiefty  to'  iffue 
an  unlim'tted  pardon  to  all  who  returned  to  their  allegranc^' and' 
duty,  they  (hould  ever  entertain  fo  cruel  and  i  ill  politic  a. dcfigtif 
as  to  feelc  for  exceptions  or  rettafl!  in  the  fmatlbft  degree  ¥rorrf 
that  complete  oblivion  which  .had  been  prorftifed.  To  tfiofc 
who  have  availed  themfclves  of  his  Majefty's  gracrptre  pardon, 
by  an  immediate  return  to  their  duty  and  fubordrnation,"  the 
indemnity  was  certain,  and  the  oblivion  complete  and  un- 
exceptionable ;  but  God  knows,  faid  Mr.  Pitt,  what  meafurei 
it  may  be  neceflary  to  adopt  to  prevent  the  diffufion  of  proc^ecd^ 
ings  inimical  to  tne  fecurity  and  happinefs  of  every  individuaf. 
He  concluded  by  begging  pardon  of  the  H  jufe  for  his  intrufiort 
on  their  time  and  patience,  in  a  manner  fo  irregular  and  fo 
"unufual,  when  no  motion  was  fubmifted,  but  the  importance 
of  the  fubje<9t  appeared  to  require  fome  obfervation. 

PARLIAMENTARY    REFORM. 

•  Mr. -GrrjfTofe,  in  purfuance  of  a  notice  which  had  been 
given,  to  move  for  a  reform  in  the  reprefeptation  of  the  peo- 
ple. In  bringing  forward  a  notice  of  fuch  a  nature,  he  laid 
Jiis  acicount  from  paft  experience,  with  expofing  himfelf  to 
many  uncharitable  imputations.  If,  in  their  refiftance  to  the 
deftrucStive  fyftem  of  Minifters,  if  in  their  endeavours  to  check 
them  in  their  ruinous  career,  if  in  their  efforts  tocontroul  them 
in  their  profufc  and  extravagant  wafte  Qf  public  money,  he  and 

2  K  2  his 
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li(.s  fricincis.  (^ad  incurre4  imputations  of  a  wiflb  to  gratify  per* 
fonal  intereft  and  private  ambition^  aad  of  a  wanton,  deure  to 
tnwart  Executive  Government,  they  could  not  in  the  prefent 
indance  expedi  to  efcape  fjoiilar,  or  dill  more  odious  tmputa- 
tion3.     Icwasfome  confolation,  ho  we  vet,  that  though  their 
exertions  were  not  well  received  in  tliat  Hoafe,  the  public 
ipight  pafs  2  diflPerent  declfion  vpon   them»  and  to  the  public 
woufd  the  eventual  declfion  belong.     It  might  perhaps  be 
called  prefumption  in  him  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Houfe 
to  the  condu6l  of  an  individual  fo  infignificant  as  he  was. 
They  would  do  him  the  juftice,  however,  to  allow  that,  in  hi;^ 
prc^fitions  for  a  reform  in  Parliament,  he  had  never  proceeded 
on  any  fpeculation  of  natural  and  imprefcriptible  rights. — The 
meafures  which  he  had  the  honour  to  bring  forward  were 
founded,  not  in  fpeculative,  but  on   pra£lical  grounds.     Both 
tJie  fpecuTative  and  practical  defeSs  of  the  preTent  fyftera  had 
been  fo  largely  difcufled,  and  fo  often  repeated*  that  his  labour 
on  the  prelent  occafion  was  much  abated  without  injury  to  the 
capfe.     His  views,  he  repeated,  had  proceeded  on  practical 
grounds,  and  not  on  grounds  uf  rightf  becaufe  no  man  could 
claim  any  particular  form  of  Government  upon  a  ground  of 
right.     Here,  however,  he  begged  not  to  be  na^ifunderftpod 
wheo  he  flated  this  propofition  ;^e  avowed  that  ttiei-e  wap  no 
man  moire  warmly  attached  to^orwho  would  more;  AeaJily 
fupport  the,  natural  and  imprefcribtible  rights  of  mankind:— 
thcfe  .were  liberty  and  fecurky  ;  and  when  liberty  and  fecurity 
WfVe  not  properly  guaranteed  by  any  particular  fyftem  of 
Government,  either  in  confequence  of  original  or  accidental 
idefeiSts,  the  people,  who  lived  under  it,  had  a  right  to  demand 
cither  that  it  fhould  be  changed  or  amended.     But  on  the 
other  hand,  the  advocates  for  univerfsl.  fuflPrage,   Ix^fore  de* 
mandingthat  their  plan  ftiould  be  adopted,  were  bound  to  (hew 
that  it  was  for  the  good  of  the  people  that  it  Should  be  adopted* 
It  would  be  alfo  recolleflcd  that  he  had  never  grounded  hit 
motion  for  reform  upon  the  inequality  of  the  preient  mifrepre- 
fentation.     Inequality  of  re)7refentation  of  itfelf  he  did  not  con« 
fideras  at  fufficient  ground  of  reform.     For  inftance,  he  never 
bad  argued  that  there  ihould  be  a  reform  in  the  repref^ntatioo 
of  the  people,  becaufe  Cornwal)  fent  as  many  reprefentativei 
td  Parliament  as  all  the  counties  of  Scotland  together,  and  be* 
caufe  there  were  fome  Boroughs  with  a  few  houfes,  aJid  k 
handful  of  inhabitants,  returned  a^  many  members  to  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  as  the  opulent  and  extendve  county  of 
York.     Though  this  founded  fi range  in  theory,  yet  if  it  was 
not  (hewn  that  in  praftice  it  was  injurious  to  the'  riglus  of 
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Engliflimen,  their  defence  was  good,  who  contended  that  th* 
nation   under  its  prefent  fyAem  of  Government  had  enjoyed 
much  profperity,  and  a  large  portion  of  happlnefs,  and  who 
argued  againft  the  inexpediency  of  a  change  from  the  chance 
of  endangering  the  exiftence  of  the  fyftem,  and  of  giving  birth 
to  evils  of  a  much  more  ferious  nature  than  thofe  which  were 
experienced  under  ill    Having  thus  dated  his  general  princi- 
ples upon  the  fubjeA,  he  proceeded  to  enquire  what.was  the 
bnd  and  the  ufe  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  what  was  the 
prefent  ftate  of  the  reprefentation  of  the  people.     When  he 
confidefed  whatit'ought  tobe,thequeftions  naturally  occurred^ 
whether  it  had  watched  the  conduft  of  Minifters  ?  whether  it 
bad  controuled  the  Executive  Government  in  its  operations  ? 
and,  above  all,  whether  in  the  exercife  of  its  appropriate  duty, 
it  had  been  a  faithful  guardian  of  the  public  purfe?  When 
he  confidered  what  it  was,  fuggeflions  of  a  different  nature 
occurred.     Inflead  of  attention  he  was  afraid  there  had  been 
iieeligence;    inflead  of  enquiry  there  had  been  confidence; 
inttead  of  controul  there  had  been  obedience,  and  inftead  pf 
ceconomy  there  had  been  profufion.     But  if  it  had  thus  faikil 
in  ifB<lmy,  and  if  misfortunes,  numerous  and  dreadful  ha4 
been  the  coniequence  of  the  failure,  whatever  difierence  of 
opinion  there  might  be  refpedling  the  time  and  mode  of  Ke^ 
^rm,  he  was  convinced  there  could  be  little  or  no  objeftion  ID 
the  meafure  confidered  abflra6tedly.  How  then  did  they  (land  I 
It  was  now  five  years  fince  he  firft  made  a  motion  for  a  Kefbrm 
in  Parliament.    At  that  time  the  country  was  defcribed  as  be- 
ing in  a  ftate'  of  great  profpertty,  and  the  public  were  induced 
"fondly  to  entertain  the  profped  of  a  prolongation  of  the  term 
of  peace.     When  he  looked  back,  however,  for  thirty  years; 
wh^n  he  rtfit£tcd  on  the  wars  in  which  it  had  been  engaged, 
and  when  he  reviewed  the  conduct  of  the  different  adminiitra- 
'tk)ns  during  thefe  wars;  when,  in  particular,  he  confidered 
^  Ae  c6nduolb  of  the  American  war,  and  the  embarrafimenjitg 
into  which  the  country  was  brought  in  confequence  of  tHe 
'  profofe  expenditure  which  marked  the  adminiltration  of  that 
'^riod;  when,  moreover,  he  beheld  a  new  aera  arifing  in 
'  mnce«  which  threatened  a  great  and  momentous  change  in 
llle  political  fyftem  of  Europe,  from   all  thefe  confiderations 
he  was  induced  to  bring  forward  a^  meafure  which^  in  his  opi- 
nion,  would  tend  to  prevent  thofe  evils  from  again   recurring 
which  the  nation   had  formerly  had  occafion  to  lament,  and 
which  might  withftand  the  influence  of  new  opinions.    In  a 
Aoot  time  after  we  engaged  in  a  war  with  France^  our  pro* 
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{g€f\ty'wa%  h[\\  ftatetl  to  be  undjrainiflied.  One  campaign 
wps.to  decide  the  conteft,  and  the  triumphant  march  to  Paris 
Was  forever  to  check  the  infolence  of  the  enemy.  ^A  noble 
oppofite  (Lord  liawkelbury,  then  Mr.  Jenkingfon),  as  a  proof 
of  our  ability  to  carry  on  that  war,  and  compel  the  enemy  to 
yiel^  to  our  condhtions,  argued  with  confidence  on  the  extent 
gf^our  imports  and  our  exports,  ftated  to  what  a  beighth  our 
commerce  and'pur  riches  had  increafed,  from  the  ceflation  of 
the  American  war  to  that  produftive  period  j  and  concluded 
the  hiftory  of  the  rife  and  progfefs  of  ovir  wealth  and  pur.  re- 
fourccs,  with  a  remarkable  quotation  by  Vhich  he  reprefented 
that  England  had  rifen  .  .  , 

•>  '<  More  glorious  aqd  more  great  than  from  no  UM, 

"  And  truftb  to  tear  no  Iccood  fate." 

That '  argument  he  confidered  ^s  deficient,  becaufc  he  .did. not 
adrert  to  the  caufcs  which  had  produced  that  ftatc  of  adverfitj^ 
froin  which  wc  had.juft  emerged  ;.and  he  propofcd  at  the  tim^ 
a  sneafute  by  whicli  the  nation  might  have  bc^en  guardefi 
agamfta  fecond  humiliation.  .  Whether  tlie  remedy  would  or 
%vould  not  have  been  effeSual,  he  kiiew  not ;  but  this  heknew., 
Khot  the  remedy  was  reje£led,  and  that  the  country  wa^  sgain 
'jsdvced  to  a  ((ato  of  calamity  which  made  $he  efre£t$iof  the 
lAAerican  waf,  when  compared  with  it,  t rifting,  *^pd  our 
fituati6n  after  it  enviable.;  If,  as  the  noble  Lord  confende4> 
tho  profperity  of  the  country  -was  matter  of  ci^e^it  to.  the  Houfe 
.of  Coffimons,  and  if  it  was  an  argument  againft;  any>chang6  in 
the  conftitution  of  that  affembly,  the  difqifters  which  it  Iv^ 
lalety  fuffered,  and  the  ftate  of  adverfity  lb  which  k  is  now  o?- 
diKed,  was  to  the  full  as  good  an  argument  either  ag^mA  ifs 
wifdom  or  its  virtue,  and  in  favour  of  a  chfmge  of  conftjtuti^q. 
In  flating'the  evils  arifmg  from  univerfal  fufFfagCy  the  noble 
Lord  iiiftanccd  the  Government  of  France,  under  which  that 
mode  of  eledlion  obtained,  apd  the  profufc  expenditure  cqd- 
.  fequent  upon  it.  Here  again  Mr.  Grey  contended  that  he 
had  the  advantage  of  the  noble  Lord  (Hawkefbury)  in  argu- 
•irtenty  for  if  extravagance  and  prodigality  were  fairly  charged 
.  as  an  obje6iion  to  the  Conditution  of  the  Government  of 
France,  would  not  the  fame  obje£tion  apply  with  equal  force 
to  the  profufe  expenditure  of  public  money  in  this  country, 
the  guardianfhip  of  which  immediately  bcloAgs  to  the  Houfe 
of  Commons?  What,  fince  that  time,  .had  been  our  fitua- 
.  tion  ?  We  had  been  reduced  from  a  ftate  of  great  and  unpa- 
ralleled profperity,  to  a  ftate,  if  not  of  defpoiidency,  at  leaft 
of  imminent  danger  and  deep  diftrefs.    Under  the  preflure  of 
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great  and  accumulated  calamhies,  how  had  the  HouFe  of 
Commons  conduced  itfelf  ?  Had  they  fhewn  either  vigilance  * 
of  enquiry  or  independence  of  fpirit  ?  Had  they  inveAigated  '' 
the  origin  of  fheir  misfortunes,  or  checked  Minifters  in  their 
mad  and  ruinous  caVeer  ?  Nay,  the  very  rcverfe.     In  a  war, 
remarkable  only  for   misfortune,  and  dilHngnifhed  on  our 
part,  folely  by  difgrace,  they  had  fufFered  Miniftcrs  to  go  on 
from  faihire  to  failure,  adding  mifcofiducl  to  mi^foitune,  and 
m>dnefs  to  folly,  without  cither  invettigation  or  enquiry. 
When  attacks  were  made  on  t  e  liberties  and  even  the  lives 
of  the  fubjeft,  the  Hoiife  of  Commons  did  not  interpofc  in 
behalf  of  freedom  invaded,  or  innocence  alfaulted ! — When 
the  Ihores  of  our  fifler  kingdom  were  laid  open  and  defcnce- 
lefs  to  the  fleets*  of  an  invading  enemy,  no  enquiry  was  in- 
ftifuted  into  the  caufe  of  fuch  grofs  and  criminal  neglcft. 
When,  by  the  mandate  of  the  Privy  Council,  the  Bank  of 
England  (lopped  payment,  and  a   IhcKk  nn^-qnalled  at  any 
other  time  was  given  to  public  credit,  the  Miniftcr  was  al>-  • 
folved  upon  his  own  excufes  from    any   kind  of  cenfure.  ' 
Having  dated  the  effefts  of  the  fyft  m,  it  was  needlefs  to* 
enter  upon  the  mode  of  eleSion  ; — but  was  it  fiot  notorifHis* 
to  every  one,  that  men  without  holding  any  communion  with' 
the  people,  wiihout  either  property  or  talents,  merely  by 
throwing  ihemfelves  on  the  patronage  of  a  great  man  got  • 
feats  in  Parliament,  not  for  the  purpofe  of  confulting  the  • 
good  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  defending  the  rights  of  the' 
people    but  for  the  purpofe  of  promoting  their  own  infereft- 
by  betraying  the  truth  rcpofcd  in  them?  As  a  remedy  for* 
thefe  evils,  he  propofed  to  alter  the  fyltem  from  which  they 
flowed.     Had  he  implicitly  followed  the  di dates  of  his  own 
private  judgment,  he  (hould  have  adopted  the  mode  of  mov- 
ing for  a  Committee  to  enquire  into  the  nature  and  extent  of 
the  evil,  and  to  have  found  out  a  remedy  fuit;<ble  and  pro- 
portionate to  it.      1  hough  that  appeared  to  him  to  be  the 
better  mode,  of  proceeding,  when  he  propofed  it  before  at 
different  times,  there  was  always  one  objedlion  cffjred  to  ir, 
"which,  on  the  prefent  occafion,  he  was  defirous  of  obviating. 
It  was  obje    ed,  **  would  you  loofen  the  confidence  of  the 
people  in  the  prefent  Houfcqf  Commons,  by  acknowledging 
the  defefts  of  its  confUtution,  without  propoHng  a  remedy, 
by  fhewing  how  it  might  be  conditutcd  better  ?"'    To  obvi- 
ate this  objeSion,  he  IhouU  flatc  the  outline  of  the  plat) 
which  he  conceived  might  remedy  the  evil  of  which  he  com- 
plained. 
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Jtfained.  His  objeA  then  was  to  o)>t»io  for  the  people,  a 
uUf  fair,  and  free  reprefentation  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons* 
Hfe  wifhed  to  alter  i»o  part  of  the  conftitution.  It  was  his 
defire  that  -it  {hould  remain  as  it  had  been  eftabliflied,  com,- 
pofed  of  King,  Lords  and  Commons.  He  did  not  wifli  to 
alter  any  thing  which  could  remain  in  its  prefent  ftate  con- 
fiflbently  with  the  attainment  of  his  objed,  which,  as  he  be- 
fore dated,  was  nothing  more  than  a  full,  free,  and  fair  re- 
prefeatation  of  the  people*  He  ihould  propofe  therefore,  that 
the  fame  number  of  members  (hould  ferve  in  Parliament,  as 
at  prefent.  He  (hould  propofe  that  the  county  reprefenta- 
tion (hould  remain  nearly  upon  the  f^me  footing.  1  here 
were  a  few  alterations,  however,  which  he  thought  ihould 
take  plac^.  Inftead  of  ninety  .two  county  members,  which 
there  are  at  prefent,  he  thought  that  in  future,  in  order  to 
put  an  end  to  the  inequalities  that  now  exift,  there  (hould  be 
one  hundred  and  thirteen.  For  inftance,  inftead  of  two  for 
the  county  of  York,  as  there  was  at  pre(ent,  he  thought  there 
^culd  be  two  for  each  Riding ;  and  fo  in  other  counties 
where  the  prefent  reprefentation  is  not  proportionate  to  the 
extent  of  foil  and  population.  The  next  alteration  which  he 
Itibmitted  to  the  Houfe,  referred  to  the  mode  of  return.  In 
order  to  put  an  end  to  compremifes,  &c.  he  (hould  propofe 
that  each  County  or  Riding  (hould  be  divided  into  grand  di- 
vidons,  each  of  which  (hould  l^turn  one  reprefentative. 
1  he  only  other  alteration  which  he  had  to  propofe  in  the 
eounty  reprefentation  related  to  the  qualification  of  eledors. 
The  right  of  eleSion,  inftead  of  being  confined  fo  free- 
holders, as  it  now  is,  he  thought  (hould  be  extended  to  copy- 
lM>Iders  and  leafeholderb,  who  are  bound  to  pay  a  certain  an- 
nual rent  a  certain  number  of  years.  Thefe  weie  all  the 
alterations  which  he  had  to  propofe  in  the  county  reprefenta- 
tion. The  reform  which  he  had  to  prop(^fe  in  the  other 
branch  of  reprefentation  was  of  a  much  more  extenfive  na- 
ture. He  (hould  propofe  that  the  remaining  four  hundred 
members  (hould  be  returned  by  one  defcription  of  perfons, 
i|vhich  was  houfeholders.  He  did  not  conceive  that  it  would 
lie  difficult  in  the  prefent,  as  it  had  been  found  eafy  in  other. 
inRance*,  to  afcertain  the  various  proportions  of  population 
in  the  different  counties.  He  did  not  propofe,  however,  that 
thefe  proportions  (hould  be  accurately  obferved,  but  that  they 
Ibould  be  regulated  by  local  circumftances ,  for  inftance, 
that  great  tovms,  fuch  as  the  metropolis,  (hould  require  a 
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greater  number  of  eleSors  to  return  a  reprefentative,  than  in 
places  where  the  population  was. more  fcattered,  otherwife 
the  populous  towns  would  obtain  a  too  great  local  afcen- 
dancy.  It  was  a  part  of  hjs  plan  that  the  country  fliould  be 
divided  into  diiF^rent  divifions,  and  that,  if  pofTible,  one 
perfon  (hould  not  be  permitted  to  vote  for  more  than  oRe 
member  of  Parliament.  This  fcheme  neceflarily  involved  a 
great  number  of  Xubordi nary  details,  into  which  it  was  im^ 
poflible  for  him  to  enter.  In  order  to  prevent  expence,  the 
poll  ought  to  be  taken  through  the  whole  kingdom  at  one 
time.  This  was  the  general  outline  of  the  plan  which  he  had 
Uo  propofe.  To  fiate  that  it  could  obtain  any  thing  like^K- 
a£incfs  at  once,  or  that  it  was  not  liable  to  great  difficulties 
In  the  execution,  would  be  prefumptuous  and  foolifli  in  the 
extreme.-— 'But  he  flattered  himfelf  it  was  not  liable  to  any' 
infuperable  or  fundamental  objedions.  Upon  this  plan  the 
land-owner  would  find  his  property  fuitably  reprefented.  Th^ 
merchant  would  find  fupport  in  the  houfeholders,  and  men  of 
refpedability  and  talents  in  the  diflFerent  profeflions  would 
find  a  fair  door  open  for  getting  into  Parliament.  The  only 
perfons  whom  he  would  wi(h  to  exclude  from  that  Houfe 
were  men  who  were  neither  polTeifed  of  landed  property,  nor 
engaged  in  commercial  enterprize,  nor  profeflbrsof  any  par- 
ticular fcience ;  but  men  who,  without  property,  without 
idduftry,  and  without  talents,  obtained  feats  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  by  the  influence  of  great  men,  for  the  purpofe^ 
afi>he  faid  befare,  not  of  confuljing  for  the  good  of  the  people^ 
but  of  promoting  their  own  intcreils.  It  this  would  be  the 
fituation  of  the  eledors^  what  would  be  the  fituation  of  the 
eleSed  ?  They  would  hold  their  feats,  not  on  the  bafis  of  uni*. 
VQrfal  fuflfrage,  but  of  univerfal  reprefintation.  The  qiialifi.. 
cation  would  be  fo  fixed,  that  no  mani  however  mean,  might 
hot  hope  by  honed  indudry  and  fair  exertions,  to  obtain  X 
feat  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons.  And  he  begged  to  fay  that, 
when  a  man  arrived  at  ^he  ^  refpedtable  fituation  oi  bein^ 
&ther,  and  confequently  mailer  of  a  family,  having  given 
haftages,  as  it  were,  to  fociety,  as  an  aflurance  of  his  intereft 
in  its  welfare,  was  not  unworthy  of  a* (hare  in  the  legiflation 
of  his  country.  In  order  to  carry  this  p]an  into  tffc^,  h^ 
(hould  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill,  which  he  fhould  not 
propofe  to  pafs  this  feffion,  but  which  (hould  be  brought  iq, 
lie  over  for  difcufTion  during  the  fummer,  and  be  decided 
upon  in  the  courfe  of  next^feffion.  There  was  Hill  another 
topic  upon  which  he  had  not  touched,  namely,  the  duration 
Vol.  III.  1797.  aL  of 
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of  Parliament.  If  this  reform  in  the  rcprefentation  was 
adopted  but  not  otherways,  it  occurred  to  him  that  the  dura- 
tion of  Parliament  fhould  be  limited  to  three  years.  Having 
thus  dated  the  outline  of  the  plan*  there  remained  little 
more  for  him  to  trouble  the  Houfe  with.  One  objedlion  had 
always  been  made  to  a  motiorr  -for  reform,  ^hen  he  had 
brought  it  forward^  viz.  that  it  was  an  improper  time  to  agi- 
tate the  quedion.  So  far  from  this  appearing  to  him  to  be 
an  qbjedtion.  on  the  prefent  occafion,  the  time  was  one  of 
the  greateA  inducements  he  had  for  bringing  it  forward.  If 
J^e.had  had  any  doubts  before  upon  this  point,  they  would 
have  been  removed  by  the  change  which  had  taken  place  in 
,the  fentiments  of  many  perfons  of  refpedability  who 
fdrq^^rly  difapproved  of  the  fubftance  of  the'meafure,  and 
^cmbted  much  its  propriety,  and  whofe  fupport  he  looked 
^or  on  that  evening.  But  there  were  confiderations  of  much 
greater  weight.  In  what  fituation  were  we  placed?  In 
profperity  we  were  <oid*  that  there  was  no  need  for  reform, 
.and  though  the  honourable  Gentleman  (Mr.  Pitt)  at  one 
time  contended  for  the  neceffity  of  the  recurrence  to  the  evils 
of  the  American  war,  he  forgot  his  promife  upon  coming 
•il>to,  power.  At-  prefent  we  were  in  a  (late  which,  God 
knows,  Mas  far,  very  far,  removed  from  profperity.  He 
wookl  afk  then,  whether,  in  the  prefent  ftate  of  jjnexa^mpled 
calauiiiy,  the  country  could  goon  in  its  prefent  fcalc  of  ex- 
|)ence  without  a  check  being  given,  to  thofe  who  had  the 
dire£lion  of  public  affairs  P  If  the  prefent  Houfe  of  Com- 
fnons  liad  brought,  us  near  the  end  of  our  refources,.  what 
could  prevent  our  tofal  rulri,  blit  a  change  in  the  conftitu-» 
:tion  of  that  Houfe  ?  WJben  he,  looked  abroad  and  furveyed 
tl'.e  face  of  Europe»  there  was  no  obje6l  which  to  him  ap- 
peared fo  defirable  tp;  ^n  Englilhman  attached  to  the  confti- 
UaioA  of  his  cotintry  as  a  refpe6lable  and  ir.dependent  Houfe 
jof  Commons,  fp^akirtg  the  fentiments,  and  confulting  for 
the  intercft  bi  the  nMion  at  large  Jn  France  a  revolution 
iad  taken  place,  the  principles  of  which,  at  leaft  in  which 
it  originated,  whatever  others  might  think  of  them,  he 
ihould  always  defend.  Stained  it  certainly  had  been  by 
enormities*  but  ^linifters  tfiemfclves  had  confeffed  tliat  or- 
der was  reftorcd,  and  that  they  had  afked  pardon  of  God  and 
man.  For  his  own  part  he  entertained  a  fanguine  hope  that, 
in  the  end,  it  would  tend,  to  the  diffufion  of  liberty  and  rational 
knowledge  all  over  the  world.  With  this  revolution,  then, 
how  ought  the  people  of  this  country  to  be  governed  ?  The 
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ConAimtion  ought  to  be  reftored  to  them,  and  when  every 
abufe  was  reformed,  the  fyllem  would  leave  them  nothing  to 
regret.  If  you  look  to  Ireland,  you  find  the  affairs  in  that 
country  were  every  day  becoming  more  alarming.  God  grant| 
faid  he,  that  a  convulfion  may  not  happen,  but  it  cm  only  be 
prevented  by  meafures  of  reform  and  conciliation.  If  fuch  an 
event  ihould  unfortunately  take  place  in  that  country,  would 
it  not,  he  afked,  be  wife  to  prevent  all  ground  for  difcontent  in 
this,  by  removing  in  time  every  jufl  caufe  of  complaint  ?  How 
is  it  poffible  that  the  Houfe  could  poflefs  the  confidence  of  the 
people,  after  having  fufFered  the  country  to  incur  difgrace  after 
difgracef.  After  being  brought  to  the  verge,  if  not  into  the 
gulph  of  bankruptcy,  without  witnefinigone  effort  on  the  part 
of  its  Reprefentatives  to  wipe  off  the  (iains  it  has  received,  or 
to  fave  it  from  approaching  ruin  f  Was  it  believed  that  their 
debates  in  that  Houfe  were  conduced  with  a  view  to  the  pub- 
lic good  ?  He  admitted,  for  the  fake  of  argument,  that  the  fide 
of  the  Houfe  with  which  he  had  thft  honour  to  a<St,  were  no 
more  adtuated  than  the  other  by  motives  of  a  pure  difuitcrefted 
nature,  though  while  he  made  the  admiffion,  hiS  confcience  ac- 
quitted him  of  the  crime.  Was  it  not  in  every  one's  mouth 
that  the  obje£t  of  the  one  party  was  to  keep  their  places,  and 
of  the  other  to  fupplant  them?  And  if  fuch  an  opinion  was 
entertained,  how  is  it  compatible  with  refpeft  ?  Thefe  were  the 
motives  which  induced  him  to  fubmit  to  the  Houfe  the  motion 
which  he  (hould  have  the  honour  to  propofe.  There  was  one 
other  point,  which  was  perfonal  to  himfelf,  and  upon  which, 
perhaps,  he  ought  not  at  all  to  trouble  the  Houfe.  As  long  as 
he  held  a  feat  in  that  Houfe  he  (hould  think  himfelf  bovmd  to 
perform  the  duty  he  owed  to  his  conftituents  ;  but  he  confider- 
ed  it  as  unneceiTary  any  longer  to  expofe  himfelf  to  that  ob«- 
Joquy  which  he  had  fuftamed  in  adling  the  part  which  he 
found  himfelf  called  upon  to  take  in  the  difcui^ions  of  that 
Houfe.  Seeing  calamity  fucceed  calamity,  and  that  every  ef- 
fort of  his  had  hitherto  been  inefFeflual  in  ftemming  the  tide  of 
misfortune,  he  defpaired  of  a  continuance  of  his  efforts  being 
more  fuccefsful.  Though  he  ihould  always  be  prcfent,  there- 
fore, in  future,  to  vote  for  oragaindany  meafures  by  which  tht 
intereftsof  his  conftituents  might  be  atTedled,  after  this  night 
he  (hould  not  think  proper  to  trouble  tlie  Houfe. — tic  con- 
cluded with  moving  for  leave  to  bring  in  n  Bit  I  to  amend  the 
Rcprefentation  of  the  People  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons. 

Afr,  Erjkine. — 1  rife  to  fecond  the  motion  of  my  honourable 
Friend ;  and,  though  I  might  content  myfelf  with  laying  that 
\  do  fo,  refting  upon  the  reafons  and  principles  which  he  l>a6 
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fo  ably  detailed)  and  which  have  always  been  mine  alfo ;  yeC 
I  cannot  at  this  awful  and  momentous  crifis,  with  propriety 
parfue  that  courfe.  The  principles  upon  which  we  maintain 
the  caufe  of  the  people  of  England,  and  indeed  the  univerfal 
liberties  of  mankind,  have  been  fo  frequently  and  fcaiidalouily 
jnifreprefcnted,  that  I  owe  it  to  my  country  and  to  myfelf  to 
ftate  diftindly  the  motives  of  my  condufl.  I  will  do  it  with 
firmnefs,  and  with  a  mod  tixed  determination  to  follow  up  by 
my  anions  all  that  I  (hall  profefs. 

There  are  three  quedions  for  confideration  arifingoutof  the 
motion  wKich  has  been  made: — Firft,  Whether  the  Houfeof 
Commons,  in  its  prefent  frame  and  conftitution,  fulfils  the 
ends  of  its  office  in  the  British  Government,  fo  as  to  render  any 
diange  in  it  inexpedient?  Secondly,  Whether,  fuppofmg  are- 
form  in  Parliament  to  ie  necefiary,  the  fpeciiic  propoGtion  fub- 
mitted  to  the  Houfe  appears  to  be  falutary,  pra^icable,  and 
adapted  to  cure  the  evils  complained  of  fo  as  to  entitle  it  to 
the  ulterior  confideration  of  the  Houfe  in  the  form  of  a  Bill  to 
be  brought  before  us  ?  Thirdly,  W  hetlier,  fuppodng  a  reform 
of  Parliament  to  l^e  expedient,  and  the  proportion  made  by  the 
motion,  to  he  worthy  of  confideration,  the  prefent  moment  is 
lieafonable  for  entertaining  it? 

I  will  of&r  what  1  have  to  fay  on  each  of  thefe  points  in  a 
very  few  words.  In  examining  whether  the  prefent  Confti'> 
tution  of  the  Houfe  fulfils  its  office  in  the  Government,  it  is 
necefTary  to  refle£l  what  the  office  and  charader  of  the  Houfe 
of  Commons  really  is  in  genuine  theory,  and  in  original  prac- 
tice. Its  office  is  to  balance  the  other  branches  of  the  Govern*- 
ment,  to  watch  with  jealoufy  over  the  Executive  Power, 
which,  for  the  ends  of  good  and  a£live  government,  ought  to 
be  fo  ftrong  and  powerful,  and  to  protect  alfo  the  popular  pri- 
vileges againft  the  encroachments  of  ariilocratic  influence  and 
authority.  That  the  Houfe  of  Commons  once  fulfilled  this 
office  is  certain.  That  all  our  liberties  were  fecurcd  and  eftab- 
lifhed  by  its  conflant  exercife,  is  acknowledged.  We  recolleft, 
with  pride  and  triumph,  the  glorious  exertions  of  our  falheis 
within  thefe  walls.  When  tyrannv  was,  century  after  cen- 
tury, combated  and  defeated,  and  the  lii^enies  of  England,  and 
of  the  world  edablifhed.  It  may  be  nlked,  wherefore  it  is,  that 
when  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  in  its  prefent  fram^,  has  fo  ba- 
lanced the  Crown,  and  lb  reared  the  Britiih  Government 
fjoiw  infancy  to  maturity,  it  is  now  infufficient  and  unquali- 
ned  ftill  to  preferve  it  ?  The  anfwer  is  a  plain  one.  Whilft 
the  people  of  England  were  engaged  in  a  flruggle  for  their  li- 
berties againft  a  powerful  and  art>itrary  executive,  a£tii)g  by 

prerogative. 
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prerogative,  and  not  by  influence  and  corruption,  it  was  enough 
that  tlierc  was  a  Houfe  of  Commons.  Whoever  fent  the 
members,  they  had,  when  aflembled,  a  common  intereft  with 
the  whole  body  of  the  nation.  Common  danger  united  them 
againft  thecrown,and  they  had  nothing  to  buy  off  individuals  from 
the  performance  of  their  duty  to  the  whole.  Wiien  the  crown 
cou^  not  buy  this  Houfe  it  was  driven  to  curb  its  privileges. 
This  made  the  Houfe  as  one  man,  and  the  Reprefentatives  of 
ten,  or  often  thoufand,had  the  fame  fpirit  and  the  fame  interefts 
on  all  political  objeds.  But  human  eftabliihments  are  not 
formed  for  immortah'ty  ;  they  muft  change  infenfibiy  with  the 
infcnfible  changes  in  human  affairs,  or  they  muft  peri(h  by 
viplence.  The  Revolution  and  its  confequences  in  the  erec- 
tion of  a  mighty  empire  and  a  vaft  revenue,  has  totally  changed 
.  the  face  of  things.  The  Crown,  inftead  of  being  balanced  and 
curbed  in  this  Houfe,  has,  during  the  grcatcftpart  of  this  cen- 
tury, erefted  its  ftandard  within  thefe  walls,  and  thrown  the 
privileges  of  the  people  into  the  fcale  of  the  prerogative  to  go- 
vern the  nation  at  pleafure  without  any  controul  at  all.  So 
far,  indeed,  is  the  Houfe  of  Commons  from  being  a  controul 
upon  the  Ci;own,  that  it  is  the  great  engine  of  its  power.  The 
Crown  by  ap^^aring  to  a<ft  with  the  confent  of  the  people 
through  their  Reprefentatives,  tnough  in  fa6t  by  its  own  in- 
fiuence,  is  enabled  to  carry  on  a  fyftem  which  the  moft  abfo- 
lute  Prince  in  our  htftory  could  not  have  faftcned  upon  £ng« 
land  for  centuries  paft.  Taking  this  propofition  in  the  ab- 
ftra6t,  who  (hall  now  be  found  to  queftion  it  ?  The  moft  ce* 
lebrated  commentators  upon  our  laws  have  been  compelled  to 
lament  it  publicly  in  their  writings  on  the  Conftitution,  and 
Mr.  Jufticc  Blackftone,  with  all  his  leanings  to  the  Crown, 
has  fairly  confefled  that  fuch  a  fyftem  could  not  have  been  in-' 
tended  by  our  patriot  anceftors,  who  had  ftruggled  to  curb  the 
prerogative,  but  by  an  unaccountable  want  of  forefight,  had 
eftabliftied  a  principle  more  dangerous  in  its  ftead.  So  faidthe 
illuftrious  Lord  Chatham,  the  virtuous  Sir  G.  Savile,  and  the 
learned  Lord  Camden.  Thefe  laft  great  authorities  were 
however  reformers,  and  we  know  that  the  wifeft  men  were 
fometimes  feduced  by  their  prejudices  and  opinions  to  pufti 
their  obfervations  bevond  the  mark.  Let  me  look,  therefore, 
for  a  witnefs  without  exception,  a  witnefs  to  whofe  competency 
the  prefent  Miniftcrs  can  take  no  exception,  and  who,  as  he 
'  abhorred  reform,  muft  be  fuppofedto  have  difclofed  unwilling- 
Ij  the  difgraces  of  Parliament.  Hear  his  opinion  upon  the  of- 
pce  of  Parliament,  and  the  ihameful  departure  from  it  in 
pradtice,  and  tben  let  every  man  look  into  the  glafs  of  his  own 
*'     '     '  confcience, 
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confciencc,  and  let  the  Houfe,  if  it  can  beac  the  pifturc,  fay, 
whether  it  be  like  us  at  this  hour. 

Whatever  alterations  time  arid  the  necefTaiy  accommodation  of  bufinefs  may  have 
intr oducedy  this  charader  can  never  be  fufiainci,  unlefs  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
Ihall  be  made  to  bear  fome  (lamp  of  the  a^ual  difpofition  uf  the  people  at  large. 
It  would  (among  pubjic  misfortunes)  be  an  evil  more  natural  and  tolerable,  that  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  ftiould  be  infcfted  with  every  epidem'.cil  phrenfy  of  the  peo- 
ple, as  this  would  indicate  fome  confmguinity,  fomefympathy  of  nature  with  their 
conftituents,  than  that  they  ihouldin  all  cafes  be  wholly  untouched  by  the  opinions 
and  feelings  of  the  people  out  of  doors.  By  this  want  of  fymnathy  they  would 
ceafe  to  be  a  Houfe  of  Commons  ;  for  it  is  not  the  derivation  of  the  power  of  that 
Houfe  from  the  people  which  makes  it,  in  a  diftindl  fcrife,  their  reprefentativc. 
For  the  King  is  the  reprefcntative  of  the  people ;  fo  are  the  Lonis  5  and  fo  arc  the 
Judges.  For  they  all  arc  triiftccs  of  the  people,  as  well  as  the  Comoions ;  becaufie 
no  power  is  given  for  the  fole  fake  of  the  bolder  :  and,  although  Government  cer- 
tainly is  an  inftitution  of  Divine  authority,  yet  its  forin&,  and  the  peifons  who  ad- 
minlfter  it,  all  originate  from  the  people. 

A  popular  origin  cannot,  therefore,  be  the  charad^eriAical  diftinfiion  of  a  popu- 
lar reprefentative,  which  belongs  equally  to  all  pans  of  Government,  and  in  aH 
forms.  The  virtue,  fpirit^  and  eiTence  of  a  Houfe  of  Commons  confide  in  its  being 
the  exprefa  image  of  the  feelings  of  thv  nation.  It  was  not  inftiiuted  to  be  a  controul 
mfon  the  p^ple,  as  of  late  it  has  been  taught,  by  a  doArine  of  the  moft  pcrniciout 
temkncy,  but  as  a  controul /or  the  people.  Other  irili^utions  have  been  formed 
far  the  purpoCe  of  checking  popular  excefles ;  and  they  are,  I  apprehend,  fully  ade- 
quate to  their  objedt  If  not,  they  ought  to  be  made  fo.  But  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
flionsy  as  it  was  never  intended  for  the  fupport  of  peace  and  fubordination,  is  mi- 
feraUy  appointed  for  that  fervice ;  having  no  ftrpnger  weapon  than  its  mace,  and  no 
lictter  officer  than  its  Serjeant  at  Arms,  which  it  can  command  of  its  own  proper 
authority.  A  vigilant  and  jealous  e)'e  over  executory  and  judicial  magiftracyj  an 
anxious  care  of  public  money ;  an  opennefs,  approaching  towards  facility,  to  public 
complaint: — thefc  fecm  to  be  the  true  char aAeridics  of  a  Houfe  of  Commonc. 
But  an  addrefling  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  a  petitioning  nation  ;  a  Houfe  of  Com^ 
moos  full  of  confidence,  when  the  nation  is  plunged  in  defpair  j  in  the  ctmofl  har- 
mony with  Miniflers,  whom  the  people  regard  with  the  utmoft  abhorrence ;  who 
vote  thanks,  when  the  public  opinion  calls  upon  them  for  impe;)cnments ;  who  are 
eager  to  grant,  when  the  general  voice  demands  reckoning  and  account  j  who,  in 
all  difpotes  between  the  people  and  Adminiftration,  prcfumc  againft  the  people  j 
who  punifl)  their  diforders,  but  refufceven  to  enquire  into  the  provQC4tions  to  them; 
—This  is  an  unnatural,  a  monftrous  ilatc  of  things  in  this  Conflitutlonf . 

Sir,  this  is  in  plain  Englifli  the  degraded,  difgracefiil  ftate 
of  this  Affembly  at  this  moment.     There  was  a  time,  and  it 

f  Mr.  Burke's  Pamphlet 
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has  umlergone  no  improvement  fince,  when  the  honourable 
Gentleman  admitted  this  to  be  the  truth.  He  admitted  during 
the  American  war  what  he  denies  to  maintain  his  own  war. 
Does  any  tnan  now  doubt  that  the  Conftitution  of  this  Houle 
was  the  caufe  of  war  with  America,  of  the  difmembermeBC 
of  the  emj>ire  which  followed  it,  and  of  all  the  pprte,ntous 
confequen^es  which  havd  fince  crouded  in  its  train.  It,)ia^ 
been  often  faid,  that  the  American  war  was  at  firft  the  war 
of  the  people.  No  doubt  it  was,  as  every  aft  of  Government 
will  be  popular  which  does  not  proceed  merely  from  the 
crown,  but  begins  with  the  general  fanSion  of  the  people's 
reprfifentatives.  The  crown  fecures  all  the  men  of  influence, 
property,  and  con  fide  rat  ion  in  Parliament  ;  and  they  carry 
the  people  with  them  until  they  are  broiight  at  la(t  to  theu 
fenfes  by  calamity  and  impending  ruin.  My  propofition^ 
therefore,  is,  that  with  the  management  of  the  mighty  reve- 
nue in  the  hands  of  the  Crown,  and  taking  into  conflderatioa 
the  manner  in  which  the  members  of  the  Houfc  are  elefied^ 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  has  totally  loft  its  original  office  and 
charafter  as  a  balance  againft  the  crown.  The  fpirit  which 
the  right  honourable  Gentleman  himfclf  raifed  on  that  Tub- 
je<3  began  to  ihew  itfelf  again  a  few  years  ago — ^and  my 
hon.  Friend  and  I  thinking  then,  as  tVe -think  (till,  that  the 
only  mode  of  giving  that  fpirit  a  fafc  diredtion,  and  preferv- 
ing  the  tran<}uillity  of  the  nation  and  the  world,  was  to  give 
to  Englilhmcn  the  blclfings  of  their  own  government  as  t!>c 
fureft  antidote  againft  viiionary  theories  which  conftantly 
rife  out  of  the  heat  of  all  revolutionary  movements.  He 
therpfore  propofed,  and  I  fcconded,  a  motion  for  the  Reform 
of  Parliament.  We  did  fa  on  the  30th  day  of  March,  1793. 
It  was  rejected  by  a  vaft  majority,  andali  who  countenanced 
the  caufe  of  reform  were  iUgraatifcd  and  opprcifLd.  Tlie 
fpirit  of  our  criminal  laws  was  charged  to  fcourge  them — 
and  inftcad  of  lenity  and  conceflion,  a  general  fyftcm  of  coer- 
cion was  adopted,  ?nd  the  war,  as  part  of  that  fyflem,  was 
undertaken  to  coerce  France.  The  object  of  Minifters  was, 
it  feems,  to  maintain  the  fubordination  of  the  laws,  to  up- 
hold public  credit,  and  to  maintain,  as  they  ftyled  ir,  the 
regular  fyftem  of  things.  What  has  been  the  confequence  ? 
In  the  purfuit  of  this  new  mode  of  fiipporting  monarchical 
eftabliihments,  they  have  abfoluiely  changctl,  and  are  hourly 
changing,  into  Republican  eftablilhmcnt  the  whole  face  of 
the  earth  Vand  in  fupport  of  public  credit  they  have  broke 
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the  Bank ;  and  in  purfuit  of  public  order,  and  in  mainte- 
nance of  what  they  call  the  conditution,  they  are  driving 
Ireland,  as  America  was  formerly  driven,  to  feek  for  eman- 
eipation  in  the  arms  of  France — and  if  the  prefent  fyftem  be 
purfued  longer,  I  maintain  that  what  Ireland  is  at  this  mo- 
ment, England  will  (hortly  be.  All  this  portentous  fcene  is 
chargeable  on  the  lad  Parliament.  No  Minifter  o^  the 
Crown  could  have  accomplilhed  the  ruin  of  the  country 
withofit  a  compliant  and  corruptly  devoted  infatuated  Houfe 
of  Commons.  I  maintain  that  if  upon  the  day  that  our 
former  motion  for  a  reform  was  rejected,  which  was  about 
the  beginning  of  the  career  of  his  Majedy's  Minifters;  I 
maintain  that  if  the  moft  arbitrary  and  rapacious  tyrant  that 
ever  afflicted  mankind  by  his  ambition,  had  invaded  and  coa-^ 
quered  England,  he  could  not.  confidently  with  common 
policy  or  prudence,  in  the  difpofition  of  what  he  had  fubju- 
gated  and  appropriated,  have  leant  fo  heavily  upon  all  the 
fprings  of  national  induftry,  or  fo  dried  up  the  refources  of 
poflerity  for  ages  to  come,  as  the  late  Parliament  has  done 
under  the  title  of  guardians  of  our  profperity.  I  maintain 
that  Gingis  Khan  would  in  wifdom  have  retrained  from  rai- 
fmg  200  millions  flerling  upon  thfs  conquered  ifland  in  the 
fpace  of  four  years ;  and  I  maintain  that  he  could  not  have 
been  fo  befotted  as  to  have  ilirred  up  the  conquered  to  revolt 
againft  his  authority  by  arbitrary  laws,  by  public  bank-^ 
ruptcy,  and  a  total  profcription  of  that  character  of  freedom 
which  had  for  ages  belonged  to  a  people ;  and  I  maintain, 
laftly,  that  I  believe  the  country  would  have  died  to  a  man 
rather  than  have  fiibmitted  to  what  they  are' are  now  finking 
under,  amidflF  that  ftdpefaction  and  proftration  of  ftrength  and 
energy  which  the  bafenefs  of  corruption  never  failed  to  produce 
in  the  declines  of  nations,  from  the  beginning  of  the  world.^L 
But  let  fuch  governments  know  that  in  fome  new  form  or 
other,  the  original  rights  of  mankind  will  furely  be  re- 
affumed,  and  the  monuments  of  tyranny  and  injuft  ce  be 
overthrown !  The  next  matter  is,  whether  the  plan  propofcd 
in  the  outline  by  my  honourable  Friend,  is  worthy  of  fur- 
ther examination  by  the  Houfe  ?  The  queftion  to  day,  is  not 
whether  it  fhall  be  adopted,  but  whether  it  (hall  be  received 
for  adoption  or  rejeflion  r — The  firft  thing  to  be  confidercd 
is,  whether  it  threatens  the  ftabillty  of  the  Government, 
when  it  comes  fpontaneoufly  from  the  Government  itlelf  as 
an  z&  of  grace  and  wifdom  ?  The  reprefentation  of  land 
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will  continue,  only  that  it  will  be  more  widely  difFufed  and 
extend  itfelf  more  equally  ;  no  good  reafon  can  be  now  ^f- 
figned  for  the  exclufiQii  of  copyholders,  their  eftates  only- 
differ  from  freehol.d^  in  the  form  of  conveyance,  and  the 
privileges  of  Lords,  merely  ais  privileges  of  property  uncon- 
jieded  with  authenticity  ;  leafeholders  of^a  certain  value  and 
for  a  certain  term,  which  amounts  to  property,  are  in  the 
fame;'  fitiiation ;  with  regard  to   inhabitants,   boufeholders, 
paying  fCot  and  lot,  taking  them  through  all  th^ir  gradations 
of  rank  and  property,  how  i§  a  people  better  to  be  defcrib-* 
ed  ?  Are  (he  balances  of  tlie  great  likely  to  be  Ih^kf  n;  By  the ' 
reprefentitive's  of  all  the  lands,  and  the  inhabitants  of  all  the 
houfcs  in  England,  connected  as  they  are  by  a  million  of  in- 
terfefling  intcrefts  with  the  public  credit  and  ftability  of  the^ 
government  ?  Is  it  meant  that  a^ll  the  houfeholders  of  England 
are  tb  be  governed  againfl  their  will,  and  that  the  EngUfli 
Conftitution  is  to  be  orotrudeJ  upon  them  by  force  ?  If  then 
the  balances  of  the  Government  will  not  be  ftaken,  otherSf 
affert  that .  foch  a  Parliament' will  not  be  l^etteV  or  ditfercnt 
from  the'prefeiit.     I  clofe  with  thefe  who  fay  fo,  and  if  I! 
were  fu re  of  it,  I  would  ftill  be  for  the  change ;  ^s  a  Govern-' 
ment  with  the  confidence  of  the  people  is  belter  than  no» 
Government  at  all.     What  is  tlie  vice,  and  danger  of.  the 
time,  as  it  is  ftafed/'by  thofe  who  rule  at 'this  moment?  Is, 
Ff  not'  a  contempt  of  the  aulhorities  of  Government,  and  a 
fpirit  of  dififFe£l(ori  *to  the  Parliament  of  the'iingdom  ? — . 
What  cure  for  fuch  an  evil  can  be  fuggefted  by  the  wit  or  wif-' 
domof  man*,  fo  efficacious  ;is  to  mak;?  the  Parliarpcnt  ecnanatei 
from  the  people;  to  make  it  the  creature  of  their  Qwn  creation  ? 
Who  is  to  raife  feditionagainft  fnch  a  Government  ?  As  we  had 
lately  a  national  confpiracy  without  con(pirators,  we  are  noyf 
to  look  for  rebellion  without  rebels !  TheKe  is  one  part  o^ 
the  Country  in  which  I  tiiuft  feel  a  very  lively  intereftj^  and 
of  which  my  honourable  Friend  faid  nothing.  .  I  will  ven-j 
ture  to  fay ,  that  ihei-e  is  no  place  to  which  the  ext^jifion  ci^ 
the  principle  of'the  plan  would  be  received  with  more  kind- 
ne'fs,  or  produce  a  more  grateful  affeSion,'tQ  the  Conftitu- 
tion, than  .in  Scbtlafid.     The  laft  point  of  9II,  and  .certainly 
the  moft  tnomentous.     Is  the  propofition  fealbnable,  fgppo- 
fmg  it  to  b'e  juft'P-^-My  opinion  is,  that  it  is'  fingularly  and 
critically  feaifonablc.     The  natlpn  (lands  at  prefent.  in  a  mofl 
perilous  predicament,  and  Gov  'rnment  is  driven  to  call  upotl 
the  people  fqr  greater  exertions  than  at  any  former  times. 
Vol.  III.  1797, '  2  M*  Burthens, 
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Burthens,  Which  ib  TpiicuViition  appeared  too  impra£Kicable, 
are  to  be  carried  )hto  practical  eflfca.  This  muft  be  either 
done  by  coercion  or'by  'afFe£)lon,  knd  this  is  tbe  moment  for 
the  choice.  When  you  are  the  voluntary  givers  you  can 
command  the  limits  of  what  you  give,  and  fix  tbe  qualifica- 
tions of  the  gift.  But  if  dlfcontent  arifcfs,  and  it  is  brought 
forwa^  as  a  dcmtihd,  Voii  are  difrObed  of  all  choice  or  de- 
liberation. I  declare  I^lehinly  ihit  I  thinly  there  is  op  alter- 
ifative  between  a  reform  by  which  the  hitipn  may  be  mzdc 
happy,,  and  a  revolution  which  will  involve  it  in  blood  and 
rum.  I  think  I  hav<»,  from  the  accidents  of  my  life,  as 
great  bpportitntties  as  any  man  of  judging  of  the  probable 
effcA  of  this  lenient  proceedings.  I  believe  it  would  gi«ie 
gcnciTal  fatisfadion ;  that  it  would  unite  all  who  are  divided, 
and  create  a  general  fptrit  to  bear,  up  againft  the  calamities 
which  prefs  upon  us. 

The  Chanccilor  of  ihe  Exchequer  fpoke  nearly  as  follows.— 
Feeling  Sir,  as  1  do  the  danger  with  whtch'the  prefent  pro- 
pofition  is  attended,  upon  the /grounds  upon  which  it  lias 
b'eeh  fupported,  and  in  the  ci'rcumftances  in  which  it  has 
been  brought  forward,  I  am  very  deHrous,  'as  eaj:ly  as  pof- 
lible  in  the  debate,  to  ftate  the.'rea(bns  by  which  I  am  de- 
termined to  give  it  my  moft  decided  'oppoiition.  Tbe  hon. 
Gentleimin  who  introduced  the  ihotioh,  began  with  dif- 
daiming  very  diftindly,  and,  as  far  he  went,  very  latis- 
fadorily,  all  thoTe  abftraiSt  principles  of  imprcfcriptible 
right,  all  ihotc  iio^rines  of  the  Rights  of  Man,  on  which 
diofe  without  doors,  who  are  moft  eager  in  their  profeiEons 
of  attachment  to  the  caufe  which  he  how  fopports,  reft  the 

Eropriety  of  their  demand,  and  upon  which  alone  they  would 
e  Contented  with  any  fpecics  of  Parliamentary  Reform. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  denies  the  truth  of  that  principle 
that  pirefcribes  any  particular  'form  of  Government,  as  that 
which  is  eifential  to  freedom  ;  or  that  univerfal  fuffrage  is  nc- 
ceflary  to  civil  liberty  ;  or,  th&t  it  even  muft  depend  upon 
thM  light  which  the  revolution  of  France  has  let  in  opon 
the  world,  and  froin  which,  however,  he  derives  hO|ies  of  lb 
much  advautage  to  the  general  happinefs  of  mankind.  Birt» 
in  difclaiming  thefe  views  of  the  queftionn  suid  in  placing  it 
upon  the  footing  of  the  pradical  benefit  it  was  calculated  to 

{jroduCe,  the  honourable  Gentleman  did  not  ftate  all  t!:e  ooo- 
iderations  by  which  the  condud  of  a  wife  ftatefman  was  to 
be  related,  and  tbe  judgment  of  an  upright  Teoator  to  be 

g;uided. 
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gai4e(U  TtequeiHop  (g^ot  m^rely^  w^f;thiu;-fonu^  a|tef;^t|Qp. 
m^jbi  or.«UHt|t  npt-  be  |iUei)d^  with  adv^nfiag^;  byt  it  ij^ 
the  dcyet'oTa^nt^ge' viiich  that  alteration  Lb  likely  to  ef^ 
^pA  in  th^ibape  ii^  \icbich  it  i^in;j:odMce4i  the  mifchie^ 
which  u&y  hf^  x^ccaiionpd  from  npi  i^dpptipg  th^  tneafure, 
and  the  cbancei  otk^  the  other  hand,  of  prodMcii?g  by  the  al- 
ly^ratiop  aq  eSkd  up^n  ti^ofc  tio  vyhom  yoa  give  way,  very^ 
dilFcreot  (xopci  that  which  had  induced  yop  to  hazard  the  ex- 
periijiieat.  Th^fe  ao9  th^  coufldcrat^on^  vyhicb  the  fubje^ 
9ught.t9  ept^brace^  s^nd  thp  views  upon  which  impartial  men 
mufl  dccicle.  Beibre  w^  adopt  the  cptKiix(iQns  (^  ihe  right 
.hooourahU  Gentieman,  we  have  a  right,  it  is  ^vcn  itnpoied 
difon  11^  as  a  duty,  to  take  into  our  view  as  a  leading  objed, 
iitfj^t  probability  there  is  by  encpgraging.  tHe  particular 
tnode  of  attaining  that  uniony  of  of  ^flfe^ing  that;  leparatioo 
«f  the  friends  of  moderate  reform,  and  the  determined  ene- 
mies to  the  Conftitution,  which  they  conceive  it  calculated 
ta  produce ;  we  muft  confider  the  danger  9^  introducing  ao 
evil  of  a  much  greater  magnitude  than  ttuit  we  are  now 
^ciiroiis  to  repair ;  an4  how  far  it  is  prudent  to  give  ao 
opening  fo^  thofe  principles  which  aim  ^t  nothing  lefs  then 
the  total  annihilation  of  the  Cpnitiuition.  The  honourable 
tnd  learned  Gentleman  who  feconded  the  mot^n,  had  fatd, 
that  thofe  who  foriperly  fopported  ParlianKn^ary  Reform, 
htfi  fipwo  the  feeds  of  that  eagern^fs  for  Parliamentary  Re* 
formi  which  was  now  difplayed,  and  of  the  principles  oq 
^vrhich  it  was  now  prefled;  he  thinks  that  tbofe  who  have 
p^t.  fupported  the  cai^  of  Parliamentary.  Reform   upon 

Stauodi  pf  praAical  advantage,  mgft  not  oppofe  tbofe  who 
ave  nothing  in  common  with'them,  but  the  oame  of  Re- 
forni,  nuke  that  the  cover  for  obje^s  widely  different,  and 
(iipport  that  pretence  which  they  afTiime  upon  principles 
^^ametrically  opppfite  to  thofe  upon  which  thofe  who  were 
friendly  to  the  caufe  of  reform  ever  proceeded.  Will  tUe 
.honourable  Gentlem  n  who  made^  or  the  learned  Gentleman 
who  feconded  the  motion,  fay  that  thofe  men  who  contend, 
.as  an  indifpenfible  point,  for  univerfal  fiiflfrage ;  that  thofe 
who  hold  doArines  which  go  to  the  ^xtin^ion  of  every 
hninch  of  the  Conflitution,  becauf^p  th^'y  thii^k  '<  convenient 
to  avail  themfelves  of  the  pretence  of  Parliamentary  Reform, 
as  the  iirft  fiep  towards  the  attainment  of  their  own  vicw^, 
aod  as  facilitating  their  prpgrefs;  that  thofe  who,  though 
they  condefcended  to  take  advantage  of  the  co-opv  ration  of 
thofe  who  fupport  the  caufe  ofrefb/qa  in  this  Uoufe,  yet 
Q  M  2  have 
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have'ticVer  applied*  to' Parliament,  atrd  -wlio^ould  not  even 
receive  as  a  boon,  what  they  contend'for  as  a  right ;  can  it 
feriouily  be  faid,  that  fuch  men  as  thefe  have  embarked  in 
(he  caiife,*  or  haVe  proceeded  on  the  prineiples  of  thofe,  who 
open  far  different  gtounds,  and  for  far  different  objcfls,  have 
moved  this  important  queftion  ?  Will  they  fay,  that  thofe 
men  have  adopted  (he  principles  or  foUawed  the  courfe,  of 
thofe  who  formerly  have  agitated  'thecatifeof  reform*,  who 
have  avowedly  borrowed  their  political  creed  from  the  doc- 
trines of  the  .Rights  of  Man,  from  the'  writings  of  Thomas 
Paine,  from  the  monftroiis  and  deteftable  fyftcm  of  the 
French  Jacobins  and  affiliated  focieties,  from  that-  proud, 
Ihallow,  and  prefumptuous  philofophy,  which  pretending  to 
communicate  new  lights  to  mankind  has  carried  theoretical 
abfurdity  higher  than  the  wild  imaginations  of  the  moft  ex- 
travagant vifionarfes  ever  conceived,  and  carried  pra'dical 
evil  to  an  extent  which  no  age  or  hiftory  has  equalled  ?  Will 
it  be  faid  that  ihofe  men  purfued  only  that  pradicat  advan- 
tage, which  a  reform  upon  principles  confonant  to  the  Bri- 
tift  Conftitution  was  calculated  to  afford,  who  faw  without 
eniotion  the  deteftable  theories  of  the  jacobins  developed  in 
the  deftruflive  ravage  which  marked  their  progrefs,  and 
their  praftical  effeSs  in  the  bloody  tragedies  which  were 
aftcd  on  the  theatre  of  France,  and  who  ftill  adhered  to  their 
fyftem  of  indefeafible  right,  when  they  faw  fuch  overwhelm- 
ing proofs  of  its  theoretical  falfchood,  and  of  its  baleful  ten- 
dency ?  Will  it  be  believed  that  thofe  men  are  aSuated  by  prin- 
ciples confonant  to  the  fpirit  of  the  Britifh  Conftitution,  who, 
with  the  exception  of  Ihe  pretence  of  Parliamentary  Reform, 
adopted  all  the  forms  of  French  political  fyftems,  who  fol- 
lowed them  through  all  t|i"eir  confequences,  who  looked  upon 
the  ravage  which  they  fpread  through  all  laws,  religion,  and 
property,  without  flirinking  from  their  pradical  effeS,  and 
who  deemed  the  horrors  with  which  it  was  attended,  as 
the  triumphs  of  their  fyftem  ?  Can  we  believe,  that  men 
who  remained  unmoved  by  the  difmal  example  which 
their  principles  had  produced,  whofe  pretenfions  rofe  and 
fell  with  the  fuccefs  or  the  decline  of  Jacobinifm  in  every 
part  of  the  world,  were  ever  aduated  by  a  fimilarity  of 
motives  and  of  objects,  with  thofe  who  profecuted  the 
caufe  of  reform  as  a  practical  advantage,  and  maintained  It 
upon  conftitutional  views?  The  utmoft  point  of  differ- 
cnce,  indeed,  that  ever  fubfifted  between  thofe  who  fup- 
portcd,  and  thofe  who  oppofed  thfe  queftion    of  reform, 

previou 
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prtvioas  to  die  French  Rcnolution,  which  forms  a  new  wa  in-' 
ih  ^Jolitics,  and  in  the  liiftory  of  tlie  World,  was  union  and  con-'* 
cerr  in  comparifbn  with  the  views  of  thofe  Vrho  maintained  that 
qtieftion  upon  grounds  of  ixpediency,  and  thofe  who  aflert  it 
as  a  matter  of  right.     The  ijuedion  then  was  l«twten  thofe 
who  contended,  whether  the  means  propofcd  were  calculated 
to  infufe  new  vigour  into  the  Conditution ;  the  objeci  with 
thole  who  afFedt  a  Parliamentary  Reform  upon  French  prin- 
ciples, ns  the  (horteft  way  to  compafs  its  utter  deftrudion.— • 
From  the  period  when  the  new  and  alarming  aera  of  the  French 
Revolution  broke  in  upon  the  world,  and  the  do6):rmes  which 
it  u(hered  into  light  laid  hold  of  the  minds  of  men,  I  found 
that  the  grounds  upon  which  the  quedion  refted  were  eflen- 
t tally  and  fundamentally  altered.     Whatever  may  have  been 
my  former  opinion,  am  I  to  be  told  that  1  am  inconGftcnt  ifl 
feel  that  it  is  better  to  forego  the  advantage  which  any  altera-, 
tion  may  be  calculated  to  produce,  rather  than  afford  an  inlet 
to  principles  with  which  no  compromife  can  be  made,  rather 
than  hazard  the  utter  annihilation  of  a  fyflem  under  which 
this  country  has  flourif^ed  in  its  profpcrity,  by  which  it  has 
been  fupported  in  its  adverfity,  and  by  the  energy  and  vigour 
of  which  it  has  lieen  enabled  to  recover  from  the  diiOBculties 
and  diftreffes  with  which  it  has  had  to  contend.  In  the  warmth  of 
argument  upon  this  fuhjedl,  the  honourable  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman has  conceived  himfelf  at  liberty  toaffume  a  propofition, 
which  was  not  only  unfupported  by  reafoning,  but  even  con- 
tradifted  by  his  own  ftatemcnts;  the  learned  gentleman  aflum* 
ed  that  it  was  neceffnry  to  adopt  the  moderate  Reform  propofed, 
in  order  to  feparate  thofe  wht>ni  fuch  a  plan  would  fatisfy  from 
thofe  who  would  be  fr.tisficd  with  none;  but  who,  I  contend, 
by  means  of  this,  wouid  only  labour  to  attain  the  complete  ob- 
jeft  of  their  wilhos  in  tbv  annihiliation  of  the  Conftitution. 
Thofe  men  who  treat  Parliament  as  an  ufurpation,  and  Mo- 
narchv  as  :n  in^nfi^n  ot  the  Rights  of  Man,  would  not  receive 
a  Reform  which  was  not  the  recognition  of  their  right,  and 
which  they  would  confider  as  vitiated  if  conveyed  in  any  other 
/hape.     Though  fuch  men  had  a\  ailed  thcmfelvcs  of  the  aid 
of  thofe  who  fupjKjrft.!  Parliamentary  Refornion  other  grounds, 
would  they  be  contented  with  this  fpecics  of  Reform  as  an  ulti- 
mate objeS  ?  But  do  the  honourable  and  learned  Gentleman 
mean  to  aflume  that  thofe  who  are  the  friends  of  moderate  Re- 
form, and  I  know  not  how  fuch  a  wifti  has  been  exprcffed  at 
all,  muft  remain  confounded  with  thole  whom  no  Reform  will 
Satisfy,  unlefs  fome  meafure  like  the  prcfent  is  adopted  ? .  Where 
has  fuch  a  wifli  for  moderate  Reform  been  cxprcffed  ?   If  thofe 

who 


c^iife  tmr^abf^ciiM  thtm  19  lilance,  if  diry  haRc  abtUioed 
iimi  pfieAng  tliem  u  »  meoi^l  when  they  nfKouU  have  ierirai 
cg^ly  ta  promote  thr  vic^ws  of  tl^qfe.  who  wi(b^  to  4nihilatC|^ 
not  19  refoFro,  is  ii  to  be  ^ppreheind^d  that  any  ill  «fie£ls  wiU 
QBfWft  unk(is  you  adopt  hmp  expedient  to  diAingoiili  the  mo* 
dfiralc  BLeformer  Uom  the  <^(perate  foe  ?  This,  however*  h 
the  niaiii  argnnicnt  of  the  ]eamed  Gaptleman,  which  he.  has 
put  iolo  9  thaofond  different  ihapeSf  I  dp.  not  helievCy  how- 
oveR)  that  the  teiDper  of  ipodftfitt^  Rei^npfsi*  will  lead  them  to 
iMkiC  eojQRinon  caofe  with  the  irfecoRcileable  eneoMes  of  tbo 
CMftitutioo*  If  thefe  are  really  many  wlio  may  be  Hknked  a& 
ntedecate  Reforni^%  it  is  at  leafl-  probable  that  they  feel  the 
foKeof  ihe  danger  which  I  have  dated,  that  they  think  it 
wifer  to  check  tbeif  wiAies  than  to  ri(K  the  inlet  of  Jt^robia 
piinciplei,  and  the  ioiprudence  of  afibrding  to  the  eneiaieaof 
Ihe  ConAiiQtioii  the  mean^  of  accompliftiing  its  deftru&too* 
Has  diere  been»  however^  any  decifive  nuanifeftatioa  of  theic 
it&imt  or  ia  there  reafon  to  believei  that  difappointed  in  their 
wiftiea,  they  will  be  immediately  driven  beyond  the  bounds  of 
^ty  to  the  Coikftiftution  ?  U  tliere  is  no  fccui;ity  that  tbofe 
whofe  views  have  already  pointed  beyond  Reform  will  be  rer 
called  to  better  fentiments,  if  there  are  even  certain  grounds  to 
believe  that  ihey  will  merely  employ  any  reform  chat  may  be 
l&tRxhiced  as  a  ftep  towards  realizing  their  own  fyiteiOy  npon: 
what  pretence  can  ^  piefent  meafure  be  held  out  as  calculate 
citl  to  foeonciJe  thofe  meB  to  the  Copftitution }  From  the  oon<« 
du&  of  Gentlemen  on  the  other  fide,  it  is  obvious  that  tliey  do 
not  conceive  any  decUive  manifeftation  of  the  wi&es  of  the 
People  tor  a  moderate  Reform  being  now  intioduced  to  have, 
taken  place.  My  reafon  for  fuch  an  opinion  is  this,  we  have 
iecn  that  the  Gentlemen  in  Oppoficion  have  not  been  deficient 
ID  their  e^ts  to  procure  every  expreffioa  of  the  public  con- 
currence 10  the  objefts  for  which  they  have  contended.  Fiom 
their  own  account  ihefe  efforts  have  not  been  unfuccefsfiil ; 
but  fuppofmg  that  no  efforts  of  theirs  had  been  employed,  and 
that  to  the  fpontaneous  impulfe  of  the  people  themfelves  are  to 
be  afcribed  the  Petitions  which  have  been  voted  in  diffisrenr 

2 Barters,  to  a  degree  indeed,  in  their  opinion,  to  decide  the 
rnfe  of  die  country  to  be  in  favour  of  an  immediate  peace,  and 
the  removal  of  Minifters ;  it  fellows,  that  ibofe  who  have  pre* 
fented  fuch  Petitions,  have  not  felt,  or  the  exertions  of  QppoQ- 
tioohave  not  been  able  to  excite,  any  eipreffion  of  that  opinion 
tf)ey  have  fo  often  urged,  that  no  change  of  men,  without  a 
charge  of  fy Aemi  would  k ad  to  any  permanent  good.    It  ifees 

not 
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not  appear  then,  that  there  is  any  call  Upon  the  Houfe  tb  ado^t 
a  iheafurc  Whicfh,  fo  far  from  beihg  nedeflary  to  Taltisfy  tntfft 
friendly  to  moderate  keforth,  they  haVc  hot,  in  aif^  fli^, 
e^preflcd  a  wilh  to  obtain.  '  Before  the  pradtical  dJipeaicrfCVof 
this  meafure  then  comes  to  be^ifcuffed^  the  p'radlical  neceffitf  ^ 
of  fuch  a  meafure  mvift  be  eftabliflied.     In  this  pr*o6f,  how- 
ever, *the  honourable  and  fearned  Gentlemen  have  faifed,  T 
need  not,  therefore,  go  into  the  ftate  of  the  ebulitry  to  refute 
the  ftatements  of  the  honourable  Gentlertien.    Indeed,  I  muft^ 
obfcrvc  Ihat every  thingurged  upon  this  topic.  Wis  tttJthing' 
more  than  aflcrtion.     The  calamities  and  difficulties  uhder' 
which  die  country  labou^,  the  war  with  f'rance,  and  Inroad^ 
ttpon  the  CohftitUtion,  the  profufion  of  public  expenditure, 
were  the  topics  upon  which  they  infifted,  ind  Which  they  faid 
Would  have  been  ivoided  if  Parliamentary  RefcJrm  had  forrner- 
ly  been  adopted.  I  hbldly  cbfitehd,  hoWeVet, 'that  in  the  bfigin' 
of  the  War,  in  the  efforts  to  an  unparaflefed  extent,  whi'cJhthc 
novelty  of  the  coriteft,  and  the  nature  of  the  enemy, "fdfCtd  tJt 
tb  exert ;  that  m  what  they  call  inroads,  and  which  we  iMritttH, 
were  neceflary  bulwarks  for .  the  defence  of  the  Confti<utS6iii* 
the  feelings  of  the  People  went  uniformly  along  With' the  con- 
du(3  of  Parliament.     1  will  venture  to  affert,  without  the  fe^t^ 
dfcohtradiiSttbn/that  in  ho  time  when  the  tide  bf  proTjJerhy 
beg^  to  turn  in  fiivour  of  thiscountfy,  when  the  nation' begatj 
to  recover  from  the  ftruggleis  and  froin  the  bufthetitf  6f  ttei 
American  War,  when  year  after  yeaf,  the  fourees  of  ptiRliljf 
wealth^and  individual  happinefs  were  increadng  and  ektendtrtg^ 
had  the  funiSVions  of  Parliament  been  mote  congenial  to  thi 
feelings  of  the  People,  than  in  the  painful  yet  neceflS^y  fkrug* 
gfcs  to  which  we  were  obliged  to  (ubmit  in  the  prefe^nt  cotiteu; 
That  the  narbn  has  fuffcred,  during  \ht  progrefs  bf  the  y^d!rl 
many  and  ferious  caiaimities,  I  do  riot  difpiite  ;  calamities,  liOW* 
ever,  "much  lefsfcverc  in  their  efcifts  than  thofe  which' haVe 
been  undergone  ^y  countries  ailing  upon  a  diflFererlt  fyflerti^ 
Itlias  Indeed' been  urged^  and  with  no  ordinary  degree  of  |](er'  ^ 
fef crance,  that  the  voice  of  the  nation  is  againft  die  proceed- " 
ings  of  Govcrnnicnt ;  that,  however,  is  more  a  rtiatter  of  opi- 
nion, than  of  fad,  and  every  man  will  naturally  judge *of'th6 
credit  that  opght  to  attach  to  fuch  an  aflertion,  from  the  fenti- 
ments  which  are'exprefled  m  the  circle  of  his  own  acquaiilt- 
airicc,  and  from  his  perfonal  enquiries  on  the  fubjedk.     Bdt  I 
will  undertake  to  fay,  that  at  the  prefent  mbmeht,  amidft  ill 
the  difficulties  and  embarraffments,    unavoidably  occafioned 
by  the  vigorous  profccutionof  hoftilittcs,  the  fyftefti  putfUed  by 
*ftu:riaAient  in  fuppoh  of-  the  mcafutcs  ^f  Govemmenti  is  the 
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fyftem  of  the  People  j,  and  Parliament  at  pp  pe.riod  poffetfed  in\ 
a  more  arnple  degree  the  confidence  of  tliQ  country  than  it  dpes^ 
now'.  .,  [^  pnrtial  laugh ^  and  a  qry  of  If  car,  hear  fj  *     '^ 

'.  Tli!?.  honourable  Qentl^man  may  be  difpofed  to  controvert 
thisopinipn^  but  I  ajii,  Ture  he  cannot  maintam  the  contrary. 
With  more  fihccrjtylor  mpfc  perfeft  convidtion,  than  I  advance' 
iR^hat  I  npw.aflert.     TJie   riglit  honourable   Gentleman,  the 
Hpufe.  will  rec61Ie£l,  was  accuftomed  to'  aflert  laft  feflion  of 
IJarlipraeiat  with  equal  boldnefs  and  veheitiepce  as  n6w,  that 
tpe  fenfeof  the  Gouptrj^  \yas  ag;jiinft  the  fyftem  ofMinifters. 
(joo'd  CjoJ'1  Where  can  jhe  learned  Gentlenian  have  lived  ?^' 
In  what  remote  corner,  ot  the  country*  can  he  have  paffed  his] 
tim^^r  ;Whiat  great  public  quefiion'jqan  he  IJafc,  upon  which 
the  public  Jiave  hot  evi^iced  a  g,reat  degree  of  intcreft,  as  great 
as  that  mewn  upoa  an^  former  occafioo  ?  On   the  contrary,' 
if  ever  there  was  .a'ji^nqd  which  we  fliould  Xelefl,  as  the  onc^ 
in  wKich  the  atteftuon  of.  the   public   was  ttic  moft  'turned  to 
guWic:  affairs,  itwas  precifely  that  period  in  which  tl^e  learned' 
yenti^^pnan  has.  defcribcJ  the  public  to 'have  loft  all  interelV 
m 'm^^ibcrationsof  Parliament,'  .   '       .  .     '  .  ' 

*,il!kpPW* 'it.  is  maihtained  that  Parliament  does  not  reprefent 
l5ieg;;e^t,|xxly  of  tlie  nation,  and  tliat  the  rcfult  of  general 
tlfifllQJjs '  gi yes  » no  ft rik i ng  charafler  or  i mprefti ve  ieature  9f 
ttK^^entiments  of  ihe'^peopfe,  but  lidefreit  npay  alfo  be  recol- 
fi^ei  \yhether  tl^ere  are  uot  rhahy'leadipg  inftances,  aht^  par- 
ticujaf  -qrcuiTiftance^  at^tcndant  'on  general  eleflions,  that  ^ 
Ibpngly  to  exprefs  the  opinion  ehiertaihed  by'lhe  conftituent 
t)^y^a'nd  dicing  up  the  cohfideration  in  that  point  of  vicwi 
l4ojMi(4A»  i^nd  arn  convinced  the  i)o(ition  cannot  be  o1:)jc<9ec| 
to,  tliat  the  approbation  given  by  thofe  who  had  been  members 
of  "tlie  l^ift  Parliament,  to  the  commencement  and  profecutioil 
bt  the  war  were  ftrong  and  powerful  recommendations  in  their 
favour,  at  the.  lafe  general  elections.  I  will  for  a  momentj 
pjjrfuing  this  argument,  requeft  the  Houfe  to  take  the  par- 
li'arpentary  reprefentation  jas  it  has  been  ftated  and  recom- 
mended oy  the  honourable  Gentleman.  I  will  defire  the 
honourable  Gentleman  hlmfelF  to  look  for  an  inftant,  to  his 
pwn,  .ft^tement  of  the  propofcd  additional' reprefentation  of  the 
counties,  and  then  candidly  decide,  whether  he  can  argue 
that  the  ienfe  of  the  people  was  not  in  a  great  degree  to  be 
fX)lle£led  at  general  eleftions.  It  is  fubmitted  in  that  ftate- 
ment,  to  extend  the  number  of  county  members  fronii  92  to 
1 12;  the  augmentation,  therefore,  did  not  confift  of  many; 
and  does  the  honourable  Gentleman  intend  to  except  the  92 
former  jneoibers  by  a  general  profcription,  or  will  he  pretend 
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to  fay,  that  the  fyftcm  of  counties,  as  it  ftands  at  prefent  in 
point  of  reprefcntation,  goes  for  nothing?  Certainly  he  cannot 
undertake  to  advance  fuch  an  argument,  and  fo  evidently 
inconfiftent  with  his  own  plan  of  reform.  If,  therefore,  the 
113  memfbers  propofed  by  the  honourable  Gentleman  to  re- 
prefent  the  counties,  would  exprefs  the  true  fenfc  of  the  peo- 
ple, it  cannot  be  denied  on  the  fame  grounds,  that  the  92  who 
were  ele6led  by  their  conftituents,  were  in  a  very  coniiderable 
proportion  the  organs  of  the  public  opinion.  The  arguments 
therefore  adduced  by  the  honourable  Gentleman,  go  againft 
his  own  declaration,  that  the  fenfe  of  the  people  was  not  the 
fenfe  of  Parliament ;  and  that  fcnfe  had  been  fully  manlfefted 
In  favour  of  the  war  at  the  general  eleftions.  Since,  there- 
fore,! recollefl  the  former  declaration  of  the  honourable  Gen- 
tleman at  the  end  of  the  laft  feffion  of  Parliament,  that  Parlia'r 
ment  did  not  poflefs  the  confidence  of  the  people,  am  I  to  be 
difcouraged  now,  after  the  general  eleflion,  from  faying  that 
they  aftually  did  enjoy  that  confidence  ?  hut  that  is  not  the 
only  ftatement  which  lean  make  in  juftification  of  this  aflcr- 
tion.  I  will  appeal  to  the  proceedings  in  great  and  populous 
cities,  as  well  as  in  the  city  of  London,  in  v^hich  the  of)inioni 
of  Gentlemen  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Houfe,  with  refpcA  to 
Parliament  not  poflefling  the  confidence  of  the  people,  wcrfc 
as  ftrongly  refuted,  on  a  fair  poll,  by  a  vaft  majority  of  the 
deftors,  as  by  the  eledlions  for  the  counties  to  which  he  ha'^s 
referred.  It  confcquently  appears  that  the  honourable  Gen- 
tlemai\  has  not  fpecific  ground  to  proceed'  on  ;  and  that  he 
has  totally  failed  in  the  foundation  of  his  aDTcrtion,  that  Parr 
liament  does  not  enjoy  the  public  confidence.  The  learned 
Gentleman  has  in  the  fanciful  flights  of  his  eloquence.,  puftied 
his  objeds  farther  than  his  honourable  friend  •  for  ht^  has  not 
only  faid,  that  Parliament  has  loft  the  confidence  of  the  peoj- 
pie,  but  that  the  proceedings  of  'Parliament  has  no  efieft  what- 
ever on  the  public  mind. 

The  learned  Gentleman,  however,  wi(hcd  to  unite  two 
claflfes  of  perfons  very  oppofite  in  their  purfuiis.  He  defircs 
to  reconcile  thofe,  who  by  the  very  nature  of  their  principles 
are  altogether  irreconcileable,  tliofe  whofe  political  clo6trines 
arc  knowTi  to  be  inimical  to  legal  Government  ;  and  thofc 
who  are  diftinguiflied  by  the  moderation  of  their  tenets. 
With  refpeft  to  the  moderates,  it  could  not  he  too  minutely 
attended  to  by  the  Houfe,  that  they  propofc  no  plan  of  reform 
whatever  ;  that  they  prefer  no  complaints ;  that  they  fet  out 
|yith  no  petition  on  that  (ubjcdl ;  and  is  it  proper  or  reafona- 
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ble,  that  the  Houfe  ihould  fpontaneoufly  give  what  had  noC 
been  even  demanded  ?  With  regard  to  the  other  perfons  al« 
luded  to  by  the  learned  Gentleman,  the  Houfe,  by  agreeing  to 
what  has  been  urged  in  their  favour^  would  give  them  not 
merely  what  they  clatni,  hut  what  they  den^nd  as  an  abfolute 
right,  and  what  is  in  reality  the  firft  ftep  to  the  accompllfh- 
ment  of  their  real  views.  That  the  pre(ent  moment  (hould 
be  a  time  for  the  meafure  of  reform,  appears  rather  incon- 
iiftenty  when  it  is  admitted  by  the  learned  Gentleman  himfelf^ 
that  radical  difcontent  is  prevalent  in  the  country,  and  when 
it  is  undeniable,  that  the  men  who  talk  of  liberty  aim  merely 
at  licentioufnefs,  and  fee  up  the  name  of  reform  as  a  difguiie 
to  ma(k  their  revolutionary  projeSs,  and  as  ihe  firft  (lep  to 
their  acknowledged  fyftem  of  innovation.  Conceflions  to  fuch 
men,  at  fuch  a  time,  would  be  impolicjc,  would  be  fatal,  would 
be  ahlurd.  The  Houfe  alfo,  by  agreeing  to  the  arguments  of 
the  learned  Gentleman,  would  grant  what  could  not  be  of  any 
,iif^  to  one  fee  of  men,  and  what  would  he  productive  of  great 
mifchief  to  the  other  defcription.  Such  concefTions  I  will 
maintain  are  not  warranted  by  the  found  maxims  of  philotbphy, 
nor  to  be  meafured  by  the  numerous  examples  drawn  from  the 
hif^ory  of  the  wotld.  The  honourable  Gentleman  (Mr, 
Grev)  has  talked  highly  of  the  blcffinp;s  which  are  to  refult  to 
mankind  from  the  eflablitbment  of  French  lihertv ;  and  be- 
caufc  new  lights  have  appeared  to  fet  off  the  doftrine  of  free- 
dom, this  Houfe  is  therefore  to  alter  their  principles  of  Govern- 
ment, and  to  accommodate  themftlvcs  to  the  new  order  of 
things.  The  fvApm  of  French  liberty  is  reprefcntcd  as  a  new 
]ight  difFufing  itfolf  over  all  the  worUl,  andipreading  in  every 
region  happinefs'and  improvement.  Good  God  !  is  the  Houfe 
to  be  told  after  the  benefits  which  have  been  derived  from 
the  revolution  in  this  country,  that  other  and  more  eflential 
benefits  are  to  be  added  by  adopting  the  principles  of  the  French 
revolution  }  From  fuch  lights,  however,  I  hope  we  fliall  ever 
protedi  this  conftitution,  asagaind  principles  inconfillent  with 
any  Government.  If  we  are  to  be  relieved  from  any  evib 
under  which  we  may  at  prefent  lalx)ur,  by  means  of  this  new 
light,  I  for  one,  beg  leave  to  enter  my  folemn  prbteft  againfi 
the  idea.  The  doctrines  upon  which  i^is  founded,  are,  as  I 
have  already  faid,  falfe,  fliallow,  and  prcfumptuous,  more  ab- 
furd  than  the  moft  pefiilent  theories  that  were  ever  engendered 
by  the  difordered  imagination  of  man  ;  more  hoftile  to  the 
real  mterefts  of  mankind,  to  national  profperity,  to  individual 
h3ppinc'>&«  to  intelle£lual  and  moral  improvement,  than  any 
tyranny    by  which  the  human  fpecies  was  ever  affii6ted. 
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And,  for  this  new  luminary,  (hall  we  abandon  the  polar  (lar 
of  the  Briti(h  Confiltution,  by  which  wr  hsve  heea  led  to  hap* 
p'tnefs  and  glory,  by  which  the  country  has  fupported  eircry 
danger  which  it  ha»  been  called  upon  to  encounter,  and  rifen 
fuperior  to  erery  difficulty  by  which  it  has  been  ai&uled  ?  But, 
independent  of  thcfe  general  grounds,  on  which  i  have  oppofed 
this  motion,  I  have  no  difficulty  in  dating  chat  the  particular 
meafure  appears  liable  to  fo  many  obje£tions,  that  in  no  cir- 
cumdances  could  I  hare  given  it  my  aflcnt.  Indeed  i  could 
as  little  concur  in  the  plan  of  the  honourable  Gentleman  as  in 
a  propofal  for  univerfal  fufFrage :  how  near  it  approaches  to 
(hat  fyilem  I  (hall  not  now  difcufs.  The  honourable  Gentle* 
man,  on  a  former  occafion^  has  fai4>  that  he  would  rather  have 
univerfal  fufirage  than  no  reform.'  The  learned  Gentleman^ 
however,  difclaims  univerfal  fuffrage,  when  afTerted  as  a  matter 
of  right.  Certainly,  indeed,  fo.ne  people  have  reafon  to  com- 
plain of  the  learned  Gentleman  who,  in  fupporting  a  plan  of 
reform  on  grounds  of  pradlical  advantage,  refufes  that  univer** 
fal  fufFrage  to  which  he  has  no  ohje£kion  on  praflicak  grounds* 
merely  becaufe  it  is  afked  as  a  matter  of  right.  He  will,  how« 
ever,  find  it  difficult  to  reconcile  that  pradlical  expedience  with 
the  new  light  of  general  freedom  which  has  fo  unexpe^edly 
broken  in  upon  the  world.  The  proportion,  however,  is  nei« 
ther  more  nor  lefs  than,  with  the  exception  of  one  fifth,  to 
abolilh  the  whole  fyftem  of  the  reprefentation  of  this  country* 
as  it  has  been  formed  by  charter  or  by  parliamentary  arrange- 
ment, as  it  has  been  moulded  by  time  and  exfjerience,  as  it  has 
been  blended  with  our  manners  at>d  cudoms,  without  regard 
to  the  rights  or  compenfations,  or  to  the  general  ctkSt  of  mcxH- 
fications.  All  thefe  are  to  be  fWept  away,  and  a  numerical  fcalc 
of  leprcfentation  to  be  fuhdituted  in  its  place;  the  country  is 
to  he  divided  into  didrifts,  and  every  hoofehold'T,  pnving  taxes, 
IS  to  vote;  thus  a  fydem  would  be  introduced  little  (hort  of 
univerfal  fufFrage  On  what  experience,  on  what  pradltce  is 
this  gigantic  fcale  of  numerical  reprefentation  to  he  introduced? 
In  ftirmer  plani  the  variety  of  the  modes  of  reprefentation  was 
admitted  to  be  proof  how  much  belter  time  Jfid  circumdances 
may  mould  and  regulate  reprefentation  than  any  mditutions 
founded  on  reafon in«j;s  a  priori,  and  how  necefFary  it  \vas  to 
give  way  to  the  eft'ds  of  fuch  exp<*rience.  It  ib  not  the  ha'fti 
un.T«jT.nity  of  principles,  each  puihed  to  its  extreme,  bur  the 
gfperj!  con^plexion  anting  (>ut  of  the  variou>i  (hades  wiiich 
fci  >s  the  harmony  of  the  rt  pre  fen  ration,  and  the  pra£tical  cx- 
Ce!>crcc  of  the  Conftitutirni,  capable  of  improving  utch  con- 
fidently with  its  fundajnent.d  principles.     Who  will  fay  that 
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this  beautiful  variety  may  not  have  contributed  to  the  advan- 
tage of  the  whole  i  That  fyftcm  was  pra^ical,  and  experience 
has  confirmed  the  excellence  of  it,  but  the  prefent  plan  gocfr 
the  whole  length  of  deAroying  all  ihc  exifting  reprefentation, 
with  the  fxception  only  of  the  county  Members  (why  they 
alone  ^re  excepted  I  am  at  a  lofs  to  conceive),  and  bringing  all 
to  one  fyileui.  Are  the  Gentlemen  who  propofe  this  fyflem 
aware  of  the  benefits  refulting  from  a  varied  ftate  of  reprcfeu- 
tation,  and  arc  they  ready  at  once  to  rcfign  them  ? 

( It  never  was  contended  that  the  inequality  of  the  reprefenta- 
tion  has  been  attended  with  any  pra&ical  difad vantage,  that 
the  intcreft  of  Yorkftiire  was  ncglefled  becaufe  it  fcnt  only  two 
Members  to  Parliament,  or  that  Birmingham  and  Manchefter 
experienced  any  ill  confequences  from  having  no  reprefenta- 
tives.  How  does  it  appear  that  univerfal  fuiFrage  is  better  than 
if  the  right  to  vote  be  founded  on  numerical,  or  even  alphabe* 
tical  arrangement  ?  There  is  no  pra£tice,  certainly  no  rccog- 
Thzcd  pradice,  for  its  bafi^.  The  experiment  propofed  is  new, 
eictenfive,  overturning  all  the  ancient  fydem,  and  fubftituting 
femething  in  its  (lead  without  any  theoretical  advantage,  or  any 
pradlical  recommendation.  In  the  mixed  reprefentation  which 
now  fubfifts,  the  fcot  and .  lot  ele&ions  are  thofe  which  have 
been  chiefly  obje£led  to,  and  the  honourable  Gentleman  oppo- 
fitc  to  me  forjncrly  agreed  with  mc  in  opinion,  that  burgage 
tenures  and  fmal  I  corporations  were  even  lefs  exceptionable  than 
open  burghs  with  fmail  qualifications.  Yet  this  extenfion  of 
fmail  qualifications,  from  which  it  has  been  a  general  com* 
plaint,  that  much  confufion,  debaudiery,  and  abufe  at  elec- 
tions arofe,  form  the  principal  feature  in  the  honourable  Gen* 
tleman*s  plan.  Upon  thefe  grounds,  therefore,  looking  fcri- 
oufly  at  the  fituation  of  the  country,  examining  fadls  with  at- 
tention, unlefs  wc  would  feal  cur  own  dilhonour,  nnlefs  we 
would  belie  the  teftimony  of  our  condituents,  we  muft  dif- 
fent  from,  on  the  reafons  on  which  tlieneceffity  of  this  propofi* 
tion  is  fouiuled.  We  ouoht  to  refill  the  fpecific  plan  which  the 
honourable  Gc-nilcman  has  oflFered,  unlefs  wc  would  renounce 
the  tried  fyftcm  of  our  reprefentatjon,  for  a  plan  at  once 
hifhly  exceptio!iabie  in  theory,  and  totally  unfupported  by 
experience. 

Sir  Frajids  Burdei*  fpoke  to  the  following  cfFeS :  I  want  to 
preferve  this  country  from  ruin  ;  1  want  to  proteS  the  rights 
and  liberties  of  the  people,  but  not  the  undue  influence  of  a 
junto  of  nolvlity  and  placemen.  1  fliall  therefore  fpeak  my 
fentiments  candully  and  unequivocally.  1  fhall  alio  fpeak 
them  boldly,  for  the  times  call  for  bold  and  unequivocal  Ian* 

guage. 


Mat  tL]       WOODFAI.L*S  PARLIAMENTARY  REPORTS.  s»5 

guage.  I  do  not  look  for  the  applaufe  of  this  Houfe,  nor  do  I 
expc£k  to  be  fupported  by  any  clamour  out  of  it.  I  (hall  fpcak 
on  behalf  of  tlie  people  of  this  country^  whofe  intcreft  it  is  my 
objed  to  promote.  1  ihould  be  young  indeed  in  my  contem- 
phtion  of  the  human  chara^r  if  I  expeA  that  fuch  behaviour 
could  lead  to  favour.  It  is  not  my  intention  to  follavir  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  through  all  his  turnings  and 
windings,  that  would  be  an  Herculean  labour,  to  which  I  do 
not  pretend  to  be  equal.  I  (late,  therefore,  in  the  firft  place, 
that  endeavours  to  encroach  upon  the  liberties  of  the  people 
chani£terized  an  early  part  of  the  prefent  reign,  and  that,  of 
late  years,  efibrts  directed  to  that  end  have  been  much  too  fuc- 
cefsful,  and  that  we  are  going  rapidly  on  towards  an  arbitrary 
Government.  Good  God  !  when  (hall  we  lay  afide  that  hu* 
miliatin^  copfidence  which  has  enabled  the  Minifter  to  bring 
us  into  io  deplorable  a  condition,  and  which  confidence  this 
Mintfter  has  this  day  laid  claim  to,  by  the  advancing  of  prin* 
ciples  that  lead  direi^ly  to  ilavery  ?  Have  you  any  thing  before 
you  to  juftify  you  in  your  confidence  in  that  Minifter,  or  ia 
your  continuance  of  fupport  to  his  meafures  1  You  have  fnp* 
ported  him  in  this  war ;  a  vvar,  which  let  the  Miniiler  fay  what 
hepleafes  of  it,  is  nothing  but  a  fecond  edition  of  the  American 
war.  .It  is  another  bold  and  daring,  but  unfucce(&ful  attempt 
to  ftifle  the  flame  of  liberty.  The  Minifter  attempted  to  re* 
ftore  Monarchy  in  France ;  he  has  procured  its  utter  annihila- 
tion there.  He  endeavoured  to  dedroy  the  principles  of  the 
FretKh  Republic ;  he  has  eitabliflied  them  on  a  bafis  never  to 
be  (haken.  Now,  as  to  the  motion  which  is  before  you,  I 
will  fay  it  has  my  concurrence,  as  a  meafure  that  is  highly  ne« 
ceflary,  and  one  that  Ihould  be  put  into  a  courfe  of  trial  with- 
out  delay.  Had  the  people  been  freely  and  fairly  reprefentcd 
in  this  Houfc  before  this  war  commenced,  I  have  no  doubt  but 
that  the  war  would  never  have  been  undertaken.  It  is  in  vain  for 
the  Miniftcr  now  to  talk  of  prefcrving  the  bulwarks  of  our 
Conftitution,  he  has  himielf  deftroyed  them.  It  is  in  vain  for 
him  to  deny  the  exiftence  of  abufes,  for  by  his  pradlicc  and 
tfie  praftices  of  his  predeccffors,  abufes  arc  interwoven  with 
and  become  an  integral  part  of  our  Conflitution.  Should  an  * 
alk  where  thefe  abufes  of  our  ancient  Conftitution  arc  to  »21 
found?  I  would  anfwer,  you  may  fee  them  in  the  barrack! 
that  have  been  ercftcd  all  over  this  country ;  you  may  find  thi 
in  the  laws  that  have  been  thruft  down  the  throats  of  the  "^ 
pie,  by  which  they  have  been  prohibited  from  favin<r  tf?^ 
Ihey  think.  You  may  find  it  in  the  practice  of  fendin!  ^^ 
the  public  moucy  without  the  confcnt,  or  even  knowtd'^r^ 

rar* 
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Parliament.  All  thefe  things,  I  fay,  are  abufes  on  oiir  an- 
cient Conftitution,  and  which  never  could  have  crept  into  it* 
but  for  the  corruption  of  the  Executive  Government.  That 
corrt>ption,  unlefs  yau  have  a  reform  in  Parliament,  will 
foon  become  the  euthanafia  of  our  Conftitution.  ft  has  re- 
duced uSy  with  all  the  advantages  of  our  foil  and  climate, 
to  a  (late  that  mo  more  refembles,  in  point  of  liberty,  that 
of  our  anceftors,  than  if  we  were  the  inhabitants  of  a  foreign 
land.  Indeed,  with  all  our  boaft  of  wealth,  the  mean  and 
hard  lot  of  poverty  falls  to  the  (hare  of  the  mafs  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  that  comfort  which  ought  to  be  the  reward  of  ho- 
neft  labour,  is  feized  by  the  griping  hand  of  a  rapacious  Go^ 
vernment.  But  all  thefe  things,  are  drawing  towards  a  con- 
ctufion,  and  that  which  was  once  a  matter  of  choice,  is 
now  a  matter  of  neceffity  ;  and  the  Chancellor'of  the  Ex- 
chequer, although  an  enemy  to  liberty,  has,  by  his  conduft^ 
contributed  to  Revolution.  What  was  the  caufe  of  the  Re- 
vpfutipn  in  France  ?  The  progrefs  of  reafon  and  philofophy  ? 
Alas!  reafon  and  philofophy  can  boad  of  no  fucfi  influence 
over  the  condudl  of  mankind.  That  Revolution  was  caufed 
by  the  extravagance,  profligacy,  and  infolenceof  its  Admi-  ' 
.niftration.  The  fame  caufes  are  operating  with  us;  and 
highly  as  I  efteem  the  talents  of  a  right  honourable  Gen- 
tleman (Mr.  Fox),  even  he  could  do  nothing  fub(lantia|  for 
the  benefit  of  the  people  were  he  Minider  to-morrow,  with- 
out an  entire  change  of  fyfbem  in  our  politics ;  nor  even  then, 
unlefs  there  is  a  full  and  free  reprelentation  of  the  people. 
I  hope,  therefore,  the  people  will  not  be  content  with  any 
change  of  men  or  meafures,  without  a  full,  fair,  and  free 
rcprcfentation.  Perhaps  I  may  be  told  that  Monarchy  itfelf 
cannot  be  fupported  without  corruption.  If  that  be  fo,  then 
I  am,  for  one,  a  Republican !  Liberty  can  never  flouriih 
where  there  is  corruption  in  the  Government !  Liberty  is, 
in  my  mind,  the  mod  valuable  jewel  in  human  life!  'tis 
what  I  value  more  than  life  !  Without  it  life  itfelf  is  of  no 
value ;  and  with  , poverty  is  preferable  to  wealth  without* 
I  prefer  hard  liberty  to  fervile  pomp  !  I  will,  therefore, 
while  1  live,  ufe  every  means  in  my  power  to  obtain  for 
the  people  their  jud  rights.  I  warn  them  not  to  be  the  dupes 
of  corruption!  It  is  not  Miniders  that  I  wifh  to  oppofe, 
it  is  corruption  that  I  wifli  to  dedroy  !  With  refpeft  to  uni- 
verfal  fuffrage,  that  is  a  point  which  may  be  difcuiled  here- 
after.  I  need  only  add,  that  the  prefent  motion  fiiall  have 
my  hearty  fupport. 

Mr, 
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Mr.  Robert  Thornton  thought  this  a  very  improper  and  even 
dangerous  time  to  fct  about  a  Reform  in  Parliament.  He  was 
in  hopes  that  fome  years  hence  fomething  of  that  kind  might 
be  attempted.  He  did  not  think  that  a  time  like  this  was  the 
fieafon  in  which  Members  of  Parliament  were  likely  to  follow 
their  own  private  interefts,  fince  they  were  all  too  much  occu- 
pied with  pubhc  hufinefs  He  was  therefore  againd  the  mo* 
tion,  as  coining  at  an  unfeafonable  time. 

Sir  Richc^rd  Htll  fatd,  he  had  been  under  a  three-fold  difli* 
culty  as  to  the  buiinefs  of  that  day  :  Firft,  Whether  he  (hould 
come  to  the  Houfe  at  all.  Secondly,  Whether  he  Ihould 
fpeak  at  all.  Thirdly,  Whether  he  ftiouKl  vote  at  all.  Two 
of  thefe  obftaclcs  had  been  furmounted,  but  he  had  (Idl  fome 
doi^bts  as  to  the  third.  If  he  divided  at  all,  it  would  be  for  the 
motion.  He  did  not  often  intrude  himfelf  on  the  Houfe>  and  bad 
always  rather  hear  orhejs,  ttian  himfelf.  He  ibould  not  hav^ 
rifen  on  the  prefent  occafion,  but  that  he  wifhed  to  avoid  the 
charge  of  inconfiftency,  ihould  he  vote  differently  fiom  what 
he  did,  the  laft  rune  the  fame  quedion  was  agitated.  He  then 
voted  againft  the  Reform,  becauie  lie  thought  the  prolpcnty  of 
the  country  earned  with  it  the  bell  argument  againd  making 
any  alterations ;  therefore,  in  the  fliort  fpeech  he  then  made» 
he  quoted  the  well-known  Italian  fentence,  Stavo  bene^  volevo 
Jlar*  tnegliOy  Jfo  quL  In  plain  Englifh,  /  was  well^  would  be 
better^  took  phyjic  and  died. 

The  face  of  public  affairs  was  now  evidently  changed  for 
the  worfe,  thofe  who  have  been  attempting  the  cure  of  the  na- 
tion, had  been  fo  nearly  following  the  fydem  of  Ooftor  San^ 
grado,  that  by  different  bleedings  one  after  another,  they  have  fo 
weakened  and  debilitated  the  patient,  that  flie  can  hardly  lland 
on  her  legs.  It  has  been  (aid,  this  is  not  a  time  to  make  exr 
pcriments.  I  am  (faid  Sir  Richard)  c^uite  of  a  contrary  opi* 
nion,  for  if  I  faw  a  friend  at  the  lad  gaip,  I  (hould  fay,  ^*  good 
•*  Doctor,  can  you  think  of  nothing  elie,  can  you  try  no  other 
**  medicine  to  fave  the  life  of  tTe  patient  ?"  For  my  own  part, 
I  think  things  are  as  bad  with  us  now,  as  they  were  at  the 
worfl  period  of  the  American  war,  confequently  there  is  as  much 
need  of  a  change  of  meafures  and  fyflems.  U  we  a(K  who 
brought  us  into  this  fituation,  the  Gentlemen  on  tlie  Treafury 
Bench  will  tell  us,  **  that  all  our  calamities  are  owing  to  at 
'*  defperate  Republican  Oppofition."  Afk  thofe  on  the  other 
fide  of  the  Houfe,  they  will  fay,  **  that  the  country  is  drained 
and  ruined  by  a  weak  and  wicked  Adminiflration  ;'*  but  if  I  may 
plainly  deliver  my  own  opinion,  Adminiftration  and  Oppo(itk>n 
are  the  two  millftones  between  which  the  Conftitution  is 

^  ground 
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groand  to  powder.  As  to  the  former  being  wcak^  they  certajniy 
are  not ;  perhaps  a  more  able  fet  of  men  never  aded  in  dieir 
places.  As  to  their  being  wicked^  he  fuppofed  they  were  no 
more  fo  than  their  predeceiTorSy  they  did  not  pretend  to  have 
much  Religion,  and  he  heartily  wiflied  they  had  more  ;  a  wi(h 
with  which  they  ought  not  to  be  offended.  He  believed  they 
Were  worthy  men  in  Oppofition,  who  a6led  from  principle, 
and  he  (hould  rejoice  to  fee  the  virtues  and  talents  of  Gentle-^ 
men  on  both  fides  united  to  fave  the  country,  the  prefent  ftate 
of  which  was,  in  great  raeafure,  owing  lo  the  war ;  it  was, 
therefore,  a  real  fatisfadiion  to  himfelf,  that  he  had  always  op<- 
pofed  the  war,  when  he  thought  peace  might  be  had,  and  that 
he  had  alfo  oppofed  the  fending  of  money  out  of  the  king- 
dom by  way  of  loans  to  the  Emperor;  Lodns^  indeed,  Sir 
Richard  faid,  they  ought  not  to  be  called,  for  he  had  uniformly 
thought  they  would  never  be  repaid. 

He  fhould  fay  no  more  on  this  fubje£k  of  Reform,*  but  that 
he  heartily  wifhed  we  might  begin  one  individually,  by  each 
tS  us  endeavouring  to  reform  ourfelves,  and  in  fo  doing,  we 
ought  to  look  up  to  Him  who  was  too  little  thought  of  in  our 
debates  and  cOnfultations ;  but  without  whom  all  our  counfels 
would  be  vain. 

Sir  fFU/iam  Geary  faid,  he  was  at  heart  a  well  wiflier  to  a 
Reform  in  Parliament,  but  difapproved  of  the  plan  now  pro- 
poled  ;  becaufe  it  appeared  to  be  too  nearly  conne£ted  with  the 
fyftem  of  Ufiiverfal  Suifrage.  He  did  not  think  this  the  vcqf 
worft  time  to  bring  the  quefiion  forward,  but  there  were  difE- 
culties  as  to  what  plan  the  friends  of  Reform  would  agree  to ; 
he  did  not,  however,  dcfpair  of  that  difference  being  made  up, 
and  that  at  no  very  diftant  time,  and  then  he  (hould  be  happy 
to  give  it  his  fupport ;  he  thought  that  fomething  ought  be 
done  to  prevent  the  enormous  expence  which  attended  elec- 
tions. He  could  not,  however,  under  all  the  circumftances 
▼ote  for  the  prefent  motion. 

Mr.  Milhank  faid  he  could  not  give  a  filent  vote  upon  this 

Jueftion.  The  beft  of  human  infiitutions  were  not  free  from 
efefts;  He  thought  that  many  evils  had  crept  into  our  Con- 
ftitution,  and  that  we  ought  to  provide  a  remedy  for  them  as 
they  appeared.  This  appeared  evidently  to  him  to  be  the  cafe 
w'mi  the  reprefentation  of  the  People.  He  wifhed  for  a  Reform 
in  that  particular,  as  beinffthe  beft  means  of  deft roying  that  im- 
plicit confidence  in  Minifteis^  which  had  led  to  fo  many  evils 
an  this  country.     He  was  therefore  in  favour  of  the  motion. 

Lord  Hawkejbury.  faid  he  (hould  give  the  Motion  his  decided 
negative.    He  thought  the  time  at  which  it  was  brought  for- 

vrasd 


May  !&]        WOODFALL'S  PARLIAMEm*ARY  REPORTS.  2^9 

ward  was  peculiarly  improper ;  but  that  was  not  his  principal 
obje^ion.  He  was  a  decided  enemy  to  any  Reform  in  that 
Houfe,  and  although  he  was  againft  any  idea  of  a  Reform  in 
Parliament,  he  neediiot  reft  his  objedion  upon  that  idea  alone. 
He  was  furnifhed  with  objeftions  to  it  from  thofe  who  were 
its  advocates.  They  all  differed  in  their  plans  fo  much,  that 
not  any  two  of  them  agreed  upon  one  plan.  The  reafon  for 
fo  much  Jiffcrence  was  obvious ;  the  evil  of  which  they  com- 
plained had  no  exiftence.  If  it  had  there  could  be  no  difficulty 
about  the  remedy.  If  the  evil  was  in  the  overgrowing  in-' 
fluence  of  the  landed  intereft,  the  remedy  would  be  applied  to 
that.  If  to  open,  or  the  clofe  boroughs,  the  remedy  would  be 
Apparent,  but  it  belonged  to  neither,  for  no  evil  had  any  ex- 
iftence. He  therefore  did  not  wonder,  that  Gentlemen  could 
not  agree  upon  any  plan  of  Reform.  He  was  fortified  in  that 
opinion  by  the  conduit  of  the  right  honourable  Gentleman  op- 
pofite  to  him  (Mr.  Fox)  for  although  he  had  voted  feveral 
times  for  a  Reform  generally,  yet  his  name  had  never  yet  ap- 
peared to  any  fpecific  plan  of  Parliamentary  Reform.  A  man' 
of  his  uncommon  abilities  would  not  have  been  fo  long  at  a 
lofs  for  a  plan  if  the  evil  had  any  real  exiftence.  He  therefore 
muft  repeat,  that  the  reafon  why  no  fpecific  remedy  had  been 
agreed  upon  was,  that  no  evil  had  been  really  felt.  As  to  the 
quotation  of  the  work  of  the  celebrated  author  (Mr.  Bifrke) 
by  a  learned  Gentleman,  he  felt  himfelf  entitled  to  complain 
that  the  publication  iti  queftion  had  been  ftated  partially,  for  in 
that  very  pamphlet  out  of  which  the  quotation  was  taken, 
there  was  contained  a  pofitive  obje&ion  to  a  Parliamentary  Re- 
form. He  muft  call  on  the  Houfe  to  look  at  the  caufe  of  the 
evil,  if  any  was  ever  felt,  in  confequence  of  the  determinations 
of  that  Houfe.  If  it  could  be  proved  that  the  clofe  boroughs 
were  tbe  caufe  of  the  evil,  he  would  be  content  that  fome  re- 
medy  fhould  be  attempted  to  be  applied.  But  he  denied  the 
af&rtion.  Could  any  Gentleman  prove,  that  at  any  time  the 
decifions  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  were  not  in  unifoh  With 
the  opinions  of  the  nation  ?  He  maintained.pofitively  that  they 
could  not  in  a  iinglc  inftance.  He  would  take  the  rcfult  of 
^e  laft  General  E!e£lion,  and  he  would  take  that  part  of  it 
which  no  man  would  deny  was  the  moft  popular  part  of  it. 
To  take  the  counties,  for  mftance,  and  populous  towns,  there 
it  would  be  fourid  that  the  returns  of  thofe  who  had  fupported 
the  war  were,  in  proportlcn,  of  four  to  one  a./ainft  thofe  who 
had  oppofed  it  in  the  latt*  Parliament.  What  purpofe  then  was. 
a  Reform  to  ani  wer  ?  Uiilefs  it  was  to  be  contended  that  the* 
Houfe  of  Commons  ffaould  not  be  in  uniiba  with  People.  He' 
*VoL.  III.  1797.  2O  admitted 
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admitted  ihat  the  coontrv  might  at  times  have  too  much  truft  in 
Minifters,  or  too  much  didruft  in  their  opponents.  But  if  there 
were  fuch  an  evil,  a  Reform  in  Reprefcntation  would  not  cor- 
real it.  As  to  the  clofe  boroughs,  he  would  fay,  there  was  no  . 
more  reafon  to  complain  of  them  than  of  the  popular  places, 
unlefs  it  could  be  proved  that  they  were  the  caufe  of  any  evil, 
which  no  one  had  ever  yet  done.  There  had  been  many  wars  in 
which  this  country  had  been  engaged,  that  might  not  be  juA  or 
neceflary.  Many  that  were  ju ft  and  neccffary  that  were  protraft- 
cd  longer  than  was  wife  or  prudent,  but  none  in  which  the  Floufe 
had  perfifted  againft  the  will  of  the  People.  The  American 
War,  was  ai  its  commencement  a  popular  war  in  this  country* 
It  was  a  war  in  which  the  Houfe  of  Commons  and  the  peo- 
ple went  hand  in  hand  together.  The  opinion  of  the  people 
changed  in  the  courfe  of  that  war,  fo  did  that  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  and  the  reafon  why  Adminiftration  was  afterwards 
fupported  for  fome  time  was,  that  fome  dangerous  riots  hap- 
pened in  the  metropolis,  which  made  the  Houfe,  out  of  a  fenfe 
of  common  danger,  rally  round  the  Executive  Government 
to  fupport  the  flate  from  impending  ruin.  This  was  a  ftrik- 
tpg  inftance  of  Parliament  adding  in  unifon  with  the  people. 
Upon  thefe  grounds  he  was  juftified  in  faying  that  a  Parlia- 
xpentary  reform  would  not  cure  the  evil  of  which  Gentlemen 
complained,  if  indeed  any  evil  exifted,  which  he  denied.  The 
fault,  if  there  was  any,  was  in  the  people  themfelves.  For 
thefe  reafons  he  faw  great  impolicy  in  altering  any  part  of  the 
conflitution  upon  plans  of  mere  fpeculation.  Befides«  if  a 
thing  of  this  fort  was  to  be  commenced,  be  would  a(k  the 
Houie  where  they  were  to  conclude  their  labours?  Specula- 
tive meA  might  fay  that  the  county  of  Middlefex,  becaufe  tlie 
metropolis  was  contained  in  it,  and  had  one  eighth  of  the  popu- 
lation of  the  kingdom,  and  confequently  contributed  very  much 
to  defray  the  cxpence  of  Government,  ought  to  have  a  much 
larger  Ihareof  reprefcntation.  Were  Gentlemen  aware  where 
they  were  to  ftop,  if  fuch  principles  were  admitted  ?  But  really 
there  was  no  foundation  for  the  complaints  which  had  been 
.  exhibited  againft  the  jprefent  reprefcntation  of  the  people.  So 
far  was  the  Houfe  of  Commons  at  this  moment  from  fpeakin; 
any  language  but  that  of  the  people  of  this  country,  that  they 
went  hand  in  hand  together.  So  far  was  the  Houie  of  Commons 
from  innoyating^upon  the  privilege  of  the  people,  that  he  would 
pledge  himfelf  to  prove  that  the  popular  power  was  continually 
improving,  and  that  the  Houfe  of  Commons  was  now  more  popu- 
lar than  ever  it  had  been  before  this  time.  Let  Gentlemen  re- 
colledt  the  principle  and  prgvifions  of  Mr.  Grenville'sbill  relative 
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to  contcfted  elcAions ;  let  them  recolIe6l  the  number  of  thofe 
clofe  borouglis  that  hud  been  thrown  open  and  have  Wren  made 
popular.  Befides  thefc,  there  were  other  points  to  which  it 
wai  not  quite  regular  to  allude,  but  which,  however,  hcf 
might  hint  at,  the  very  proceedings  of  the  Houfe  were  conti- 
nually publKhcd,  by  which  the  people  had  the  means  of 
knowing  wliatwas  paffing  daily,  which  muft  have  great  influ- 
ence on  the  HouCe,  by  the  opportunities  that  were  afforded 
to  the  people  of  forming  their  opinions  from  time  tQ  time." 
Thel'c  were  general  objeftions  which  he  had  to  the  principle 
of  a  parliamentary  reform.  His  ohjeftions  were  not  lefs  de* 
cided  to  the  fpecific  plan  which  was  now  propofcd,  if  a  fpecific 
plan  it  could  br  called.  It  went  upon  the  principle  of  uniyer- 
fal  fuffrage,  or  nearly  fo,  to  which  he  undetftood  that  but 
very  few  of  that  Houfe  would  affent.  It  was  a  principle  aban- 
doned at  the  time  of  the  French  revolution,  as  had  been  dated 
by  a  very  able  writer,  Mr.  M'lntofli.  Taking  the  whole  of 
the  cafe  together,  he  faw  the  chance  of  danger  fo  great,  and 
the  advantage  none,  that  he  could  not  poflibly  affent  to  the 
prefent  motion.  It  would  open  a  door  to  univerfal  fuffrage, 
as  was  apparent  from  the  accounts  which  he  had  read  of 
fjjeeches  delivered  at  the  difcuffion  of  the  fubjeA;  and  he 
thought  it  might  lead  to  the  overthrow  of  tlic  monarchy  and 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  together. 

Mr.  Sheridan  faid,  he  had  liftened  with  great  attention  to 
the  fpeech  of  the  noble  Lord  who  had  juft  fat  down.  A  fpccch 
which  was  remarkable  for  its  eloquence,  and  as  remarkable  for 
its  fteady  oppofition  in  limine^  againft  all  reform  of  all  kinds, 
that  it  might  as  well  be  called  a  fpeech  for  a  revolution  as  much 
as  againu  reform.  He  (houid  have  commended  it  the  more 
if  it  came  from  a  quarter  in  which  he  coujj  confide,  and 
reft  fecure  that  the  boldnefs  of  it  would  be  follovvecj  up  in  the 
hour  of  attack  ;  but  when  he  refledted  that  it  came  from  the 
fame  quarter  as  the  fcntiments  that  had  been  uttered  againft 
France,  that  we  were  to  purfue  a  bdlum  interned num^  that  we 
were  engaged  in  the  caui'e  of  law,  of  civil  order,  of  humanity 
of  relig-on,  and  refleftcd  on  whit  part  h:id  been  taken  in  the 
fame  quarter,  and  kne^v  that  thofe  very  perfons  who  thu« 
Ulked  boldly  and  fturd.ly,  would  afterwards,  in  the  hour  of 
real  peril,  be  rcadv  to  crawl  upon  their  knees  and  lick  the 
bloodoff  the  fcetofthefe  regicides,  when  he  contraftcd  this 
bluftering  language  with  the  real  fpirit  of  thofe  who  uttered 
it,  he  was  fure  that  if  thefc  fame  perfons  (hould  enter  into  a 
helium  internecinum  with  the  reformers  of  England,  they  miffht 
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be  made  as  hombk  widi  regard  to  tbem  as  they  had  fliefta 
diemfelves  towards  the  French.  He  therefore  was  not  for- 
prifcd  to  hear  the  noble  Lord  fo  bold  in  his  fpeech  againft  the 
reformere  ;  but  this  aflertion,  that  the  Parliament  is  now  tatxc 
popular  than  ever,  was  going  a  little  further  than  any  man  had 
ever  done  before.  He  liked  the  manner  in  which  the  noble 
Lord  proved,  as  he  called  it,  the  truth  of  that  aficrtioo  ;  he 
fiated  the  merits  of  Mr.  Grenville's  bill.  It  was  an  excellent 
regulation  with  refpcA  to  contefted  eleflions.  How  was 
it  e:^ellent?  by  taking  away  altogether  from  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  the  right  of  determining  on  the  merits  of  the  con- 
tefied  ele£lions;  by  (hewing  that  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
could  not  as  men  of  honour,  be  trufted  with  the  decifion  of 
inch  a  matter  as  a  contefted  election  ;  that  they  had  given  in 
falfe  verdidh  upon  that  matter  frequently,  and  therefore  ought 
to  have  that  power  no  longer ;  that  therefore  an  adtof  Parlia* 
ment  was  neceflary  to  take  away  their  power,  becaufe  they 
had  a£led  dlihonourably ;  this  was  the  noble  Lord's  proof  that 
there  was  no  neceffity  for  a  reform  in  Parliament ;  his  next 
proof  of  the  purity  or  Parliament,  and  of  the  popularity  of  its 
prefent  proceedings,  was  alfo  curious.  Some  clofe  Boroughs, 
If  Teemed,  had  been  thrown  open.  Crick  lade  and  Shoreham, 
and  one  or  two  others,  were  thrown  into  the  general  mafs  of 
reprefentation ;  and  this  was  another  proof  that  there  was  no 
neceiSty  for  a  Parliamentary  reform.  What  did  this  motion 
vo  to  ?  Why,  to  make  this,  which  in  the  opinion  of  the  noble 
Lord,  was  an  excellent  meafure,  in  thefe  few  inftances,  a  ge- 
neral mcafure.  .  Thefe  two  or  three  little  inftances  were  ex- 
cellent in  the  opinion  of  the  noble  Lord,  a  great  acquiCition  tQ 
the  people,  but  the  making  this  general  would  be  a  great  evil* 
The  quedion  was  now  boldly  put,  where  did  the  people 
fee  their  grievances  ?  They  faw  them  in  the  extendon  of  the 
excife  laws.  They  law  them  in  tl>e  (loppage  that  was  put 
upon  their  fpceches  to  each  other.  They  law  them  in  the 
ereftion  of  barracks  all  over  the  kingdom.  They  faw  them  in 
the  votes  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  by  which  their  money 
was  fquandcred  upon  objedls  that  was  never  defined.  They 
faw  them  in  the  money  that  was  fent  away  to  the  Continent 
without  the  confent,  or  even  knowledge  of  Parliament.  Put 
thefe  grievances  into  one  fide  of  the  fcale,  and  the  little  acqui- 
fitions  of  Mr.  Grenville's  bill,  and  the  throwing  open  of  a  few 
paltry  Borouchs,  into  the  other,  and  he  belipcd  the  noble 
Lord  himfelt^  although  by  no  means  a  bafliful  man  in  that 
Houfe,  would  be  adiamed  to  bgid  the  balance.    The  noble 
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Lord  dwelt  a  great  deal  on  what  he  confidered  as  a  very  power^^ 
(i]]  argument,  namely,  that  as  there  was  a  contrariety  of  opt- 
Bion  as  to  the  plan  of  a  Parliamentary  reform,  that  muft  be 
confidered  as  a  proof  that  the  evil  did  not  exi(l,  for  that  if  it 
did»  there  would  have  been  no  difficulty  about  the  remedy*  that 
it  muft  be  clear*  This  reminded  him  of  the  adage,  **  When 
DoS^rs  differ,  &c." — If  that  was  to  be  the  anfwer,  it  wooM 
£>llow,  that  if  dodlors  dif&r  as  to  the  remedy,  the  patientf 
although  he  may  appear  to  be  dying,  muft  be  taken  to  be 
m  perfed  health.  He  knew  not  where  the  noble  Lord  ha4 
ftudied  his  logic,  but  certain  it  was  not  from  the  College  of 
Phyficians.  Tliere  was  one  part  of  the  complaint  which  never 
occurred  to  the  noble  Lord.  He  touched  upon  the  landed 
intereft,  he  touched  upon  the  intereft  of  the  Boroughs,  and  mc^ 
logically  concluded,  that  there  was  no  complaint againft either; 
but  it  never  entered  into  his  mind  that  the  Minifter  would 
have  too  much  intereft  with  them  all  when  aflembled  in  the 
Houfe  of  Commons.  Here  he  was  reminded  by  the  words  of 
a  perfon  whom  it  was  hardly  regular  for  him  to  quote,  as  a 
reverend  prelate,  who  had  faid  that  the  Parliament  belongs  to 
the  Crown.  If  that  be  fo,  he  would  fay  that  he  would  not 
debate  the  remedy  whatever  it  might  be,  for  he  was  ready  to 
fay  that  the  Houle  of  Commons  would  be  better  in  any  hands 
than  in  the  hands  of  the  Crown.  But  the  noble  Lord  had 
faid,  **  Shew  me  that  the  clofe  Boroughs  have  done  more  harm 
than  any  other  places."  He  did  not  know  what  the  noble  Lord 
meant  by  •'  harm."  He  could  fhew  him  that  the  proprietors 
of  thefe  clofe  Boroughs  had  aflcd  on  a  principle  which  ihould 
be  cut  up  by  the  foots,  or  this  country  would  be  undone  He 
would  fay  that  they  had  bought  Boroughs,  and  afterwards 
voted  away  the  money  and  the  rights  of  the  people,  as  if 
both  had  been  their  own  abfolute  property. 

That  there  had  been  a  man  in  that  Houfc  who  had  feven  or 
eight  feats  in  it ;  that  he  was  connefted  with  the  Minifter, 
and  that,  without  one  foot  of  land  in  Ireland,  he  was  made 
an  Irifti  Peer.  He  could  ftiew  him  perfons,  who  could  not 
indeed  buy  men  and  fell  them,  becaufe  that  was  not  yet  to 
be  done,  but  who  bought  and  fold  boroughs,  and  with  them 
fold  the  deareft  interefts  of  the  people.  The  noble  Lord,  in 
part  of  his  fpeech,  put  the  clofe  boroughs  out  of  the  queftion  ; 
indeed  he  would  have  afted  judlcioufly  in  never  taking  notice 
of  them,  for  they  could  not  be  of  any  fervice  to  his  argu- 
ment.   But  it  feemed  that  Minifters  had  met  with  fupport 
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in  the  counties.  He  knew  they  had ;  and  it  was  a  thing  to 
be  much  laniented,  that  men  of  large  wealth  ihould  quit  the 
jieareft  and  the  deareft  connexions  they  had  (o\  the  purpofe 
of  following  the  dictates  of  a  profligate  Minifter;  and,  be* 
fore  any  juftice  could  be  done  to  that  part  of  the  cafe,  the 
noble  Lord  mud  have  counted  all  the  coronets  that  have 
been  given  away  by  the  prefent  Minifter.  Men  who  voted 
away  all  public  principle  for  favours  of  this  kind  were  the 
moll  profligate  and  contemptible  charaders  in  the  kitigdom. 
What  if  a  county  Member  knows  that  his  name  is  entered 
in  the  pocket-book  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treafury  as  a 
perfon  to  be  called  to  the  other  Houfe,  and  votes  any  thing 
that  is  defired  of  him  in  order  to  obtain  that  didinAion. 
He  knew  many  of  that  defcription.  Thefe  were  called  men 
of  honour,  btit  they  were  the  rcverfe  of  it,  they  were  ene- 
mies to  the  nation  in  which  they  lived.  The  pretended  to 
yote  for  the  caufe  of  juftice  and  humanity,  and  religion, 
when  in  point  of  hSt  they  were  only  laughing  at  the  public, 
and  voting  away  their  rights  to  ferve  their  own  ambition. 
That  was  a  great  rcafon  why  the  people  called  for  a  Parlia- 
mentary Reform.  It  was  toaconvidion  that  mod  public  men 
have  nothing  in  view  but  their  own  perfonal  advantage,  to 
that  was  owing  all  the  mifchief  that  had  lately  happened  to 
ourfervice.  It  was  upon  that  principle  the  fail ors  and  thefoU 
dicrs  reafoned.  The  Houfe  would  fet  them  a  better  ex- 
ample by  reforming. Parliament,  if  they  had  a  fpark  of  ho* 
nour  in  them. 

With  regard  to  the  quedion,  as  it  had  been  argued  by  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  nothing  was  faid  upon  the  pre- 
fent reprefentation  of  the  people.  The  noble  Lord  had  fallen 
foul  of  all  the  doArine  which  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer had  ever  maintained  upon  reform,  ami  lie  was  forry 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  left  the  Houfe;  were 
he  prefent,  he  mod  likely  would  have  faved  Wm  a  good  deal 
of  trouble  in  replying  to  many  parts  of  the  fpeech  of  the 
noble  Lord. 

Much. had  been  faid  about  throwing  the  country  into 
confufion.  The  Minider  and  his  advocates  aflFcfled  to  dread 
the  principle  of  the  prefent  meafurc,  becaufe  it  feemed  to 
proceed  upon  the  Rights  of  Man,  and  becaufe  they  faid  they, 
were  principles  which  had  been  adopted  on  the  French  Re- 
volution, and  which  principles  led  to  fo  much  horror-  In: 
this  rcfpefl,  he  mud  deny  that  the  horrors  of  the  French  Re-* 
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volution  were  produced  by  the  Rights  of  Man.  There  were 
biqody  calamities  befel  France,  after  the  French  Revolu<«, 
tioo  ;  nobody  difputed  it,  but  that  thefe  calamities  were  pro^*^ 
duced  by  thefe  principles  he  difputed.  There  was  not  fo. 
much  as  an  individual  who  was  concerned  either  in  writing  or 
publiihing  any  of  thefe  principles,  that  took  pari  in  any  one  of 
the  maflacres  in  that  country ;  and  here  he  muft  repeat  what 
he  had  faid  on  former  occafions,  that  excefs  of  condu^l  was. 
the  natural  eiFed  of  all  revolutions  when  men  (hook  oiF  their 
llavery.  When  men  are  under  the  neccflity  of  recovering 
their  liberty  by  force,  they  are  naturally  intemperate.  Man 
was  not  born  to  have  property  in  man,  and  if  he  perfifts  in 
maintaining  that  he  has,  there  is  no  wonder  when  he  falls  a 
vidim  to  his  own  iniquity  and  prefumption. — This  ought 
to  be  a  leflbn  to  us.  If  the  quedion  was  put*  to  him,  who 
were  the  real  authors  and  abettors  of  thefe  maflacres,  he. 
fhould  place  certain  defpots  in  the  front  of  his  accufation. 

It  was  impoflible  for  any  thing  to  be  more  unjuft  than  the 
view  which  the  Minifter  had  thought  fit  to  take  of  all  re- 
formers that  night.  He  treated  them  all,  and  aflced  the  pub-» 
lie  to  look  upon  them  all,  as  fo  many  malked  traitors.  He 
denied  the  juAice  of  that  defcription  of  them.  That  thero 
might  be  among  them  fome  men  of  mifcheivous  intentions 
no  man  would  difpute,  and  when  was  any  great  public 
meafure  propofed,  in  which  fome  fuch  charaders  would  not 
mingle,  but  that  they  were  conGderable  either  in  num- 
bers or  talents  was  what  he  did  not  believe.  That  he 
was  no  friend  to  fuch  perfons,  but  would,  on  the  con- 
trary, endeavour  to  detect  them,  he  was  entitled  by  what 
he  had  faid  that  day  on  another  fubjeA,  to  a(k  the 
Houfe  to  believe.  But  when  the  Minifter  took  the 
whole  complexion  of  a  meeting  from  the  intemperate 
fpeeches  of  a  few  intoxicated  or  fuperficial  individuals,  who 
might  cafualiy  attend  a  public  meeting,  it  proved,  what  he 
had  already  faid  of  the  Minifter,  that  lie  was  ignorant  of  the 
nature  of  a  popular  aflembly  ;  how  could  he  be  otherwife  ? 
He  never  entered  any  aflembly  except  the  Houfe  of  Com-' 
mons,  and  that  was  the  reafon  why  he  could  not  make  a  dif- 
tin£lion  between  the  honeil  intentions  of  the  mafs  of  a  people, 
And  the  abfurdities  of  a  few. 

But  the  Minider  had  endeavoured  to  make  a  great  deal  of 
die  difference  that  fubfifted  between  the  reformers,  and  he 
bad  faid  that  all  that  had  been  urged  upon  reform,  when  he 

was 


tfl6  WOODPAIX*S  PARLIAM1SNTARY  REPORTS.      [Commovs, 

was  a  pjirty  to  It,  was  agreement  itfelf  compared  to  the  dif- 
cordance  of  late  meetings.  He  thought  that  there  was  no 
harm  in  every  man  fpeaking  openly  what  he  thought  upon 
the  fubjed  of  Parliamentary  Reform  ;  he  wiflied  every  man's 
heart  to  be  legible  in  thefe  times  of  danger.  It  was  better 
at  all  times  than  concealment.  He  knew  not  why  univerfal 
fuiFrage  fhould  have  been  brought  into  fuch  contempt ;  he 
remembered  at  fome  meetings  figning  his  name  Vith  the 
Duke  of  Richmond  in  favour  of  univerfal  fuflpi^ge  and  an- 
nual Parliaments.  He  confidered  it  as  the  right  of  every 
man  to  propofe  that  if  he  thought  fit ;  the  expediency  of 
fuch  a  plan  was  matter  for  difculTion  and  deliberation  ;  if  any 
other  plan  was  better,  there  was  no  reafon  'why  it  (hould 
not  be  preferred ;  but  it  feemed  now  to  be  treated  as  a  fpecies 
<if  ireafon  ;  he  confefled  he  knew  not  why,  he  was  not  at  all 
aihamed  of  having  figned  it»  there  was  no  fecrecy  about  the 
matter,  it  was  publiihed  in  all  the  newfpapers,  he  thought 
this  plan  a  better  one,  he  thought  alfo  that  the  mafs  of  the 
people  would  be  fatisfied  with  it ;  but,  that  every  man  who 
thought  univerfal  fufFrage  the  bed  plan,  mud  neceflfarily  wifli 
for  anarchy  and  confufion,  was  a  thing  which  he  would  not 
admit.  Some  men  claimed  popularity  as  well  as  other  advan- 
tages from  their  rank,  but  they  were  deceived  if  they  thought 
they  could  perfecute  ethers  for  following  their  opinions 
without  being  defpifed  by  the  public.  He  did  not,  like  a 
noble  Duke,  wi(h  to  throw  men  into  dungeons  for  not  fol- 
lowing his  opinion. 

It  had  been  ftated,  that  the  number  of  thofc  who  wi(faed 
for  a  Reform  in  Parliament  was  fmall.  He  did  not  believe 
it.  He  believed  that  tfie  whole  body  of  DiflTcnters  wifhed 
for  a  Reform  without  pulling  down  the  fabric  of  the  Condi* 
tution.  He  believed  alfo,  that  the  mufs  of  the  people  of 
Scotland  had  the  fame  wi(h,  for  at  prefent  the  whole  45  yrcjt 
returned  by  men  who  h  .d  fome  of  them  not  an  inch  of  land 
in  that  pnrt  of  the  i/Iand. 

He  was  not  much  of  an  egotid,  nor  was  he,  out  of  that 
Houfe,  an  arrogant  man.  He  was  almod  afliamed  of  the 
praife  the  Minider  had  bedowed  upon  him  that  day  for  merely 
doing  his  duty,  when  he  fpoke  of  the  failors.  He  hoped,  and 
he  truded,  that  under  fuch  calamity  as  this  country  feels,  we 
Ihall  never  bend  our  necks  to  an  infolent  foe;  but  will,  if 
necelTary,  to  a  man,  defend  our  rights  with  our  lives.  He 
mud  be  indulged  to  fay  another  word  about  himfelf,  as-it 

was 
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was  now  neceflary.  He  had  been  accufed  of  wifhing  to  join 
with  thofe  who  wi(h  for  anarchy.  He  would  a(k  thofe  who  ^ 
charged  him  with  fo  foul  a  wilh,  what  temptatinn  he  had  to 
do  fo  i  What  provocation  had  he  to  raife  any  malignity 
ggainft  the  Ariftocracy  of  this  land,  or  againft  its  monarchy  ? 
He  had  poiTefled  at  one  time  fome  confidence  from  the  mo* 
narchy  during  the  time  he  filled  an  office  of  confiderable 
truft.  He  had  been  honoured  with  the  confidence  of  an  il- 
luftrious  perfonage.  He  had  been  treated  with  civility  by 
many  of  the  iiril  families  in  this  country.  He  knew  no  oc* 
cafion  l\e  had  to  regret  the  attention  he  had  received  from 
that  Houfe.  He  had  no  defire  to  break  a  lance  with  any  . 
orator  in  any  other  place.  He,  tlierefore,  expeAed  credit 
for  fificerity  when  he  declared  that  he  fupported  this  motion 
from  hi&  heart,  becaufe  he  thought,  in  his  confcience,  it 
tentlcd  to  rcftore  to  the  people  fome  of  the  purity  of  their 
6irigii>ally  est^cellent  Conftitution,  and  to  fave  the  otate  from 
ruin. 

Sir  ff^.  Toung  declared  himfelf  to  be  an  enemy  of  every 
idan  be  had  ever  heard  fuggefted  for  the  alteration  of  the 
rform  .of  the  reprefentation,  and  the  prefent  was,  in  his  mind, 
as  objeSionable  as  all  the  preceding  projeds  that  had  been 
^bmitte4  to  the  public.  It  was  idle  to  contend,  however 
they  might  be  guarded,  that  every  fuch  plan  would  not  finally  ' 
.^tend  to  univerial  fuffrage.  It  was  in  the  nature  of  thines 
that  ooaceffions  being  made  to  the  multitude,  they  would 
take  advantage  and  turn  it  to  their  mo(l  extravagant  defigns* 
The  example  of  France  had  prefented  a  warning  which  he 
thought  would  have  deterred  us  from  this  dangerous  courfp  of 
eacpeximents.  Not  one  of  the  perfons  who  began  the  French 
Revolution  intended  to  pu(h  it  to  univerfal  fuffrage  ;  but  it 
WRs  obvious  that  the  degree  of  power  which  they  gave  to  tho 
.niiBople,  made  itlmpolTible  for  them  to  prevent  the  abufe  of 
It.  In  the  fpecific  plan  which  the  hon.  Gentleman  had  fug.^ 
igefted  that  day,  there  were  theories  entirely  inconfiftent  with 
perfed  reprefentation.  Though  it  was  intended  to  enlarge 
the  reprefentation  of  the  fmall  boroughs,  yet  he  underllood 
that  the  great  cities  and  populous  towns  would  be  divide4 
according  to  their  population.  In  that  cafe  it  wa3  obvious 
that  the  inequalities  would  be  detrimental  tj  the  public  \n^ 
tereft.  The  metropolis  would  have  a  preponderance  oyer  all 
the  reft  of  the  Icingdom.  lyoadon  woufd  be  the  Republic  of 
England,  as  Paris  was  of  France.  He  concluded  by  faying 
that  in  his  mind  Providence  feemed  to  bole)  QU^  fi^  inftrudive 
Vpt,  111,1797,  ZP  Uffon 
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leflon  to  nations  to  avoid  thofe  dangerous  theories^  and  to 
guard  people  againft  the  extravagance  of  their  own  paf- 
lions 

Mr.  Barham  faid,  that  he  had  through  life  been  an  adr<v 
cate  for  Parliamentary  Relorm,  but  he  muft  ob  t-ct  to  the 
propofition  which  was  that  day  prefemed  to  the  Houfe,  and 
that  for  two  diilinct  reafons.  The  firft,  that  it  was  not  called 
for,  in  his  opinion,  by  the  majority  of  the  people ;  and  fc- 
condly,  that  it  was  not  the  proper  time  for  agitating  the 
important  queflion.  In  a  feafon  of  fo  much  difficulty  and 
alarm,  he  thought  it  unwife  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
Houfe  to  a  fubject  which  muft  excite  veryftrong  emotions 
in  the  country,  and  create  divifions  injurious  to  the  common 
exertion  that  was  required  for  our  common  intereft.  When 
the  proper  time  (hould  come,  and  that  it  was  obvioufly  called 
for  and  demanded  by  the  people,  he  (hould  certainly  think 
himfelf  bound  to  give  his  countenance  to  a  fobcr  and  well 
digtfted  fcheme  of  reform,  by  which  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
fliould  be  the  efficient  rcprefentative  of  the  country. 

Mr.  IV.  Smith  faid,  that  he  felt  it  to  be  the  indifpenfible 
duty  of  Gentlemen  to  declare  their  opinions  upon  this  great 
fubje£l  with  clearnefs  and  precifion.  The  time  was  come 
when  the  queftion  of  Parliamentary  Reform  could  be  no 
longer  treated  with  indifference.  It  was  of  no  account  tb 
examine,  whether  the  landed  reprefentation  had  the  fupert^ 
ority  over  the  commercial,  or  whether  the  commercial  WUs 
grcfiter  than  the  landed,  thefe  were  points  of  little  import- 
ance ;  the  queftion  was,  whether  the  Crown  had  not  a  do- 
mineering influence  over  both  ?  And  if  this  (hould  be  made 
manifeft,  as  in  his'  confcicnce  he  believed  it  could,  they 
ought  not,  nay,  he  would  fay  more,  they  could  not  long  fc- 
fift  the  imperious  demand  of  the  people  for  a  reform.  That 
it  was  fo  would  require  but  little  iiluftration ;  it  was  felf- 
evident ;  one-third  of  the  Members  of  that  Houfe  held  places 
of  truft  and  profit  direftly  and  openly  under  the  Crown.  He 
^id  not  mean  to  fay  that  they  might  not  be  very  honourable 
men,  and  that  they  did  not  perform  faithful  fervice  for  their 
money  ;  but  he  demanded  to  know,  whether  if  the  choice  of 
reprefentation  was  as  free  and  as  popular  as  it  ought  to  be,  it 
would  be  either  probable  or  rational  that  the  people  of  England 
(hould  delegate  a  number  of  perfons  in  the  pay  of  the  Crown 
to  watch,  examine,  and  controul  the  expences  of  the  Crown  ? 
Was  it  likely  that,  when  they  were  ereAing  a  barrier  be- 
tween themfelyes  and  their  rulers^  they  would  choofe  the  hired 

fervaots 
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lerv^nts  of  Government  to  conftitnte  that  barrier  ?  Look  a< 
the  fa6l.  Had  this  thinf  part  of  the  Hotife  of  Commons 
given  their  countenance  to  any  one  motion  for  an  enquiry 
into  the  expenditui'e,  into  the  grofs  extravagance  and  enor-» 
mousabufe  of  the  pu1>Iic  money  dating  this  difaftrous  war? 
Had  they  joined  in  any  one  motion  for  cenfure  upon  the  un-* 
coniUtutional  mcxles  that  had  been  pradlifed  in  fending  mo-* 
ney  out  of  the  kingdom  without  the  confent  or  knowledge 
of  Parliament  ?  Here  was  iipori  the  face  and  exterior  of  out* 
reprefentation  a  fymptom  in  leaft  of  its  being  erroneous^ 
It  was  a  thing  for  which  nothing  but  fundamental  error  in 
the  fyftem  could  account.  There  was  another  inftancc 
equally  pregnant :  by  what  fatality  could  it  happen  that  the 
whole  kingdom  of  Scotland  had  been  of  one  mind  in  exer-« 
cifmg  the  elei^ive  fuffrage  if  any  eledive  fufFrage  they  pof-* 
feffed  ?  By  what  unaccountable  circumftance  was  it  that  all 
the  Members  from  that  country  were  unanimous  in  their 
fupport  of  Government  ?  It  could  only  arifc  from  a  pofitive 
dtkSt  in  the  fyftem  of  the  election  ;  for  where  the  voices  of 
the  elective  body  were  free,  thdre  would  be  diverfity  of 
opinion.  But  it  was  faid,  how  would  a  reform  tend  to  cor* 
rcct  all  the  evils  of  our  reprefentation  ?  He  was  free  to  con-* 
fcfs  that  mere  reform  in  the  plan  of  election  would  not  fuf-» 
fice.  But  reform  muft  be  accompanied  with  regulations  and 
checks  for  the  correction  of  bribery  and  expeiice,  by  which 
the  vitiated  morals  of  the  people  might  be  corrected,  and  tht 
fcandalous  profligacy  of  elections  be  removed.  He  did  not 
by  any  means  think  this  an  impoffible  ta(k,  fmce  he  afcribed 
much  of  the  popular  degeneracy  to  the  fyftem  and  to  the 
example  that  was  given  to  the  multitude.  But  it  was  faid, 
at  what  point  would  you  ftop.?  Who  (hall  anfwer  that  you 
can  ftop  at  the  point  which  the  honourable  Gentleman  has 
propofed  in  his  plan  ?  To  this  the  anfwer  was  eafy.  If  you 
coincide  in  time,  you  may  fix  the  bounds  to  which  you 
will  go.  Protract  the  reform  till  calamity  fhall  have  made 
men  defperate,  and  in  truth  it  may  be  impoilible  to  reform 
at  all.  It  was  aflced,  whether  corporations  (hould  be  touched, 
and  whether  it  would  be  wife  to  fufFer  them  to  continue  upon 
their  prefent  footing  ?  The  prefent  was  certainly  not  the  pre- 
cife  moment  for  the  enquiry.  There  was  no  plan  for  the 
elective  franchife  fo  good  in  its  firft  afpect  as  that  of  giv- 
ing it.  to  houfekcepers.  That  was  the  moft  obvious  teft  of 
i^ropcrty  upon  the  one  fide,  and  of  felected  population  upon 
the  other.     It  was  urged,  as  a  proof,  that  the  prefent  Houfe 
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of  Commons  fpoke  the  fenfe  of  the  country,  that  at  the 
general  election  the  people  had  had  it  in  their  power  to  . 
choofe  men  who  had  oppofed  the  war,  and  that  having 
done  the  contrary  was  a  proof  of  its  bein^  popular.  Be- 
fore this  argument  was  admitted,  it  muft  be  aflumcd,  that 
the  voice  of  the  people  was  free,  and  that  the  elections  fpoke 
their  genuine  fenfe.  If  that  were  true,  there  would  be  no 
neceflity  for  reform.  At  the  fame  time  it  was  obvious, 
that  in  places.where  popular  fpirit  did  prevail,  men  gained 
or  loft  the  election  as  they  had  oppoied  or  fupported  the 
prefent  war.  He  was  himfelf  an  inftance  of  this  fact; 
and  an  honourable  Baronet  had  loft  his  election  in  the  fame 
place,  fubftantively  becaufe  he  had  given  his  countenance 
to  the  Minifters  in  the  prefent  war.  A  good  deal  had  been 
&id  about  the  meeting  at  the  Crown  and  Anchor.  He 
had  attended  that  meeting,  as  he  had  generally  attended 
almoft  every  meeting  for  Parliamentary  Reform  for  the  laft 
two  and  twenty  years.  He  by  no  means  concurred  in 
thinking  that  the  prefent  obloquy  which  had  been  fo  la-* 
viflily  thrown  upon  him,  was  deferved.  He  perceived  in 
that  meeting  a  very  general  and  prevailing  fpirit  of  mode- 
ration. There  was,  to  be  fure,  a  good  deal  of  noife  and 
fome  confufion,  but  not  more,  nor  fo  much  as  he  had  fre- 
quently feen  in  that  Houfe  when  intemperate  advocates  for 
the  meafures  of  Adminiftration  were  bent  upon  catling 
for  the  queftion,  and  filencing  by  clamour  all  rational  diu 
cuflion. 

Sir  Gregory  Page  Turner  made  a  fpeech  againft  the  motion. 
He  thapked  God  he  had  been  uniform  in  oppofing  all  fuch 
queftions  ever  fmce  he  was  a  boy.  It  was  not  much  in  his 
nianner  to  oppofc  the  meafures  of  Minifters,  but  when  the 
right  honourable  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  fet  out  in  his 
political  life  by  being  a  reformer,  he  oppofed  him,  and  he 
ihould  continue  to  oppofc  every  pcrfon  upon  the  fame  ground. 
•  The  Conftitution,  which  had  exiftcd  for  fo  many  years, 
down  to  tl>e  time  of  his  father,  he  would  not  agree  to 
change. 

Mr.  Poilen  faid,  that  he  was  convinced  of  the  neceflity  and 
of  the  wifdom  of  a  temperate  reform  of  the  reprefentation  6f 
the  people,  ft  was  in  vain  to  contend  againft  the  exigency. 
Eyery  roan  who  went  into  a  populous  place  at  the  time  of  an 
cledlion,  muft  be  fenftble  that  things  could  not  go  on  on  their 
prefent  footing.  Every  hand  was  open  for  a  bribe.  All  idea 
of  a  reprefentacion  was  fcouted.   It  was  a  mere  profligate  fccne 
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of  corruption,  and  confeqwently  prefentcd  to  Government  the 
certain  means  of  influendng  the  majority  in  that  Houfe.  He 
ihould  certainly  vote  for  the  motion,  by  which  time  and 
Opportunity  iW>uId  be  given  to  difcafs  the  merits  of  the  pio- 
poied  plan,  ami  to  adopt  or  rejcd  it  upon  mature  delibe* 
ration. 

Mr.  Ftpe  faidy  much  and  often  as  this  queftion  has  been  dif« 
culTed,  both  within  thrfe  walls  and  without,  and  late  as  the 
hour  is,  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  make  fome  obfervations,  and  to 
deliver  my  opinion  on  a  meafure  of  high  importance  at  -all 
times,  but  which,  at  the  prefent  period,  is  become  infinitely 
more  intcrefting  than  ever.  I  fear,  however,  that  my  con- 
virion  on  this  fubjedt  is  not  common  to  the  Houie.  I  fear 
that  we  are  not  likely  to  be  agreed  as  to  the  imporunce  of  the 
meafure,  nor  as  to  the  neceffity ;  (ince,  by  the  manner  m 
which  it  has  been  difcufled  this  night,  I  forefee  that,  fo  far 
from  being  unanimous  on  the  propofition,  we  fhall  not  fae 
agreed  as  to  the  fituation  and  circumftances  of  the  country  it* 
lelf,  much  lefs  as  to  the  nature  of  the  meafuncs,  which,  in 
my  mind,  that  (ituation  and  thofe  circumftances  imperioufly 
demand.  I  cannot  fupprefs  ray  aftonifliment  at  the  tone  and 
manner  of  Gentlemen  on  this"  day.  The  arguments  that  ha«e 
been  ufed  would  lead  the  mind  to  believe  that  we  are  in  a  ftat» 
of  peace  and  tranquiliity,  and  that  our  circumftances  are  floii- 
riftiing  and  glorious ;  that  we  cnjov  the  happincfs  of  internal 
concord,  ordkr,  and  profperity,  wfiich  again  convey  for  our 
foreign  relations  ftrength,  fecurity,  and  refpefit ;  and  that  we 
have  no  provocation  to  any  fteps  to  improve  the  benefits  we 
enjoy,  or  to  retrieve  any  misfortune  that  we  have  incurred. 
To  p^rfons  who  feel  this  to  be  our  iituation,  every  propofition 
tending  to  meliorate  the  condition  of  the  country  mud  be  fub- 
jedl  of  jealoufy  and  alarm,  and  if  we  really  differ  fo  widely  in 
fenftment  as  to  the  ftate  of  the  country,  1  fee  no  probability  of 
an  agreement  in  any  itieafure  that  is  propofcd.  For  myfelf, 
and  according  to  my  view  of  our  circumftances,  ail  that  part 
of  the  argument  againft  reform  which  relates  to  the  danger  of 
innovation,  is  ftrangely  mifplaced  by  thofe  who  think  with 
me,  that  fo  far  from  procuring  the  mere  chance  of  practical 
'benefits  by  a  reform,  it  is  only  by  a  reform  that  we  can  have 
a  chance  of  refcuing  ourfelves  fiom  a  date  of  extreme  peril 
and  diftrefs,  Such  is  my  view  of  pur  fituation.  I  think  it  fo 
perilous,  fo  imminent,  that  though  I  do.  not  feel  confciousof 
defpair,  an  emotion  which  the  heart  ought  not  to  admit,  yet  it 
comes  nearer  to  that  fVate  of  hazard,  when  the  fentiment  of 
defpair^  father  than  of  hope,  may  be  fuppofed  to  taken  pc^ef- 
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fion  of  the  mind.  I  feel  myfelf  to  be  the  member  of  a  com<« 
munity  in  which  the  boldeft  man,  without  any  imputation  of 
oowardlce,  may  dread  that  we  are  not  merely  approaching  to  a 
ftat^  of  extreme  peril,  but  of  ahfolute  diflblution ;  and  with 
this  convidlion,  indeliby  imprefled  upon  my  heart,  Gentle-* 
men  will  not  bfelieve  that  I  difregard  all  the  general  argu- 
onehts  that  have  been  ufed*  againd  the  motion  on  the  fcore  of 
the  danger  of  innovation,  from  any  difrefpeft  to  the  honour- 
able Members  who  have  urged  them,  or  to  the  ingenuity  with 
which  they  have  been  preffed,  but  becaufe  I  am  firmly  per** 
fuaded  that  they  are  totally  inapplicable  to  the  circumflances 
under  which  we  come  to  the  difcuffion.  With  the  ideas  that 
I  entertain,  I  cannot  liden  for  a  moment  to  the  fuggeftions 
that  are  applicable  only  to  other  fituations,  and  to  other  tinoes; 
lor  unlefs  we  are  refolyed,  in  a  helplefs  pufillanimity,  or  in  a 
fiupid  torpor,  to  fuccumb,  and  to  wait  with  rcfignation  the 
approach  of  our  doom,  to  lie  down  and  die,  we  muft  take  bold 
and  decifive  meafures  for  our  deliverance.  We  muft  not  be 
deterred  by  meaner  apprehenfions.  We  muft  combine  all  our 
firength,  fortify  one  another  by  the  communion  of  our  cou- 
rage, and  by  a  feafonable  exertion  of  national  wifdom,  patrio- 
tifm,  and  vigour,  take  meafures  for  the  chance  of  falvation, 
and  encounter  with  unapalled  hearts  all  the  enemies^  foreign 
and  internal,  all  the  dangers  and  calamities  of  every  kind  which 
prefs  fo  heavily  upon  us.  Such  is  my  view  of  the  prefent 
emergency  of  England,  and  under  this  impreflion  I  cannot  for 
a  moment  liften  to  the  argument  of  danger  arifmg  from  inno- 
vation,  flnce  our  ruin  is  inevitable  if  we  purfiie  the  courfe 
which  has  brought  us  to  the  brink  of  the  precipice.  But  be- 
fore I  enter  on  the  fubjeft  of  the  propofition  that  has  been 
made  to  us,  I  muft  take  notice  of  an  infinuation  that  has  again, 
and  again  been  flung  out  by  Gentlemen  on  the  other  tide  of 
the  Houfe  on  party  feelings,  in  which  they  aiFeft  to  deplore  the 
exiftence  of  a  fpirit  injurious  to  the  welfare  of  the  public.  I 
fufped,  by  the  frequent  repetition  of  this  infinuation,  that 
they  are  defirous  of  making  it  be  believed,  or  that  they  under-* 
ftand  themfelves  by  the  word  party  feelings,  an  unprincipled 
combination  of  men  for  the  purfuit  of  office  and  its  emolu- 
.ments;  the  eagernefs  of  zeal  of  which  lead  them  to  entertain 
and  to  a6l  upon  feelings  of  perfonal  enmity,  ill  will,  and  oppo- 
Ctionto  his  Majefty's  Minifters.  Iffuchbe  their  interpreta- 
tion of  party  feelings,  or  if  the  term  be  fo  undcrflood  by  the 
Houfe,  I  muft  fay  that  IV  -  Htterly  unconfcious  of  any  fuch 
feeling,  and  I  am  furc  that  J  can  fpeak  with  confidence  for  my 
friends,  that  they  are  a£tuated  by  no  n»otlves  of  fo  debafinga 
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nature ;  but  if  they  anderftand  by  party  feelings  that  men  of 
hoDOur,  who  entertain  iimilar  principles,  conceive  that  thofc 
principles  may  be  more  beneficially  and  fuccefsfully  purfued  by 
the  force  of  mutual  fupport,.  harmony,  and  conndeotial  con- 
nexion, then  I  adopt  the  interpretation,  and  have  no  fcruple 
in  faying  that  it  is  for  the  advantage  of  the  country;   aa 
advantage  to  the  caufe  of  truth  and  the  Conftitution ;  an  ad- 
vantage to  freedom  and  humanity ;  an  advantage  to  whatever 
honourable  oh^eSt  they  may  be  engaged  in,  that  men  pur- 
fue  it  with  the  united  force  of  party  feeling,  that  is  to  fay, 
purfue  it  with  the  confidence,  zeal,  and  fpirit  which  the 
communion  of  iuft   confidence  is  likely  to  infpirc;   and  if 
the  honourable  Gentlemen  apply  this  deicription  of  p^rty  feel- 
ings to  the  purfuit  in  which  we  aie  engaged,  I  am  equally  lea- 
dy  to  fay  that  the  difadrous  condition  of  the  empire  ought  to 
;mimate  and  invigorate  the  union  of  all  thofe  who  feel  it  to  be 
their  duty  to  check  and  arreft  a  icareer  that  threatens  us  with 
fuch  inevitable  ruin.     For  furely  thofe  who  think  that  party  is 
a  good  thing  for  ordinary  occafions,  mu(l  admit  that  it  is  pecu- 
liarly fo  on  emergencies  like  the  prefent;  it  is  peculiarly  in- 
cumbent upon  men  who  feel  the  value  of  united  exertion  to 
combine  all  their  flrength  to  extricate  the  veffel  when  in  dan-* 
ger  of  being  ftrandcd.     But  Gentlemen  feem  to  infinuate  that 
this  union  of  a£tion  is  dire£led  more  againft  perfons  than  mea- 
fures,  and  that  ailufions  ought- not  to  be  made  to  the  conduit 
of  particular  men ;  it  is  not  eufy  to  analyfe  this  fort  of  imputa<* 
tion,  for  it  is  not  eafy  to  disjoin  the  meafur'e  from  its  authoi^ 
nor  to  examine  the  origin  and  progrefs  of  any  evil  without  al(o 
^enquiring  into  and  fcrutinizing  ,the  motives  and  the  conduS  of 
the  perfons  who  gave  it  rife.     How,  for  inftance,  is  it  poifible 
for  us  to  enter  into  the  difcuffion  of  the  particular  queftion 
now  before  the  Houfe,  without  a  certain  mixture  of  perfonal 
allufion  ?  We  complain  that  the  reprefentation  of  the  people  in 
Parliament  is  defe^ive.     How  docs  this  complaint  originate  ? 
From  the  pondufk  of  the  majorities  in  parliament.     Does  not 
this  naturally  lead  us  to  enquire  whether  there  is  not  fome- 
thing  fundamentally  erroneous  in  ^leSion,  or  fomething  inci- 
dentally vicious  in  the  treatment  of  thofe  majorities  ?     We 
furely  muft  be  permitted  to  enquire  whether  the  fault  and  ca* 
lamtty  of  which  we  complain  is  inherent  in  the  nature  of  the 
inftitution,  in  which  nothing  perfonal  is  to  be  afcribed  to  Mi- 
nifters,  as  it  will  operate  in  a  more  or  lefs  degree  in  all  the  cir- 
cumftances  in  which  we  may  find  ourfelves,  or  whether  it  is 
not  an  occafional  abufe  of  the  original  inilitution,  applica- 
ble onl^  Xq  thefe  times  and  to  thefc  men,  in  which  they  are 
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that  my  learned  Friend  admitted  the  exigence  of  fuch  men., 
On  the  contrary^  the  argument  of  my  learned  Friend  was 
hypothetical ;  he  faid,  if  it  be  true,  as  it  is  fo  indufirioufljr 
alTertedy  that  fuch  and  fuch  men  do  exift  in  the  country, 
then  furely  In  wifoom  you  oueht  to  prevent  their  nuo^r 
'  firora  increafing  by  timely  conciliation  of  the  body  of  mode** 
rate  men,  who  defire  only  reform.  In  this  opinion,  I  per- 
fe£Uy  acquiefce  with  my  learned  Friend<  I  believe  that  the 
number  of  perfons  who  are  difcontented  with  the  Govera- 
ment  of  the  country,  and  vrho  defire  to  overthrow  it,  are 
very,  very  few,  indeed.  But  the  honourable  Geotleman 
(ays,  that  the  friends  of  moderate  reform  are  few,  and  that 
iio  advantage  is  to  be  gained  by  conceding  to  this  very  fmall 
body  what  iivill  not  fatisfy  the  violent,  which  he  contends  is 
more  numerous;  and  he  vehemently  demands  to  know 
wh^om  ho  Is  to  divide,  whom,  to  feparate,  and  what  benefit 
he  is  to  obtain  from  this  furrender  ?  To  this  I  anfwer,  that 
if  there  are  two  fuch  bodies,  it  is  wifdom,  it  is  policy  to 
prevent  the  one  from  falling  into  the  other,  by  granting  to 
the  moderate  what  is  juft  and  reafonable.  If  th^^rgyment 
of  the  right  honourable  Gentleman  be  corred,  the  neceffit]r 
for  conceflion  is  more  imperious,  it  is  only  by  this  meaii& 
that  you  can  check  the  fpirit  of  profelvtifm,  and  prevent  a 
converflon  that  by  and  bye  will  be  too  formidable  for  you  to 
refift.  Mark  this,  and  (ee  how  it  applies  to  the  precedent  of 
Ireland*  In  the  report  that  has  been  mfide  by  the  Parlia- 
ment of  that  kingdom  on  the  prefent  diforders,  it  is  faid,  that 
ip  long  ago  asi  the  year  1701,  there  exifted  fome  men  in  that 
country,  and  fome  focieties,  who  harboured  the  dedre.of  | 

feparation  from  England,  and  who  wifhed  to  fet  up  a  Re- 
publican form  of  Government.  The  report  does  not  ftate 
what  was  the  precife  number  of  thofe  focieties  in  1 791 » they  ' 

declare,  however,  that  the  number  was  fmall  and  infignifi-  I 

cant.     From  fmall  beginnings,  however,  they  have  ii>crea(ed  | 

to  the  alarming  number  of  one  hundred  thoufahd  men.  By 
what  means  have  they  fo  increafed,  and  who  have  been  the 
converts  and  profelytes  who  thus  fwelled  their  numbers  to  fo 
gigantic  a  ftze  ?  Obviouily  the  men  who  had  no  fuch  defire,. 
no  fuch  feelings,  no  fuch  defign  originally ;  obvioufly  the 
pef-fons  who^^d  no  other  objed  in  view  in  all  the  petitions 
wliich  they  prefented,  and  in  all  the  applications  which  they 
made,  than  Catholic  emancipation  and  reform  of  Parlia- 
ment*   This  is  alfo  admitted  by  the  report.    The  fpirit  of 
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reform  fpread  over  the  country,  they  made  humble,  earned, 
and  repeated  applications  to  the  Caflle  for  redrefs,  but  there 
they  found  a  fixed  determination  to  rcHft  every  claim»'  and  a 
rooced  averdon  to  every  thing  that  bore  even  the  colour  of 
reform.  They  made  their  applications  to  all  the  eminent 
and  confiderable  characters  m  the  country,  who  had  on 
former  occafions  di(lingui(hed  themfelves  by  exertions  in  the 
popular  caufe,  and  of  thefe  juftly  eminent  men  I  deiire  to 
fpeak  as  I  feel,  with  the  utmoft  refpe£i  for  their  talents  and 
virtues,  and  for  the  warm  intered  which  they  take  in  the 
welfare  of  the  country.  But,  unfortunately,  they  were  (b 
alarmed  by  the  French  Revolution  and  by  the  cry  which  hafl 
been  fo  artfully  fet  up  by  Minifiers  of  the  danger  of  infec- 
tion, that  they  could  not  liflen  to  the  complaint. ,  What  ws^ 
the  confequence  ?  Thefe  bodies  of  men,  who  found  it  in 
vain  to  expeft  it  from  the  Government,  at  the  Grille,  or 
from  the  Parliament,  and.  having  no  where  elfe  to  recur  to 
for  redrefs,  joined  the  focieties,  whom  the  report  accufes  of 
cherifliing  the  defire  of  feparation  from  England,  «tnd  im* 
bibed  and  became  convents  to  all  thofe  notions  of  ex^ 
travagant  and  frantic  ambition,  which  the  report  lays  to 
their  charge,  and  which  threatens  confequences  fo  dreadful 
and  alarming,  that  no  man  can  contemplate  them  without 
horror  and  difmay.  What,  then,  is  the  leflbn  to  be  derived 
from  this  example  ?  But  that  the  comparatively  fmall  focie- 
ties of  1 79 1,  became  ftrong  and  formidable  by  the  acceilioQ 
of  the  many  who  bad  nothing  in  common  with  them  in  the 
outfet.  I  wifh  it  were  poflible  for  us  to  draw  the  line  oidre 
accurately  between  the  fmall  number  that  the  report  d&- 
fcribes  to  have  had  mifchievous  objeds  originally  in  view;, 
and  the  numerous  bodies  who  were  made  converts  by  the 
negled  of  their  petition  for  conftitutional  rights.  Is  it  im«- 
probable  that  the  original  few  were  not  more  than  ten  or 
twenty  thoufand  in  number  ?  What,  then,  do  I  learn  from 
this?  That  the  unwife,  impolitic,  and  unjuft  refufal  of  Go^ 
verhment,  to  attend  to  the  applications  of  the  moderate, 
made  eighty  or  ninety  thoufand  profelytes  from  moderation 
to  violence.  This  is  the  leifon  which  the  book  of  Ireland 
exhibits.  Can  you  refufe  your  affent  to  the  moral  f  Will 
any  man  argue,  that  if  reform  had  been  conceded  to  the 
eighty  or  ninety  thonfand  moderate  petitioners,  that  you 
would  have  this  day  to  deplore  the  union  of  one  hundred 
'thoufand  men^  bent  on  objects  fo  extenfive,  fo  alarming,  fo 
i:al^naitows ?  J  wi(b  to  warn  you  by  this  example;  every 
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argument  that  you  have  heard  ufed  to-day  was  ufed  in  Dob- 
lin,  In  the  (hort-fighted  pride  and  obftinacy  of  the  Govern- 
fnent,  they  turned  a  deaf  ear  to  the  fuppiicant ;  they  have 
,iiow,  perhaps,  in  the  open  field  to  brave  the  aflertor.  Un- 
warnedy  untutored  by  example,  are  ypu  ftill  to  go  on  with 
the  fame  contemptuous  and  ftubborn  pride.  I  by  no  means 
think  that  Great-Britain  is  at  this  moment  in  the  fituation  or 
that  it  prefents  the  afpeS  of  Ireland,  I  by  no  means  think 
that  the  difcontents  of  this  country  have  arifen  to  a  height 
as  to  make  us  fear  for  the  general  peace  eft  the  country  ;  but 
I  deprecate  the  courfe  which  was  purfued  in  Ireland.  What 
England  is  now,  Ireland  was  in  ^791.  What  wasfaid  of 
the  few,  they  have  now  applie.d  to  the  many  ^  and  as  there 
arc  difcpntcnt^-  in  this  .country,  which  we  can  neither  dif- 
fcmWe  nox  conceal,  let  us  not,  by  an  unwife  and  criminal 
difdajn,  irritate  and  fret  them  into  violence  and  diforder. 
The  difcontents  may  happily^  fubfide,  but  a  man  muft  be 
cither  fanguine  indeed  in  his  temper,  or  dull  in  his  intellect, 
•  if  he  would  leave  to  the  operation  of  chance  what  Jie  might 
more  certainly  obtain  by  the  exercife  of  reafon.  Every-thing 
that  is  dear  and  urgent  to  the  minds  of  Ehgliflimen  prcffes 
upon  us ;  in  the  critical  moment  at  which  I  now  addrefs 
you,  a  day,  an  hour,  ought  not  to  clapfe,  without  giving  to 
ourfelves  the  chance  of  this  recovery.  When  Government 
is  daily  prefenting  itfelf  rn  the  (hape  of  weaknefs  that  boiiders 
on  diflblution,  unequal  to  all  the  ftmflions  of  ufeful  ftrength, 
and  forniridable  only  in  pernicious  corruption ;  weak  in 
power,  and  ftrong  only  in  influence,  and  I  to  be  told  that 
iuch  a  ftate  of  things  can  go  on  with  fafcty  to  any  branch  of 
the  Conftitution  ?  If  men  think  that  under  the  impreflicn  of 
•fiich  a  fyftcm  we  can  go  on  without  a  material  recurrence  to 
firft  principles,  they  argue  in  direft  oppofition  to  all  theory 
and  to  all  praftice.  Thefe  difcontents  cannot,  in  their  na- 
ture, fubfide  under  detcfted  weaknefs  and  cxpofed  incapa- 
city. In  their  progrefs  and  increafe,  as  increafe  they  mud, 
who  fliall  fay  that  direftion  can  be^iven  to  the  torrent,  or, 
that  having. broken  its  bounds,  it 'can  be  kept  from  over- 
whelming the  country?  Sir.  it  is  pot  the  part  of  ftatefmen. 
It  is  not  the  part  of  rational  beings,  to  amufe  ourfelves  with 
fuch  fallacious  dreams ;  we  muft  not  fet  down  and  lament 
over  our  haplefs  fituation,  we  muft  not  deliver  ourfelves  i^p 
to  an  imbecile  defpondency  that  would  animate  the  approach 
©f  danger  5  but  by  a  feafonabic,  alert,  and  vigorous  meafure 

or 
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/of  wifdom,  meet  it  with,  what  we  think,  a  fufficieiit  and  a 
feafonable  remedy.  We  may  be  difappointed,  we  may  fail 
in  the  application,  for  no  man  can  be  certain  of  his  footing 
jon  ground  that  is  unexplored,  but  we  (hall  at  lea(t  have  a 
chance  for  fuccefs,  we  ihall  at  leaft  do  what  belongs  to  legif- 
lators,  and  to  rational  beings  on  the  occafion,  and  I  have 
confidence  that  our  efforts  would  not  be  in  vain.  I  fay  that 
we  (hould  give  ourfelves  a  chance,  and,  I  may  add,  the  beft 
jchance  for  deliverance  ;  fince  it  would  exhibit  to  the  country 
9  proof  that  we  had  conquered  the  firfi  great  difficulty  that 
fiood  in  the  way  of  bettering  our  condition — We  had  con^* 
jquercd  ourfelves.  We  had  given  a  generous  tri^imph  to 
reafon  over  prejudice,  we  had  given  the  death  blowtothofc 
miferable  diftinSions  of  fPhig  and  Toryy  under  which  the 
warfare  had  been  maintained  between  pride  and  privilege^ 
and  throui^h  the  C(  ntention  of  our  rival  jealgufies,  the  genu- 
ine rights  of  the  many  had  been  gradually  undermined,  and 
frittered  away.  I  fay,  that  this  would  be  giving  us  the  beft 
chatKe,  becaufe  feeing  every  thing  goon  from  bad  to  worfc, 
feeing  the  progrefs  of  the  moft  fcandalous  wafte  countenanced 
by  the  moft  criminal  confidence,  and  that  the  efFrontery  of 
corruption  no  longer  required  the  maik  of  concealment ;  fee* 
ing  liberty  daily  infringed,  and  the  vital  fprings  of  the  nation 
infufficient  for  the  extrj^vagance  of  a  diflipating  government^- 
I  muft  believe,  that  unlefs  the  people  are  mad  or  ftopid,  they 
will  fufpeft  that  there  is  fomething  fundamentally  falfe  and 
vicious  in  our  fyftem,  and  which  no  reform  would  be  equal  to 
corredt.  Then,  to  prevent  all  this,  and  to  try  if  we  can  ^S^&,  a 
reform  without  touching  the  main  pillars  of  the  Conftitution, 
without  changing* its  forms  or  difturbing  the  harmony  of  its 
parts,  without  putting  any  thing  out  of  its  place,  or  affefting 
the  fecurites  which  we  juftly  hold  to  be  fo  facred,  I  fay,  that 
it  is  the  only  chance  which  we  have  for  retrieving  our  misfor- 
tunes by  the  road  of  quiet  and  tranquility,  and  by  which  na- 
tional ftrength  may  be  recovered  without  difturbing  the  pro- 
perty of  a  fingle  individual.  It  has  been  faid,  that  the  Houfe 
poflcffcs  the  confidence  of  the  country  as  much  as  ever,  this  in 
truth  is  a  much  as  to  fay.  that  his  Miajefty's  Minifters  poffefs 
t^ie  confidence  of  the  country  in  the  fame  degree  as  ever,  fince 
the  majority  of  the  Houfe  fupport  and  applaud  the  meafurcs  of 
the  Government,  and  give  their  countenance  to  all  the  evils 
which  we  are  doomed  to  endure.  I  was  very  much  furprifcd 
to  hear  any  propofition  fo  unaccountable  advanced  by  any  per* 
fon  conncfled  with  Minifters,  particularly  as  the  noble  Lord 
•  '  had 
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luid  but  a  fentence  or  two  before  acknotvledged,  that  there  had 
been  to  be  fure  a  number  of  petitions  prefcnted  fo  bis  Majefty 
fcr  the  difnifikcvof  bis  Minifters;  the  one  afiertion  is  utterly 
incompatible  with  the  other,  unkfs  he  means  to  aflert  that  the 
pe^tions  which  have  been  prefcnted  to  the  Throne  are  of  no 
tmpoFtarfcei  The  noble  Lord  can  hardly,  I  tfiink,  fpeak  in 
this  contetnptoous  manner  of  the  petitions  of  Middlefex,  Lon  • 
4on»  Wcftminfter,  Surry,  Hampftiire,  York,  Edinburgh; 
Glafgow,  and  mdny  other  places,  unlefs  the  noble  Lord  mean^ 
to  infinuate  that  they  are  proofs  only  of  our  very  great  induftry» 
and  that  they  are  not  the  genuine  fenfe  of  the  diftridh  from 
which  they  came.  If  the  noble  Lord  dfcribes  them  to  our  iil^ 
iuikrjy  he  gives  os  credit  for  much  more  merit  of  that  kin4 
&an  we  are  entitled  to ;  it  certainly  is  not  the  peculiar  charoc* 
fcriftic^  the  ppefcnt  Oppofition,  that  dicy  are  very  indufthodl 
in  agitMing  the  public  mind.  But  grant  to  die  noble  Lord  his 
poiitu>n-*-4)e  it  to  our  induftry  that  all  thefe  petitions  are  to  be 
aferihed.  if  ioduftry  could  procure  them,  was  it  our  moderation, 
our  good  will  and  forbearance  that  has  made  us  for  fourteen 
fears  relax  from  this  induftry,  and  never  bring  forward  theft 
fietitions  until  now.  No,  Sir,  it  is  not.  to  our  indudry  thai 
they  .are  to  be  afcribed  now,  nor  to  our  forbearance  that  they 
Ad  not  come  before.  He  will  not  give  us  credit  for  this  fer<« 
bearance  ;  and  the  confequence  is,  that  he  muft  own  upon  his 
iin|tatation.  of  induftry,  that  the  prefcnt  k  the  firft  time  wbefi 
we  were  fure  of  the  People,  and  that  thefe  petitions  are  a  proof 
that  at  length. the  confidence  of  the  People  in  Minifters  is 
ihaken.  .That  it  is  fo,  it  is  in  vain  for  the  noble  Lord,  or  for 
any  other  friend  of  tbofe  Mini(Ver$  to  contend  ;  they  who  in 
former  times  were  eager  to  ihcw  their  confidence  by  addreiftsy 
liave  now  been  as  eager  to  exptefs  their  fenfe  in  petitions  ibr 
their  removal.  How  then  can  we  fav,  that  the  confidence  of 
she  People  is  not  ihaken  ?  Is  confidence  to  be  always  againft  die 
Peo^e,  ^ktxd  iicver  for  them  i  It  is  a  notable  arguiAent,  that  be« 
caufe  we  do  not  find  at  the  general  eledlion  very  di&rent 
changes  in  the  Reprefentation,  that  the  fentiments  of  the 
People  continue  the  fame  in  favour  of  the  war,  and  in  favour 
ofhis  Majelly'sMiniilers.  The  very  ground  of  the  prefent 
difcuffion  gives  the  anfwer  to  this  argument.  Why  do  we 
agitate  the  qi«^ilion  of  Parliamentary  Reform  i  Becaufe  a  ge« 
neral  eledion  does  not  afibrd  to  the  People  die  means  of  ex« 
prcffing  their  voice;  becaufe  this  Houfo  is  not  a  fufficient  Re* 
prefenutive  of  the  People.  Gendemen  are  fond  ot  arguing  in 
this  circle.  When  we  contend  that  Minifters  have  not  the 
confidence  of  the  People,  they  tell  u$  that  Parliament  is  the 

f^iUif^A 
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faithful  Reprefen  tative  of  the  fenfe  of  the  People.  When  we  af« 
fert  that  the  Reprefentation  tsdefe^ive,  a^id  fliew  from  the  ^ef^* 
tions  to  the  Tlirone  that  the  Houfe  does  not  fpeak  the  ipoice  of 
the  People,  they  turn  to  the  general  eledion»  mi  £iy »  at  this  po* 
rioid  they  had  an  opportunity  of  cboofiag  faithful  organs  of  their 
opinions,  and  becaufe  very  little  or  no  change  has  taken  plaM 
in  the  Rcprefentatio!i,  the  fenfe  of  the  people  muft  be  the 
iame.  Sir,  it  is  in  vain  fiM*  Gentlemen  to  fhelter  themfehFes  un- 
der this  mode  of  rcafoning.  We  aflert,  that  under  the  piefent 
fovm  and  pra&ice  of  eleftions,  we  cannot  expe£k  to  fee  any  ro-^ 
markahle  change  produced  by  a  General  Eledion.  We  muft  ' 
argue  from  experience*  Let  us  look  back  to  the  period  of  the 
Amecican  war.  It  wtU  not  be  contended  by  the  right  honour^  , 
able  Gencleman,  tliaC  towards  the  end  of  that  war,  it  became 
not  extremely  unpopular,  and  the  King's  MioiAers  loft  the  con^ 
fidence  of  the  nation.  In  the  year  1780,  a  diilblution  tock 
place^  and  then  it  was  naturally  iinagiined  by  fuperficial  ok- 
lervers,  who  did  not  examine  the  real  ftate  of  R^prefentation^ 
that  the  people  would  have  returned  a  Parliament  that  wouU 
have  unequivocally  fpoken  their  fenttments  on  the  occafioa* 
What  was  the  cafe  ?  1  am  able  to  fpeak  witli  conGderaUe 
precifion.  At  that  time  Iwas  much  more  than  I  am  at  pr0<t 
fent  in  the  way  of  knowing  perfonally  the  individuals  returned!^ 
and  of  making  an  accurate  eftimate  of  th&  acceffion  gained  td 
the  popular  fide  by  that  eledion*  I  can  take  upon  me  to  fiqr^ 
chat  the  change  was  very  fmall  ind^,  not  more  than  three  or 
fi>^r  peribns  were  added  to  the  number  of  thofe  who  had  frond 
the  beginning  oppofed  the  difaftrous  career  of  the  Minifters-  ii» 
that  war.  1  remember  that  upon  that'occaiion  Lord  Ndrd» 
naade  ufe  of  precifely  the  fame  argument  as  is  now  brought 
forward.  "  What,"  iaid  he,  **  can  you  contend  the  war  i» 
*^  unpopular,  after  the  declaration  in  its  favour  that  the  People 
*f  have  made  by  their  choice  of  Reprefentatives  ?  the  General 
''  Elei^ion  is  the  proof  that  the  war  continues  to  be*  war  of  the 
*^  Pi^le  of  England."  Such  was  the  argument  of  Lord 
North,  and  yet  it  was  notorioully  otlierwife.  So  notorioufly 
otherwife,  that  the  right  honourable  Gentleman,  the  prefent 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  made  a  juft-and  (Iriking  uie  of 
it,  to  demonftrate  the  neceffity  of  a  Parliamentary  Reform. 
He  referred  to  this  event  as  to  a  demondration  of  this  do£irhie» 
**  You  fee,  faid  he,  **  that  fo  defedkive,  fo  inadequate,  is  the 
'*  prefent  praiSlice,  at  lead;  of  the  eledive  francliafe,  that  no  im* 
'*  preflion  of  natk>nal  calamity,  no  convidlion  of  Minifterial- 
'*  error,  no  abhorrence  of  difaftrous  war,  are  fufiicient  to  ftand 
'*  ag^inft  that  corrupt  influence  which  has  mixed  itfelf  .with' 
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cleftlon,  and  wMch  drowns  and  ftifles  the  popular  voicc/*^ 
Upon  this  ftatement,  and  upon  this  unanfwerahle  argument,* 
the  right  honourable  Gentleman  afted  in  1782.  When  he' 
propofed  a  Parliamentary  Reform,  he  did  it  exprefsly  on  thcf 
ground  of  the  experience  of  i^Bo,  and  he  made  an  explicit  de- 
claration, that  we  had  no  other  fecurity  by  which  to  guard  our-*' 
lelves  againft  the  return  of  the  fame  erih.  He  repeated  this 
warning  in  1783  and  in  1785.  It  was  the  leading  principle  of 
his  cohduft,  *' Without  a  Reform,"  faid  he,  "the  nation* 
*•  cannot  be  fafe ;  this  war  may  be  put  an  end  to<  but  what 
•*  will  protcft  you  againft  another  ?  as  certainly  as  the  fpirit 
•*  which  engendered  the  prefent  War  aSuates  the  Secret 
**  Councils  of  the  Crown,  will  you  under  the  influence  of  at 
•*  defeftiveRcprefentation  be  involved  again  in  new  warsj  and 
^•'in  fimilar  calamities."  This  was  his  argoYnent,  this  was  hir 
prophecy,  and  the  right  honourable  Gentleman  was  a  true 
prophet.  Precifelv  as  he  ponounced  it,  the  event  happened  ;' 
another  war  took  place,  and  I  am  fure  it  will  not  be  confider- 
cd  as  an  aggravation  of  rts  chara£ter,  that  it  is  at  leaft  equal  in 
difafter  to  the  war  of  which  the  right  honourable  Gentleman' 
complained.  "  The  defefi  of  Reprcferttation,"  he  faid,  **.is 
••  the  national  difeafe,  and  unlefs  you  apply  a  remedy  direftly 
"  to  that  difeafe,  you  muft  inevitably  take  the  confequences 
*'  with  which  it  is  pregnant."  With  fuch  an  authority  canr 
any  man  deny  that  I  reafon  right  ?  Did  not  the  right  honour-* 
able  Gentleman  demonftrate  his  cafe  ?  Good  God,  what  a  fate 
h  that  of  the  right  honourable  Gentleman,  and  in  what  a  ftatc" 
of  whimfical  contradidtion  does  he  ftand  !  During  the  Whole 
courfeof  his  Adminiftration,  and  particularly  during  the  courfe 
of  tlie  prefent  war,  every  predi6kion  that  he  has  made,  every 
hope  that  he  has  held  out,  every  prophecy  that  he  has  hazanl-  . 
cd,  have  failed  ;  he  has  difappointed  the  expedations  that  he 
had  raifed ;  and  every  promife  that  he  has  held  oat,  has  proved 
to  be  a  fallacy  and  a  phantom.  Yet,  for  thefe  very  declarations, 
and  notwih ftand ing  thefe  failures,  we  have  called  him  a  wife 
Miniftcr.  We  have  given  him  our  confidence  on  account 
of  his  predictions,  and  have  continued  it  upon  ^thcir  failure. 
Though  no  one  event  which  he  foretold  has  been  verified,  we 
have  continued  to  behold  him  as  the  oracle  of  wifdom  i  but 
in  the  only  inftance  in  which  he  really  predidted,  as  if  by  di- 
vine infpiration  what  has  come  to  pafs,  in  that  we  have' 
treated  him  with  ftubbom  incredulity.  In  178^*  he  pro- 
nounced the  awful  propkecy,  **  Without  a  Parliamentary  ' 
•*  Reform  the  nation  will  be  plunged  into  new  wars ;  wkhbuf 
^  a  Parliamentary  Reform  you  cannot  be  fafe  againft  bad" 
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**  MinifleiSy  nor  can  even  good  M^ntfters  be  of  ufe  to  yoa/' 
Such  was  kispredii^ion;  and  it  has  come  upon  us.  It  woald 
feem  as  if  the  whole  life  of  the  right  honourable  Gentleman^ 
from  that  period  had  been  dedined  by  Providence  for  the  illuf* 
tratjon  of  his.  warning.  If  I  were  difpofed  to  confider  him  at 
a  real  enthufiaft,  anaa  bieot  in  divination,  we  might  be  apt. 
to  think  that  he  had  himfelf  taken  meafures  for  tfte  vev^fica^ 
tion  of  his  prophecy.  He  might  now  exclaim  to  US|  with  the 
proud  fervour  of  fuccefs^  '*  you  fee  the  confequence  of  not. 
liftening  to  the  Oracle )  I  told  you  what  would  happen ;  it 
is  true  that  your  dcftruAion  is  complete ;  I  have  plunged  yoa' 
into  a  new  war ;  I  have  exhaufted  you  as  a  people ;  I  hav^ 
broughtvyou  to  the  brink  of  ruin,  but  I  told  you  beforehand 
what  would  happen ;  I  told  you  that  without  a  reform  in  the 
leprefentation  oif  the  people,  no  Mintfter,  however  wife,  could 
fave  you  ;  you  denied  me  ray  means,  and  you  take  the  coa* 
fisquence  P'  I  fay.  Sir,  ^that  if  I  were  to  confider  him  as  a* 
bigot  to  his  do£bine,  or  that  his  mind  was  tindured  with  fa*- 
perdition,  as  we  have  heard  of  enthufiafts  whoie  lives  have 
been  devoted  to  the  fulfilment  of  their  own  predtAions,  the 
right  honourable  Gentleman's  adminiftration  has  been  ifaiapedt 
and  his  meafures  framed  for  bringing  into  a  terrible  demonftra- 
tion  the  political  doftrine  with,  which  he  commenced  hit 
career. 

But  a  reform  in  the  reprefentation  of  the  people,  fay  Gen- 
demen  on  Ae  oppofite  fide  of  the  Houfe,  is  not  called  for  hf 
the  country,  and  though  meetings  have  been  held  in  variout 
parts  of  the  country,  and  petitions  have  come  up  for  the  dff« 
miflal  of  Minifters,  they  have  not  exprefied  a  wi(h  for  reform* 
In  anfwer  to  tliis  argument  it  is  only  neceflary  to  obferve,  that 
the  reftriAions  which  have  been  recently  laid  on  meetings 
of  the  people  and  on  popular  difcuflion  may  ferve  to  account 
for  the  quedion  of  reform  not  being  mixed  with  that  which 
is  the  fubjed  of  immediate  confideration.  The  purpofe  of  the 
meeting  is  neceflfarily  fpecified  in  the  requifition  to  the  Sheriff, 
and  if  any  other  bufioefs  was  attempted  to  be  brought  forwardf 
the  Sheriff  wodd.have  the.  power  of  difperfing  the  meetiog* 
This  -has  a£laaUy  been  experienced,  for,  at  a  meeting  of  a  very 
ve(pe£hble  county  in  Ireland,  the  county  of  Antrim,  after  the 
immediate  bufinefs  for  which  tliey  were  aflembled  was  tnin- 
faded,  that  of  a  petition  for  the  difmiflal  of  his  Majefty's  Mi» 
otfters,  and  of  Catholic  emancipatbn  and  reform,  a  motioii 
^  was  made  for  thanks  to  Earl  Moira  and  myfelf  on  account  eC 
iir.  die  deps  that  w^  have  lakea  to  tarn  the  attention  of  Govern* 
Vol.  111.  1 797«  a  R  ment 
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flftbnt  to  the  critical  ftate  of  diat  kingdom,  a  pretty  unequivo- 
ctf  prooF  that  the  freeholders  of  that  great  and  refpecUbie 
cpttnty  did  tiot  bonfider  our  proceedings  as  an  interference 
with  the  independent  legiflature  of  die  fiAer  kingd«n ;  but 
what  uTas  thecondud  of  die  Sheriff  on  the  occafion  M  do  not 
al  oil  complain  of  it  as  wrong,  becaufe  I  think  diat  buiinefs 
ought  always  to  foe  previoully  annonnoed,  but  it  ferves  to  ihew 
the  power  of  the  Sheriff  in  fuch  cafe.    The  Sheriff  dedarsd 
that  he  could  not  pot  the  qoeftion,  though  he  had  perfonaliy 
no  olqe£Uon  to  k^  becaufe  it  did  not  make  a  part  of  the  bud* 
ns6  dsentioncd  in  the  rcquifition.     Now,  Sir,  this  is  only  aa 
eKampletofiPovo,  that  however  well  difpofed  to  Paiiiameffitary 
rbfanft,  the  poople  could  not  with  propriety  introduce  them 
imb  the  fetifiions  :^eed  Qpon  by  meetings  called  for  a  different 
{Mrpofe.    Their  silence  upon  the  fuhjod  is  no  proof  either 
WBy ;  the  honeuiuMe  Gentleman  will  not  prophecy  that  be- 
oauih  peticioiiS'haive  not  oorae  vp,  petitions  will  not  come.    It 
w«i  perhaps  a  pinadout  refolation  to  think  of  one  fubjefl  only 
M  m  time:;^perhBps!they  thought  that  the  fureft,  if  not  the 
only  way  toaooomplifli  a  veform  in  the  reprefentation,  was  to 
ptoQCime  the  mtkcfrdl  of  thofe  Minifters  who  had  abandoned 
the  meafore.     Bot  giomting  even  the  fa&,  that  the  cosntrr 
does  not  now  call  for  this  rdferm,  a£iA,  which,  however,  1 
deny,  but  is  the  country  in  fuch  a  fituation  as  to  make  it  im* 
pnsbdble  thrft  4!he  imiverfal  ^lemand  of  Parliamentary  reform, 
whidi  has  burHrfrom  Ihepeople  of  Iiieland,  will  not  be  fpoedtly ,. 
cornmunicated  by  fympethy  tothe  people  of  England  ?  When  ' 
Ifee  that  die  treatment  WDfch  the  people  of  Ireland  have  re* 
cetred  upoti  this  ftibje£t,  ha»  eicafperated  iheir  minds  to  fudia 
degree  as  to  throw  ihe  whole  of  that  kmgdom  into  confufion, 
and  that  we>h:fve  daily  to  dread  the  daitger  of  a£tual  infur* 
reckon,  fliail  I  not  take  meafures  to  prevent    the  rife  of  a 
paffion  that.fhay  fweU  into  e(|oal  tumult  ?  The  nearnets  of 
the  two  counwies,  the  fympathetic  intereft,  the  iiroilarity 
of  language,  of  conftitution,  and  ainioft  of  fuffbring,  make  it 
prohabiethat  6ne  nation  will  catch  the  difeafe  of  the  other, 
unlefs  we  tmerpofe  a  fcafonable  cure,  or  rather  prif^entive  of 
the  malady.    Is  it  not  defirable  in  a  moment  of  fuch  agita- 
tion, and.  oi)  the  eve  of  fuch  a  crifis  as  we  are  likely   to  en^ 
•ooonter?  Itiiwifdom,  it  is  prudence,  to  erefi  a  ftandard, 
4Ufmiiid  whidi  all  rlie  ^latriolifm   and  the  moderation  of  tho 
kingdom  may  rally,  and  the  Government  may  be  ftrengtt^ 
cd  agaiitil  tfte  yioloide  of  the  few  by'th*  countenance  and  fu^   • 
l^of  the  nnny.    If  ix;  be  true,  as  we  have  been  taught  to  be  '' 

lieve  ' 


Kat  ft«.}  WOOOPXUJS  PARUAMENTAKY  RVOHTS.        stf 

Ife^by^cnr  anGeAors,th|t  that  Oovevnment  i»the  Arongeft 
whofe  infis  is  the  hrradeA,  it  mad  be  Conceded  to  a^  that  a 
prudent  extenfion  of  the  'reprefentative  ivfioin  is  a  falotanf 
Rieans'of  widening  the  fsundationsof  die  tibric  of  the  Brrtim 
Govcminent.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  fpeaki  of  the  ftrength 
of  Oovernment ;  iwhat  ffinpcoin  of  ftrength  does  it  exhibit?  Is 
it  the  cordiality  of  ail  the  branches  of  the.  national  force?  Is  it 
the  harmony  that  happily  reigns  tn  all  the  departmenis  of  tbt 
Executiire  power  ?  It.it  the  reciprocal  afiedlion  that  fubiifts 
betweetn  the  Government  and  the  people  ?  Is  it  in  the  energy 
with  which  the  people  are  eager  and  alert  to  carryinto  extent 
lion  die  meafures  of  the  adminiftrationf  from  the  hearth-felt 
toonvi£tio6  that  they,  are  founded  in  wifdom,  fa.vourable  t9 
their  o.Wn  freedom,  and  calculated  br  national  hsppinefs  }  Is 
it  beeaufe  our  refources  are  flourifhing  aod  iintoQched,  be^ 
caufp  our  vigour  13  diminifbed^  beca^fe  our  fpirit  is  animated 
by  fucoefs,  and  our  courage  by  our  glory  ?  is  it  bec^ufe  Gch* 
^lernment  hafc  in  ^  perilous  fituation^  when  they  have  beeii 
pUiged  to  call  upon  the  country  for  (acrificos*  ^ewn  a  coor 
ciljapnj^  tendernefs  and  regard  for  the  rights  of  the  pooplc»  as 
ivell  as  a  marked  diCnterel^ednefs  and  forbearance  on  their  own 
partSf  by  which  they  have,  in  an  exemplary  manosr,  nuufe 
their  pwriosconomy  to  keep  pace  wid)  the  increafed  demands 
for  die  ppblif  fervioe ;  and  have  they  by  thefe  means  fecorai 
,to  tbe.pQv^mment  the  coniGuIence,  the  aBfeAion,  the  genero- 
.fity,  and  the  fpirit  of  the  people?  Are  thefe  the  refources  pf 
ihe.ftrengdi  of  Government?  I  forbear^  Sir,  to  puih  the 
enquiry  ^1  forbear  to  allude  more  particul4rly  to  fymptoms 
which  no  man  can  contemplate  at  this  moment  without  grtf f 
and  difmay.  It  is  not  the  declaratbns  of  right  honourable 
Gentlemen  that  conftitute  the  ftrength  of  a  Government. 
You  may  deceive  yourfelves  by  lofty  and  va'ui  language^  but 
you  yourfelves  will  be  the  only  uupes ;  that  Government  abne 
is  ftrong  that  has  the  hearts  of  the  people*  and  will  any  man 
contend  that  we  (hould  not  be  more  likely  to  add  ftrength  to 
the  ftate,  if  we  were  to  extend  the  bafis  of  the  popular  repre* 
feotation?  Would  not  a  Houfe  of  CommQns,  freely  eleAedy 
and  that  was  in  truth  the  reprefentative^pf  the  i^^eoplp,  in  fup- 
porting  the  Adminiftration  of  the  crown,  be  more  likely  to 
conciliate  and  to  infure  the  fupport  of  the  peo|pIe  ?  If  this  be 
true  in  the  abftradi,  it  is  certain^  our  peculiar  duty  to  look  for 
tbi«  fupport  in  the  hour  of  difficulty.  What  man  who  forc^ 
fee  ,  I  hurricane  is  not  defirous  of  ftrengthening  his  houfe  ?  If 
Hf  conceives  it  to  be  incapable  of  landing  the  ftorm,  he  for- 
tifies it  by  buttrefleSy  and  takes  every  precaution  which  pru- 
deno:  and  forcfight  can  fuggeft.    Shall  nations  alone  be  blind 
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to  the  difiates  of  renfont  and  (it  fupine  on  the  approach  of 
the  tempeft  ?    Let  us  not*  Sir,  be,  deterred  from  this  ad  of - 
prudence  by  the  faife  reprefentaiions  that  are  made  to  u$,  or 
the  talfe  dedudi(>ns  that  are  made  from  the  recent  occur- 
rences of  the  world.    I  do  not  care  for  mifreprefentation,  and^ 
I  do  not  fcruple  to  give  my  opinion  of  thofe  occurrences  vmh 
freedom.     France  is  the  phantom  that  is  condantly  held  out 
to  terrify  us  from  our  purpofe.     Look  at  France,  it  will  not 
be  denied  but  that  (he  ftands  on  the  broad  bads  of  free  repre* 
fentation.    Whatever  other  views  the  government  of  France 
may  eiihihit^  and  which  may  afford  jull  alarm  to  other  nations, 
it  cafnnot  be'ddfiied  that  her  reprcientative  fyflem  has  proved 
itfclf  ca^^abfo  'of  vigorous  exertion.  .  It  cannot  be  dented 
but  that' it*  has  given  her  in  truth  gigantic  ftrenefh.-   We 
feel  It  ^tt)6  fenfibiy,  Europe  feels  it  too  fenfibly  for  denial. 
*ii6Wi  S^y-  though  I  do  not  wifli  you  to  imitate  France,  and 
thoiigh'I  am  perfuaded  you  have  no  necedity  for  any  terror 
of  fulfh  tmitation  being  forced  upon  you,  yet  I  fay  that  yoa 
ought  to  tdke  example  of  what  is  good  in  it.     I  fa^,.  that 
you  ought  to  be  as  ready  to  adopt  the  virtues  as  ydfn  are 
'fteady  iri  averting  from  the  country  the  vices  of  Fraiice.     I 
(a/,  ihatlf  it  is  demonftrated  beyond  the  power  of /ubterfiige 
to  queftion,  that  genuine  representation  alone  can' give  foli3 
power/ and  that  in  order  to  m^ke  Government  ftrongi  the 
people  muft  make  the  Government.     I  fav,  that  you  ought 
to  a^l'on  this  grand  maxim  of  political  wiidom  thlis  demon- 
ftrated,  and  call  in  the  people  according  to  the  original  prin- 
ciiples  of  your  fyftem  to  the  ftrength  of  your  Government.   I 
Tay  that  indoing'this  you  will  not  innovate,  you  w.fl  not 
irititate,  you  will  only  recur  to  the  true  path  of  the  CQtfftitu- 
tion  of  England.   In  making  the  people  of  England  a  confti* 
tuent  part  of  the  Government  of  England,  you  do  no  more 
than  reftore  the  genuine  edrfice  defigned  and  framed  by  our 
anceftor^.    An  honourable  Baronet  fpoke  of  the  inftability  of 
Democracies,  and  fays  that  hillory  does  not  give  us  the  ex- 
ample of  one  that  has  lafted  eighty  years^     Sir,  I  am  not 
'fpeaking  of  pure   Democracies,  and  therefore  his  alluHoii 
does  not  apply  to  my  argument.     Eighty  years  however  of 
peace  arid  repofc  would  be  pretty  well  for  any  people  to  en- 
joy, and  would  be  no  bad  reprefcntation  of  a  pure  demo- 
cracy.    I  am  very  ready,  however,  to  agree  with  tK'J^on^, 
.  Baronet,  that  according  to  the  experience  of  hiftory,  •'     /an- 
cient Democracies  of  the  world  were  vicious  afid  objediop^ 
able  on  many  accounts ;  th^ir  indability,  t|ifir  injuftice,  and 

many 
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many  other  vices,  cannot  be  overlooked ;  but  furely  when  we 
lopk  back  to  the  ancient  Detpocracies  of  Greece,  when  we 
fee  .them  in  all  the  fplendor  of  the  arts  and  of  arms,  when 
we  fee  how  they  aroufed  and  invigorated  genius,  and  to  what 
an  elevation  they  carried  the  powers  of  man,  it  cannot  be 
denied  that  however  vicious  on  the  fcote  of  ingratitude,  of 
icijuftice,  they  were  at  leaft  the  pregnant  and  never  failing 
fource  of  national  ftrength,  and  that  in  particular  they  bring 
forth  and  afford  this  ftrength  in  a  peculiar  manner  in  the  mo^- 
xpent  of  difficulty  and  diftrefs.  When  we  look  at  the  Demo- 
cracies of  the  ancient  world,  we  are  compelled  to  acknow* 
)edge  their  oppreflions,  their  horrible  ads  of  injuftice  and  of 
ingratitude,  but  they  compel  us  alfo  to  admirat^n  by  their 
vigour,  their  condancy,  their  fpirit,  and  their  exertions  in 
every  great  emergency  in  which  they  are  called  upon  to  a£t. 
We  are  compelled  to  own  that  it  gives  a  poyfer  ot  which  no 
^iher  form  of  government  is  capable.     Why  ?  Becaufe  it  in-> 
corporat^s  every  man  with  the  State,  becaufe  it  aroufes  every 
thing  that  belongs  to  the  foul  as  well  as  to  the  body  of  man. 
.^epaufe  it  makes  every  individual  creature  feel  that  he  is 
.lighting for himfelf  and  not  for  another;  that  it  ishisowa 
caufe,  his  own  fafety,  his  own  concern,  his.  own  dignity  ofi 
the  face  of  the  ^artfa,  and  his  own  intereft  on  the  identical 
.  foil  vf hich  he  has  to  maintain,  and  accordingly  we  find  that 
whatever  may  be  afcribed,  that  whatever  unay  be  obje6led  to 
them  on  account  of  the  turbulency  of  the  pailions  which  they 
ei\gen.der,  their  fhort  duration  and  their  difguUing  vices,  they 
.  l^c  ^xa£ted  from  the  common  fufFerage  of  mankind  the 
,palm  of  ftrength  and  vigour.    Who  that  reads  the  hiilory  of 
the  Perfian  war,  what  boy,  whofe  heart  is  warmed  by  the 
grand  and  fublime  adions  which  the  Democratic  fpirit  pro^ 
duced,  does  not  $nd  in  this  principle  the  key  to  all  the 
;  wpnders  which*  were  achieved,  and  ot  which  the  recent  and 
.  marvellous  zAs  of  the- French  people  are  pregnant  exam- 
-  pies  ?  He  fees  that  the  principle  of  liberty  only  could  create 
the  fublime  and  irrefiftible  emotion,  and  it  is  in  vain  to  con** 
Cen4.  from  the  ftriking  illuftration  that  own  times  have  giVeUf 
that. the  principle  is  internal,  and  that  it  belongs  to  the  heart 
of  man.     Shall  we  then  refufe  to  take  the  benefift  of  this  in- 
vigorating prindple  ?  Shall  we  refufe  to  take  the  benefit 
which  the  wifdom  of  our  anceftors  refolved  that  it  fhould 
confer  on  the  Britifh  Conftitution.  With  the  knowledge  that 
ft  c^  be  reinfufed  into  our  fyftem  without  violence,  without 
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afftftKng  kttf  ontf  af'itj'  parts,  arc 'VpIs  b^ootbe  fo  iherf,  ft 
fcrVJfitil,  or  fo  ftiipfd,  Z9  to  hcfitate  for  one  hoar  to  rcftore 
^rftlvcs  to  the  hcalih   iVhich  it  Would  he  fare  to  grve  i 
Wh6rt  we  fee  the  giant  power  that  it  t^onfers  upon  othefs^ 
#e  ought  not  to  withhold  it  fiom  Great-Britain.    How  k)*>g 
b'it  (ince  we  were  told  in  this  Hoirfe  that  France  was  a  blank 
ittthe  map  of  En  rope/ and  that  flie  lay  an  cafy  prey  to  apy 
poi^elr  that  might  be  yifpofed  to^  divide  and  pkinder  her? 
Yd  we  feethdt  hy  the  rhere  force  and  fjpirit  of  this  prihciplev 
France  ha??  HK>c)g1Vt  all  Europe  to  her  feet. — Withoot  difguif. 
ihg  the  Vicis  of  France,  without  overlooking  the  jiorrors  that 
katebireti  cotiimhfed,  and  that  have  tarn iflifed  the  glory  of 
the'RfeVoltrfFon/ It  cannot  be  denied  thai  they  have  exempli- 
fied ^tWdoftrine;  thdt  if  you  wilK  for  pbwer  you  muft  look 
tblitcftyj'*  If  ever  there  was  a  moment  when  this  maxim 
ought  to  bedfeat  to  tis,-  it  is  the  preftnt.     We  have  tried  all 
.    other  Weatrti  We  have  had  rccouTfe  to  evi^ry  ftratagem  thiK 
trtffict,  that  itiflvicnee;  that  cunning  could  fuggeft ;  we  have 
■atWfeffW  ourfeiv'is  to 'all  the  bafe'pafliorii  of  the  nation  5  wfe 
'"hzot  addreiTed  o^irfth'es  to  pride,  <o  avarice,  to  fear;  we  have 
iwakbned  all'lKe * rntcreftcd  emotions;  we  have  etnployed 
^eteff  thing -^hat  flattery,  every  thing  that  fcai',  evfery  thing 
that  privi1ege*^otild  efFeft  ;  We  have  tried  to  terrify  therti  into 
exfertion,  iind  aH  as  been  unequal  to  oar  emergency.  Let  tts 
^trythem  by  the  6hly 'hie^rt's  which  ^pcrience  demonftiBt^s 
to.  be  invincible,  lef  lis  addrefs  burfelves  to  their  love,  \tt 
qs  identify-  them  with  our  Pelves,  let  us  make  it  their  0#n 
/caufeas  Vdl*  asonrs,-  to  induce  thern  to  iome  forward  in 
'fuppdtt  of  the  State,  Fct  us  make  them  a  part  of  the  State, 
'utid  this  they  become  the  very  inftant  you  give  thewi  a  Houfe 
'  of  Commons,  that  is  the  faifhfol  organ  of  their  Will ;  then, 
;  Sir,  when  you  have  made  them  believe  and  feel  that  there 
'  can  be  but  one  intereft  in  the  country,  you  will  never  call 
'  tpon  (hem  in  vain  for  exertion.     Can  this  be  the  cafe  as  tile 
'  Houfe  of  Commons  IS  ndw  conftituted  ?  Can  they  think  foSf 
'they  review* the  adminiftration  of  the  ri^t  honourable  Gcn^ 
I  tleman,  every  part  of  which  muft  convince  them  tliat  the 
'  prefenr  feprefentation  is  a  mockery  and  afliadov^?  I  (hall 
[  jiot  trouble  you,  Sit,  with  going  over  the  whole  of  that  feries 
bf  difajlrous  tneafures  that  have  forced  upon  the  country  th^ 
^  ifnprcflion  that  the  Houfe  of  Commons  has  loft  its  efficacy  in 
the  fyftem  of  Government.    But  let  us  look  back  to  the  very 
fingular  circumftances  under  w?ticft  the  rirfrt  honourable 
'  Gemieman  came  into  power,  from  this  we  Qiall  fee  in  what 
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eftimmtkm  tlie  Houfe  of  Commons  Is  held,  eirenby  Govern-i: 
ment  Mtify  when  It  <does  not  fuit  their  purpofe  to  extol  it  mm  - 
the  reprefei^tat^ve  of  the  people.  The  honoarable  Gendow 
man  omne  into  povrer  againft  the  feofe  of  the  majority  of  thi^ 
then  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  armed  with  all  the  corrupt 
porwer  of  the  Crown,  he  ftood,  and  ruccefsfuliy  refifted  ito 
power  of  the  Hotifc  of  Commons.  He  declared  that  it  was 
not  tfie  reprefentative  of  the  people,  that  it  did  not  fpeak  the 
fenfe  of  the  natkm,  and  he  derided  its  weakncfs  and  tneffiti-J 
ency.  What  isthedoArine  that  this  condud  in  17S4  pro«- 
mu [gated  ^  That  the  Houfe  of  Comn»on«,  fq  long  as  it  tAtys 
the  will  of  the  MiniCler,  fo  long  as  it  grants  ever^  thing- 
wWch  he  demands,  fo  long  as  it  ftippopts  every  roeafum 
which  he  brfngs  forward,  the  Houfe  of  Commons  is  tfao 
g^fttrtne  Teprefer^atlve  -of  the  country,  it  is  powerAgl^  Mi 
omtiipr^ent,  but  the  moment  that  a  Houfe  of  Commoot 
presumes  to  be  the  oenfor  of  Government,  the  nooment  thai 
It  mfFumes  the  chara^^  of  diffidence  and  oppofition,  from 
that  inftant  it  ceafes  to  have  power  or  authority  in  the'king<» 
dcim,  It'then  becomes  a  •draw  which  the  Minritcr  can  fcatler 
with  a  breath  of  wind,  he  piifFs  it  away  witii  a  breath,  tbii 
iietKd^  and  completed  his  trttimph  in  1784  ;  Ance  that  time 
who  wBI  fay  thai  the  corrupt  influence  of  the  Crown  has  not 
made  enormous  Rrides  in  deftroying  the  power  of  eledionf 
iince  that  time  four-fifths  of  the  elcftton  franchifcs  of  Scot- 
land, and  Cornwall  particularly,  have  pafled  into  the  hands 
of  Government,  and  the  prediSion  which  an  honourable 
Gentleman  (Mr.  Burke)  then  made  upon  the  occafion  has 
been  literally  fulfilled — no  Houfe  of  Commons  has  been  fince 
found  ftrong  enough  to  oppofe  the  Minifters  of  the  Crown. 
Jt  lias  been  faid  that  that  period  was  not  proper  to  be  taken 
$is  a  teft  of  the  public  fpint  on  the  Tubjeft  of  reprefeiitatic^n ; 
that  it  was  a  momeat  ot  national  profperity,  and  that  nothing 
can  be  decided  for  or  againft  reprefentation  by  that  prece- 
dent ;  it  was,  however,  in  that  moment  that  the  feeds  of  rot- 
jleonefs  and  difToIution  were  fown.  I  thought  I  faw  them  at 
the  time,  and  I  .have  been  confirmed  in  my  obfervation  by 
4every  thing  that  has  occurred  fince.  I  pafs  over  all  the  period 
Jbciweea  that  time  up  to  the  prefent  war,  not  becaufc  it  is 
auoit  fruitful  of  exanipks,.  b.ut  becaufe  I  do  not  wi(h  tp  tref* 
pafs  upon  your  timJe,-r-Thc  preiant  war,  fay  Minifters,  was 
popiular  In  its  oommencemcnt ;  the  fame  was  faid  of  the 
^uHnmencement  of  the  American  war.  I  will  not  (lop 
tp  -enquire  into  the  truth  of  the  aflcrtlou,    though   it  is 
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Sit  lead  doubtful ;  I  will  not  deny  that,  through  the  artfid 
flachinations  of  Govcrnmenty  a  clamour  was  excited  of  the 
interefted,  which  Miniders  called  the  voice  of  the  nation. 
Whatever  may  have  been  the  cafe,  however,  in  the  outfet  oi 
the  two  wars,  the  progrefs  in  the  public  opinion  has  been 
the  fame  in  both,  and  I  aver  that  as  in  the  American  warthe 
public  opinion  had^changed,  though  no  change  was  produced 
by  the  general  eledion  of  1780,  fo  now  I  aver  that,  for  the 
kvft  two  years  the  prefent  war  has  been  univerfally  unpopular 
in  England,  though  it  has  not  made  its  voice  to  be  heard  by 
the  choice  of  reprefentatives.  Though  the  general  eledion 
lins  not  produced  a  change  of  men,  yet  he  muft  be  a  dull  ob* 
ferver  of  the  public  mind  who  fays,  that  the  general  eledlon 
did  not  afford  a  (Iriking  proof  of  a  change  in  the  fentiments 
of  the  people  ;  for  what,  was  the  condu6l  of  the  candidates 
in  opulent  places,  of  the  candidates  on  the  two  fides  i  We 
boafted  of  having  oppoied  the  war,  we  made  it  our  claim,  and 
our  appeal  to  the  confidence  of  the  People,  that  we  bad  refill- 
ed every  one  of  the  roeafures  by  which  the  Government  has 
brought  us  into  our  prefent  condition..  What  was  the  con- 
duct of  the  candidates  on  the  other  fide?  It  confided  of 
•apologies  for  their  pafi  offence  of  fupporting  the  war,  it  con* 
iifted  of  whining  and  canting  explanations,  in  defcriptions  of 
alarms,  and  not  unfrequently  in  mifrtprefentations  of  fa£U.*- 
Such  i^as  tlie  feeling  conveyed  by  the  General  Eledion,  it 
ferved  to  convince  every  obferving  man,  that  if  the  rcprcfen- 
tative  fydem  had  been  perfedt,  or  the  pradlice  pure,  the  new 
Parliament  would  have  decidedly  voted  agatnfi  the  continu- 
ance of  the  war.  Seeing  then  the  conduct  they  have  purfued» 
can  the  people  have  confidence  in  this  Houfe  ?  'Can  they  have 
confidence  in  a  Houfe  that  has  given  their  countenance  tomif- 
reprefentation  through  the  whole  courfeof  the  war?  Suppofe 
the  people  were  to  look  for  the  hiftory  of  the  events  that  have 
happened  in  this  war,  and  for  the  condition  of  the  country 
from  the  King's  fpeeches  from  the  Throne,  and  to.  the  Acf- 
dreflcs  of  the  two  Houfes  of  Parliament,  they  would  fee  that 
almoft  in  every  inftance,  his  Majefty  has  declared  from  tht 
Throne,  and  the  Houfe  of  Commons  nas  replied  in  its  humble 
and  loyal  Addreflcs,  that  our  profpc£is  were  improved,  and  that 
the  countiy  was  fIouri{hinK  and  profperous.  Look  at  all  the 
King's  fpeeches  and  addreUes  fince  the  year  1793,  and  you  will 
find  that  this  is  their  general  tone  and  language.  And  yet  this 
is  the  Houfe  of  Commons  in  which  the  Peopfc  of  England  are 
to  have  confidence !  Amidft  all  the  failures  a^nd  ntffering9 
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VKhich  they  Ijave  had  to  deplore,  and  in  their  prefent  condition 
of  dreadful  and  unparalleled  calamity^  they  are  called  upon  td 
truil  to  a  Moufe  of  Commons  chat  alTures  them  their  profpeds 
and  fituation  have  been  gradually  improving  fince  the  year 
1793.  There  has  been  at  diflS:rent  times  a  great  deal  of  dif^ 
pute  about  virtual  Reprefentation  ;  Sir,  I  am  no  great  advocate 
for  thefe  nice  fubtleties  and  fpecial  pleadings  on  the  Conftito* 
tion;.much  depends  upon  appearance  as  well  as  reality.  I 
know  well  that  a  popular  body  of  558  Gentlemen/ if  truly  in* 
dependent  of  tlie  Crown,  would  be  a  ftrong  barrier  to  the  peo- 
ple ;  but  the  Houfe  of  Commons  fhould  not  only  be,  but  ap- 
pear to  be,  the  Reprefentativcs  of  the  People ;  the  fyftem 
fliould  fati&fy  the  prejudices  and  the  pride,  as  weH  as  the  reafoa 
of  the  people ;  and  you  never  can  expcft  to  give  the  juft  im** 

?rcffion  which  a  Houfe  of  Commons  ought  to  make  on  the 
topic,  until  you  derive  it  unequivocally  from  tbenl.  It  if 
aiked,  why  Gentlemen,  who  were  againft  a  Parliamentary 
Reform  on  former  occaiions  (hould  vote  for  it  now  ?  Ten  yeaits 
ago  men  might  reafonably  objeft  to  any  Reform  of  the  fyftent, 
who  ought  now,  in  my  opinion,  to  be  governed  by  motives  that 
^re  irreiiAible  in  its  favour.  They  might  look  back  with  fomc-> 
thing  like  fatisfadtion  and  triumph  to  former  Parliaments,  and 
confole  thcmfelves  with  the  reflection  that  though  in  moments 
of  an  ordinary  kind  in  the  common  courfe  of  human  events^ 
ParliameiTt  might  abate  from  its  vigilance,  and  give  a  greater 
degree  of  confidence  than  was  ftridlly  confrmable  with  repre- 
fentative  duty  ;  that  yet  there  was  a  point  beyond  which  no 
art  of  parts  of  power,  no  influence  of  corruption,  could  carry 
them  ;  that  there  were  barriers  in  the  Britifh  Conftitution^over 
which  the  Houfe  of  Commons  never  would  leap,  and  that  the 
moment  of  danger  and  alarm  would  tSethe  fignal  for  the  return 
of  Parliament  to  its  poft.  Such  might  have  been  the  reafoning 
of  Gentlemen  on  the  experience  of  former  Parliaments,  and 
with  ihis  rooted  truft  in  the  latent  efficacy  of  Parliament,  they 
might  have  objeftcd  to  any  attempt  that  (hould  give  fcope  to 
views,  or  chcriih  hopes  to  a  change  in  the  fyftein  itfclf ;  but 
what  will  the  fame  Gentlemen  fay  after  the  experience  of  the 
lad  and  the  prefent  Parliament?  What  dependence,  what 
truft,  what  reliance  can  they  have  for  any  one  veftigc  of  the 
Conftitution  that  is  yet  left  to  us  ?  Or  rather,  what  privilege, 
what  right,  what  i'ecurity  has  not  been  already  violated  ? 

**  quid  inta£tum  nelafti  liquimus? 

And  feeing  that  in  no  one  inftance  have  they  hefitated  to  go 
4he  full  length  of  every  outrage  that  was  conceived  by  the  Mi- 
Vol.  111.  1797.  aS  niftcr 
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nifler ;  that  they  have  been  touched  by  no  fcruples,  deterred 
by  no  fcnfe  of  duty,  correiaed  by  no  experience  of  calamity, 
checked  by  no  admonition  or  remonftrance ;  that  they  have 
never  made  out  a  fiHgle  cafe  for  enquiry  ;  that  they  have  never 
intcrpofcd  a  fingie  reftraint  upon  abufe,  may  not  Gentlemen- 
confidently  feel  that  the  Reform  which  they  previoully 
thought  nnneccffary  is  now  indifpenfible  ?  We  have  heard  to* 
day,  Sir>  all  .the  old  arguments  about  honour  on  the  one  Ada 
as  being  as  likely  as  honour  on  the  other  i  and  that  there  are 
good  itien  on  both  fides  of  the  Houfe ;  that  a  man  may  be  a 
Member  for  a  clofe  borough  upon  one  fide  of  the  Houfe  as  well 
as  upon  the  other  \  and  that  he  may  be  a  good  man  fit  where 
he  may :  all  this,  Sir,  is  ^ery  idle  language ;  it  is  not  the  quef- 
tion  at  iiTue,  no  man  difputes  the  exigence  of  private  and  indi- 
vidual integrity  ;  but.  Sir,  this  is  not  Reprefentation ;  if  a  man 
comes  here  as  the  proprietor  of  burgeiTed  tenure,  he  docs  not 
come  here  as  the  Reprefentativc  of  the  People.  The  whole  of 
this  fyftem,  as  it  is  now  carried  on,  is  as  outrageous  to  morality, 
as  it  is  pernicious  to  jud  Government ;  it  gives  a  fcandai  to 
our  charaSer,  which  not  merely  degrades  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons in  the  eyes  ef  the  People,  but  it  d6es  more,  it  undermines 
the  very  principles  pf  integrity  in  their  hearts,  and  gives  a  fa- 
fhion  to  difhonefty  and  impofture.  They  hear  of  a  perfoa 
giving  or  receiving  four  or  five  thoufand  pounds  as  the  pur- 
chafe  money  of  a  feat  for  a  clofe  borough  ;  and  they  hear  the 
very  man  who  received  and  put  into  his  pocket  tne  money 
make  a  loud,  a  vehement  fpeech  in  this  Houfe  againd  bribery ; 
and  they  fee  him,  perhaps,  move  for  the  commitment  to  prifon 
of  a  poor,  unfortunate  wretch  at  your  bar,  who  has  been  con- 
y'lStcd  in  taking  a  fingic  guinea  for  his  vote  in  the  very  Ix)- 
rough  perhaps  where  he  lud  publicly  and  unblufhingly  fold 
his  influence,  though  that  miferdbly  guinea  was  neceflary  to 
fave  a  family  from  ftarving,  under  the  horrors  of  a  war  which 
he  had  contributed  to  bring  upon  the  country.  Sir,  thcfe  , 
arc  the  things  that  para  I  yfe  you  to  the  heart;  thefe  arc  the 
things  tliat  vitiate  tlie  whole  fyllcm,  that  fpread  degeneracy, 
hypocrify  and  fordid  fraud  over  the  country,  and  take  from, 
:us  the  energies  of. virtue,  and  fap  the  foundations  of  patriotifm 
and  fpirit.  The  fyftcm  that  encourages  fo  much  vice  ought  to 
be  put  an  end  to,  and  it  is  no  argument  that,  becaufe  it  laded 
a  long  time  without  mifchief,  it  ought  now  to  be  continued, 
when  it  is  found  to  be  pernicious ;  it  is  arifen  to  a  height  tliat 
defeats  the  very  end  of  Government ;  it  muft  fink  under  its 
own  weakncfs,  and  this,  Sir^  is  not  a  cafe  peculiar  to  itfelf,  but 
is  infeparabie  fr^nn  all  human  inditutions.  All  the  writers  of 
emiaeace  upon  forms  of  Government  bavd  ($id,  that  ia  order 
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to  prcferve  them,  frequent  recurrence  niuft  be  had  to  their 
original  principles.  This  is  the  opinion  of  Montcf<|iue,  as  well 
as  of  Machiavel.  Gentlemen  will  not  be  inclines!  to  difpute 
the  authority  of  tiie  latter  on  this  point  at  leall,  and  he  fays^ 
that  without  thia  recurrei^e  they ^ grow  out  of.fhape,  and  de- 
viate from  their  genuine  form ;  it  is  only  by  .recurring  to 
ibrmer  principles  that  any  Government  can  be  kept  pure  and 
unabufed.  But,  fay  Gentlemen,  if  any  abufes  have  crdpt  into 
our  f;p(lcm,  have  vvc  not  a  correftivc  vvhofe  efficacy  has  beea 
proved,  and  of  which  every  body  approves?  Have  we  not  Mr. 
Grenville's  bill  as  an  amendment  to  the  Conftitution  ?  An 
amendment  it  is — an  amendment  which  acknowledges  the  de- 
ficiency. It  is  an  avowal  of  a  defeflive  praftice.  Ic  is  a  ftrong 
argument  for  a  reform,  becaufe  it  would  not  be  neceflary  if 
the  plan  of  reprefentation  were  fufficient.  But,  Sir,  there  is 
a  lumping  confideration,  if  I  may  he  allowed  the  pbrafe, 
which  now  more  than  ever,  ought  to  make  every  man  a  con- 
vert to  Porliaijientary  Reform ;  there  is  an  annual  revenue  of 
^wenty-tbnse  millions  fterling  coUefled  by  the  Executive  Go* 
v^rmment  from  the  people.  Here,  Sir,  is  the  defpot  of  elec- 
tion i  here  is  the  new  power  that  has  grown  up  to^  magnitude» 
that  bears  down  before  it  every  defenfive  barrier  eftablifliea  by 
pur  anccftorsfor  the  prote6lion  of  the  people,  i  They  had  na 
fuch  tyrant  to  controul,  they  had  no  fuch  enemy  to  oppofe. 
Againft  every  thing  which  was  kfipwn,  agaiiift  every  thing 
that  W2|s  feen,  they  did  provide,  but  it  did  not  enter  into  th^ 
contemplation  of  thofe  who  cfl:ablifliec|  the  checks  ?nd  barriers 
of  our  fyftem,  that  they  would  ever  have  to  ftand  ag^inft  a  re- 
venue pf  twenty- three  millions  a  y^r;  •  The  whole  landed 
rental  of  the  kingdom  is  not  eft i matted  at  fhore  than  twenty- 
five  millions  a  year,  and  this  rental  is  divided .  and  difperfed 
over  9  large  body  who  cannot  be  fuppofed  to  a£t:  in  concert,  or 
to  give  to  their  power  the  force  of  combination  and  unity ;  but 
even  if  all  united,  organized  and  exerted,  has  it  npt  now  to 
c^pofe  a  power  nearly  equal  to  itfelf  in  on<;  hand,  in  a  hand 
that  has  all  the  means  of  hoftility  prepared,  and  all  the  r^foi^rce^ 
for  36^100  in  fuJl  ^dtivity  ?  Bat  it  is  faid^  that  though  the 
Government  is  in  the  receipt  of  a  revenue  of  twenty-three  mil- 
lions a  year,  it  has  not  the  expenditqre  of  tl^at  fum,'  and  that 
its  inftuenpe  ought  not  to  be  calculated  from  what  Tt  receives, 
but  what  it  has  tq  pay  away*  I  fubmit,  however,  to  the  good 
feuie..aQd  to  the  perfqnal  experience  of  Gentlemen  who  hear 
nie,  if  it  b^  not  a  manifeft  truth  that  influence  de{)ends  almoft 
m^  much  upcfri  what  they  have  to  receive,  as  upon  wh?it  they 
t^Y^  tQ  pay  \  ^hetljer  it  does  not  proceed  as  much  from  th^ 
^  j»  S  a  («b. 
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fpbmiflion  of  the  dcpendarrt  who  has  a  debt  to  pay,  as  on  the 
gratitude  of  the  perfon  whofe  attachment  they  reward  ?  And 
if  this  be  true,  in  the  influence  which  individuals  tICTlVB  from 
th^  rentals  of  their  eftates,:  and  i'tbm  ilie^eitpJendfture  of  tl\?it' 
rental,  how  niuch  more  fb' is  it  tftife'^df- Oovifrnn^ent,  who, 
both  in  the  rfeceiptind  e^tpenditurc'cf  thrs^normbui  revefttie, 
are  a6tuated  by  oric^  in-variable  jirirtciple,  that  of  extetKlii^  br 
Withholding  favour  Tn  exaft  proportion  to  the  fuhmifiion  or  re^' 
fiftance  to  their  meafures  which  the  individuals  make  ?  >Gom^ 
pate  this  revenue  the'n  ^kh  that  againft  which  our  anceftorsi 
Were  fo  anxious  to  proteft  us,  and  compare  this  revenue  With 
all  the  bulwarks  of  bui"  Conftitution  in  preceding  times,  and 
you  miift^cknowledgfc',  that  though  thofe  bulwarks  were  fuf- 
ficicnt  to  ptoteft  us  in  the  days  of  King  WJlIiam  and  Qyecn 
Anne,  they  are  not  equal  to  the  en6my  we  hiivenow  to  rcfift. 
But  it  is  fald,  what  will  this  reftrm  do  for  ufs?  will' it  be  a  ta* 
Fifmart  fufEcicrrt  to  reti-ieve  all  the  misfortunes  which  we  haw5 
iricurJ^cd  ?  I  am  'free  to  fay  tliat  it  would  *'riot  b6'TtrfHctefit  h^^ 
Jtk  it  led  to  reforms'- of  fubftahtial  expence,  and'tb  rHMflS'irf 
all  the  abufes  thdt  have  crept  into  our  GoVerWnfeht.  IWlf'irtPtfti* 
fatrie  time  I  thWk  it  would  do  this,  I  chlnR  it"w6ufd*give'tii 
the  chance,  as  I  f^id  before,  t>f  recovery*.'  ^'»w'oi»ld  givctfil 
in  the  firft  {)!ace;  a  Partiiment  vigilant  and  TcriipiildSs,  arifl 
that  would  inforc  to  n^  a  Government -aflivc  and  oeconomicili 
}t  would  prepare  the  way  for  every  rational  improvement",-^ 
Which,  withbiit  dJftii^bing.the'parts,  our  Conftitution  is  filP- 
tepti'ble.  If  wbuhl  do  more,  it  v^ould  open  the  -way  fdr  esOfN 
"tibns  infinitely  mbft^ektenfive  thah  <tT1  we  have  hithertb  Hiadew 
The  Right  h'onbifrabW^Ge  nlcmaii  faysthat- we  have  blade  tx*- 
ertioris.'  True:"  Bat  wtrat  are-  they  in  dbm[i^rifon  to^oar  rte*- 
teffity  ?"and  yet  W^h.ave  funk'  us  irttb  tfcci^pitude,  aridthWtt* 
ten  us  with  convulfion.  I  vvifh  ^ou'tb  Bercftored  tea  Vigour 
thatihall  make  yqu  equal  to  your' elhcr^erity  ,-'' hut ^he- right 
honourable  Gentleman' fays,  that  when  wt  corifider^ur  com* 
paratiVe  fjtuation  with  that  of^u'ntriefs  whd'have  ttikeft  dfto-. 
ther  line  of  conduit  in  the  prefcnt  fttite  of  th^  ^wo^id,  w^  ought 
to  rejoice  ;  and  that  our  fituafibn  is  infihrtely  fupe^ior  to  thoffe 
who  have  not  purAied  the  fame  r'btite. '  Tconfeft;  Sir,  -thw  \ 
TitA  very  tnucii  at  a  hfy  to  conceive  whdftcoiirntry  the  rights h©- 
^ourable  Gentlcrtiaii  has  in  view  in  this  eompariftfni  -'Does 
he  mean  to  aflcrt  that'the  nations  who' prii^fcrred' the' iiYii*  of 
neutralitv  to  that  of  t^r  hive  faWeh'intd'ia'Tevbref'^Sldk^ty 
than  ourielves  and  the  other  powers  WholiJrve  *ei1flfhraced*thfe 
politics  of  the  right  honourable  Qchtldnari?;  Diy^sfi^Wc^ 
to.  fay  that  Sweden,  or  that  Denmark,- has  (offered  AtoWHy 
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obffrrfng  an  impradent  neutrality  than  England  or  Aufiria 
by  wifely  plunging  themfelves  into  war  ¥  Or  does  he  mean  to 
infinuate  that  Pruffia  has  been  the  viftim  of  its  impolicy  in 
getting  oat  of  the  .confli£t  on  the  firft  occafion  i  If  this  be  the 
interpretation  of  the  right  honourable  Gentleman's  argument, 
I  do  not  believe  that  hb  will  get  many  perfons  to  fubicribe  to 
the  joOice  of  his  comparifon.  But  probably  be  alludes  to  the 
£ite  oi  Holland :  if  this  be  the  obje£t  to  which  jie  wifhes  us  to 
turn  our  eyes,  he  does  it  unjuftly.  Holland  adted  under  thtt 
dcfpeWfc 'mandate  of  that  ri^ht  honourable  Gentleman ;.  an4 
Holland,  whatever  (he  has  fuflfered,  whatever  may  be  her  prft^ 
fent  fftuation^  lays  her  calamities  to  the  charge  of  England.  •{ 
cannot  then  admit  of  the  argument  that  our  fituation  is  com* 
paratively  better  than  tliat  of  the  nations  who  altogether  kept 
oat  of  the  war,  or,  being  drawn  into  it,  in  the  fird  inftaoes 
corre^d  their  error,  amd  refiored  to  tliemfelves  the  bleffings^of 
peace. 

I  ha^dctained  yoa.  Sir,  thus  long  in  replying  to  the  argu«. 
ments  which,  have  been  advanced  at  different  times  againft  An 
Reform  of  Parliament  as  a  general  meafure  of  policy.  I  come 
how  to  coriilder  the  fpecific  propofition  of  my  hononrablt 
Friend,  and  the >arguments  that  have  been  brought  againft  it 
in  particular.  Let  me  premife,  that  however  averfe  Gentle*- 
itiet)  mafy  be  to  any  fpecific  propofition  of.  r^diorm,  if  they  arc 
Iriendiyto  the  principle,  they  ought*  to  vote  for  the  prrfent 
qiieftion,'becaufe  it  is  merely  a  motion  for  leave  to  bring  in  a 
bill  wl;iicb  would  be  printed  in  orde^  to  give  time  for  deliberate 
diCcoffion'  •  An  dppofition  to  fuch  a  motion  c6mes  with  a  very 
ilbgraoe  from  tlw  right  honourable  Gentleman ;  it  contradiiSl 
hiffownrcondud;  it  contradids  the  policy  for  which  he  ftrenut 
oufly  icrgacd.  Inthe  year  1785  he.movcd  for  leave  to  bring  in 
uhiilan  a  fpecific  plan,  and. he  fairly  called  upon  the  fupport  of 
jlll'^hofe  who  approved  of  the  principle  of  reform,  whatevof 
^ightbe  the  latitude  of  tUeir  ideas  on  the  fubje£l ;  whether 
tbeywifhed  formoreor  lefs  than  his  propofition,,  he  thought 
lliat  thtfy  Aouldiagreeto  the  introduction  of  the  bill,  that  it 
Inight  be  freely  difcufied  in  the  Committee,  in  hopes  that  the 
united  wifdom  of  the  Houfe  might  ihape  out  fomething  that 
'WCftild  be  generally  acceptabk.  Upon  this  candid  argumentiT, 
idrone,  a£M^'  1  did  not  approve  of  his  (pecific  propofitioov 
tKid^et  I  voted  with  hti»  for  leave  to  bring  in  the  bill.  And 
ihis.  Sir,  has  generaNyr  happenqd  to  me  on  ail  the  former  occar 
fions/  when  prppoficioitB  Juave^  been  made,  though  I  h^ve  coni> 
-fiantly  been  a  fi^iend  ■  lb  the  principle.  1  have  never  before 
>|tttia  fpecific  plaii<iha(lnd  hiy.t:or4ial  iipprobatioo ,  that  whicb 
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came  neared,  and  of  which  I  the  lead  difapproved,  was  the 
plan  of  an  honourable  Gentleman  who  is  now  a  more  (Mr* ' 
Fiood),  he  was  the  firft  perfon  who  faggefted  the  idea  of  ex- 
tending what  might  ho  proper  to  add  tb  reprefenCation,  ta 
boufe- keepers,  as  to  a  defcription  of  perfbns  the  bed  calcuhted 
to  give  efficacy  to  the  reprefentative  fyftsnu  My  honourable 
Friend's  plan,  built  upon  this  idea»  is  an  improvetnent  of  it» 
fince  it  IS  not  an  attempt  even  to  vary  the  form  and  outline^ 
much  Ie6  to  new  model  the  reprefentation  of  the  people ;  it 
keeps ewry  thing  in  its  place;  it  neither  varies <hc  number,. 
nor  charrges  the  name,  nor  diverts  the  courfe  of  any  part  of 
^r  fyftem ;  it  correSs  without  change ;  it  extends  without 
deftru£llon  of  any  edablifhed  right ;  it  reftores  fimply  what 
has  been  injured  by  abufc,  and  reindates  what  time  has  moul- 
dered away ;  no  man  can  have  a  right  to  complain  of  genuine 
property  ailaiied;  ho  habit  even,  no  mode  of  thinking,  no 
prejudice  will  be  wounded ;  it  traces  hack  the  path  of  the  Coil'« 
ftitation  from  which  we  have  wandered,  but  it  runs  out  into 
no  new  dire^on.  A  noble  Lord  fays,  that  the  county  repre- 
fentation muft  be  good,  that  muft  he.  approved  ^f ;  be  it  f^ 
this  propofes  to  leave  the  county  reprefentation  where  jt  is  ;  I 
wi(h  fo  to  leave  it,  I  think  that  reprcfentation  ought  to.  be  of  a 
compound  nature ;  the  counties  may  be  confidered  as  territor 
ml  reprefentation,  as  contra-diftinguifhed  from  popular,  but, 
in  order  to  embrace  all  that  I  think  neceflary,  I  certainly 
ivoold  not  approve  of  any  further  ext^fion  of  this  branch  oif 
the  reprefentation.  It  has  been  afked,  whether  the  rights  of 
corporations  onght  not  to  be  maintained  i  That  is  a  matter  ibe 
fiirther.dffcQffion.  I  have  no  hefitation  in  fayin^^  my  opinion 
leads  the  other  way  ;  but  if  it  fhould  be  thought  fo,  it  may 
be  fo  modified  in  the  bill  ;r.  there  is  no  reafonable  -dsje^lioh  to 
Its  intnodudtion  on  account  of  our  not  now  agreeing  with  all 
ps  parts.  My  honourable  Friend,  with  all  his  abilities,  akid 
ail  the  induftry  with  which  he  has  digcfted  his  propofitioin* 
lAbcB  not  prefume  to  offer,  it  to  you  as  a-perfeA  plan,  norcaU 
upon  you  to  fubfcribe  to  it  with  implicit  faith.  He  does  not 
call  upon  you  to  adopt  all  his  notions,  dor  does!  he  think  that 
£v€ry  part  of  his  plan  will  be  found  to  quadrate  with  thi$ 
abftratf^  principles  of  reprefentation  ;  he  looks  to  what  is  pracr 
ticable  in  the  condition  in  which  wo  are  placed,  not  to  wha^t  t 
new  people  might  be^  tempted  to  hazard.  My  opinion,  hbWFr 
trver  unimportadt  it  maybe,  ^goesiiRRifhv  the  honourable  G.ert- 
tieman ;  I  think  that  tliere  is  enovgjfc  ;of  .enterprize  and  vigour 
in  the  plan  ta^reftore  .  us  to  health, '  .and  not  eilou^h  tb 
f  un  US  into  diforder.    liagree  wxthi  him,:  becaufc  I  am  firnnly 
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of  opinion  with  all  the  philofephical  writers  on  the  fubjcAt 
that  when  a  country  is  (unk  into  a  iicuation  of  apathy  and 
abufe,  it  can  only  be  recovered  by  recurring  to  its  firfl  princi- 
ples. Now,  Sir,  I  tliink  that  adding  on  this  footing  to  extend 
the  right  of  election  to  houtekeepers,  is  the  bed  and  moft  ad* 
y^feable  plan  of  reform ;  I  think  alfo  that  it  is  the  moft  perfed 
recurrence  to  firft  principles^  I  4o7^t  mean  to  the  firft  prin- 
ciples  of  lbciety«  nor  to  the  abftra£i  principles  of  rcprefentation, 
but  to  the  firft  known  and  recorded  principles,  of  our  Confti* 
totion.  According,  to  the  early  hiftory  ofj  England,  and  the 
higheft  authorities  on  our  Parliamentary  Conftitution,  I  find 
this  to  be  the  cafe.  It  is  the  opinion  of  the  celebrated  Glan* 
ville,  than  in  all  cafes  where  no  particular  right  intervenes, 
the  common  law  right  of  fcot  and  lo(  was  the  right  of  eleSioa 
in  the  land  ;  this^  hir,  was  the  opinion  of  Serjeant  Glanville^ 
and  of  one  of  the  moft  celebrated  Committees  of  which  ou^ 
Parliamentary  hiftory  has  to  boaft,  and  this,  in  my  opinion,  it 
tlie  fafeft  line  of  condufl  that  you  can  adopt.  But  it  is  fai^ 
dut  extending  the  right  of  voting  to  houfekeepers  may,  in 
feme  refpefb,  be  compared  to  univerfal  fufFrage.  I  have  al« 
ways  deprecated  univerfal  fufFrage,  not  fo  much  on  account 
of  the  confufion  to  which  it  would  lead,  but  becaufe  I  think 
tliat  we  ftiould  in  reality  lofe  the  very  obje<%  which  we  defire 
to  obtain ;  becaufe  I  think  it  would  in  its  nature  embarrafs  and 
prevent  the  deliberative  voice  of  the  country  from  being  heard. 
1  do  not  think  that  you  augment  and  multiply  the  deliberative 
body  of  the  people  by  counting  all  the  heads,  but  that  in  truth 
you  confer  on  individuals,  by  this  means,  the  power  of  draw* 
ing  forth  numbers,  who,  without  deliberation,  would  impli* 
citly  n£t  upon  their  will.  My  opinion  is,  that  the  beft  plan  of 
reprefentation  is  that  which  fhall  bring  into  a&ivity  the  greateft 
number  of  independent  voters ,  and  that  that  is  defective 
wjiich  would  bring  fortt^  thofe  whofe  (ituation  and  condition 
takes  from  them  power  of  deliberation.  I  can  have  no  concep- 
tion of  that  being  a  good  plan  ofele£tion  which  fhould  en-' 
able  individuals  to  bring  regiments  to  the  poll.  I  hppe  Gen- 
tlemen will  not  fmile  if  I  endeavour  to  illuftrate  my  pofitton 
by  referring  to  the  example  of  the  other  fex.  In  all  the  the- 
ories and  projc£ts  of  the  moft  abfurd  fpeculation,  it  has  never 
been  fuggefted  that  it  would  be  advifcable  to  extend  the 
ele&ive  fuffrage  to  the  female  fex  ;  and  yet,  juftly  refpedt- 
ingy  as  we  muft  do,  the  mental  powers,  the  acquirements, 
the  difcrimination,  and  the  talents  of  the  women  of  England, 
in  theprefent  improved  ftate  of  foceity — knowing  the  oppor* 
tunities  which  they  have  tor  acquiring  knowledge — that  they 

have 


l%t  WOODPALL'S  PARLTAM£NTARY  REPOltTS.  [Commoks^ 
have  intcrefts  as  dear  and  as  important  as  our  own,  it  muft  be 
the  genuine  feeling  of  every  Gentleman  who  hears  me  that 
all  the  fuperior  clafies  of  the  female  fex  of  England  muft  be 
more  capable  of  exercifing  the  ele£live  fuffrage  with  delibera-* 
tion  and  propriety  than  the  uninformed  individuals  of.  the 
loweft  clafsof  men  to  whom  the  advocates  of  univerfal  fuffragi^ 
would  extend  it ;  and  yet,  why  has  it  never  been .  imagined 
that  the  right  of  elcflion  (hould  be  extended  to  women  ?  Whyf 
^  but  becaufe  by  the  law  of  nations,  and  perhaps  alfo  by  the  law 
of  nature,  that  fex  is  dependent  on  ours;  and  becaufe,  there- 
fore, their  voices  would  be  governed  by  the  relation  in  which 
they  ftand  in  fociety.  Therefore,  it  is.  Sir,  that  with  the  cx-» 
ceptions  of  companies,  in  which  the  right  of  voting  merely  af* 
fc&s  property,  it  has  never  been  in  the  contemplation  of  the 
moft  abfurd  theorifts  to  extend  the  clcSive  franchife  to  the  fex. 
The  defideratum  to  be  obtained,  is  independent  voters,- and 
diat,  I  fay,  would  be  a  defe£tive  fyflem  that  (hould  bring  re* 

Jiments  of  foldi'ers,  of  fervants,  and  of  perfons  whofe  low  con« 
ition  neceflarily  curbed  the  independence  of  their  mind. 
That  then  I  take  to  be  the  moft  pcrfeft  fyflem  which  (hall  in- 
clude the  greateft  quantity  of  independent  ele£tors,  and  ex- 
clude the  greateft  number  of  thofe  who  are  neceflarily  by  their 
condition  dependent. 

I  think  that  the  plan  of  my  honourable  friend  draws  this  line 
as  difcreetly  as  it  can  be  drawn,  and  it  by  no  means  approaches 
to  univerfal  fuffrage.  It  would  neither  admit,  except  in  par- 
ticular inftances,  foldiers  and  fervants.  Univerfal  fufFrage 
would  extend  the  right  to  three  millions  of  m6n,  but  there  arc 
not  more  than  feven  hundred  thoufand  houfes  that  would  come 
in  within  the  plan  of  my  honourable  friend,  and  when  it  is 
conlidered  that  out  of  thefe  fome  are  the  property  of  minors, 
and  that/ome  perfons  have  two  or  more  houfes,  it  would  fix 
the  number  of  voters  for  Great  Britain  at  fix  hundred  thoufand  ; 
and  I  call  upon  Gentlemen  to  fay,  whether  this  would  not  be 
fufficiently  extcnfive  for  deliberation  on  the  one  hand,  and  yet 
fufficiently  limited  for  order  on  the  other.  This  has  no  fimi- 
larity  with  univerfal  fuffrage,  and  yet,  taking  the  number  of 
reprefentatives  as  they  now  itand,  it  would  give  to  every  mem- 
ber about  iitteen  hundred  conftituents.  But  it  is  faid,  would 
even  this  plan  of  reform  proteiStus  againft  the  confequences 
of  bribery  and  corruption  ;  I  do  not  afteft  to  fay  that  it  will; 
I  do  not  believe  that  in  the  prefent  ftate  of  fociety  we  can  be 
altogether  free  from  this  evil ;  no  laws  will  be  found  fufficient 
to  eradicate  an  evil,  whifh  example  has  fo  banefullyeftabliftied* 
We  have  for  a  courfe  of  yeais  inculcated  and  habituated  tbe 
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people  to  the  fordid  vice,  and  we  certainty  cannot  wonder  that 
a  poor  man  Ibouid  fcruple  to  take  five  guineas  for  his  vote^ 
when  he  knows  that" the  nohle  Lord  in  his  neighbourhood 
tcX)k  four  or  fiv^e  thou&rldi/  But,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  that  wlien 
tho  baneful  encouragement  is  removed,  the  regulations  that 
wbuld  b&iiltroduced  would  tend  to  diminifh,  if  not  altogether 
t6  remove  the  evil.  Among  thofe  regulations,  that  of  ihorten^ 
it>g  the  duration  of  Pariianaents  vyoukl  be  one  ftrong  correct 
tive,  and  this,  I  think,  might  be  done  with  great  convenience 
and  faciUty-iby  the  plan. upon  which  the  ele£iions  would  be  1 

made.    It  has  often  been  a  queftkm,  both  within  and  without 
tbefe  walk,  how  far  reprefcntativcs  ought  to  be  bound  by  the 
Jnftruftions  of  their  cnnftituents.     It  is  a  queftionupon  which 
my  mind  is  not  altogetlier  made  up,  thoudi  1  own  I  lean  to 
the  opink)n,  mat  having  to  legislate  for  the  Empire,  they  ought 
not  to  be  altogether  guided  by  inftrucStions  that  may  be  dic- 
tated by  local  intercus.     1  cannot,  however,  approve  of  the 
Tery  ungracious  manner  in  which  I  fomctimes  hear  expref* 
fions  of  contempt   fof  the  opinion  of  conftituents;  they  are 
sil'20de  with  a  very  had  grace  in  the  firft  fefCon  of  a  fepteniiial 
Parltanienty  particularly  if  tliey  (hould  come  from  individuals, 
who  in  the  concluding  feffion  of  a  former  Parliament,  did  not 
fcruple  to  court  the  favour  of  the  very  fame  conftituents,  by 
^claring  that  they  voted  againft  their  conference,  in  compli- 
ance with  their  delire,  as  was  the  cafe  of  an  honourable  Aldec^ 
of'the  city  of  London.     But,  Sir,  there  is  one  clafs  ofconftw 
.toents  whofe  inftrudions  it  is  conGdered  as  the  implicit,  duty 
of  members  to  obey.      When   Gentlemen   reprefent  popu- 
lous towns  and  cities,  then    it  is  difputable  whether  they 
eoglittoobey  their  voice,  or  follow  the  didates  of  their  owa 
oonicienee;  but  if  they  happen  to  reprefent  a  noble  Lord,  or 
a  noble  Duke,  then  it  becomes  no  longer  a  queftion  of  doubt ; 
he  is  not  confidercd  as  a  man  of  honour  who  does  not  im-> 
plicitly  obey  the  orders  of  his  Tingle  condituent.    He  is  to  have 
no  confcience,  no  liberty,  no  difcretion  of  his  own ;  he  is  fent 
here  by  my  Lord  this,  or  the  Duke  of  that,  and  if  he  does  not 
obey  the  inftrudions  that  he  receives,  he  is  not  to  be  confidered 
as  a  man  of  honour  and  a  gentleman  ;  fuch  is   the  mode  of 
leafoning  that  prevails  in  tliis  Houfe ;  is  this  fair  ?  Is  there  anv 
reciprocity  in  this  condudl  ?  Is  a  Gentleman  to  be  permitted^ 
without  diihonour,  to  a£t  in  oppofition  to  thefentiniLnts  of  the 
dty  of  London,  of  the  city  of  Weftminfter,  or  of  Briftol ; 
hut  if  he  dares  to  difagree  with  the  Duke,  or  Lord,  or  Baronet, 
whofe  repKfentative  he  is,  that  he  mud  be  confidered  as  unfit 
for  the  iociety  of  men  of  honour  ^  This,  Sir,'  is  the  chicane 
and  tyranny  of  corruption,  and  this,  at  the  fame  time,  is  called 
Vol.  III.  1797.  'a  T  repre- 
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reprefentation.  In  a  very  great  degree  the  county  membevf 
are  hekl  in  the  fame  fort  of  thr&ldom ;  a  number  of  peem 
poflefs  an  over- weaning  mtdreft  in  the  country,  and  a  Gentle* 
man  is  no  longer  permitted  to  hold  hie  fituation  than  as  he 
tk&$  agreeably  to  the  dt^tes  of  thofe  powerful  families.  Let 
us  fee  how  the  whole  of  this  ftream  of  corruption  has  bc«n  d**» 
verted  from  the  fide  of  the  people  to  that  of  the  Crown,  with 
what  a  confianty  perfevering  art,  every  man  who  is  poileffed 
of  influence  in  counties,  corporations,  or  boroughs,  that  will 
yield  to  the  felicitations  of  the  court,  is  drawn  otcr  to  that 
phalanx  which  is  oppofed  to  the  (mall  remnant  of  pcpuhr 
cledlion^  I  have  looked,  Sir,  to  the  machinations  of  the  pre* 
Tent  Minifter  in  that  way,  and  I  find  that,  including  the  num* 
berof  addition^  titles^  the  right  honourable  Gentleman  hai 
made  no  fewer  than  one  hundred  and.  fifreen  peers  in  the 
rourfe  of  his  adminidration  ;  that  is  to  fay,  he  has  beftofr^d 
no  fewer  than  one  hundred  and  fifteen  titles,  including  nMr 
•creations  and  elevations  from  one  rank  to  another ;  how  many 
of  thefe  are  to  he  afcrihed  to  national  (ertices,  and  how  many 
to  Parliamentary  intereft,  I  leave  the  Houfe  to  enquire.  The 
.country  is  not  blind  to  the  arts  of  influence,  and  it  isimpoffibk  ^ 
tbatwe  can  expe£l  them  to  continue  to  indure  them.  ArtoUe 
Lord  has  quoted  a  mofl  able  book  on  the  fuhjeft  of  the  French 
Revolution,  the  work  x)f  my  very  worthy  and  learned  fnem] 
.  -Mr.  Mackintofh,  and  iTejoiceto  fee  that  Gentlemen  begin  no^ 
to  acknowledge  the  merits  of  that  eminent  writer,  and  thatthe 
impreffion  that  It  made  upon  me  at  the  time,  is  now  feitand/at5- 
know ledged  even  by  thofe  perfons  who  difputcd  its  authority. 
The  noWc  Loid  (Hawkefbury)  lias  quoted  Mr.  Mackint6fli^ 
book  on  Account  of  the  obfervation  whkh  he  ftated  on  the  meiK 
tion  which  he  makes  of  the  French  cfedions;  he  th6trghrthat 
their  plan  would  lead  to  the  evil  of  univerfal  fuffragc;  I  have 
n6t  forgot  the  farcafms  that  were  flung  out  on  my  approbation 
of  this  celebrated  work;  that  I  was  told  6f  **  my  new  library, 
ftuflFed  with  thejargonof  the  Rights  of  Man  ;"  it  at  this  time 
appears,  however,  that  I  did  not  greatly  over-rate  this  perfbrm- 
tince,  and  they  now  quote  Mr.  Mackintoih  as  an  authority, 
*who  before  treated  hinv  with  fplenetic  fcorn.  My  irltimacy 
'with  that  learned  Gentleman  has  not  diminiflied,  but  in- 
creafed  my  admiration  of  his  talents ;  and  I  can  now  with 
truth  affirm,  that  he  pofiefles  as  vigorous  an  intelleA,  as  anry 
;man  in  this  or  any  other  country.  Sir,  with  all  my  finccit:: 
.admiration  of  this  book,  I  think  the  weakeft  and  .  moft 
6bjeAionable  paflTage  in  it,  is  that  which  the  nbble  Xord 
has  quoted ;  I  think  it  is  tliat  which  die  learned  author 
would  himfelf  be  the  moft  dclirous  ooconeA.    WitlKiut  de« 
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fceiuiing  to  minute  and  equivocal  tlieoriest  and  without  en- 
quiring further  into  the  Rights  of  Man  than  what  is  neceflary 
to  our  purpofe,  there  is  one  poficion  in  which  we  Iliall  all  agree^ 
that  man  has  the  right  to  be  well  governed.  Now  it  is  obvious, 
that  no  people  can  be  fatisfied  with  a  Government  from  the 
conftituent  parts  of  which  they  are  excluded-  \\  hen  we  look 
to  the  kingdom  of  Scotland,  we  fee  a  (late  of  reprelentatlon  (o 
mouftrous  and  abfurd,  fo  ridiculous  and  revolting,  that  it  is 
good  for  nothing  excepts  perhaps  to  be  placed  by  the  fide  of 
the  Englifh,  in  order  to  (cl  off  our  deftrudiive  fyftem,  by  the 
comparifon  of  one  ft  ill  more  defe£tive  ;  in  Scotland  there  is  ix> 
ihadoweven  of  reprefentation,  there  is  neither  a  reprefcnta- 
tion  of  property  tor  the  counties,  nor  of  population  for  the 
towns.  It  is  not  what  we  underftand  in  England  by  free- 
holders that  ele£l  in  the  counties,  the  right  is  vcfted  in  what 
is  called  th^  fuperiorities,  and  it  might  fo  liappen  that  all  the 
^nembers  for  the  counties  of  Scotland  might  come  here  with- 
out having  the  vote  of  a  (ingle  perfon  who  had  a  foot  of  pro- 
perty in  the  land.  This  is  an  extreme  cafe,  but  it  is  within 
the  limits  of  their  fyftem.  In  the  boroughs  their  Magiftrates 
are  felf-elc6lcd,  and  therefore  the  members  have  nothing  to 
do  with  the  population  of  the  towns. 

Now,  Sir,  having  (hewn  this  to  be  the  (late  of  the  country, 
and  the  ftateof  our  reprefentation,  I  afk  you  what  remedy  there 
can  be  other  than  reform  ?  What  can  we  expefl^  as  the  nc- 
ceSary  refult  of  a  fyftem  fo  defeftive  and  vicious  in  all  its 
parts,  but  increafed  and  increafinp;  calamities,  until  we  (hall 
be  driven  to  a  convulfion  that  would  overthrow  every  thing. 
If  wc  do  not  apply  this  remedy  in  time,  our  fate  is  inevitable. 
Our  moft  illuftrious  patriots,  and  the  men  whofe  memories  are 
the  deareft  to  Engli(hmen,  have  long  ago  pointed  out  to  us 
Parliamentary  reform  as  the  only  meansofrcdreflSng  national 
grievance.  I  need  not  inform  you,  tliat  Sir  George  ^avile  was 
its  moft  ftrenuous  advocate ;  I  need  not  tell  you,  that  the 
▼enerable  and  illuftrious  Camden  was  through  life  a  fteady 
adviferof  feafonable  refijrm  ;  nay,  Sir,  to  a  certain  degree  we 
have  the  authority  of  Mr.  Burke  himfelf  for  the  propriety  of 
correding  the  abufes  of  our  fyftem  ;  for  Gentlemen  will  re- 
member the  memorable  anfwer  that,  he  gave  to  the  argument 
that  was  ufed  for  our  right  of  taxing  America,  on  the  fcorc  of 
their  being  virtually  rcprefented  ;  and  that  they  were  in  the 
fame  (ituation  as  Manchefter,  Birmingham,  and  Sheffield. 
"  What,"  (aid  Mr.  Burke,  **  when  the  people  of  America 
Jook  up  to  you  with  the  eyes  of  filial  love  and  afFedion,  will 
,jou  turn  to  them  the  (hameful  parts  of  the  conftitution  ?" 
^''ith,  then,  the  concurring  teftimony  of  fo  many  authorities 
.dh  ,  2Ta  for 
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for  correding  bur  abufcs,  why  do  we  hcfitate  ?  Can  we  do  anjr 
harm  by  experiment;  Can  we  poffibiy  put  ourfelves  intda 
worfe  condition  than  wc  are  ?  What  advantages  we  (hall  gain 
I  know  not;  I  think  we  fhali  gnin  many  ;  I  think  wc  fhall 
gain  at  leaft  the  chance  of  warding  off  the  evil  of  confiifion, 
growing  out  of  accumulated  difcontent ;  I  think  that  wc 
(hall  fave  ourfelves  from  the  evil  that  has  fallen  upon  Ire- 
land;  I  think  that 'we  (hall  fatisfy  the  moderate,  and  take 
even  from  the  violent,  if  any  fuch  there  be,  the  power  of  en- 
creafing  their  numbers,  and  of  making  converts  to  their 
fchemes.  This,  Sir,  is  my  folemn  upinion,  and  upon  this 
ground  it  is  that  I  recommend  with  carnednefs  and  folicitude 
the  propofition  of  my  hon.  Frieud. 

And  now,  Sir,  before  I  fit  down,  allow  me  to  make  a 
fmglc  obfervation  with  refped  to  the  charader  and  condnd: 
of  thofe  who  have,  in  conjunftion  with  myfelf,  felt  it  to  be 
their  duty  to  oppofe  the  progrefs  of  this  difaftrous  war.  I 
Kear  it  (aid,  "  you  do  nothing  but  mifchief  when  you  are 
here,  and  yet  we  (hould  be  forry  to  fee  you  away."  I  do 
not  know  how  we  (hall  be  able  to  fatisfy  the  gentlemen  who 
feel  towards  us  in  this  way  ;  if  wc  can  neither  do  our  duty 
without  mifchief,  nor  pleafe  them  by  doing  nothing.  I  know 
but  of  one  way  by  which  we  can  give  them  content,  and  that 
is  by  putting  an  end  to  our  exiftcnce.  With  refpedl  to  my- 
felf, and  I  believe  I  can  alfo  fpeak  for  others,  I  do  not  feel  it 
to  be  confiftcnt  with  my  duty  totally  to  fecede  from  this 
Houfe.  I  have  no  fuch  intention  ;  but,  Sir,  I  have  no  hefi- 
tation  in  faying,  that  after  feeing  thecondud  of  this  Houfe, 
after  feeing  them  give  to  Minifters  their  confidence  and  fup- 
port,  after  convifted  failure,  impofition,  and  incapacity ; 
after  feeing  them  deaf  and  blind  to  the  confequences  of  a 
career  that  penetrates  the  hearts  of  all  other  men  with  alarm, 
and  that  neither  reafon,  experience,  nor  (Juty  are  fufficiently 
powerful  to  influence  them  to  oppofe  the  career  of  Govern- 
iQent,  I  certainly  do  think  that  I  may  devote  more  of  my 
time  to  my  private  purfuits,  and  to  the  retirement  which  I 
love,  than  1  have  hitherto  done ;  I  certainly  think  that  I 
need  not  devote  fo  much  of  it  to  fruitlefs  exertions  and  to  idle 
.talk  in  this  Houfe  ;  whenever  it  (hall  appear  that  my  efforts 
^nay  contribute  in  any  degree  to  reftore  us  to  the  (ituation 
from  which  the  confidence  of  this  Houfe  in  a  defperate  fyf- 
tem,  and  an  incapable  adminiflration,  has  fo  fuddenly  re- 
duced us  I  (hall  be  found  ready  to  difcharge  my  duly.  Sir, 
I  have  done  j  1  have  given  my  advice.  I  propofe  the  remedy, 

and 
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and  fital  wilF  it  be  for  England  if  pride  and  prejudice  ftiall 
imich  longer  continue  to^cppofcit. — The  remedy  which' is 
propofei  is  fimple,  cafy  and  pra£Hcable ;  it  does  not  touch 
the  vitals  of  the  Conftitution  ;  and  I  fmcerely  believe  that  k 
will  reftore  us  to  ftrength  and  Harmony.  Do  yon  think  that 
you  mud  not  come  to  a  Parliamentary  reform  foon,  and  is  it 
not  better  ta  come  to  it  now  when  you  have  the  power  of  de- 
liberation)  than  when  perhaps  it  maybe  ejctorted  from  you 
by  convulfion  ?  There  is  as  yet  time  to  frame  it  with  free- 
dom and  dlfcuflion ;  it  will  even  yet  go  to  the  people  with 
the  gface  and  favour  of  a  Tpontaneous  aft.  What  will  it  be 
when  it  is  extoMed  from  you  with  indignation  and  viclence? 
God  forbid  that  this  fliould  be  the  cafe,  but  now  is  the  mo- 
ment to  prevent  it ;  and  now  I  fay  wifdom  and  policy  re- 
commend it  to  you,  when  you  may  enter  into  all  the  con- 
fiderations  to  which  it  leads,  rather  than  to  poftpone  it  to  a 
time  when  you  will  have  nothing  to  confider  but  the  number 
and  force  of  thofe  who  demand  it.  It  is  aflced,  whether 
liberty  has  not  gained  much  of  late  years,  and  whether  the 
popular  branch  ought  not  therefore  to  be  content  ?  To  this  I 
anfwer,  that  if  liberty  has  gained  much,  power  has  gained 
more.  Power  has  been  indefatigable  and  unwearied  in  its  en- 
croachments ;  everything  has  run  in  that  diredion  through  the 
whole  courfe  of  the  prefent  reign.  This  was  the  opinion  of  Sir 
George  Savile,  of  the  Marquis  of  Rockingham,  and  of  all  the 
virtuous  men  who  in  their  public  live^  proved  themfelyes  to  be 
advocates  for  the  rights  of  the  people.  They  faw  and  de- 
plored the  tendency  of  the  Court ;  they  faw  that  there  was 
a  determined  fpirit  in  the  fecret  advifers  of  the  Crown  to 
advance  its  power,  and  to  encourage  no  adminiftration 
that  (hould  not  bend  itfelf  to  that  purfuit,  accordingly 
through  the  whole  reign  no  adminiftration  who  cheriflied 
notions  of  a  different  kind  has  been  permitted  to  laft,  and 
nothing,  therefore,  or  next  to  nothing,  has  been  gained  to 
the  fide  of  the  people^  but  every  thing  to  the  Crown  in  the 
courfe  of  the  reign-  During  the  whole  of  this  period  we 
have  had  no  more  than  three  admi nitrations,  one  for  twelve 
^lontbs,  one  for  nine,  and  one  for  three  months,  that  a£led 
upon  the  popular  principles  of  the  early  part  of  this  cea- 
tury;  nothing,  therefore,  I  fay,  has  been  gained  to  the 
people,  while  the  conftant  current  has  run  towards  the 
Crown,  and  God  knows  what  is  to  be  the  confcqnence,  both. 
%9  the  Crown  and  country. 

I  believe 
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i  believe  that  we  are  come  to  the  laft  noment  of  poffiUc  r»- 
OKdy.  I  believe  that  at  thi&  mooient  tlie  enemies  of  both  are 
'lew,  but  I  firmly  believe  that  what  has  been  feen  in  Ireland, 
wilt  be  experienced  alfo  here^  and  thatif  we  are  to  go  on  in  the 
fame  career  with  Convention  Bills  and  at^s  of  exafjperation  of 
,aU  kinds^  that  the  few  will  foon  become  the  many,  and  that  we 
ihall  have  to  pay  a  fevcrc  retribution  for  our  prefent  pride.  What 
a  noble  Lord  faid  fome  time  ago  of  France^  may  be  applicable 
to  this  very  fubje6l,  "  What,"  faid  he,  •*  negociate  with 
**  !France  ?  With  men  whofe  hands  arc  reeking  with  the  blood 
**  of  their  Sovereign  ?  What !  (hall  we  degrade  ourfclves  by 
**  going  to  Paris,  and  there  aiking  in  humble,  diplomatic  Ian- 
•*  guage,  to  be  on  a  good  underftanding  with  them  ?**  Gentle- 
men would  remember  thefe  lofty  words,  and  yet  we  had  come 
to  this  humiliation,  we  had  negociated  with  France,  and  I  (hould 
not  be  furprifed  to  fee  the  noble  Lord  himfelf  (Hawkcftmry) 
going  to  Paris,  not  at  the  head  of  his  regiment,  but  on  a  diplo- 
matic commiflion  to  thofe  very  regicides  to  pray  to  be  upon  a 
^ood  underftanding  with  tliem.  Shall  we  then  oe  blind  to  the 
leflbns  which  the  events  of  the  world  exhibit  to  our  vi«w ; 
pride,  obftinacy  and  infult,  muft  end  in  conceffions,  and  thofe 
conceflions  muft  be  hnmble  in  proportibn  to  our  unbecoming 
pride  ?  Now  is  the>  moment  to  prevent  all  thefe  degradations, 
the  Monarchy,  the  Ariftocracy,'  the  Pec^le  themfelves  may 
now  be  faved,  it  is  only  neccflary  at  this  moment  to  conquer  our 
own  paflions.  Let  thofe  Minifters  whofe  evil  genius  has  brought 
us  to  our  prefent  condition  retire  from  the  poft  to  which  they 
are  unequal,  and  with  an  earneft  defire  of  recovering  the  coun- 
try, purfue  this  moderate  fcheme  of  Reform,  under  the  au- 
fpices  of  men  who  are  likely  to  conciliate  the  opinion  of  the 
People.  I  do  not  fpeak  this.  Sir,  from  perfonal  ambitfon,  it  is 
dead  in  me ;  I  have  no  defire,  no  wifli,  of  making  a  part  of  any 
fuch  Adminiftration,  my  firft  and  chief  defire  is  to  fee  this  great 
end  accomplrftied ;  I  have  no  defire  to  be  the  perfon,  or  to  be 
one  of  the  pcrfons,  to  do  it ;  though  my  wifli  is  for  retirement, 
I  (ball  always  be  ready  lo  give  my  free  and  firm  fupport  to  any 
Adminiftration  that  (hall  reftorc  to  the  country  its  outraged 
rights,  and  re-eftabliftx  its  ftrength  upon  the  bafis  of  free  Re- 
prcfentation,  and  therefore,  Sir,  I  fhall  certainly  give  my  vote 
for  the  propofition  of  my  honourable  Friend. 

Sir  PFi/Iiam  Dolben  approved  of  the  motion  for  a  Reform. 
At  length  the  queftion  was  called  for,  and  the  Houfe  divided, 
j^yes  (For  the  Queftion)  —  gi 
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Ufi  of  the  Mtmhtrs  'who  ^voied  in  favour  of  Mr*  Greft  ftnftfUUkfic -^ 

Reform  in  the  Commons  Houfi  of  Parliament.  ^ 
Thoznu  Anfon^  Efq. 
Sir  John  Aubrey,  Bart. 
Wo.  Baker,  Efq. 

Sir  Charlci  Warwic  BamfyMe,  BarT. 
Geo.  Barclay,  Efq. 
John  Baring,  Erq, 
John  PoIlMfen  Baftard,  Efq. 
Charles  Geo.  Beauclerk,*Ef(i. 
Robert  Biddalph,  Efq. 
Wm.  Wilberfbrce  Bird,  Efq. 
Hon.  Edward  Bouverie, 
Jamct  Biogdcn,  Efq. 
Jofeph  Randyll  Bvrch,  Efq. 
Sir  Francis  Btftdett*  Bart. 
Geoi^e  Byng»  £fq. 
I>ord  George  A.  Henry  drendifh, 
Thomat  Wm.  Coke,  Efq. 
Bdward  Coke,  Efq. 
Edward  Clarke,  E<q. 
HVm.Colqhoun,  Efq'. 
Harvey  Chriftian  Combe,  Efq. 
Sir  Lionel  Copley,  Bart 
John  Courtenay,  Efq.' 
John  Crewe,  Efq. 
John  Chriftian  Curwen,  Efq. 
Sir  Charles  Daven,  Bart. 
William  Jofeph  Denlfon,  Ef^i^ 
BaroD  Dimfdale, 
Sir  Wm.  Dolben,  Bt. 
Charles  Dundas,  Efq. 
Hon.  Laurence  Dundas/ 
Hon.  Thomas  Erfkioe, 
Geoeral  Tiexpatrick, 
Sir  Henry  Fletcher,  Bart 
Sir  Martin  Browne  Folkes,  Bart    • 
Ri^t  Hon.  Charles  James  Fox, 
Jaaet  Greene,  Efq. 
Charles  Grey,  Efq. 
James  Hare,  Elq. 
John  Hairiioo^Efq. 
Sir  Gilbert  Heathcote,  Bart 
Sir  Richard  Hill,  Bart. 


Liuhfield 
Aldeborough 
Hertfordihire,  County 
Exeter 
Bridport 
Exeter 

Devonfliire,  County 
Richmond 

Herefordfl&ire^  County 
Coventry 
Northampton 
Launceflon 
Thetford 
Boroughbridge 
Middlefex,  County 
Derbylhire,  County 
Norfolk^  County 
Derby 

Wootton  Bailee 
Bcdfoi^ 
London,  City 
Tregony 
Appleby 

Cheihire,X7otinty 
Carlifle 

St.  Edmondibury 
Camelford 
Hertford 

Oxford,  Unirerlity 
^Berkfliire,  County 
Richmond 
Portfmottth 
Taviftock 

Cumberland,  County 
King's  Lynn 
Wcflmlnftcr 
Arundel 

Northumberland,  County 
Knare(borough 
Thetford 

Lincoln(htre,  County 
Shropfiure,  County 


Benjamin 
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Bkojamin  Hobfaovfe,  Efq.^  . 
Henry  Howard,  £f<^ 
Wm.  Huflcy,  Efii; 


Kathaniel  Jeflferys,  Efq, 
JofephJckyll,Efq. 
Jcrvoifc  Clerkc  Jcrvoifc,  Efq. 
Richard  Payne  Knight,  Efq. 
Sir  Wm.  Lemon,  Barc^ 
John  Lemon,  Efq. 
Ralph  Milbanke,  Efq. 
Sir  Wm.  M.  MUoer^  Bart. 
John  NichoUs,  Efq. 
Dudley  North,  Efq. 
Wn^.  Northcy,  Efq. 
John  George  Phillips,  Efq. 
Henry  Pcirfe,  Efq. 
Wm.  Plumer,  Efq. 
George  Auguftus  Polleoj  Efq. 
Hon.  John  Rawdon, 
Hon.  George  Rawdon, 
Jofeph  Richardfon,  Efq. 
Richard  Bateman  Robfon^  Efq. 
Lord  John  Raflell, 
Lord  Wm.  RulTell, 
Hon.  St.  Andrew  St.  John, 
Richard  Brinfley  Sheridan,,  Efq. 
George  Shum,  Efq» 
Wm.  Smith,  Efq. 
Lord  Robert  Spencer, 
Lord  Stanley^ 
John  Stein,  Efq. 
Charles  Sturt,  Efq. 
Michael  AngeloTaylory  Efq. 
Henry  Thornton,  Efq. 
George  Tiemcy,  Efq. 
,     Lord  John  Townihend, 
John  Trevanion,  Efq. 
Hon.  John  Tufton, 
Hon.  Henry  Tufcon, 
Sir  Charles  Turner,  Bt. 
George  Vanfittart,  Efq. 
Robert  Vynefi  jun.  Efq. 


Blechingly. 

Gloucefter 
New  Sarum 
Coventry 
Calne 
Yarmouth 
Ludlow 

Cornwall^  County 
Truro 

Durham,  County 
York 
Tregony 
Banbury 

Newport  ' 

Carmarthen 
Northallerton^    ^ 
Hertfordihire,  County 
Leominfter 
LaunceftoQ 
Lincoln 
Newport 
Oakhampton 
Taviftock 
Surrey,  County  . 
Bedford(hire,  County 
Stafford 
HonitOQ 
Sudbury 
Waieham 
Prefton 
Blcchingly 
Bridport 
Aldcborough 
Southwark 
Soothwark 
Knarefborough 
DoTcr 
Appleby 
RocheAer 

Kingfton  upon  Hull 
Serkihire,  County 
Lincolnibire 


Hog^ 
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Ron.  George  Walpde, 

Derby 

James  Walwyn,  Efq. 

Hereford 

Charles  CalHs  Weftem,  Elq. 

Maiden 

Samuel  Whitbread,  Efq. 

Bedford 

Eamund  Wigley,  Efq. 

Worccftcr 

Waker  Wilkins,  Efq. 

Radnorfliire,  County 

Sir  Thomas  Willtamg,  Bt. 

Marlow 

Owen  Williams,  Efq. 

Mirlow 

Richard  Wilfon,  Efq. 

BarniVapl^ 

- 

TELLSXI. 

Richard  Brinfley  Sheridan,  Efq. 

Stafford 

Wm.  Smith,  Efq. 

Sudbury. 

HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 
TutSDAY,  May  30. 

The  Duke  of  Bedford  rofe  to  make  his  promifed  n^otion, 
and  fpoke  in  fubftance  as  follows : 

My  Lords,  I  have  twice  given  notice  of  the  motion,  to  hear 
which  your  LordOiips  are  fummonedy  at  firft  I  did  it  briefly, 
and  waited  from  day  to  day  for  the  prefencc  of  his  Majefty's 
Minifters  to  ftate  more  fiilly  the  in^mediate  objedl  of  it, 
which  I  did  laft  Friday,  but  as  his  Majefly's  Minifters  were 
abfent,  it  may  not  be  amifs  for  me  now  to  repeat  that  I  flated 
that  my  objeft  was  to  call  your  Lordftips  attention  to  the 
fituation  of  the  country,  fo  move  an  addrefs  to  his  M ajefty 
on  that  iituation,  and  fuggefl  fuch  meafures  as  appeared  to 
me  moft  likely  to  improve  and  amend  it  with  my  reafons 
for  the  fame;  I  proceed  ITow  therefore  to  the  difcharge  of 
that  tafk,  which  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  undertake,  when 
I  firft  moved  that  your  Lordfhips  be  fummoned  for  this  day. 

After  the  repeated  experience  which  I  have  had  of  the 
failure  of  every  propofition  from  this  fide  of  the  Houfe,  and 
the  fate  which  has  attended  the  dilferent  motions  which  the 
ftate  of  public  affairs  has  induced  me  to  bring  forward,  it 
may  perhaps  appear  furprifing  that  I  ftiould  again  obtrude 
myfelf  upon  your  Lordfhips  with  another  attempt  of  a  fimilar 
nature.  Difappointed,  however,  as  I  have  been  upon  former 
occafiops,  the  circumftances  in  which  the  country  is  placed, 
call  for  every  cxerticn  for  its  falvation,  which  prefents  the 
ilighteft  hopes  of  fuccefs.  I  therefore  feel  myfelf  compelled 
once  more  to  dire£t  the  attention  of  your  Lordlhips  to  the 
momentous  ftate- of  public  affairs  \  to  call  upon  you  to  take 
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into  your  confideration  the  caufbs  and  the  confequences  of 
that  fituationy  and  as  a  duty  incumbent  upnn  you,  pronounce 
that  opinion  whieh  fuch  a  review  will  lead  you  to  form.  No 
inan  wi  1  attempt  to  deny  the  great  and  unexampled  extent 
of  our  calamities.  In  defcribing  the  caufes  by  which  this  (late 
of  calamity  and  of  danger  has  been  produced,  it  will  fall  to 
my  lot  to  animadvert  feverely  upon  the  cOndu£t  of  Minifters. 
In  tracing  the  pidure  of  our  fituation  for  the  laft  four  years, 
the  period  to  which  I  intend  to  limit  my  obfcrvations,  there 
can  be  little  nev  to  which  to  call  your  attention  upon  a  fub- 
jed  fo  often  difcufled.  It  is  a  beaten  track,  my  Lords, 
which,  as  we  travel  over  it,  affords  no  cheering  profpeA  to 
encourage  you  to  proceed  and  indeed  prefents  little  variety  to 
the  view,  except  fome  new  calamity,  and  fome  fre(h  misfor- 
tune. But  we  ought  not  to  be  deterred  by  this  difagreeable 
profpefil  from  the  difcharge  of  our  duty,  unlefs  we  are  con- 
tent to  lie  down  in  defpair,  and  paflively  to  await  the  fate  by 
which  we  are  threatened.  It  is  our  duty  to  exert  ourfelves 
to  remove  the  caufes  of  thofe  calamities  which  we  fufFer,  and 
to  avert  thofe  dangers  which  we  apprehend. — I  am  fenfible 
that  in  the  confiderations  which  I  (hall  lay  before  you,  any 
digrefllon  were  an  improper  abufe  of  your  indulgence ;  that, 
to  wafte  much  of  your  time  in  pre(nng  the  inferences  which 
the  fubjcft  oiFers  would  be  idle  and^unnecelFary.  The  fads 
themfelves,  which  I  lay  before  you,  fpeak  fo  (Irongly  that 
any  argument  would  only  weaken  the  impreflion  which  they 
are  calculated  to  produce.  The  war  then  is  the  firft  point  to 
which  I  (hall  call  the  attention  of  your  Lord(hips  as  the  great 
fource  of  our  prefent  calamities.  However  men  may  differ 
as  to  the  origin  or  the  ncceflity  rf  the  war,  none  will  deny 
that  to  this  caufe  much  of  our  misfortunes  is  to  be  afcribed. 
Within  thofe  walls  this  war  has  been  called  juft  and  necclTary, 
a  war  into  which  we  v/erc  forced  by  the  aggreffion  of  the  ene- 
my, and  to  proteft  our  allies  the  Dutch.  Were  I  to  repeat 
to  yoii  the  caufes  which  have  been  dated,  and  the  at^uments^ 
employed  by  Minrfters  to  juftify  the  war,  I  (hould  not  re-* 
mind  you  of  what  you  have  forgotten,  but  tire  you  with  the 
repetition  of  what  you  too  well  know.  Without  thefe  w^alk, 
however,  the  fupporters  of  Minifters  avowed  that  the  objed 
of  the  war  was  \b  deftroy  the  French  Republic,  and  to  re- 
cftablifh  the  Monarchical  Government.  I  do  not  fay  that, 
within  thefe  walls,  this  objeft  Was  fo  explicitly  held  forth  ; 
but  the  argumei^ts  and  the  reafonings  of  Minifters  pointed 
•ut  that  inference  to  their  adherents.     It  has  been  faid  then 
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that  this  was  a  war  for  the  prefervatjon  of  law,  religion^ 
and  morality^  in  defence  of  every  thing  dear  to  us,  for  our 
liberty,  for  our  Conftitution,  for  our  property.  What  is 
the  (late  of  property  now  ?  Has  it  been  ameliorated  by  the 
war  which  profeiTed  to  be  undertaken  for  its  fecurity  ?  Will 
any  man  now  fay  that  it  has  been  faved  ?  What  are  the 
benefits  which  we  have  derived  from  the  war?  It  you  wi(h 
to  dedroy  the  Republican  Government,  confider  the  fituatioa 
in  which  it  now  Aands,  and  the  circumftances  in  which  you 
are  placed.  If  you  went  to  war  upon  that  principle,  why 
do  you  not  perfevere  upon  the  fame  ground,  or  have  Mi-r 
nifters  only  abandoned  the  caufe  for  which  they  originally 
contended,  becaufe  they  find  that  it  cannot  be  attained  ?  In** 
ftead  of  attempting  to  controul  mens  minds,  a  wife  and  prU'* 
dent  Government  would  have  endeavoured  to  unite  them. 
While  you  embarked  in  a  conteft  to  defend  your  laws  againft 
a  foreign  enemy,  perhaps  it  would  have  been  as  well  to  fecure 
them  againft  an  adminiftration  at  home.  Are  your  laws  ame- 
liorated by  the  war  ?  On  the  contrary,  haVe  not  the  beft  and 
deareft  privileges  of  the  law  been  fufpended  ?  Have  not  laws 
beeA  made  againft  that  very  liberty  which  you  went  to  war ' 
to  defend?  It  was  fald  that  this  country  went  to  war  for  the 
prefervation  of  religion  ;  did  you  expe£t  to  defend  the  altar 
by  furrounding  it  with  feas  of  blood,  or  to  fecure  it  from 
violation,  by  piling ,  round  it  the  xarcafes  of  the  dead  ?  Is  it 
the  way  to  defend  religion  to  facrifice  man  after  man  till 
fuch  numbers  were  loft  as  this  depopulating  conteft  has  de^ 
ftroyed?    We  have  been  told  that  we  were  fighting  in  fup- 

J^ort  of  morality ;  has  this  war  then  produced  many  examples 
iavourable  to  morality  ?  Has  the  conduft  of  the  King  of 
Pniflia  furnifhed  examples  of  morality  ?  Do  you  find  it  in 
the  dungeons  of  .Olmutz  ?  or  do  you  difcover  it  in  the  con^p 
du£l  of  thofe  petty  tyrants  who  buzzed  about  you  when 
there  was  any  hopes  of  fuccefs,  and  difappeared  when  your 
caufe  became  defperate?  I  fliall  not,  however,  dwell  upon 
the  beginning  of  the  war,  or  thq  conduct  of  Minifters  in  th^ 
.  courfe  of  it.  If  we  look  to  the  paft,  we  have  much  to  re- 
gret ;  if  we  look  to  the  future  we  have  much  to  fear.  I 
we  look  at  the  attempts  which  have  b^en  made  to  nego- 
ciate,  we  (hall  he  able  to  judge  of  the  hppes  of  Peace 
under  the  aufpices  of  thofe  who  are  entnifted  with  the 
yidminiftration  of  public  aiTairs.  i^o\  to  dwell  upon  the 
J^Sk  attempt  which  was  made  at  Bafle  by  Mr.  Wickham,  cai;i 
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anyone  think  that  the  heft  mode  of  negodation  was  tried,  •or 
that  the  me^ns  moft  likely  to  cnfure  fuccefs  were  employed  ? 
In  all  the  prefent  Minifters  attempts  at  ncgociation,  and  in  th* 
effedis  of  thofc  attempts,  I  fee  nothing  but  prefumption,  mif- 
roanagement,  and  di (grace.  That  the  means  employed  were 
not  the  beft,  I  have  alwavs  thouglit,  and  in  this  opinion  1  have 
been  confirmed  by  the  acknowledgment  even  of  thole  wIk>  lup- 
ported  the  war,  and  who  in  other  refpefls  approved  tht^  mea- 
fnresof  MiniAers.  In  what  1  ftiall  fav  upon  this  point  I  (hail  re- 
fer chiefly  to  that  Negociation  in  whifh  Lord  Malm*!lbury  was 
employed,  the  documents  of  which  arc.  bcfiire  the  Houfe.  I. 
Ihall  entirely  put  out  of  view  tlie  lincerity  of  iJihjficrs  in  this 
attempt,  or  the  fincerity  of  the  French  Govern im^-nt  in  meeting 
the  advances  which  were  made.  I  fhiU  c^rr.M  thr.t  both  par- 
ties were  delirous  of  peace,  provided  it  could  hav\  been  obtain- 
ed upon  their  own  terms.  This  fubjeft  has  been  fo  often  dif- 
cufied  that  I  fhall  not  go  into  it  in  much  detail.  I  hcld'it  clear 
from  the  documents  produced,  that  Minrfters  were  willing  tp 
make  peace,  provided  Bclginra  was  given  up  to  the  E.mperor» 
or  placed  in  fuch  a  iltuation  as  to  be  independent  of  France  ; 
and  that  France  was  willing  to  conclude  a  peace  if  we  had 
agrced.to  cede  Belgium.  That  this  was  the  real  difpofition  of 
both  parties  the  Houfe  will  entertain  little  doubt,  if  they  look 
into  the  papers  upon  the  fubje<St.  When  I  rcfleA  upon  the 
conduft  of  Minifters  upon  this  occafion,  knowing  as  they  muft 
have  done  the  critical  lituation  of  tiic  country,  and  thb  ft  ate  of 
our  refources,  1  confefs  that  I  cannot  feci  much  confidence  in 
the  fuccefs  of  any  attempts  at  negociation  which  they  may  find 
it  neceffary  to  make.  They  vvere  apprifed  of  the  danger  which 
threatened  public  credit ;  they  vvere  able  to  judge  how  far  ii 
was  wife  to  infift  upon  terms  when  they  compared  them  with 
the  means  by  which  they  could  be  enforced.  It  cannot  be  de- 
nied, that  the  reftoration  of  Belgium  was  peremptorily  infiftcd 
upon.  The  friends  of  Minifters  indeed,  contend  that  this  was 
but  the  opening  of  negociation,  that  the  French  flew  oflT,  thalt 
ho  opportunity  was  given  to  remove  obftacles  or  fettle  dif- 
ferences. Upon  this  fubjcS  ^I  muft  refer  to  the  fefts  which 
the  letter  of  Lord  Malmefl^ury  contains.  TheEnglifti  Mi- 
nifter  gave  in  a  memorial  propofing  the  general  reftoi^atibn  to 
the  Emperor  of  all  the  acquifitions  v^hich  the  French  had 
made  at  his  expence.  Upon  this  propofitbn  a  converftitiort  ^- 
fued  between  Lord  Malmefljury  and  Monfieur  Delacroix. 
Lord  Malmeft)ury  opened  the  fubjeft  In  a  matiner  wbteh,  I 
have  always  thought,  did  him  the  higlicft  credit.  He  tdd  the 
*  French 
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French  Minifter  that  t|ie  magnitude  of  the  fubjedi  ought  to 
exclude  finefle ;  that  they  ought  to  fpeak  out  with  freedom  and 
truth.  He  feems  to  fey  that  the  reiloration  of  Belgium  to  tlw 
Emperor  would  be  infifted  upon>  but  defires  a  cantre  projet^ 
bur  he  adds,  tiiat  no  expeSation  Qiouid  be  admitted  that  Bel* 
gium  (hould  be  retained.  Its  ceafmg  to  bebng  to  the  French, 
was  admitted  to  be  d^Jine  qua  non  of  any  centre  projet.  No  man 
then  can  contend,  unlcfs  Lord  Malmefbury  had  a^cd  in  op- 
pofition  to  his  in.ftrudiions,  that  the  Minifters  of  this  country 
had  determined  that  Belgium  fhould  not  remain  a  part  of  the 
French  Republic.  I  would  afk  the  Houfe  then,  ferioufly  to 
confider  the  time  and  the  circumftances  in  which  the  point  was 
fo  obitinately  maintained  ?  After  what  they  muft  have  known. 
of  the  internal  (ituation  of  this  country,  after  tliey  were  ap* 
prifed  of  the  danger  with  which  the  Bank  was  menaced,  I 
would  afk,  if  it  was  wife  to  put  Belgium  in  competition  with 
the  public  credit  of  this  country  ?  1  would  afk,  whether  thofe 
ihort-fighted  Minifters,  who  rilked  the  main  fpring.  of  onr 
profperity*  and  the  de(lru£iion  of  chat  grand  fource  from  which» 
flows  all  our  wealth  and  all  our  greatnefs,  by  infxfting  upon  a. 
demand  which  they  had  no  profpeft  of  ever  being  able  to  en- 
ibrcc,  can  juftify  the  confidence  of  the  Houfe,  or  infpire  hopes 
of  f«<!cefs  from  their  future  exertions?  The  next  point  to 
which  I  would  call  the  attention  of  your  Lordfliips,  is  the  (late 
of  the  Finances.  I  am  not  prepared  to  ftate  from  memory  the 
exadl  atnoont  of  the  debt  which  has  been  incurred  by  the  war ; 
I  am  afraid,  however,  that  the  payment  c^  the  intered  is  but 
jininlily  provided  for  ;  the  annual  amount  of  the  new  taxes  is 
£sven  millions  and  a  half;  but  I  believe  a  very  confiderable  ad-* 
dittonal  fum  will  be  requifite  to  cover  the  whole  expence  tha^ 
has  been  incurred.  Should  tlie  war  continue  two  or  four 
months  longer,  or  if  you  will,  for  the  Whole  of  the  year,  and 
few  will  be  fanguine  enough  to  cxpedl  peace  at  a  much  earlier 
period,  three  millions  noore  mud  be  raifed  to  defray  the  interefl; 
of  the  debt  which  this  war  has  created.  I  (hall  ftate  the 
grounds  upon  which  this  opinion  is  founded :  It  appears  from 
a  report  of  a  Committee  appointed  to  examine  into  the  fubje<^ 
in  the  year  17  90,  or  1791,  that  for  the  average  of  the  five 
years  preceding,  the  peace  eftablifliment  of  this  country  was 
16,850,0001.  including  the  annual  million  for  the  redudlioa 
of  the  national  debt ;  different  circumdanccs  will  at  leaft  m^ke 
an  addition  to  that  peace  eftablifhment  of  500,000!.  the  wholq 
of  the  expences  already  incurred,  and  the  fum  of  which  will 
be  fouml  outftanding  on  the  winding  up  of  the  accounts, 
irhich  I  compute  at  15,000,0001,  the  whole  of  the  new  peace 
^  eftabliihment, 
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cftablifhment,  with  the  additional  2004000L  annually  voted  for 
the  redaftion  of  the  national  debt,  will  amount  to  26,3oo,oooL 
The  permanent  taxes  previous  to  the  war,  were  dated  at 
13,890,000!.  taking  the  taxes  impofed  fince  1793  for  ^^^^  they 
have  been  given,  a  ftatement  which  is  much  too  hijgh  from  the  | 
experience  of  what  they  have  already  produced,  and  ftating 
the  land  and  malt  tax  at  its  ufual  amount,  there  remains  upon 
the  whole  a  deficiency  of  three  millions !  Enormous  as  the 
burdens  already  impofed  upon  the  country  are,  we  have  to  la- 
ment the  additional  burdens  they  muft  yet  undergo.  Ten 
millions  and  a  half  are  required  to  cover  the  intereft  of  the 
debt  which  the  prefent  war  has  created  !  No  one  year  have 
the  People  yet  borne  the  burden  of  more  than  three  millions, 
fo  that  the  dreadful  weight  of  feven  millions  and  a  half  annual 
burden  which  they  have  not  yet  experienced,  muft  be  added  to 
the  preffure  under  which  they  already  groan  !  It  is  a  principle 
of  the  Conftitution  of  this  country,  that  the  People  fhould,  as 
early  as  poiSble,  be  apprifed  of  the  burdens  which  they  muft 
fupport.  The  prefent  Minifter,  in  purfuance  of  this  principle, 
ikfed  to  boaft  as  a  particular  merit,  that  he  faced  the  difBculties 
we  had  to  encounter,  and  never  concealed  the  burdens  which 
we  had  incurred;  but  how  has  he  obferved  that  principle 
which  he  boafted  as  the  rule  of  his  condufl  ?  Upon  this  point 
I  refer  to  the  documents  contained  in  the  reports  of  the  Com- 
mittees before  the  Houfe.  I  fliall  not  go  at  large  into  this 
branch  of  the  fubjefl,  as  upon  a  former  occafion  I  called  the 
attention  of  the  Houfe  to  it  particularly.  There  were  feveral 
points  however,  on  which  I  was  obliged  to  curtail  my  obferva- 
fions,  efpecially  upon  the  correfpondence  between  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  and  the  Bank.  The  conduft  of  the 
Minifter  in  the  whole  courfe  of  thefe  tranfaftions  I  ftated  in 
terms  of  ftrong  difapprobation.  I  ftated  that  it  was  a  tiflTue  of 
fraud,  treachery  and  deceit.  Thefe  are  harfh  epithets,  but 
they  are  juftifled  by  the  evidence  contained  in  the  Report, 
From  the  beginning  of  the  year  1795,  the  Bank  Diredors 
were  frequent  and  earneft  in  their  remonftranccs  to  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer ;  Ihey  reminded  him  of  the  advances 
which  they  had  made  to  Government,  and  his  promifes  of  pay- 
ment ;  they  ftated  the  amount  of  their  advances  on  Treafury 
Bills  to  be  between  two  and  half  and  three  millions.  Thefe 
rcprefentations,  urged  upon  different  occafions,  were  uniform-^ 
ly  anfwered  with  promifes,  that  the  fubje6i  of  complaint  ftiould 
be  remedied,  and  that  the  advances  fhould  be  repaid.  Thefe 
promifes  were  never  performed,  and  «ew  applications  for  freih 
Advances  were  made.     In  anfwer  to  t^e  demand  of  the  Bank, 
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of  the  30th  July  1795,  ^^^  Chr.ncellor  of  the  Exchequer  ftates, 
that  warrants  were  making  cat  at  the  Treafury,  and  that  the 
payments  (hould  immediately  be  made.  What  is  the  confc- 
quence  however  ?  From  the  account  it  appears  that  four 
weeks  elapfed  from  this  period  before  any  payment  was 
made.  On  the  6th  of  Auguft  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer applies  for  an  advance  of  two  millions  and  an  half  on 
the  Confolidated  Fund  ;  he  pretended  the  utmoft  concern  for 
the  welfare  of  the  Bank,  and  exprefled  his  furprife  that  the 
Directors  could  imagine  that  its  intereft  was  a  lefs  object  with 
him  than  with  them.  The  event,  however,  (hewed  the  fm- 
cerity  of  his  expreffion  of  regard  for  the  Bank.  The  Bank 
Directors  again  accede  to  the  demand,  on  the  exprefs  condi- 
tion, however,  that  i,ioo,oool.  (hould  be  paid  on  account  of 
their  advances  upon  Treafury  bills  in  the  month  of  October, 
a  certain  proportion  in  April  following,  and  that  the  amount 
of  Treafury  bills  Ihould  never  exceed  500,0001.  a  regulatipn 
which  (hould  be  adopted  before  November.  All  thefe  condi- 
tions, however,  were  neglected;  theremonftrancesoftheBanlc 
were  defpifed,  and  the  amount  of  their  advances  continued  to 
increafe.  They  warned  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  of 
the  fatal  confequences  of  the  drain  ofcafh  to  the  Emperor, 
and  the  inevitable  ruin  which  would  enfue  from  that  fydem : 
but  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  wab  equally  indifferent 
to  then*  warnings  and  to  their  folicitations ;  he  (lill  conti- 
nued to  procure  advances  upon  renewed  promifes  which  he 
continued  to  break,  and  on  conditions  which  he  never  per- 
formed. In  1796  the  complaints  of  the  Bank  continued 
with  as  little  fuccefs ;  a  (hort  time  prior  to  the  embafTy  of 
Lord  Malmefbury,  the  Bank  made  a  folemn  appeal  to  the 
Cabinet  upon  the  danger  with  which  they  were  threatened; 
the  Minifter  could  not  be  ignorant  of  the  Rate  of  the  country, 
but  it  produced  no  effeA  upon  his  meafures,  and  entered  for 
nothing  into  the  condudl  ot  the  negociation.  The  promifes 
of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  were  broken,  and,  as 
before,  the  Bank  was  deluded  into  new  advances.  If  the 
confideration  of  the  whole  correfpondence  between  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  and  the  Bank,  to  the  moment  wheo 
it  was  compelled  to  ftop  payment,  docs  not  excite  the  in- 
dignation of  the  Houfe,  nothing  which  I  can  add  could 
have  any  influence.  It  has  ever  been  held  as  the  beft  means 
ofpreferving  and  extending  the  public  profperity,  to  face 
our  difficulties  and  to  meet  all  our  expences ;  here,  however, 
the  objed  of  the  Minifter  was,  by  a  chain  of  perfidy  and 

deceit, 
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deceit,  to  difguife  the  amount  of  our  expence,  and  to  con- 
ceal the  real  burdens  of  the  people  ;  money  was  applied  to 
purpofes  different  from  thofe  for  which  it  was  granted,  pro- 
vifion  was  never  made  for  the  fcale  of  expence  which  was 
'employed,  the  Bank  of  England  was  reduced  to  the  fituation 
of  flopping  payment,  and  public  credit  expofed  to  utter  ruin 
to  fupply  an  expenditure  which  Parliament  had  not  fanc- 
tioned,  and  to  fupport  the  mifchievous  fchemes  and  wafteful 
prodigality  of  Mi nifters.  Had  the  real  objeft  of  the  war 
been  fairly  avowed,  or  the  expence  of  it  been  fairly  dated, 
I  am  convinced  that  Peace  would  long  ere  now  have  been 
concluded. 

I  come  next  to  confider  the  internal  fituation  of  the  coun- 
try. The  laws  which  have  been  pafled  on  pretence  of  pre- 
ferving  internal  tranquillity,  will  afford  additional  proof  of 
the  pernicious  fyftem  on  which  Minifters  have  afted ;  laws 
which  1  hold  to  be  difgraceful  to  a  free  Government,  re-, 
pugnant  to  the  Conftitution,  and  inconfiftent  with  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  Revohition ! — 

Lord  Sydney  called  to  order,  and  faid,  that  fuch  Ian- 
•guage  ought  not  to  be  applied  to  laws  which  flood  upon  the 
'ftatute  book. 

The  Duke  of  Bedford  continued.  The  whole  conduA  of 
the  prefent  Adminifiration  has  been  difgraceful  to  the  Con- 
fl;itution,  inconfiflent  with  the  principles  eflabliflied  at  the 
Revolution,  incompatible  with  good  Government  and  with 
the  fupport  of  the  Crown,  which  they  affeft  to  be  fo  anxious 
to  maintain.  But  for  the  moft  flriking  illuftration  of  the 
wretched  policy  of  Minifters,  let  us  look  to  Ireland.  When 
I  fpeak  of  that  country,  I  know  not  in  what  terms  of  repro- 
bation to  exprefs  my  abhorrence  of  the  fyftem  which  Mini- 
fters have  purfucd.  Earl  Fitzwilliam  was  feat  out  as  Lord 
Lieutenant,  as  was  generally  underftood,  upon  the  wife  and 
falutary  plan  of  making  thofe  conceflions  which  would  fatif- 
fy  the  expeftations  of  the  people  of  Ireland ;  he  was  de- 
ceived by  Minifters,  and  facrificed  to  their  old  fyftem.  On 
a  former  occafion,  when  I  ftated  that  Earl  Fitzwilliam  was, 
in  my  opinion,  the  man  beft  calculated  for  fecuring  the 
happinefs  of  that  country,  I  was  accufed  of  throwing  a  re- 
pro:  ch  upon  Lord  Canndcn  ;  from  the  reports  I  have  heard 
of  the  charafter  of  that  noble  Lord,  with  whom  I  am  not 
perfonally  acquainted,  I  am  led  to  entertain  as  high  an  opi-* 
nion  of  his  private  worth  as  I  feel  upon  the  experience  of 
private  friendlhip  for  the  virtue  and  worth  of  his  prede-  • 

ccffor. 
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ctffot.  But  'tlRtV  Flfzvi'ilHafh  writ -oSf  fo  dk'r'ry  ift^*  "J^fSf^- 
^tioh  a  fyft^rt  «cfei*  to  fhe  wifties  oT  I^lfhrfien.  Lord  €atfit!!Ji 
wcfit  but  to  direft  it  f^ftctn  far  difFehfent,  and  avbw«clf)'^h(>fthfe 
to  thote  meafures  ^vhich  the  pebpKf' of  Ireland  ^cre^led^fa 
-expcft,  afid -oh  which  their  hearis  Vvc%  fi^:cd.  '^haf.hscs 
been  the  corifeq'uence  of  that  fyftem  which  Mintfters^cKofe 
toemp'oy?  E?cry  titternpt  to  coerce  "has  only  fpr^ici  rtioffe 
MTidely  thd*  PpMt  of  difcontent  ^  their  blind  perrcver'^ifce-tfi 
'Coercion  has  heightened  difconiem*inio  difaflfcftion,  atiJW- 
dangered'the  ciofintdion  of  the  t^Vo  eonntricV.  Sllc^h'ai•^ilfe 
etkth  Which  were;^YedFacd  frortithi  fyftem  'which  Ml  tiifteft 
*cho(e'*to  put  in  praftlce  at  a  time  when  tile  uiiriofl:  tran^'ttA 
lity"  Was  fold  to'prtvai!.'  Withw^at  jiifKce  that  opiniSn  was 
entertained  the  event  lias  now  rfievvii'.  -  At  home 'We  ha^ 
deeply  to  regret  the  events  which  hive  t^fcen  place  ujidcr  \m 
condud  of  Minifters. ''  Circiim'ftances  h^vt  dccurred  wMcfi 
'never  happened  before.  Thc/firft  H{)pteai*a*ncfe^  of  thtfe  events 
'I  do  not  me^ln  to  ihipute  to  MFhfiltcrs.*  *  I'tiow •allude  io'if^k 
dtfturbandes  which  have  lately  taken  ^lade  in  the  n:ivy.'  i 
am  firmly^  cortvinced  that  we  cannot  dtfchhrge  our  duty  if  iv6 
'withhold  froln  fpeakjng  any  longer,  andihat  fildnce.  w'oul^ 
be  an  addttionaliiiifchief.  I  am  aware  that  ihe  fubjccl  is  it 
delicate  one,  brit  its  importance  forces  itfelf  bh  our  attend 
tion.  While  I  tntertained  the  hope  that  the  exertions'  of  Mi- 
nifters Would  be  fuccefsful  in  rcftoring  trahqutlliiy,  I  foret 
bore  faying  any  thing  upon  the  fubjcK^,  but  when  1  arm.  con- 
tinced  that  we  cannot  be  fecarc  in  any  qiiarter  under  their 
management,  I  feel  that  It  is  neceflfary.  Although  we  harve 
no  authentic  documents  upon  this  fubjetft,  the  oapers  which 
have  been  circulated  every  where  contain  certain  tarfs  of  which 
there  can  be  no  doubt.  When  the  mutiny  firft  broke  ont  'th'i 
feiloi^  made  demands,  many  of  which,  fn  the  oplnidri  oJF 
everyone,  were  reafonable  ;  others  not.  In  order  to  put  i. 
flop  to  the  mutiny,  I  may  find  it  drfficult,  for  .want  cf 
documents,  to  fay  what  I  would  have  done,  but  I  will  fay 
diftinftly  and  decidedly  what  I  would  not  have  dbnc.  1 
would  not  have  aded  as  Minifiers  hayt  done.  >So  far  it*  il 
known,  that  certain  rcqucits  were  mailc ;  to  thefc  itic  Ad'- 
ftiiralty  made  pfftrrs,' which  were_rcjc(Scd.  The  AdmJraltf 
then  raifcd  their  offers,  and  the  agreement* was  concluded^ 
'What  was  given^  however,  is  thought  to^b^.reafonuble ;  *but 
the  conduft  of  Minifters  in  offering  lefs  than  they  aficrwardi 
granted,  ihews  that  they  thought  this  more  than  w;is  rea- 
fonable  ;  for  I  defire  to  lay  it  down  as  a  diftinft  propofition^' 
Vol.  III.  1797.  2  X  ihrf 
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tfHit  if  the  donan^  of  ths  fiulors  were  reafonabk,  ctmctfioas 
ime  noc  to  be  blamed.  *But  Minifters  have  eftabliflied  an 
idea  that  they  have  granted  more  than  was  compatible  with 
reaibn,  and  in  that  they  are  extremely  culpable.  Are  yam 
then»  after  the  examples  of  incapacity  which  they  have  ma- 
nifeftedy  atid  the  evils  their  meafures  have  produced,  deter* 
snined  to  devote  your  country  to  deftrudion?  (Here  there 
If  MS  z  cry  oi  hear  I  bear!)  I  come  here  with  as  great  an 
Intereft  as  any  man  in  the  Houfe  in  the  fafety  of  the  qountryt 
and  I  repeat^  are  you  determined  to  devote  your  .country  to 
deftruAion,  iiy  leaving  its  aiFairs  to  the  condud.  of  men  whp 
luve  already- involved  you  in  fuch  complicated  calamities? 
When  rebeUipn  runs  to  that  height  which  4he£xiccutiveGo*> 
ftemmentcaimotcontroul,  then  I.  hold  that  the  countty  i^ 
brought 4cudeftruct ion,  and  that  a  new  line  of  cocduct»  ani 
anew  fyfti«:of  meafures,  is  neceflary  for  its  JaWation.  I 
am  unwiUing  to  dwell  upon  this  topic,  where  there  is  ib 
snuch  danger  of  mifreprefentation,  but  I  felt  it  my  duty  tfi 
fjpeak  freely,  convinced  as  I  am  that  the  eonftitution  of  ibi^ 
country  cannot  long  remain  upon  its  prefcnt  footing,  if  ^ 

Erefcxit  Minifters  are  fuffered  much  longer  to  remain  at  the 
ead  of  public  affairs.  I  truft  that  I  need  not  detain  your  Lordi- 
ihips  by  dilating  on  thefe  various  topics.  I,  trtift  I  have  aln^y 
faid  enough  to  fliew  that  to  the  conduct  of  M  iniflers  we  owe  a 
fire9t  part  of  the  calamities  under  which  the  country  now  fuf- 
fers.  I  ihinlc  that  1  have  ftated  grounds  to  jufiify  the  motiofi 
for  the  difmii&il  of  Minifters,  with  which  I  (hall  conclude.  I 
am  defiroitSy  however,  to  mark  diftinctly  the  grounds  on  which 
the  motion  proceeds.  It  is  not  merely  the  iituation  of  the 
country^  but  it  is  the  fyftem  by  which  the  coumry  has  been 

{governed  which  the  motion  aims  to  remedy ;  without  a  new 
ine  of  conduct,  without  a  new  fyftem  of  Government,  we 
cannot  hope  that  things  will  continue  upon  their  prefent 
footing.  Various  confiderations  prefent  themfelves  upon' 
this  fubject,  and  many  changes  are  felt  to  be  neceflary.  The 
moft  faluury  of  thefe  is  a  change  in  the  reprefentation  of  the 
people.  But  even  thefe  changes  muft  be  idle  and  nugatory 
without  others  more  important.  Without  retrenchmeot  and 
oeconomy  in  every  department,  without  correcting  the  abufea 
which  prevail,  and  fairly  looking  at  our  (ituation.  we  catmpt 
expect  that  co-operation  of  the  country  which  is  neceflary  ^ 
rive  efiect  to  the  vigorous  meafures  required  to  extricate  «s 
from  our  prefent  ftate  of  difficulty  and  danger.  The  facts 
which  I  have. already,  ftated  I  think  are.  Atffidetkt.lo  watco^t 
im  conclufion  \  have  drawn  irom  them.    Minifters  may 

contend 
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cootlMid  that  the  war  was  jaft  and.  neuflkry  ;  but  they*  hsvo 
dtfcovered  a  total  incapacity  to  conduct  that  war  wUcfa  tfaef 
began,  and  they  have  equaUy  proved  by  their,  atteoipts  to 
negociate,  that  peace  is  not  to  bt  expected  under  their  au£- 
pices.  The  critical  ftate  of  Irefauid,  the  important  events 
which  have  taken  place  in  England,  prove  that  their  fyftedl^ 
if  purrued,  threatens  ruin  to  tte  empire.  On  the  one  hand) 
one  of  its  moA  valuable  branches  is  almoft  driven  from  ate 
connection!,  while  the  means  of  our  fafety  feem  to  lofe  all 
vigour  under  their  conduct.  There  is  only  one  point  remain^ 
ing  to  which  I  ihall  lay  a  few  words,  with  the  indulgencD 
bf  the  Houfe ;  and  I  rather  hope  for  that  indulgeac^^  as  I 
do  not  mean  lo  claim  the  privilege  of  feplytngyimbsls  mifre^ 
prefentation  of  my  arguments  Oiall  render  it^noceflaryi .  For 
foar  years  paft  I  tiave  conftantly  endeavoured^lodtfoharg^ 
riieduty  which  I  owe  to  the  public  as  a  meoaUsp-of  tfaia 
Houfe.  Previous  to  that  period  I  was  accuftomibd  to  look 
tip  to  a  fet  of  m^n  whofe  principles  and  talents  <;ommande< 
tity  ^nfidence  and  efteem,  till  they  ceafed  to  acK  i»on  thofi^ 
principles  which  they  had  formerly  profefled,  thole  at  ledft 
which  i  had  imbibed.  The  circumftances  in  Whtdi  th^ 
country  was^  then  placed  called  upon  thofe  who  difapproved 
of  the  fyfteni  to  come  forward  and  oppofe  what  they  deemett 
pregnant  with  danger.  For  four  years  I  have  endeavoured 
to  imprefs  the  Houfe  with  the  opinion  which  I  feel  of  the 
public  meainres  which  liave  been  purfued,  and  to  roufe  your 
Lord(hips  to  a  f^nfe  of  the  evils  which  the  lyftem  threatened 
to  produce.  Would  to  God  that  I  could  (ay  that  the  fears 
which  I  formerly  exprefled  of  the  ruinous  confequences 
of  that  fyftem  had  been  idle  and  unmeaning  apprehen* 
iions  ?  I  am  afraid,  however,  that  I  can  boaft,  if  it  can 
be  boaft,  to  fee  realized  the  calamities  I  l^ave  predicted; 
that  though  but  a  young  prophet,  the  event  has  but  too 
faithfully  veriSed  my  predictions.  In  the  courfe  of  thefe 
exertions  I  have  been  fubjected  to  obloquy,  to  invective, 

'to  the  mod  foul  and  malignant  mifreprefentation.  Such 
treatment  has  never  excited  in  me  any  emotions  of  anger, 

•  for  I  could  not  be  angry  at  what  I  fo  much  defpife  and 

•contemn.  It  has  never  deterred  me  from  performing  my 
duty,  for  I  ihould  hold  myfelf  to  be  mean  and  daftardly, 

'if  my  conduct  could  be  actuated  by  fuch  confiderations* 
I  have  iieen  fubjected  likewife  to  charges  of  a  more  ^erj* 
otia  nature :  I  have  been  told  that  to  my  imfifcretion  was 

'Qwiofg  the  dtfttnrbance  which  lately  b^oke  out  in  the  fleet; 


Hm)  (l)Oh'an^«^fTt'<([Auaily[i)eenowingt»  any  conduct  of  mine, 
thpugS'l^fhoulci  <hawc  heen'haf^v  to  reflet  thai:  I  was  innocent 
of  any  bad  intention, v  yet,  had  I  ^en  confcious  that  from  my 
inJiTcretion  (o  gve^t  a  eojamlty  had  ariicn^  I  (hould  have  hid 
my.head  from  the  worku.and  buried,  my felf  and.  my  name  in 
oblivittn.  When  tiich^a charge  was  .brcjii^bt  forward,  I  indeed 
e;]^^£ted  that  fooiiie  proof  of  it  would  hav«  beta  ofiered,  though 
I^onld  bave  been  ho  kk  furi^dfedat  the  attempt*  as  lean 
only  canfider  tlie  imputation  as  a  raili  thought^  not  a  ferious 
accijiat'on.  Yet  noik  of  tbeie.  infinuations*  none  .of  thefc 
cbargeis  ftijill  dctcc  me. from  doiqg  my  duty.  I  feel  ^that  at  is 
the  du^y  of  every:  man  to  exert  hiipfelf  fqr  the  advantage  of  his 
country  in  the  (lation  in  which  he  is  pUoed,  if  his.ef&rtscan 
l>p  employed  with'  the  flighteft  hope  of  fuccefs.  For  f6ur  years* 
l^wevcr,  I, have  ftrv»ggTisdin  v*in  to  oppofe  a  fyflero  which  I 
cpiKeiyed  to  he  pregnant  with  fo  much  difafter.  Notwithr 
ftaadjing:  tlie  caUp^ites  we  have  incurred,  and  the  misfortunes 
^^'have  fu^ere^ ;  p^twithdanding  the  incapacity  which  Mi- 
fuilcrs  have  man vf^ fled,  the  fatal  fyftem  l^as  piaintained  \ts  as- 
cendancy in  this  Houfe.  After  all  the. arguments  I  could  em- 
ploy,.su^d  all  the^lluftrjtions  which  experience  has  afforded, 
I  have  not  gainefi  a  iingie  inch  for  thp  country.  In  thefe  cir- 
c^mftances  tbexe  i,:^  nothing  left  but  to  retire.  In  thus  retiring 
r  hope  I  (hall  not.be.accufed  of  inconfiftcncy  if,  in  the  courfc 
of  |i  w^ek  or  a  month,  I  fhould'  again  return.  Whenever  1 
caa  indulge  the  hoj^e  of  being  ufeful  1  fliaU  return.  In  ailing 
in  this  manrier  I  ma>yi>e  accufed  of  rafh  folly,  but,  at  leaft,  1 
(ball  efcape  (he  charge  of  inconGftency.  What. I  have  now  to 
propofc  Ido^npt^brino;  forward  with  any  hope  of  its  being  car- 
ried..  .Ain  Ailv-i^,..tla't.your  Lordflijps  woi^ld  turn  it  in  your 
mindi,  that  ybu^*  won  id  reflect  fcrioufly  upon  the  fituation  of 
the  country,  that  you  would  try  to  dcvife  fome  means  of 
avoiding. the  complercVuih  with  which  we  are  threatened.  By 
tJiJE  fyftcm  that  has  luthcrto  been  purfued,  I  .cannot  hope  tliot 
the  impending  dcftrucSlion  can  be  averted.  Some  other  line  of 
chndiifl,  fome  other  CyAem  of  mcafurcs'muft  be  adopted. 
What  that  new  fyflem  ftiaJl  be,  I  am  not  fo  prcfumptuous  as 
to  decide :,  all  I  defire  i^,  that  you  would  rqCoive  to  embrace 
fome  other  dn&TahJ  to  put  an  end  to  that  from  which  \v(t  have 
afready  fuffered  fo  much  calamity,  and  from  which  we  have 
yet  fo  much  to  dread.     I 'therefore  move, 

''That  an  humble  addrefs  be >rrrented  to  lus  Majeity,  to  remind. kis.Maj<iftyL 
tKst  his -dutiful  and  ioyal  AibjeOi,  tlie  LCh^s  fpintual -and  toihporal  in  Parliament 
aiTcmfa^df  bAv«/ <iiiNN(  tbM' cidaii(iceiw  war,  imifonnlyifiven  every  aid  andaf^ 
*      «  ^    .     «  iiftuce 
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fUbnoe  that  ctiHd  oontriboce  xo  that  (lippaTt  which  hts  Mkij«fty  hai  espmaiud 
fitmia  b»Te  and  loyal  people. 

**  To  afltire  his  Majefty  that  it.  if  even  bow  wkh  deep  regret  we  approach  hU 
thfoncf  to  lay  before  him  the  gritvaiJbet  under  which  his  pcoplo  labour  ^  but  that* 
a  fenfeof  duty  compels  ut  to  ftate*  to  hit  Majefty,  tliat  the  dcfertion  of  all  Our 
aUI!ei|  tho  trittmphv  of  an  enemy  we  were  taught  by  his  fervants  to  defpiie,  the 
public  credit  of  the  country  impiired,  the  coafls  of  tiicfc  kingdoms  with  impunity 
infolred,  thr  exertibh)  of  the  Britiih  navy  fufpended,  and  the  melancholy  fituatton 
into  which  Ireland  has  been  induftrioufly  brought,  prefents  to  our  view  a  fericf  of 
calamity  unparalleled  in  the  hiftory  of  our  country. 

**  Humbly  to  ftate  to  his  Majcfty,  that  We  cannot  attribute  this  uniform  fuccellioii 
of  misfortune  to  accident^or  even  to  tbc  roiferable  incapacity  of  his  fervants  ;  that 
we  mud  regard  it  as  the  cffe^  of  i  fydcm  of  Govemmenty  dcftru^live  of  the  ex- 
ertions and  hoA:Ic  to  the  conflitution  of  our  country. 

'  '*  That  wc  feel  it  our  bounden  duty  humbly  to  reprefent  to  his  Majefty^  that  as 
much  as  we  lament  the  blood  that  has  been  fpilt,  and  the  burthens  that  have  been 
impofed  on  bis  Mijefty^s  fubje£ls  in  maintaining  the  difadrous  conteft  in  which  we 
arc  engaged,  deeply  as  we  deplore  the  perilous  ftate  of  his  Majcfty's  kiogdomt, 
wc  can  alone  regard  thefe  our  prefeot  misfortunes  as  a  prelude  to  more  ferious 
calamiticiy  which  we  view  with  horror,  but  which  we  look  forward  to  as  the  fure 
confequence  of  perfcvering  in  that  fyftem  of  policy  which  his  Majefty *s  rcrvantt 
have  purfued. 

'*  That  under  thefc  circumftaoccy  we  befeech  hit  Majefty,  by  dKnitfliog  thofe 
Minifters  from  his  prefenccHirho  have  conftantly  infuUed  the  enemy  by  their  di(^ 
course,  and  encouraged  them  by  their  incapacity »  to  give  to  his  fubje^s  a  proof  of , 
his  anxiety  to  procure  that  peace  which  his  people  fo  anxioufly  deiire. 

'<  We  entreat  his  Majefty,  by  dif miffing  from  his  councils  thofe  men  whofe 
extravagance  and  want  of  good  faith  have  impaired  the  credit  of  the  CoimCiyyto 
difplay  his  defire  of  uniting  with  hi«  fubjeds  in  reftoring  that  public  credit  on 
which  the  importance  of  his  kingdom  fo  materially  depends*  . 

«  WOvcarneftly  folicit  bis  Majefty,  by  difmiffing  his  prefeot  fenraats,  to  give 
to  the  people  of  Ireland  the  ftrongeft  pgoof  they  can  receive  of  hit  Majefty*s  difappn^ 
badonof  that  fyftem  of  treachery  by  which  the  prefcnt  difcontenta  of  that  country 
have  been  foftciedi  and  of  his  Majefty*s  intention  of  fccuring  (if  it  is  yet  poffible) 
the  connexion  that  fabftfts  between,  thefe  kingdoms,  by  extending  to  mon  of  all 
defcriptioTr,  in  that  oppreflfed  country,  the  bleffiiigs  of  the  conftitution  under 
mhich  tliey  were  born. 

*•  Fmally,  we  implore  his  Majefty,  that  by  difmidlng  from  his  prefencc  for  ever, 
tHofc  Minifters  whofe  mcafures  have  impaired  the  liberties,  and  whofe  extra* 
vagance  has  injured  the  propeii^y  of  his  Tubjefls,  he  will  afford  a  fure  teftimony 
of  his  gracious  intention  of  co-operating  in  reftoring  the  fpirit  of  the  Britifli  confti- 
tution, and  of  adopting  fuch  a  fyftem  of  (economy  and  relrenchmeat  as  is  alone  con« 
fiftent  with  the  profpcrity  of  hit  eshaufted  people.'* 

Earl 
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EatI  Strange  (rht  Duke  oTAthol)  agreed  that  the  preTeiit 
criiis  was  one  which  loudly  called  for  exertion,  bat  he  did  not 
Ihink  that  the  meafure  propoTed  in  the  addrefs  moved  by  the 
noble'  Duke  wai  at  all  calculated  to  meet  the  exigency  of  the 
tunes.  The  war  he  acknowledged  to  be  a  great  (ource  of 
the  difficulties  under  which  the  country  laboiired.  Thefe* 
hoyvever,  were  more  or  lefs  the  confequence  of  every  war, 
and  were  perhaps  infeparable  from  fuch  a  conteft  as  the  pre- 
lent  The  noble  Duke,  in  the  firft  part  of  his  fpeech,  had 
provided  him  with  arguments  in  favour  of  the  neceffity  of  the 
war.  It  was  in  his  opinion  neceflary  for  the  prefervation  of 
order,  religion  and  law ;  and  when  thefe  obje£ks,  which  he 
had  gained,  were  compared  with  what  we  had  loft,  he  was  not 
of  opinion  that  we  had  good  reafon  to  complain.  Hedeclmed 
entering  into  any  detail  upon  the  condu(S  of  the  war.  The 
cnouiry  would  take  up  too  much  of  the  time  of  the^  Houfe, 
and  he  confeiTed  himfelf  unable  to  lead  them  through  it.  He 
6nly  begged  leave  to  obferve,  that  the  condu£t  of  every  war 
diepended  upon  the  circumftances  of  that  war.  With  refped 
to  the  ceffions  of  Belgium,  he  reminded  the  Houfe  that  we 
were  not  in  the  fame  fituation  now  that  we  were  in  during 
Lord  Malmeibury's  negociation ;  he  did  not  conceive  it  there^ 
fere  to  be  fair  to  reafon  from  the  terms  which  it  was  then  pro- 
per to  reje^,  to  die  terms  which  we  ought  at  prefent  to  ac- 
cept. He  could  not  agree  with  the  refults  of  the  noble  Duke's 
calculations.  He,  therefore,  declined  following  the  noble 
Duke  through  them,  but  he  obferved,  that  in  taking  down 
the  fums  die  noble  Duke  feemed  to  have  leflened  the  produce 
of  the  taxes  on  one  fide,  in  order  to  increafe  the  expenditure  on 
the  other ;  and  in  regard  to  the  15  millions  fuppofed  to  be  ne- 
ceflary at  the  winding  up  of  the  war,  the  noble  Duke  had 
eftimated  the  rate  at  which  it  was  to  be  borrowed  at  the  prefent 
price  of  public  intercft.  After  the  long  diflertation  of  the  noble 
Duke  concerning  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  and  the 
Bank,  he  Ihould  beg  leave  to  mention  one  thing,  which  he 
believed  to  be  a  fa£t.  That  was,  that  greater  advances  had 
been  made  by  the  Bank  to  Government  in  former  wars  than  in 
the  prefent,  and  that  at  a  time  too  when  our  refources  were 
infoior,  and  our  exports  one  third  lefs.  There  was  another 
point  which  the  noble  Lord  on  the  crofs  bench  (the  Earl  of 
Liverpool)  ftated  on  a  former  night  worthy  confideration,  as 
one  of  the  real  caufes  by  which  the  Bank  was  involved  in  ; 
difficulty.  He  alluded  to  the  aA  of  Parliament  for  reftraining 
ijierate  of  intercft  to  5  percent,  whereby  people  employea 
di^ir  moneys  in  loans,  which  vras  formerly  applied  to  the  dif- 

counting ' 
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ocnimiog  of  bills..  In  reply  to  ibe  quoftion  of  the  ooUe  Dnkci 
f<  What  had  we  gained  by  the  oonteft  ?"  He  faid»  that  we  hsA 
oaincd  the  privilege  of  continuing  to  fit  and  debate  in  thai 
Houfe,  and  that  if  we  had  not  enterecjl  into  die  war  with  France, 
neither  he  nor  the  noble  Duke  would  have  been  at  that  tian 
peers  pf  the  realm.  Of  X\\c  fedition  and  treafon  a&s,  though 
he^  acknowledged  them  to  be  infringements  to  a  certain  dome 
upon  tbe.conftitution,  he  had  approved  as  meafures  dioat- 
ed  by  a  tecnpprary  and  urgent  neceffity  ;  in  common  he  was 
convinqc^  «ri(h  four  fifths  of  the  nation..  The  noble  Duke 
bad  aflfi^dy  whether  they  were  determined ,  to  devote  their 
country  to  de(lru£tion  ?  No^  on  the  contrary,  they  would 
faye  their  conntry.  The  noble  Duke  had ,  att^rted  the  ftabl 
he  bad  jii;i  |i)e  country.  He  allowed  that  it  w^  great,  but  there 
were  many  in  the  Houfe  who  had  dill  greater* (lakes;  thofe# 
for  inftance,  who  had  families  for  whole  intereji^s  they  had  19 
confult.  He  was  furprized  at  this  moment  in  particul^rj  tQ 
6^  the  nob)^  Duke  touching  fuch  nicegrou;)d  as  the  feamen 
ftood  on.  He  thought  the  mod  prudent  mode  of  .preceding 
woqlcj  be  to  leave  that  bufinefs  folely  to  the  Executive  Gp^ 
vemmenti  or  at  mod  only  to  lend  fuch  aififtance  as  might  bi 
oecefiary  to  redore  fuhordi nation.  He  cxprefied  a  hope  tha( 
they  Y^Quld  foon,  under  a  convidion  of  their  folly,  return  to 
the  regular  difcl)arge  of  th.eir  duty.  He  oppofed  the  addreft 
upon  the  ground  that  it  would  tend  to  detraiSt  from  the  energy 
of  Government,  to  unhinge  the  adminidratton,  and  even  to 
unhinge  the  country. 

The  Duke  of  Grafton  begged  leave  to  addrefs  a  few  ferious 
words  to  the  Houfe,  which  he  hoped  would  prove  falutary  to 
the  country.  He  fpoke  under  an  impreflfion  that  if  fome  mea* 
fure  of  importance  was  not  immediately  adoped  for  its  falva* 
tion,  agulph  was  prepared  to  fwallow  it.  He  did  not  wifh  to 
unhinge  the  Government,  as  the  noble  Earl  had  dreaded  would 
he  the  tS&Qi  of  the  motion  moved  by  the  noble  Duke,  but  he 
Aiould  give  the  addrefs  his  hearty  fupport,  upon  the  principle 
that  a  continuation  in  error  would  beget  a  repetition  ofdif* 
after.  He  defired  any  man  to  quote  an  indance  in  the  hiftory 
of  the  world  in  whicli  a  nation  once  flouridiing  had  lieen  re* 
duced  to  a  fituation  more  calamitous.  Four  years  ago  the 
Britifli  empire  had  attained  to  a  date  of  undifputed  pre-emi- 
nence in  Europe,  and  its  profperity  was  the  obje£fc  of  envy  to 
every  furrounding  nation ;  but  now  it  was  reduced  to  the 
lowed  ebb  of  public  didrefs.  Our  wealth,  which  was  thought 
...^xhaudiefs,  had  been  waded  by  idle  prodigality;  and  our  re- 
fouroes,  which  were  coafidercd  almoft  as  unlimitedi  had  fallen 

a  vi^im 
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a  flAini  to  a  fyftem  of  mod  layiih  profuiion.  He  called 
%ijlon  their  Lordihips  to^iecolkA  the  extent  of  our  com- 
merce, the  magnitude  of  our  capital,  the  (kill  ofourmanu- 
fadurerSy  and  above  ail  the  general  induftry  of  the  people. 
tie  reminded  them  of  the  refpedability  of  our  military  "eda- 
bltihment ;  a  militia  compofed  of  the  beft  troops,  and  com- 
manded by  officers  of  the  largeft  property ;  a  (landing  army 
under  the  command  of  experienced  officers,  and  compofed 
of  foldiers  not  inferior  in  bravery  or  difciptine  to  any  in 
£feirope;  add  to  this,  a  navy  acknowledged  to  be  fuperior 
in  f^rce  to  the*  united  fleets  of  every  kingdom  in  the  world. 
He  thought  it  unneceflfary  to  dilate  upon  this  once  glorious 
but  now  mortifying  topic.  Their  Lordfbips  would  find  the 
prorperity  of  the  country  at  that  period  beautifully  depided 
ma  fpeech  delivered  by  Mr.  Pitt  in  1792.  How  he  had 
come  to  depart  from  thofe  principles,  by  ading  upon  which 
he  had  brought  the  country  to  that  high  ftate  of  grcainefs,  it 
was  for  him  to  account  to  his  confctence  and  to  the  public. 
He  trufVed  that  the  change  had  not  been  diSatcd  by  a  luft  of 
power,  if  fo,  he  had  exceeded  the  criminality  defcribed  in 
rtie  tnaxim  video  meliora  proboque^  deteriorajequor,  Bui  from 
whatever  caufe  it  arofe,  the  contraft  in  our  fituation  was  mod 
deplorable.  We  flood  ftript  of  every  ally  \  Auftria,  which 
had  been  more  faithful  than  the  red,  from  all  the  informa- 
tion he  could  colled,  he  undcrflood  to  be  now  jufl  not  an 
.enemy..  The  Bank  of  England,  owing  to  a  moft  unaccount- 
able inattentioi^  on  the  part  of  the  Treafury  to  t^e  circulat- 
ing fpccie  of  the  country,  ftopt  payment,  and  received  a- blot 
On  its  charafler,  which  all  the  waters  of  Lethe  could  nevo^ 
efface.  The  firft  Lord  of  the  Treafury,  as  if  intent  upon  its 
ruin,  had  perfiftcd  in  draining  it  of  its  cafli  in  fpitc  of  the 
reprefentations  of  thofe  who  are  beft  acquainted  with  its  cir- 
cumftances,  and  heedlefs  of  the  warning  which  he  had  re- 
ceived from  theftoppage  of  the  Newcaftlc  and  other  country 
Banks.  The  indelible  blot  which  it  had  fullained  was  from 
the  hand  of  Government  being  ftretched  out  againft  it  in  de- 
fiance of  the  opinion  which  formerly  exiftcd,  that  it  was 
above  the  government.  Other  Minifters  would  have  fhifted 
the  odium  of  reftraining  the  fpccie  to  Parliament  \  and  the 
hand  of  Government  wouW  never  have  appeared  in  the  tranf-* 
adlion ;  and  then  the  Bank  would  have  rifen  paramount  tp 
its  diftreflcs :  but  the  prefent  Miniftcr,  by  adopting  a  dif- 
ferent plan,  had  ruined  its  good  faith  for  ever.  If  a  fpecimen. 
of  the  inability  of  Minifters  to  conduct  the  war  were  afked 
*  for, 
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for,  the  expedition   to  St.  Domingo  alone  would  prove  it. 
The  madnefs  of  that  meafiire  was  beyond  belief. 

His  Grace  next  adverfed,  in  terms  of  fcvere  reprehenfion, 
to  the  expedition  againft  St.  Domingo,  in  which  an  im- 
menfe  treafiire  had  been  expended,  and  the  flower  of  the 
Britifh  army  had  fallen  viftims  to  a  peftilential  climate  and 
dire  difeafe. ,  To  the  defence  of  tire  country  his  Majefty's  Mi- 
niftcrs  were  as  inattentive  as  they  were  wild  and  mifguided 
in  their  foreign  operations.  He  dared  not  tell  how  few 
regular  inTantry  there  was  at  this  moment  in  the  kingdom  ; 
he  merely  mentioned  the  circumftance  as  a  warning  to  the 
noble  Lord  (Grenville)  how  he  expofed  the  country  unpro- 
tefted  to  the  attacks  of  its  enemies.  He  cenfured  the  con- 
duft  of  Miniders  for  not  increafing  the  paiy  of  the  failors 
when  the  lad  additional  allowance  was  granted  to  the  fotdi- 
ers.  If  he  was  alked,  why  he  did  not  mention  the  expedi- 
ency of  the  meafure  in  Parliament  at  the  time?  his  anfwer 
wasfhort:  Had  he  thrown  out  the  hint,  all  the  .thanks  hc 
would  have  received  would  have  been  an  accufation  that  he 
was  an  encourager  of  mutiny  and  infurreAion.  He  was  at  a 
lofs,  however,  to  conceive  any  reafon  for  the  delay  which 
took  place  between  the  pron\ife  which  was  made  to  the  fca- 
men  by  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  and  the  delay  of  the  exe- 
cution of  their  engagement.  Upon  this  ground  he  had  a 
heavy  charge  to  bring  againft  Minifters,  confident  as  he  was, 
that  had  the  execution  of  the  engagement  immediately  fuc- 
ceeded  the  promife,  there  would  not  have  been  a  fecond  mu- 
tiny on  board  the  fleet.  The  next  point  to  which  he  came 
was  one  of  a  very  diftrefllng  nature,  namely,  the  fituation  of 
Ireland.  Upon  this  fubjed  he  had  but  one  opinion,  which 
was,  that  if  there  was  not  a  complete  emancipation  of  the 
Catholics,  a  redrefs  of  the  grievances  of  the  Prot^ftants,  a 
Parliamentary  Reform,  and  a  total  change  of  men,  that 
country  would  either  be  involved  in  civil  war,  or  undergo  a 
revolution,  and  thus  another  Republic  be  added  to  the  lift  of 
ih'ofe  which  the  wife  conduft  of  Minifters  had  already  efta- 
bli(hed  in  all  parts  of  Europe.  And  if  a  Revolution  was  to 
take  place  in  Ireland,  no  man  could  doubt,  but  that  it  would 
foon  be  followed  by  an  event  of  a  fimilar  nature  in  Great- 
Britain.  This  was  as  clear  to  him  as  the  relation  between 
any  efFeft  and  its  caufe*  He  thought  that  in  this  country  a 
Parliamentary  Reform  might  prevent  much  mifchief,  and  an 
eminent  ftatefman,  (Mr.  Fox)  in  his  initimable  argument  in 

Vol.  III.  1797.  2  Y  favour 
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favour  of  the  mcafiirey  might  have  added  in  fupport  of  it  the 
name  of  Lord  Bacon,  to  thofe  of  Montefquieu  and  Machi^ 
avel.     Having  faid  thus  much  upon  the  ftate  of  the  country, 
he  put  the  quellion  to  their  Lordfhips,  by  w^hat  means  it  had 
been  reduced  to  that  fituation  ?  Was  it  not  by  the  condud  of 
Minifters?  And  would  they  truft  to  thefe  men  to  extricate 
them  from  their  difficuhies,  who  had  brought  them  into  the 
dilemma  r  Did  they  think,  that  having  defcended  fo  low,  they 
had  virtue  enough  to  afcend  that  deep  and  rugged  path  which 
led  to  reftoration  and  profperity  ?  He  entertained  no  fuch 
opinion.     As  well  might  he  think  that  the  beautiful  earth 
which  they  inhabited,  and  through  which  the  moft  perfeft 
fymmetry  prevailed,  was  formed  according  to  the  fyftem  of 
the  epicureans,  by  an  infinity  of  atoms.     Minifters  had  al- 
ready (hewn  their  total  inability  to  manage  the  concerns  of  a 
great  Empire.    The  confidence  which  Parliament  had  placed 
in  them  had  been  betrayed,  and  for  Parliament  to  continue 
that  confidence  in  fpite  of  experience,  would  be  to  betray 
the  truft  vefted  in  it  by  the  country.     If  the  addrefs  which 
had  been  moved  by  the  noble  Duke  was  reje£led,  he  ihould 
have  the  fatisfadion  of  having  done  his  duty  in  oppofing  it. 
Finding,  however,  all  his  efforts  to  be  unavailing,  he  fhould 
not  trouble  them  any  longer  with  his  attendance  in  that 
Houfe,  but  fhould  retire  to  fortify  his  mind   againft  ap- 
proaching dangers,  and  to  inculcate  upon  a  large  family,  of 
whom  he  had  the  honour  to  be  the  father,  patience  and  refig- 
nation  to  the  lot  which  might  befal  them.  He  reminded'their 
Lordfhips  that  it  was  the  moft  beautiful  part  of  wifdom  to 
acknowledge  error,  and  recommended  it  to  them  to  meet 
him  upon  that  ground.     He  alfured  them  that  he  felt  much 
greater  comfort  than  all  the  wealth  this  world  could  confer, 
in  the  confcioufnefs  of  having  done  his  duty,  in  endeavouring 
to  prevent  the  evil  which  he  forefaw  in  its  confequances 
would  tend  to  fhakethe  Throne  and  to  fubvert  the  Conftitu- 
tion.     He  fhould  confidcr  himfelf  as  boimd  to  lay  before  his 
Sovereign  the  reafons  for  his  condud,  in  that  clofet  where, 
he  was  free  to  declare,  never  one  word  had  dropped  from  his 
lips  which  did  not  come  from  his  heart. 

Lord  Romney  faid,  it  was  not  his  intention  to  have  taken 
any  part  in  the  debate,  when  he  came  down  to  the  Houfe, 
but  as  he  differed  from  the  noble  Duke,  in  almoft  every  one  of 
the  gloomy  fcntiments  he  had  expreflfed,  and  could  not  agree 
with  any  part  of  the  noble  Duke's  fpeech,  but  in  his  declare* 

tion 
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tion  of  fincerity  when  he  delivered  it,  he  rofe  to  (late  the  rea- 
fonsof  that  difference  of  opinion.  He  had  a  great  refpedl 
for  the  noble  Duke  ;  he  well  knew  his  ability,  and  duly  efti- 
mated  his  experience  and  his  integrity,  he  owed  it  therefore 
to  the  noble  Duke,  to  the  Houfe  and  to  Kimfclf  that  he 
ffaould  not  give  a  filent  vote.  He  lanii/ented  exceedingly  that 
fuch  gloomy  piSures  of  the  fituation  fliould  be  exhibited  by 
men  of  great  weight  with  the  public,  in  a  moment  certainly 
of  great  difficulty  and  danger^  but  not  a  moment  of  de/pair, 
and  when  they  ought  to  give  way  to  defpondency  ;  the 
gloom  that  too  much  prevailed  without  doors  was  one  great 
caufe  of  our  prefent  misfortunes,  and  every  thing  faid  in  that 
Houfe  that  tended  to  increafe  it  would  rather  tend  to  increafe 
them,  than  to  encourage  the  people  to  bear  up  manfully  and 
like  Engliftimen  againfl  them.  He  differed  totally  with  the 
noble  Duke  ab  to  the  eff'eft  of  the  war,  and  the  character  he 
had  given  of  the  war  itfelf.  Confidered  as  a  Britifli  war,  it  had 
not  been  unfuccefsful  or  difadrous,  but  greatly  the  reverfe. 
The  valour  of  our  military  both  in  the  army  and  navy  had  never 
been  more  confpicuoufly  difplayed  in  any  vvar,  nor  had  our 
arms  been  more  fuccefsful.  Our  allies  certainly  had  not 
been  equally  fortunate,  but  he  did  not  think  it  candid  or 
fair  for  noble  Lords  who  oppofed  Minifters  to  treat  them 
as  if  thev  were  refponfible  for  the  ill  fuccefs  of  our  allies. 
It  was  true  we  had  been  wounded  in  our  vitstls,  and  fome 
very  unpleafant  circumftances  had  recently  occurred,  but  wa& 
the  alarming  and  melancholy  defcriptions  of  the  ftate  of 
affairs  they  had  heard  that  day,  and  which  fome  noble  Lords 
too  frequently  indulged  in,  likely  to  caufe  a  more  agreeable 
profpedl  ?  There  were  fevcral  parts  of  the  noble  Duke's 
fpeech,  which  in  his  opinion  could  do  no  fort  of  good,  but 
might  do  much  harm.  In  fpeaking  of  Ireland,  the  noble 
Duke  had  faid,  that  if  a  civil  war  or  a  revolution  ihould  lake 
place  in  the  lifter  kingdom,  no  man  could  doubt  but  it  would 
be  immediately  followed  by  the  fame  event  in  this  country. 
He  thought  the  broaching  of  fuch  a  dodlrine  extremely  im^ 
,  politic,  and  that  it  might  lead  to  infinitely  more  mifchief,  than 
he  was  perfuaded  the  noble  Duke  had  it  in  his  conception^ 
when  he  delivered  fuch  an  opinion. 

The  Addrels,  moved  by  the  noble  Duke  who  hroup;ht  it  for- 
ward, appeared  to  be  liable  to  many  objefticns ;  and  how,  ho 
would  a(k,  could  any  noble  Lord  bring  himfelf  to  vote  for  an 
^ddrefs  that  applied  the  exprcffion  of  **  an  oppreffcd  country'* 
tp  the  people  of  Ireland.  Was  it  becoming  or  conciliatory,  01^ 
2  Y  Z  likely 
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likely  to  allay  the  dlfcontents  that  prevailed  unhappily  in  the 
lifter  kingdom,  for  any  part  of  the  Britifh  Lcgiflature  to  vote 
an  Addrefs  to  the  King  ftating  Ireland  to  be  an  oppreffid  coun- 
try. Surely  a  moment's  reflecStion  would  ferve  to  fatisfy  every 
noble  Lord,  that  an  aflertion  of  that  extent  avowed  by  a  Bri- 
tilh  Houfe  of  Parliament,  was  at  once  an  infult  to  the  inde- 
pendent Legiflature  of  Ireland,  and  an  affumption  of  fail  of 
which  their  Lordihips  had  no  fort  of  proof  before  them.  To 
return,  however,  to  our  own  more  immediate  concerns — ^he 
did  not  think  that,  although  our  fituation  was  difficult  and  ar- 
duous, it  juftified  the  gloomy  ideas  that  the  noble  Duke  had  in 
fofetiousa  manner  aimed  at  imprefling  on  the  minds  of  all 
who  heard  him.  His  declaration  tha]t  Auftria  was  "  juft  not 
our  enemy,"  was  not  doing  juftice  to  that  magnanimous  and 
auguft  ally,"  whofc  exertions,  pcrfeverance,  and  firmncfs  de- 
fcrved  fo  much  gratitude  from  this  country,  and  reflc61ed  fo 
much  honour  on  the  illuftrious  and  and  heroic  perfonage  who 
wore  the  Imperial  Crown.  ,How  did  they  know,  at  thi  mo- 
ment, that  the  Emperor  was  not  afting  as  our  ally,  and  thathe 
would  not  flill,  by  his  conduft,  eflcntially  promote  theBiitifti 
intereft.  In  Ihort,  if  our  fcamcn  were  but  true  to  their  King 
and  country,  if  they  did  but  feel  as  Brlrifh  feamen  always  had 
done,  he  thought  we  ha^fittle  to  fear;  and  even  ihould  we 
be  obliged  to  continue  the  war,  he  fhould  not  doubt  of  our 
navy  being  able  to  Ihew  iifelf  fu^Krior  to  tliofe  of  France,  Spain," 
and  Holland  united.  What  had  lately  happened  on  board  the 
fleet,  he  verily  believed  was  owing  to  French  intrigue  and 
French  gold  ;  and  though  it  might  not  be  immediately  traced, 
it  would  one  day  or  other  be  ilifcovered  and  proved*  beyond 
contradiflion.  His  Lordfliip  faid,  though  he  had  thrown  out 
his  thoughts,  he  was  conicious,  in  a  very  dcfultory  way,  he 
'  had  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to  endeiivour  to  difpell  the  gloomy 
impreflion  the  fpecches  of  the  two  noble  Dukes  were  calculated 
to  make  ;  and  it  only  remained  for  him  to  apologize  for  having 
taken  up  fo  much  of  the  time  of  tlie  Iloufe,  and  to  declare 
that,  for  ihefe  reafons  he  fliould  give  his  vote  againft  the  Ad- 
drefs. 

The  Earl  of  Guildford  faid,  he  was  not  afraid  of  contradic- 
tion when  he  dated  that  at  no  time  this  alfembly  was  called 
upon  to  deliberate  in  a  fituation  more  critical,  or  upon  a 
queftion  of  fo  great  moment.  That  the  country  was  placed 
in  a  fituation  of  diftrefs  and  calamity  beyond  all  parallel,  it 
was  idle  to  take  up  time  in  dt  monllrating.  If  there  was  any 
who^foubted  the  faft,  he  called  upon  them  to  look  to  the 
continent  of  Europe,  and-in  Poitugal;  to  behold  the  mifera- 
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ble  remnant  of  a  vaft  and  expenfive  alliance,  fupported  by 
which  we  had  commenced  the  war*  But  the  defertion  of  our 
allies  was  not  all :  we  had  to  contend  againfl  a  formidable 
enemy  with  powers  cemented  by  refiftance,  and  in  pofieffion 
of  great  and  numerous  armies^  without  one  fpot  againft  which 
to  turn  them,  except  his  Majefty's  dominions.  He  called 
upon  them  alfo  not  to  overlook  our  internal  fituation,  and  to 
recur  to  the  vaft  prefiure  of  the  enormous  debt  under  whidi 
the  country  groaned.  But  it  was  needlefs  to  diftrefs  their 
Lordfhips'  feelings  by  enumerating  the  various  indances  of 
calamity  which  met  the  eye  of  the  mod  curfory  beholder.  The 
failure  of  the  Bank,  which  at  one  time  would  have  been  re« 

irarded  as  the  greateft  misfortune  which  the  country  could  fuf- 
er,  was  now  the  Icaft  evil  which  it  had  to  encounter.  To 
the  mifcondud);  of  Miniilers  he  afcribed  the  aggregate  fum  of 
that  calamity.  They  were  now  called  upon  to  take  fome  ftcp 
which  might  afford  a  chance  of  falvation.  He  befeeched  them 
KY  make  fome  effort  to  prove  t^at  they  were  not  dead  to  the 
feelings  of  the  people,  or  blind  to  the  fituation  of  the  State. 
The  noble  Duke  had  propofed  to  carry  an  Addrefs  to  his  Ma- 
jefty  as  a  preliminary  ftep  to  any  meafure  by  which' the  falva- 
tion of  the  country  could  be  effe<9;ed  ;  and  in  this  Addrefs  he 
moft  heartily  concurred.  His  fupport  he  flated  to  red  upon 
the  following  grounds :  Tlie  firft  effeft  which  was  likely  to 
flow  from  this  Addrefs  was  immediate  Peace  ;  without  which 
there  was  no  hope  or  chance  of  falvation.  Under  the  prefcnt 
Adminidration,  was  there  any  man  fo  fanguine  as  to  fuppofe 
that  peace  could  be  obtained.  He  (hould  not  notice  the  mifc- 
rable  farces  which,  under  the  name  of  negociation,  had  been 
a£ted  at  Bade  and  Paris,  nor  the  unfuccefsful  journey  of  Mr. 
Hammond  to  Vienna.  But  was  there  a  noble  Lord  in  the 
Houfe,  or  a  man  in  the  country,  who  did  not  feel  immediately, 
upon  the  Emperor's  concluding  a  feparate  peace,  a  negotiation 
(bould  have  l>een  opened  at  Paris  for  the  purpofe  of  fecurin^ 
a  peace  for  this  country  ?  If  we  had  nothing  but  our  financial 
embarraffments  to  contend  with,  common  prudence  would 
have  didlated  fuch  a  meafure.  But  this  was  not  the  mod  for- 
cible argument  upon  which  it  reded.  It  was  unneceffary  for 
him  to  call  the  attention  of  their  Lordfliips  to  circumdances, 
in  the  prcfenk  date  of  the  country,  of  greater  moment  and  far 
more  prefiing  urgency.  Befides  the  effefl  of  immediate  peace, 
the  meafure  would  be  produftive  of  the  mod  beneficial  confe- 
quences  upon  the  kingdom  at  large.  Their  Lorddiips  were 
not  unacquainted  with  the  prefent  critical  fituation  of  Ireland. 
The  great  body  of  tliofe  who  had  lieen  a  few  years  ago  friends 
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to  Parliamentary  Reform  and  Catholic  Emancipation,  were 
now  united  with  the  few,  who  at  that  time  wifhed  a  feparatioii 
from  this  country ;  and  a  great  party,  under  the  name  of 
United  Iriihmen,  were  at  this  moment  ready  to  join  any 
ftandard  under  which  they  could  find  relief  and  proteSion. 
The  difmiffal  of  his  Majefty*s  Miniders  would  be  followed  by 
conceffions  to  the  difafFedted  in  that  kingdom,  which,  operat- 
ing in  conjundlion  with  the  rcftoration  of  peace,  would  allay 
difcontent,  and  remove  the  dread  of  a  feparation.  The  fyftcm 
of  Miniilers.  was  calculated  to  produce  that  unfortunate  event, 
and  the  delay  of  peace  went  in  aid  of  the  c«her  meafures  which 
they  were  purfuing.  His  Lordfliip  next  confidcred  the  efFeft 
of  the  Addrefs  upon  the  Ifland  of  Great  Britain.  He  did  not 
think  that  the  opinions,  for  the  fupprefSon  of  which  we  hz<\ 
had  gofhc  to  war,  had  loft  any  ground  in  the  courfe  of  the  laft 
five  years.  He  did  not  fuppofe  it  would  be  contended  that 
thefe  opinions  had  fuffered  much  from  the  influence  either  of 
our  arms  or  our  laws.  Did  they  not  fee,  he  aiked,  that  revo- 
lutionary opinions  and  revolutionary  meafures  were  gaining 
upon  them  every  hour  ?  Some  great  change,  he  ventured  to 
prcdift,  was. near  at  hand.  That  change,  whenever  it  ihould 
happen,  or  of  whatever  nature  it  fliould  be,  he  trufted  would 
tend  to  the  advantage  of  the  country.  Had  they  really  fo  little 
dtfcernment  to  fuppofe  that  the  people  would  fubmit  to  live 
under  a  Conftitution  without  enquiry,  which  in  the  courfe  of 
five  months  had  l)rought  upon  them  calamities  unprecedented  in 
their  nature,  and  iiK^lculable  in  extent )  He  was  not  fo  unrea- 
fonable  as  to  fuppofe  .that  a  war  of  great  and  unexampled  mag* 
nitude  could  he  conducted  without  a  vaft  expence ;  but  he  was 
unrcafonable  enough  to  expcft  that  Parliament  fhould  exercife 
fome  controul  over  the  expence.  He  wifhed  to  pafs  no  heavier 
cenfure  upon  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  than  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  had  pafltd  upon  thoieMinifters  who  had 
gone  before  him.  How  far  that  cenfure  extended,  their  Lord(hips 
would  fee  by  recurring  to  the  Repoit  of  the  Committee  of  Fmance 
in  1782,  which  he  recommended  to  their  perufal.  They  would 
there  find  that  Mr.  Pitt  had  made  grievous  complaints  againft  all 
the  fyftcm s  of  finance  which  had  ever  been  a(5led  upon,  and  to 
which  he  himfclf  afterwards  recurred.  They  would  there  find 
that  cxtraordinaries  were  called  little  lefs  than  money  raifed 
without  the  confent,  and  expended  without  the  knowledge  of 
Parliament.  They  would  find  in  thst  Report  the  conduit  of  the 
former  Adminiftration  condemned  upon  examination,  and  the 
condu£t  of  the  prefent  condemned  in  anticipation.  He  might 
certainly  be  confidered  as  a  partial  advocate,  if  h^  undertoc|; 

the 
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the  defence  of  the  Minifter  whofe  conduct  was  condemned  in 
that  Report  (Lord  North),  from  his  near  relation  to  him,  but 
he  muft  be  permitted  to  fay,  that  that  Minifter's  conduct  in 
the  management  of  finance  was  to  be  juftified  by  the  fydematic 
praftice  of  all  preceding  Financiers,  while  the  condudl  of  the 
prefent  Minrfters  was  in  dire£l  violation  of  the  fyfteni  of  finance, 
and  the  principles  on  which  it  was  eftabliflied,  laid  down  by 
himfelf;  and  that  in  regard  to  extraordinaries,  and  fums  oif 
public  money  expended  without  the  knowledge  or  fan£tion  of 
Parliament,  he  had  infinitely  exceeded  all  that  any  former  Mi- 
nifter  before  him  had  ventured  to  expend.     To  all  the  other 
efFefts,  therefore,  which  the  mcafure  propofed  by  the  noble 
Duke  would  produce,  would  be  a  corredlion  of  the  extrava- 
gance in  blood  and  treafure,  for  which  the  prefent,  beyond  all 
former  Adminiftratioiis,  had  been  diftinguifhed.     There  was 
another  topic  upon  which  he  found  himielf  called  upon  to  fay 
a  few  words,  namely,  the  expediency  of  a  reform  in  the  reprc- 
fentation  of  the  country.     He  had  long  diflFered  upon  this  fub- 
je<£l  with  Gentlemen  for  whofe  opinions  he  had  a  great  refpe^l; 
and  though  many  of  his  doubts  were  removed,  and  he  had  by 
no  means  the  fame  dread  of  the  plan  as  fome  others,  he  con- 
feifed  he  was  not  a  convert  to  the  mcafiire.     He  confidered  it 
as  a  remedy  weak  and  inefFedlual  for  the  complicated  evils  of 
which  they  had  to  complain,  and  tlierefore  he  could  not  re- 
commend it  as  a  cure  for  the  difcafed  ftaie  of  the  Common- 
wealth.    But  though  he  would  not  recommend  it,  he  owned 
he  regarded  it  with  lefs  .horror  than  before,  and  had  almoft 
been  brought  to  change  his  opinion  rcfpedl'mg  it.     Indeed,  in 
the  prefent  difaftrous  circumftances,  it  became  a  lefs  confider- 
ation  in  rcfpedt  to  his  former  view  of  it,  and  might  be  necef- 
fary.     He  befeechcd  their  Lord(hips,  however,  to  weigh  well 
how  they  voted  on  that  evening.     He  befeeched  them,  if  they 
dilTented  from  the  Addrcfs,  not  to  be  contented  with  merely 
negativing  it.  If  they  approved  of  the  fyftem  upon  which  Mi- 
nifters  had  been  adting,  he  befeeched  them  publicly  to  an- 
nounce it,  and  to  fay  fomething  in  their  favour.    Their  caufe« 
he  affured  them,  needed  fupport.     He  entreated  them  to  de- 
clare, if  they  thought  fo,  that  their  condudl  had  been  able, 
upright,  and  ceconomical,  that  their  alliances  had  been  well 
chofcn,  and  that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  been 
right  in  promifing  to  pay  the  advances  from  the  Bank  to  Go- 
vernment, and  in  breaking  his  engagement  as  often  as  it  was 
made.     If,  however,  they  treated  this  motion  with  filent  con* 
tempt,  or  got  rid  of  it  by  a  fimple  negative,   he  fliould  feel 
it  ridiculous  to  propofc  any  other  mealure,  or  to  tcefpafs  upon 

their 
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their  patience  with  a  repetition  of,  the  fame  propofal,  till  he 
had  fome  better  profpeft  of  fuccefs. 

Lord  Auckland  [My  that  prcvioufly  to  offering  fuch  remarks 
as  the  general  cx)urfe  and  tendency  of  the  debate  had  fuggefted 
to  him,  he  muft  difclaira  the  difcuflion  of  two  fubjefls,  which 
the  fupporters  of  the  propofed  addrefs  feemed  defirous  to  bring 
forwards.  He  would  not  be  induced  to  enter  into  a  confidera- 
tion  of  the  embarrafsments  of  Ireland,  or  of  the  means  of  re- 
moving thofe  embarrafsments  He  would  not  be  perfuaded  to 
carry  Parliamentary  Advice  to  his  Sovereign  refpedling  the 
Conditution  and  Government  of  an  independent  kingdom,  in- 
fcparable  indeed  from  us  in  interefts,  and  (he  hoped)  in  affec- 
tion ;  but  feparated  in  its  legiflature  and  poffeffmg  its  own  Par- 
liament. He  would  not,  as  a  Britifh  Peer,  intermeddle  with 
the  duties  of  the  Irifh  Parliament.  Such  an  interference  would 
be  highly  objedt  ion  able.  It  was  a  trite  but  a  true  phrafe,  that 
it  could  do  no  good,  and  might  do  harm. 

The  other  point  into  which  he  muft  decline  entering,  was 
the  pretended  expediency  of  a  Reform  in  Parliament.  He 
could  not  believe  thofe  men  to  be  fcrious,  who,  in  the  prefent 
conjunSurc  of  affairs  talk  of  a  reform  of  Parliament  as  a  re- 
medy for  the  national  difEculties.  At  leaft,  if  they  are  ferious, 
he  diflfered  from  them  fo  radically  and  fo  irrcconcileably,  that 
it  would  be  a  great  waftc  of  breath  and  of  time  to  argue  with 
them.  On  former  occafions  of  his  political  life,  his  fenliments 
on  this  fubjc6l  had  had  the  concurrence  and  fupport  of  his  no- 
ble friend  (Lord  Guildford)  who  fjx)ke  laft.  '  And  though  his 
noble  Friend  had  not  6n  that  day  exprefled  his  wonted  earneft- 
nefs  in  the  caufc,  there  could  be  no  doubt  that  the  principles 
intended  by  him,  if  brought  to  the  teft,  would  be  the  fame  as 
heretofore,  in  the  fteady  refiftance  of  charges,  fometimes  plau- 
fible  in  parts  and  in  their  firft  afpeft,  but  infallibily  tending 
in  the  prefent  age  tcf  the  utter  fubvcriion  of  our  venerable  and 
excellent  Conftiiution. 

Lord  Auckland  proceeded  to  fay,  that  his  obje<Sl  in  rifing  at 
prefent  was  to  combat  the  impreffions  which  the  fpeeches  of 
the  two  noble  Dukes  and  of  the  noble  Earl  were  calculated  to 
give  to  thcfe  kingdoms  and  to  all  Europe.  They  had  repre- 
fented  their  country  as  brought  down  *•  to  the  loweft  ebb  of 
"  nationivl  dilhefs,by  a  fcmdalous  waftc  and  hvifli  profuiion  ;'* 
they  bad  defcribed  '*  her  profpe£ts  as  chearlefs  abroad  and 
**  chearlefs  at  home."  The  noble  Duke  who  opened  the  de- 
bate had  not  confined  himfclf  to  general  ft atcmcnrs,  but  had 
thought  proper  to  argue  with  fome  detail,  that  if  the  war 
fhould  clofe  even  in  the  courfe  of  tlie  prefent  year,  there  would 
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be  a  neceffity  for  bringing  forwards  additional  taxes  to  the 
amount  of  three  miUions  annually.  AS)  however,  the  noble 
Duke  had  repeatedly  exprefled  his  anxiety  to  afcertain  the  real 
ftatc  of  the  country,  he  (urely  would  he  glad  to  rcvife  the  pofi* 
tions  which  he  had  tried  to  eftabliih,  di/Hi  in  which  he  would  6nd 
great  and  evident  inaccuracies.  According  to  the  report  of  the 
Committee  of  1792,  the  peace  expenditure,  previous  to  the 
prefenl  war,  including  the  annual  million  to  the  finking  fund^ 
was  eilimated  at  16,500,000!.  The  noble  Duke  allowed  that 
the  produce  of  the  permanent  taxes  which  exifted  previous 
to  the  war,  may  be  ftatx*d  at  13,800,0001,  and  the  Land  and 
Malt,  at  2,750,000!.  Hcfie,  tlierefore,  we  have  a  revenue  of 
16,550,000!.  to  make  good  the  old  peace  expenditure  of. 
16,500,000!.  With  regard  to  the  produce  of  taxes  improved 
during  the  war,  it  appeared  by  the  rcjwrts  of  the  Finance 
Committee,  now  fitting,  that  fucli  of  thefe  taxes  as  are  in  full 
receipt,  have  produced  the  whole  am6unt  for  which  they  were, 
given.  Ic  became,  therefore^a  fair  inference,  that  in  the  total 
of  thofc  taxes,  after  the  fi,i(l  year  or  two,  there  would  not  be 
any  material  deficiency.  The  noble  Duke,  however,  bad. 
urged,,  that  after  the  war,  .there  muft  be  aa  ;idditional  peace 
efiablifiiment :  perhaps  it  might  be  fo;  though 'it  was  impofli- 
ble,  at  prcfent,  to  forelce  what  may  be  the  situation  and  in- 
terefts  of  thi$  empire  on  the  return  of  peace.  But  on  the  other 
hand,  the  noble  Duke  had  made  no  allowance  for  the  annual 
Eaft  India  payment,  for  tlie  annual  prodqce  of  the  Lottery, 
and  for  the  probable  rife  of  other  branches  of  revenue,  whew 
relieved  from  the  preffure  of  war.  Thus  far  then  it  was  rea- 
fonable  to  fet  ofF  one  confideration  againft  the  other,  and  to 
prefume  that  the  refult  of  incrcafed  income  would  be  adequate 
to  the  increafed  demand.  Confequently  in  the  cafe  fuppofcd 
by  the  noble  Duke,  the  amount  of  new  taxes  was  reduced  to 
the  amount  of  intercft  to  be  provided  for  die  fum  neceffary  to 
clear  arrears  at  the  clofe  of  the  war.  The  noble  Duke  had 
ftated  that  fum  at  fifteen  millions,  and  the  taxes  for  the  intcreft: 
(including  one  per  cent,  for  the  finking  funti)  at  1,250,000!. 
a  year.  That  cftimate,  however,  was  at  ibc  rate  of  from  eight 
to  nine  per  cent.  ;  whereas  in  the  affumed  cafe,  of  fuch  a  loan 
to  be  made  in  a  period  of  peace,  fix  per  cent,  or  900,0001.  a 
year,  would  have  been  an  ample  allowance.  And  thus  the 
noble  Duke's  three  millions  a  year  might  rcafonably  be  reduced 
upon  his  own  data  to  one  third  of  that  fum.  But  to  what  pof- 
fibie  ufe  or  purpofe  were  fuch  Aatemcnts  brought  forwards  in 
the  prefent  conjuncSlurc  ?  It  had  been  well  and  juftly  obfcrvcd 
Vol.  III.  1^797.  2  Z  by 
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The  "E^tI  of  Suffolk  expreffcd  his  furprife  at  the  filence  of 
Minifters,  when  matters  of  famuch  moment  had  been  brought 
forward,  every  one  of  which  was  fufficiently  important  to  re- 
quire an  immediate  explanation  from  the  King's  fervants,  in  . 
order  to  quiet  the  minds  of  their  Lordlhips  and  the  Public,  at 
leaft,  for  the  prefent.  He  rofe  to  put  one  queftion  to  their 
Lordfliips,  and  if  he  received  a  fatisfafiory  anlwcr,«he  (hould 
have  no  occafion  to  trouble  their  Lordfliips,  and  that  was,  whe- 
ther any  new  fyftem  was  likely  to  be  purfued  rcfpefling  Ire* 
land,  or  whctlicr  the  fyftem  of  coereit>n  that  had  been  fatally 
adopted  hitherto,  was  meant  to  be  perfevered  in  ?  His  Lord- 
iliip  faid,  he  had  no  other  motive  for  being  defirOus  to  be 
informed  on  this  point,  but  a  fenfe  of  the  duty  which  he  owed 
tto  his  King  and  Country  ;  he  had  not  any  eftate  or  perfonal 
intereft  in  Ireland,  further  than  his  fliare  as  an  EngHiliman  in 
the  general  intereft '  arifing  from  tlie  conne<£tion  of  the  two 
kingdoms,  neither  had  any  of  his  family  any  eftate  in  Ireland  ; 
fo  anxious,  however,  was  he,  from  the  confcloufnefsof  the  im- 
portance of  the  Sifter  Kingdom  continuing  inclofe  alliance  with 
Great  Britain,  that  if  his  Majefty's  Minifters  ftill  obfiinately  per- 
fifted  in  their  filence  and  would  give  him  noanfwer  to  hisquef- 
tton,  he  fhould  then  communicate  to  the  Houfe  and  the  Pub- 
lic, the  private  information,  which  he  had  received  on  the  fub- 
je^,  and  which  was  of  a  ferious  nature  indeed;  he  would,  how- 
ever, wait  to  hear,  if  any  anfwer  was  to  be  given  to  his  quftion. 

A  paufe  enfued,  and  no  Peer  rifiug,  the  *'  queftion"  was 
called  for,  whereupon 

The  Earl  of  Suffolk  again  came  forwards,  and  faid,  he  could 
not  fuffcr  the  queftion  to  go  oif  in  thnt  manner,  without  rc- 
'  ccivingany  information  rcfpcctintr  Ireland  ;  fince  the  noble  Se- 
cretary of  State  refufed  to  give  any  anfwer  to  his  queftion,  he 
fhould  hold  it  his  duty  to  read  a  part  of  a  letter  from  a  refpedl- 
able  charafler  now  in  Ireland,  which  he  liad  recently  received. 
The  letter  which  he  held  in  his  hand  came  from  an  officer  on 
the  public  fervice  in  the  Sifter  Kingdom,  a  man  of  acknow- 
ledged ability,  worth,  and  talents,  Biigadier  General  Cooke. 

Lord  Sydney  exprefted  a  doubt  of  the  propriety  of  the  noble 
Earl's  reading  a  letter,  or  part  of  a  letter,  from  Ireland,  relative 
to  its  fitualion  in  point  of  dangtr,  which  was  not  written  with 
an  exprefs  view  to  l)e  laid  before  the  Hnule. 

After  a  momentary  conference  with  the  Duke  of  Leeds  and 
the  Marquis  of  Lanfdown^  the  Earl  faid,  he  conceived  it  lay 
with  his  own  difcretion  to  decide,  wliether  ho  would  read  the 
letter  or  not,  but  he  had,  he  believed,  an  undoubted  right  to 
r«ad  it,  as  a  part  pf  his  fpeech,  if  he  cliofe  to  do  fo. 

Lord 
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Lord  GrenviiU  faid,  undoubtedly. 

The  Earl  of  Suffolk  proceeded  to  read  the  letter,  which  gave  , 
a  very  gloomy  account  of  the  {late  of  Ireland,  and  after  dating 
that  there  were  agents  from  the  Direilory  of  France  aftually 
landed,  and  adlively  employed  in  promoting  the  caufe  of  infur* 
refiion  and  revolt,  and  that  if  the  fveord  was  once  drawn,  the 
writer  was  convinced  all  was  over,  it  declared  that  the  Country 
was  in  a  flate  of  defence,  little  better  than  before  Chriflmas, 
and  fpecified  the  exa£l  number  of  troops  under  the  writer's 
command  for  the  defence  of  the  North. 

The  Earl  of  fVeftmoreland  immediately  rofe,  and  called  the 
noble  Lord  to  order,  exprefling  his  ftrong  fenfe  of  the  impro- 
priety of  giving  the  opinion  of  a  military  officer  upon  the  ftate 
of  tlie  infufficiency  of  defence  of  Ireiand. 

The  Earl  of  Suffolk  proceeded  in  the  reading  of  the  letter, 
till  he  came  to  a  paiTage,  which  he  faid  he  certainly  would  not 
read,  7.%  his  own  mind  fuggefted  that  it  might  be  improper.  He 
then  refumed  another  part  of  the  letter. 

When  the  Earl  of  ff  cjimoreland  again  rofe,  and  declared 
that  he  was  fo  thoroughly  convinced  of  the  impropriety  of 
reading  the  letter,  from  the  nature  of  the  paflages  already  re- 
cited, that  if  the  noble  Earl  perfifted,  he  would  immediately 
move  that  the  Houfe  be  cleared. 

Lord  Douglas  (Earl  of  Moreton)  contended  againft  the 
reading  of  the  letter. 

A  fort  of  general  concurrence  was  fignified,  that  the  letter 
fhould  no  further  be  proceeded  in,  whereupon  the  Earl  faid, 
he  was  far  from  wifhing  to  perfifl  in  reading  a  letter,  which 
their  Lord(hips  were  unwilling  to  hear,  but  the  part  that  fol- 
lowed was  rather  calculated  to  excUe  hope  than  defpondency^ 

The  Duke  oi  Leeds  having,  juft  at  this  point  encouraged 
the  reading  of  the  letter  which  was  revolted  at,  rofe  to  declare, 
that  what  had  been  already  read  of  the  letter  was  infinitely  more 
improper  in  his  opinion,  than  the  mere  ftatemcnt  of  the  num- 
ber of  troops  for  the  defence  of  the  North  of  Ireland.  In  fad, 
the  letter  ought  not  to  have  been  fuffered  to  be  read  at  all. 

The  Marquis  oi  Lan/down  exprefTed  his  furprize  that  Mi-  . 
nifters  would  not  give  the  public  any  fatisfafliou  upon  fubjeds 
fo  interefting  to  the  country,  and  tliat  they  even  carried  their 
difpofition  to  fecrecy  fo  far  that  they  put  a  negative  upon  infor- 
mation, when  it  was  offered  from  another  quarter.  As  they 
had,  however,  been  fo  forward  in  fupprefRng  the  information, 
which  was  honefUy  and  difinterefVedly  offered  by  his  noble  and 
worthy  friend,  who  had  juft  fat  down,  he  did  not  coniider  it 
prefumptuous  to  expe£t  that  they  would  have  the  gracious  con- 

.  defc^ntion 
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dcfccntion  to  give  what  thevthemfclves  thought  fafetobegiven. 
He  wiihed  rather  to  hear  than  to  fpcak,  and  he  had  come  down 
on  that  day,  fondly  prepouefied  with  an  idea,  that  fome  notice 
would  be  given  by  his  Majefty's  Minifters,  that  a  negociation 
had  commenced  between  thi^  country  and  France,  or  at. lead 
tliat  overtmresfor  a  negociation  had  been  made  by  his  Majefty's 
Mtmflers.  vA  month  had  pafled  fmce  it  had  been  known  a 
feparate  peace  had  been  entered  into  between  France  and 
Au(lria,  and  yet  nothing  had  tranfpired  with  refpefk  to  peaoe 
with  this  country.  Had  this  been  announced  he  ihould  not  have 
troubled  them  on  the  prefent  evening,  with  what  he  heard  of 
a  perfon  from  Italy  interfering  on  behalf  of  this  country.  He 
confeiTed  that  he  had  no  other  ground  for  the  fuppofition^  than 
general  report,  which  to  a  willing  mind  was  often  apt  to  go 
for  more  than  it  was  worth.  What  could  retard  propor- 
tions for  negociation,  he  was  utterly  at  a  lofs  to  divine ; 
the  original  caufes  of  the  war  no  longer  exiftcd  ;  we  had  no 
longer  the  opening  of  the  Scheldt  to  relift  ;  ftic  territory. of 
Savoy  no  longer  fbimed  a  topic  for  delibemtion  ;  the  fate  of  the 
Low  Countries,  he  was  afraid/was  already  decided  ^  deferted 
by  all  our  allies,  we  had  only  our  own  intereft  to  care  for ;  the 
caufe  of  the  delay,  therefore,  to  him,  was  utterly  inexplicable. 
Miniders  furely  could  not  be  abfurd  enough  to  be  waiting  for 
the  mediation  of  fome  northern  powers,  who  knew  nothing 
about  the  fettlements  which  were  to  be  thefubje6l  of  difcuflion 
between  this  country  and  France  ;  bdides,  in  nine  cafe$  out  of 
ten,  thefe  mediations  tended  rather  to  retard  than  accelerate 
the  ohjeft  to  which  they  were  dire£led.  Allies,  now  we  had 
none  !  God  knows  we  had  had  enough  of  the  in  !  He  was  a  good 
deal  furprifed  to  hear  a  noble  and  truly  refpcaable  Lord  (Lord 
Roraney)  fay,  that  Auftria  might  ftill  he  our  ally.  He  trufted 
that  Minifters  had  not  the  madnefs  to  attempt  to  make  Auftria 
renew  the  conteft.  He  reminded  their  Lordfliips  of  the  bad 
faith  of  the  allies  with  which  we  had  adted  before,  notwith- 
ftandingtlic  firm  perfuafion  expreffed  by  his  Majefty's  Mini- 
fters of  their  undoubted  honour  a7id  fmcerity  ;  he  remembered 
its  having  l>een  ftated,  that  it  was  quite  impoflible  for  the  king 
of  Sardinia  to  defert  us.  He  was  told  alfo  that  tlie  Minifters 
of  his  Pruflian  Majefty  were  the  beft  and  moft  honourable 
Minifters  in  Europe !  when  he  had  talked  of  a  fubfidy  being 
fent  to  the  king  of  Prufiia,  Minifters  exclaimed,  *'  fubfidy  I 
Do  you  call,  it-a  fubfidy  ?  It  is  a  cheap  oeconomical  contra^." 
They  had  had  plenty  of  contrafts  of  this  nature  ;  whether  it 
was  a  cheap  one  or  not  he  could  not  fay  ;  perhaps  it  was  more 
GBconomical  than  fome  oCthofe  which  bad  been  entered  into 
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in  St.  Domingo.  Auftria,  our  faithful  ally,  had  alfo  deferted 
us.  It  might  be  faid,  *'  it  is  an  ill  wind  that  blows  nobody 
good,"  and  that  as  we  have  hitherto  been  fending  money  out 
of  the  country  we  may  now  expedl;  that  it  will  return.  He 
expe£ted  to  hear  that  the  fiank  of  Vienna,  that  Bank  whofe 
foiidity.  was  fo  highly  extolled,  upon  the  return  of  peace 
would  haverefumed  its  payments,  and  that  not  only  the  in* 
tereft  of  the  money  we  have  lent  to  the  Emperor  will  be  punc-* 
tnally  paid,  bat  that  the  capital  will  be  gradually  liquidated. 
••  Not  one  word  fays  the  noble  Secretary  to  this,'*  exclaimed 
the  Marquis.  •' I  fee  he  fmilcs,  however.  It  is  really  good 
fun!  A  jolly  piece  of  bufinefs  !  An  excellent  joke  !  Weil  he 
may  laugh  at  having  fo  dexteroufly  cheated  the  country  out  of 
fix  millions  of  money,  and  the  country  defervcs  to  be  cheated 
while  they  fubmit  to  be  taxed  in  wind  and  in  air  without  one 
murmur  againft  the  authors  of  the  oppreffion."  As  to  the 
pFofpedls  of  peace,  he  obferved,  that  he  had  the  fin  upon  his. 
head  of  believing  that  the  French  Government  were  always 
inclined  to  pacification,  and  he  recommended  it  to  his  Majefty'i 
^Minifters  to  make  a  open  unreferved  declaration,  ftating  their 
inclination  to  enter  into  ncgociation,  which,  if  it  ferved  no 
other  purpofe,  would  at  leaft  folve  a  problem  which  never  yet 
has  been  folved,  namely  what  we  are  fighting  for  ?  It  had  been 
faid,  fhould  this  country  he  tricked  into  a  peace,  he  would 
anfwer,  that  other  powers  had  been  tricked  into  it,  and 
had  left  ys  to  carry  on  the  war  alone.  He  maintained 
it  would  he  wife  in  this  couittry  to  tell  the  French  nation 
that  peace  was  of  importance  to  us ;  it  was  of  confequence 
to  know  whether  the  French  were  difpofed  to  yield  to 
moderate  terms  of  peace,  in  order,  that  on  the  contrary,  we 
might  arm  with  determined  vigour,  and  oppofe  the  enemy 
with  enthufiafm ;  and  in  order  that  after  a  conteft  of  four 
years,  in  which  we  have  been  abandoned  by  every  one  of  our 
allies,  we  (honid  at  laft  know,  as  he  had  before  faid,  what  we 
were  fighting  for.  He  deprecated  that  fyftcm  of  myfteriouf- 
nefs  which  had  been  affamed  \vith  regard  to  the  failors.  Not 
having  been  in  town  when  the  affair  of  the  difcbntents  of 
the  feamen  broke  out,  he  mighravoid  faying  any  thing  on  that 
fubjeft,  but  he  owned  that  had  he  been  in  the  Houfe  when  the 
difcontents  on  board  the  fleet  firft  came  under  public  difcuf- ' 
fion,  he  ftlould  havefpoken  his  opinion  freely  upon  them,  and 
even  have  gone  farther  than  a  noble  Duke,  who  had  been  cen- 
fured  for  raflinefs  upon  the  occafion.  He*  was  of  opinion  flill' 
that  the  matter  fhould  undergo  Parliamentary  inveftigation, 
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in  order  that  the  real  caufe  of  the  calamity  Oiould  be  afccr- 
tained.  If  the  momenta  queflion  had  been  a&ed  by  Par- 
liament on  the  fubje£l  it  had  been  fairly  anfvvered  by  Miniflers, 
the  circum fiances  which  had  occurred  might  have  been  avoid- 
ed. Mydery  always  produced  doubt  and  diflruft.  It  was  a 
maxim  he  had  ever  taught  his  children,  whenever  they  got 
into  a  fcrape,  to  tell  the  truth  ;  it  was  a  charm  that  would 
always  extricate  them.  Difintereilednefs  was  peculiarly  the 
charafterof  fcamen,  and  they  (hould  have  dealt  with  them 
upon  that  principle.  Parliament  had  a  right  to  examine  and 
know  every  circumftance  refpeSing  the  diforders  which  had 
taken  place,  thcvt  vvere  various  reports  in  circulation  refpeft- 
ing  them,  and  it  was  therefore  due  to  the  officers  of  the  navy, 
to  the  admiralty,  and  to  the  failors,  that  an  examination  of 
the  caufes,  which  had  produced  fuch  difturbances,  (hould  take 
place*  He  alluded  to  a  propofition  which  he  had  made  two 
years  ago,  in  which  he  had  dated  the  neceffity  of  forae  altera- 
tion in  the  navy  ;  and  with  refpeft  to  the  army,  the  commif- 
floners  of  accounts  had  ftated  to  the  Houfe,  that  the  mode  of 
their  pay  was  fo  complicated,  fo  replete  with  myftery  aifd 
fraud,  as  to  call  aloud  for  fome  regulation.  As  to  French  gold 
having  been  at  the  bottom  of  the  revolt  of  the  failors,  as  fug- 
gefted  by  a  noble  Lord  (Lord  Romn^yJ  he  could  not  credit 
the  idi^a.  Britiih  feamen  were  too  open,  too  honed  and  too 
difinterefted  to  warrant  the  fuggeftion.  Loyalty  >yas  the  chief 
feature  in  the  character  of  that  valuable  clafs  of  men,  and  they 
carried  it  fo  far,  that  it  was  notorioully  the  fir  ft  and  moft  cf- 
fential  ingredient  of  their  toafts,  their  fongs,  and  their  merri- 
ment. They  of  courfc  could  not  be  eafily  led  to  entertain 
doubts  of  the  fmcerity  of  his  Majefty's  Minifters  with  refpe£t 
to  the  conceflions  they  demanded,  were  they  not  in  a  certain 
degree  warranted  by  the  dilatory  condud  of  Government  on 
that  very  important  occafion,  and  by  the  want  of  publicity 
and  difpitch,  to  give  them  fatisfaflion.  He  was  juftified  in 
declaring  on  the  authority  of  the  ableft  and  moft  enlightened 
men  in  I| eland,  that  that  country  was  then  placed  in  a  Ctua- 
tion  of  the  moft  imminent  danger.  He  had  in  his  pochet  the 
refolutions  lately  entered  into  on  that  interefting  fubjeS  by 
the  Gentlemen  of  the  bar  of  Dublin,  than  whom  there  did  not 
any  where  exift  a  more  impartial,  more  independent,  or  a  more 
enlightened  fet  of  men.  li  was  not  yet  publiflied  in  this  coun- 
try, and  though  he  flioulJ  not  now  trefpafs  on  their  Lordfhips 
by  a  perutalofit,  he  would  earneftly  recommend  it  to  their 
fcrious  attention,  hoping  that  their  Lordftiips  would  read  it 
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over  again  and  again.     They  ftated,  in  the  moft  energetic  and 
admirable  ianguage,  tlie  vaft  perils  to  which  thatopprefled 
natioti   was  fubjeded.     Since  he  had  alluded  to  thefe  refolu- 
tions,  he  was  conc^^rncd  to  find  that  a  noble  Duke  (the  Duke 
of  Portland)  was  not  then  in  his   place,  as  he  might,  from 
having  tlie  fubjcft  of  the  refolations  recommended  to  his  con* 
fideration,  reap  confiderable  benefit  from  attending  to  them. 
But  perhaps  the  noble  Duke  was  employed  in  a  more  inte- 
refting  manner.     U  was  not  improbable  but  he  might  be  then 
engai^td  in  fettling  the  pari(h  i^tes  of  Mary-le-bonne,  or  in 
fpeculating  on  the  probable  advantages  arifing  from  a  revolu- 
tion, on  the  fame   principles  of  profit,  as  thofe  by  which  his 
Dutch  anceftors  acquired  their  pofleffions.     He  could  not,  he 
was  convinced,  exprefs  in  a  manner  too  forcible,  the  dangers 
likely  to  rife  from  the  meafures  purfued  by  his  Majefty's  Mi- 
.niftcrswith  refpeft  to  Ireland.     They  were  evidently  laying 
the  rooted  principle  of  animofity   between  both  kingdoms,  by- 
fending  over  troops  thither ;  and  after  what  had  taken  place  in 
Ireland,  there  was  no  fecurity  even  for  what  might  take  place 
in  this  country;  the  diffenters  of  this  country  he  knew  were 
It^yal  and  prudefit ;  but  whenever  Englifli  or  Irifti  blood  was 
dr^wn,  who  could  anfwer  for  the  manner  in  which  it  might 
afie^L  their  minds.     He  was  fure  meafures  were  now  adopting 
of  the  moft  dangerous  nature.     The  fending  over  to  Ireland 
fencibles  and  officers  of  rank  to  bathe  their  fwords  in  blood, 
God  knew  what  might  be  the  confequence.     The  Marquis 
recommended  to  his  Majefty's  Miniftcrs  the  advice  given  by 
Mr.  Neckar,  to  kings  on  the  fubjedt  of  coercion.     That  wife 
ftatefman  whofe   experience   in  one  of  the  fevereft  fchools  of 
adverlity  ever. entered,  made  what  he  faid  of  great  authority, 
ftrongly  advifed  them  not  to  provoke  the  people ;  to  avoid, 
with  the  utmoft  caution,  coercion  of  every  kind,  and  to  adopt 
conciliatory  meafures,  even  in  cafes  of  the  moft  prefiing  nature, 
as  the  moft  eft'ecSlual  means  to  make  their  fubjcfts  comply  with 
their  juft  views,  and  reconcile  them  to  a  ftate  of  peace  and 
tranquillity.     Buonaparte  had  unqueft  ion  ably  been  the  moft 
formidable  enemy  this  country  had  to  contend  with.     That 
celebrated  General  had  over- run  a  vaft  extent  of  country,  and 
reduced  upwards  of  two  millions  of  people,  and  who  had  been 
the  caufc  of  thofe  fucceffes?  Certainly  the  noble  Lord  (Lord 
Grenville)  who  had  provoked  hoftilities,  and' who  by, the  fame 
mode  of  reafoning,  had  even  out  done  Buonaparte;  forlhe  French 
had,  by  his  friendly  affiftancc,  not  only  added  to  their  pofteihons 
three  times  the  extent  of  territory  acquired  by  Buonaparte,  but 
Vol.  111.  1797.  3  A  bad 
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had  alfo  experienced  an  increafe  of  three  times  the  number 
of  their  population.  The  noble  Lord  might,  therefore  be 
juftly  entitled  to  have  a  ftatue  erc<9cd  to  liim  in  the  Panthe- 
on, for  achievements  in  favour  of  the  French  Republic,  and 
Buonapurte  himfelf  could  not  be  fuppofed  to  envy  fuch  a 
meafurc,  to  the  merit  of  vhich  he  was  bound  both  as  a  friend 
to  his  country,  and  an  admirer  of  heroifm,  to  fubfcribe. 

Lord  Romney  rofe  to  explam,  declaring  he  wiflied  to  (land 
well  in  the  opinidn  of  the  noble  Marquis.  In  cxprefling  a  hope 
that  Auftria  might  {lill  prove  our  ally,  he  did  not,  he  faic}, 
mean  that  he  hoped  AuAria  would  renew  the  war  with  France, 
but  that  ir  her  negociations  with  that  power,  (he  would  ferve 
this  country  by  laying  the  ground  for  a  general  peace,  and  in 
regard  to  what  he  had  faid,  of  French  gold  having  been  at  the 
bottom  of  the  difcontents  of  the  feamcn,  he  had  not  meant  to 
infmuate  that  Britifh  failors  had  been  bribed  by  the  French, 
and  by  that  means  excited  to  mutiny,  but  that  French  gold  had 
caufed  the  agents  and  emiffaries  of  that  power  to  poifon  the 
mindsof  our  brave  tars,  and  fill  them  with  unjuft  prejudices 
-and  difcontents. 

The  Duke  of  Grafton  faid,  that  he  meant  explicitly  to 
declare  it  as  his  opinion,  that  the  prefent  Minifters  could  not 
longer  continue  in  office  without  imminent  danger  to  the 
coimtry.  His  gloom  of  mind  and  his  fufpicions  of  their  de- 
figns  began  with  the  prefent  war,  and  had  been  continued 
through  all  its  progrefs.  It  was  now  come  to  the  crifis  of 
the  country,  and  he  thought  that  the  Crown,  as  well  as  the 
people,  could  only  be  faved  by  their  retirement,  with  which 
his  gloom  would  ceafe. 

Lord  GrenvilU  rofe,  and  faid,  that  in  the  poftfcript  to  the 
fpecch  of  the  ,nobIe  Duke,  the  teal  jet  and  objeft  of  the  quef- 
tion  had  cnmp  out.  It  was  a  perfonal  attack  u|X)n  the  King's' 
Minifters,  by  a  fctnf  men,  who  fancied  tkat  they  were  better 
qualified  to  fill  thtir  places,  and  vv>io  wifhed  to  introduce  their 
new-^'anj;Ied  fvllem  ufi  rbc  ruin  of  t'.ie  B^'tifh  conftitution.  He 
declared  his  conviftion,  that  the  melancholy  tone  of  diftrefs 
which  was  imputed  to  the  cbuntry  began  and  ended  with  the 
noble  Lords  v\h>  fnppbrtcd  the  motion.  He  had  particularly 
forborne  to  enter  into  the  confidcration  of  the  queflion,  that 
other  perfons  lefs  immediately  intercfted  might  decide  on  the 
merits  of  it,  rather  than  that  he  himfelf  fhould  be  forced  to 
enter  into  a  juftification  of  his  own  condud,  and  of  thofe 
with  whom  he  had  the  honour  to  co-operate.  He  would 
candidly  admh  that  were  the  queftron  to  be  carried  in  the  alf- 
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firmatiye,  it  would  give  him  the  mod  ferious  and  heartfelt 
concern.  To  be  deprived  of  the  power  of  rendering  every 
fervice  within  the  fcope  of  his  abilitiesy  both  to  his  country 
and  to  his  mod  gracious  mafter,  who  was  amply  entitled  to 
his  bed  exertions,  in  a  moment  of  great  and  unexampled  dif- 
ficulty, would  indeed  be  the  hcavielt  misfortune  he  could 
poflibly  experience.  He  therefore  entertained  the  mod  fan- 
guine  hopes  that  the  quedion  would  be  negatived,  not  cer« 
tainly  on  account  of  any  regard  or  foIicLtude  a.  out  his  owa 
perfonal  views  or  cafe,  for  the  prefent  time  was  not  fit  for 
liich  condderations ;  but  that  he  might  remain  in  a  dtuatioa 
that  would  enable  him  to  give  his  hearty  and  efficient  fup- 
port  to  the  meafures  of  the  Executive  Government  for  the 
benefit  and  happinefs  of  the  community.  To  be  an  indif- 
ferent fpedator,  would  have  been  truly  an  afHidling  thought 
to  him,  but  to  be  an  a6iivc  iharer  at  a  crifls  of  fuch  magni- 
tude and  moment,  would  operate  on  his  mind  as  a  niod  con- 
ibling  and  fatisfadory  refledlion.  If  in  fad,  his  Klajedy's 
Miniders  had  ever  oppofed  thofe  noxious  political  principles 
which  aimed  at  the  fubverfion  of  all  regular  governments, 
they  were  at  the  prefent  moment  more  urgently  called 
upon  to  continue  with  additional  alacrity  and  firmnefs  that 
conditutional  oppofition.  ^  He  flattered  himfelf  that  in  either 
point  of  view,  whether  in  the  confidcration  of  the  principles 
that  his  Majedy's  Miniders  had  maintained,  or  from  the  con- 
vidion  that  they  had  aded  confcientiouily  and  honedly  in 
the  bed  hope  of  ferving  the  country,  the  Houfc  would  give 
them  that  fupport,  with  which  they  had  hitherto  been  ac- 
cudomed  to  honour  them,  bince  he  had  been  thus  induced 
to  offer  himfelf  to  their  Lordihips  attention,  he  Ihould  make 
a  few  remarks  on  what  had  paJed  in  the  courfe  of  the  de- 
bate. On  the  quedion  the  happinefs  of  millions,  the  exid- 
cnce  of  the  country,  and  every  thing  that  made  the  country 
valuable  depended.  The  noble  Duke,  in  deploring  the  calami- 
ties of  the  prefent  war,  and  in  enumerating  the  didrelfes  pro- 
duced by  it,  had  merely  dated  arguments  which  would  apply 
with  equal  force  againd  the  profecution  of  any  war  whatever. 
Such  a  mode  of  reafoning  might,  on  principles  of  a  fimilar 
nature,  go  againd  the  fydem  of  warfare  altogether,  however 
jud,  however  called  for  by  the  mod  imperious  neceffity. 
But  did  the  noble  Duke's  argument  apply  to  the  prefent 
war,  which  had  not  only  been  commenced  on  the  ahfclute 
^roi|nd  of  neceffity,  but  had  been  approved  of  by  a  vad  roa« 
3  A  3  jority 
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jority  of  the  country,  and  profecuted  through  all  its  various 
ftages  with  the  concurring  and  moft  decifiTe  approbation  of 
Parliament  ?  He  believed,  that  the  noble  Duke  was  the  firft 
mai^  that  ever  proceeded  to  move  any  vote  of  cenfure  againft 
Minifters  without  giving  them  fome  previous  notice  of  it. 
But  he  had  chofen  to  ad  a  part  peculiar  to  himfeU  alone, 
and  had  thought  proper  to  ground  his  accufation  on  the  ex* 
cefs  of  expencesi  which,  from  the  nature  of  them,  it  wa» 
totally  impoflible  to  forefee  or  to  provide  for  by  certain  efti- 
inates.  With  refpe£l  to  the  fubfidies  made  to  Pruflia,  on 
which  a  noble  Marquis  (the  Marquis  of  Lanfdown^  had  been 
pointedly  fevere,  he  (hould  merely  obferve,  that  without  any 
allufion  to  the  various  benefits  that  might  be  derived  from 
that.meafure,  there  was  one  in  whkh  men  the  moft  oppofite 
in  political  fentiments  could  fcarcely  think  differently,  and 
that  confided  in  its  being  the  bed  mode  of  hiring  troops  for 
the  public  fervice. 

With  reljpeft  to  our  alliance  with  Auftria,  could  the  noble 
Marquis  contend  that  we  had  not  by  the  wifdom  of  that  pro- 
ceeding, gained  great  and  fuccefHve  advantages  to  the  real 
interefts  of  the  nation  ?  The  noble  Lords  tonfidered  tt  as  a 
fettled  point,  that  the  removal  of  Minifters  would  be  grate- 
ful to  the  public  mind  ;  but  would  they  alfo  affirm,  that  it 
would  be  equally  grateful  to  the  public  mind,  if  they  them- 
felvcs  were  to  occupy  the  place  of  adminiftration  ?  The  con- 
duA  of  his  Majefty's  Minifters  had  fucceeded  in  preventing 
that  anarchy  to  which  the  language  of  thofc  who  oppofed 
them  ftrongly  tended.  He  had,  for  his  own  part,  often 
heard,  that  revolutionary  ideas  and  principles  had  made  a 
confiderable  progrefs  in  the  country,  but  to  what  bold  lengths 
they  extended,  he  had  until  that  night  little  conception.  He 
could  no  longer  dift)elieve  it,  fince  the  noble  Earl  (Lord 
Guildford)  told  them  in  a  ftyle  of  fuch  impreflive  authority, 
that  revolutionary  principles  were  gaining  ground  every  day, 
and  that  great  and  awful  changes  were,  about  to  take  place. 
What  he  would  afk  was  the  conduft  of  the  fame  noble  Lords 
with  refpeft  to  the  prefent  fituation  of  Ireland  ?  They  rafhly 
propofed  a  direft  interference  in  the  internal  concerns  of 
that  kingdom,  after  a  moft  unqualifietl  recognition  of  its  in- 
dependence. If  their  Lordflilps  had  a  right  to  interfere  in 
any  cafe,  that  cafe  could  only  confift  in  an  interference  to  pro- 
ted  and  maintain  the  rights  of  his  Majefty,  and  of  the  Par- 
liament of  Ireland,  and  if  the  Government  here  had  been 
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able  to  fend  any  force  for  the  purpofe  of  faving  Ireland  from 
confufion,  rapine,  and  defolationy  fuch  a  condu£t  was,  in  his 
opinion^  a  frefh  caufe  for  unity  and  amity  between  both  na- 
tions. 

A  noble  Marquis  had,  in  the  warmth  of  expreflToni  called 
Ireland  an  opprelTed  country.  But  what  was  the  nature  of 
that  oppreiTion  ?  Was  it  oppreflTion  in  the  mind  of  the  noble 
Marquisy  to  fuffer  the  I^giflature  of  that  country  to  make 
laws  for  itfelf  ?  It  was  indeed  a  very  ftrange  topic  to  bring 
forward,  after  all  the  various  arguments  which  had  occurred 
on  it,'  and  after  all  the  experience  which  their  Lordlhips 
muil  have  had  refpedling  the  nature  of  it.  But  that  was  not 
all — the  noble  Marquis  profeflTed  to  talk  of  co'nciliation, 
and  feemed  dcfirous  to  have  it  confidercd  as  his  favourite 
theme,  yet  while  he  dealt  in  profeflions  he  in  reality  fought 
out  with  uncommon  induftry  every  principle  of  latent  evil> 
and  (hewed  his  rooted  defire  to  fruftrate  the  great  end  of  con- 
ciliation. When,  therefore,  he  conGdered  the  prefent  fitua* 
lion  of  public  affairs,  and  turned  his  thoughts  to  all  the  con- 
fequences  likely  to  refult  from  a  bafe  and  fervile  compli- 
ance with  the  leading  do£lrines  of  the  day,  he  (hould  boldly 
fay,  that  his  Ma[<fiy*s  Minifters  would  not  tamely  defert  th;U 
honourable  pod  which  they  had  hitherto  filled,  by  direding 
all  their  efforts  to  the  prefervation  of  the  Conftitution,  and 
the  permanent  happlnefs  of  the  people.  He  (hould  think  it 
extremely  unfit  for  him  to  draw  a  comparifon  between  his 
own  capacity  and  that  of  any  of  the  noble  Lords  who  uni- 
formly oppofed  his  Majefty's  Minifters,  but  on  the  ground 
of  zeal  for  the  real  im^rells  of  the  State,  and  of  a  decided 
;ind  unalterable  refolutioq  to  oppofe  by  the  mod  unweairied 
exertions,  and  the  moft  vigorous  efforts,  thofe  principles 
which  ftruck  at  the  very  exlftence  of  the  Conftitution,  and 
which  went  to  the  eftablifhment  of  anarchy  ;  he  would 
maintain  that  he  was  inferior  to  none.  A  reform  of  Parlia- 
ment was  a  chief  meafure  propofed  by  noble  Lords,  and  to 
that  meafure  he  (hould  give  a  plain  anfwer.  ,  He  had  ever 
eppofed  that  innovation  as  a  complete  alteration  of  the  Con- 
ftitution.  To  fome  noble  Lords  who  appeared  ftrongly  to 
hold  forth  its  i>ece(fity,  he  would  calmly  appeal  to  their  own 
m^nds,  whether  in  the  firft  place  any  two  perfons  were 
agreed  as  to  the  plan?  And  fecondly,  if  they  were  fo,  whether 
that  plan  could  be  carried  into  cfkSt  without  any  thing  further 
being  purfued  ?  For  his  part  he  was  fo  convinced  of  the 
^ngcr  of  innoysitioa,  that  ho  knew  what  commenced  with 

reform, 


376  WOODFALLS  PARLIAMENTARY  REPORTS  [Lotos, 

icforni,  concluded  with  revolution.  He  had  even  oppofed  a" 
temperate  reform,  but  that  offered  for  difCuilion  was  above 
all  others  peculiarly  objedlionable.  It  went  to  pluck  up  by 
the  roots  every  right  planted  by  the  Conftitution — it  went  to 
deftroy  the  moft  eflcntial  principles  of  liberty  and  property 
— it  went  to  disfranehife  a  corporation,  to  deftroy  chartered 
rights,  to  eftablifh  diftri&s,  or  to  characterize  them  more 
properly,  departments,  throughout  the  whole  country,  and  as 
one  member  could  only  reprefvnt  one  department,  it  went 
tp  change  every  elcdion  over  the  kingdom  into  the  nature  of 
a  Weftminfter  eledlion,  with  the  benefits  of  which  every 
one  of  their  Lordihips  was  necefl'arily  acquainted.  At  this 
moment  faid  his  Lordlhip,  it  is  the  duty  of  every  member  of 
each  Houfe,  inftead  ot  weakening  the  hands  of  Goverhmcnt 
by  ill  timed  motions,  to  rally  round  the  Throne,  to  give  ad- 
ditional ftrength  to  the  Executive  Power,  and  by  an  ex- 
ample at  once  dutiful  ajid  glorious,  fupport  that  Conftitu- 
tion, which  has  been  framed  by  our  anceftors,  and  which 
we  are  bound  to  tranfmit  unaltered  to  our  lateft  poftcrity. 
Speculation,  obferved  his  Lordfhip,  was  fure  to  open  the 
■way  to  the  horrors  of  Revolution,  and  who  can  ftop  the  tor- 
rent when  once  it  burfts  ?  The  reft>rm  piopofed  would  de- 
ftroy every  Corporation  in  the  country,  would  be  the  ruin 
of  every  eftablifliment,  would  have  a  tendency  to  divide  the 
country  in  diftricts  and  departments,  anil  in  fliort  introduce 
all  the  anarchy  of  an  unqualified,  and  furious  democracy. 
His  Lordfhip  obferved  that  the  prefent  mode  of  voting  gave 
by  fome  means  or  other  an  influence  at  eledlions  to  every 
man  ;  but  that  univerfal  fuffragc  would  deftroy  itfelf.  Par- 
liament, he  would  again  and  again  contend,  did  not  poflels 
fo  unlimited,  fo  extraordinary  a  power,  as  to  authorize  fuch 
a  reform.  Lord  Grenville  concluded  by  entreating  their 
Lordfhip  to  refleS,  that  if  they  once  opened  the  flood-gate 
to  innovation,  the  torrent  of  anarchy  \yould  fpread  fo  forci- 
bly and  fo  wide,  that  it  would  not  be  in  the  power  of  their 
Lordftiips,  by  oppofmg  their  feeble  hands  as  a  barrier  to 
deftrudion,  to  prevent  the  Con(Htution  from  being  over- 
whelmed in  general  ruin.  From  the  levity  difplayed  by  the 
noble  Marquis  in  the  early  part  of  his  fpeech,  and  by  his 
even  condefcending  to  mimicry,  he  faid,  he  had  been  led  to 
think  that  the.  noble  Marquis  defigned  to  cheer  the  minds  of 
their  Lordfhips  by  acting  a  farce  after  the  deep  tragedy 
that  had  been  exhibited  by  the  noble  Duke,  who  fpoke  be- 
fore him  (th^  Duke  of  Grafton)  but  the  ferious  and  alarming 
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manner  in  which  the  noble.  Marquis  immediately  afterwards 
treated  fcveral  of  the  moft  delicate  and  dangerous  topics  ever 
touched  on  inidebate,  foon  dillipated  the  fmiles  his  ludicrous 
manner  had  excited. 

The  Marquis  of  Lanfdown  rofe  to  explain,  and  faid  he  had 
forgot  the  queftion  of  reform  in  his  firft  fpeech  ;  he  had 
been  a  friend  to  the  meafure  fmce  even  before  the  noble 
Duke  (Bedford)  was  born,  and  he  was  happy  to  leave  it  in 
fuch  hands  as  thofc  ot  his  Grace  and  of  a  refpcctablc  member 
for  one  of  the  Univerfitics  in  the  other  Houfe  (Sir  W.  Dol- 
ben)  who  had  lately  been  made'a  convert.  He  applauded 
Mr.  Grey's  motives  and  manner  of  propofing  his  plan  ;  but 
he  was  of  opinion,  that  any  thing  elfe  than  a  gradual  reform 
would  be' dangerous,  and  he  therefore  wilhcd  reform  to  be  made 
while  it  could  be  done  gradually,  and  not  to  delay  its  ncccf- 
fity  till  it  would  burft  all  bounds.  On  this  point,  the  Marquis 
again  particularly  recommended  a  wife  book,  juft  publifhed 
on  the  French  Revolution,  by  M.  Neckar,  who  gave  his 
opinion,  that  if  the  King  of  France  had  conceded  in  time, 
the  Revolution  would  not  have  taken  place  ;  but  the  French 
Court,  like  the  Englifti  Cabinet  refu fed  making  popular  re- 
forms till  it  was  too  late. 

The  Duke  of  Leeds  rofe  to  repel  the 'idea  that  the  exig- 
ence of  the  Conftiiution  was  infcparably  conncflcd  with  the 
continuance  of  the  prefent  Miniftry  in  pov/er.  The  ConfJ- 
tution,  he  hoped  and  believed,  depended  on  ilfelf  alone,  that 
with  regard  to  its  permanency  it  was  almoft  equally  indif- 
ferent who  held  the  reins  of  adminiftration.  His  Majefly's 
Minifters  had  certainly  been  unfortunate,  to  fay  no  more  of 
it,  in  the  conduft  and  confequcnces  of  the  war,  but  he  fliil 
gave  them'  credit  for  their  intentions.  He  verily  believed 
they  meant  for  the  beft,  and  that  in  various  inftances,  adverfe 
circimiftances  which  they  could  neither  forefee  nor  controui, 
had  intervened  and  foiired  the  pubVic  mind.  There  was 
furcly  a  wide  dininclion  between  misfortune  and  incapacity, 
and  candour  required  that  this  diftinflion  (hould  ever  be  held 
in  mind.  A  noble  Marquis  had  faid,  that  the  ftatuc  of  the 
noble  Secretary  of  State  was  entitled  to  be,  placed  in  the  Pan- 
theon of  Paris,  as  a  companion  to  the  ftatue  of  Buonaparte. 
There  certainly  wa<5  ron^^'  -  i'.  as  well  as  fome  juftnefs  in  the 
obfervation,  but  the  noble  Marquis  would,  he  hoped,  allow, 
that  room  ought  to  be  made  for  the  ftatues  of  the  oppofiiion, 
as  reprefcntatives  of  public  men,  who  at  lead  equally  con- 
duced to  promote  the  intercfts  of  France.     The  Duke  took 
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notice  of  the  d'rftin&bn  to  be  drawn  between  thofe  who  oppo^ 
cd  particular  meafures  and  upon  principle,  and  thofe  who  uni- 
.  formly  were  in  oppofition  to  evwy  adminiftration.  He  mientioned 
having  himfclfbecn  in  Oppofition  once,  when  a  member  of  the 
Houfeof  Commons^and  he  Jcarnt  as  that  time, that  the  motives  of 
every  man  in  oppofition  were  not  always  to  be  juftified;  neceifity 
*•  makes  men  acquainted  with  ftrange  bedfeJlows/'  asTrinculo 
fays  of  mifcry  in  the  Tempeft,  when  he  covers  himfcif  from 
the  ftofm  by  hiding  under  Caliban's  gaberdine.  He  then 
formed  one  in  a  very  mixed  circle,  and  acquired  fome  political . 
intelligence  which  he  Qiould  not  eafily  forget.  That  the  war 
was  provoked,  and  was  therefore  juft  and  neccffary  he  had  al- 
ways conceived  ;  iliat  it  was  ill-condufted,  he  was  foriy  to  fay, 
he  felt  but  too  much  reafon  to  affert.  A  caufe  of  the  misfor- 
tunes of  the  country  had  been  prevalent  which  had  never  been 
mentioned,  and  the  very  naming  of  it  would,  he  was  aware« 
•  appear  fmgular.  It  was  that  "  feniiment*'  was  the  ground  of 
proceeding.  He  knew  it  was  an  odd  ufe  of  the  term,  and  per- 
haps the  firft  time  that  fcntimem  ever  was  fuppofed  to  be  the 
caufe  of  fuch  ferious  mifchlef.  With  regard  to  the  idea  of 
Parliamentary  Reform,  he  had  ever  confidered  it  as  a  moftdan* 
gerous  remedy  to  refort  to.  It  was  a  popular  thepd?  eafily  to 
be  theoretically  expatiated  on,  but  difficult  indeed  to  be^prRcti- 
cally  put  in  execution.  From  the  commencement  of  his  poli- 
tical life,  while  a  Member  of  the  Houfe  of  Common^,,  he  had 
uniformly  oppofed  every  propofition  of  that  lendencf,  from  a 
convi(9.ion  of  its  impradticabiJity  ;  and,  not  having  yet-abandoo- 
cd  his  opinions,  he  deprecated  every  propofu ion' that  tended  to  a 
change  in  jxjpular  rcprefcntation.  His  Lordihip  then  (aid,  that 
lie  gave  Minifters  ample  credit  for  their  inientions,^though  they 
had  been  extremely  unfortunate  in  the  effedl  of^heir  meafures, 
but  that  he  could  not  agree  to  give  his  vote  for  the  Addrefs,  and 
wifhed  his  Majcfty's  Minillers  would  permit  hiia  to  uuove  the 
previous  queftion.- 

Lord  Grcnvllle  rofe  to  explain,  and  faid,  he  pcrfe£lly  agreed 
with  the  noble  Duke  that  the  Conftitution  by  no  means  de- 
pended on  this  or  that  fet  of  men  being  in  Adminifl ration.  He 
never  had  entertained  fuch  an  opinion,  much  lefs  aflerted  it  in 
argument.  He  had  only  declared,  that  it  would  be  painful  in- 
deed to  his  mind,  at  a  moment  fo  arduous  and  fo  critical  as  the 
prcfent,  to  be  prevented  from  exerting  every  faculty  he  had  in 
the  fervice  of  his  gracious  Matter.  Thank  God  !  the  prefer- 
vation  of  the  Conftitution  did  not  reflrupon  any  fuch  point,  as 
the  confid^ration  of  who  was  or  who  was  not  in  the  King's  fer- 
vice j  abflraded  equally  from  thofe  who  had  ngw  the  honour 
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to  advife  hts  Majefty,  and  thofe  who  Aood  forward  as  their  im- 
mediate  and  inveterate  opponents,  there  were,  douhtlefs,  many 
men  in  the  two  Houfcs  of  Parliament  of  great  wifdom,  great 
virtue,  and  great  abilities^  fully  equal  to  the  taik,  and  who 
would  dtfcliarge  it  with  unaueAionable  fidelity  and  the  utmoft 
integrity.  He  could  only  fay,  that  09  men  placed  in  the  (itu* 
ation  which  he  and  his  colleagues  had  the  honour  to  fill, 
could  difchargc  their  duty  with  more  T&eal ;  and  if  a  new  fyf- 
tem  of  Government  was  to  be  introduced  which  had  been  re* 
commeuded  by  the  noble  Duke  and  the  noble  Marquis,  ever  j 
thing  dangerous  to  the  Cbnftitution  and  the  country  was  to  be 
apprehended. 

Lord  R(tu/£ion{E2r\  of  Moira)  faid,  if  the  noble  Secretary  of 
State  had  not  given  the  explanation  the  Houfe  had  juft  heantl,h6 
fhould  have  drawn  the  fame  conclufion  thpt  the  noble  Duke  had 
done,  and  have  underftood  the  noble  Secretary  of  State  to  hav€ 
identified  the  exiftence  of  the  Conftitution  with  the  exifiencd 
ef  the  prefent  Adminiflration  ;  for  to  his  conception,  atleafl:, 
in  the  noble  Lord's  former  fpecch,  he  did  fay  fomething  that 
founded  very  like  an  aiTertion  that  the  Government  of  the 
country  and  the  prefent  Minifters  muft  ftand  or  fall  together: 
an  aflertion  as  arrogant  and  prefumptuous  as  it  was  unwarrant* 
able  and  unfounded.  Nor  could  he  admit  that  the  King's  fer- 
-vants  had  a  right  to  take  credit  for  that  profpcrity  antecedent  to 
the  war,  which  indifputably  arofe  from  the  energy  and  enter- 
prize  of  our  merchants,  which  in  favourable  limes  would  even 
give  vigour  to  our  commerce,  and  which  could  only  fail  when 
cramped  by  the  pervcrfe  conduft  of  Minifters.  The  noble  Se- 
cretary of  State  complained  of  the  motion  as  infll£ting  a  heavy 
cenfure  and  penalty  on  Minifters ;  it  was  meant  in  that  view, 
fmce  Minifters  had  incurred  a  heavy  penalty  by  the  fubyerfion 
of  our  credit,  the  difappointment  of  our  hopes,  and  the  failure 
of  every  obje<Jl,  with  the  attainment  of  which  they  had  flattered 
Chemfelves  and  the  country.  The  noble  Secretary  of  State  oppofed 
the  motion  on  the  ground  that,  if  it  were  acceded  to,  the  Conftitu- 
tion would  probably  be  overturned.  He  wodldeverohjeft  to  that' 
mode  of  argument ;  it  went  to  identify  Minifters  with  the  Con- 
ftitution, to  fink  the  confidence  of  the  country  in  its  own  re* 
fources,  and  in  the  frame  and  form  of  its  Government ;  an  argu- 
ment both  fallacious  and  pernicious,  becaufe,  if  it  pi  evaded,  all 
our  prefent  cvitsand  difafters  would  be  attributed  not  to  Minifters 
but  to  Government.  With  regard  to  the  war,  he  declared  he  had 
from  its  origin, difapproved  of  it ;  but  finding  that  hts  country 
bad  engaged  in  it«  he  thought  it  his  duty  to  offer  his  iervices^ 
and  every  ailiftance  in  his  power.     He'  bad  done  fo,  but  he 

Vol.  IIL  1797*  3  B  could 


3$e  WOODFALL'S  PARLIAMENTARY  REPORTS.  (Loso*, 

could  not  but  think  the  war  had  been  groffly  mifcondu£led. 
Ifinftead  of  employing  thofe  two  gallant  officers,  Sir  Charles 
Grey  and  Sir  John  Jervis,  with  fo  many  troops  in  the  Weft« 
Indies,  they  had  been  fent  to  affift  the  Royalifts  in  La  Vendee, 
the  fate  of  the  war  might  have  been  very  different,  and  the 
country  have  long  fipce  been  in  pofllflion  of  the  bleflings  of 
peace.  \Vith  refpe£t  to  Ireland,  of  which  he  would  fpeak 
with  caution,  the  number  of  thofe  in  that  kingdom  who  wifli- 
cd  for  a  feparation  from  Great-Britain  were  few  indeed,  but 
very  different  meafures  from  thofe  of  coercion  were  necelTary 
to  conciliate  the  difcontented  of  other  defcriptions.  That  the 
Catholics  were  well  inclined  was  evident  from  the  difplay  of 
their  loyalty  when  the  French  fleet  vifited  BantrV  Bay.  And 
what  was  the  return  ?  After  openly  acknowledging  their  zeal, 
their  attachment,  and  their  public  fpirit,  the  Minifter  for  Ire- 
land almoft  immediately  came  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons  and 
roundly  told  them,  that  they  were  to  expe<%  no  favour,  for 
none  would  be  granted  them.  His  Lf0rd(hip  expatiated  on  the 
ill  policy  of  fuch  conduS,  and  aiked,  if  it  was  in  human  na- 
ture to  fit  down  quietly  under  fuch  treatment  ?  In  order  to 
conciliate  the  different  parties  in  Ireland,  half  meafures  would 
he  of  no  avail ;  there  was  but  one.  method  to  be  taken :  to  grant 
the  Roman  Catholics  the  extent  of  their  demands,  which  they 
had  been  led  to  expedl,  with  an  openncfs  and  fimplicity  calcu- 
lated to  fatisfy  their  minds,  and  prevent  the  po/&bility  of  fuf* 
picion  of  delufion,  and  to  quiet  the  difcon tents  of  the  Proleft- 
ants  with  a  moderate  Parliamentary  Reform.  The  noble  Ba- 
jon  (Lord  Auckland)  fecmed,  bv  the  cafy  way  in  which  he 
Ueated  of  the  pofture  of  affairs  in  Ireland,  to  fee  nothing  but  a 
rofe  and  pink-coloured  profpeft,  like  the  Elyfian  Fields,  as 
reprefenled  at  the  Opera  Houfe  ;  but  he  aflured  their  Lordfhips 
that  the  fcene  now  in  progrefs  in  Ireland  was  of  a  much  more 
ierious  nature,  and  if  not  counterafted  by  timely  and  manly 
conceffion  on  the  part  of  Government,  might  Be,  in  a  manner, 
fatal  to  the  Britiih  Empire. 

Earl  Spencer  ohjedted  to  the  motion  on  the  fame  ground  v^ith 
I-ord  Gienville,  hecaufc  it  was  connefled  in  its  objed^  with  a 
change  of  meafures  which,  he  £rmly  believed,  would  prova 
ruinous  to  the  country.  With  regard  to  the  conduA  of  the 
war,  if  the  noble  Lord's  idea  of  dedicating  our  chief  efforts  to 
La  Vendee  was  to  have  been  followed,  no  fupport  or  protec- 
tion could  have  been  afforded  to  the  Weft-Indies.  If  it  were 
true  that  our  iltuation  was  dangerous,  and  that  awful  changes 
were  at  hand,  as  a  noble  Earl  (Lord  Guildford)  had  predidkdy 
it  behoved  every  one  to  come  to  a  rallying  point,  and  fhnd 

by 


Mat  3aJ         WOODFALL'S  PARLIAMEKTARY  REPORTS.  381 

by. the  eftabliflicd  Conftitutton  of  the  country.  The  tenden- 
cy of  the  noble  Duke's  motion,  fo  far  from  obviating  exifting 
difficulties,  would,  in  his  opinion,  haften  the  ruin  of  the  coun- 
try. He  lamented  that  the  affair  of  the  feamen  had  been  mention- 
ed again.  Whatever  the  noble  Duke  (Bedford)  might  irtiagin-;, 
he  could  aflure  him,  that  his  indifcreet  mention  of  the  fubjcc^ 
in  that  Houfe  on  a  former  day,  and  the  mifreprefentation  of  it, 
had  done  hifinite  mifchief.  It  was  a  matter  that,  in  his  mind, 
ought  to  reft  with  the  Executive  Government,  who  were,  as 
they  ought  to  be,  retponfible  for  their  condu£t.  In  hSt^  it 
was  one  of  thofe  queftions  which  ought  not  to  come  before 
Parliament,  though  undoubtedly  occafions  might  arife  when 
his  Majefty's  Minifters  might  he  obliged  to  come  to  Parlia* 
ment  to  juftify  ftrong  meafures,  upon  which  exigency  he  truft«> 
pi  that  ali  party  feelings  would  be  laid  afide,  and  that  they 
would  only  look  to  tlie  maintenance  of  the  dearefl  interefts  of 
the  country. 

Lord  Darnley  believed  the  noble  Secretary  of  State  was  mif- 
taken  in  his  idea  that  his  Majefty's  Minifters  poflefled  the  con-^ 
fidence  of  the  people  in  the  fame  degree  that  they  did  formerly. 
He  was  afraid  that  was  not  the  cafe  ;  but  at  the  fame  time  he 
could  not  flatter^ Oppofition  fo  much  as  to  fay,  that  they  had 
obtained  the  confidence  of  the  people.  The  fa£t,  he  really 
thought,  was,  that  the  public  had  more  confidence  in  Minifters 
than  in  the  prefent  Oppofition,  whofe  uniform  and  invariable 
obje£kion  to  every  one  meafure  of  Government,  p^ovin^  that 
they  a<^ed  more  on  party  motives  than  principle,  difgufted  the 
country  ;  and  of  two  evils  they  chofe  the  leaft,  and  were  willing 
to  give  Minifters  the  preference.  With  regard  p  Ireland,  he 
was  afraid  that  the  fituation  of  affairs  there  had  changed  for  the 
worfe,  fince  he  laft  addreffed  their  Lordihips  on  the  rgbjeft  \ 
a  circufnftance  which  he  thought  might  not  unfairly  l>e  im- 
puted to  the  unguarded  and  inflammatoiy  fpeeches  delivered  \t\ 
that  Houfe.  His  Lordft)ip  faid,  though  Minifters  had  beet) 
extremely  unfortunate,  he  could  not  therefore  qonfidcr  them  a^ 
criminal,  and  on  that  ground  (hould  vote  againft  the  Addrefs. 

The  Duke  of  Bedford  faid,  he  had  to'd  their  Lordu*.^>s  that 
he  did  not  mean  to  claim  the  privilege  of  replying,  unlcfs  h^ 
found  it  neceffary,  in  confequence  of  mifreprefentation  or  mif- 
tatement.  He  had  both  to  complain  of.  The  noble  Lord  who 
had  undertaken  to  anfwer  what  he  had  faid  re(|)e£ling  the  three 
millions  which  would  be  to  be  raifed  on  windmg  up  of  the 
war  (Lord  Auckland),  had  not  fpoken  with  the  fame  ac- 
curacy which  he  ufually  difplayed  when  treating  on  fubjedh 
of  finance.    He  had  fuppoied  him  to  have  taken  the  intereft 
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of  the  prindpal  at  nine  per  cent,  and  aftervrards  corre^ 
ing  himfelf  at  eight  and  a  half  per  cent,  whereas,  in  h&r 
he  Lad  taken  it  at  neither  one  nor  the  other,  but  at  a  little 
more  than  eight  per  cent.  The  noble  Lord  alfo  had  mif- 
tated  him,  he  did  not  fuppofe  wilfully,  in  other  financial 
points.  With  regaid  to  what  had  fallen  from  the  Secretary 
of  State,  he  had  chofen  not  merely  to  make  it  a  perfbnal  qaef- 
tion»  but  had  with  great  modefty  declared  that  the  falvatioH 
of  the  country  depended  on  the  prefent  Minifters  continuance 
in  place !  he  (hould  leave  this  declaration  to  its  own  merits  ; 
but  when  the  noble  Lord  pre  fumed  to  fay  that  they  were  do' 
firous  to  take  the  places  of  Minider^**  and  that  the  perfoos 
with  whom  he  aded  thought  themTelves  alone  qualified  to 
fill  the  offices  of  Government,  the  Secretary  of  State  took 
upon  him  to  make  an  infinuation  not  warranted  by  any  thing 
that  he  had  faid.  He  had  not  harboured  a  notion  lo  vain 
or  fo  unconftitutional.  He  left  fcntiments  fo  overweening 
to  other  pcrfons.  He  was  well  aware  that  there  were  num- 
berlefs  men  of  difiinguifhed  ability,  virtue,  and  integrity 
tn  the  country  capable  of  difcharging  the  duties  of  Minifterd 
Spvith  advantage  to  the  interefts  of  the  people,  and  with  great 
credit  to  themfelves.  As  to  himfelf,  nothing  that  he  had 
ever  faid  juftified  the  noble  Secretary  in  the  idea  that  he 
wiflied  to  fill  the  place  of  his  Majefty's  prefent  Minifters,  or 
indeed  any  place  whatever.  It  was  the  pride  of  his  life  to 
have  afted  with  his  friends,  whom  he  certainly  thought  men 
of  very  great  and  tried  talents  and  integrity.  But  that  was 
no  infinuation  that  they  were  the  only  fit  perfons  to  be  called 
forth  by  his  Majefty  and  the  people  in  an  hour  fo  trying. 
Of  one  thing  only  would  he  fpeak  with  confidence,  and  that 
was,  that  from  the  bottom  of  his  heart  he  Mieved  that  the 
country  could  not  be  faved  if  the  prefent  men  continued  but 
a  very  fliort  time  longer  in  pl.>ce.  He  replied  to  the  argu- 
ments of  the  noble  Secretary  againft  Parliamentary  Reform. 
He  faid,  the  plan  introduced  by  his  honourable  Friend  (Mr. 
Grey)  had  his  perfefl  approbation.  The  noble  Secretary 
had  faid,  that  there  were  fundamental  rights  of  the  people 
which^the  Parliament  could  not  take  away.  They  could 
not  reform  the  abufcs  of  the  reprefentation.  What,  not 
after  pafling  the  two  aSs,  of  which  he  would  continue  to 
fpeak  as  he  had  done  before,  a£is  which  repealed,  in  fa£l, 
the  Bill  of  Rights,  and  ftruck  at  fome  of  the  moll  undoubted 
and  valuable  privileges  of  the  people? 

The 
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Thx  Lord  Chancellor  left  the  woolfack,  and  faid,  he  cer- 
tainly did  not  mean,  at  il.at  late  hour  of  the  night,  to  trcfpals 
.upon  thek  Lord(hips  time  by  any  long  fpeach,  but  merely  to 
offer  a  remark  or  rwo  in  a  few  words,  which  he  thought 
well  worthy  their  Lordfhips  attention ;    and  the  firft  was, 
that  the  arguments  of  the  noble  Duke  and  his  motion  di- 
rectly contradided  each  other.     A  flight  comparifon  of  the 
motion  with  the  noble  Duke's  reafoning,  would  Convinca 
their  Lordfliips  of  the  truth  of  thi^  aflertion.     The  motion, 
couched  in  language  coarfe  and  ordinary  enough,  fets  olF 
with  declaring,  "  that  his  dutiful  and  loyal  fubjeSs,  the 
Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal,  in  Parliament  aflembled,  had, 
during  this  calamitous  war,  uniformly  given  every  aid  and 
aflifiance  that  could  contribute  to  that  fupport  which  hisMa- 
jefty  has  experienced  from  a  brave  and  a  loyal  people."     It 
then  proceeds  to  enumerate  the  grievances  which  it  afferts 
the  people  labour  under,  defcribing  them  by  name,  and  in 
the  next  paragraph  declares,  <<  that  they  cannot  attribute 
this  uniform  fucceilion  of  misfortune  to  accident,  or  even  to  the 
miferable  incapacity  of  his  Majefty's  fervants,  but  that  they 
muft  regard  it  as  the  efFe<S  of  ^Jyfiem  cf  Government^  de(truc« 
five  of  the  exertion  and  hodile  to  the  Conflitution  of  the  coun* 
try."  Their  Lordfhips  had  heard  the  noble  Duke's  arguments 
which  applied  perfonally  to  Miniflers,  and  tended  to  edabliOi 
%  proof  of  the  charge  of  that  **  miferable  incapacity"  in  Mi- 
nifters,  which  the  motion  more  thiin  once  imputed,  but  at 
the  fame  time  aiTerted,  that  it  was  not  to  that  <<  miferable 
incapacity,"  but  to  the  eiFc6l  of  a  fyftem  of  Government, 
deftruAive  of  the  exertions,  and  hoftile  to  the  Conftitution 
of  the  country,  that  all  the  misfortunes  of  the  war  were  to 
be  attributed.     What,  however,  was  this  fyftem  of  Govera- 
ment  fo  much  complained  of?  Wat  it  to  be  imputed  as  mat*- 
ter  of  crimination  in  Minifters  that  the  Parliament  of  Ire- 
land was  permitted  to  judge  for  itfelf  what  was  fit  to  be 
done  for  that  country  ?  That  they  did  not  attempt  to  in- 
terfere with  the  independence  of  the  Irifli  Legiflature,  ancj 
to  violate  a  folemn  compadl  made  with  the  people  of  that 
country  ?  From  other  parts  of  the  motion  it  was  evident  that 
s  change  in  the  fyftem,  under  the  pretext  of  forwarding  a 
Parliamentary  Reform,  was  the  great  objeft ;  that  it  led  to 
a  fyftetn  wilder  than  even  that  of  universal  fuffrage,  which 
went  to  disfranchife  all  corporations,  to  empower  the  Houfe 
<^  Commons  to  uncreate  their  creators,  and  to  disfranchife 

thofe 
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thofc  •who  fcnt  the  Members  to  Parliament.  If  this  fort  of 
reform  would  at  one  fweep  annihilate  all  lay  corporat'ions, 
ecclefiafttcal  corporations  would  be  gone  oi  courfci  The 
ttvn\  freeholder  had  hitherto  been  t  .e  pride  of  the  bell  part  of 
the  nation,  but  by  the  plan  propofed,  t'ris  was  to  give  way 
to  the  more  favourite  term  of  pot-boilers ;  they  were  ex- 
pefted  to  cut  up  by  the  roots  vvhattver  entered  into  the  na- 
ture of  franchife  property,  privilege,  and  to  introduce  in  its 
flead  the  principle  of  an 'Agrarian  law.  But  it  was  faid, 
*•  we  do  not  take  away  any  m.in*s  right  ot  voting,  but  only 
extend  it  to  others  who  are  now  without  "  He  a/ked  how 
the  noble  Duke  would  like  the  applic.nion  of  this  dodrine 
to  his  own  eftates  ?  If  they  were  taken  away  from  him,  and 
an  equal  right  given  to  every  pot  boiler  in  his  village  in 
common  with  himfelf  ?  Would  it  fa'.isfy  tht^  noble  Duke  to 
have  it  faid,  it  is  true  we  took  away  your  t.ftaii*,  but  wc 
give  it  back  again.  We  give  yo!i  as  much  land  to  poflefs  as 
any  man  can  reafonably  dcfire  to  polfcfs,  and  as  to  the  eftate, 
we  only  let  in  the  pot-boilers  and  cottagers  in  the  vicinage 
to  fhare  it  with  you.  Or  to  illiillrate  it  with  refpedl  to  the 
livery  of  London,  would  it  be  fatisfaflory  to  them  to  be 
told  that  they  ftill  would  enjoy  thtir  rights  and  franchifes 
as  liverymen,  and  the  only  difference  was,  that  every  pot- 
boiler in  London  would  enjoy  the  fame  with  them.  He 
would  remind  the  noble  Duke,  and  others,  what  happened 
in  France  in  the  years  1789  and  1790;  there,  thofe  who 
were  forcmoft  in  revolutionizing  the  country,  fell  amongft 
tl^e  fird  victims  of  the  maxims  and  prejudices  which  they 
had  laboured  to  infufe.  He  entreated  noble  Lords,  there- 
fore, to  paufe ;  and,  ^iewing  the  avowed  tendency  of  the 
motion,  to  introduce  not  merely  a  change  of  men  but  of 
fyftem,  and  eventually  of  Conditut ion,  he  doubted  not  they 
would  agree  with  him  in  giving  it  their  decided  negative. 

The  Duke  of  Bedford ^  after  an  obfervation  on  the  uncandid 
proceeding  of  fpeaking  after  his  reply,  refuted  the  interpreta- 
tions put  by  .the  learned  Lord  on  the  plan  of  Reform,  and  on 
the  fallacy  of  comparing  the  elecElive  franchife,  a  right  poflefTed 
bv  individuals  for  the  good  of  the  whole,  to  private  property. 
Did  the  noble  Lord  confider  votes  as  private  property,  becaufo 
they  were  bought  and  fold  ?  It  was  a  right  which  fo  far  from 
being  injured  by  being  extended,  would  be  improved,  fincc  ex- 
tentioii  would  make  it  efiedlual ;  but  whatever  objections  there 
inighc  be  to  the  Bill,  (hey  were  no  arguments  againft  its  intra- 
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dudion,  fince  it  was  meant  to  print  it,  and  leave  it  open  for 
difcuflion  till  next  vear. 

The  Houfe  divided  01  the  previous  queftion. 

Contents^  (for  the  Addrefs)  1 2  Not  Contents^     65 

Proxiesy  2         Proxies^  it^ 

14  91 

The  noble  Duke  then  entered  a  Proteft. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
N  TuEsnAY,  May  ^o 

Mr.  Tterney  prefented  a  Petition  from  the  Houfe-holdcrs  of 
Bofton,  praying  for  a  Reform  in  the  Reprefentation  of  the 
People,  and  that  the  pluii  of  arming  the  Houfeholders  thould 
be  adopted  for  the  defence  of  the  country. 

The  Petition  was  read  and  ordered  to  lit:  upon  the  tabic. 
Mr.  Parker  Coke  moved  that  the  Houfe  fliould  refolve  itfclf 
into  a  Committee  on  the  Corporation  Jurifdidlion   Bill  on 
Thurfday  next. 

Major  Ellford  moved,  as  an  amendment,  that  the  Bill  fliould 
be  committed  on  this  day  three  months. 

The  Houfe  divided  on  the  original  queftion. 

Jiyts^  59 

hocs^  21 

Majorityy        38 
NEW    BANK    OF    ENGLAND. 

Sir  William  Pulteney  premifed,  that  were  he  capable  of  em- 
ploying any  ornament  on  the  fubjeft  he  had  to  treat,  it  was  of 
fuch  a  nature  as  would  fcarely  admit  of  it.  It  was  however  a 
matter  of  moft  extreme  importance,  and  if  tlie  Houfe  faw  any 
thing  worthy  of  attention  in  what  he  had  to  propofe,  they 
would  give  it  their  afTent,  if  not,  he  would  content  himfclf  with 
having  difch^rged  his  duty.  He  then  pfocf^cded  to  ftate  the  hif- 
tory  of  the  late  failure  of  the  Bank.  On  the  27th  of  February 
an  Order  of  Council  was  iffued,  prohibiting  the  payment  of 
fpecie  at  the  Bank,  with  which  the  Diredors  thought  proper 
to  comply.  A  Committee  of  the  Houfe  was  then  formed  to 
enquire  into  the  caufes  of  the  Order  of  Council,  and  make  two 
Reports,  into  the  particulars  of  which  he  did  not  mean  to  enter. 
The  confequence  of  this  was,  that  an  A£l  of  Parliament  was 
pailed  to  confirm  aod  continue  the  cfFedl  of  that  Order  of 
Ccmncil,  and  give  the  Bank  time  to  make  fuch  arrangements 
as  may  enable  them  to  renew  the  courfe  of  payment.  The  pe<^ 
xiod  when  the  fufpenfion  of  payment  fhall  ceafe,  was  fixed  for 

the 
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the  24th  of  June,  but  Parliament  had  refcrved,  in  a  claufe  of 
the  Aft,  the  power  of  (hortening  or  extending  that  payment. 
The  Bank  of  England  was  by  thefe  means  completely  exoner- 
ated of  all  blame,  for  having  fufpended  the  payment  of  their 
notes.  AflbciaMons  were  at  the  fame  time  formed  for  giving 
circulation  to  their  notes,  and  the  effcft  was,  that  the  credit 
of  them  ftill  continued  as  before.  After  obtaining  the'authority 
of  Parliament,  the  Bank  enlarged  to  a  very  great  extent  the 
difcounts  which  they  before  contrafted,  but  were  in  fome  time 
fenfibie  of  the  neceilitv  of  limiting  them  again.  Since  that 
period,  hovscver,  Uic  Minifter  had  contrafted  a  loan  on  very 
bad  terms,  felling  confols  at  48,  and  giving  alfo  a  conlidcrablp 
prcmfum  to  the  fubfcribers:  but  his  having  been  able  to  con- 
clude a  loan  at  all  under  fuch  circumftances,  was  no  inconfi- 
derable  proof  of  the  general  wealth  of  the  country.  Much  in- 
convenience, however,  and  much  lofs  was  felt  by  individuals 
on  account  of  the  great  difcount  upon  Government  fecurities, 
and  the  delays  that  took  place  in  uioft  of  the  public  payments. 
The  meafures  that  had  already  been  taken  were,  after  all,  of 
no  more  than  a  temporary  nature,  which  may  have  a  good 
cflFeft  for  fome  time  ;  but  if  fome  more  dccifive  and  effeftual 
remedy  was  not  applied,  the  difordcrs  muft  inevitably  end  in 
convulfion  and  ditafter.  It  was  in  vain  to  fuppofe  that  public 
credit  and  confidence  would  revive  with  the  arrival  of  Peace, 
as  a  coniadcrable  interval  mud  elapfe  before  fUch  an  eSeft 
could  be  produced.  In  the  laft  year  of  the  American  war, 
Lord  North  concluded  a  loan  upon  very  difadvantageous  terms; 
but  after  the  Peace  in  178a,  Lord  John  Cavendilh  was  com- 
pelled to  make  one  upon  terms  ftill  more  difadvantageous.  The 
lame  muft  always  be  the  cafe ;  for  on  the  return  of  Peace» 
Commerce  and  Manufaftures  revive,  and,  in  order  to  fopport 
them,  produce  a  vaft  demand  for  ready  money,  which  the  war 
has  already  rendered  fcarce.  It  was  therefore  wife  to'takc  the 
necelTary  precautions  in  time,  and  the  remedy  he  had  to  pro- 
pofe  was  the  eftablifhment  of  another  Bank.  The  monopoly 
of  the  Bank  of  England  was  an  obftacle  in  the  way  of  his  pro- 
pofaly  as  its  charter  did  not  expire  till  18 12,  and  the  G^mpany 
took  care  always  to  get  their  Charter  renewed  a  conftderable 
time  before  the  period  for  its  expiration.  He  would  not  at 
prefent  go  fo  far  as  to  fay,  that  their  floppage  in  the  fit  ft  in- 
ftance  was  a  violation  of  that  Charter,  though  confiderable 
doubts  were  entertained  upon  that  fubjeft.  But  if  they  fhould 
not  be  enabled  to  open  for  payment  on  the  24th  of  June,  tliere 
could  be  no  ground  for  continuing  tiieir  monopoly  any  longer^ 
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If  they  ibould  at  that  time  open  for  the  payment  of  money', 
then  his  plan  could  do  no  harm ;  it  would  fall  to  the  ground, 
and  no  fccond  Bank  be  eftablifhed.  .  He  oonfefied,  hcfwever, 
that  he  wiflied  another  Bank  to  he  inftituted  at  all  events,  as  iMi 
would  aid  the  operations  of  the  old  Bank,  and  enable  perfons  tor 
difcharge  their  debts  to  it.  The  Dirediors  of  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
land had  always  been  men  of  conliderable  fortunes,  and  he 
wonid  alfo  propofe  a  certain  fum  necefTary  as  a  qualification  foe 
a  Dire£tor  of  the  new  Bank,  and  alfo  a  limitation  at  a  fixed 
point  of  the  number  of  votes  which  the  quantity  of  money 
ihould  confer.  But  above  all,  he  would  provide  that  it  (hould 
be  totally  exempted  from  any  interference  on  the  part  of  Go- 
vernment. That  was  a  connexion  to  which  it  mud  be  a 
(Iranjgcr.  Speaking  of  the  monopoly  of  the  Bank  of  Englandt 
be  aUcrted  that  it  was  on  the  whole  a  bad  thing,  injurious  to 
the  Stockholders  and  dangerous  to  the  Public  and  to  Govern- 
ment. The  Eaft  India  Company  could  not  l^ave  retained  their 
cliarter,  if  their  affairs  had  not  been  pretty  well  adminiftered  ; 
but  it  was  at  the  fame  time  obfervable,  that' the  part  of  their 
trade,  which  was  not  under  the  monopoly,  was  much  more 
profi^erous  than  that  part  of  it  which  was  in  fuch  a  fituation. 
Scotland  had  two  Banks,  and  the  a&irs  of  the  old  one  were 
much  more  profperous  fince  the  e(labli(hment  of  the  new, 
though  all  the  arguments  were  previoufly  oppofed  to  it  which 
could  be  urged  againft  a  new  Bank  of  England  on  the  prcfent 
occafion.  If  then  two  Banks  were  found  to  have  a  beneficial 
eScSt  in  Scotland,  he  faw  no  reafon  to  diftruft,  that  advantages 
ftill  more  important  would  refult  from  a  fimilar  competition 
here.  There  could  be  no  fear  of  a  fufficicnt  capital  being 
raifed.  The  real  wealth  of  the  country  was  yet  as  great  as  ever 
it  was,  which  was  exemplified  in  the  tWQ  loans  of  eighteen 
millions  each,  made  in  the  prefcnt  Seflions  of  Parliament ;  and 
as  a  further  proof  of  the  immenfe  opulence  of  the  nation,  it 
need  only  be  remarked,  that  feven  millions  fterling  were  ex- 
pended fmee  the  peace  in  the  conftruftion  of  canals.  It  may 
l)e  faid,  that  this  propofal  was  improper  in  a  time  of  war  knd 
diftrcfs,  as  the  capital  of  the  new  Bank  mud  he  in  c:lfh  with- 
drawn from  circulation  ;  but  a  little  rcflcdlion  will  fhew  that 
this  idea  was  not  well  founded.  Tlie  cafli  of  the  capital,  it  wys 
true,  mud  be  in  fome  meafure  withdrawn  from  circulation,  but 
this  would  be  but  a  temporary  fubdu£tion,  only  for  the  fhort 
fpace  between  the  col  legion  of  its  cafti  and  the  iffue  of  their 
notes.  He  admitted  that  there  was  a  very  great  difierence  be- 
tween ca/i  and  wealthy  but  it  did  not  follow  that  there  was  now 
»V/V  cafli  than  wealth  remaining  in  the  country.  It  was  never 
Vol.  III.  1797.  3C  ■  proved 


pcm/tlbn  Mgf  gitat^oimief  af  hard  xiaAi  had  io  dntiirefeiit 
war  baen  ftnr  out  of  the  covwtry ;  that  he  did  oot  by  anf 
tijaaant  bdifcve.  -On  ^isatiliiy,  lie  was  of  opinion  that  there 
Was  foU  ai  great  an^imfidaiics  of  it  as  ever ;  but  as  the  coon* 
Wy^SankfiioltewhiehrhMl  been  a.  great  circulating  medium 
hobre,  were*  now:  Ar  a  great   part  withdrawn,   cafli   was 
fiiMt)tBtfd>tnt>liirir  iplace»  and  dirperfed  all  over  the  king^ 
4oin«=^'The^fafchbers  to  the  new  fiank  would  at  firft  be 
CDMeilt^Avitli  fmaU-profits*  with  a  view  to  the  permanency 
rand  AUfOitT'^pMpftrky  of   the   inftitution ;    but    no  perfon 
.  woM'  fubfcfibj^.-eacept  with  a.  view  to  fome  advantage,  and 
Io  fliow  btl^;$bis  wouU  ari&,  he  dated  the  profits  upon 
dir€09|}ts^^d>t^9>coi))ing  and  importing  of  gdd  and  iilver. 
InftavlrQCr^ing  atiy  mifchief,  or  impeding  the  operations 
^  the^^U  Bank,  he  maintained  that  it  was  in  the  nature  of 
OMiMtrt^oilf  'that  one  ihouM  ad  as  a  check  upon  the  other, 
and  6^4^  fureft  means  of  preventing  mirmaoagement ;  and 
each  WPHMibe  upon  the  watch  to  take  advantage  of  any  cir- 
eumftances  whicn  might  give  it  a  run  upon  its  rival.  Would 
the  new  Bank. encourage  fpeculations ?   There  vtrere  two 
views  in  w^cb.  fpeculators  were  to  be  confidered.   Indepen- 
dent of  chigierical  fchemes,-  there  were  others  which  ought 
to.be  encouraged,  though  it  was  ufual  to  fay,  the  bubble 
ia^i  when  they  happened  to  fail  from  unavoidable  circum- 
ftancew     Thofe  failures  were  in  general  to  be  attributed  to 
the  withdrawing  of  t|ie  ufual  aids  by  which  they  were  fup- 
ported.     Thus  it  vvas  with  country  Banks,  which  were  not 
aerial  fchemes,  but  |rfl2^i(hed  upon  folid  property,  but  dill 
failed  in  Con^equeQ^^of  lofing  that  aid  by  which  they  were 
iupportbrt*     Thus  w^s  h  aiu>   frequently   with  buildings, 
and  many  o^er  (chemes  which  would  be  fuccefsful  and  pro- 
fitablei  if  tl>e  prcjedor  ^ouid  complete  them ;  but  frequently 
by  the  iob  iif  fome  fupport  or  affiftance  on  which  he  relied, 
the  individual  was  left  to  the  mercy  of  his  creditors,  and  all 
liis  iiopea-apd  projects  utterly  defiroyed.     The  new  Bank 
would  be  enabled  to  fi^ply  a  part  of  its  capital  in  the  fupport 
of  fucb  uudertakings,  which  were  certainly  ufeful,  as  in  all 
yrell  regulated  ftates^  the  number  of  reafonable  induftrious 
men  greatly  exceeded  thofe,  who  in  the  bad  meaning  of  the 
word,  were  fpeculators  or  fpendthrifts.  Would  the  encreafe 
..of  .paper  raife  the  price  of    provijions  ?— Tki$   opinion, 
.though  fome  what  prevalent,  he  held  to  be  excee^lipgly  er- 
roneous.    The  price  of  aqy. article  muft  dep^fjfj  on  *he  pro- 
portion  ot  the  quantity  to  the  demand.     But  when  the  de- 
mand 
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niMdexoeeds  die  qunntiiy,  .th^  iMkU  gfc^MMHMKiitqiS 
than  amr  other  afiide»  on  aocomit  oi'tbe  neceffiigr  ev«ry  ou|a 
feels  ojt  an  immixliate  ruppljf*  Ob  other  wticlet^e^uocfai^ 
may  be  poftponed ;  but  provifioa  taiM  not  kr  debyb4  Tin 
iBcreafe  of  paper  muft  be  pcoponioDed  tm  ifeJoi^cafe  irf 
ooin,  ami  the  latter  muft  be  gtaitval  and  iloir  in  every  couo* 
trft  but  nnift  have  a  neceflary  effect  upon  the  prkariof  .pio-> 
virions.  In  this  country  the  price  of  pfoyifloniiwaa' ixwr 
four  times  greater  than  it  was  when  America  was  4Uo€f9€PtA  $ 
but  in  the  fame  period  the  quantity  of  fgrid  and  fiWer  m$s 
encreared  fourfold  alfo,  fo  that  ftrictly  fpeafclng^  ic  xmmut 
true  that  provifions  were  dearer ;  but  gold  andfilVer^Mre^fc 
much  dimintihed  in  value.  The  only  rea)  difflkrence  ihtis 
created  was,  that  people  had  more  trouble  iri'tdimtil^'^ 
pieces  over.  In  large  raanufaduring  places^y'-^Wll^M^gr^t 
numbers  colleded  within  a  fmall  compafs^  tht  d|i4tl^^'b«ef 
and  mutton  was  high;  at  the  fame  time  thbr cditle'wefe 
killed  in  other  places  simoil  merely  for  t^hetihtfOfitf  iheir 
hides.  iBut  thefe  inequalities  muft  alwaya  be  attihdfrnt  on 
difference  of  fituations  and  circumftancei ;  and  iie  fed  wa»^ 
that  in  general  the  inconveniences  in  one  way-i^d^/e  balMiCed 
by  advantages  in  fome  other.  He  then  quoted  4bt  aathdrky^ 
of  Dr.  Adam  Smith,  the  celebrated  author  of  the  '^  Weakh 
of  Nations ;"  to  (hew  that  the  quantity  of  papei^  did  not  in- 
creafe  the  price  of  proviflons ;  and  added»  that  they  wwe 
never  fo  low  in  Scotland  as  when  moft  papei*  wa«  i^irculated. 
They  began  and  continued  to  rife  at  the  fame  time  in  Eng* 
land  and  in  France ;  and  yet  in  the  hitter  counti^y  at  ttut 
period  thet^  was  no  paper  currency  whatever.  It  wa«r  im- 
poflible  to  make  any  ftandard  for  the  price  of  provMoos  hate 
where  the  climate  was  fo  variable.  For  many  year^  we 
never  have  had  two  good  feafons  fucceilivelyy  though  if  fte^ 
quently  happened  that  we  had  two  or  more  bad  ^ne^  ftic- 
ceeding  each  other. 

He  then  contended,  that  the  efie£t  of  an  i'nereafe  of*  coin 
and  notes  was  to  counteraft  monopoly.  At  prefent  we  had 
no  guard  againft  the  mifcondud  which  might  arife  even  from 
the  prejudices  of  the  Bank.  The  monopoly  of  the  B^nfc,  or 
any  other  company,  was  no  better  than  zpnmmfrtiot  indo- 
lence and  negled  ;  competition  would  animate  the  fpirir  of 
enterprife  and  induftry.  One  company  was  not  fufficient  to 
adminifter  properly  the  pecuniary  concerns  of  this  nation,  \n 
the  prefent  ftate  of'things.     Formerly  trade  was  carried  on 
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by  barter,  or  fome  devices  to  rcprcfcnt  value ;  bdt  experi- 
enced foon  taught  them  to  ufe  metal,  which  did  not  periih  by 

•  Jceeping,  as  a  circuiting  medium,  and  the  difFufion  of  it 
had  been  of  wonderful  aid  to  induftry  fince  the  difcovery  of 
America.  The  Bank  of  England  was  the  firft,  that  by  the 
iflue  of  its  notes,  encreafed  the  circulating  medium,  and 
other  Banks  in  foreign  countries  had  fmce  imitated  their  ex- 
ample, without,  at  the  fame  time,  enjoying  a  monopoly.    By 

•  withdrawing  its  difcounts,   the  Bank  had  a  power  which 
'  could  not  be  poflefled  before  the  iflbe  of  notes,  to  do  the  ut- 

moft  mifchief  to  the  country  by  withdrawing  the  circiilating 
medium.  Though  their  conduct  towards  the  public  was  on 
many  occafrons,  at.  lead  quedionable  and  ambiguous,  with* 
outaccufmg  ihem  of  being  difpofcd  to  do  any  fuch  mifchief, 
it  was  fuflScient  for  his  purpole  to  (hew  that  they  had  the 

'  meaps  of  doing  it.     Circumftances  might  arife,  in  which 

their  particular  views  might  poflibly  incline  them  to  fuch  a  ^ 
.  meafure ;  and  the  only  power  to  <:ontroul  them  on  fuCh  an 
occafion  was  another  Bank,  capable  of  general  accommoda- 
tion. Something  of  this  kind  had  actually  happened  in  1793, 
when  the  Bank  diminifhed  its  difcounts,  and  oHliged  the 
Government  to  employ  Exchequer  Bills  as  a  circulat6r, 
which'hGwever  were  attended  with  confiderable  lofs  to  the 

■  holders.  The  evils  which  it  was  in  the  power  of  the  Bartk 
to  inflict  in  time  of  war,  were  beyond  calculation  by  nieans 

•  of  its  monopoly  ;  for  by  withdrawing  the  circulating  medi- 
um, the  injury  to  the  public  would  be  as  great  as  the  encour- 
agement and  afliftance  it  would  afford  to  the  enemy.  The 
effect  of  this  power  was  felt  in  a  thotifand  inftances  ;  ahd 
particularly  in  Government  fecurities,  for  it  was  as  unerring 
as  the  influence  of  the  atriiofphere  Upon  the  thermometer, 
that  when  the  Bank  diminifhed  its  difcounts,  the  value  olF 
Government  fecurities  fell   in  the  fame  proportion.     The- 

'Conduct  of  the  Bank  in  many  cafes  was  directly  oppofite  to 
Avhat  it  ought  to  be.     When  caih  was  withdrawn,   nothing. 
was  more  evident  than  that  its  reprefentative  fhould  be  en- 

•  creafed  ;  yet  the  Batik  withdrew  a  three-fold  proportjpn  of 
its  notes  for  every  diminution  made  upon  hs  cafh.  Its  ne- 
glect of  the  means  of  keeping  up  the  circulation  was  the 
ftrongeft  argument  for  inftituting  a  rival.  For  the  laft  three 
years,  in  which  there  was  the  greateft  demand  for  money,  the ' 

•  coinage  was  dimfnifhed  in  its  uftial  proportion,  to  the  defici- 
ency of  4,2ob,oooL  '-■  From  the  corrcfpondence  between  the 

.        . .      I  ....  Bank 
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'  Rink  Dil-ectors  and  the  Chatncellor  of  the  Exchequer  in  the 

•  year  1795,  it  would  appear,  that  they  were  then  fenfibleof 
the  drain  for  ca(h  upon  them;  and  by  the  report  of  the 
Secret  Committee  it  would  be  feen,  that  within  four  days  of 
their  applying  for  the  interference  of  Government  to  fufj^end 

•  pay ment  of  cafh,  when  Mr.  Pitt  recotnmehded  the  importa- 
tion of  foreign  buUion,  the  Directors  faid  they  were  coo- 

•  fideringof  it.  and/ would  do  what  they  could — ^that  is,  in  nine- 
teen months  after  feeling  the  firft  effects  of  the  run  upon 
them,  they  were  confidering  only  of  the  means  by  which  it 
could  be  counteracted.  The  price  which  forefgn  bullion 
might  have  borne  at  the  time,  was  no  apology  for  them  ;  for 
poiieffing  a  monopoly  they  had  a  right  to  provide  even  at  a 
iofs.  Their  purchafmg  it  from  Portugal  was  a  proof  that 
they  did  not  undcrftand  their  buflnefs,  and  were  incompetent 
to  the  management  of  their  own-affairs.  They  complained 
to  Mr.  Pitt  of  the  high  price  of  gold  in  Portugal,  but  that 
was  not  the  place  where  they  ought  to  apply  for  ir.     By  an 

.  intelligent  gentleman  juft  arriyed  from  JLifbon  he  was  in- 
formed, that  the  cheapeft  price  at  which  gold  could  be  pUr- 
chafed  in  Portugal,  waS4l.  8s.  6d.  per  ounce.  It  was  there  a 
contiaband  article,  and  the  price  was  enhanced  by  the  riflt, 
and  the  necelfary  convoy  in  coming  round  the  enetny's  ooaftl 
Gold,  however,  without  any  of  thcfe  riiks,  was  to  be  bought 

f  at  Hamburgh,  where  it  rolled  from  one  merchant  to  another 
like  a  ilorm,  for  3I.   is.  6d.  per  ounce.     Yet  the  country 

.  was  left  to  fuffer,  becaufc  the  Company  of  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
land was  at  that  time  fo  very  ignorant  of  its  own  affairs. 
The  Bank  of  England  was  not  juftified  on  any  price  that 
gold  may  fell  for.     Country  Banks  paid  in  general  300I.  a 

.  year  for  the?  bare  carriage  of  gold  to  fupply  their  cullomers, 
and  he  knew  one  that  paid  fo  much  as  i,6ool.  What  ex- 
cufe  then  could  be  admitted  for  the  Bank  of  England  which 
contraded  the  quantity  of  its  ca(h  at  the  very  time  when  it 
was  moft  wanted?  An  hon.  Gentleman  on  a  former  debate 
had  faid  that  no  more  was  wanting  than  the  reftoration  of 
conSdence,  and  in  that  fenliment  he  perfeftly  concurred. 
But  hr  w  Was  that  Confidence  to  be  reftored  ?  By  regularity  in 
payment,  and  an  increafe  of  a  circulating  medium  in  which 
the  public  could  c«  nfide.  But  inftead  of  regularity  in  pay- 
ment, there  was  now  no  payment  whatever  to  be  had  at  tne 
Bank.  •  The  rc-payment  of  the  advances  to  Government  had 
given  them  no  alliftance  whatever  to  recommence  payment 
In  fpecie  5  and  if  they  did  not  fo  recommence  on  the  24th  of 
'^    »  \  '    '  June 


June,  thc^  wpuld  lorf^ii  fhttr  mmaftoiy,  tkough  dMy  «iig|it 
fliil  4^Qndik%  ihek  bufta^ft  as  a  trading  company.  Would 
the  Ji6w.:i9»nk  ^(h^.Afi  iniereft  of  the  ftockholders  in  die 
ci4'^  He  (fiiuiitaiiied  that  it  wmdd  not.  The  profits  of  4lfe 
fto^jcsvjuppfs  f  rtncipaUy  from  the  difcoinits  at  five  per  eeoit* 
^  t^l^ii^  they  traded  aiCbi  in  goM  and  baUicm,  that  appeared 
to  M,  %  .'bpTmers  very  little  attended  to.  There  were  three 
fpe€ie&  j^.revtmie  in  a  eosintry;  firfti  the  rents'  of  lands  i 
kcoofihfi^his  wnfcs  of  laboor  ;  and  thirdly,  the  produce  of 
the  ftixrks. .  The  two  former  always  partook  eP  the  diftrcfles 
of  ihs  paUic ;  bm  the  la(l»  as  Dr.  Adam  Smith  very  truly 
obferved.  waa  the  moft  benefited  when  the  Goyt^mtAcnt  was 
nearly  niincdi  It  miift  alfe  beconfidered  thstt  thelmereft 
of  the  Bank  Difedors  wns  frequently  in  oppofttion  to  that  of 
the  proprietors.  The  DireAors  were  always  perfons  of  great 
opiili^nce,  and*  who  had  a  great  command  of  money.  In 
difv  oyot?  they  could  make  no  more  than  5  per  cent,  of  which 
the  ftocUu^der  had  his  (bare;  but  in  the  diilrefles^- of  Go- 
vernment the  Diredor,  by  fubfcribing  to  loansf,  &c.  had 
an  opportdnity  of  employing  his  monby  to  more  advan- 
tage. It  was  no  wonder  that  the  difcounts  were  To  frequently 
contraded.  That  the  tranfactions  of  the  new  Bank  woul^ 
interfere"  whh  thofe  of  the  old,  was  not  to  be  contradicted  ; 
but  trf>m  this  it  was  not  to  be  inferred,  that  it  would  diminilh 
its  bufincfs ;  on  the  contrary,  he  maintained  that  it  would 
augment  it.  If  alfo  would  add  to  ^he  advantages  of  the  ftoi^k- 
holder,  by  introducing  a  fyiiem  of  oeconomy  very  much 
wanted  ; .  for  it  was  the  opinion  of  foreigners  at  leaft,  that 
the  Bank  of  England  had  been  much  too  lavifh  in  the  experv- 
dittire  on  the  btiildings.  The  ilock  alfo  of.  the  old  Banjc, 
reduced  as  it  is,  from  1  Sol.  Jo  109I.  would  foon  rife  rapidly* 
and  every  kind  of  ufeful  fpeculation  would  be  afliiled  and 
fupported.  He  then  returned  again  to  contend  tor  his  motion,, 
on  the  authority  of  Dr.  Smith>  who  it  was  well  faid»  would 
perfuade  the  prefent  generation,  and  govern  ihc  next.  He  did 
not  noean  to  jlu(h  his  prefent  plan,  fliould  the  Bank  of  England 
open  fer  payment  in  fpecie  on  the  24th  of  June,  or  a  rcafon- 
able  time  amrwards.  But  in  the  mean  time  he  would  fubmit 
his  plan  to  the  Houfe,  which  they  might  adopt  or  reject,  as  they 
thought  prudent  or  proper.  He  then  mo.sd  for  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill  for  the  eilabliihment  of  another  Bank,  0iould  the 
Bank  of  England  not  open  for  payment  in  fpecie  on  the  a4th 
of  June  nejct. 

Sir  Francis  Baring  declined  following  the  honourable  Baro-> 

net 
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WKitAroaA  bis  vcryaUeceuml  reafening;  botte6oabted 

wbccber  tb«  pbn  he  propoted  wcwld  either  Mciiitate  the  gene- 

,  ni  accoQunodatjoa  of  the  public, or  of  indirldoals  by  the  wmk ; 

or  incfeafe  the  circulatbn  of  fptde  or  of  good  paper,  or  reftore 

the  Bank  to  its  former  fiin£tiom •    Thefe  wens  the  ofageds  to 

be  attended  to.  A  new  Bank  dvohU,  in  hi%  opinion^  impede^  in- 

fiead  of  accekratiog  thefe  dtqt&B.    He  hoped  the  Batik  woM 

be  able  to  refome  its  /andiooa  on  the  24th  of  June,  or  Toon 

after  ;  hut  he  thought  that  fuch  a  meafure  at  this,  flioukt  the 

Houfe  adopt  it»  would  make  that  more  drfficnlt  than  it  feemed 

to  be  at  prcfent.  HeconGdered  the  principle  on  which  the  Bank 

of  England  waft  e&abiilhed  to  be  that  of  a  bod }^r  corporate  to 

ailift  the  public  in  tlie  way  of  Loin  whoi  that  vtosmcceflarr ; 

to  affift  individuals  with  accoronxxiatkxi,  .tmdei'  jceitlio   re- 

(Iralpts  of  prudence,  in. the  waf  of^fcoum  ;v«ndtoaid  the 

general  circulation  by  the  ilTue  of  its  notes  for.caOi^    Thif 

aid  U).  general  circulation  was  infinitely  greater  in  point  <tf 

advantage  IP  the  public ;  for  in  this  they  were  a  gjcnd^l  fecu- 

rity  for  the  rcpofitory  of  ca(h,  as  well  as  an  engine  for  its  ge* 

neral  circulation.     After  thb  came  thjs  other    two  obje&, 

the  accommodation  to  the  public^  by  loan,  and  to  individuals 

by  difcount*.   After  the  two  firft  were  provided  for*  the  Bank 

flood  on  a  folid  rock  i  and  individuals  ought  to  be  accommo* 

dated  with  difcount  to  a  reafonable  extent;  but  it  did  not  ap* 

pear  to  him  that  eilher  of  thefe  objedb  would  be  forwarded  by 

the  prefent  motion. 

Mr.  S-  Thornton  (aid,  he  bad  ruther  hear  the  opinions  of 
others  than  deliver  his  own,  upon-  a  fubjed  in  which  his  own 
perfonal  character  was  concerned.  But  as  aliuiion  bad  been 
tnade  to  othi^rs  with  whom  he  a£ked,  he  (hould  make  a  few 
obfervations.  He  then  took  fome  notice  of  the  (hare  which 
the  Liverpool,  the  iFlulI,  the  firiftol,  and  other  Banks  had  in 
creating  the  drain  upon  the  Bank  of  England,  fooietime  pre* 
vious  to  the  Order  in  Council.  They  were  much  lamr  than 
ever  had  been  known  before.  He  took  notice  alio  of  the  ob* 
fervations  of  the  honourable  mover  upon  coin  and  bullion. 
Upon  this  he  obferved,  that  it  was  not  fo  very  eafy  a  fnatter  to 
import  bullion  to  advantage  into  this  country,  as  fome  Gentle- 
men feemed  to  imagine.  The  coina^  of  this  country  took 
bullion  at  a  fixed  price;  confequently  when  bullion  was  very 
high  the  coinage  itf^lf  was  melted  down«  Bullion  was,  at 
the  time  which  the  honourable  Baronet  alluded  to,  in  Hai^ 
burgh  at  the  price  of  4 1  4s.  an  ounce,  and  the  coinage  here 
at  about  3I.  17s.  6d.    Bullion  tlien  might  have  been  imported, 

but 
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but  it  wotild  only  have  (laid  until  it  could  have  been  refliipped. 
and  exported,  and  with  it  much  caih,  for  the  purpoTe  of  being' 
fold  to  us  again.  He  then  entered  into  a  ihort  vindication 
(tf  the  Dire<9ors  with  whom  he  aded,  and  averred  that  they 
had  puifued  meafures  for  the  public  good,  and  not  for  their 
private  enK>iument.  He  added  that  the  purchafe  of  bullion 
w^^  matter  of  vcfy  great  nicety^  and  not  to  be  carried  on  with- 
out a  great  deal  of  judgment  and  care.  He  declined  entering 
into  general  arguments  upon  this  fubjed ;  but  he  could  not 
help  obferving,  that  this  country  was  for  its  finances  and  com- 
mercial charadler  the  envy  of  the  reft  of  the  globe^  and  until 
a  very  late-pej:iod  he  had  not  heard  of  any  refledlions  being 
caft  upon  it.  We  had  feen  Holland,  Hamburgh,  and  other 
commercial  countries,  rife  inprofperity  under  the  management 
of  but  one  Bank,  fohad  this  country.  The  Bank  of  Scotland 
was  of  a  different  nature  from  ours,  and,  therefore,  there  could 
be  no  reafoning  by  way  of  analogy  between  us. 

The  Solicitor  General  thought  that  this  motion,  if  carried, 
would  tend  to  prevent  the  Bank  from  refuming  its  operations 
ihftead  of  aiding  them  in  that  defired  objeft. 

Mr.  Sherieianhidy  he  had  always  defired  to  fee  public  credit 
re-eft abhihed  in  the  pcrfon  of  the  Bank,  and  therefore  he  hrid 
hitherto  oppofed  the  ideas  of  the  worthy  Baronet  upon  that 
fubjc£t.  But  he  did  not  find  by  the  arguments  he  had  heard 
that  any  idea  was  entertained  that  the  Bank  was  to  refume  its 
payments  in  cafh.  He  differed  from  the  worthy  Baronet  as 
to  the  firft  duty  of  the  Bank.  Thaf  honourable  member  looked 
upon  the  Bank  as  having  been  inftituted  for  the  purpofe  chiefly 
of  accommodating  Government.  From  this  he  differed.  He 
wanted  a  public  Bank  that  would  proceed  on  the  narrow  ground 
of  looking  to  itfclf  and  to  itfelf  only,  and  he  was  perfuaded 
that  until  that  was  the  cafe  there  would  be  no  fuch  thing  in 
this  country  as  a  paper  circulation  founded  upon  real  credit. 
If  the  Bank  did  not  open  on  the  24th  of  June,  he  faw  no  rea- 
fon,  from  any  thing  that  had  been  faid  that  night,  for  appre^ 
bending  that  they  would  open  at  all.  It  was  a  farce  to  call 
that  a  Bank,  which  was  never  to  give  for  paper  any  thing  but 
paper.  'It  was  admitted  that  the  Bank  had  with  great  facility 
afiifted  Government  from  time  to  time.  Now  if  the  Bank 
w*s  to  be  confidered  as  bound  to  continue  that  affiftance,  the 
diftreffts  of  the  Government  muft  cohtinue  to  be  the  dittrciles 
of  the  Bank.  But  he  maintained  that  this  was  a  pra<^ice  which 
was  againft  the  general  principle  on  which  the  Bank  ought  )to 
a£t|^nd  on  which  alone  it  ought  to  be  fupported.     The  Bank 

fliouIJ 
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ihould  fay  this; — **  We  know  nothing  of  the  diftrefles  of  Go^ 
vernAent,  we  look  to  the  notes  which  we  bave  ifliied,  and  we 
are  determined  to  pay  them  when  they  become  d«e.''  Whea 
we  had  an  ifiue  of  paper,  it  was  ridicuk>us  to  think  of  confi* 
dence  in  that  paper  upon  any  printiple  but  that  of  its  being 
paid  when  it  became  due.  If  the  Bank  was  allowed  to  ejcor* 
cife  any  difcretion  upon  the  necefllties  of  Goveriunent  in  pre«- 
ference  to  paying  the  demands  upon  it,  fuch  a  Bank  could 
never  have  the  confidence  of  the  public,  aud  fatal  inconve-  . 
nience  would  fbon  arife ;  whereas  by  feparating  tl^  Bank  from 
the  exigencies  of  Government,  this  truth  woQld  foon  appear, 
that  it  IS  owing  to  the  war  that  all  thefe  difficulties  have  arifen. 
Whereas,  by  taking  it  to  be  the  duty  of  the  Bank  to  affift  Go-* 
vernment  in  all  its  diftrefs,  the  Bank  can; never  be  reafonably 
expeSed  to  open  its  payments  in  fpecie  to  its  creditor,  it  muft 
give  paper  for  paper  for  ever,  fo  that  tlie  Bank  would  have  five 
per  cent,  for  giv'mg  its  opinion  upon  the  folvency  of  .Govern* 
menr,  for  it  was  nothing  more  by  the  prefent  fyftenii  and  fap^ 
pofing  them  to  owe  ten  miUions  upon  (licir  prefent  paper,  they 
will  in  the  courfe  of  fourteen  years,  by  die  operation  of  com- 
pound intereft,  realize  to  themfelves  the  whole  of  that  pro^* 
perty ;  this  was  really*giving  to  the  public  creditor  nothing  ia 
reality ;  and  therefore  unleu  he  heard  that  the  Bank  was  to 
open  payments  in  cafh  at  fome  given  time,  he  fhould  be  for 
opening  another  Bank.  With  regard  to  the  notes  of  the  Bank^ 
he  did  not  expedl  them  to  be  at  a  difcount,  even  although  the 
Bank  (hould  npt  pay  in  fpecie,  for  now  that  we  fhould  require 
annually  the  fum  of  26  millions  in  the  colle£lion  of  taxes, 
that  would  keep  them  at  par  while  they  were  received  in  pay- 
ment at  the  Exchequer,  for  any  man  receiving  a  large  fum  in 
Bank  notes  might  readily  pals  them  to  a  diftiller,  or  any  other 
perfon  who  had  two  or  three  hundred  thoufand  pounds  to  pay 
to  the  revenue.  .Thus  the  load  of  our  debt  kept  up  the  credit 
of  our  Bank  notes ;  where  the  fyftem  was  to  end  it  was  not 
difficult  to  guefs.  He  wi(hed  the  Bank  to  refume  a  character 
for  punduality,  and  he  ihpuld  wiih  to  fupport  it  under  that 
rharai3:er,  but  as  no  hope  had  been  given  that  fuch  was  to  be 
,  the  cafc,  be  was  under  the  neceffity  of  fupporting  the  motion. 
He  fpoke  of  the  plan  of  Mr.  Hartfinck  in  terms  of  great  ap« 
probation,  and  faid,  that  in  his  mind  it  promifed  to  be  very 
ufeful. 

The  Chanullor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  that  before  he  ad« 
verted  to  the  honourable  Baronefs  fpeech  and  meafure,  he 
would  make  a  remark  or  two  upon  what  had  fallen  from  the 
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honourable  Gentleman  who  fat  down  laft.  That  honourable 
Gentleman  had  charged  his  learned  friend  (the  Solicitor  Gene- 
Ttiiy  with  fayiftfj;  that  the  Bank  was  made  for  Government ; 
his  learned  friend  had  faid  no  fuch  thing ;  he  had  faid  he  hoped 
thit  the  inrereft  of  the  Bank  was  indentified  with  the  interefl 
bf  the  ptibfic ;  and  who  was  there  who  would  fay  he  would 
aiot  be  forty  that  the  Bank  fhould  have  a  feparate  intereft  ? 
The  hoT^ourable  Gentleman  thouehi  they  fhoiild  be  fepa- 
rate. This  was  SI  quefiion  which  he  would  not  argue  ;  but 
ftirety  his  learned  friend  was  juftified  in  wi(hing  that  the  in^ 
tcred  df  the  Bank  was  indentified  with  that  of  the  public. 

The  honourable  Gentleman  expreffed  his  anxiety  that  cre- 
^  {hould  be  reftored  to  the  Bank  i«  itfelf ;  he  was  glad  to  hear 
him  fay  (b»  it  was  found  principle ;  but  this  could  only  be 
accpmplifhed  by  ^ving  time  to  the  Bank  to  pay  in  cafli.  But 
the  honourable  Gentleman  defpaired,  becaufe  Government 
feund  a  facility  in  thq  Bank  to  fupply  them ;  but  he  forgot 
that  there  was  a  reftri£lion  upon  the  Bank  making  tidvances  to 
Government  beyond  a  certain  amount. 

The  fpecch  of  the  honourable  Baronet  was  replete  witd  in* 
fermatton,  and  difplayed  much  knowledge,  induftry,  and  ac* 
curacy ;  he  would  not,  however,  fallow  him  through  it.  Oa 
many  of  the  general  principles  he  agreed  with  him.  As  to 
the  dFeSs  of  paper  money,  and  the  too  common  error  that  it 
tended  to  raife  the  pric^e  of  provifions,  and  the  other  objections 
which  had  been  made  to  paper  currency,  he  coincided  in  opi- 
nion with  him  ;  for  he  conceived  a  paper  currency  to  be  (if 
not  puflied  beyond  the  commerce  of  the  country;,  of  great 
advantage.  For  the  other  parts,  it  was  not  neceffary  to  enter 
into  them,  unlefs  it  could  be  (hewn  that  the  Bank  was  incom* 
petent  to  circulate  as  much  paper  as  was  wanting,  or  that  they 
wanted  farther  capital,  or  the  inclination  to  extend  the  cir- 
culation. He  never  prefumed  to  give  a  decided  opinion  upon 
the  fubjeft,  for  it  was  of  a  very  complicated  nature  ;  but  he 
believed  that  at  any  period  when  the  paper  jwras  lefs  than  the 
commerce  of  the  country  required,  the  diminution  of  the  p^^r 
was  likely  to  incre^lc  the  cafli  -,  but  this  was  a  fpeculstlTe 
point,  on  which  it  was  not  blameabie  in  Gentlemen  to  difier 
in  opinion.  It  would  be  wrong,  however,  if  the  benefits 
which  had  been  experienced  from  the  Bank  for  a  century, 
fhould  be  taken  away  by  one  fingle  iranfa&ion* 

As  to  monopoly,  he  knew  that  it  was  bad  in  many  cafes, 
and  many  of  the  hrn^^urable  Baronet's  remarks  upon  it  would 
be  well  worth  confideratk>n,  if  the  Houfe  was  now  difcuffing 

the 
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the  queftion  of  granting  a  new  charter  to  the  Bank,  though  he 
was  inclined  to  be  very  cautious  in  adopting  theories  agatnft 
experienced  pra£tical  ben/eiits;  hui  here  the  queftion  of  mono- 
poly did  not  apply,  unlefs  it  could  be  made  out  that  the  Bank 
would  gain  more  by  narrowing  than  extending  their  dealings, 
which  was  not  the  cafe  at  all,  as  their  profits  increafed  exa&ly 
in  the  proportion  of  the  extent  of  their  dealings.  With  re- 
fpe£t  to  the  Bank's  not  buying  bullion,  it  was  not  on  account 
of  the  lofs  that  might  arife  upon  it,  that  they  declined  it,  but 
becaufe  they  would  thereby  increafe  the  evil,  as  it  would  tend 
to  exhauft  the  kingdom  ftill  more  of  its  caih. 

Upon  the  whole  he  hoped  the  Houfe  would  fee  that  it  would 
not  be  coniiftent  either  with  prudence  or  equity,  or  fairnefs, 
to  avail  themfelves  of  the  fituation  of  the  Bank,  fandlioned  by 
Parliament,  to  deprive  it  of  the  benefit  of  its  chartered  rights. 
On  thefe  grounds  he  would  vote  aojainft  the  motion. 

Mr.  Manning  faid,  that  he  hacf  hc^s  that  the  Bank  would 
rcfume  its  functions  on  the  day  expe£ted ;  fdt  that  money 
continually  came  into  the  Bank  from  various  Bankers,  and 
that  although  the  Bank  was  now  refh-ifted  from  paying  in 
the  fpecie  of  this  realm,  yet  that  any  Gentleman  might  now 
be  paid  the  amount  of  any  Bank  note  in  foreign  coin. 

Sir  ff^.  Puheney  replied  to  all  the  arguments  urged  agatnft 
his  motion. 

The  Houfe  then  divided  :— 

Ajis^  (For  the  motion)  15 

NoiSf  (Againft  it)  50 

Majority  35 

Adjourned.  ■ 

HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Wednesday,  May  31.        \ 

PROTEST 
Entered  on  the  Journals  of  the  Housx  of  Lords,  in  confequcnce 
of  the  refolution  of  the  Houfe  to  rejed  the  motion  of  the  Dukt 
of  Bedford  for  the  difmiffion  of  Minifters. 

DiSSINTISNT, 

ift.  3ecaufe,  a£ting  accordiogtothe  tncieot  pnttice  of  the  Britifh  conftttotion, 
and  in  cooformity  vrith  its  true  principles,  we  hold  the  advifert  of  the  cr9vn  to  be 
ff  fponfible  for  the  condition  of  the  ftate  ;  refponiible  for  its  internal  peace,  and 
general  good  Government ;  for  thepreCervation  of  all  its  ancient  fundamental  rights 
and  liberties ;  for  the  protection  of  its  commerce,  of  iu  credit,  and  the  ▼ariouSy 
fourccs  of  its  profjperity  and  w^th;  for  the  obferrancc  of  order,  difcipline,  aod 

,1^^  obedleQCt 
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obedience  in  all  the  departments  of  the  public  force;  for  the  honour  and  fuccff« 
of  oar  arma  (If  unfortunately  engaged  in  war)  :  for  the  proponderance  of  the  Brftiii 
|k>wer/  and  for  the  glory  and  fplendour  of  the  Britilh  name.  Inftcad  of  reco^niung 
hi  his  Majefty*s  Minifters  that  abiltCyy  forefight,  and  integrity,'  by  which  .thcre> 
its  dcareft  interefts  are  preferred,  we  have  fecn  throughout  a  couiTe  of  years,  the 
aSain  of  the  nation  conducted  with  that  incapacity,  perfidy,  and  corruption,  Uy 
which  ail  great  empires,  from  the  beginning  of  the  world,  have  found  iheir  ruin  ; 
^d  which,  in  the  particular  flate  and  (ituation  of  Great  Britain,  have  nearly  ez- 
baufted  Its  refources  and  its  credit,  and  annthiJated  its  conftitutlon,  whiph  bare 
brought  (hame  upon  its  character  in  the  eyes  of  foreign  n^tion^,  and  diffufed  largely 
among  its  fVibjects  ftiiflrud  in  the  intentions  of  their  Governors,  hatred  of  their 
power,  and  contempt  for  their  debility. 

ad.  ^caufe  encouraged  by  the  uniform,  implicit^  and  fatal  confidence  of  this 
Houfe  in  the  conduct  of  Minifters,  a  fyftem  of  Government  has  arifen,  which, 
if  it  be  further  perfcvered  in,  will  render  the  fortunes  of  thefe  realms  utterly  ii  re- 
trievable, e\'en-{hould  wifdom  and  virtue  fuccced  in  the  minds  of  tho^  Mioi()?rs 
to  ignorance  aijd  wickpdnefs.  Tl^at  fyftem  is  governed  by  principles  the  very  re^ 
verfe  of  thoie  by  which  ftates  and  focieries  haveliitherto  been  kept  together.  It 
j$  grounded  on  the  doctrine  that  honour  and  reward  is  to  attend  on  crime  and  fully  ; 
and  that  men  ^re  to  be  entrufted  with  power  in  proportion  to  their  difpofition  tq 
abufe  It.  Such  perverted  maxims  of  policy  take  from  Government  all  tlic  fuppprt 
if  derives  from  opinion.  The  opinion  of  Its  confiftcncy  is  loft  by  Minifters  adopt- 
ing and  rejecting,  as  it  fuits  the  purpofe  of  their  power,  fyftems  which  they  alrcr^ 
nately  recommend  and  resile.  The  opinion  of  its  juftic^is  deftroycd  fron^  feeing 
that  power  depends  on  a  principle  wh^ch  confounds  the  firft  diltioctions  of  right 
and  wrong.  Ail  opinion  of  its  vigour  and  efficiency  is  loft  in  tho*  daily  infuitt 
to  its  authority  to  which  they  are  compelled  ro  fubmit.  Every  fpecies  of  difordcr 
is  hence  intrcdi(ced.  The  example  of  thofe  who  govern  is  followed  by  thofe  who 
obey,  nothing  regular  9*  orderly  ixjjaund  in  the  interc'/urfe  hetWienftAjtOi  and  fpvc^ 
reign.  State  neceffity,  infead  of  being  refefvedftr  oceafans  of  the  lafi  enter getscy^  ii  k- 
forted  to  as  the  eonfanty  and  every  dtiyfraSict  of  Execut.ve  admi notation.  In  fuch  a 
fyftem  there  is  neither  order  nor  freedom  ;  and  it  is  the  energy  of  freedom  alone 
that  can  refift  witheffe^  the  real  or  fancied  fuperiority  of  military  means.  Where 
410  power  is  fefc  to  correct  the  v'yct s  of  an  ill  adminiftcred  commopwealth,  noihit^ 
will  vcma'm  to  oppose  to  the  enterprises  of  a  foreign  enemy* 

3d.  Becaufe  to  fuiFer  ourfelves  to  be  found  by  a  foreign  enemy  in  this  diftracted 
condition,  whan  we  have  the  means  of  avoiding  it,  feems  to  us  highly  impolitic,  and 
wantonly  to  call  down  dcflruction  upon  the  ft;ite.  We  fee  nothing  in  the  prefent 
Mioiftect  fo  valuable  as  to  induce  us  to  rifle,  for  their  prefcpation,  any  part  of  the 
common  intercft.  They  have  already  kJndkd,  by  their  odious  perfccution  of  the 
CithoUct  in  Ireland,  the  flimcs  of  civil  difcord  in  that  country.  We  believe  that 
aji  immediate  change  of  men  and  of  meafures  would  yet  preferve  the  common  tics 
by  which  the  two  countries  are  united.  If,  unhnppily,  meafures  of  intolerance 
are  to  be  fuftaincd  by  the  fword,  and  if  that  oppreflcd  country  be  torn  from  the 

Britifls 
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Britiih  GfowOy  as  Afnerlca  was  feTcred  from  oar  empire,  rather  than  that  tbefe 
Miiiiften<&o«iid  iacur  the  lo£i  of  their  offices,  ve  afe  unable  to  fee  in  what  Great 
Britain  wonld  be  the  gainer.  If  an  invaliuaof  thefe.rcvlms  fiiould  be  the  refuU;. 
of  delaying  to  openafiacerenegociatioo  for  petce,  fuily  as  w«je)y  upon  lhe«al  and 
bfaFCfy  of  o«r  coantrynen  for  the  event,  we  do  not  conceive  that  the  mifchicf 
of  foch  An  attempt  wouU  in  any  degree  be  compcofated  by  finding,  at  the  dofc  of 
it,thofe  Mintflerl  ftiU  in  their  offices.  Above  all  things  we  deem  it  highly  inexpe- 
dient tluit  any  numerous  or  important  clafs  of  the  people  flionld,  in  fo  perilous  « 
moraant,  conceive  themfelves  to  be  placed  in  the  alternative  between  foreign 
con^ueft  and  domeftjc  ufurpaiiop.  We  t^iink  that  in  this  criGs  no  exri^fc  is  left 
for  not  calling  forth  the  whole  wifdox,  and  ail  that  remains  of  the  energy  of  the 
Brttifli  n^ition  j  th«t  it  i|  among  the  crimes  of  thefe  Mioiftcrs  that  they  have  e'x^ 
hauilcd  in  idle  alarms  for  faAtous  pur^ofes,  thofc  rcfources  which  onght  to  have 
^en  prefsrved  whole  and  unbroken,  10  meet  the  diOflers  which  are  impending; 
oyer  us  ^  and  for'  having  fct  up  a  cry  of  loyally  againft  liberty,  to  the  deftruc* 
tion  of  that  real  ftrength  by  ^hich  alone  our  ihorcsjnd  our  altars  can,  in  the 
laft  extremity,  he  defended. 

4th.  Becaufe  (uch  a  fyftcm  is  dangerous  to  our  prefent  fafcty  and  exiftmce  as  aa 
Independent  State,  and  the  fupport  uniformly  givtfl  to  h*,  tends  to  degrade  and  vi« 
lify  this  Houfe  in  the  opinion  of  the  people.  For  tjhe  lirft  time  in  oui^  hiftory  the 
c^nti;ft]ance  of  n  Minif«.er  in  office  feems  to  be  maje  a  condition  of  the  Coof^tu- 
tion.  If  the  Minlfter,  after  having  reduced  his  country  to  the  lowed  ebb  of  ih^me 
^  mi/eryi  ihall  continue  to  receive  and  to  difpenfe  all^  tniQs,  honours,  and  cmo- 
lamcnts,  and  to  be  fupported  in  his  abandoned  courfe^  by  this  Houfe,  no  motive 
will  remain  to  love  and  reverence  a  Contii^utton  exhibited  in  thefe  colours  to  the 
people,  through  the  medium  of  this  Houfe.  Feeling  no  intereft  in  our  proceed- 
iugs,  they  wifl  lofe  all  refpe^  for  our  charaAer,  and  ill  .belief  in  oiw  honour. 

5th.  Becaufe  we  believe  the  prefent  Minii^ers  to  be  utterly  incompetent  to  t^ 
tnre  of  the  evils  they  have  prpdu<9ed>  A$  the  principles  on  which  they  made  the 
war  offer  no  profpeft  for  its  fucccfs,  thoCe  on  which  they  have  hitherto  negoci- 
ated  for  peace  afcrd  no  hope  for  its  attainment.  As  the  improvidence  and  inca- 
pacity with  which  they  have  conduced  the  war  hive  cojittibuted  fo  largely  to  pro- 
duce the  calamitous  fituation  of  .Europe,  and  to  build  np  the  pr  digious  power  of 
the  French  Republic,  we  conceive  that  they  pafTefs  not  the  means  of  obtaining 
fafe  or  honourable  terras  of  peace  for  this  country.  We  cannot  expe^l  that  they 
yill  hereafter  cherilh  or  encourage  that  fpirit  of  liberty  under  which,  in  farmer 
times,  our  greatncfs  has  grown  and  been  matured.  We  are  rather  impreffitd  with 
the  fear  that,  under  the  fame  pretences  which  have  caufcd  all  our  prefent  dif- 
aflen,  large  military  eftablifhments  will  continue  to  be  kept  up,  with  a  view  pf 
cruihing  all  its  efforts,  and  rivetting  flill  ck>fer  the  fetters  of  the  people ;  that  «• 
leafed  from  the  preffure  of  foreign  hoftility,  they  will  have  recourfe  to  coercive 
meafures  in  that  unhappy  country  where  their  opprciTions  have  already  provoked 
tile  people  to  refiflance^     We  can  hope  for  no  orconomy  from  men  whoTe  extra- 
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▼agiBce  and  wafte  exceeds  v^hatever  has  been  heard  of  the  mad  prodigallcy  of 
former  ptriods.  We  can  expr£k  ao  falucary  refonnatioDS  from  tbofe  wlio  have 
endeavoured  to  engraft  upon  and  bleod  with  the  fiibftance  of  the  Cottfthstioo  it- 
feif,  thofe  abuiea  by  which  their  rapacity  is  fnpported.  Finally,  we  can  expeft^ 
from  fuch  men  andfUch  a  fytkcm^  no  other  iiTuebut  tbe  efiabliihmetttof  a  do* 
minion  of  Mini&erial  terrorifmy  fupported  by  Parliamentary  corraptioni  infleaA 
of  the  ancient  Coaftitutioo  of  thia  country  conduded  according  to  the  principlea 
of  the  Revolution.  (Signed)  Bed  roe  n» 

CasvwoRTH. 

Heard  Counfcl  on  Sir  Godfrey  Wcbfter  Vaflkrs  Divorce 
bilL 

The  bills  upon  the  table  went  through  their  feveral  ftages ; 
and 

The  Vagrant  bill,  on  the  motion  of  the  Chancellor^  was 
ordered  to  be  read  a  fecond  time  on  Friday^  when  it  is  to  un- 
dergo a  full  confideration. — Adjourned, 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Wednesday,  Ma^  31. 

Mr.  Alderman  Combe  brought  up  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee, to  whom  the  bill  to  prevent  Forcftalling  live  Cattle» 
&c.  was  referred.  Ordered  to  be  takeif  into  confideration  on 
the  8th  of  June,  and  to  be  pnnted. 

AMERICAN  TREATY  BILL. 

Mr.  Ryder  moved  the  order  of  the  day  for  the  Houfe  to  re- 
folve  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe  on  the  Treaty 
between  his  Britannic  Majefty  and  the  United  States  of  Ame- 
rica. - 

Mr.  Nfchoils  faid,  that  the  bill  which  was  now  before  the 
Committee  did  not  contain  any  proviCons  for  regulating  the 
intercourfe  between  the  United  States  of  America  and  the 
Weft-India  Iflands ;  after  fuch  a  length  of  time  had  elapfed 
fmce  this  intercourfe  had  taken  place,  he  could  have  wi(hed 
that  fome  provifion  fhould  now  be  made  for  its  regulation,  and 
not  left  to  be  regulated  on  the  fpur  of  the  occafion,  as  the  cafe 
might  hereafter  happen,  by  the  Governors  of  the  Weft-India 
Iflands,  or  by  their  interference.  We  fliould  remember  the 
iituation  in  which  we  ftood ;  when  the  prefent  conteft  was 
over  we  (hould  have  rivals  in  our  commerce  with  America, 
and  unlefs  we  made  wife  provifions  in  time,  it  was  doubtful 
whether  we  could  retain  oqr  ftation  in  commerce.  France, 
Spain,  and  Italy,  would  be  our  hvalsj  and  we  may  then  have 

difficulties 
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diffccilties  to  maintain  in  our  commercial  fdperiority  which 
we  do  not  feel  now.  America  was  now  on  bad  terms  with 
France,  and  good  terms  with  us ;  (he  had  many  raw  materials 
to  fell  which  it  was  our  intereft  to  buy,  and  we  (hould  avail 
curfelves  of  the  prcfent-good  difpofition  of  America  towards  us 
with  regard  to  the  Weft-Indie«  as  well  as  Great-Britain.  He 
could  not  refrain  from  expreSing  his  regret  that  the  Miniften 
of  this  country  had  not,  in  the  courfc  of  14  years,  framed  a 
plan  of  a  general  and  permanent  nature  with  regard  to  our 
commerce  and  the  commerce  of  the  Weft-Indies  with  the 
American  States. 

Mr.  Ryder  faid,  that  the  obfervations  of  the  learned  Gen«- 
tieman  did  not  refer  to  the  fubjec^  of  the  bill  now  before  the 
Committee,  but  to  topics  of  another  kind,  for  the  refolution 
which  he  had  to  move  did  not  relate  to  any  commerce  between 
the  United  States  of  America  and  the  Weft-Indies.  There 
was  a  plan  fettled  in  this  country  upon  that  fubjed,  upon  what 
was  underftood  by  thofe  who  frjimed  it  to  be  equitable,  and  of 
reciprocal  advantage  to  the  parties  to  be  affected  by  it,  but  had 
not  been  ratified  on  the  part  of  America ;  it  was  not  his  inten* 
tion  to  propofe  any  thing  now  upon  that  fubjefl.  What  mea- 
fures  might  be  thought  neceffary  upon  that  fubjcdl  would  of 
courfe  be  communicated  to  the  Houfe,  if  any  fuch  (hould  be  in  ' 
contemplation,  but  that  was  not  the  fubjedk  of  the  prefent  bill. 

The  Houfe  then  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
Houfe. 

Mr.^Ryder  opened  the  nature  of  the  refolutions  which  he 
had  to  move,  after  which  they  were  all  put  and  carried.  Re- 
port ordered  to  be  received  the  next  day. 

EIGHTEBN    MILLION    LOAN   BILL. 

The  Houfe  having  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  and  the  ;8  million  loan,  called  the  Loyalty  Loan, 
being  referred  to  that  Committee, 

Trie  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  xok^  and  faid,  that,  although 
the  laying  of  any  additional  burthen  on  the  People  was  a  mat- 
ter of  as  much  regret  to  him  as  it  could  pofTibly  be  to  any  one, 
yet,  confidering  that  the  demand  for  it  was  fo  obvious  as  to  be 
recognized  by  the  Pablic,  and  that  tliere  could  be  but  few  or 
no  obje6tions  to  it,  he  felt  himfcif  free  to^  bring  the  matter  be- 
fore the  Houfe.  The  Committee  would  anticipate  him,  and 
fee,  that  he  meant  to  move  for  a  vote  to  reprifc  the  fubfcribers 
to  the  loan,  commonly  called  the  Loyalty  Loan,  for  the  loflfts 
th«y  had  fuftained  by  the  depreflion  of  the  Funds  fubfequent 
to  their  fubfcribitig.    This,  he  conceived,  to  be  a  propohtion 

which 
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iKrhich  the  Houfe  could  not  fail  to  regard  with  a  favouable  eye, 
fincc  it  muft  be  obvious  to  them,  that  the  perfons  in  whofe  be- 
half it  was  made,  bad  been  adluated,  in  a  great  degree,  by-j&eal 
for  the  public  fervice,  and  by  that  zeal  had  incurred  the 
loflfes  which  it  was  his  wi(h  the  Houfe  (hould  make  good. 
At  the  fame  time,  it  was  not  to  be  denied,  the  Subfcribers 
looked  forward  for  fome  chance  of  advantage  from  a  favourable 
turn  of  affairs  ;  it-  was  certain  that  they  looked  alfo  to  the  pof- 
fibility  of  fome  lofs  from  a  contrary  turn,  and  might  therefore 
be  fairly  conCdered  as  guided  in  their  condn£l,  upon  that  oc- 
cafion,  by  public  zeal.  Be  thiS'as  it  might,  ,the  Houfe,  upon 
a  retrofpe6lion  to  the  Aate  of  the.  funds  at  that  day  and  a 
comparative  view  of  them  witli  the  terms  of  the  Loyalty  Loan, 
veould  fee,  that  the  Public  had  incurred  a  much  fmaller  bur- 
then by  that  than  by  any  other  form  in  which  a  loan  could 
then  have  been  procured :  they  would  alfo  fee,  that  the  Sub- 
fcribers could  not  poffbiy,  with  any  degree  of  foundation  to 
warrant  them,  have  leaked  forward  for  fuch  a  heavy  lofs  as 
that  which  they  had  fuftained  fince  the  fecood  period  of  their 
depofit.  He  faid^  he  was  far  from  wifhing  to  keep  from  the 
view  of  the  Committee,  that^  thq  Subftribers  had  no  ftrift 
ground  of  right;  but  he  wiflied  to  imprefs  upon  the  Houfe, 
.that,  with  a  view  lo  future  example,  as  well  as  to  reward  me- 
rit, it  was  deiirable,  not  to  leave  them  to  fuffcr  a  lofs,  fuch  as 
they  could  not,  at  the  time  they  endeavoured  to  ferve  their 
Country  by  the  loan,  have  reafonably  looked  to,  though  they 
had  the  merit  to  do  lb,  calculating  as  he  had  already  ftateif, 
upon  fome  eventual  lofs.  He  ftatcd,  that,  previous  to  the  Sub- 
fcribers having  made  the  firft  depofit,  they  fuffere^  a  lofs  by 
the  fall  of  the  funds  of  full  three  per  cent,  i  and,  after  that, 
the  lofs  they  fuftained  amounted  to  a  heighth  of  not  lefs  than 
eight,  14,  and  15  per  cent.  At  prcfent,  they  ftood  at  a  lofs  of 
14.  But,  notwithftanding  thefe  material  loffes,  the  Subfcribers 
made  good  their  ftipulated  payments ;  and,  on  that  account, 
the  Public  would  not  be  the  Ids  difpofed  to  make  them  an  al- 
lowance. I'he  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  recalled  to 
the  remtrabrance  of  the  Houfe,  the  circumftances  which  led  to 
thefe  lofTcs;  the  unfortunate  events  which  had  taken  place  on 
the. Continent,  &c.  &c.  all  of  which  had  a  fliare  in  depreiling 
the  flocks  far  beyond  the  natural  expefiations  of  any  one  at 
the  time  that  loan  was  made. 

On  thefe  grounds  he  thought  it  would  be  proper  to  alleviate 
the  preflure  upon  tiie  Subfcribers.  He  confeflcd  there  were 
feme  difEcullics  lay  in  the  way,  arifing  from  the  transfer  of 
ihcir  ftock ;  there  was  no  rule  to  go  by.  >  But  the  difcount 

being 
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being^rom  11  to  14  per  cent,  he  thought  it  would  be  only  a 
juft.confideration  to  allow  them  5I.  in  every  icol.  in  tlie  fhape 
of  a  Long  Annuity  of  7s  and  6d  on  every  lool.  Tiiofe  to 
whom  this  would  be  ajjowed,  in  the  fulleft  and  moll  dircft 
manner,  were  they  v/ho  originally  came  forward,  and  who 
made  their  piyments  good.  And  it  would  be  hard,  he  thought, 
to  leave  out  thofe  who  had  been  obl'rged  by  abfolute  ncccffity  to 
fell.  On  the  bcft  confideration,  he  found  it  was  impoffible  to 
form  any  divifion  between  the  Subfcribcr  and  Holder.  The  only 
thing,  therefore,  to  be  done  was,  to  fettle  the  general  amount,  and 
leave  it  to  the  Holder  and  Subfcriber  to  fettle  their  refpedive 
claims,  and  the  bulinefs  then  would  find  its  level ;  and  this 
could  only  l)e  done  by  allowing  the  addition  to  thofe  who  pro- 
dui  ed  the  orig'naF receipts.  He  would  not  have  the  meafure 
apply  to  individual  cafes  only,  but  operate  generally,  and  this 
he  conceived  to  be  better  than  fiibjcdling  it  to  any  arbitrary 
rule.  The  an.ount  of  the  whole  he  dated  to  be  an  annuity  of 
between  fixty  and  feventy  thoufand  pounds  a  year.  Not  only 
the  gep.erofity,  but,  in  liis  view,  the  policy  of  the  Country, 
called  upon  the  Houfe  to  concur,  and  on  this  ground  he  moved 
the  Refolution,  "  that  7s  6d  per  cent.  Long  Annuity  be 
.*'  granted  on  the  fa  id  loan." 

Mr.  Dent  faid,  he  was  not  aware  that  he  fliould  be  called 
upon  by  public  duty  to  give  his  vote  againfl  a  mtafutc  of  this 
kind.  He  mull,  however,  perform  bi«  duty.  He  could  by  no 
means  give  his  vote  for  the  meafure  whidi  was  now  propofed. 
He  knew  nothing  of  this  as  a  queftion  of  jxirty.  He  dreaded  it 
as  a  matter  of  future  example.  It  might  be  confiderc.l  hereafter 
as  a  matter  of  precedent.  The  Hou^e  fliouiJ  be  cautious  i)efore 
they  eftablilhed  fuch  a  prcceden".  No  maa  could  cdculale  the 
evil  which  fuch  a  preccdenr  r  ^i.^t  bring  upon  the  Public.  In 
1779  and  1780,  ihere  hr.<l  W:n  !oai:s  in  wliich  the  Suhfcribers 
had  luhl-red  much,  but  nothuig  of  this  kind  was  granted  to  re- 
lieve their  dirt.-,  ffes.  I'liere  was  a  fhiuin'^  of  "lontine  to  re- 
lieve them  a  little.,  but  liere  was  to  be  voted  away  atbnce  near 
feventy  thoufand  pounds  of  tlie  public  nionev,  and  for  the  pay- 
ment of  which  taxes  were  to  be  levied  fo-  cvti  on  the  People. 
He  was  not  aware  that  any  Gentleman  wonlJ  feconl  his  no- 
tion, but  he  fhould  certainly  move,  '*  'J  iMt  the  Chairman  do 
**  do  leave  the  Chair  without  P'ltting  rhis  Refolution  "  •  The 
three  per  cents,  were  tiow  between  47  and  4.8  ;  when  this  loan 
was  entered  into  they  v.\re,  ?!>out  56.  He  willied  to  know 
whether  every  iiolder  of  Stock  wrjs  not  in  the  famefituatioi.  as 
thefe  Gentlemen  ?  He  did  not  fee  in  their  cafe  any  th'i.cr  to 
entitle  them  to  favour,  more  than  all  thofe  who  bad  advanced 
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ihoney  on  the  faith  of  the  public  funds.  He  believed  there 
was  no  man  out  of  that  Houfe,  who  had  lefs  to  do  with  jobs 
about  the  funds  than  the  Glianccllor  of  the  Exchequer.  He 
acquitted  him  entirely  of  any  intention  to  deceive  the  Public, 
or  of  wafting  it<;  wealth.  But  there  were  about  him  a  fet  of 
men  of  very  different  views,  who  advifed  him  to  adopt  mea- 
fures,  which,  if  he  was  as  well  acquainted  with  as  they  were, 
he  would  never  adopt,  for  they  were  injurious  to  tlie  public 
intcreft.  He  faw  no  reafon  for  confidering  this  loan  in  any 
other  light  than  a  bagain,  wliich  included  much  fpeculation. 
This  was  like  any  other  (peculation.  If  the  Subfcribers  had 
profited  15  per  cent,  they  would  not  have  come  forward  and 
fuflPered  the  Public  to  partake  of  the  advantage,  but  they  found 
it  to  be  a  lofing  fpeculation,  and  they  called  upon  the  Public  to 
bear  a  part  of  tiiat  lofs.  He  faw  no  reafon,  nor  juftice,  nor 
fairnefs,  nor  equity  in  this.  They  did  not  come  forward  as 
Subfcribers  with  any  idea  that  they  were  to  lofe.  If  they  came 
forward  out  of  oftentation,  they  ought  to  pay  the  expencc 
which  attended  that  oftentation,  for  they  did  not  do  it  with  a 
view  of  ferving  their  country.  He  thought  that  thofe  \vho  had 
lubfcribed  large  funis  of  money  ought  to  be  made  to  bear  the 
lofs.  There  were  fome  perfons  who  fubfcribed  to  keep  up  ap- 
pearances, and  to  be  on  good  terms  with  thofe  who  were  above 
them,  and  if  it  was  poffible,  he  (hould  like  to  relieve  them,  for 
vvhat  they  did  was  done  to  fave  their  bread  ;  in  order  to  cm- 
brace  the  cafes  of  fuch  perfons,  he  fhould  not  diflike  to  meet  a 
refolution  confined  to  thofe  who  had  not  advanced  any  thing 
above  loool.  As  to  thofe  who  fubfcribed  to  large  fums  he  had 
no  idea  of  relieving  them.  Ir  was  eafy  to  vote  that  the  Pub- 
lic fliould  pay  70,0001.  but  he  knew  not  where  the  money  was 
to  come  from.  He  was  forry  that'  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer Jhould  be  advifed  to  come  forward  with  fuch  a  mca-f 
fure  as  this,  and  that  he  was  fo  weak  as  to  liften  to  fuch  advice. 
He  was  confident  that  the  independent  part  of  the  Subfcribers 
did  not  wifli  for  it.  He  knew  th.u  the  Minifter  had  been  im- 
pofed  upon.  Very  often  in  bargaining  for  a  loan,  three  or  four 
perfons  pretended  to  hid  again  ft  each  other,  whereas  they  had 
concerted  their  plun  and  afteiwafdci  divided  the  profits  of  the 
bargain.  Up«^>n  the  whole  he  found  it  his  duty  to  move,  **  That 
*•  the  Chairman  do  now  leave  the  Chair." 

Mr.  fV.  Smith  agreed  with  much  of  what  had  been  faid  by 
the  gentleman  wIk)  had  juft  fat  down,  He  recited  fome  abufes 
upon  the  public  with  refpeft  to  loans,  and  which  amount  to  a 
dire6l  fraud.  The  ground  of  right  to  this  afliftancc  to  the  fub- 
fcnbers  was  given  up  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  who 

moved 
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moved  it.  The  chim  muft  reft  upon  fome  foundation.  Thcfc 
genriemen  cither  came  forward  as  good  patriots  to  fupporl  a 
juft  and  neccffary  wnr,  or  they  came  forward  to  make  what 
they  thoui»ht  a  good  bargain  for  them fe Ives,  for  no  man  makes 
whnt  he  thinks  a  had  bar(»ain  for  himfelf.  He  knew  many 
gentle  nen  bv  name  who  fuhfcribcd  to  this  loan,  expefling  it 
to  he  a  profitable  one.  He  knew  others  wha  did  not  put 
4own  their  names  becaufe  they  thought  it  would  be  a  pro- 
fitable one,  but  who  were  afraid  of  heinj;  what  are  cal- 
led ^'  marked  men"  if  they  did  not  do  it.  There  were  many 
in  the  City  of  London  who  were  bankers,  and  whom  he 
would  not  name,  but  fome  of  them  were  members  of  that 
Houfe  (he  would  defcribe  them  no  nearer)  who  fuhfcribed 
from  thjt  motive.  He  would  not  difgrace  the  title  of  Patriot 
by  calling  fuch  men  Patriots.  But  the  mafs  of  the  fubfcribers 
to  this  loan  were  perfons  who  had  made  a  bargain  bv  which 
they  expefled  to  ^ain  10  percent,  for  three  years  for  their 
monev,  with  an  abfolute  fecurity  for  the  capital  at  the  end  of 
that  time.  Were  men  who  expvfted  to  have  double  the 
amount  of  legal  intcreft  for  their  money^  together  with  a 
fecur  ty  for  the  capital,  to  be  confidered  as  Patriots  for  fo  lend- 
ing thcir*money  ?  There  were  fome  who  came  forward  out  of- 
oftentation  to  have  their  names  enrolled  at  the  Exchequer,  and 
expcded  to  be  handed  down  to  pofteriiv  as  great  patriots  as 
thofe  who  gained  the  glory  of  thtf  battle  of  Alarathon ;  he 
wifhed  to  know  whether  any  of  thefe  (hould  have  the  pecuni- 
ary reward  which  was  now  propofcd  to  be  given  to  them.  He 
really  faw  no  pretence  for  this  mcafure,  nor  did  he  fee  anv 
defcription  of  men  who  deferved  to  lofe,  and  to  bear  theiV 
Ipflfes,  more  than  thefe  men  did  ;  he  took  notice  of  >vhat 
he  had  infiftcd  upon  when  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
opened  his  budget.  He  had  then  faid  that  there  was  at  leaft 
a  million  unprovided  for  bv  that  ftatement ;  he  rec;' pi  tula  ted 
the  items  that  compofed  that  fum  ;  he  obferved  that  the  fun> 
to  the  Princefs  Royal  had  not  been  included.  It  would  have 
done  credit  to  the  Minifter  to  advife,  and  to  another  quarter  to 
have  determined,  to  make  provifion  for  that  marriage,  in  a 
manner  that  (hould  not  bear  upon  the  (houlders  of  a  ))eop]e 
already  (looping  under  their  burthens.  He  maintained  that 
when  the  fpm  now  propofcd,  came  to  be  addj^d  to  the  reft,  the 
whole  fum  of  deficiency  which  muft  l)c  raifed  annually  by 
frefli  taxes,  would  amount  to  140,000!.  a  year.  Had  thefe 
perfons.who  fuhfcribed  to  this  loan  juft  claims,  he  fhould  agree 
to  relieve  them,  great"  as  the  burthens  were  upon  the  people 
becaufe  nothing  could  be  (0  great  a  weight  upon  them,  as  that 
pf  injufticc  J  but  as  they  had  no  fuch  claim,  he  muft  fupport 
3E2  Ihp 
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the  mction  for  the  chairman  leaving  the  chair  withOwJt  putting 
this  refoKition. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  tlut  he  hnd  always  de- 
clared that  the  Suh(cr*,bershad  noclainiof  Rigi  t.  But  hi^ving  told 
the  SublVribt*rs  that  there  would  he  no  loan  ^^    vc  -8  millions 
that  year,  they  were  in  equity  entitled  to  .^f  i.fK'cration  on  that 
account.  An  honourable  Gepileira'.i  .  Mr.  W.  Smith)  had  llaied 
the  ID  per  cent,  tor  three  yearsi  as  if  it  was  a  permanent 
intcreft,  whereas  if  it  continued  for  a  longer  time  than  three 
years,  it  decreafed  in  a  ratio  that  would  bring  it  down  in 
four  years  to  8  per  cent,  ^nd  fo  on.     The  quedion  for  the 
Committee  was  this — Did  or  did  not  the  fubfcribcrs  lend 
their  money  at  lefs  than  the  market  price  of  the  funds?  and 
if  fo.  Were  they  not   entitled  to  confideration  ?  Thehon. 
Gentleman  had  indulged  in  pluufible  topics,  which,  how- 
ever, did  not  apply  to  the  cafe:  for  the  money  being  lent 
under  .market  price,  evinced  a  difpofltion  to  ferve  the  coun- 
try:— and  if,  as  was  the  faS,  it  was  lent  on  the  terms  of 
no  other  loan  being  made  that  year,  which  the  emergencies 
the  coimtry  made  it  impoflible  to  fulfil,  had  they  not  a 
claim  for  indemnification  r  The  hon.  Gentleman  (hould  re- 
colleft,  that  they  were -at  par  only  for  a  few  days,  and  that 
at  the  fccond  payment  they  were  at  an  enormous  difcount. 
As  there  could  be  no  transfer  without  a  receipt,  and  no  re- 
ceipt could  by  law  be  granted  till  the  fecond  payment,  there 
was  no  manner  of  evidence  for  the  Houfe  to  go  on*     But  by 
the  transfer  of  the  receipts  after  the  fccond  dcpofit,  the  bulk 
transferred  muft  have  been  after  they  had  fallen  to  a  heavy 
difcount,  fo  that  their  lofs  muft  have  been  great. 

Mr.  Smith  faid,  he  did  not  allbrt  that  the  rubfcribers  would 
have  ten  per  tent,  in  perpetuity,  btit  for  three  years. 
•  The  Chancellcr  cf  t.e  Exhequer  allowed  that  the  fubfcribers 
had  no  claim  of  right  for  indemnification  for  the  lofs  that 
they  had  fuftained  ;  but  he  flill  contended,  that  under  all  the 
circumftances  of  the  cafe,  they  had  a  fair  claim  upon  the 
liberality  of  Parliair.ent. 

Mr.  Tierney  could  not  allow  the  refohition  to  be  put  with- 
out cxprclling  his  opinion  upon  the  fubjed  •  and  though  he 
kticw  too  well  the  iiTue  of  divifions  in  that  Houfe  to  prcfs 
one  on  the  evening,  yet  it  any  other  gentleman  chofe  to  di* 
vide  the  Committee,  his  name  would  be  found  in  wh^t  he 
fiippofcd  would  be  the  minority.  The  pr^^pofition  of  the 
Clianctllor  of  the  Exchequer  was  nothing  lefs  than  ripping 
up  an  a<S  of  Parliament,  by  an  attempt  to  do  what  he  called 

Jufticejj 
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juftice,  when  hq  himfclf  allowed,  that  from  the  lapf^  of 
time  and  circumflances  which  had  intorvened,  juftice  was 
rcndired  impoirible.  Add  to  this,  that  the  propofition  was 
made  at  the  end  of  a  fellion,  which  he  miift  not  call  extrava- 
gant, for  that  Houfe  n^vcj  did  any  thing  extravagant ;  but 
at  the  end  of  a  feflion  in  which  burthens  had  been  impofcd 
upon  the  people  to  an  ?;in'^»urit  bey.'iid  all  precedent,  they 
were  called  iipon  to  vrAt  *:  j,oo  .1.  a  year,  which,  at  fourteen 
years  purchafe,  was  one  uiiliion  flerling  of  the  people's 
money.  He  aflccd  if  the  Hc/ufc  had  n(»t  as  much  confidence 
in  the  hon  Gentleman  as  the  hun.  Gentleman  contended  the 
coimtry  had  in  the  Houfe  ;  whether  ihcy  would  give  their 
fanclion  to  a  meafure  fo  Ihamcful  in  its  nature,  and  fo  in- 
jurious in  its  effcdls  ?  If  relief  was  to  be  given,  why  was  not 
a  petition  prefcntcd  by  the  fuffercrs  to  the  Houfe  ftating  their 
lofs,  and  praying  for  indt  mnification  •?  But  whea  this 
mutiny  arofe  among  the  Loyallib,  they,  like  other  mu- 
tineers, appointed  Delegates  ;  for  five  months  they  had  bad 
conferences  almoil  every  w^ek  with  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer.  What  wondei  was  it  then  that  the  honourable 
Gentleman  a(ked,  with  an  air  of  triumph,  what  part  of  the 
nation  had  loft  their  confidence  in  him?  Certainly  not  the 
City  of  London.  And  what  was  the  rcafon  of  the  City  of 
London  remaining  firm  in  their  allegiance  to  his  adminiftra- 
t'lon}  Becaufe  they  had  a  ncgociation  pending  with  him  upon 
the  refiilt  of  which  depended  one  million  of  money !  Was 
there  any  man  at  all  acquainted  with  the  City  of  London  who 
did  not  know  that  a  conlideration  of  this  magnitude  would  in- 
duce its  fupport  to  any  Adminiftration  r  And  where  was  the 
furprife  when  this  ionus  was  promifed  that  the  mutiny  did 
not  fliew  itfelf  in  fuch  a  way  as  to  endan<»er  his  fituation  ? 
When  the  loan  was  fubfcribed  for,  the  fubfcribers  were 
praifed  for  loyalty.  It  had  unfortunately  come  out,  how- 
ever, that  loyalty  was  a  commodity  of  fuch  a  kind  that  in 
this  country  it  would  not  keep  for  two  months.  If  the  worft 
enemy  to  England  had  projeded  a  meafure  eflentially  to  in- 
jure her  intcrefts  they  could  not  hav?  been  more  fuccefsful 
than  the  honourable  Gentleman  in  bringing  forward  the 
prefent  propofition.  It  proved  that  we  were  encaged  in  a 
war  in  which  thofe  who  offered  their  lives  and  fortunes  in 
its  fupport  were  not  ferious  in  one  word  they  faid,  and  the 
moft  extravagant  railcr  againft  the  Government  and  Confti- 
tution  of  the  country  could  not  take  better  ground  than  upon 
the  vote  of  that  night. 

-      Mr. 
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Mr.  yoUiffe  fpoke  in  terms  of  the  greateft  fe verity  againft. 
the  mcafurc,  as  one  of  the  moft  unneceifary,  profiifc,'  and 
extravagant  kind  that  ever  was  brought  into  Parliament. 
He  pledged  himfelf  to  divide  the  Houfe  upon  it  in  every 
ft  age. 

Mr.  Pf^.  'Smith  Aiggcfled  that  as  it  was  common  in  that 
Houfe  for  iny  gentleman  who  wa>  perfonally  interefted  in 
the  decifion,  to  withdraw ;  that  it  would  be  highly  inde- 
corous in  thofe  who  had  been  fubfcribers  to  the  loan  to  re- 
main and  vote  for  the  additional  bonus, 

Mr.  Bajiard  told  the  Committee,  that  as  unfavourable 
opinions  were  abroad  of  the  integrity  of  that  Houle,  he 
fhould  like  to  fee  the  full  extent  ot  the  nature  ot  this  loan ; 
that  was  to  fay^  he  wilhed  to  fee  the  names  of  the  perfons  to 
whom  the  compenfation  was  to  be  paid,  and  the  perfons  who 
were  to  pay  it.  He  entreated  the  Committee,  for  God's 
feke,  to  paufe  and  confider  what  they  were  about  to  do,  for 
it  was  abfolutcly  impollible  that  the  taxation  could  go  on. 
It  was  already  nearly  over  with  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and 
every  thing  that  was  dear  to  them,  and  it  they  per  filled  in 
their  prefent  fyftem,  they  would  loon  be  all  done  up.  Sacri- 
fices muft  be  made  at  fuch  a  crifis,  and  h&  hoped  gentlemen 
would  forfeit  their  temporary  intcrefts  for  the  national  ad- 
vantage. He  was  willi  ig  to  give  credit  to  one  gentleman 
for  his  patriotifm,  becaufe,  although  a  fubfcriber  to  the  loan, 
he  had  been  voluntarily  one  of  the  fiift  for  oppofing  the  re- 
ward. (He  alluded  to  Mr.  Dent.)  The  remunertion  was 
not  only  objeflionable  in  its  principle,  but  in  the  mode  alfo 
ty  which  it  was  to  be  carried  into  execution,  as  perfons  who 
had  bought  (hares  the  preceding  day,  by  collufion  with  the 
broker,  might  the  next  day  receive  3  per  cent,  bjhus  on  each 
ihare.  What  praife  could  be  due  for  fuch  patriotifm  as 
that  ?  He  knew  that  opinions  had  gone  forth,  that  Minifters 
and  their  friends  had  got  large  (hares  in  the  loan,  and  there- 
fore fuch  a  meafure  would  only  tend  to  confirm  them.  But 
whether  the  opinions  were  true  or  falfe,  Minifters  had  at 
prefent  the  remedies  in  their  hands,  and  he  hoped  they  would 
not  let  them  efcape.  He  faid  he  ihould  vote  decidedly  againft 
the  motion. 

Mr.  Roje  informed  the  hon.  Gentleman,  that  the  rcfolu- 
tion  only  favoured  the  original  fubfcribers,  and  that  perfons 
who  had  purchafcd  (hares  in  the  market  could  not  avail  them- 
felves  of  the  benefit.  He  then  defired  an  explanation  from 
Mr.  Dent  of  an  expreflion  in  his  fpeech,  namely,  that  though 

he 
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he  had  great  confidence  in  the  integrity  of  his  right  hon. 
Friend,  he  had  not  the  fame  confidence  in  the  integrity  of 
his  adVifers.  Ha  had  no  reafon  to  take  the  eKpreirion  to 
himfelf,  but  he  was  convinced  that  a  perfon  of  the  hon. 
Gentleman's  candour  and  fairnefs  would  not  allow  it  to  ftai^d 
in^  its  prefent  general  form,  but  that  he  would  mention  the 
names  of  thofe  to  whom  he  meant  it  to  apply. 

Mr.  Bafiard  explained,  that  he  underftood  the  pnrchafers 
of  (hares  in  the  market  would  receive  the  benefit,  in  confe- 
quence  of  allowing  the  broker  2  per  cent,  for  the  original 
fubfcription. 

Mr.  Dent  replied,  that  he  was  extremely  furprifed  that 
the  hon.  Gentleman  oppofite  to  him,  confidering  their  ac- 

J|uaintance,  would  have  taken  any  fuch  cxprcifion  to  him- 
elf.  He  did  not  mean  that  it  Ihould  be  applied  to  him,  or 
to  any  gentleman  who  fat  on  the  bench  along  with  him,  but 
to  other  perfons  both  in  and  out  of  the  Houfe. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  thanked  Mr.  Dent  for  the 
good  opinion  which  he  had  been  pleafed  to  exprcfs  of  him  ; 
but  difcLimed  any  praife  which  was  beftowed  upon  him  at 
the  expencc  of  thofe  by  whom  he  had  been  advifed,  as,  in 
bringing  forward  the  prefent  meafure,  he  had  a£ted  incon- 
formity  to  his  own  opinion  and  to  the  dictates  of  his  own 
judgment. 

Mr.  yanfittart  faid  he  could  not  give  a  filent  vote  on  this 
qucftion.  If  the  point  was  preflcd  to  a  divifion  he  fhould 
vote  againft  the  propofiiion.  It  was  not  afceriained  whether 
there  would  be  any  lofs  to  the  original  fubfcribers.  Many 
had  fold  out  at  par,  or  even  for  a  flight  premium.  If 'flocks 
rofe  after  peace,  as  it  was  to  be  ex  petted  they  would,  thofe 
who  retain  their  fubfcription  would  have  no  Ibfs.  He  thought 
the  propofition  at  prefent  was  premature. 

Mr.  Nicho'lls  fpoke  at  length  againft  the  motion,  and  ex- 
prefled  his  wi{h  for  the  names  of  the  parties  to  whom  the 
compenfation  was  intended  to  be  given. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid  that  a  lift  of  the  names 
might  very  eafily  be  obtained. 

Mr.  Tiemey  faid  he  hoped  thofe  who  were  perfonally  in- 
tereftedin  the  decifion  would  aft  like  gentlemen  and  decline 
voting. 

Mr.  Huffey  faid,  if  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  could 
ihcw  him  any  ground  of  juftice  for  giving  away  fo  much 

money, 
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money,  he  fhould  alfent  but  if  not  he  fhouldvote  againll  the 
propofition. 

Gen.  Tarleton  conceived  tne  prefent  mojion  tended  to  afFeft 
the  iatcrefts  of  his  conftituents,  and  therefore  could  not  agree 
to  it. 

Mr.  Moreland  faid,  that  there  was  an  undcrftanding  in 
confequence  of  what  had  fallen  from  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  that  no  other  loan  waste  be  raifed  within  the 
year.  The  fubfcribcrs  who  aftcd  on  this  undcrftanding,  had  ^ 
fome  right  to  an  indemnification  or  allowance.  In  the  cafe 
of, the  loan  two  years  ago,  this  principle  had  been  admitted. 
In  point  of  policy,  he  thought  the  meafure  proper.  He  had 
a  fmall  fhare  in  that  loan,  but  too  fmall  to  admit  the  fufpicion 
that  he  could  be  aduated  by  perfonal  motives  in  the  opinion 
and  vote  he  gave. 

Lord  H^m,  Rufjell  faid,  if  the  principle  of  th?  laft  fpeaker 
could  be  carried  a  liiilc  farther,  it  would  be  a  good  thing. 
He  ihould  be  very  glad  if  it  were  poffible  to  give  an  indemni- 
fication to  all  thofc  who'  had  been  difappointed,  and  had  fuf- 
fered  from  relying  on  the  language  thrown  x)ut  by  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer. 

Mr.  IVm.  Srnith  faid,  that  in  the  cafe  of  the  loan  alluded  to, 
a  fpecific  engagement  was  confidered  to  have  been  made 
with  Boyd,  Benfield  and  Company. 

The  Committee  divided, 

jiyesy  .40 
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Majority   -        14. 

Several  refolutions  relative  to  the  Diftilleries  in  the  High* 
lands  of  Scotland,  and  altering  the  proportions  between  thofc 
in  the  Highlands  and  Lowlands,  and  altering  the  limits 
which  former  provifions  had  fixed,  were  agreed  to  in  a  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means.  The  reports  were  ordered  to  be 
received  the  next  day. 

The  other  Orders  of  the  Day  were  deferred. 

Adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 
Thursday  y^/wf  I. 

Heard  counfel  oh  tb.c  claim  of  Sir  Adam  Fcrgufon  to  the 
peerage  of  the  Eail  of  Glcncairn. 

Lord 


the  King. 

'    CEORCB  H.  V 

It  it  with  tW  aeepeft  oMMere  |i»  W>My  icq^u^nutlif  ^^  tjf  Ld«a»',  t^lke 
C4P4ua  0^  t^  oifwt  of  fMfioof  hit  Aipt  Aowat  t|ie  ^rc^  is  pwAAin^  in  tJic«io|U 
vinlrnt  «»d  trofonaVU  adt  of  ri^i^tiojf  aii4  dti^b^dwpcei  occwkhiUnding  tlif  i«)4  • 
^^cniioD  to  them  of  all  tkt  bepofits  w^ich  ha4  bem  wce^p^  wiih  gr«tiCMdeb|ri|i«: 
tc4  «^hk  Majeily't  floet;  m4  ntfcwithft^iding  the  rcpe«t*d  aflvn  of  hit  Majf4|r^ 
grac^uspardon,  on  their  returning  to  their  duty,  have  compelled  his  Majefty 'toalU 
on  all  his  faithful  fabjtdtto  give  rhcir  uttfioll  atf  Alooe  io  rcpreflbig  fudi  daifgcrout 
«iid  •crlmidai  proceediogt.    'Hit  ll^cfty  has  dinded  a  cop^  of  iho  prodaOKatioa 
which  he  hat  ilTued  §ot  this  purporc,  to  be  laid  bclbre  tht  Houk ;  and  he  caanoe  - 
doubt  that  hit  Parliament  will  adopt,  with  rtadinoCt  and  deeiA|m,  etcry  nJaaAind' 
which  can  leBd,  at  this  Important  conjuncture,  to  provide  for  the  :  ohUc  (ccartty/ 
Jind  hit  Majeftj  pattrculAtly  recommendt  it  to  the  confidantton  of  Parliantent,  to 
make  more  e0eftual  pmvifion  for  the  prewntion  and  pufiifhinene  of  all  tnStefoot 
attempts  to  excite  fedition  and  mutiny  in  his  Majclfy't  naval  fervtce;  or  to  with*' 
draw  any  part  of  hit  Majefty*t  forces,  by  fta  or  land,  from  their  duty  and  aHegianca 
CO  him ;  and  from  that  obedience  and  difcipline  which  aie  fo  iitipoftiMit  to  ^he  pro^ 
pcricy  and  the  fafety  of  tht  Bdtiih  Empire: 

0.  n. 

Received  fome  bills  frpm  the  ComaooSi  Had  ihpfe  M9W  ibt 
table»  and  adjourned, 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS 
Thorspay,  June  i. 

Mr.  J3.  Edwards  moved  for  leiive  to  bring  in  a  bill  %o  repqi) 
fb  much  pf  the  a&  5  of  Geo.  II  as  made  negroes  real  ailets  for 
the  payment  of  debts. — Leave  given. 

Mr.  Rofe  moved,  that  there  be  laid  before  the  Houfc.  ^  lift 
of  the  names  and  re&lence  of  the  original  fubfcribers  to  the 
loan  of  18  millions.— 'Ordered. 

The  lift  was  brought  up  by  Mr.  Abraham  Newland,  ai^ 
ordered  to  lie  on  t)if  table. 

Mr.  Alderman  Combt  moved,  That  the  lift  (bould  be  print- 
ed, ai  in  its  prefent  ftiape  it  could  afFord  no  information  as  to 
the  pointy  who  did  or  did  not  vote  for  the  additional  bor.tts,  be«) 
ing  themfelves  intcrefted. 

Mr.  Rofi  faid,  he  did  not  fee  any  advantage  that  could  re- 
fult  from  printing  it.  It  might  be  confulted  bj  thofe  who 
wiftied  to  know  its  contents.    He  thought  fuch  expence  un- 
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fifcteflary.    Befides,  the  lift  might  miikad,  as  the  original  fub- 
fcribers  might  not  now  be  holders. 

Mr.  Afanmng  thought  it  was  an  unneceilary  expence  to  print 
this  lift. 

Mr.  Jotlife  fatcl,  it  was  tmpoffible  that  the  lift,  if  not  print- 
ed, jcoufd  convey  any  informationt  as  it  could  not  be  carried  off 
^  the  table.  No  man  was  more  anxious  to  fpare  the  public 
money  than  he  was,  but  furely  20I.  or  251  was  no  objedl, 
when  information  for  the  Houfe  of  Commons  was  to  be  ob- 
tamed. 

Mr.  Afmrlund  faid,  that  it  was  of  no  importance  to  print  this 
lift,  as  the  original  fubfcribers  might  not  be  holders.  It  ftiould 
be  left  to  the  difcretion  of  individuals  whether  they  fliould  vote 
or  not.  The  printing  of  the  bill  would  only  be  an  additional 
e;rpence  to  the  vote  of  laft  night. 

.  Mr,  J3.  Edwardy  faid,  that  the  lift  was  laid  on  the  table  ei- 
ther to  give  information  or  not.  If  for  information  it  could, 
not  be  obtained  juft  now ;  unlefs  printed  it  might  as  well  be 
given  back  to  Mr.  Abraham  Newland.  It  waS  intolerable  that 
inen  who  were  voting  a  million  into  their  own  pockets,  ftiould 
pretend  to  ftickle  at  ten  pounds.  Such  language  could  not  be 
heard  with  patience. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  faid,  that  to  objcft  to  the  expence  of  printing, 
ttas  ftraining  at  gnats  and  fwallowing  camels.  He  (hould  do 
his  utmoft  to  obtain  every  information  that  could  open  the 
eyes  of  the  people,  and  expofe  the  job  here  attempted. 

Sir  fF.  Geary  faid»  no  information  could  be  ^ined  by  hav- 
ing the  paper  printed,  but  on  the  contrary,  that  it  would  only 
tpnd  to  miilead,  fince  it  was  very  likely  that  the  original  fub- 
fcribers were  not  now  the  holders  of  their  fubfcription. 

The  queftion  was  then  put  and  carried  without  a  divifion  ; 
and  the  lift  was  accordingly  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  report  of  the  committee  on  the  American  treaty  was 
brought  up,  and  the  refolutions  read  and  agreed  to. 

The  corporation  caufe  biU  was  committed,  when  Mr.  Coke^ 
Mr,  Bragge^  Mr.  ff^tgley^  Mr.  Ryder^  and  Mr.  Percival  deli- 
vered their  fentiments,  in  the  courfe  of  which  Mr.  fFtgley  ex- 
prefled  his  deiire  to  have  the  chairman  leave  the  chair,  with  a 
view,  on  the  refumption  of  the  Houfe  to  move,  that'  the  buG- 
nefs  ftand  over  to  this  day  three  months.  Upon  this  the  com- 
mittee divided, 

Ji^s^  .•—  -p— ^  46, 

Majority^  13 
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.    The  further  conUdcration  of  the  fabje&  was  deferred  titi 
Wcdnefday. 

MUTINY  IN  THE  FLEET. 

A  meflagc  from  his  Majefty  was  brought  up  by  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer,  fimilar  to  that  to  the  Lords. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  moved.  That  his  Majefty's 
mod  gracious  mefiage  (hould  be  taken  into  cOniideration  the 
next  day. 

Mr.  Secretary  t)undas  brought  up  the  proclamation  *  alluded 
to  in  the  meflsqje,  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  thf 
table. 

Mr.  Sheridan  faid,  he  was  confident  that  every  Gentleman 
in  the  Houfe  mud  join  in  the  feelings  of  regret  which  the  fuh- 
jeS  of  his  Majefty's  meflagc  was  calculated  to  excite.  To 
thofc  feelings  of  regret  which  the  general  nature  of  thofe  cir- 
cuniAances  infplred,  were  added  thofe  of  a  perfonal  nature^ 
which  arofe  from  the  reflefkion,  that  the  propofition  which  he 
had  intended  to  fubmit  to  the  Houfe,  relative  to  the  flate  of  the 
navy,  had  not  been  brought  forward,  by  which,  perhaps,  this 
ptbclamation,  and  the  caufes  on  which  it  was  founded,  might 
probably  have  been  prevented.  With  regard  to  the  meflage» 
he  ihould  abftain  at  prefent  from  making  any  remarks.  With 
refpefl  to  that  part  dfit,  which  expreflesa  hope  that  the  Houfe 
would  adopt  ibme  new  legiflative  meafures,  he  ihould,  not^tve 
any  opinion,  but  he  was  defirous  to  have  it  uiKkrftood,  that 
any  (ilcnce  upon  the  prefent  occafion^  (hould  not  be  conftrued 
into  an  acquiefcence  in  any  meafure  which  might  be  brought 
forward  in  the  view  of  that  recommendation^ 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  commended  the  honoura» 
ble  Gentleman  for  having,  with  fuch  great  propriety,  declined 
to  enter  into  any  difquifition  on  the  papers  in-  queflion.  Re- 
ferving  his  opinion  ot  the  neceifity  of  the  ftrong  and  vigolt>os 
Jaws  recommended  by  the  meflage*  to  che^k  arid  controulthe 
violent  a£b  which  had  of  lafe  been  fo  fiitefully  committed  to  a 
future  opportunity,  when  ttiey  would  become  the  particular 
fubje^of  confideration,  hefetthimfelf  obliged  to  remind  the 
Houfe  that  the  oflences  therein  dated,  were  in  their  nature  of 
the  moft  malignant,  the  moft  criminal,  the  moft  odious,  and 
the  mbft  contagious,  that  it  was  pofliblc  for  the  heart  of  any 
man  to  conceive,  and  in  one  inftance  they  had  been  executed 
with  fuch  a  boldnefs,  fuch  an  induftry,  and  fuch  a  perfever- 
anoe,  as  required  fome  extraordinary  rigour  to  prevent  their 
farther  diifnfion.  The  honourable  Gentleman  had  himfelf, 
upon  a  former  occafion,  exprefled  fimilar  opinions  of  them,  and 
•  bad  admitted  that,  comparatively  viewed,  all  ordinary  and  open 
•  Vide  AppcndU. 
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.IMalbA  foiric  to  noth'mg.  iTbcy  who  haA  etprefel  thdr  ab- 
borrcnce  of  former  ads  of  treafun,  and  reprefented  them  astif 
the  mod  alarming  barvhrt,  ftiR  felt  and  ackfiowledeed  thefe  to 
"be  pataiAount,  and  fltt-unk  whh  hon^or  from  d'e  dangers  tbey 
impended.  Leaving  the  Yjueftioa  whether  the  meafuies  re- 
commended by  his  KIdjtfty  >ivrre  ncceflary  and  proper,  or  not, 
Mo  a  fiitvre  difcuffion,  he  was  obliged  to  fay  that  the  proceed- 
ings by  their  guilt  provoked  his  indignation,  and  hy  the  dan- 
-gen  tbcy  tbreatetici!,  feerbed  to  require  fome  precaution. 
*    'Tbe  prodaroalion  was  then  ordered  to  be  laid  upon  the  tabl6. 

LOYALTY  LOA«  ALLOW AKCS  BILL* 

The  leport  of  the  Committee  of  ways  and  idcmm  was 
brought  up,  and  read  a  firlLtime. 

On  the  (ccond  reading  of  the  rerolution  ibr  giving  an  allow* 
ance  to  the  contributors  to  the  loan  of  i8  khI  lions,  • 

SiTjobH  Sinclair  dated  three  oti^eAionfi  in  point  of  fbrni: 
sft.  That  the  refoiution  was  iocoofiflenf  with  adbs  paflM  4is 
feffion,  and  therefore  could  not  be  entertained ;  ftd,  That  the 
j:efolution  (hoold  have  been  voted  in  a  Qejmtaittpe  cf  fiipply ; 
and,  3^9  Ti^t  the  r^;ular  mode  would  have  been  for  the  per- 
ibns  i^firing  relief  to  have  cooe  to  the  Houfe  with  la  petitkm 
rerammended  by  the  Crown.  

The  Spiakir  informed  hinn  thidi  •ih  Regard  to  die  firft  ob- 
jedion,  the  rule  of  the  Houfe  was^  that  no  t^vo  ile&rfuJbQns,  nor 
any  two  bills  contradi^ory  Co  each  other^^ftiM  be  paficd  hi  the 
4ame  &fiuin«  It  remain^  for  ti^  Houfe  to  decide^  wbetfaci 
this  refoiution  was  contfad^ory,  or  only  explanatory  w  fnp- 
^lementury,  as  in  the  Utter  infbnce^  the  honourable  Baronet's 
5>bjeAions  would  nol  appljf ,  In  cegard  to  the  feoond ofajoAion, 
tfi^  honourable  Baronet  did  not  appear  to  have  und^flood  the 
pradlice  of  the  Honfe,  iince  a  CommiKee  of  waya  and  meanSt 
or  the  Houfe.  might  approve  any  refoiution  for  extending  thb 
f;iants  of  a  fonder  Committee^  with  this  exceptibo,  that  no  ad- 
ditional burthens  could  be  ifnpofed«  eacept  in  the  iand^^aMt. 
And,  in  regard  to  the  tluid  ohjedion,  a  fieiition  might  with 
propriety  have  been  prcfented,  though  net' without' a  reoom- 
mendation  from  the  Crown,  but  that  did  not  preclude  unqr 
other  nKxie.  This  was  a  tranfadion  between  the  public  and 
an  individaal,  and  if  it  was  difadVantagebus  to  the  individual,  it 
was  not  irregular  to  propofe^  chat  he  (houU  not  be  held  to  the 
original  bargain.  Heie  he  had  to  obferve,  as  a  ftronger  proof 
tyf  the  power  to  make  fuch  a  pfopofition,-that  m  cafe  a  pctitioD 
was  moved  to  be  prefenttd,  and  the  Crown  refufed  its  recom- 
mendauouy  k  was  in  the  .power  of  any  Member  afterwards  tt> 
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bring  forward  a  mbticjti  to  the  fimc  cffdSk.  The  btily  objec- 
tion, therefore,  whkrh  admitted  of  doubt  was  the  firft ;  and  hte 
left  it  to  the  dccilion  of  the  Hovlfe,  Whether  this  rcfoliition  wi$ 
contradictory,  or  explariiatory.  Or  fupplemental. 

Mr.  Sheridan  faid,  he  liftened  with  great  defercticc  to  the 
opinion  of  the  Chair,  artd  he  affented  to  the  ftatement  given  oft 
Iwoof  the  oWjedlions ;  he  thought,  hoWever  that  the  refolution 
vrts  corttfadiftory  toformei*  refolmions  in  this  fefBon  bf  Parlia- 
ment, as  it  \fent  to  aher  «n  agreement  and  bargain  aheidy 
made,  and  to  make  tetms  contrary  to  that  bjfrgain  fandtioncd 
by  an  aiSt  of  Parliafrent.  Hid  it  been  att^thjited  to  take  part 
of  the  profit  from  the  corttribators,  wonid  not  the  ferm  havfe 
been  ebjedted  ^  He  (liould  be  forry,  howerer,  if  the  queftioti 
was  to  he  got  rid  of,  merely  by  a  point  t)f  form,  for  never  Was 
there  a  cafe  of  more  rank  depravity,  or  one  that  mofc  ftrongljf 
deferved  the  name  of  an  iniquitous  job,  than  this  tranfadtiort; 
he  hoped  that  from  the  impxeilion  made  out  of  doon,  by  the 
vrguments  againft  the  meafure,  and  the  comparative  number  of 
the  drvifion  the  preceding  night,  that  the  right  honourable 
Gentleman  would  not  have  ftood  upon  a  point  of  form ;  h\it 
have  explained  the  fubdantial  merits  on  which  he  defends  this 
meafure.  If  it  were  coniilVent  with  regularity  he  Would  wifh 
to  afk.  Whether  there  had  been  any  prom'rfe  or  engageme^rft 
with  the  contributors  to  the  loan  or  18  millions,  that  them 
♦was  to  be  no  Other  -loan  for  the  year? 

I^c  Chancellor  0/ the  Exchequer  faid,  he  undtrftood  the  quef- 
-tion  before  the  Houfc,  to  be  a  queftion  of  form,  which  muft  be 
^ifpofed  of  before  anv  other  point  was  taken  up. 

Sir  y^hn  Sinclair  cott^cmcd  to  wave  the  queftion  of  form. 
The  CbancelUr  xf  the  Exchequer  faid,  that  the  cafe  Were  was 
rtdtto  undergo  a  bargain  by  the  aft  of  one  pyty,  which  hail 
-ftttcri  contraded  between  twt).  It  was  to  give  To  the  coniribu- 
't<Ws  an  option  of  which  rhey  might  avail  themfelves.  If  the 
Mbttfe  thought  it  a  ms^tter  of  found  policy  to  prevent  fuch  a 
\t/k  to  the  individual  as  might  in  future  be  prejudicial  to  the 
public  intereft,  they  would  not  think  that  any  expence.  which 
'it  hfiight  occafion  wai  idly  thmwn  away.  It  had  never  been 
rontetided  by  Gentlemen  on  the  other  fide  themfelves,  that 
.  ftich  a  h3r<i  bargain  ftiould  not  be  driven  for  the  public  as  to 
endanger  fuch  a  coniiderable  loft  to  individuals  as  might  detet 
Aetn  troNtt  coming  forward  to  affift  the  public.  If,  on  the 
prefenc  octalion,  unexpcfted  circumftances  had  produced  fuch 
a  Ms  as  would  be  highly  injurious  to  the  individuals,  was  not 
this  pblicy  to  be  confidored  ?  He  was  not  furprifed  that  thoft 
nrho  faadtyer  oppofed  the  war  ihouid  be  defirous  to  hold  6ut  in 
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^odious  and  contemptible  colours  thofe  who  had  ftoQfd  Ibrwiur^ 
to  fupport  the  country  in  a  moment  of  danger  and  difficultly* 
There  was  no  intention  to  hene^it  any  particular  clafs  of  men 
in  this  tranfa^tion.  The  plan  of  the  loan  embraced  all  thofe 
,whp  chofe  to  contribute,  and  if  thofe  who  do  not  geacndly 
Xupport  Government  are  not  thofe  who  wouJd  enjoy  the  advaor 
tage'of  the  allowance,  it  was  becaufe  they  did  not  think  proper 
to  ftand  forward  at  a  moment  when  the  public  fervtcf  required 
fupport.  As  to  t)ie  queftion  of  the  honourable  GentlQman»  k 
was  anfwered  in  the  Committee.  No  exprefs  agreement  had 
been  made  as  to  any  future  loan*  He  placed  the  propriety  of 
the  prefent  meafure  upon  grounds  of  general  policy,  iar  out- 
balancing any  pecuniary  burden  it  might  occafion.  Th«  nlea^ 
fure  was  not  without  example.  There  wa$  a  precedent  fbr  it 
in  times  to  which  no  man  could  object.  In  1759  the  in$ereft 
to  the  contributors  to  a  loan  was  allowed  to  commence  half  a 
year  fooner  than  was  fixed  by  the  terms  of  the  bargain,  which 
gave  an  advantage  to  the  fubfcribcr  of  2}  per  cent.  On  every 
ground  of  policy,  therefore,  he  felt  it  to  be  hii|  duty  to  bring 
•forward  and  fupport  this  propofition. 

iSAr,  Sheridan  entered  at  confiderable  length  into  the  natutv 
of  the  queflion.  In  the  courfe  of  his  fpeecb  he  obferved,  that, 
properly  fpeaking,  there  were  three  parties  to  be  conQdered  'v$. 
a  loan.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  the  fubicribers  |p 
the  loan,  and  the  Houfe  of  Commons.  Taking  it  in  this  viewi^ 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  deceived  the  on|inal  fub* 
fcribers,  and  was  now  about  to  impofe  upon  the  Houle  and  d^ 
fraud  the  public.  With  refpe£l  to  the  18  million  loan»  the 
fuhfcribers  might  be  taught  to  believe  that  there  was  not  feo  h^ 
another  loan,  but  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  could  not 
expe£fc  any  thing  but  that  there  mull  have  been  another  loan, 
for  at  that  very  moment  he  knew  there  wa^  a  deficiency  o(  X0- 
ven  millions,  He  took  notice  of  what  the  Minifter  had  iaid 
upon  extraordinary  events  happening  in  Eucope.  He  did  Vfil 
fee  that  there  was  any  reafon  for  the  MiniQer  being  aftoniihd 
at  what  had  happened.  He  then  took  notice  of  th«  meri^  of 
the  fuhfcribers  to. this  loan.  He  was  willing  to  give  them  full 
credit  for  their  public  fpirit ;  but  the  meafure  of  the  Chan<- 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer  made  it  a  fpecies  df  felfith  public  fpirit» 
and  a  mercenary  avaricious  generjofity.  If  they  were  left  to 
bear  the  whole  of  this  lofs,  they  would  be  entitled  Jto  tbo  cba^ 
rafter  of  patriots ;  but  this  meafure  took  away  alt  the  grace  of 
their  public  ardour.  He  obferved  alfo,  that  (hould  it  ever  hap« 
pen  that  this  bargain  might  turn  out  profitable -to  the  fi)l)fQnb* 
ers  by  the  increafe  of  the  fundS|  there  was  no  provifion  for  the 
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retam  of  ent  pound  one  to  the  public  of  what  was  now  pio- 
pofed  to  be  Tored  to  thefe  lo^al,  money-lending  Gentlemen. 
Indeed  it- was  quite  ridiculous  to  pronounce  any  panegyrics  on 
the  loyalty  or  the  patrtotifm  of  fubfcribers  to  loans.  It  was 
better,  bccaufe  honeft,  to  confefs  that  they  come  forward  with 
a  loon  in  expedation  of  profit.  The  Minifter  knew  this;  he 
had  by  this  loan  loft  much  of  his  credit  with  the  monied  men  ; 
he  wtibed  to  reftore  himfelf  to  their  favour,  and  therefore  he> 
came  now  to  the  Houfe  to  aflc  them  to  repair  his  credit  out  of 
die  public  purfe. 

He  had  heard,  he  faid,  with  aftoniflbment,  fer  it  was  im^ 
poffible  for  him  to  attend  the  Moufe  the  preceding  day,  thait 
many  Gentlemen  had  given  their  votes  that  this  money  (houM' 
be  raifed  upon  the  public,  which  money  was,  a  great  partof 
it  at  leaft,  to  go  into  their  own  pockets,  for  many  of  them 
were  fobfcriben  to  the  loan.  He  could  not  conceive  any  thing 
more  indecent  nor  more  indifcreet.  At  a  time,  let  Gentle- 
men fay  what  they  pleafed,  when  the  Houfe  of  Commons  wai' 
cxtKmely  unpopular,  and  deferved  to  be  fo,  for  Gentlemen  to 
difgrace  its  proceedings  by  votes  fo  mean  and  felfiffa,  was  mad*- 
ne6.  From  Minifters  they  expe£ted  nothing  but  deception. 
But -if  thefe  proceedings  were  carried  on,  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons would  become  more  unpopular  even  than  the  Minifters. 
From  the  one  the  people  expedled  only  to  he  cajoled  and  plun-^ 
deied,  but  from  the  Houfe  they  expe£led  at  lead  fome  atten- 
tion to  their  interefts ;  however,  they  have  been  difappointed  in* 
fuch  expe^tions.  This  was  indeed  taking  away  part  of  the. 
public  odium  from  the  Minifter  and  fixing  it  upon  the  Houfe 
of  Gommons:  Gentlemen  fhould  beware  of  doing  this  when- 
they  faw  fuch  lx)die$  of  men  in  a  (late  of  defperate  infubordi* 
nation,  for  they  would  increafe  the  danger  which  now  threat- 
ened the  State,  by  rendering  the  Houfe  of  Commons  defpica*. 
ble  in  the  eyes  of  the  people.  There  was  one  point  more  which, 
he  muft  prefs  in  the  way  of  a  quedion,  and  he.  expected  an  an- 
fwer  from  the  highrft  authority  in  that  Houfe.  He  wanted, 
to  know  whether  any  Member  of  that  Haufe  ought  to  be  per- 
mitted to  vote  on  a  queftion  in  which  he  was  interefted  per- 
ibnally  and  in^a  pecuniary  fenfe.^  They  could  not  even  be  ex- 
amined as  witnefies  in  fuch  a  cafe  in  a  court  of  law,  and  they 
would  be  objeded  to  by  the  fame  rule  as  jurors.  He  hoped 
tiicfe  Gentlemen  would  feel  the  delicacy  of  their  prefent  fitu- 
ation,  and  withdraw  when  the  queftion  was  put,  and  if  they  did 
he  doiibted  very  much  that  the  Minifter  would  be  fiiccefsful 
upon  the  prefent  motion. 

Mn 
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Mr.  SecK^My  Ihmdas  Yofe  in  confe^monioo  of  the  laA  obfer*  r 
vation  whkh  bad  heen  ipuKle  in  the  condb  of  tbisdtlMtefc  WiA. 
rrfped  to  diG  condudi  of  any  individual^Mcmbcr^  he  appre- 
^  hsnid  that  nobody  had  an?  right  toqueftion  the  motive  of  it; 
that  ntuft  be  kft  as  a  queftion  of  confcience  and  mdividual 
fDeiiag.  Every  man  knew  beft  himifelf  whether  be  deferved 
foch  impmatiom  as  had  been  thrown  out  that  night  or  not,  and 
he  knew  of  no  meant  of  deciding  it.  He  then  entered  upon 
itie  merits  of  the  fubfo-iberSi  and  defended  the  prsicnt  propo- 
fition  in  their  favour.  He  thought  that  Gentlemen  might,  if; 
likey  ideafod^  <rctire  fiom  delicacy  upon  this  point  becaufe  they 
veie  fobfcriberS)  bat  he  thought  there  was  a  xluty  upon  them 
ItMamountto.aUotherai^  which  included  fccling^of  hofx>ur  as 
well  as  ei^cry.  other  conGderation*<^he  meant  the  duty  of  a 
Member  of  Pariiament  to  expre(s  by  his  vote  hi)S  opinion  upon 
e%«ry  public  meafute  that  came  beibm  him,  and  upon  thit 
view  of  the  fuhjeft  he  had.  made  up  bis  mind  to  vote  for  th^ 
meftion.  Aihould  there  he  any  difficulty  upon  the  point  of  in* 
nuefi€e».^ieh  he  did  not  feel,  fer  although  he  was  a  fuh- 
icriber  to  the  amount  of  io,oool.  he  was  above  being  influ* 
cneed  in  his  vote  for  a  few  hundreds.  He  trufled  that  other 
Gentleitaen  felt  as  he  did ;  but  (hould  there  be  any  difficulty 
upon  that  fttbjel^.  Members  might  declare  their  intention  en 
not  benefiting  by  the  meafure  which  was  now  propofed. 
■  .Lord  ff^^  Ruffill  difapproved  of  this  meafure  highly.  He 
dioi^ht  nothing  of  the  patriotifm  of  thefe  fubfcribers,  if  they 
accepted  of  the  price  which  was  now  propofed  to  be  given  for 
it.  Such  would  be  jjatriotifm  brought  to  market,  and  knocked 
down  by  the  hammer  to  the  beft  bidder.  There  wereyhowever, 
gentlemen  among  thefe  fubfcribers  who  really  felt  as  patriots 
aught  to  feel,  and  who  diflented  from  this  meafure,  among 
among  whom  he  mentioned,  to  his  honour,  Mr.  Hoare,  sK 
banker,  who  was  a  fubfcriber  to  the  amount  of  50,000!.       ' 

1  he  0?ancelhr  of  tht  Exchequer  explained.  If  Gentlemen 
attached  to  Government,  by  lubfcribing  rifked  a  certain  fa- 
orifice,  and  others  did  not  choofe  to  come  forward  in  aid  of 
the  public,  as  there  was  no  limitation  or  exclufion,  it  was 
unfair  that  any  invidious  imputations  (hould  be  thrown  out 
upon  the  fubfcriber. 

Mr.  Secretary  Dundas  alfo  explained. 

Mr.  Manning  faid,  he  felt  great  anxiety  upon  the  prefect 

Jueftion.  '  He  willed  to  do  complete  juftice,  and  to  do  nel- 
ler  more  nor  lefs  than  his  duty.     He  wifhcd,  with  fubSntf- 
figUj  to  put  to  the  Chair  a  queftion,  which  was^  Whether  "k 

"      M^bet 
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Member  of  that  Houfe^  who  was  a  fiibfcribor,  couM,  with 
prdpTiety,  and  cod ftftently  with. the  pr;i£lice.d^  the  Houfe^ 
vote  upon  the  prefiEsat  qucliioa?  He  wasncrt  ini  the  Hpuie 
the  preceding  day.  He  therefoxe  had  not  voted.  He  wanted  ia*> 
fermation  upon  that  point*  This  was  not  a  remote  or  contiiH 
gent  intered  in  the  Members  of  the  JBioufe  who,  wer&  fub^ 
fcribers,  but  a  dired  pecuniary  intereft*  He  fnould  be  ex«( 
tremely  forry  to  withhold  his  vote,  if  it  was  right  to  givQ 
it ;  he  (hould  alfo  be  forry  to  give  it»  if  the  pra&ice  of  tli4 
Houfe  was  againft  his  voting.  . 

The  5^rff^^r  faid—"  Having  been  appealed  to  in  fo  diftinA 
a  manner  by  the  Honourable  Member  who  fpoke  laft^  it  is  my 
duty  t6  (b'te  to  him  and  the  Huufe.  wteipt  appear  to  me  to  be 
the  rule  and  pradice  of  the  Houfe  upon  quelUons  of  this  na-r 
turc.  I  have  always  underftood  the  rule  af»d  praiflice  of  the 
Honfe  to  be,  that  no  member  can  regularly  (fubjefi  toTome 
qualification)  vote  on  any  queftion  which  involves  an  it  a» 
immediate  intereft  of  fuch  Member.  This,  I  have  faid,  m 
i\ib)cd  to  fome  qualification.  I  will  not  detain  the  UonBir 
by  entering  into  the  detail  of  that  qnaliiicafion  at  prefent* 
But  when  any  meafure  is  fubbiittcd  to  the  Houfe,  the  fubn 
Mance  of  which  is  to  confer  a  pecuniary  advantage,  or  diffOr* 
nlih  a  lofS|  which  is  the  fame  thing,  1  am  fattsfiedtt  i9nof 
confiftent  with  that  mode  of  proceeding  which  the  Houle  hai 
adopted  on  occafions  of  delicacy  and  importance,  that  any: 
Member  (hould  vote  on  a  meafure  by  uhich  he  intends  !« 
derive  any  benefit  in  cafe  that  mcafurd  Ihould  be  carried  into 
law/'      ' 

Mr.  Manning  faid  he  was  much  obliged  to  the  Speaker  fofr 
delivering  fo  clear  an  opinion  ;  and  after  a  few  words,  ex-* 
preflive  of  his  fituatjon  of  a  Bank  DtrecStor  and  fubfcriber  to 
^e  loan,  declared  he  fliould  decline  voting  upon  this  qiielHoni 

The  Speaker — "  I  am  extremely  defrrous  of  being  dillin£Hy 
under  flood  by  the  Houfe  upon  his  important  queftionr  It 
does  not  appear  to  me  to  be  poffible  for  the  Houle,  under  any 
exifting  rule  oir  order,  to  preclude  any  Memb-^r  from  'joting. 
But  I  will  ftate  what  appears  to  me  to  be  the  pfa^lice  of  the 
Houfe  as  far  as  my  refearches  have  gone.  The  only  prece- 
dent that  I  have  been  able  to  find  analogous  to  this  cafe,  is  to 
be  met  with  in  the  latter  end  of  the  laft  century,  in  1664.; 
there  it  appears  that  a  Member  voted  in  a  quelHon  in  which 
he  was  direflly  interefted,  and  his  vote  was  difallowed  after- 
wards on  a  di Villon.  If,  therefore,  any  Members  vote  upon  a 
fuefiioa  which  includes  that  fpecies  of  intereit  in  the  opinioir 

3G  of 
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€>f  the  Houfct  the  Hoafe  may  afte^rwards  difaltow  their  votes. 
I  mud  however  add»  that  this  applies  to  benefits  which  they 
expect  and  Mind  to  derive.  It  Members  who  may  be  in- 
titled  X6  benefit  ib^H  fay  they  do  pot  intend  to  derive  any,  it 
will  be  for  the  Houfe  to  judge  whether  they  will  allow  their 
votes*  This  I  underftand  to  be  the  rule  and  pra&icc,  as  ap- 
pears upon  the  Journals.  Ihe  Houfe  may  undoubtedly 
Oiake  an  order  for  the  prefent  occafioni  if  they  think  pr(q>er* 
But  as  the  praAice  ftands»  the  Houfe,  although  it  cannot  pre* 
elude  any  Member  from  voting,  may,  after  the  divifion,  an- 
tful  the  vpfes  that  have  been  given  under  the  circumftances 
which  I  have  ftatcd." 

The  Secretary  at  War  faid,  that,  he  had  no  motive  ifor  of- 
fering a  word,  upon  the  fubjeS',  but  his  fenfe  of  the  great  im- 
portance attending  the  point  now  ftarted,  and  his  wi(h  to  pre- 
vent the  Houfe  receiving  a  wrong  imprefllon  from  the  rule 
Ihey  had  heard  from  the  Chair,  to  which  rule,  and  the  autho- 
rity it  came  from,  he  implicitly  fubfcribed — but  if  taken  in 
the  extent  to  which  gentlemen  might  wifh  to  carry  it,  it 
would  go  to  affeA  the  chara£^er  and  conilitution  of  the 
Houfe  \  for  few  quefltons  could  arife  in  which  fome  or  many 
Members  would  not  be  interfiled.  He  knew  no  law  that 
Membeis  (hould  not  fubfcribe  to  a  loan--^nd  why,  being 
Members,  fhould  they  be  precluded  from  voting  for  that 
loan  ?  The  true  diftinaion  he  conceived  to  be  this :  the  rule 
applied  only  where  the  private  intereft  was  great,  and  the 
fmblic  interefl  fmall ;  but  in  this  cafe  th^  private  intereft 
was  fmall  and  the  public  great,  and  therefore  he  would  vote 
for  the  motion.  He  was  no  fubfcriber ;  but  if  he  was,  that 
ihould  not  reftrain  him  from  voting.  It  was  eafy  to  fee  that 
this,  like  every  other  meafure,  was  made  ufe  ot  to  degrade 
and  vilify  the  intentions  of  Gentlemen  who  voted  on  hie 
fide,  for  endeavouring  to  fupport  the  conilitution  of  the 
Houfe,  while  thofe  who  did  fo  were  themfelves  giving  every 
reafon  to  believe,  <hat  they  were  meaning  todeflroy  the  H011& 
under  the  fpecious  pretext  of  reform. 

Mr.  Tiermy  called  to  order.  And  a  doubt  feemiog  to  exift 
of  the  propriety  of  the  interruption,  he  faid,  that  it  was  out 
ef  order  to  fay  that  the  Member  who  made  a  motion  for  jre«* 
form  had  it  in  view  to  deflroy  the  Houfe* 

The  Spiaker  faid  the  right  hqn.  Gentleman  had  faid  no 
foch  thing. 

Mr.  Windham  replied,  that  what  be  had  faid,  and  what  he 
would  avow,  was,  that  the  intention  of  many  retorme|:St  was. 

'to 
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^  ddhoy  the  Houfe,'  without  meaning  to  allude  to  the  hon. 
Member  (Mr.  Grey)  who  brought  forward  the  meafure  lift 
weeki  and  againft  whom,  on  many  accountsof  a  '|)erronal  na- 
ture, and  particularly  on  account  of  his  abfencd,  he  would 
not  fitter  fuch  an  iniinnation. 

The  Speaker  again  rofe,  and  obferved,  that  he  had  alwa^j^ 
when  appealed  to,  as  in  the  prefent  inftance,  given  hi$  opinio^ 
truly  and  fmcerely,  and  never  hazarded*  it  Tightly ;  but  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  had  given  a  larger  latitude  to  his  opi- 
nion than  what  he  had  faid  warranted.  The  Houfe  would 
recolle£l  he  had  dated  there  were  qualifications.  Ht  would||* 
however,  jepeat  the  Rule, — "  When  a  meafure  was  to  confer 
pecuniary  advantage,  or  diminilh  pecuniary  l6r$,  no  Member 
who  intended  or  expefled  to  derive  any  benefit  from  it,  could 
vote."  There  were  many  cafes  where  the  benefit  might  be 
contingent  or  remote  ;  but  it  was  the  bufinefs  of  the lioufe 
to  watch  them  with  vigilant  jealoufy.  The  Houfe  would 
fee  the  rule  completely  expreflcd,  In  a  variety  of  ways  per- 
fediy  familiar  to  them.  If  a  Member  figned  a  petition,  he 
could  not  himfclf  prefent  it.  If  a  Member  was  interefte4  in 
8  bi|l,  he  could  not  himfelf  bring  it  in.  Thefc  were  the  or-*, 
dinary  rules  of  the  Houfe,  and  from  them  they  would  deduce 
the  rule  that  he  had  ftated,  and  apply  it  as  their  wifdoni 
(hould  fee  §t.  In  1664,  the  voice  of  a  member  interefted 
was  fpecially  difallowed :  and  he  had  taken  much  pains  to 
inform  himfclf,  had  converfed  with  Gentlemen,  who,  from 
their  fituatton,  were  beJd  qualified  to  give  him  informaiion, 
void  had  attentively  examined^  and  was  convinced  of  the  ex* 
iftence  of  the  rule. 

Mr.  Baftard  faid,  he  had  the  moft  firm  and  implicit  reliance 
on  the  judgment  and  unbiafled  integrity  of  the  Speaker.  No 
man  living  was  fo  little  likely  to  utter  an  opinion  that  was  not 
fincere,  and  that  was  not  well-founded,  and  this  was  the  op> 
nion  of  the  whole  country.  This  was  the  rule  then,  and  it  it 
had  been  known  the  preceding  night,  the  refolution  would  not 
have  paiTed,  fince  there  were  only  14  majority,  and  the  number 
of  interefted  Members  were  14,  fo  that  the  queftion  was  abfo- 
UKely  loft.  He  reprobated,  in  ftrong  terms,  the  habit  Ger- 
tletnen  had  fallen  into  of  mutual  abufe :  one  clafs  was  deter-* 
mined  to  fupport  every  abufe,  and  accufed  the  other  of  de- 
ftroyingthe  Conftitution,  and  this  it  was  that  (hook  the 
country,  this  it  was  that  was  ufed  as  a  fyftem  of  terror. 

The  J^^aArr  ftopped  him  here,  and  faid  l)is  fpeech  was  not 
applicable. 

lG%  Mr. 
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Mr,' Bqfiard  then  fTO'ceedcd  to  argue  upon  the  merits  ol^ 
the  cafe,  in  the  Aime  manner  in  which  it  had  been  treated  by 
the  other  Genilemen  who  oppofed  it,  and  concluded  with 
giving  his  diflent  to  the  refohition. 

Mr.  Pefre  faid,  that  by  his  fubfcription  he  would  be  en- 
titled to  75!.  bonus,  btJt  declared  this  would  not  in  the 
.fmallcd  degree  influence  his  vote  ;  if,  however,  it  was  the 
opinion  of  the  Houfe  that  he  ought  not  to  give  one,  he  (hould 
bow  to  its  deciiion. 

Mr.  yoljffi  declared,  he  would  venture  to   fay,  that  the 

'  Houfe  of  Commons,  inOead  of  being  unpopular,  ftood  high 

in  the  confidence  of  the  people ;  but  to  fecure  confideiMei 

the  Houfe,  in  his  opinion,  ought  not  to  adopt  the  meafure 

propoftr^.     1 

Mr,  Ryder  fpoke  to  the  c^iedion  of  order,  and  though  he  did 
not  prefume  to  ca  1  the  Speaker's  authority  in  queftion,  he 
contended  that  the  do3:rine  he  laid  down  was  fubje£l  to  fo 
many  qualifications  as  Hot  to  be  applicable  to  the  prefent 
queflion. 

The  Speaker  again  ftatcd  the  rule  as  applying  only  to  cafes 
of  immediate  and  diredl  intercd,  and  that  Gentlemen  by 
waving  their  intdrefl  might  give  their  votes. 

Mr.  Anjiruther,  after  protclling  the  highcft  refpe£l  for  the 
authority  of  the  Chair,  endeavoured  to  (hew  that  the  opinion 
delivered  >y  the  Speaker  was  not  applicable  to  the  vote  of 
that  evening. 

Mr.  ^\  Smith  declined  entering  into  the  general  queftion, 
as  there  would  be  many  opportunities  for  difcuffing  it.  The 
honourable  Gentlemen  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Houfe  had 
complained  of  the  refined  conffHi&ion  of  the  queftion,  but 
he  aflbred  them  tl  at  the  country  would  view  it  as  a  very  plain 
one.  One  Gentleman  alono  in  the  Houfe  was  interefted 
3,5001.  in  the  deciiion. 

Lord  Hawkfjl '.  y  acquiefced  in  the  Speaker*s  opinion,  that 
thofe  who  had  an  intercft  and  meant  to  preferve  it,  had  no 
fight  to  voe  on  this  quclHon,  hedifclaimcd  to  take  any  ad- 
vantage, and  voted  for  the  refolution. 

Mr.  Sheridan  concurred  in  every  word  the  Speaker  had 
fpoken,  but  to  brim;  thequcftion  to  a  point,  he  moved,  That 
the  original  refoluiion  (liould  be  recommitted. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  objefied  to  the  recommit- 
ment, but  wiflied  the  divilion  to  take  place  on  the  refolution» 
and  the  votes  of  thofe  inicrclted  to  be  difallowed  if  they  did 
not  difclaim  that  Interell. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Sheridan  withdrew  his  amendment. 
Mr.  Huffey  faid  he  had  been  32  years  a  member  of  the 
Houfe  \  this  was  the  only  loan  to  which  he  had  fubfcribed^ 
and  as  he  thought  the  fubfcrihers  had  no  right  to  receive 
back  the  5  per  cent,  he  Ihould.  not  only  difclatm  all  indivU 
dual  intereft,  but  vote  againft  the  motion. 

Ayesj  _  _  36 

jVi/j,  —  _  .      35 

Majority  I 

'  Mr.  Tiemey  moved,  That  the  votes  of  Mr.  George  Rofe 
and  Mr.  Hiiikifon  be  dirallowed,  they  not  having  difdaimed 
their  intereft  in  the  bonus  before  the  divifion. 

Both  thefe  Gentlemen  having  afterwards  difclaimed  that 
intereft,  it  was  Contended  by  the  other  fide  of  the  Houfe^ 
that  the  difclaimures  were  fufficient,  and  that  their  votes 
were  good. 

After  a  converfation  of  confiderable  length,  Mr.  Tiemefs 
motion  was  negatived. 

The  Chancellor  ^f  the  Exchequer  gave  notice,  that  early 
after  the  recefs  he  will  bring  in  a  bill  upon  the  refolution.— - 
Adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 
Fripay,  J^K«r  a. 

DIVORCE   BILL. 

The  Houfe  refolved  itfclf  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
Houfe,  on  the  bill  for  the  Divorce  of  Sir  Godfrey  Webfter 
Vaflali  and  his  lady. 

Mr.  Adam  appeared  as  counfelfor  lady  VaiTall,  and  faid,  that 
if  one  claufe  relative  to  the  eftace  was  ftrbck  out  of  the  bill,  he 
fliould  luive  no  occafion  to  trouble  the  Houfe  4  if  it  was  not, 
he  miifl  beg  leave  to  crav*^  the  attention  of  their  Lordlhips  to 
the  ^'bjedtinn.-  he  had  to  make  to  t^at  claufe. 

Mr  Garrow^  as  counfel  for  Sir  Godfrey  Webfter  Vaflali, 
obferved  ihat  he  was  not  in  any  manner  inftru£ted  to  argue 
upon  that  claufe  being  retained  in  the  bill,  but  was  attending  to 
hear  the  rcfult  of  the  determination  of  their  Lordftiips. 

Lord  Auckland  requefted  the  attention  of  their  Lordftiips 
for  a  few  moments.  He  faid,  there  was  a  claufe  in  the  bill 
which  required  then-  Lordlhips  to  give  the  eftatc  therein  men  • 

iioned 
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.tbaed  to  Sir  Godfrqr  Webfter  Vaflall,  an  enttre  ftfangtr  to 
die  eftate.  He  .conceived  this  to  be  contrary  to  every  principle 
of  law*  and  moved  to  have  that  daufe  eipanged. 
•.  Lord  Xomneyi  confefied  his  doubts  upon  the  fohjeA>'  and  re^ 
queftcd  the  opinion  of  the  leamed  Lord  on  the  woolfack  to  re« 
move  them. 

The£^^  ChanctUor J 'fvovn  the  crofs  bench,  delivered  his 
opinion  in  favour  of  the- daufe  being  expunged.  His  Lord- 
Ibip  faid,  that  where  there  was  any  ground  of  right  reftding  in 
the  hulband  to  the  eftate»  or  any  part  of  it,  the  Houfe  would' 
certainly  interfere .  in  his  behalf ;  but  in  the  prefent  cafe  it  ap- 
peared that  Sir  Godfrey  Vaflall  was  an  entire  ftranger  to 
it  Where  the  hufband  had  a  claim  on  an  eAate  for  life, 
in  right  of  his  wife^  which  of  courfe  by  the  marriage  vefted 
in  him  during  her  life,  or  where  he  could  claim  under  the^ 
courtefy  of  England*  as  having  had  iflue  by  the  marriage  veiled 
in  him  during  her  life,  in  all  (uch  cafes^the  Houfe  would  in- 
terfere^  but  in  this  cale,  the  grandfather  of  the  lady  having 
left  all  his  eftates  to  liis  grand-daughtert  the  prefent  hdy  VafialH 
for  the  Houfe. to  interfere,  and  to  give  away  an  eftate*  in 
dire^l  oppofition  to  the  will  of  the  teftator,  for  Sir  Godfrey 
Webfter  Vafiall  under  all  thecircumftancesof  the  cafe,  was 
to  all  intents  and  purpofes  a  ftranger  to  the  eftate.  There 
was  another  cbufe  which  he  aifo  thought  repugnant  to  law, 
and  which  ought  alio  to  be  excluded. 

Lord  i?»m»/y  con fefled  himfelf  to  be  per&dly  fatisfied  with 
the  opinion  of  the  noble  and  learned  Lord. 

The  two  claufes  were  ordered  to  be  expunged,  the  fepoit 
was  received,  and  the  bill  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  the 
next  day. 

VAGRANT   BILL. 

It  was  moved  tliat  the  Committee  on  this  bill  be  deferred 
•  till  Thurfday  next. 

The  Earl  of  Radnor  faid,  that  as  he  could  not  attend  on 
Thurfday  next,  he  begged  leave  to  obferve,  that  there  were 
ibveral  hardfliips  in  the  bill  to  which  the  wives  of  foldiers 
and  failors  werefubjcdled,  which  he  hoped  would  be  attended 
to.  They  were  fuch,  he  faid  as  he  hnd  heard  a  whole  bench 
of  juftices  declare,  they  would  not  put  the  law  in  force  on 
.  them.     rTbis  deciaration  was  not  made  on  the  itncb.J 

The  Lord  Chancellor  agreed  with  tlie  noble  Lord  in  a  great 
many  of  his  obfervatk>ns.    And  as  to  the  obfervatbns  of  the 

juftices, 
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joilkes,  in  the  way  they  had  made  it,  he  thought  they  had  nok 
only  Ihewn  their  knowledge  of  die  true  tneaning  of  die  law; 
but  had  particularly  evin^  their  prudence  in  aAing  undet' 
It.  He  hoped,  therefore,  dietr  Lordfliips  would  give  the  fub« 
je&  every  poflible  degree  of  macule  and  deliberate  confidera- 
tion  againft  Thurfday  next. 

CONSID£EATION    OF   HIS  M AJESTt's  MIS8AGB. 

Lord  Grimnlle  moved  the  order  of  the  day  for  the  Houfe  to 
take  into  confidcration  the  mefiage  from  die  king  on  the 
mutiny  of  the  feamen.    The  mtflage  being  read, 

Lord  GrenviiU  faid,  he  was  peifediy  perfuaded  there  was 
but  one  voice  in  the  Houfe,  and  in  the  country  at  large,  with 
regard  to  the  fubje^  of  the  meflage  which  their  Ix>rdlbipt 
had  juft  heard  read.  Every  good  man  muft  deeply  regret,  that 
.  the  clafs  of  men  to  which  die  meflage  referred/  who  had  been 
the  pride  and  ^lory  of  Britain,  upon  whofe  valour  and  exertions 
the  fecurity  ot  the  country  at  all  times  fo  much  depended, 
every  man  muft  regret  that  they  had  fo  far  forgotten  every 
principle  of  duty,  and  had  aAed  in  a  manner  fo  inconfiftent 
with  the  genuine chara£tor  of  Brittfli  feamcn.  If  fuch  cohduft 
was  perievered  in,  it  muft  be  attended-with  the  moft  dreadful 
confequences  to  the  country.  It  was  matter  of  aftonifhment 
that  the  infinuations  and  af'ts'of  any  man  whatever  could  fo 
far  influence  the  minds  of  the  brave  defenders  of  their  countrlr, 
for  brave  defendera  they  had  been,  as  to  feduce  them  from  tne 
regular .  and  ordinary  difcharge  of  their  duty.  They  had  not 
only  been  guilty  of  divers  aSs  of  mutiny  and  difobedience  of 
tnnkjh  but  had  even  proceeded  to  other  ads  of  the  moft  hein- 
ous and  treafonable  nature.  They  had  fo  far  deviated  from 
their  former  charaAer  of  pride  and  honour;  as  to  turn  their 
backs  on  their  country  at  this  important  coniunAure,  when 
dieir  fervices  Were  moft  of  all  wanted ;  and  when  the  fccurtty 
of  the  country,  and  of  every  thing  that  was  dear  and  valuable, 
refted  fo  much  upon  their  exertions  and  loyalty.  Under 
thefe  circumftances  he  was  determined,  and  every  man  in  the 
Hpufe  and  in  the  country  muft  be  determined,  to  adopt  with 
firmneis  and  decifion  fuch  mcafures  as  the  nature  of  the  qife 
f^emed  to  call  for.  To  attempt  to  imprcfs  on  the  minds  of 
their  Lordfliips  the  neceflity  of  fuch  mcafures,  would  only 
be  a  wafte  of  time  ;  and  imply  a  doubt,  which  his  Lordfliip 
declared,  he  did  not  entertain,  of  the  univerfality  of  the  fend^ 
ment  in  that  Houfe,  as  well  as  through  the  whole  country. 

He 
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He  (hoiftld  therefore  inovr>  '<  That  an  hamblc  AkMreftbe 
peefented  to  his  Majefty,  to  return  his  Majefty  the  thanks  tif 
that  Houfe  for  his  moft  gracious  comiDuniCatioci,  and  to^flure 
bjf$  Majefty  thai  that  Hpafe  would  moil  heartily  coH>perate 
vfilJ^  iyim  in  adopting  every  ineafure  which  could  tend,  a€ 
the  prefent  important  crtfisi  to  provide  for.  the  fecurity  of  the 
public*  &c." 

When  the  LerjChancM&r  put  the  queftion  on  this  motion, 
it  was  carried  ium.  r^n.—— Adjourned* 

'       ■  ■  f 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

FVilVAYf  June  2. 
\:  ;,  .  SCOTCH  MII.ITIA. 

Mr.  92!ci«lary  Dundas  faid,  he  had  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  Houfe  toithe  ftate  of  the  military  force  in  Scotland.  The 
objeSb  of  the  motion  with  which  he  (hould  conclude,  was  Id 
jocreafe  the  military  force  fo  far  as  might  relate  to  any  at* 
temptsrof  .the  enemy  in  that  country/  Should  there  beany 
alarm  of  Ivaiion  there,  the  beft  way  was  to  truft  to  the  ardour 
of  the  people^  who  had  manifeOed  a  difpofition  akeady,  that 
ctearly  proved  diat  thofe  who  had  arms  would  ufe  them  againft 
the  efiemy»  and  thofe  who  had  not  any  arms  wilhed  to  have 
diem*  To  eocourage  that  fpirit,  he  moved,  *'  That  leave  Ke 
^*  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  raife  and  embody  a  Militia  Force 
*<  ^n  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called  Scotland."   Leavo  given. 

Mr.  Rofe  brought  up  a  Bill  for  granting  additional  Duties  to 
his  Majefty  on  Diftilleries  in  the  Highlands  of  Scotland,  and 
fbr^altering  die  limits  thereof,  &c.  Read  a  fitft  time^  aedUN^ 
dered  to  be  read  a  fecood  time  on  Wednefday  next.        rm  soo 

A  Mcflage  from  the  Lords  informed  the  Houfe,  that  their 
Loi'dlhips  had  agreed  to  the  Addrefs  of  the  Houfe  to  be  prefent-. 
cd  to  his  Majefty,  relative  to  the  promulgatiooofthe  Statutee. 

Mr.  Abbot  moved,  **  That  this  Addreli^  be  taken  into  confix 
•*  deration  on  Wednefday/*    Ordered.  -. 

SEAMKNf 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  moved  the  OnJcr  of  tli€  • 
Day»  for  taking  his  Majefty's  Meflage  into  confideracion. 

The  Mcflage  being  read, 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Excbeffuer  proceeded  to  the  following 
tfiea: 

Important  as  the  prefent  occafion  is,  I  feel  that  it  will  not  be 
ncceffary  for  me  to  detain  the  Houfe  with  a  long  detail  upon 
the  fubjed  of  the  Gracious  Communication  from  the  Throne, 

which 


whioh  has  now  been  reak]  to  ut.  Bv  that  conrtmimctlido  W(i 
leam  that  all  the  benefit  of  his  Majeft^'s  gracious  favDar,  whidk 
ictbred  fatisfadton  to  part  of  hk  Majefty's  fpixres,  was  atteTid<^ 
cd  with  every  mark  of  duty  and  gratitude  by  that  part,  and 
were  extended  to  the  whole  of  his  Majefty's  fleet;  but  that  ne^ 
venhelefs  there  are  now  at  the  Nore  deluded  perfons  who  hdye 
perfifted  in  difobedience,  and  proceeded  to  open  a£b  of  mutiny 
atid  diforder,  although  all  the  fame  benefits  have  been  allowed* 
to  them ;  the  (ame  liberal  allowance  which  was  agreed  uponr 
by  Parliament,  and  his  Majefty's  moft  gracious  pardon,  hatf 
been  ofitred  to  them  ki  the  lame  generous  manner  as  it  was  to 
thofe' who  have  returned  to  their  duty.  We  have  the  mortifi- 
cation now  to  leam  that  mutiny  is  carried  ori  to  the  moft  dan-< 
geroos  and  eiitainal  eitcefs,  to  iuch  a  length,  that  the  peribnt 
coocemed  in  it,  have  gone  into  open  and  undifgUiied  hoftilitr 
againft  his  Majefty's  forces  aAing  under  orders  and  commanm^ 
from  regvlar  authority.  Much  as  we  muft  depbre  fuch  ev^nts^ 
much  as  we  muft  feel  them  as  an  ag^avation  of  the  public  dif^ 
Acuities  with  which  we  have  to  contend,  yet  I  am  fure  we  all 
Seel  it  to  be  the  doty  of  tHe  Houfe  of  Commons  to  (hew  to  its 
Codftituents,  and  to  the  W6rld  at  large,  that  there  is  no  dfS« 
culty  which  they  will  not  meet  with  firmnefs,  and  refolutiont 
decifiWe;  that  we  will  take  meafures  to  extricate  the  country 
kom  its  diificulties  in  a  manner  that  is  worthy  of  the  rrpre*^ 
feotattves  of  a  great,  abirave,  a  powerful,  and  free  People.  I 
am  perfuaded,  that  under  our  preient  drcuroftances,  we  can 
have  no  hefitation  in  laying  at  the  foot  of  the  Throne  an  Ad- 
4tc&  of  afiurance,  that  we  will  afford  his  Majefty  every  effec-^ 
tuat  fupport  in  our  power ;  that  we  will  coanterad,  as  far  as 
we  can,  fo  fatal  atx  example  as  has,  by  the  moft  copfummat^ 
vickednefs,  been  fet  to  his  Majefty^s  Naval  force ;  that  we 
will  (hew  that  we  feel  a  juft  indignation  againft  a  conduft  fo 
unworthy  of,  fo  Inconfiftent  with  the  manly  and  generous  cha- 
r»fier  of  Biitifli  Seamen ;  that  we  feel  refentment  at  lb  un- 
grateful a  return  to  the  generofity  of  a  liberal  Parliament,  and 
the  milAiefs  and  benignity  of  an  illuftrious  Thtone,  I  troft 
that  we  fliall  recoiled  what  our  duty  is  in  fudi  a  cpnjun6bare. 
Itruft  loo,  that  as  thefe  late  procee«)tngs  are  utterly  repugnant 
to  the  real  fpirit  of  the  Britifti  Seamen,  contrary  to  the  conduA 
which  has  eftabliihed  the  glory  of  the  Britifli  Navy,  and  the 
leoown  of  the  firitifti  Nation,  it  will  appear  that  it  was  not  iii 
the  hearts  of  the  Briiifti  Seamen  that  fuch  mutinous  principles 
originated.  I  truft  that  we  (hall  (hew  alfo,  that  if  there  are 
among  us  diofe  who  are  enemies  to  the  fundamental  interefts 
of  this  coqi^tryi  to  its  glory^  to  its  fafoty,  and  to  its  exiftence  as' 
Vol.  in.  1797.  3  H  a  natioot 
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i  natim,  wboCe  malignity  ll  dire&ei  to  the  honour  aiid  evcit 
^Hlciicc  of  our  Nairy,  ivho  ^rry  on  tlicir  diaholtcdl  sirti&ceGy 
tnifi^^i^ci^tatipn  dfhSt^  tb  pervert  the  difpofitiorts  and  change 
the  pfincipka^the  Seamen*  by  inftiHing  into  their  minds  laBe 
alarms  and  apprehetiAonsi'  aiid  prevail  upon  them  to  do  ads 
contrary  to  rtieir  mftinAi  and  that  too  when  they  are  called 
iipoh  to^contend  with  an  eftemy,  1  truft,  I  fay«  ttiat  if  tiiere  be 
among  u§  (iidi  foes,  thai  they  may  be  dete6M  afid  dealt  nilth 
as  they  dcferve.  Odir  indignatioi^  ihould-be  mot^  afttve  agaittft 
the  fedtttors^tbail^thtf  deduced  and  iriifgiMded.        . 

Whelhcr/a0^(^ing  V)  the  exifting  law  ssgpinft  the  open' ats* 

Snpt^  tbi&a^i^ave  ket»  made  upon  onodier^branch/cf  his 
ajefty  Vftn^^laihakeits  loytflty^  but  wfatcb^  to  the  honour 
0f  diatiwdyq  JTOfiiaina  uumoved,  and  I  tnyft  i^Mmotfeabkv  ivt 
foSSAdfoikiM  tmugh  topuniih^  as  riiey  deferve^  ruch^dbid 
^aSuiittdi  hiaif.tca  mgtasF' perhaps  of  doubt«  i  ihalK  hourf* 
cver^inftantly  proceod  to  that  part  of  the  vecorniuciidfltioititt 
|ul  Majfifty's.  Mefisne,  and  te  Oate  niy  idcsaa  vpos:  the.  km 
vguaStpatiom  who.ui^  excite  his  Majefty'a  ferccsilo  mtttisqr 
or:dlfi>bodielice.  It  is  not  neoeffiiry  for  me  to^  em^  nOiY^tM^ 
pankniairsupoo  tbatfobkA ;  but  I  feel  it  my  ii«Qrto  Am»rAi9|: 
^tfaegAiddrefswbkh  liball  move  (hall  meft>;  aal.l^ape^Mt 
oenfidcsitly  jtrgft  it  will,  the  .unanimous  fenfe  %£  the  Hwl^  l 
jmU  imoiediately  move  (orle^w  to  bring  ma  BiU  for  ^^* 
ter  pMtveMion  of  |he  prime  I  bave  alr^y.ii^ied.  Them'ia 
gx^  cxim^t^ity,  in  tb$  offeucip  itfelf»  aud  in  my  opioioR  g«9t 
danger  in  delaying  to  provide  a  remedy  agaioft  it.  There-  is 
every  ground  on  which  the  principle  of  penal  law  proceeds  to 
provide  foine  remedy.  The  heinoufnefs  of  the  o^nce,  and 
the  danger  of  ft,  but,  perhaps,  that  may  not  pafsunanimouflv; 
However,  I  confefs  it  appears  ronie  that  by  the  bv^  as  it  flanoir, 
we  caonbt  properly  reach  tbe  atrt)cioufoe(9  bF  ^>fe  guth,  cftd 
prevent  in  time  theeflfe£k  6f  the  mali|pity  of  tire  ctiinhuds, 
wbofe  intentions  we  ail~f<HeI  it6urwilh,  astlVueh'  as  we  kmm 
it  to  be  our  duty,  to  couttraA ;  mttd  wWle'  Wtf  *11-  feel  It  tc^  be 
our  duty  to  enter  on  the  (ioafideration  of 'f«Krh  tegiflacwp  provi^ 
fion,  I  trtrft  we  all  feel alib^  thtf  it  is^owrdtfty  tv^x^refsour 
firm  perfuaiion,  and  I  sun  confident  I  ihall  notbe  di&ppeiniadt 
that  the  public  will  be  cpnvineed,  tbcit  Parliament^ts  riofeewaiis* 
ing  in  Its 'duty  at  fuch  a  cttfs  of  public  aiFairs;  •  l4nift  laUcH 
that  we  (ball  not  be  difappointed  in  our  e«pe£Utioti  of  .vibe 
Ipirit  of  the  public  coUe<ftiveIy,  or  mdtvidually ;  ibat  thctyi  wsU 
not  be  wanting  in  their  exertiooriR  6seh  a  jcfilis;  that.thsy 
wUi  be  antmatttl  collectively  and  it^dividually  with  a  fpirit  chat 
wid  g^ive  energy  and  cffcSt  to  their  exertions ;  that  every  man 

who 


JvKt  ij  ' '  WOOOTALL'S  PARtUMENTARY  RW0RT5.  ^ .  4%^- 
whp  feels  that  he  deferves  the  oame  of  an  £ngli(haian^  wUl 
do  his  utQoft  endeavour  to  coanterad  the  machinations  of 
all  incendiary  perfons  who  wifli  to  turn  his  Majefty's  iorces 
out  of  the  path  of  their  allegiance ;  that  every  man  in  the 
kingdom  who  has  a  heart  in  his  breaft  will  do  all  hir  can  to' 
counterad  the  fpirit  of  difafFedlon  and  difloyaltyi  and  will 
enforce,  as  far  as  he  lawfully  can,  a  fpirit  of  fubmiffion  to 
lingular  authority ;  that  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  kingdon 
will  unite  in  one  coimnon  defence  againft  intemai  eiirarfes^ 
to  maintain  fhe  general  feicurtty  of  the  kingdom,  by  pirovid- 
tng  for  the  local  £ecurity  of  each  particular  diftd6t  r*^haf  wo 
ifaoU  dl  remeaA>ef »  that  by  fo  doing  we  AtaHn^Ye.^Uie  faUeft' 
icope  to  his-  Majefty's  forces  againA  foretgit*iepiEknies^  and' 
aKb  the  fiilleA  fcope  to  the  known  valour  aod  tmflu^n  foi^ 
Kdity  of  the  inilitary  force  of  the  kingdom  wainft  t^vSk  wlio 
Ihall  endnurour  to  diftorb  its  internal  tnm<(Mlity4  F.ffiuchiue' 
ftio  principles  which  I  feel,  and  upon  which'  UtOi^JA  fbr 
myfelf;  andfoch  are  the  principles,  and  witt  be' the  con* 
AiA,  Ihoptf,  of  every  man  in  this  Houfe  and'OCHiof  it; 
fbdi  are  tbelAmtiments  that  are  implanted  in  oa  all ;  fnobtlie' 
JfMingsthbt  kre  inherent  in  the  breaft  of  every  EngiMmaifi.^ 
i  Qt^U  ixiMt  the  Houfe  by  fltewing  that  I  dMmifted  ka 
dMra^e^  and  the  charti£ier  of  the  country  if  I  fidd  mons 
and  r  Ihould  have  negleaed  my  duty  if  I  had  faW  ltf6, '  I* 
itow  mwt  you,  That  an  humble  Addiefa  be  prefented  ix>  h)a 
Kijcfty.  .    *     . 

•«  To  thi|.p«rport^  To  exprefs  the  c^iicern.  ani  io.di|;Qitiop  which  theH^ufc 
M  at  the  hcioQut  coq4i>^  of  thoTe  wh*  had  atteippced  10  feduc^  iht  Uvmh  (rp^ 
^ur.dttty  aafi  allcgiaoe*  »  t»  afliiu  his  Miijefly  (hat  ikcy  wve  rcai^  to  ;»^nll]ic 
uavoft  afliaanoe  to  tf>c  (atema)  cmkavoars  pi  hh  Majcfty  to  rcftore  djliuplinc.ao^ 
fubordioatioa  ia  t^e  Kavy,  and  to  adopt  cvtiy  .neifurc  which  cm  t«^  atthii  i«K 
^oftfia  c«DJiutait«.  Iji^  pvfif'tdfi  fpr  the  |M^c  ictutity ;  and  U)«t  ^hflQp. would  |«o« 
«iM.*witbo«t  dt}Vf,fQ,fUiSiiir  of  suiting  fl^enflfcdlual  proviri^na^f^rthf  prevan^- 
^«n.s^<|)nvAnteii4  o^  aU  tnit^«ua  ^tttf^f  to  ocito/cditWi^  >o4  muoi^  ia  bia 
M^etf^fonpioiei  vm  wHIidraw  any  put  of  hi*  Ma}cft|^».^rc^S|4iy  fea  or  lafid, 
^ttar.ibrir  duly  j^  allc|;iascr  to  ,hkm,  ^n4  ffm  thaft  ohcdioi^^  aa4  dtfcipliiK 
•^rtTakaat,*  inpofOiit iQd  otctS£frf  1,  and  10  afiife  hit  M«9«fty  ihU  <^  Vo^e^oi 
.<Sdniii*M  fathi  the  Arikft  leliMcc  on  dn  bjmlty  of  Ua  Majtfty't  AAja^,  and  ihai 
tliry  t(*uU  heai09  tocosuibuta  thrir  vsmak  tvrtiooi  upoo  rvcty  9C9al«p  l«r 
l^raypOEeonetfal  )Mtfaority«  th«  maiiitqiaiicf  of  p<ie«  a»d  ord^,  and  the  gonral 
M<|tiNy  and  <aA«y  cf  (he  Ikkilb  Efapiic/* . 

.  3H2  Mr, 


4^.  WMOrAbL^S^PAMUMttrmftT  UMlttk    [CiMMNQr 

'  <  Mrr-j^ifij|^{aM,  th^»  JioWev^rcautiouK  the  HMft^-ougllt 
^  be  kis^neo^ng  the  <!ode  o^  penal  (iatutes^  yet  he  thoftglR 
1(  HApoftble  Imt  that  the  tadtion  now  propofed  by  th&  right 
hon*  Gefttleinan  would  pals  unaaitnoufly  in  that  Uoufe ;  fev, 
'irboteVer  fentunefits  perfoiis  might  entertain  with  reg«d  to 
dmtretn  toims  of  Government/'  or  the  merit*  or  detneritr^ 
the  indhridiials  who  were  concerned  in  the  adtniniftnition  of 
iJFahrs,  there  cottM  be  but^  one  opinfion  -upon  this  ptHnt»  that 
there  txiu(l>  be  difciptine  and  fubordintcion-  ^mh  in  the  army 
and  navy ;.' without  which^  it  was  itnpoflitole  that  the.  c^ua- 
try  could  ri^i'itlie  attacks  of  foreign  eneml^S)  oiaii^ain  In- 
ternal  peaCe^'-  or^^rn  fiiort,  thi^-tivit^fooiety  ^tonld  f«Uift. 
He  trufted^  therefbm;'  that  w>hatev^ob^iotfr^e'  coonny 
night  'h^s^^fe^'fho  <5ampM^n<^biatiohe5  ^(''ddmtiriftraiion, 
yet)  thttt^MM-  they  faw^  the  neceffity  <»f '(jx6i4iOnragaitfft 
both  foretgh  tittddomeftk  enemies,  they  would  $^A  with  that 
Ipirif  aM  unanhnity  which  the  exigency  of  dream  Aante^  wt^ 
quired.  ^■^• 

;  Mr^-^  Smith  faidy  that  there  was  no  man  if)  tbc^  Houfe 

.  Wtofett-morothanhe  did  the  propriety  of-lhe^fMtifiieliits 

coi^nseyed  by  the  Ipeech  of  the  Minifter  upon  this  oocafion^ 

^aod  the  prc^riety  of  the  fpirit  of  the  Addreft;  '  He  (hoilid 

'  endeavour  fo  to  conduA  himfelf  as  to  leave  no  i^nom  ^l^atiy 

dne  to  doubt  the  fincerlty  of  his  profeflions*    Biit  htf*  de« 

ptdred  that  fpecies  of  eloquence  whtcti  had  beon-ufed  in  and 

•  out  of  thai  Houfe,  by -which  if  >vas  endeavoured  tb  fliew  thkt 

Mintfters  were  identified  with'  the  fafety  of  the  Omftttution 

6f  this  cbunfry.     However,  he  (hould  coritur  In  the  prefrnt 

"xheafure,^  af  the'  fame  time  holding  himfelf  free  toexpreis, 

^^itherout  of'that  Houfe  or  in  It,  whatever  appeared  tolilin 

iobeagaihft  adminiftratior),  without  mipeachingthe  fincerlty 

of  whit  he  Wtis  now  doing,      '  ^ 

Mr.  Sheridan  bid',  thdt  whatever  diffctettce'  in  poiitildal 

'<>{>]nion  might  prevsitl  s(ttk)f<|  gemleiyyeri  ifc  tHat  Houfe,  ^hey  ^ 

-^^i^effetibnu'  comtf  to  a'tiiiie^when  his  Majtfty  hatt  "ahr^tfti- 

^doubted  right  td  call  upon-  all  his {lib|V:ft9|  of'  tivttty'  raiik, 

tYkht  and  defcription,  for  theiV  jealous  oo:operattoti>i4Q 

maifitaiiiing  the  due  execution  cf  the  !aw«;'  atid  in  giidag 

^very'  poffiMe  effidencv'  to  the  meafufrefs  of  Gorertimeltt. 

ffbtrever  juftly  it  might  be  contended,  that  ihefc  did  eijft- 

Itrong  grounds  of  reprebenfton  and  caufes  fcft  Aoture  coih-r 

"^^atnt  agatnft  adminiRratfOff, '  yet  fuch  confld^nrtions-wAte, 

*'m1ii9  opinion^    at    that  ttioment  completely  6ut-4>f  >  th« 

quciUo^i  and  the^  HouTe  wa«  Hour  thlMi'«ipoii^tP^  Mite 

.  mpft 


«9tt  etmetty  with  ha  MajfOy  agmft  tht Ja(&l.(Es(|kaftilttt 

fnighfebc-produood  by  th0^p«rwrero#Dce  ia  fla9tM»y»  Aod  tht 

^dftogerous  4i(bbe4i«nc»  of  tbofe  ^ips  ii|09UQaed  m  bi»  Mn*^ 

jefty's  moft  gvicious  meifi^giw    Ha,  once  did  lAtend  to  baft 

^bmittfd  to  the  Houfe^  a  pf^^pofitipjii  tha  efficacy  fi|  which 

iipfiearcd  to  his^mifld  fo  p^v/^ffi^lj  thai  it  woaldi  tftadopiw4 

have  prdTpm^Ht  (be  /ubgd%  of  th^.prtfeAt  difeaffiM  fr^m 

^taking  pb^ce^  »  BiH  fneb  a^naeaAiva  was  ii0w  become  uielcA., 

aiidfr««i  th0  events  which  had  fioco  faappaoedi  improper  to 

be  applied,  us  a  Kmady^    He  Jamemed  that-  the  proceediiigf 

of  the  hucit  C^mmiSi^^n  of  \ht  Adowrihyib^  not  j^xox^i 

ftiGeefsfolt.  but:  he  was  ipduced  to  believeioth^t.  tl^  CaUuie. 

.affile^  in*  &«ne  deigree  from  cbe  i9a9Qei''iH»iWhtsb  they^wtfe 

eoud«iA«d«r '  Wbi&lbme  <iqait«rt  wew  gmnMdt^  /Come  w^i^ 

refufe4>  Had  wheaa  Boa>4  of'  Aitotaraltf  M^«oiiie«dowo» 

after -giviog  their,  refofal  toi  AedejMiuifi.of.thfCrfail^^iiiithe 

.  irft^.tnfiUDoei  nothing  wast  in  confequao^  c^  fq^^acMi* 

pliance^  apprehended  as  a  dlanger  on  the  part  of  the  faainei^t 

:^howivc«r  eKtrarngam  their  tenps  might  be  madr;  In  alluding 

:  4a^H)<r|Nrtporitipn  which  he  rnioant  to  have  fubmittcd  to  the 

,  Uaiife^  k  was  his  intention  to  have  moved  ibr  the  appoint-*' 

i  Hieiit  9f<  3  C9iWDiffion»  compofed  of  men  of  M  parties  and 

dcrcriptk«4»  who  might  in  their  proceedings  have  been  eai<» 

powcft-ed  t0  examine  the  claims  <^  tfae/cameovfo  hav«  ac^ 

faded  to  tbeie  that  appeared  jaft  and  welWfounded,  and  to 

have  scfeAed  tbofe  which  were  improper  in  their  naturie^ 

and  imprudent  and  dangero^  to  grant.    Thus  a  commifr 

'  iio»»  foimed  in  the  way  which  he  wiibed»  would  have  come 

1^ -once  to  a)i|efiotti^e<:onclttfion»  by  exprelsly  ftating».''  Wo 

.Jntvr  gone  .fhtis^  far  ia^  agreeing  to  ycnir  dmSEifidSj  and  so 

fgffltieii  wiU  w«^mah9  ^oaoeiGoas^^  which  we  epncaive  faoiii 

dangerous  and  unjult."    Thou^i  be  fmcerely  deplored  thvt 

•  the  psopofiiiw  hoid  -not  beetfvcairied  into  execnUoo.  he  was 

stidy.  to44nm>  -  that  M  was  now  become  ufeleft*    The  £Mad 

pevfiBvenMiceitnr  tte  mutiny^  had^  placed  the  country  in.th^ 

MiiatiQ^defcribed  bf  thp  rightrhon.  (Sentleman^  (Mr.  Pitt) 

nUnd  no.  perfon  could  feel  more  Indignation  againft  the  fool 

^^^laeendiar^s  who  had  caufed  il»  than  himUif.    He  w^ >«t 

•fisft  mdiKcd  fo  think»  that  the  mutineers  had  ai&ed  under  the 

.'  UQpiiire^f  ^mcvnentary  delaibn  and  miAake»  hot  their  lUb^ 

..intent  atid  continued  conduft  conviaoed  bim>  that. fanner 

.  Atfigmofe^han  dekifion  operated  on  their  minds,  and  tipt 

N  n  r^ed  Ipirlt.of  difobedience  bad  taken  f  lace  ^f*  tbofe  maady 

.^littd  loyaii^ iMtilMiat»  witb  wWcb  ik^had  beenonfoimet 

^lo.a  occafions. 


4it  wooDi'Airs  PAULTAxmrrART  vatpons  [cditiioK«; 
wM^hii  tbnftantfy  aiSnlatett.  If  there  was^  irrdeed,  a  W 
trt  ^fte/tfeoJetr  -wralb  of  dd  England,  our  decay  could' no\  be 
vc^  SRMtiL'  T)ie  qtieflioh,  a$  it  evidently  appeared  to  his 
trkw/w^s-ttot  about  this  br  that  conccflion,  but  ivhclhcr  the? 
iCiSittry'ititnxli  be  bid  poKlrate  at  the  feet  of  France  ?  ft 
w<s,  m  ftrA/  a  matter  of  no  moment,  whether  it  ;wa&  laid 

5\rolbateWit  .the  feet  of  Monai'chical  or  Republican  France, 
br  flill  ife  event  would  be  equally  £atal>  equally  dcftrufiiYe* 
The  hatioiial  commerce  would  necellartly  prove  the  great 
objeA  of  the''  eneiny'a,  vengeance,  and  thcie  mifl^l^^.menii 
who  might ^e  in^iinientat  in  pFoduci6g,ro  dreadful.a  orifis,^ 
-would  futfef  mofl  effenti^lly  in  th^ir  dear^H  ^tcr^Qsi  .  Hav-^ 
ing  faMthusW  wiihTcfpcdl  to  thc.jirft'part.pftbje  adr 
dre(k,  h^J^;^^  that  tia  co^uJd  not 

give  bis  coQieAt  to  the  latter. pact  of  it^  for  he  .was-CotH 
viiiced^  .MJ^Ie^^^^  Houfe.weuld  make  a  ncceJflary  diftin^joa 
^^^^j?  ^'^^V^'^^  £cm  and  decided  fupport  to  the  l^xcciw 
live  ,GQxeri>'mentt  jagainft  both  foreign,  and  domefiic  eiieL^. 
vinie?»iAU  between  identifying  the  preient  MioiAers  withthe^ 
government  1  of  the. country,  nothing  fotid.  and  ■  bas^cficial 
<;ould  be  4onc  for  the  public  fkfety.  He  could  i^ttaBbftatri 
£rom  chai;gipg  hi&  Majedy's  Minifters  with  h^^iif^  ^pr^r 
4u(ced  by  thc^ir  vreak  and  imprudent  coodud,  tlve^a}dmi|)ei^ 
in.  which,  the  .nat  km  was » involved,  although  be  >  piBrfe£i}y- ' 
•gyeed  with  than  in  expneffing  bia  indigiiation  omih^  fubjieAi 
itiider  dilkxi{fiQn.\  zQd  whanhecaqae  to  ooiiAfleirvitliff,«aMl>^ 
in  which  t^e  Treafon  aM  Sedition. biUs  wereiwrnmii^. 
fomewhait  /of.  fifi  equal  piet)g9  wjidi  the  pfcTemt  wias  i^reifiri 
vpon  the  Houfe.  JHle'iyaS|.<xm&^9imitljrjqftifi^imexprBfi* 
fiiigjiifi  rP^M^iMMA  to^^QEmt  to  tb«t  pac&ofvlhcuddmft  wMbb 
w^ft&M^.tl^^MmRon  of  tb^,$fJ0uiKiI\GDde^  on^he  fiuw 
ground)^  ^s  be  ob^eiSkd  to  pledge  Jdonfelfcto  j^ee  ti»^d  tmo 
Sails  which  had  paified..  He;  fllottld  eonfider  himfelf  bound 
to  Ipoi^  with  a^yeif  jealous  seye  on  aiiy  jneafitre  ofihc  k^ifia- 
4ure»  which  weqt  t#  incre»(b  ^  iHtinhBriif  fanguinaty'  p^nal 
Ivws. .  It  traa  nec^^flary^'fif  ft^  toeoquire  aad/a^rrainvwha^ 
ther  tfajB  pf eieqt  l^w^a^Mwe'deficiisnt  6ir  the  Bttaitimebt  <4  ths 
ends  profoM.in\tbc{*addre6»  ^tid  he  cooM  ndi  but  veoed^ 
kdl,  with  great. x3Kgt«r»  that  an  aft  Ibmewliat  Simhf  in  4^ 
iiaiii«e  IQ  ikm  propofed  by  the  right  ;hon.  Gentlen^Mi,  bad 
Im^.  pai&d  in  .another  country.  ■  If  the  bill  went,  ihereforej- 
l0«hxteiid  thefaogmnarycodie.  of  penal  laws,  withotrtf  ftron^' 
m4  foffimnt  groMdsv  Jie;ih0uld4:onfider  himfeif  warrattteg 
io:WtthaloUil%||(i«a0e(ll40tila^pwt  of^^  f^ 

xhaj 


tftiat  modoof  legilladoa  hbd  been  comlnt»Uf,,ai^d  ffftrmalW 
qaJly  inbrWod  tuider  the  preient  ^A^miniftratipu^; Jin^ 
was  to  him  a  mbft  iaxpprtant  £0niaiieKiJtk»i^,t«hW,^((»^^ 
produced  thc^cry  cvU  whidi  it  was  intended  to  jjfevcot.     It 
was  not  requifite/or  him  to  tfcafon  ^t  any  lengtih  iA<(upport  pf 
that  poinion,  fmcc  fafl?  cqpcratcd  fofatafiy  to  enforce  it.    He 
M/ould  a(k,  was  not  the  prefent  mutiny,  a  proof  that.  the.  Iplrjt 
of  feditionhad  increa(ed,  nptwithAandin?  the  bilk  iwbich^hafl 
been  introduced  by  his  Majefty's  MiniUcrs?  They  "bad  alfo 
thoi^ht  proper  to  adopt  another  remedy,  which  was  cpn<;e^ved 
to  hi  etfeaual.    They  had  cftabliflicd  the  ^ftenv  of  barracks, 
on  which  cniHibhs  of  the  pubKc  money  had  teen  expended^ 
^/Ae  Hopf^?  ^a^thcn  told  that  fach  a  fyflerh  Would  keep  the 
foldicrs  otit  oftlic  wiv  of  feddflicln;  and  prevJaii  dierri  frfwii:' 
Herrie  etpofrd  to  th<f  imrlgucsof  thfe  emafivitewiididri.  The 
Houlc  wa*  atfo  told,  that  if  the  ptople  couW  dit^jlfe' <fuh>b  * 
feldieh*  nibufIS  be  made  deaf.     Th/fere  Was;  ht^  AaMiirtM^^  fia 
prooTWhitdrclr  before  the  Hoafe  to  fliew  f^^a^HUti  Was  in/ 
defidcncy^lri'Ae  exifting  hws  to  provide  for  the  ^tt^c^hfplaioJf 
of,  ahd'tt^ttl  that  proof  was  Airly  made  out,  Getttl^inSkt  eboidt 
rtot^  Witfr  ahy  degree  of  eonfiftency,  pledge  thenlfe/rt«  to  give' 
their  fb^it  to  the  bill.    Knowing,  from  cipciittide?^  that' 
tfa^thd^nl  th6f  Lcgrflature  fliould  jgrte  to'}ni^i£^c  code  , 
«f  QMgnMiiy  penal'  bws,  ^hey  would  alfo  agree  to  incftfaft  the* 
evil  intended  tdbe  remedied ;  he  cooM  ntwufherdbte  giye  hi^ 
^iBkm  4i>  J^it  part  of  die  AddMs.    Biir>  as^  the*  ri^t  f^btfodriltUe 
Oetalifnsin'  K^ihed  h  very  mudifor  briartiiifJity^iin'PaTHament 
off  a  iiiisft&heiwas  ready  to  cotrfefi^of  the  mofli  f<^ious  imporl^-- 
anoe,  <ko  AodM  noc,  fof  Ms  pam  im^miptaAat  ui^antntity^ 
and  be nivoQtdilierQfolMWMe  fertile  Addv«fc.  ^t-   '     - 

^  Jtfa  S^mtery  i>tiiab><<M«urved  oiitli«)y^#4lf}  Afr.  Sh^tt^ 
dhttin-m  great  fOitiof  tMs  <pe»ch/  Hisnenutmy 'iiM'iikfoh  in'-' 
dcbttd  to  thuttTfer  his-  conrf««^  io  *ibrwjHtfjbd!/«4«4'^^  \^l 

Itiiifiint  ftpIT  llllll  III  li  r'^Ti^  fer^his fcl^ltertt'feffilh^  ^^ 
vttfUi^v^in^  mmrtj  thst  dery.  -He  (hoold  hbt  ^mkch 
timkrco.xtJiaX  cloiitienoe  In^  gonyg  43ttt  the  fiit^eft  again. 
Hr  lofc  dhiefty  for  the  pwcf^kol  cOrnsAing  a  miltake  which' 
he  wi&cd  twither  that  honCFanaUe  Member,  noT  any  Gemte- 
Rifim  in  or  est  o£  that  Hoafe^  ^  to  be  under ;  it  wt»  that  of  an 
ifkft  that  .theJ}oacd«f  Adoiicaky  had*  made  eoficefflonfs  to  the* 
f^Uars^a^-Sheemcrs.  The  fed  waS|  that  tfaev  hiid  nl^adb'no- 
foch  qoncoffions.  At  firft  it  waa  defined  to  go  ibwn ^  atid  the  V* 
n^ufed  lo^gA..  Had  ibcy  gone' then  they  would  have  been  ctfV 
nnnal,  for  it  wafr  theoiidlendediD.piDpQfe.oertain  Minrto  Ih^) 
^aisen,  ditEciteox  ttook  tbf»fe  wbkh  had  been  gnmtcd  already  to 

'.  ••♦  the 


4M  m»OUMVS  tMdUUMUnMXr  UMTK     [(Uummj 

tbe  fleet  ^  hvge»  when  the  affiiir  was  fettled  with  die  Aeet 
vodor  tb«  oomaiaiid  of  Lord  Bridport ;  febey  thenfofe  refiiftd' 
to  go  down  (o  grant  any  redreft  as  it  was  afleed  for.  They  af* 
terwai^  ii«idei^ood  that  granting  Us  Majefty's  pardon  would 
be  fufficwMt.'  Had  tbey  refufed  to  go  down  for  that  purpofe 
he  thought  they  would  have  been  criminal.  For  this  purpoie 
they  did  go,  but  finding  it  was  not  fuflicient,  bnt  that  a  nego- 
ciation  was  pi^opofed  for  redrefs  of  grievances,  they  came  away, 
after  faying  they  would  enter  into  no  negociastdi  for  the  re^ 
dreft  of  grievances,  and  would  only  grant  the  tenns  which 
were  aooepted  by  the  4pet  under  the  comroaiid  jof  Lord  Brid- 
port, and  extend  his  Majefty*s  pardon  to  what  had  pafled« 

With  regaid  to  wlut  had  been  urged  by  the  honourabie 
Gentleman  in  the-  concludiM  part  of  his  f^eech*  npoa 
a  dpfer  y'rw  gf  the  fubieA  he  trvfted  that  his  ewil  |^ 
fenfe  .would  (hew  him  there  was  no  neceffity  for  his  widi^ 
holding  his  luppoct  to  tibe  Addrefs  on  acooimt  of  the  ol^efiUons 
which  he  bed  ftaSed^  for  that  there  was  no  idea  of  ea^king  any* 
provifion  ofa  Cinguinary  nature ;  it  was  only  that  which,  he* 
was  perfoadedy  the  judgment  of  the  honourable  Gentieaivt' 
would  approve*  Having-  faid  this,  he  not  help  again  faying, 
he  wiihed  for  the  acqiuefcence  of  the  honourable  Gentleman 
who  fpohe  laft  to  tlie  whole  of  the  AddrcfS)  for  the  public  were 
much  indebted  to  him  for  the  very  patriotic  part  he  had  taken 
in  the  courfo  of  diionffions  on  this  unhappy  mutiny. 

Mr.  £akir  thought  the  honourable  Gentleman. intitkd  to 
praife  for  much  of  what  he  bad  iaid  that  night.  He  vuikoip 
however,  he  had  avoided  fome  expreflioBS  which  might  be  at* 
tended  with badefieds.  The honovrable  Gentleman  had  cer» 
tainly  a  right  to  deliver  his  fentiments  upon  the  propriety  of 
barracks ;  but  in  doing  fo  he  wiflied  he  had  not  thou^t  it  ne- 
ceflary  to  quote  the  langeige  of  a  rij^  honourable  Gratleroan, 
and  bad  ^oUM^ttAJbUHIEMIl^SiiO^ '"  ^^  manner  which  he 

and  admiring  the  loyajty  of  the  «*««."«  *!S:!lSS*£' 
fpiritof  difailcaioB  did  not  go  into  the  heamof  the  BntHh  le«- 
inen.  and  that  in  every  fliip  it  extended  bat  to  a  teaU  {Mit  ot 
the  crew ;  and  he  had  every  reafon  to  believe,  ftom  vacwut 
fooreesof  information  which  he  had  acceft  to,  Aat  the  great 
body  of  the  faikw  were  eitwoiely  loyal,  and  would  toon  «- 
tarn  to  their  duty.  He  laid,  thu  was  a  fulgea  upon  whiA 
he  fcU  fo  much,,  that  he  could  fcarcely  exprefc  hn^tt,  an* 
heihooldnothave  nouhkd the Houfc bat finom  •Willi » pay 
^ItistabalBtothBhsiioaroftfaeBatilhfeUiflry. 

.  jAr« ' 


Mr.  H^bhoufi  agreed  with  the  fentlmcTils  \vhn5H  had  '-feften  ^' 
fnam  fi>  anafty  Gentlemen  in  the  coorfe  of  thb  debate.  He  wus^ 
ferioufly  forry  for  the  condud  of  the  rea»i>en,  and  felt  tfe^ 
ftroogcfl  ittdignaticm  agaiuft  thofe  tiy  Whom  they  had  been  fc- '' 
duced.     But  he  could  not  avoid  iuyin^  th:it  tiirs  A'Wrefs  ap-  ' 
pc^ed  tp  him  to  contain  language,  and  ta  ht>ld  o^it  a  pf^dge,  *" 
which  it  oQghx  nor.    The  Hotifc  wefe  called  upon  by  this  i\d-  ' 
drefe  to  fay,  that  they  wocid  cotilider  what  farther  reflations  ' 
wodkl  be  occeflary.    This  was  acknowlcdi^in^,  in  the  llrontrcft  * 
manner,  that  the  exi&ittg  J3W«  were  not  iufficJent  for  the  pur-  ^ 
pofe.     He,  fcawcvtr^  fhould  give  his  vote  f:>r  the' Addreis,  re-' 
ferving  to  biipfeir  eke  right  oif  comb^tfns;  the -brM 'whenever  it  * 
ftiQuhfbe  br^ight  forward  4ipon  anv  ^r6und  fife  'fflfcbid  think 
proper..    And  ifthc  right  honourable  Oe!«nJ..:tf^i  «#o?f!d  (>rove  * 
to  him  tlicexiikiicc<rf  ihefe  atrempfs,  that  tfib  \^\^/ -^ \{ rto?r 
ftood,  W38  not  adeqaate,  and  that  the  b«f<  to'ft^  Ijfeught  in  ' 
was  calculated  to  effc-Sk  its  ohjcjft,   then  hk  ffiooM-iWte  fcii?  tlie  ' 
bilL     An  honourable  Gentleman  (Mr.  Bifc^r)  TiaH  H??njked  nn  ' 
honourable  Friend  of  his  (Mr.  Sheridan)  for  noticirfg^Txe  hn-  ' 
giiage  ufed  by  a  right  honourable  Gentleman  upon  wefiibjerft  • 
of  the.  barracks;  this  was  what  he  could  ndt  fuhm?!  to,  foV  it* 
tended  to  dcftroy  all  freedom  of  deb^^te.     Bur  if  his  honourabte  * 
Friend  was  Impradent  at  prcfent  in  the  aHufion  wWth  Tie  had 
made,.the  honourable  Gentleman  on  die  other '(ide  Vcas  equally 
imprudent  in  noticing  it,  and  thereby  makin;^  it  more  gbf^rv-  ' 
able.     It  gav&htm  great  pleafure  to  hear  the  honouraMe  Gen- 
tleman fav,  tliat  the  heart  of  the  feamen  was  ftrll  found.     He 
hoped  and  trufted  the  honourable  Gentlemiirt's  information  was 
true,  and  that  they  would  once  more  prove  the  honour  and' 
fccurity  of  ^lieir  country.  ''    ' 

Mr.  £<ilvr  ctplffined.  i^    .    . 

The  Chancelkr  of  /Aifjfc'te^W*'*  declared,  ^hrtr  in  exprcfSng* 
his  anxiety- for  unanimity  in  cotii'ic;  the  pro^K>fed  (^IdreTs,  he[ 
was  indeed  inflaenced  by  die  molV  impona^tt  eonTi<H' rations. 
Hewiflied  for  fudi  an  iunacumity  as  '\voa^l  by  a  ji;fl  fSuirdn-' 
tion  for  futirt-e  prtofpcrity, .  fon  one  on  ^"hsch  he  ttKT.'ecl-the' 
moft.favoiitaibie'augfiry^  theunartmiitt  of  ihc  r.ation  at'llfrge/ 
an  unanisnktv  rto^  in  fuppoit  of  AdiriinKVi-ation,  biir  m  fnpport* 
of  the  Conftitufion  itfctf,  andof  at!  t^ofe  bw^  by  which  it  v\*as 
guarded,  .  Theoountry  was  catfed-iJpoii  to-be  uharrthKJUs  4rt*a' 
conrfsoft  which  embraced  ^ewpy  dung  that  was  nioft  vii+uuble  to 
its  ^ar^  iioCereAs.     Whaceaer  ^liHi^rence  of  opinion  migiit 
prevail  in  -.fhr  minds  of  GeAt^Iemen  on  former  pr^ims,  there 
could  not  exift  a  ihfiiom'of^doQiit  ^th-  reff^ei^l:'  t<y  tlie  prcfefit^* 
quelQ^.     It  was  now  indifpenfibly   neceflary  for  them  to 
Vol.  111.^1797.  3  I  unite 
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vnite  in  dne  common  cau(e ;  it  was  incumbent  on  them  to 
confolidate  their  efforts,  to  reconcile  their  diflerent  views,  to 
concentrate  their  individu;il  exertions,  and  to  give  energy  and 
vigour  to  ihelavfrs,  without  which  it  was  impoffible  there  could 
be  any  folid  happinefs,  It  was  not  merely  by  declarations  that 
they  were  bound  to  proceed,  but  by  a  fpirit  and  promptitude 
of  adion,  and  a  firm  refolution  and  readinefs  to  fupport  the 
execution  of  the  laws  by  military  fubordtnation  and  legal  obe- 
dience. It  became  their  duty  to  give  a  refiftlefs  efficacy  to  that 
condu6^  through  every  corner  of  the  metroj^olis,  and  through 
every  part  of  the  kingdom.  By  fuch  meafures  tliey  could  alcne 
difappoint  the  dark  and  malignant  efforts  of  the  enemy  ;  and 
he  was  proud  to  fay  that  to  fo  glorious  an  unanimity  there  was 
nothing  that  he  would  not  chearfuUy  facrifice:  Me  therefore 
hoped  that  tiothing  would  in  faft  he  found  in  the  latter  part  of 
the  Addrels  that'  could  in  the  flighted  degree  tend  to  deftroy 
the  unanimity  of  the  Houfe  in  agreeing  to  it.  When  he  came 
to  confider  the  nature  and  the  terms  of  it,  'he  was  completely 
at  a  lofs  to  find  one  word  that  could  appear  ohje6lionahle.  The 
Houfe  could  not  be  fuppofed  to  pledge  themfelves  particularly 
to  agree  to  the  bill  which  was  about  to  be  brought  in.  They 
merely  pledged  themfelves  to  this,  that,  in  purfuance  to  his 
Majcfty's  recommendation  to  Parliament  to  make  more  effec- 
'  tual  provifion,  for  the  purpofe  of  flrengthening  the  prefcnt  laws 
*  which  related  to  military  ol^dience  and  difcipline,  they  would 
confider  of  the  propriety  of  thofe  meafures  which  might  be 
deemed  neccffary  for  that  fpccific  objeft.  The  Houfe,  there- 
fore, in  voting  for  the  Addrefs;  went  no  farther  than  to  declare, 
that  they  would  aft  in  compliance  with  his  Majefiy's  recom- 
mendationi  but  did  not  preclude  themfelves  from  taking  into 
their  mature  confidcration  tlie  nature  of  the  bill,  nor  did  they 
J)y  fuch  a  vote  debar  themfelves  from  withholding  their  aflent 
to  any  matter  that  might  appear  objcflionable  in  it.  But  though 
he  vyas  fo  particularly  anxious  to  lecurc  unanimity  in  pafling 
the  Addrefs,  he  did  not,  with  a  view  of  obtaining  that  defira- 
hle  meafure,  wifli  to  conceal  or  protraft  the  delivery  of  his 
fentiments  on  any  part  of  it.  His  conviflion  of  the  propriety 
of  the  bill  was  formed  on  the  ground  of  the  greatcft  neceffity, 
and  ftrongly  impreffed  with  the  idea  that  it  .was  ahfolutely  te- 
quifite  to  give  difpatch  to  the  operation  of  it,  he  Hiould  move, 
the  moment  the  Addrefs  was  carried,  for  leave  to  prefent  the 
bill,  and  if  it  was  then  agreed  to,  he  (hould  alfo  propofe  the 
fecond  reading  ot  it  to  take  place  the  next  day.  He  alfo  thought 
it  necefl'ary  to  premife,  that  the  further  diicuflion  of  the  bill 
would  be  carried  on  as  fpeedily  as  pollibie.     An  honourable 
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Gentleman,  who  had  fpolcen  ag»i\ift  the  latter  part  of  the  AtJi. 
drefs,  declared,  that  he  refervcd  to  himferfthe  liberty  of  bpi- 
pofing  the  bill.  A  declaration  of  that  nature  was  by  no  rriearts 
necclTaiy,  becaufe^io  Gentleman  could  be  fuppofed  to  pledgfe 
himfclf  to  meafures  which  he  had  in  all  inftanccs  the  freedom 
of  difcui&ng  and  difagrceinc  with.  He  would  not  \3ndertakfe 
to  convince  the  fcruplcs  of  an  honourable  Gentleman  (Mi*. 
Sheridan)  on  every  point  which  was  contained  in  the  latt^ 
part  of  the  Addrefs,  but  he  entertained  an  opinion  that  he  was 
competent  to  do  fo  on  fome  points  which  appeared  peculiarly 
fatisfa£lory  to  himfelf.  The  provifions  of  the  bill  did  not  ^ 
beyond  the  neceflity  of  the  cafe,  and  this  ftatc^nent  he  wouM 
undertake  in  the  moft  direft  and  pofitive  manner  to  fapport'; 
but  if  the  honourable  Gentleman  meant  that  it  was  requifite  tb 
prove  the  exiftence  of  particular  afls  on  hoard  eadi  of  his  Ma{- 
jefty's  (hips  which  were  then  in  a  ftate  of  mutipy,  he  (hould 
freely  decl^ue  that  he  would  uftdertake  no  fucb  thing.  He 
took  the  ground  of  proceeding  with  the  bill  to  be  derived  from 
a  plain  and  fair  opinion,  on  which  the  public  mind  and  Par- 
liament might  be  fully  fatisfied  as  in  many  other  cafes  of  equal 
notoriety.  That  the  fpeeches  of  this  or  that  emiffary  of  faftioa 
and  general  anarchy  had  produced  mutiny  in  particular  fhips, 
he  would  not  pretend  to  fay  ;  but  the  public  opinion  with  re- 
fpeS  to  the  diforganized  (late  of  thefe  (hips,  and  the  cauies 
which  had  firft  produced  the  difobedience,  and  continued  to 
uphold  it,  was  founded  on  grounds  unhappily  too  notorious  m 
*all  inftances,  too  much  felt  in  fome  cafes,  too  ftrongly  proved^ 
but  fortunately  defeated  in  others.  On  thefe  grounds  he  (houid 
therefore  propofe  the  bill.  He  thought  it  neccflfary,  in  confe- 
quence  of  what  had  fallen  from  Gentlemen,  to  lubroit  thefe 
candid  (latements  which  decided  his  conviflion  on  the  pro- 
priety of  the  mcafure,  and  he  begged  pardon  of  the  Houfc  for 
having  troubled  them  i  fecond  time,  hut  he  felt,  from  the  great 
inii>ortance  of  the  fubjcft,  from  the  prelTing  exigence  o?  the 
cafe,  and  from  the  prefcnt  crifis  of  public  affairs,  that  it  was 
the  duty  of  every  man  zcaloufly  to  unite  in  a  mcafure  which, 
by  fecur'ing  the  ol)cdience  and  difcipline  of  his  Majefty's  forces, 
preferved  the  country  from  the  efforts  of  its  domeftic  and  fo- 
reign enemies. 

The  qucftion  was^then  put  on  the  Addrefs,  which  was 
agreed  19  nem.  cert. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  then  rofe,  he  fitid,  to  move 
for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  better  prevention,  and  pu- 
ni(hn)ent  of  all  traitorous  attempts  to  exdte  1ed?tion  and 
mutiny  in  hift  Majcfty's  fervice ;  or  to  withdraw  any  part  of 
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jii»  Majefty's  forc«|s  byfesl  ^  Jand  from  their  duty  and  alte- 
gi^nce  to  him,  and  frpfn  that  obedience  and  difctpline  iwhich 
are  f^  iii^portantto  th©  profperity  and  the  fafety  of  the  Brittfh 
empire*  •  .He  had  already  fls^ted.,   he  obferved,  that  if  any  pcr- 
/on  required  folvftantial  cvidc;nce.of  anv  imitvidaal  maipradtices 
.^oe^OtCrfqiiitiqn  and  mutiny  in  his  Majefty's  fervice,  he  was 
Vqt  at  prefcnt  in  the   polk  (lion  of  the  power  to  produce  it  ; 
but  he  trufttd  it  would  he  enough  for   the  fatrsfa&ion  of  the 
Houfe  to  au^horife  the  introduction   of  the  bill   to  ftate  the 
,  necefiity  on  gcntr.  i  grounds,     it  would  be  enough  he  con- 
^etvcJ,  to  obtain  tiKir  fandtion,  and   their  approbation  of  the 
fniearuKs4ic  was  about  to  recommend^  if  the  fnequciKy,  the 
malignity,  and  the  univerfalay  offeditious  prances  were  fo 
.notorious,  aiKi-  in  the  daily  habit  of  coming  to  the  knovrledge 
.of  evcry-iK'tfon  both  in  and  out  of  that  Houfe,  that  no  reafona- 
(blc  man   could  difient  from   his  Majefty's  declaration  of  the 
pecciTity  to  provide  for  fccuri»y  in  future.     It   tn\gh(t  be  mote 
immediately  his  duty   to  Aare,  as  a  convincing  proof  of  the 
e:i ilk' nee  of  one  adtive,   uniform,  and  wide-extended  plan  of 
fcJition  to  feduce  his  Majefty's  forces  from  their  duty  amd  al- 
jlcgiance,  that  the  difcontents  did  not  originate  ♦vith  any  fingle 
indivkiual,  that  they  were  not  confined  to  one  corner  of  the 
.kingdom,  nor  contra£icd  in  one  circle  of  complain t^  hut  that 
they  had   manifefled   themfelves  in   diflFerent  detached  parts, 
.  were  working  at  the  fame  time,  and  in  different  places  on  tlie 
feme  principles,  and   branched   out  into  fo  many  frefh  famifi- 
cations  of  complaint,  that  no  pcrfon  could  forcfec  where  they 
•  wouh!  end.     Many  and  various  had  been  the  attempts  toex- 
.cite  this  difal7e£t(/)n)   by   faife,   infidious,  and  calumniating 
means,  fometimes  provoking  rebellion  by  emifiariesat  fecret 
hours,  fomet\mcs  by  mirreprefentations,  and  other  artful  means, 
and  at  othera  by  difpcrfmg   hand-bills  wherever  opportunity 
prefentcd  itlelf  or  any  cxpcSation  of  fuccefs  in   their  purfuits 
could  be  indulged,  to  dctath  the  ibldiers  alfo  from  their  duty ; 
^  fo  that  the  engines  of  frdition  had   been  no  Jefs  bufily  and  un- 
remittingly perievcriiur  on  fhore,  where  to  the  honour  of  the 
fcldicry  he  had  the  happinefs  to  fav,  they  failed  in  their  eflPeds, 
than  in   the  navy  where  they   had   u  n  fort  una  tel  ?  prevaikd. 
Here  then,  he  had  an  opportunity  of  obferving,  that  Gentle- 
men needed  only  to  connc6l  the  difcontents  on  board  the  fleet 
with  the  other  fpccies  of  feditioii  upon   fliore,  to  pronounce 
tham  to  be  t?ie  operations  of  one  fatal  and  too-well  digcfled 
fyftem;  for  that  they  were  not  the  fpontaneous  combinations 
ufthe  feamen,  that  they  were  not  the  efFedbs  of  accideat,  nor 
ihceffufion  of  one  folitary  and    unconnedted  difcontent  was 
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demonftrated  by.  the  confermioy  of  trnnfad^ons  ac  New(a[ftle^ 
at  Nottingham,  at  ^aidftone,  at  Canterbury,  at  8a}i(boiy« 
and  many  other  places,  where  the  (ame  fpeoies  of  hand^bilU 
had  been  fcattcred    and   dilfufed,  c  accompanied  b|  rumours 
(ccliocd  and  re  echoed  of  the  mod  falfe  and  fcandalous  nature* 
and  where,  in  fome  untiappy  inftances,  a  few  deluded  or  ilU 
minded  people  had  fet  the    fame  melancholy  example.     A 
more  ftudied  fyflcm  could  not  oiFer  itfelf  to  the  thought  o£ 
any  man  ;  a  more  pra<£licable  plan  of  treafon  to  provoke  a  ge- 
neral rebellion  could  never  be  attempted  to  be  put  in  execu-^ 
tion.     From  fucb  fpecimens  therefore  it  was  evident  the  fcdi- 
tibn  was  exteniive  enough  to  prove  it  to  be  fyftematic,  and 
dangerous  enough  to  make  precaution  reqUififQ.    Could  any 
perfon  doubt  the  cxiftcnce  of  focne  tveacheroUS'  confpiracy? 
Could  any  peribn  wifli  to  have  a  proof  of  m  exigence  when 
its  exiiience  had  already  been  attefted  by  numerous  inftanccs 
of  loyalty  and  Hdeiity  in  the  foidiery,   who  wah  honeft  and 
honourable  indignation^  had  not  only  -been  wife  and  refolote 
enough  to  re]pel  it»  but  had  alfo  voluntarily  flepped  forward  ia 
the  moft  liberal  and  manly  manner  to  difcover  the  offenders  ? 
'With'dtis  notoriety  of  a  difgraceful  fyftem  to  corrupt  one  fcr- 
vice)  whene  it  had  fo  nobly  been  defeated,  iiow  c^ubl  any  man 
doubt  of  its  infinuatifon  and  its  influence  in  another  f  A  quarter 
too  where  fuch  opinions  and  fuch  meafures  were  the  leaft 
congenial  to  the  natural  difpofitrons  of  >the  perfotis  who  pro- 
fefied  them.     The  whole  affair  was  of  that  colour  and  defcrip- 
tibn  which  proved  it  to  be  not  of  a  native  growth,  and  leftnb 
'hefitation  in  the   mind  of  any  thinking  man  to  determine 
whence  it  was  imported  ;  but  on  the  contrary,  it   was  fo 
uniform  and  particular  in  its  fpecies,  and  fo  like  every  fample 
of  what  they  had  witneffed  in  another  country,  that  there  was 
no  doubt  the  propagators  of  it  there  had  executed  a  previous 
determination  to  ttanfplant  it  into  every  foil  that  wouM  receive 
it.     Could  any  man  for  a  moment  doubt,  he  again  demanded^ 
that  the  fame  engines  had  not  been  at  work  in  this  country^ 
to  produce  diforder  and  rebellion  which  had  been  elfcwhere  fo 
fatally  effe£lual  ?  Could  any  man  doubt  it  with  the  krww- 
ledgc  of  the  fruftrated  endeavours  in  the  army,  and  the  fufpi- 
cion  of  the  fame  endeavours  in  the  navy  ?  That  ki^owledge 
and  that  fufpicion  was,  in  hi$  opinion,  all  the  proof  the  legif- 
lature  could  require.     But  if  that  were  deemed  fufficient  proof, 
and  upon  that  evidence  it  was  thought  not  only  prudent  but 
abfolutely  neceffary  to  confine  its  operations,  and,  if  poflible, 
Uifli£l  a  penalty  on  the  oflFenders  no  mail  could  doubt  but  its 

operations 
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operations  would  have  been  confined  within  foche  bounds  of 
i^flxidtion  Jong  ago,  if  the  penal  laws  were  competent  to  re« 
(^ognise  fuch  madiinations  and  puniAi  the  delinquents.  The 
boTdnefa,  the  malignancy,  the  frequency  of  the  oflcnces,  all 
tended  to  confute  that  propofition.  But  he  would  put  it  to 
the  decifion  of  every  man  who  lieard  him,  were  the  laws  novf 
in  being  fufficient  to  deter  men  from  the  profecution  of  their 
evil  purposes  ?  That  they  had  not  deterred  them  was  plain  from 
the  mutinous  proceedings  ftill  exifiing ;  and  as  they  did  not 
deter  them  from  pu(bing  thofe  proceedings  further,  it  was  a  rear 
fonable  ground  for  the  prefumption  that  the  laws  in  ibrce  were 
not  fufficient.  Look  at  the  ftatute  laws,  find  out  their  origin 
and  examine  their  extent.  Had  the  (latute  hvf  ever  en&a* 
vpured  to  fearch  out  every  poflible  ofience,  and  provide  for 
itspreventioaand  itspuni(hment?  Certainly  not !  The  (latute 
laws  of  this  country  were  not  the  refult  of  an  original  deliberaf* 
live  fyQematic  code^  but  the  natural  eSc&s  of  the  commiffioa 
of  crimes,  arifing  from  their  frequency  and  heinoufnefs,  and 
^0|K>rtioning  the  penalties  accordingly.  They  grew  up  from 
thp offences  which  they  afterwards  controuled,  and  their  cha^- 
rai^lc^r  and  complection  diftinguiflied  them  to  be  the  produce, 
of.  different  ,  .riods.  What  then  would  be  the  principle  of 
any  one's  argument  whq  ihould  contend,  that  becauCs  no  par*^ 
ticular  law  nor  any  particular  penalty  has  been  yet  provided 
by  the  legiflature,  none  fhould  be  provided  I  His  argument 
would  in  fuch  a^afe  apply  juft  as  much,  if  he  were  to  contend 
that  no  law  or  pipiAiiDent  (hould  be  in  force  againd  parricide, 
becaufe,  by  refS-ing  to  the  (latute  books,  he  might  find,  that 
there  was  a  tiofl  when  no  fuch  law  or  penalty  exifted.  He 
te&ed  the  introd]|£lion  of  this  bill,  therefore,  upon  the  general 
footing  of  common  law;  and  as  the  ofl^nce  exceeded  the  pro- 
vition  for  fubduing  the  ordinary  (pecies  of  treafon,  and  was  in 
in  its  nature  of  a  particular  and  extraordinary  deCcriptton,  he 
(hould  siSt  upon  a  principle  of  the  common  laWy  in  which 
a  proof  of  the  expediency  to  alter  or  extend  a  particular 
Jaw  was  given  by  this  circumftance.  Formerly,  to  entice 
any  of  his  Majefty's  forces  to  defcrt  from  his  fervice  was 
only  a  mifdemeanour,  but  foon  after  the  accefSon  of  the 
&mily  of  Hanover  to  the  throne  of  thefe  dominions,  that 
law  was  revifed  and  altered,  and  any  perfon  found  guilty 
of  that  offence,  incurred  an  additional  penalty.  Would  any 
man  pretend  to  fay  then,  that  a  perfon  found  guilty  of  enticing 
any  of  his  Majefty's  forces  to  deferr,  ihould  incur  a  heavy  pe- 
nalty, and  that  tl^y  who  enticed  his  forces  (not  to  defert)  but 
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to  employ  their  arms  in  breach  of  their  allegiance  (hould  go 
unpunifhed  ?  Indifpiitably  not !  And  for  that  reafon  he  had 
undertaken  to  provide  fuch  a  remedy  as  to  him  appeared  raoft 
likely  to  prevail.  He 'regretted  that  the  ofFences  were  fo  fe- 
cret  and  fo  complex  in  their  natui-e,  that  it  was  impoflible  at 
prefcnt  to  define  them,  and  under  thofc  ctrcumilances  he  wai 
forry  to  add,  lie  could  not  propofe  any  meafure  fo  definite  as  he 
wiihed  it.  In  point  of  moral  guilt,  the  perfons  who  had  been 
fo  artful  and  fo  adlive  in  their  operations  to  feduce  the  forces 
from  their  allegiance,  and  excite  them  to  rebellion  at  fo  dan- 
gerous a  crifis  of  the  public  fafety  as  the  prefent,  were  the  word 
traitors  to  fociety,  and  certainly  defervcd  the  hi^hrft  and  moft 
exemplary  puniihment;  but  on  the  other  hand,  as  the  precife 
nature  and  extent  could  not  be  determinctl,  he  thougiit  the  me- 
dium would  be  the  beft  and  moft  fcrviceahle  way  to  proceed 
againft  them.  Having  faid  thus  much,  both  by  wavof  proof  of 
the  neceffity  of  fome  reftriflion,  and  his  opinion  of  what  that  re- 
^f\riSt\or\  ougl  t  to  b«,  he  (hould  now  come  to  the  defcription  of  the 
remedy  he  intended  to  propofe.  What  he  had  to  propi^fe  then 
wa$,  to  treat  anv  traiterous  attempt  to  excite  fedition  and  mutinr 
in  hisMajffty's  fervice,  or  to  withdraw  anvpartofhisMajefty's 
forces  by  fea  or  land  from  their  duty  and  allegiance,  as  an  ag- 
gravated fpecies  of  mifdemeanour,  leaving  to  die  difcretion  of 
uie  court  the  power  of  inflifling  not  only  the  penalties  of  fine 
and  imprifonment,  as  in  other  cafes  of  miidemeanour,  but  a$ 
circumftances  might  require,  the  penalties  of  baniftiment  and 
tranfportation  alio.  This  was  a  (hort  ftatement  of  the  mea- 
furcs  he  meant  to  propofe,  and  wiihing  to  be  cautious  how  he 
contributed  to  extend  the  criminal  laws  of  this  country,  he  was 
willing  to  prefs  his  reftriSion  of  the  oflFcnccs  he  had  dcfcribcd 
in  this  fhape  in  preference  to  any  other.  The  penaltirs  for 
fuch  offences  could  not,  in  his  opinion,  prefs  too  much,  con- 
liftently  with  the  future  fecurity  and  happinofs,  and  in  the 
mode  he  had  fuggcfted  to  the  confidcration  of  tlie  Houfe,  he 
hoped  ^nd  trufted  they  would  not  be  found  to  prefs  too  little. 
He  therefore  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  the  bill. 

Mr.  Joiliffi  agreed  in  the  right  honourable  Gentleman'f 
opinion  of  the  atrocioufnefs  of  the  crime,  and  thought  if  the 
puniHiment  was  greater  than  in  ordinary  cafes  of  treafon,  it 
would  not  be  too  much  ;  but  he  obje£ted  to  the  exercife  of  an  j 
difcretionary  powar  in  courts. 

Mr.  Brandling  approved  the  meafure,  and  fuggefted  whether 
it  would  not  be  politic  to  provide  rewards  for  the  difcovery  of 
the  offenders. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Adair  faid,  he  never  rofe  with  more  anziety- 
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than  he  did  that  evenings  when  it  became  a  part  of  his  public 
duty  to  join  in  the  pnavifion  of  reftriflive  meafures  againft  the 
inoft  atrocious  afts  that, ever  were  committed,  and  that  at  a 
time  too,  when  the  country  was  in  a  moft  dangerous  crifis.' 
Still,  however,  he  felt  it  his  indifpenftble  duty  to  ftale  his  opi- 
nion of  thofe  meafures,  however  netcffary,  although  that  opi- 
nion (houid  happen  to  oppofe  them.     The  difgraceful  proceed  - 
JDgs  which  had  charai9:erifcd  the  two  lafl  weeks,  he  truAcd  had 
produced  but  one  feniiment  in  the  minds  of  every  well-affcd- 
cd  pcrfon  to  the  family  upon  the  throne,  and  to  the  Conftitu- 
tion,  both  within  and  without  thatHoufe.     Proceedings  which 
had  at  once  tamiftied  the  glory  and  weakened  the  fafeguard 
of  the  Britiih  Empire,  could  excite  but  one  motion,  and  but 
one  opinion.     Neither  he,  nor  any  man  he  foppofed,  could  for 
a  moment  doubt  that  fuch  novel  and  pernicious  proceedings 
had  been  produced  by  a  concerted  plan  of  perfons  inimical  to 
the  real  fefely  and  happinefs  of  the  country ;  nor  could  any  one 
doubt  that  fuch  proceedings  called  at  leaft  for  temporary  mea- 
fures of  exertion.     So  far  he  could  not  too  much  commend  the 
right  honourable  Gentleman  for  his  endeavours  to  deftroy  this 
dangerous  fedition  ;  but  when  he  came  to  confider  the  reme- 
dy propofed,  and  confidercd  alfo  that  penalties  were  to  be  in 
force  againft  offences  which  were  pronounced  to  be  indefinite, 
he  felt  himfelf  obliged  to  refufe  his  approbation.     This  he  did,* 
becaufe  the  penalties,  in  his  opinion,  appeared  to  he  in  a  great 
degree  inadequate  to  the  enormity  and  criminality  of  the  of- 
fence.    Feeling  the  neceffity  of  that  principle,  which  for  the 
benefit  and  prefervation  of  fociety  ordains  that  crimes  Should 
be  rcdrefied,  he  had  notwithdanding  felt  as  much  as  any  man* 
that  tliey  were  likely  to  be  redrefied  better  by  mild  than  fan- 
guinary  laws.;  but  neverthelefs  in  the  prefcnt  inftance,  he  felt 
it  his  duty  to  ftate  his  opinion  that  the  punifhment  and  defcrip- 
tionof  the  oiFence  were  fo  inadequate  that  he  could  not  give 
his  confent.     He  did  not  rife  however  to  oppofe  the  motion 
for  leave  to  be  given  to  bring  in- the  bill  becaufe  the  title  ex- 
tended fo  far  as  to  admit  any  future  alteratipn,  but  he  would 
Bot  give  his  vote  in  liicnce  ro  tlut  motion,  although  he  had  no 
obje£lion  to  it  after  the  right  honourable  mover  had  fo  diftindi- 
ly  explained  the  fubAance  of  the  bill,  left  his  filcnce  ihould 
hereafter  have  been  conftrued  into  an  affent  to  every  propofi- 
tion  which  the  bill  contained.     He  had  two  reafons  for  objec- 
tion: the  firft  was,  becaufe  he  thought  no  puniihment,  how- 
ever fevere,  coukl  be  adequate  to  the  offences  which  that  bill 
defcribed,  for  the  ofFtnce  was  equal  to  the  worft  defcripdon  oE 
treafooj  and  dciervcd  tlie  fevered  and  mod  exemplary  punKh- 
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ment)  indeed  of  which  a  penalty  was  propofed  to  bt  inffiAed, 
by  no  means  proportionate  to  the  enormity  of  the  offence.   Bu( 
as  the  oftcnce  was  involved  in  vanoos  circuinftances^  perhaps 
one  of  the  reafbns  which  deterred  the  right  honouraUe  fitDver 
^  from  fixing  the  penalty  at  a  higher  rate,  was  the  one  that  pre^ 
vented  him  from  giving  the  offence  a  definitive  defcripciofK 
The  (ccond  reafon  for  objtflion  was,  that  by  nomlndtiiKg  the 
crime  a  mifdemeanour  only,  they  were  likely  to  produce  a  Af^ 
Acuity  and  dflby:in  the  puniihment  of  the  delinquents  that 
would  he  very  imprudent  both  upon  the  fcore  of  policy  9m4  jof*- 
ticc,  and  inconljflenc  with  the  preffnre  of  iuch  daiigeiiws  pr^« 
ceedings,  foi:  it  is  in  the  power  of  any  offender  ifi  a  mi&leaaea- 
oour  tadebv  tnialr  ^nd  God  forbid,  if  the  convi<^pfi  of  dheciicne 
of  exciting  tbe  torces  of  this  country  toi'ebellLcHi ,  wi^nr  brougbt  f 
home  to  any  one,  that  he  ihould  have  it  in  hi&pow^r  to  delay  jus- 
tice.   In  regard  to  the  firil  obje^Uon^  he  fek  hifn^ljf  obliged 
toexprefs  his  opinion,  that  however  unwilling  he  oi^tibeto 
multiply  the  penalties  of  death,  and  he  beiievcxi>  according 
to  pur  prcifeot  criminal  code,  that  penalty  was  too,ol'fmi  m* 
Aided,  yeitiB  the  offences  now  defcribed>  toexche.  fodiittoo. 
ai^  n^utiny  in  his  Majeily's  forces,  and  turn  the  (trength  of 
the  country  intnats  own  vitals,  at  a  time  when  the^mtotsy 
was  convulfod  at  home,  involved  in  a  war  abroad^  laod  ex- 
haufted  in  its  refources  by  the  inevitable  exponceft  of  thai 
war,  not  only,  death  (hould  be  incurred,  but  death  iciiatof^ 
than  ufual  horror ;  for  fcarcely  any  puniihment  could  ibe  too 
fevere  for  Ciich  a  crioic.     In  regard  to  the  fecond  iohfodhoa^ 
that  the  trial  might  be  as  fpeedy  and  as  eafy  as  poffiUe^  he 
wiOied  to  make  the  offence  felony,  becaufe  he<  wffltcd>to 
make  it  as  definkivo  as  it  conveniently  con  Id  1  be.     Having, 
faid  thus'  much,  he  thought  it  his  duty  to  (late,  that  he  came 
down  as  much  a  ftranger  to  the  remedy  propofsd  as  anj 
other  member,  and  that  whatever  might  be  his  opjnion  of 
the  neceffity  of  a  fevere  puni(bment,.yet  he  wotild  have  that 
puniihment  adopted  only  for  its  temporary  ufe,  and  not  to  be 
of  long  duration*    How  long  a  law  of  that  nature  fhouldex^ 
ift  after  the  Houfe  had  been  ttKiitced  to  adopt  it,  b^  left  to 
their  decifion,  but  it  ought  by  no  means  to  be  permanent; 
He  hoped  the  zeal  which  might  induce  the  Houfe  to  concede 
to  every  meafure  for  fubduing  fuch  offences  at  this  jundtire, 
would  not  make  them  forger  their  duty  to  themfelves  and 
their  conilituents.     Men  were  apt  to  be  tranfported  by  their 
indignation,  arml  a  variety  of  other  paifions,  beyond  their 
ordinary  judgment ;  and  while  they  fought  to  avoid  op^  evil 
Vol.  III.  1797.  2  K  fall 
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fall  ifnto  the  Other  extreme.  He,  therefore,  cautioned  the 
Houfcrta  be  careful,  and  hoped  they  would  not  produce  any 
permanent  alterations  Sn  the  Con{litution«  At  prefent  they 
ttiig^t  not  have  fufficient  coolncfs  to  judge  what  time  would 
be'Completely  necefiary  for  the  duration  of  coercive  laws ; 
be,  therefore,  bagged  them  only  to  remember  to  provide 
foifte  limits,  the  extent  of  which  he  left  to  their  cool  de- 
liberation. 

•  The  Chakcelkr  of  the  Exchequer  thought,  that  if  they  were 
to  lofltA  fo  fercre  a  puni(hment,  It  otrght  to  be  temporary. 
Feelings '  however^  as  he  did,  the  enormity  of  tlic  danger,  he 
wa«  not  aware  ihat  they  were  ading  under  too  great  a  fenfa- 
tion  of  the  danger,  that  they  were  ading  under  cool  reflec- 
tion, and^d«itrtg  that  which  (hould  be  fit  and  proper  in  any 
time^  j-Hfl  doubted  whether  the  feverity  prrpofed  would  be 
«ttend«d  wiith  advantage  in  pra6lical  0^*661.  It  would  ter- 
rify in  name,  but  the  effeft  would  be  doubtful.  He  wiflred 
the  fobjeift  to  be  coolly  difcufled,  but  he  fliould  be  forry  if 
-tfee^Houfe  were  fo  cool  as  not  to  glow  with  indignation 
jaigaiDft  the  crime,  yet  forry  if  they  were  not  fiiffidenily  cool 
as  duly  to  examine  the  meafure.  They  ought  to  combine 
ccxAnefe  with  determinaticm,   to  employ  difpatch  without 

Erecipttation,  and  to  temper  zeal  with  refledion.  To  do 
:fs  than  propofed  would  be  idle,  to  do  nothing  would  be 
treachery  to  the  country.  The  propofal  of  the  learned  Ser- 
jeant might  be  difcuiTed  in  the  Committee,  and  any  inter- 
mediate (hades  between  his  opinion,- and  that  propofed,  fully 
conBdered.  It  was  his  intention,  if  there  was  noobjeflion  to 
the  principle  of  the  bill,  to  move  its  being  read  a  firft  and  fe- 
leocuL  time. that  nighty  and  committed  the  next  day. 

Mr.  Percivai  could  not  help  fuggefting  whether  there 
inight  noli  be  a  means  of  ptiniflitng  the  offence,  between  the 
fevere  penalties  of  the  Itarneti  Serjeant,  and  the  lenient  one 
of  the.  right  hon.  Mover,  and  to  that  end  propofed  to  have  the 
oiFence  denominated  felony  within  the  benefit  of  clergy  ;  by 
•which  means  a  difcretionary  power  would  be  left  to  the 
Court,  of  inflidinr;  fine  and  imprifonment,  banilhmcnt  or 
tranfportation,  or,  it  ncccirary,  death.  He  fuggefted  this 
mode  now,  becaufc  gentlemen  would  have  an  opportunity  of 
turning  it  over  in  their  miuds  before  they  came  to  the  Com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  Pitt  faid  a  few  words  in  explanation. 

Mr.  Dak^r  faid,  it  would  be  proper  toconifder  the  mode 
in  which  the  xitampts  aliuded  to  had  been  carried  on.    'It 

was 
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was  not  by  hand-bills  alone.     Some  ditcontenttd  perfoas  on 
board  the  fleet,  very  few  indeed,  for  he  beKeved  tWbodyof 
the  feamen  to  be  foundy  had  firit  admtniftered  Q9ib»  mi 
formed  commiitees  to  cftablifb  th<;ir  power*  after  whichflbey. 
began  to  fediic^  the  reft.     The  pcqpofsd  pten  (hould: embrace, 
thefe  and  various  other  modes.  .       .  •♦.  1 

;  The  Ma/if r  ^f  ik^  Rolls  reminded  the  Honfc,  (hftt  «l»ll 
events,  if  the  offence  was  made  a  mifdemcanor,  th<»tpeiiatey 
\you)d  not  be  lefs  than  tranfportation  ;  while»  the-  in&idion 
of  it  would  be  as  quick  in  its  progrcfs  a^  in  cafes  of  felonjr/ 
The  only,  dUferenoB  between  felony  witlK)ut,an4  /elooy.with' 
bene6t  of  dergy  was,.tliat  in  bnef:afethe  man  b9^;tbe:pnvi- 
^geof  Counfely  and  in  the  other  not.  .  j^i,  ,  j  : 

.  Leav^  was  then  given  to  bring  in  the  bill,  whil^h  wi^iead 
a  firft,  and  after  a  few  words  from  Mr.  y^/Aj^imoitforoe  ex^ 
pla  nation  from  the  Chanc^fhr  of  tin  ibW'#f/^/r,.a'j6x:Qftflj(kne> 
and  ordered  ip  be  committed  the  fjext  day*  n  r*  . 

-The  Chanulior  of  the  Exchequer  obferved,  that  fa^r^ivhe^coff- 
venicnce  of  gentlemen,  it  would  be  well  to  bav^tic  iiiidof- 
j[looc),  that  public  bufinefs  (hould  begin  precifQly  fit  .fqur 
qclock* 

.  The  additional  Stamp  Duty  Bill  was  put  off  liil  Wofb^f- 
cl:\y.  ^  !..::•      .-•  • 

•   Adjourned.  .::  .. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

SATURDAY,'*yw;/^  3.      ^ 
BERNARD,  ESCU  V-  QAKbiONS,  CLERfC. 

Their  LordOiips  heard  Counfcl  finally  in  thisappeal  from 
the  Court  of  Exchequer  ;  j^fter  which,.    .  .' 

Lord  Kiny^rij  ip  a  rpe<:!i:h  of  ftxne  1/sngth,;  took  a  view  of 
the  fubjeA  upon.lpgal  grounds,  and.rcrconunended  a  reference 
to  the  Court  of  Cb^pcery  ;  which  was  accordingly  oederedby 
their  Lordfhips. 

The  various  bills  upon  the  tabW  were  forwarded  in  theif 
refpedlive  ftages,  ^      1 

,    Adjourned  to  Tuefday. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
SaTiJRDAY,  June  3. 
Leave  was  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  continue  the  Alien 

aa. 

3  K  2  NAVAL 
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,:  Ni4VAL   AMD  MILITAItY   SBDtJCtlON  BILt. 

f  The  6rder  of  the  day  being  read  for  the  Houfe  to  refolvc 
iMf  mto  a  Cotninittee  of  the  whole  Houfe  upon  the  bill  for 
pOfflfliihg  and  preventing  the  fedudion  of  his  Majefty^s  fea 
and  Und  forces,  and  a  nt<]tion  being  made  for  the  Speaker  to 
leave  the  chair; 

'  Mr.  Hobhoufe  faid^  that  he  was  prepared  to  give  his  fup- 
port  to  fhc  bill  if  it  could  be  proved  that  the  nnminy  at  pre- 
fent  on  board  certain  fhips  was  owing  to  feduction  which 
had  been  practifed  upon  the  failors,  that  the  exifting  laws 
wcrer  notinfficient  to  prevent  the  fedtietion,  or  to  punifh  the 
feducers,  and  that  the  provifions  of  the  prefcnt  bill  were  Aif- 
iicient  for  either  or  both  of  thefe  purpofes.     As  to  the  firft 

fioim;he  had  no  doubt  that  the  mutiny  originated  in  certain 
urkfng  iticeridiiries  who  l^ad  feduced  the  feamen  from  their 
principles  and  duty  into  a  line  of  conduct  at  once  inconfiftent 
with  their  former  chafader  and  their  true  interefts. — Hand- 
bills of  the  moft  feditious  and  wicked  nature  were  in  circu- 
ktion,  which  being  induftrioudy  difperfcd  through  the  king- 
dom, proved  not  only  that,  there  were  perfenis  of  that  de- 
fcription,  but  that  there  was  a  band  of  them  co-operating  to 
give  cfFeft  to  their  evil  defigns.  And  if  at  the  very  time  that 
thefe  hand-bills  were  circulated  among  the  foldiers,  it  ap- 
peared that  the  difcontents  maniftfted  themfelves  on  board 
the  fleet,  this  coincidence  in  circiimilance  and  time  was  a 
ftrong  prefumption  that  the  attempt  which  was  happily  un- 
fuccefsful  in  one  cafe,  had  been  unhappily  fuccefstul  in 
.  another.  This  prefumption  was  confirmed  by  the  former 
ivell- known  chavaflcr  of  the  feamen,  uho  from  their  temper 
.  ttid  difpofitions  were  utterly  incapable  of  entertaining  any 
infidious  purpofe  or  deep  laid  defign.  The  papers  alfo  pur- 
porting to  be  drawn  lip  by  the  feamen  which  had  been  pub- 
liihed,  bore  internal  evidence  that  they  were  the  compofi- 
tions  of -almoft  any  pcrfon  rather  than  a  feaman.  But  while 
he  agreed  in  thefe  points  with  the  Chancellor  of  th>  Exche- 
quer, he  could  not  coincide  with  him  in  another,  nameiyy 
that  the  exifttng  laws  jvere  infufficient  for  the  punifliment  of 
the  authors  of  this  feduAion,  or.  that  the  prov  fions  of  the 
prefent  bill,  if  adopted,  would  be  a  preventive  of  the  mif- 
chief  in  future.  The  crime  by  the  exifting  laws  was  puniih- 
able  with  fix  years  imprifonment,  and  twice  (landing  in  the 
pillory  during  that  period,  and  if  this  Was  not  fufiicient  to 

deter 


deter  evil  .^ifpoTed  p^(i»iir  from.the  peipetrau«n*  of  th»" 
criine^  he  much  doiibte4  whether  any  penalty^,  hovrcmer 
fevere,  would  be  fufixcient  for  that  purpofe.  He  therefore^ 
advifed  the-Houfe  to  try  ttie  effcH  of  a  Ariik  execution  ofi 
4he  exifling  laws  b<?fore  thty  made  new  Qna&mems.  JL^P 
his  rigoreux  produirent  ks  crimeSy  was  a  maxinor  which  h« 
ftroDgjy  recommeodg^i.  to  their  attention^  At  prer9m'he 
oppoled  the  Speaker. s  leaving  the  chair- 
.  Mr.  tV.  Smith  faidj  that  he  had  paid  a  good  deal  of  atteOf' 
tion  to  the  fubje^  finjce  the  preceding  day»  but  that.from  all 
tb^t  he  had  beacdt^hfi  iCQuId  not  give  bis  fupport  to  the  bitf 
a^  it  at  preCent  flood.  Ji  it  coold  be  (bewn  *that  th&prQwi«J 
£ons  of  the  bill  wogld  tend  either  to  facUitat^.tfae^ifcoverf 
of  the  criu^ei  or  to  deter  froi^  ihe.perpetxationiofJty.it  ihou.l<l 
have  his  hearty  concurrence,  hut  it  did  not  pre;end;to  point 
out  any  new  mode  of  difcovcry,.  and  if  evil  minded  pt-jribnsi 
would  not  be  deterred  frqm  their  wicked  and  diaU)lical  praoi^ 
tices  by  fix  years  imprifenment,  he  did  not  think 'that- th«y 
would  be  dpterred  from  jhem  by  tho  dread. of  tranlport^iticm.' 
To  make  the  ci;ime  felony ,  ai)d  the  penalty  death,  us  had^ 
been  propofed  by  an  honotirable  and   learned  Gentleman' 

iMr.  Serjeant  Adair),,  would,  in.  his  opinion,  .in  the  prefeoff 
fate  of  the  country,  when  the  minds  of  men  wcj«e  in  a  fer-J 
meot  of  indignation^  be  attended  with  great  aiyl  terrible  ia«» 
Conveniences.  Bef^e  the  iioufe  therefore  pailed  a  bUi  of 
this  nature  he  wi(hed.(bi^m  to  attend  ferioufly  to  the  preamble 
of  the  aft  of  the  ifl:  ot  Q^jeen  Mary,  which  was.read<  by  thq 
clerk  ^x  the  table.  .       •  .  *  i 

Mr.  Janets  gave,  his  hearty  afTent  to  the  bill,  ^od Inlimatect 
bis  intention  to  have  moved  for  leave,  in  a  few.day^^  t^hav^ 
brought  in  one  to  tlie  fame  tf&£t.  Hq  thought  the  G<>avi<ry 
in  a  fituation  of  extreme  danger,  and  he  hoped  ihat.thV  exe^ 
cutlve  government,  after  it  was  armed  with  this  additional 
power,  would  ufe  jit  with  moderation,  but  wiih  rcfir>hmon 
and  Jirmnefs. — To  be  merciful  to  offenders  was  cruelty  to 
the  country.  .     ^  ,  . 

The  Speaker  haying  left  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Douglas  tak^n 
d)e  chair  in  the  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfc, 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  that  Zh\  fame, objec- 
tions had  been  made,  both  with  cefped  to  the  wan?  of  a  ckar 
definition  of  the  nature  of  the  crime  which  it  was  intended 
the  bill  fliould  provide  againd,  and  to  the  difcretionary 
power  of  iniliding  ^he  puniihrnent,  he  ihould  trouble  the 

Com- 
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Committee  with  a  few  words  on  both  fiibjeds.    It  had  been 
mged  by  hb  learned  Friend  near  him  (Mr.  Serjeaht  Adair) 
dmt  feme  more  fevere  penalty  fliould  be  provided  for  the 
Mtnre  and  malignity  of  the  oiFence,  than  that  propofed  to  be 
«Aa6ted  m  the  bill.     Yet,  however,  he  might  now  agree 
with  him  on  that  point,  it  was  his  decided  opinion,  that  the 
Htefe  (bould  not  proceed  to  make  fiich  a  penalty,  without 
eioft  carefully  drawing  a  nice  diflindion  with  regard  to  any 
inferior  cffi^nce.     From  every  reflexion  and  mature  con- 
fderation  which  the  (hortnefs  of  the  time  had  allowed  him 
Xf>  make,  he  was  convinced,  that  the  bed  and  moft  oonftitu- 
tiboal  way  of  proceeding  would  be  to  make  fuch  a  defcrip«- 
lion  of  the  offence  as  might  appear  moft  confiftent  with  die 
laws  on  the  Statute  book ;  and  where  the  malignity  went  to 
the  utmoft.eKtent^  to  affix  to  it  that  fevere  punilhment  pro* 
pofed  by  his  learned  Frieixl.     He  (hould  now  oierely  ftate 
what  ftruck  him  as  a  defcription  of  the  oiience,  and  whbff 
that  was  done,  fubmit  to  the  Committee  the  confideration  oJF 
the  penaltv.     An  ad  of  mutiny  in  his  Majefty's  land  forcejp 
^ras  puniined  with  death,  by  the  articles  of  war.     To  enw 
.  deavour  to  make  any  mutinous  aflembly  was  alfo  puoifred 
with  death.     Every  one  of  the fe  crimes,  if  committed  in 
the  Army  or  Navy,  were,  according  to  the  articles  of  war, 
already  punifbable  by  death.     Having  ftated  the  law  of  Mi^ 
tiny,  as  it  now  ftands,  it  could  not  certainly  be  thought  a 
meafure  too  fevere  to  make  an  inftigation  of  mutiny  not  leis 
pimiihable  in  thofe  perfons  who  were  guilty  of  fedu£lIoil, 
than  in  thofe  who,  jf>eing  the  unhappy  inftrumenc  of  their 
machinations,  committed  the  adl  of  mutiny  fubfequent  to 
the  fedudiqn.     Leaving  therefore  the  malignity  of  the  of- 
fence to  the  confideration  of  a  jury,  and  having  defcribed 
the  nature  of  it,  he  was  of  opinion,  that  the  Committee 
could  not  affix  to  the  crime  a  more  proper  penalty  than  that 
of  death.     He  thought  it  advifeabie,  that  in  carrying  on  the 
bill,  the  Legiflature  fliouid  (hew  that  caution  which  it  was 
unqueftioQably  bound  to  exercife  in  penal  proceedings.    On 
that  ground  ,he  (hou'd  propofe  a  limitation  to  the  operation 
of  the  bill,  but  he  begged  to  be  exprefsly  underftood,  that 
be  propofed  the  limitation  on  the  general  principle  of  cau- 
tion, not  on  account  of  any  doubt  which  he  entertained  with 
^efpc6l  to  the  propriety  of  the  meafure  itfelf. 

The  different  claules  in  the  Bill  were  agreed  to  by  the 
Committee,  and  a  claufe  was  brought  ug,  limitting  the  opera>» 
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tionof  theBill  to  the  expiration  of  one  month  after  theaiOding 
of  next  feffion  of  Parliament,  which  .alfo  was  agreed  Ux  •  .  f 
,Mr.  Carew  wiftjcd  to  know  whether  it  was  mesmt-  to  lakil 
any  meafure  to  cut  off  all  comrounigation  with  ibe  xlifaSbSc^ 
and  the  people  on  {hore  ? 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  replied,  that  the  hof)OOraU« 
Gentleman  mud  iee  that  fuch  a  claufe  could  not  be  introduGe4 
into  the  prefent  Bill ;  but,  after  it  was  difpofed  of,  he  exprefie4 
his  intention  of  moving  ibr  leave  to  bring  in  another  BUI  for 
that  purpofe. 

The  Houfe  being  refumcd,  the  Report  wa?  receive^ ;  andj 
on  the  tiK>tion  that  the  amendments  introduced  in  the  Com- 
mittee be  agreed  to, 

WLv.Tjerney  faid,  that  he  had  the  preceding  dav  ihawHt  it 
his  duty  to  oppofe  the  leave  for  bringing  in  the  Bifli  anabav^ 
ing  in  that  oppiofition  ftood  alone,  he  felt  himfelf  called  upon  to 
fey  a  few  words.     The  cordial  fupport  he  had  given  to  the 
y^ddnefs'to  hisMajefty  would  prevent  the  pofllbility  of  any  im- 
]m)fer  conftroiftion  being  put  upon  his  motives  for  what  he 
bad  done,  bat  having  chearfully  joined  in  an  abhorrence  of  aU 
▼jofcnce  and  diforderly  condud  which  might  endanger  thp 
peace  and  happincis  of  the  kingdom,  he  could  not  at  the  fame 
time  but  reoolle£t  that  as  a  Member  of  Parliament  he  was 
hound  to  fe J,  that  under  pretence  of  reprefitng  violent  meafures 
no  unjoftifiabfe  means  were  adopted.     When  Mr.  Pitt  opened 
Ins  Bill,  he  propofed  to  puniih  criminally  any  perfon  commit- 
ting any  a6^  tmd'ng  to  excite  mutiny,  and  thts  bill  he  did  not 
ftate  to  be  fer  any  Timitted  time.     A  bill  of  fuch  a  nature  Mr. 
Ticniey  thooght  it  his  duty  to  oppofe.     If  it  was  meant  only 
to  puniih  perlons  convi£ted  of  confpiring  to  ftir  txp  the  army 
againd  their  Commanders,  the  head  of  thofc  Commanders  be- 
ing the  King,  he* thought  the  laws  of  High  Treafon  at  prefent 
cxifting,  rendered  the  Bill  unneceffary.     If  it  was  me^nt  t6 
puuiCh  capitally  men  who,  in  the  opinion  of  a  Jdry,  had  faid 
or  done  fomethiog  tending  to  excite  niutiny,  he  thought  the 
Bill  ought  to  be  oppofed.  Under  fuch  a  provifion  a  man  might 
incur  the  fevered  penalty  for  a  fpecuIative,.or  a  loofe  converfa^ 
.tion.     By  the  amendments  now  made,  the  crime  was  clearly 
defined,  fo  much  fo,  that  no  man  could  be  conyided  unlefs  he 
iras  proved  to  have  malicioufly  and  advifedly  confpired  to  e)t* 
cite  mutmy.     He  lUll  thought  the  prefent  laws  reached  that 
offence,  *hut  as  the  uncertainty  of  die  crime  was  removed,  and 
the  Bill  was  only  tojpontinue  for  a  very  few  months,  however 
unneceflary  he  might  look  upon  the  Bill  to  be,  he  would  give 
it  no  further  oppolition  .    To  this  he  was  particularly  led  by 

many 
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many  geademen^  who,  he  believed,  to  zA  from  no  party  mo- 
tives, appearing  to  attach  fo  much' importance  to  the  idea  of  a» 
unanimous  vote  on  the  occafion.  He  (hould,  therefore,  hav- 
amg  had  his  chief  difficulties  removed,  wave  any  rennakiing  ob- 
jeaions. 

•  Tb»  Cbanccliw  ofthi  Exchtquer  finding  the  Hoafe  onanim- 
4»s  in  their  fupport  of  the  BiU,  hoped  there  would  be  no  objec- 
llion  to  its  paffing  that  night. 

The  fiiit,  after  its  being  iogrofied,  was  read  a  third  time  an& 
pafled  nemim  cMtradiante. 

Sill  to  .?revent   communication  with  the  fi,iff 

TINOUS    SHIPS, 

The  Chametlhr  <iftht  Kxcbtqun  then  faid,  that  a^a  moment 
when  a  mnniber  of  .fliips  were  in  a  flate  of  mutiny,  unpiovokh 
nd  by  any  cau&y  and  perfified  in  without  the  colour  of  reafon:; 
when  the  cr^ws  of  thefe  {hips  vrere  prefumptuoufiy  herraifiog 
the  peaceable  commerce  of  die  Country,  axid  intercqyttng  the 
tzade  of  the  port  of  London ;  when  they  had  even  pracee^  to 
a^  of  open  rebellion,  he  thought  it  wife  in  the  LegiAatoife  to 
empower  ;he  Executive  Government  to  preclude  th^  from* 
holding  any  incercourfe  with  thofe  (bores  whidi  they  bad>^ 
grofsly  infuhed,  and  whofe  fafety  they  were  fo  imminontlymi- 
4angering«  It  was  the  duty.of  the  Legiflature,  however,  while, 
they  adopted  every  m^afure  to  facilitate  the  difcovery,  to  ex^ 
pedite  the  trial>  and  to  fecure  the  punifliment  of  the  inftigattin 
of  the  mutiny,  and  repreffiag  the  mutiny  to  leave  a  ^<oox  dlxtr 
conciliation  .open. to  thofe  who  were  the  obje&  of  fedu^ion, 
and  who,  by  reHirning  to  their  duty  in  time,  might  be  reAored 
to  the  favour  of  their  juflly  offended  Country,     He  ihould 
propofe,  therefore,  that  a  bill  flbould  be  paified,  makiog  a^y 
peribo  or  perfons,  after  a  certain  Proclamation  being  ifioed  and 
read  in  the  Dack*yard$,  guilty  of  £elony  who  fliall  bold  an^ 
intercourie  with  the  (hips  thea  ia  a  ftate  of  mutiny,  and  to  de- 
prive thoiip  failors,  who,  after  the  date  of  that  Pnxrlamatioo^ 
iball  not  return  to  tlie  difchargp  of  their  duty,  of  all  arrears  of 
pay  and  allowances,  and  of  alt  benefit  ffom  Greenwich  Hofpital, 
and  the  Cbeil  of  Chatham.     He  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in. a 
Bill  more  effedu«dly  to  refirain  the  intercourfe  between  the 
diicontenced;  crews  oi  ithe  fhips  at  the  Noce,  and  the  people  on 
ihore,  and  for  the  fuppiefiion  of  mutiny  and  rebelhon  on  board 
tbofe  (hips. 

Leave  was  given.    The  Bill  was  brought  in,  read  a  fitft  and 
(econd  time,  namnt  e9ntradkettu% .  and  committed  for  Moinby  / 

at,  eleven  Q'dock  in  the  forenoon..   Adjourned ^ 

HOUSE 
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HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Monday,  ^unc  5. 

BILL  TO   PREVENT  INT£I^COUR8£  WITH  THE  MUTINOUS 
SAILORS. 

The  Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Houfe  to  go  into  a  Commit** 
tee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  on  the  Bill  for  preventing  and  paniib*' 
ing  any  intercourfe  with  the  Mutinous  Seamen  being  r«u],  and 
the  auction  tor  the  Speaker  leaving  the  Chair  being  put^ 

Mr.  J'ff^^ys  &id»  he  did  not  rife  to  oppofe  the  Shaker  leav- 
ing the  Chair,  he  only  availed  himfelf  of  this  opportunity  of 
dating  10  the  Houfe  a  fadl  which  thought  it  important  for  them 
to  know.  A  pcrfon  had  been  taken  up  and  detained  in  cuftody 
at  Sheeruefs,  upon  a  charge  of  having  been  a  feamaa  on  board 
the  Sandwich  and  aAed  as  Delegate  on  board  that  ihip .  It 
was  a  fa£t,  however,  within  his  knowledge,  that  the  perfon  he 
alluded  to  was  an  induftrious  manQfadurer»  and  had  not  been 
out  of  London  for  any  length  of  time  for  thefe  nine  months. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  that  If  he  rightly  under* 
flood  who  was  the  pcrfon  alluded  to,  he  could  aiTure  the  Houfe 
that  he  had  been  apprehended  in  circumftances  which  would 
have  rendered  it  highly  criminal  in  any  part  of  the  Executive 
Govenimen.t  not  to  have  detained  him.  If  that  perfon  was  in 
any  refpeft  aggrievedi  an  appeal  to  the  laws  in  a  regular  way 
was  open  to  him.  At  pfefent  it  was  not  a  matter  with  which 
it  would  be  proper  for  the  Houfe  in  any  (hape  to  irlterfere. 

Mr.  Jefferys  faid,  he  did  not  mean  to  defend  any  man  who 
could  have  a^ed  in  the  fituation  imputed  to  this  man  ;  he  only 
Anted  a  faA,  which  he  had  from  gtxxl  authority,  that  the  per- 
fen  alluded  to  had  not  a£ted  in  the  fituation  which  would  have 
been  judly  imputable  to  him  as  a  very  great  crime. 

Sir  John  Sinclair  faid,  he  had  given  way  to  the  ftatemenl 
of  the  honourable  Gentlemen,  (Mr.  Jeffreys)  becaufe  it  wat 
the  fiatement  of  a  fad,  which  in  his  opinion  required  fome 
inveftlgation,  or  he  (hould  have  immediately  rifen  on  th9 
order  of  the  day>  to  have  communicated  fome  ideas  which 
had  occurred  to  him  upon  the  nature,  principles,  and  ten- 
dency of  the  bill  before  them.  He  was  obliged  to  regret 
Ifie  difunion  of  (tntiments,  which  had  deprived  the  Houfe  of 
the  aflidance  of  fome  Gentlemen,  better  qualified  than  him- 
felf to  examine  the  merits  of  this  bill;  and  being  doubtful 
whether  they  could  abandon  their  places  upon  the  reafons 
they  had  given,  in  times  of  fuch  public  exigency  and  diftrefs^ 
he  had  been  induced  tofearch  for  fome  precedent  in  the  Par- 
liamentary Annals  of  this  Kingdom  ^  and  he  founds  that  in 
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the  reign  of  King  William  aiyi  Queen  Marj>  a  feceflion  of 
certain  reprefentailves  had  taken  place  upon  the  ground  of 

(Here  there  was  a  univerfal  cry  ot  rAtfir/  chair!  and 

:he  Speaker  intimated  that  this  fort  of  digreflion  was  irregu-- 
lar.)  The  honourable  Baronet  proceeded,  obferving,  that  if 
he  h^d  been  permitted  to  continue,  he  had  no  doubt  but  he 
fhould  have  (hewn  the  Houfe,  that  the  fubje£l  matter  which 
he  introduced  was  explanatory  of,  and  conneded  with  tic 
queflion.  Waving  that  point,  however,  and  reverting  to  the 
bill,  he  thought  the  coercive  meafures  propofed  to  be  adopt-, 
ed,  paflcd  the  Rubicon,  and  were  of  the  moft  dangerous  na- 
ture in  their  conrequences.  The  right  honourable  Gentfe- 
man  oppofite,  (Mr.  Pitt)  by  recommending  fuch  rigorous 
proceedings,  had  not  only  drawn  the  fword  and  thrown  away 
the  fcabbatit,  but  he  had  alfo  pufhed  his  puniflimcnis  fo  far, 
that  it  nppearcd  doubtful  whether  he  would  not  expatriate  the 
Britifb  navy.'  It  was  his  wifh  to  unite  terror  and  concilia- 
tion, and  for  that  purpofe,  he  conceived  it  would  be  right  to 
have  ^certain  number  of  his  Majefty's  CommifTioners  ap- 
pointed for  the  execution  of  the  office  of  Lord  High  Admi- 
ral, inverted  with  a  certain  power  to  fufpend  thefc  a5s, 
whenever  the  crews,  or  any  part  of  them  now  in  a  ftatc  of 
mutiny,  fhould  return  to  their  duty.  He  believed  that  a 
fimilar  authority  had  been  inverted  in  certain  perfbns  by  the 
Parliament,  upon  former  cafes  of  public  diftrefs  and  diffi- 
culty, and  unlefs  the  Commiffioners,  or  fome  other  perfons 
^ere  provided  with  fuch  an  authority,  he  for  one,  fhould  not 
give  his  fupport  tp  the  bill.  If  the  bill  were  committed  that 
day,  therefore,  and  not  reported  till  next  day,  he  would  fpare 
no  time  in  looking  for  fome  precedent  to  juftify  fiich  a  pro- 
pofition  on  the  brincirtg  up  of  the  repon. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Excheqiur  flattered  himfelf,  that  the 
Houfe  would  not  think  it  neccrtary  to  delay  bringing  up  the 
report  of  the  bill  at  a  time  when  the  peculiar  (ituatton  of  zU 
fairs  required  its  earliert  execution,  for  fuch  reafons  as  the 
honourable  Baronet  had  given.  At  the  opening  of  the  bill^ 
he  originally  rtated  the  urgent  neceflity  of  carrying  it  into 
cfFedi  with  the  utmoft  difpatch  ;  and  fuch  notice  was  given 
purpofely  to  direft  every  Member  to  come  with  fuch  provi- 
fions  to  the  Committee,  as  rnigl^t  remedy  any  of  its  dcfeds. 
and  give  it  a  more  folid  and  efficient  execution.  Was  this  a 
time,  then,  to  portpone  any  ftage  of  its  proceedings,  upon 
flight  ami  frivolous  objeftions,  when  the  crews  of  fo  many  of 
his  Majerty's  rtiips  were  in  open  hoftitity  and  rebellion  againrt 

other 
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Other  parts  of  his  Majefty's  navy — when  they  had  already 
intercepted  and  committed  a£ts  of  piracy  upon  the  ^om-. 
inerce  of  the  country ;  and  when  it  became  a  principle,  ot 
fafety,  of  policy,  and  duty,  to  deprive  them  of  the  comforts 
enjoyed  by  the  reft  of  the  community,  whofe  rights  ihey  were 
invading,  and  by  that  means  bring  them  back  to  a  fenfe  of 
their  mifcondu^,  and  an  obedience  to  the  Jaws ;  or,  in  cafe 
of  obilinacy  and  rebellion,  to  condign  piuarKhment.     if  the 
expreflion  of  pafling  the  Rubicon  applied  to  any  thing,  it  ap- 
plied to  fuch  a£ts  as  the  Teamen  had  committed.     But  what- 
ever might  be  the  honourable  Baronet's  opinion  of  the  omif- 
fion  of  Miniftcrs,  or  the  want  of  fuflacient  provifions.  in  the 
bill  for  every  wife  and  ufeful  purpofe^  it  fo  happened,  that 
the  a£l  did  already  contain  an  exception  to  his  argumentSj 
which  exception,  if  he  had  been  patient  enough  to  wait,  he 
would  have  found'  hereafter  extended  by  a  claufe,  prepared 
for  that  purpofe  by  the  lawyers  of  the  Crown.     No  man, 
however*  he  truftcd,  could  with  any  confideration,  doubt  of 
the  general  power  of  the  Crown,  to  pardon  the  crews  when- 
ever tbey  (hould  return,  or  manifeft  an  inclination  to  return, 
uy  their  duty ;  jind  flill  more,  he  trufied,  no  man  could  doubt 
the  general  lenity  of  the  Crown  to  do  fo,  whenever  it  (haU 
be  enabled  to  exercife  that  mercy  with  fafety.     So  much  he 
defircd  to  (late  upon  the  proviOons  of  the  bill ;  but  as  to  the 
general  policy  of  it,  if  the  honourable  Baronet  was  refolved   . 
to  difpute  about  it,  he  knew  not  how  he  fliould  be  able  to 
give  him  any  fatisfadion. 

.    Mr.  JoUiffe  was  furprifed,  that  his  honourable   Friend 
could  think  of  treating  in  any  manner  with  men  who  were 
in  open  rebellion  againft  t*heir  country,  and  upon  reflexion, 
he  was  fure  he  would  be  aware  of  the  impropriety  of  any 
fuch  proceeding.     On  an  occafion  fo  critical  as  the  pfcfent, 
it  was  tlie  duty  of  the  Houfe  to.aflift  the  Executive  Govern- 
ment, to  reprefs  and  reilrain  the  mutinous  and  rebellious 
condu£l  of  the  feamen.     At  the    fame  time,  it  was  the 
duty  of  the  Executive  Government  to  ufe,  with  modera- 
lipn^  the  great  powers  with  which  it  was  entruftcd.     By 
agreeing  to  the  prefent  meafure,  they  were  not,  however, 
to  be  tied  dowji  from  enquiry  into  its  necellity,  and  thecaufes 
by  which  it  was  produced.     He  thought  if  there  was  dif- 
patch  required  for  the  bill  paflcd  on   Saturday,  there  was 
•imuch  greater difpatch  requifite  for  the  prefent,  and  therefore 
if  no  other  perfon  did,  he  fliould  afterwards  move  for  its  be^ 
ang  re^d  a  third  time  that  day. 

3L2  The 
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The  Ohanctlhr  tfthi  ExcbtquerhiA^  that  fuch  was  his  in- 
tention'. • 

Mt.  M.  if.  Tayhr  faid,  that  he  had  fome^  doubt  tirhether 
the  pfcfent  bH!  wouid  anfwcr  the  purpofcs  intended;  but 
tteit  he  ihoutd  leave  to  the  Executive  Government.  As  far 
as  his  vote  went,  he  fliould  fiipport  the  Executive  Govern- 
inentm  any  itieafure  that  was  to  bring  to  a  feufe  of  their 
duty,  thoTe  wicked  and  rebellious  feamen  who  had  con- 
dudied  themfelves  in  fo  daring  a  manner.  This  vote,  how- 
ever, was  not  to  preclude  any  inveftigation  of  the  circum- 
ftance  by  which  this  unfortunate  ftate  of  thj/igs  had  been 
produced.  With  regard  .to  the  condua  of  certain  honour- 
«Wc  Frieiicfe'of  hts,  he  ihould  fay  nothing,  as  it  was  foreign 
to  the  ptefenft  fubjeft.  He  was  convinced,  however,  that 
the  publfc' would  judge  of  tlicir  conduiSt  and  their  nciotives  as 
Redid.  ' 

•  The  'Houfe  then  refolved  itfclf  into  a  Con^mlttee,  Mr. 
Douglas  in  the  chair. 

The  bill  was  read  over,  claufe  by  claufe.  Upon  the 
claufe  that  enads  that  the  declaration  of  the  Lords  of  the 
Admiralty  (being  fo  empowered  by  the  afl),  that  any  fhips" 
^rews,  &c.  are  in  a  ftate  of  mutiny  and  rebellion,  and  prohi- 
biting all  Intercourfe  with  the  fame  under  certain  penalties, 
fliould  be  publilhed  in  the  Gazette  and  Dock-yards, 

Mr.  Baier  thought,  that  the  declaration  fliould,  to  give  it 
greater  publicity,  be  publiflied  at  the  Royal  Exchange,  at 
which,  from  the  aflfemblage  of  people,  and  the  conneftion 
they  hAd  with  the  fea-ports,  the  dechration  might  be  more 
gencrftlly  ktiown. 

The  Chaficelhr  of  the  Exchequer  fa  id,  he  conceived  h  tmne* 
Ceflary  to  enad  more  than  the  Bill  contained  on  this  point. 
Doiibrtlefs  the  Executive  Government  would  have  every  mo* 
tive  to  give  the  matter  the  utmoft  publicity. 

It  being  propofed  to  fill  up  the  penal  claufe,  and  to  ena6fc 
that  the  puniihment  for  wilful  and  advifed  communication 
with  the  (hips'  ciews,  declared  to  be  in  a  ftate  of  mutiny, 
fhould  be  death,  as  in  cafes  of  felony,  without  benefit  of  ' 
clergy, 

Mr.  tiictM  faid,  he  had  no  means  of  judging  of  the  ab(o* 
lute  neccflity  of  this  reftri'^lion,  but  it  was  certain,  when  the 
danger  was  extreme,  the  remedies  ftiould  be  fevere.  He  was 
ftaggered,  however,  by  Ihe  claufe  which  blended  the  afts  of 
communicationartd'  imercouile,  with  the  adls  of  aiding  and 
abetting  treafon  \  becaufe,  as  he  undcrllood  the  lav^  at*  pre- 

fcnt. 
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fent,  he  did  not  think  intercourfe  with  a  perfim  guilty  dS  h^ 
trcafoni  was  even  a  nnirdemeanoi,  provided  i^  wafi^mt  ac-f 
cocDpanied  by  overt  ads  of  aiding  and  abettt[>g.  He.^hoqght 
It  poilible,  that  a  commuukation  might  take  place  from 
fliore,  without  any  motive  of  fedition«  He  thought,  tbeUfi* 
fore,  that  to  make  communication  a  msfdofiieaAour,  Mrould 
be  fufficient,  and  that  the  heavieft  impositions  the  pactiet 
ihould  fuffcr  in  fuch  cafeii,  (hould  be  the  ufual  peoalticafi  of 
niifdemeanbur,  being  forther  iiabie,  if  the  Court  mould  think 
it  proper,  to  tranfportation. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Adiir  faid*  that  the  penalty  was  only  to  at- 
tach to  thofe  who  fhould  bold  intercourfe  aitd  communica-i 
tion,  after  the  publication  df  the  xieclar2ltj0n«  that  the  men 
were  in  a  (lite  of  mutiny,  and  the  prohibitiofi-  to  hold  ifRer*> 
coiirfe  with  tbem.  Moft  6i  the  ads  fpedifte4  in  the  ciaufet 
and  there  prohibited,  were  already  high  treafoD>  and  any 
communication  carried  on  without  leave,  could  not  be  ian6-< 
cent.  When  the  (hips'  crews,  &c.  ceafed  to  bfc  in  a  ftate  of 
rebellion,  then  the  penalty  for  holding  communication  with: 
them  likewife  ceafed.  The  provifions  were  in  their  very 
nature  temporary,  and  ceafed  with  the  caufes  by  which  they 
were  produced. 

The  Attorney  General  (iid,  that  the  bill  was  ncceflarjr  for 
the  falvation  of  the  country,  and  when  properly  underdood, 
was  a  meafure  of  the  mo(l  found  and  real  lenity,  and  huma- 
nity. Tlie  crimes  fpecified,  and  to  which  it  was  to  attach, 
conflituted  the  moft  aggravated  r^ebellion,  felony  and  piracy, 
and  by  theexifting  laws  of  the  country,  were  liable  to  bepu- 
ni(hed  as  fuch.  Gentlemen  ought  not  to  venture  to  give  a 
charadcr  to  this  bill,  till  they  have  fairly  compared  it  with 
the  law  as  it  uow  (lands.  It  was  a  humane  ami  feafonable 
notification  that  the  chardfter  of  our  prefent  laws  were.fuch  as 
he  had  defcribcd  ;  itwa$  refcumg  the  deluded  feamen  from  the 
deception  of  their  own  mirufs ;  it  was  withdrawing  them  frdlk 
the  influence  of  the  gang  of  confpirators  by  whom  they  had 
been  fcduccd;  it  was  informinjr  thore  who',  fcom  falie.  huma- 
nity might  be  difpofed  to  put  the  deluded  men  in  poflfeflion  of 
the  means  of  continuing  in  praiSiccs  which  muft  involve  them 
in  inevitable  ruin,  and  expofe  themfelves  to  the  fcvereft  penaU 
ties  of  the  exifting  laws  of  their  country.  The  prohibition  bid 
upon  every  fpecies  of  communication  might  perhaps  be  felt  by 
ihc  innocent ;  ^ut  the  meafure  was  not  the  lefs  neceCTary  oa 
that  account.  To  fufpend  the  Habeas  Corpus  aft  might  lay 
the  Innocent  under  hardihips;  bat|  was  tlia(  to  be  compared 

with 
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with  the  falvation  of  the  (late?  The  qaeftion  was-  here,  whe* 
ther,  if  (ashe  in  his  confcience  believed)  the  feamcn  had  been 
goaded  into  their  prefent  condu6l  by  the  iitfamoos  arts  of  fout. 
confpirators,  they  were  to  interrupt  that  communication  by 
which  their  mutiny  and  rebellion  might  be  cherifbcd?  There 
was  no  rcafon  to  apprehend  that  the  Executive  Government 
would  carry  the  application  of  the  iaw  beyond  juflioe  and 
ncceffity. 

Mr  NichoUs  thought  that  the  communications  liable  to  the 
penalty  (hould  be  made  more  explicit. 

The  Chancellor  «/*  the  Exchcqtur  faid,  that  communi(;atk>ns 
bylettersi  or  othcrwife,  which  might  have  been  ppcvioufly 
innocent,  might  vet  come  under  the  application  of  tlje  penalty 
after  due  notificatioo  had  been  given.  Much  evil  might  ariCe 
from  permitting  communication  to  take  place,  oor  did  he  fee 
tb^t  any  good  obald  b^  done  by  fuch  as  was  carried  on  with* 
out  permiflion.  But  there  were  other  rcafons  for  whiah  he 
thought  that  all  intercourfe  and  communication  Ibould  be  cut 
off.  He  VTas  anxious  that  it  (hould  be  prevented  in  every 
ihape.  The  men  who  had  been  guilty  of  afls  of  fuch  aggrar 
vated  rebellion  and  treafon  ought  to  be  complete] y  (cparatcd 
from  that  country  whofe  caufe  they  had  abandoned.  If  tliey 
valued  the  communication  of  the  intercourfe  of  a  father »  a 
brother,  or  a  wife,  before  they  can  enjoy  the  fweets  of  thefe  eiv- 
dcarinjr  relations,  they  muft  reconcile  tbemfelves  to  their  of- 
f^^nded  country.  If  we  could  obtain  new  avenues  to  their 
hearts ;  if  we  could  employ  additional  motives  to  roufc  the  gene- 
rous feelings  of  thofc  brave,  deluded  men  ;  if,  by  awakeniiig 
the  tender  affeSions  of  the  human  heart,  we  can  recal  them 
to  a  fenfe  of  the  duty  they  owe  to  that  country  by  which 
tlie  various  ties  of  nature  are  cherifhed  and  prote<^ed,  we  gain 
a  great  deal  for  that  oHjcft  which  we  are  fo  delirous  to  attain^ 
and  as  far  as  the  meafure  was  calculated  to  produce  that  ^StO.^ 
it  promifed  more  fairly  for  ultimate  fuccefs. 

Mr.  Jefferys  faid,  that  ftrong  meafures  were  ncceffary.  He 
did  not  know  if  this  meafure  would  accompJifli  the  defired  ob* 
jeft.  He  (hould  not  oppofe  it,  however.  He  was  no  advo- 
cate for  thofe  who  had  adted  in  a  manner  fo  unworthy  of  Brl- 
Ci(h  (eamen. 

The  blank  was  filled  up  as  originally  propofed. 

The  Solicitor  General  propofed  that  thofe  who  voluntarily 
continued  in  a  (late  of  mutiny  and  rebellion  after  the  above 
publication,  (hould  forfeit  all  the  wages  due  to  them,  and  all 
the  advantages  to  which  they  would  otherwife  liavc  been  en- 
titled^ 
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titled;  and  that  pcrfons  voluntarily  remaining  on  board  after 
their  knowledge  of  foch  declaration,  (hould  be  liable  to  the 
penalties  of  piracy  and  felony  ena£led  in  the  ftatute,  and 
the  I  ith  of  King  William,  which  was  agreed  to. 

A  claufe  was  brought  up  in  the  room  of  the  former  one,  and 
the  Lord  high  Admiral  or  Lords  conimiffioners  of  the  Ad^ 
xniralty,  or  any  three  of  them,  are  thereby  entitled  to  accept 
the  fubmiffions  of  thofe  who  return  to  their  duty^  to  declare 
the  fliips*  crews,  &c.  no  longer  in  a  (late  of  mutiny,  and  to 
exempt  fuch  as  fo  returned  Kom  the  penalties  of  this  a&. 

It  was  propofed  that  in  order  to  bring  back  a&  many  as  poflible 
to  their  duty  in   the  prefent  critical  (late  of  the  country,  i%  . 
ihould  be  declared  that  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  would  con* 
fidcr  of  the  grievances  of  fuch  as  fo  returned. 

Mr.  Baker  reprobated  this  propofai  as  highly  improper  iq 
every  view.  He  faid  that  illegal  oaths  had  been  admii>ifiered 
to  the  failors,  and  many  were  witfiheld  from  returning  to  their 
duty  by  this  tie.  It  (hould  be  held  out  to  them  tb^^  fuch  a 
proceeding  was  in  itfelf  illegal,  and  ought  not  to  be  the  ground 
of  father  violence.  From  many  appearances  he  was  convinqed 
that  a  great  fnany  repented  of  the  lengths  they  had  gone.  In 
fome  indances  the  delegates  had  been  obliged  to  put  in  execu- 
tion their  own  violent  refolutions,  as  the  crews  would,  not 
obey  them. 

The  claufe  was  agreed  to  as  originally  propofed* 

A  claufe  viras  brought  up  enading,  that  thofe  who  were 
tried  under  this  bill  and  acquitted,  (hould  not  be  tried  for  higU 
treafon,  but  that  thofe  who  were  liable  to  be  tried  under  this 
bill  might  be  tried  for  high  treafon,  any  thing  in  this  bill  not- 
withftanding.     The  claufe  was  agreed  to. 

The  duration  of  the  bill  was  fixed  to  be  for  one  month  aifter 
the  commencement  of  next  fe(!ion  of  Parliament. 

Power  was  referved  to  alter  or  to  repeal  this  biU  even  during^ 
the  prefent  feflion. 

Mr.  Brandling  was  in  fome  apprehenfion  left,  by  the  mif* 
condu6k  of  this  part  of  the  fleet,  the  coaft  (hould  be  left  unpro- 
teifted.  He  wilhcd  to  know  how  far  it  was  lawful  for  fubjedls 
to  arm  themlelves  to  aflift  the  Executive  power  on  the  prefeat 
emergency  ?  This  dedid  not  alkfrom  any  doubt  of  the  byalty 
^f  the  army  or  militia,  but  merely  to  know  how  far  fuch  a 
incafure  was  lawful,  as  he  thought  it  highly  proper. 

}i/Lc,  Secretary  Dundas  faid  that,  not  withstanding  the  mifcondu^ 
ofpartof  the  fleet,  it  would  be  found  that  there  was  no  reafon  tOt 
be  apprebenfive  for  the  defence  of  the  country,  and  that  every 

provilion 
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provilkm  hsid  beon  nadd  for  this  object.  The  queflion  po-'* 
pofed  by  tfae^  honourable  •Gemleman  would  be  anfwercclb]r 
lii»Majefty's  mefiage;  for  the  very  mode  which  he  had  fog-^ 
eefied  was  there  pointed  out*  This  was  a  period  at  whicN 
Cftfrynuui  ihooM  etideavoor,  by  every  exertion  in  his  powcr^ 
toliidthe  poUicfervice;  andy if occafion^ required,  the  preroga- 
tives of  the  crown  might  rd(brt'tD  that  mode  of  conti ibuting 
to  the  |N3blic  defence  which  the  honourable  Gentleman  had 
poiiitedout.  ' 

Sir  Frartth  BurdH  faid,  that  this  bill  was  aFtogother  repug*^ 
nant  to  bia  feeiingstand  therefore  he  (hould  give  his  vote  againfl 
if.  We-  had  but  the  bare  aiTertion  of  Miniflers  that  fuch  af 
meafum  is<  c^eceflarv ;  nothing  but  their  aiTertion  '  that  there 
have  been  any  inuirgents  among  the  feamen ;  and  a  law  of 
this  tiatUve  Aiimld  never  paft  on  bare  afiertion ;  but  that  was 
not  the  chief  caofe  of  his*  oppofmg  thk  bill..  Hti  oppofed 
it  Qpon  a  pFiBciple  of  a  much  broader  nature.  It  was,  be- 
caofe  be*  thought  that  llie  bill  might  be  produ£live  of  mifchiery 
by  ret^cferteig  Mfiy  accommodation  between  thefeamen  aiK^ 
their  coMitry  impra^ic^le.  It  tended  to  place  tiie  feamen  ifi' 
aftatc^of  defpentidiiy  and  the  mifchief  which  theyrnay  do  to* 
thfii  coimtry  in  that  (late  was  dreadful.  The  difcontent  was^ , 
iK)t  confined «>  the  feames;  there  was  much  of  it  in'othei' 
quarters,  and  was  vifibJe  in  many  parts  of  the  country.  Ther 
very  ftrong  ia^  tjiat  were  made  to  reprcfs  thcfe  difcontents, 
or  rather  the  escpreflion  of  them,  were  fymptoms  of  great  dif- 
eafe>  for  whicf)  there  was  a  caufe  of  a  very  difierent  kind  from* 
that  which  was  ftated.  That  caufe  was  the  mifcondofl  of 
adminiftrationlbra  longtime,  but  particularly  for  the  laft  four 
years ;  and  the  enornaolis  corruption  of  the  Executive  Govern* 
ment.  Tliefo  were  the  real'  cuufes  of  the  evil ;  all  other  caufes 
were  fiftitious.  If,  therefore,  it  was  our  objefl  to  remove  the* 
effeS  of  the  evil,  we  muft'  remove  the  eaufc.  The  only  way 
to  remedy  the  evil  was  to  petition  the  King  to  djfmifs  his  pre-'' 
fent  Mtnifters,  and  to  purfue  fuch  meafures  as  may  put  an  end 
t6  our  preftnt  (hameful  corruption  ;  not  by  incrcafmg  pena) 
bws,  for  they  would  only  inflame  thofe  who  were  aheady  ir- 
ritated ;  that  would  increafe  inftead  of  diminifliing  the  evilV 
Had  he  been  in  the  Houfe  he  (SaoxAA  have  oppofed  the  other 
bill  which  had  jaft  pafled  the  Houfe  upon  this  fubje£k.  He 
thought  it  neceffiiry  for  him  to  fay  what  he  thought  upon  tfri» 
matter.  He  did  not  aflcnt  to  thefe  meafures.  Rethought 
riiefn  calculated  to  increafe  inftead  of  diminifli  the  evil. 

The  Chairman  having  left  the  Chair,  the  report  was  re- 
ceived 


g^iv^  imipvliatefy ;  tbe  amendoiencs  were  agreed  to,  «nd  the 
hill  was  ordered  to  be  ihgrofled ;  after  which  the  Okaalkr  rf 
iU  Exchetmmr  intiriiAol  fhat  A^  itigraflineiit  would' iboA  be 
ready,  and  then  he  fbould  moye  immediately  aftuwiitds  Aak 
the  bQI  be  read  a  third  time. 

On  the  queftioQ  for  the  third  reading, 
Mr.  Sturt  faid,  that  be  objcAed  to  tliis  btll»  inm  a  tad  be* 
Kef  that  it  v^ould  not  anfwer  chepurpofe  which  MibiAms  faid 
ihey  had  in  view.    He  did  in  his  confcieocc  believe  thatocM- 
sbing  but  conciliatory  meafures  would  be  ufcful  in  tbia  cafe*) 
9Dd  if  the  Minifter  had  adopted  the  meafure  which  war  pro* 
pofed  fome  time  ago  by  an  honourable  frknd  of  his  (Mn  Sheri^ 
dan)  for  a  Committee  of  both  Houfies,  indi^nmtly  chofea  by 
both  fides,  ^hich  would  not  have  beea  defogatory  to  the  ^- 
nity  of  either  Houfc,  the  evil  might  have  ham  ev^ed^  it 
was  a  meafure  of  great  importance,  for  it  was  ao  Ms  dwi  tlMft 
iof  reftoring  harmony  smd  coofidence  to  the  imA  tsloabte 
branch  of  the  public  fervice.    Had  that  meafoce  been  edopled^ 
he  lielieved  the  Houfe  would  not  be  deliberating  vpein  tbesneaU 
fure  now  before  it,  which  be  confidered  as  neither  0iDie  nor  Jefa 
than  drawing  the  fword  and  throwing  awajthe  frabbml;  end 
that  when  the  fword  was  to  be  dhredcd  againft  the  navy.  He  con- 
ceived this  biU  to  beinrmical  to  the  intereft  of  this  naridn  at  large^ 
that  it  would  create  cxafperation,  and  was  die  dited  oontrary 
of  what  Mihiflers  faid  was  their  real  objeft;  he  attributed  llie 
di^cntions  which  unhappily  prevailed,  not  to  the  leamen,  but 
folely  to  the  condu&  of  Minifters.    The  condod  of  the  failora 
^t  Spithead,  when  the  difcontent  firft  appeared,  he  aicribedaifo 
4o  the  tyrannical  meafures  which  Minifters  had  adopted  ki  the 
fifter  kingdom.      The  right  honourable  Gendeman  night 
laugh,  but  he  could  tell  him  that  this  not  a  time  fi>r  the  Mi« 
diiRer  to  treat  w;ith  contempt  thofe  Members  of  Parliament  who 
fpoke  the  truth.     He  was  not  to  be  intimidated  by  geftumt; 
he  fek  for  the  fituatlon  of  this  country,  to  which  he  was  ai 
much  a  friend  as  any  man  in  that  Houfe  or  oat  of  it.    This 
evil  arofe,  he  would  repeat  it,  'not  fh>m  the  feamen,  but  from 
the  Mini  (Vers.     We  alt  knew  that  deferving  and  innocent  men 
viere  driven    into   exile  by  the   cohtemptiUe    Government 
of  Ireland.      They  were   forced  to  go  on  board   &ips  al* 
though  they  had  never  before  been  to  fea.     For  this  they  »a* 
turally  felt  lefentment.     It  was  mtural  enough  for  them  to 
inftil  difcontent  into  the  minds  of  the  feamen,  and  they  had 
<g0ne  fiuther  than  they  intended.— ^Nothing  upon  earth  wonki 
reftore  harmony  and  confidence  in  the  fleet  but  the  repeal  ef 
VoL/III.  17^7.  3M  llMfe 
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thofc  tyiifinical  WHs,  which  enabled  Minifters  to  Jcnd  whom 
thoy  plesifed  to  fc9. 

■'  The  Spntbet  rnformed  him,  that  thefc  bills  were  part  t)f  the 
latr«f«he  bnd. 

Mr.'Siurt  faid|  the  country  would  one  day  or  other  fee  the 
impropriety  of  them.  Heoppofed  this  bill,  becaufc  the  law 
wM  in  fbnpe  Was  fiilly  adequate  to  the  corrcaion  of  the  evil. 
0«t  of  thitty-fix  articles  of  war,  fcrenteen  were  aWblutely  pe- 
nal. He^faw  no  reafon  for  adding  to  their  force.  He  faw  no 
hopes  from  thfemeafo re.  Wc  fhoufd  repeal  the  fcdition  bill 
rather  than  purfue  this  plan.  He  confidered  tW$  biHas  d  piece 
of  wafic  paper,  and  he  fhould  give  it  his  «cgatr*e. 

Mr.Saktr.hidj  that  thd-honduTahleGentfcmanmrght  hare 
giiccn,  f erhf^pB,  •incfre  infermattdn  to  the  Houfe  i  he  befl  knew 
-what  communicatiovift  had  bctefi  made  to  htm,'  and  from  what 
pefffonsi  ^tfevhcMjght,  however,  that  the  honourable  Gentle- 
•matt  mtghn  have  fpared  fome  of  his  obfervations.  It  waSa 
Jittie-extroordillary  that  fuch  obfcrvattons  (houM  have  come 
from  a  Gentleman  who  had  hifmfblf  once  had  a  navad  <rharac^ 
ter»  ^mAittrtght  perhaps  now  have  a  commiffion  ;  to  hear  a-de- 
fenoe.^of '  thde  men  ftom  fuch  a  perfon,  forprifed  him.  II 
might  higfc  iiecofne  him  to  join  the  reft  of  the  cbuntry ;  it  was 
much  fitter^  on  every  principle  of  duty  as  a  member  of  that 
Houfe,  much  more  agrccahle  to  the  allegiance  hehadfubfcrib- 
cd,  much  more  confonant  with  the  chara6ter  of  the  fervice  to 
which  he  belonged,  and  in  which  he  had  a6ted  with  credit,  to 
have  taken  a  different  line  of  conduS,  than  by  exertions  of  an 
inflammatory  nature eneoii rage  thefemeri  in  their  mutinous  in- 
clinations.: He  was  forry  to^  be  compelled  to  ro^dcefech  obferva- 
tions.  Whether  he  felt  itx>F  not,  the  hanouraMe  Otndeman 
bad  feid  that  which  ought  not  to  c(cipc  unnotked^  or,  if  necef- 
iary^  be  cenfured  by  the  Houfe.  It  was  language  unbecoming 
any  fuhjeA,  and  much  mora  any  Gentleman  of  his  character. 

Mr*  Siurt'fud^  he  waa  not  afraid  of  repeatii^  what  he  had 
faid.  .  The  honourable  Gentleman  had  infiodated  in  xht 
Hoofe  what  he  would,  nor  dare' to  infinuate  out  of  ir,  He»  as 
amembercf  the  Britifti  Legcfkonre,  had  a  right  to  give  his 
opinion  without  being  fubje&tD  ftich  unjufti&hle  insinuations. 
He  called  them  unjuftihable ;  he  did  not  ufe  the  epitUct  which 
fuch  condu6l  dcferved ;  perhaps  that  honourable  Gentleman 
miglit  gneis.wbat  he  meant.  He  would  not  ^have.  it  go  inCD 
Ae^ountcythat  he  was  l.eagoed  with  any  but  (udti  as  w<l« 
friends  to  their  country.  No  man  IhouM  ufe  fuch  languagje 
as  this  to  htm  out  of  that  Houfe,  and  he  trufted  the  Speaker 
would  proteA  him  in  it.    iie  would  repeat,  ttnt^tbe^anni^ 

.     cai 
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cal  concluf^  of  MiniAers  in  the  fifter  kingdoiBv  by  caiifing  men 
to  bo  accufed  of  feditioa,  and  then  fendingjcbem  on  iKxird  the' 
ileet  without  trial,  had  produced  this  diforganizuig  fpirit  in  did 
lervicc.  He  did  not  like  this  bill^  becaufe  it  treated  the  flilors- 
all  as  rebels,  whereas  we  ought  to  try  the  eflFc<£l  of  coneiliatofy 
mcafurcs.  '  He. knew  tlie  nature  of  Britiih  feainen  ;*  he  ha4 
had  the  honour  of  being  in  the  fervice;  there  vrefe  nO  n>eii* 
who  more  dearly  loved  their  country  than  the  feamen  did. 
No  longer  ago  dian  the  preccdingtlay  they  honoured  the  Monar* 
chy  of  Great  Bhtaia  by  a  difpby  ot  the  royal  fi«g  and  the  fir- 
ing of  cannon  on  thc.King's  birth-day.  He  warncd.thc  Houfo 
of  the  hazard  of  firing  a  fingle  fliot  at  the  faibrs.  He  had* 
given  his  opinion.  As  to  the  perfonal  alli^ion  tfatt-  was  tnade 
to  him,  he  treated  it  with  fovcrcign  contempC.- 

Mr.  M,  Taylor  wiihcd  his  friemi  to  withdraw  his<^po6t!Ofi  to 
this  bill.     He  thought  the  ailufions  of  Mr.- Baker  \mfPoper* 

Mr.  Baier  faid  a  few  wonls  in  explanation,  hi  wliich  hcdil^ 
claimed  any  perfonality  agai nil  Mr.  Sturt. 

The  Houfe  then  proceeded  to  divide,  but  the  ntmift>ers ,  for 
the- bill  were  not  counted,  they  being  the  whole  Houfe,  except 
Mr.  Stun  himfelf,  Sir  Francis  Burdet  having  preirtoufly  left 
the  Houfe. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time  and  paflfed. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS, 
Tuesday,  Jum  6. 

The  ChanceUor  of  the  Exchequer  brought  Up  from  the  Houfe 
the  two  bills  pafled  by  the  Houfe  of  Com  mom  on  Saturday^ 
afnd  the  preceding  day,  the  one  called,  **  An  Aift  for  the  bettcyr 
Prevention  and  Puni(kment  of  Attempts  to  •  feduce  Perfont 
fei'ving  iu  his  Majcfty's  Forces  bvSca  and  Land  From  their 
Duty  and  Allegiance  to  his  Majcfty,  or  to  incite  them  to  Mu- 
tiny or  Difobcdience ;"  the  other,  *•  An  Acft  for  more  effcfta- 
ally  reftraining  intercourfe  with  the  Crews 'of  certain  of  his 
Majcfly's  Ships  now  in  a  State  of  Mutiny  and  Rdbellion,  and 
for  the  more  efie£tual  Suppreffion  of  fuch  Mutiny  and  Re- 
Wlion." 

The  bilk  were  fevcrally  real  a  firft  ami  fccond  time,  and  ih 
ilic  Committee  Lord  Grenville  made  a  few  verbal  amendments; 
»fter  which,  upon  the  motion  to  read  one  of  the  bills  a  tiiilfl 
time,  i 

YjoxA  draham  (the  Diike  of  Montrofe)  roie  and  fatd,  no 
man  could  lament  morp  deeply  than  he*  did,.the  neceflil|r^ 
fti&ng  fucfa  billS|  nor  was  any  man  more  Uncercly  convinced! 

jMa  pf 


▼crameot  in  putting  the  bilJs  in  foroei:  would  wA  «f idi »  dogm 
Mi^}  9ll4«^Wty«€or»efpofftlont  to  die  energyaod  vigour  ma-^ 
Hiff  A^  iW  .<>he  occafion  by /toth  Hoofes  of  ParUamcot. 
'  Xh^ t)iU.w^.re4d a  thiritinteand  pafied« 
When  the  qaeflion  came  to  be  put  for  the  third  reading  'of 
^  l^&l^ilipo  t^raiQ  ibe  iatdTCMcfe  with  the  OMittnoiis  feaiAcn, 
Lord  Grinvilli  rofe,  and  declared  that  lie  agreed  cxmipletely 
.  fvjtb  l|9  Mble.  Friend  in  every  thing  that  he  had  fiud«  and  c6ula 
.nfibre  thcfir,  Wdflwpi,  that  the  Execnttye  Government  would 
;  Pot,Ji^«i?a9Hpgf ion  their  part,  in  carrying  «very  meofofe  into 
efle^  which  the  extreme  and  prcfling  exigency  of  jd>is..awfiil 
and  momentous  ocpafion  mi^  require.     It  was,  he  admitted« 
ah  occafton  on  whi^  ^vefy  <i;art«)h^lbMl  Oovernment  could 
make  was  to  be  epcAed  from  chem ;  and  not  only  from  them 
imt  from  every  mati  in  the  country  who  could,  by  his  indivi** 
^ai  t(mv&  stffifl:  in  the  frtialleft  degree  in  patting  an  end  to  a 
<»lamlb^thatfo  highly  aflfefted  Britifti  intercfts,  and  ftruck  fo 
deeply  ill' <^  prefervation,  nay  at  the  exidence^  of  the  ConfH«r 
tution  and  the  Crown.  v  '* 

.  The  bill  having  been  read  a  third  time  and  pafled,  both  bilh 
were  fent  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  the  amendments  made 
by  the  Lords  were  taken  into  confideration.  After  which 
the  ChemcfUmr  of  the  Exchequer  brought  them  agajn  to  thft  bar, 
and  acquainted  their  LordUiips  that  the  Commons  had  agreed 
to  the  amendments. 

The  King's  Commiffion  was  dien  read  empoWering  certain 
Commrflfbners^to  give  his  Royal  Alleiit  to  tjiefe  twaUlk,  and 
Ibany  others. 

The  Peers  who  fat  as  Commiffioncrs  were,  the  Duke  of 
'  Clarenety  the  Lord  CbanceUar^  the  Marquit  of  i^lijherj^  and 
the  Earl  of  Liverpool,  and  the  Jloyal  Affent  was  given  iirftb 
^  upial  forms. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Tuesday,  Jume  6.     . 
Sir  1^.  Morelafmi  moved  for  leave  f  bring  in  a  bill  tb  explaiti 
tbe  Slilitta  A£l.    Leave  was  granted. 

Mr.  Alderman  CWitw  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  hilt  Id 
.stake  provifion  for  the  Maintenancp  of  the  Wives  and  Fami- 
jiesof  the  London  Militiamen. 

Mr.  Alderman  Combe  begged  not  to  be  nodtrftodd^as  pMge4 
Att^^^Bfpatt  DP  the  tm,  <bMgh  hfi  4id  nM  divide  the 
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'Houfe  iififffr  At  mocioo  for  )eav«  tt>  bilag  it  ixu    LtalFt  wat 
'Hr^noed  to  bring  iathc  biii.  / 

^  A  Meflage  Si^»  irceived  from  the,  Lcrik^  /  (btiog  th«ir  LorAi^ 
fliips'  afSmt  to  the  two  Naval  Mt^tiny  6ilife,  witfc  dmendl- 
ments,  to  which  they  defireil  the  concarftioce  of  the  Com*- 
'  iiions,    ' 

The  amendfnents  were  agreed  to  by  the  Hoirfief;ii)l4  the  bU| 
•  w)s  carried  back-  to  the  Lords.  '  ^ 

The  Spitdset,  attended  by  Hoafe,  went  tip  to  tfie  Hoofe  tf 
Lords'toJiear^vbrcoinniiflkMi  read  for  paffii^ig  tbe  bills,  and^n 
his  return:  he  -reported' tb^  pro^efediiigs  to  the  Houfi|  ^ 
Comitioiihs'r  Adj(^nc^.     "'  ^^^    •    ^'   • 

-'      T  r^to* t.  .    ...,>•>  "..-^V  •.  r 

HOUSfi'OF  tORDS- '  '/>  •'        - 
Wednesdat,  June  J.     ''^^^  "' ''  . 
Heard  Counfel  and  evidence  in  fupport  to^  jMfr  Te^^'s 
Divorce  bill ;  after  which  the  bill  was  r^l^d  a.  fecpp^  U^^» 
|iod  ordered  to  be  committed  to  that  day  fe'«i|i^V: 
^djourned.  :.  •        ^ 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS.     \ 
Wednesday,  ^tf»f  7. 

.  A  new  Writ  was  ordered  for  the  borough  of  Leotpinfter, 
in  the  room  of  J.  Hunter,  £fq.  who  has  accepted  an  ofllce 
ynder  the  CrowQ. 

A  bill  to  continue,  the  Alien  a&  was  brought  tq>  ^  r«ad 
a  firft  time^  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  fecond  tiiw  the  |Mic 
i  ,day.  ,-..■• 

The  bill  to  e)tplaii»  the  Militia  aA  was  bcovgbt.  up  and 
jread  a  fir^  time*  f .        r 

The  American  Intercourfe  bill  was  read  a.firfttiJM--.- 

The  Addrefs  of  the  Lord&was  taken  into  confideratiofi  cH 
the  motion  of  Mr.  Abbot, ,  and  agreed  tp. 

The  Houfe^went  into  a  Committee  on  the  Pilchard  Fiik- 
cry  Bounty  bill,  and  the  tepBtt  Wjtfl  ordered  to  be  receivtd 
.|)>Qn»tila]h  V  •         *  ......    '  ,   n'     - 

The  Highland  Diftilleify  biU  ^^^  '^^^  a  fecond  time  <^nd 
)  committed  for  Tuei4a7.  ., 

.  The  additiM^  Staoip  Duty  bill,  waa  put  off  till  Fridaje. 

Mr.  Huffiy  alked^  if  the  GODfideratidi^  ^f  the. bill  wppl4 

oi|wltculariy  that  part  of  it  Which  reUt«d  to  Mewfptpenl,  di<r 

ligcAf 
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Kgent  enquiry  was  ptiaking  into  the  foundation  of  thcfe  ob»* 
jeftions,  in  order  to  fee  if  they  could  be  met  by  the  provi* 
fions  of  the  bill.  He  hopeii  the  necefTary  information  would 
foon  be  obtained,  and  then  the  difcuflion  would' be  no  longer 
poftponcd. 

Mr.  {{ohloufe  faid,  he  meant  to  have  objected  to  the  bill ; 
he  was.falisfied  wiih  the  reafons  for  the  delay. 

The  Couimittecs  of  Supply,  and  Ways  and  Means  were 
put  off  till  Triday. 

The  order  of  tjie  day  far  the  Houfe  to  go  jnto  a  Committee 
ontfie  Corporation  Caufe  bill  being  read, 

Mr.  ^^ky,  Mr.  Ro/e,  &c.  objected  to  the  Speaker  leav- 
ing the  chair>  and  on  a  divifion  there  was  not  a  fufficient 
number  of  Members  prefent  to  forni  a  Houfe. 

Adjourned. 

.  .    ^  „ 

HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

TnURbDAY  June  8. 

On  the  motion  to  receive  the  report  of  1  he  bill  for  crcdting 
the  Corporation  of  Surgeons  of  London  into  a  College. 

Lord  Thurow  rofc  and  complained  that  an  advantage  had 
been  unfairly  taken  of  thofc  noble  Lords,  who  meant  to  pro- 
pofe  amendments  to  the  different  claufes  of  the  bill.  It  was,, 
his  Lordfhip  faid^  generally  underftoodby  thofe  who  took 
a  part  in  the  Committee,  that  a  day  was  to  be  dedicated  to 
iinidiing  the  receipt  of  the  evidence,  and  a  feparate  day  was 
to  be  fet  apart  for  the  difculfion  of  the  claufes,  and  the 
amendments  that  (hould  feverally  bepropofed.  Indead'of  thist 
en  tlie  interveiiing  day^  the  hearing  of  witne0es  was  clofed 
the  report  drawn,  and  now  brought  up  without  any  oppoi- 
tunity  having  been  afforded  to  thofe  noble  Lords,  who,  it  was 
known,  meant  to  have  takeaa  part  in  propofmg'amendinents 
to  the  claufes.  This  was  certainly  in  its  cffcft  a  furpriztf, 
and  a  blot  upon  the  proceedings  of  the  Houfe,  which  their 
Lordihips  ought  for  the  fake  of. their  own  honour  and  digoity 
to  wipe  off;  he  therefore  moved,  "  That  this  bill  be  recom*. 
mirted.*' 

The  Bijhop  of  Bangor  rofe  and  recapitulated  from  memory' 
what  had  occurred  relative  to  the  bill  fincc  it  came  into  th^ 
Houfe.  His  Lordfliip  contended  that  «very  fair  opportunity 
had  been  afforded  thofe,  who  oppofed  the  bill  of  bringing* 
forward  their  evidence  and  their  arguments  againft  it,  and  that 
it  had  b^en  fully  confidered.    His  Lord(hip  mentioned  t^e 

great 
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^reat  expence  the  parties  had  been  put  to,  and  the  ihcreafeof 
that  expence  which  the  reconfittiitment  of  the  bill  would  oc- 
cafioh.  With  regard  to  the  Idea  of  its  having  been  under-' 
ftood  to  be  agreed  on  that  a  fe()arate  day  was  t6  be  allowcct 
for  the  difculfion  and  ameodment  of  thfe  claufes,  no  fuch 
agreement  was  ever  made  in  the  Comraittecj  and  he  coulJ 
afUire  their  Lordfhips  he  by  no  means  intended  to  take  thetn 
by  furprize^  but  for  the  reafons  he>had  ftated,  as  the  bill  ha* 
been  twice fcnt* to  a  Committee,  he  ftiould  oppofc  its  being 
committed  a  third  time.  *  ' 

Lord  Thuf-lnv  rofe  again,  and  faid,  he  did  not  mean  to  in- 
finuate  that  the  right  Rev.  Prelate  meant  to  take  the'  Houfe 
by  furpi-ize;  he  was  fure  he  was  incapable  of  refi>rting  to  fo 
dirty  a  fraud,  but  that  in  faft  the  Operation  and  effeft'  of  clo- 
fmg  the  Committee,  before  noble  Lords  who  it  was  known 
meant  to  difcufs  the  different  claufes  of  the  biU,'  Cdiild  have 
the  opportunity  of  doing  fo,  was  the  fame,  as  if  it  had  been 
intended  by  that  fort  df  manoeuvre  to  get  tid  of  their  inter- 
ference. As  to  the  expence  the  parties  would  be  put  to  by  a 
recommitment  of  the  bill,  in  fa6l  they  would  not  be  put  to 
any,  as  thdy  had  clofed  their  evidence,  and  declared  they 
meant  to  call  no  further  wiineflTes.  His  Lordfhip  gave  b. 
^fummary  defcripiion  of  the  bill,  flating  its  preamble  and 
avowed  obfecl,  and:  contended  that  its  claufes  did'  not  all 
t)f  them  correfpond  with  that  object.  It  was  impoffib'c 
therefore,  he  faid,that  the  bill  (hould  ftand  as  it  non-  did; 
without  difgracirtg  their  proceedings,  and  the  only  way  to 
avoid  incurring  that  difgtace,  tvas  to  recommit  thie  brTl. 

The  Duke  of  jSr^ar^ flated  what  had  been  his  own  con- 
dtict  rcfpeeting  the  bill,  and  fadd,  the  noble  and  right  Rei^. 
Prelate,  moft  probably  from  defect  of  recollectfon,' hkdbe^u 
inaccurate'  rn  feveral  particulars  ti  his  relation.  Hts 
Grace  conduded  \i^i<h  declaring  that  it  wms  generally  nnder- 
ftood  at  the  Committee,  that  the  going  throiigh  with  the 
evidence  was  to  be  the  bufincfs  of  the  day  following,  that  on 
which  fhcnoWe  ami  learned  Lord  was  prcfent;  and  that  a 
fmttro  day  was  to  be  dedicated  to  the  dlfcnffion  of  the  claiifrs 
and  the  amending  them. 

The  Blftjop  of  Bangor  ftill  infifted  that  no  fuch  agreement 
however  it  might  be  privately  uxiderAood,  was  made  in  the 
Committee. 

Lord  Thu*lmv  faid,  moft  certainly  it  was  not,  as  it  was  nei- 
dier  regular  Mr  ufual  for  a  Committee  to  agree  on  one  day^ 


mbm  mi  tk«^  it  woul4  adjourn  on  the  next,  Init  ibiK  it  wa> 
g«IMfaUy  UA^^rfiood  that  a  lepftrate  day  was  tojbe  fixed  for  thf 
diA^uffioA  of  the  claufes,  and  that  the  bill  was  at  prefent  fa 
losperfect  that  to  refcue  the  HQiife  from  difgrace  the  biVt 
^Uf^t  tat>e  recotmnkted. 

The  |>uke  of  €lepenc0^  l«id  he  had  attended  the  Comoaitr 
|ee6»  and  he  never  heard  fech  an  agreemciH  inade»  as  the 
iu4>le  9ml  iearoed  Lord  mentioned. 

Thej^ij^/^c^c^^K^rfai^hf  dM  believed,  as  the  noble 
and  learned  Lord  has  flated,  that  it  was  un^erftood,  that  the 
next  day  to  that  at  whidi  he  had  been  prefent,  was  intended 
to  fini(h  the  going  through  with  the  evidence,  and  that  ano* 
iher  day  was  to  be  taken  for  difcufling  the  claufes,  and  that 
Binder  that  impreflion  he  weni  oiit  of  town  and  was  abfent 
the  next  day,  not  being  defirous  of  mifpending  hi^  time  by 
liltemng  to  evidence,  that  proved  nothing  effectual  or  that  ^ 
wy  vay  afiected  the  biU*  At  the  fame  time  he  muft  fay  ih> 
fuct^  jagipeeme^t  as  that  In  queftion  was  formally  ftipulated* 
The  papers  diftributed  by  the  opponents  of  the  bill  he  faJKi> 
nrefft  ni^^able  productions  and  had  nothing  like  a  cafe  i^ 
ihem.  In  fact  they  made  ou4  no  cafe  whatever,  und  wer^ 
a&  inegicieDt  and  inapplicable  as  the  evidence  they  broUghl 
before  the  Committee.  With  regard  to  the  expence  th^ 
^•rties  would  be  put  to,  if  the  bill  were  recommitted,  cer* 
lainly  if  they  were  to  go  again  through  the  evidence  a  great  ex<> 
fence  would  be  incurred,  and  the  only  way  to  avoid  it,  wout^ 
hfi  4f>  f efer  the  evidence  taken  before  the  iaft  Committee  xp 
the  nexr^  if  their  Lordlhips  (hould  agree  to  the  motion. 

Lard  Th^trle^  (aid  hejiad  ho  objection  to  have  the  evidence 
referred  in  the  manner  fuggeficd  by  the  right  Rev.  Prelate^ 
Thikt  undoubtedly  was  the  prpper  mode  .of  proceeding,  and 
therefoiFe  it  would  be  neceiTary  to  move  that  a  copy  of  xht 
.evideiice  be  fairly  tranfcjibed  and  laid  on  the  table,  and  when 
it  was  prefented,  to  move  that.it  bp  ceifcrred  to  the  CoDktriitte^, 
to  whiQh  the  bill  was  to  be  fent. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  recommitted,  and  on  a  motton 
it  was  ordered,  that  a  copy  of  the  evidence  taken  befofcilHjfc 
Iaft  Committee  be  laid  upoii  the  table. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

This  being  therdayappointedf  or  taking  isNo^oooftdaraliQD 
jk  {tetitiun,  complaining  of  an  undue  eleftton  and  rettirn  f  qr 


the 
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thccouoty  of  Flint,  and  there  being  only  feventy-rev^iMi^tti- 
bers  prefent  at  four  o'clocki  the  Houfe  was  counted  out,*aiMl 
adjourned  till  the  next  day. 

-     '  '     '         'J    • 

HOUSE  OF  LORDS,  .    / 

Friday,  June  9. 

Their  Lordfh^ps  heard  Counfcl  on  the  ca^jfe  of  Edpit  an^  "' 
others  againftj|//tor  and  Miller.  The  L^rd  Chancellbr  ordered 
the  judgment,  of  the  Court  of  Exchequer  in  Scotland  to  be 
reverfed.  * 

Adjourned  to  Monday. 


'     HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Friday,  ^«;»f  9. 
The  Houfe^  at  four  o'clock,  proceeded  to  ballot  for  i.  Com- 
mittee to  trv  the  merits  of  the  Flintfliire  EIectidh^^kioD» 
^|)eii,thc  ulual  number  of  members  were  chofen. 
r.J)i&^oaix  Difcount  bill,  and  the  Harbour  bill*  Wertf  fead 
^  third  time  and  palTed. 

Two  petitions  againft  theXondon  Wet- Docks  were  pre- 
feated^  and  referred  to  a  Committee. 
.^The  Alien's  bill*  and  General  Indofure  by  Agttemetit 
bill,  were  read  a  fecond  time  and  committed. 
..The  Cattle  Eprcflalling  bill  wsfs  recommitted. 
The  Indemnity  bill,  VafTairs  Divorce  bill,  and  the  a?^ 
Owners*  bill  vi(ere  read  a  firA  time. 

The  Corn  bill  yvas  brought  down  from  the  Lords  With 
fome  amendments,  which  the  Houfe  agreed  to. 
-.The  ^peakfr.lxkforxn^A  the  Houfe,  tliat  the  electorij  of 
Canterbury,  who  had  lately  prelcnted  a  petition' compUining 
of  the  decifion  concerning  the  members  declared  dbiy  elected 
for  that  borough,  had  entered  into  no  recognizance  tO'  profe- 
.i^te  tJiela^ie;  and  that,  therefore,  the' order  for  taking  it 
imc^confideration  mud  be  difcharged ;  which  was  accord- 
ingly done/ 

NEWSPAPER  STAMP  DUTY. 

Mr.  Sheridan  faidi  that  as  he  (aw  an  hon,  Gentleman  then 
in  his  place,  he  wifliecj  to  be  informed  by  him  whether  it 
was  intended  that  the  propofed  duty  on  Ncwfpapcrs  which 
^a^dien  iftoloded  in  the  Sump  Duty  bill  before  the  Ho|ife» 
^uM  %e  cftrried  into  effect.  jHe  hoped  that  the  delay  w%b 
•^-^AToL.  III.  1797.  3  N  '  lA 
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had  already  taken  place  in  carrying  that  bill  ibrwardy  was  a 
gocd  ocucn  in  favour,  of  irs  being  abandoned  altogether,  but  if 
was  not  the  intention  of  Minifters  to  abandon  it,  he  wi(hed 
they  might  appoint  a  fixed  (?ay  for  the  difcuflion  of  it,  in  order 
diat  he  might  have  an  opportunity  of  ftating  his  obje£iions  to  it. 

Mr.  Ro/e  faid,  that  it  was  not  Icfs  painful  to  him,  than  it 
muft  be  to  other  Gentlemen,  that  die  confideration  of  the  bill 
had  been  fo  often  poftponed^  There  was  no  intention,  what- 
ever, to  abandon  the  Ull,  but  the  reafon  of  the  delay  was,  the 
time  which  it  had  been  found  necefiary  to  take  for  the  purpofe 
of  confidering  what  relief  was  proper  to  be  made  tp  the  Pro- 
prietors and  Venders  of  Newfpapers.  He  would  piopofe  to  ad- 
journ the  Committee  on  the  BUI  to  Wedncfday  next,  when 
the  fubjeft  might  be  difcufled. 

The  other  Orders  of  the  Day  were  deferred.  Adjourned 
to  Monday, 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS.  . 
Monday,  Jvne  12. 
The  St.  Giles's  Advowfon,   .Southampton  Fiflicry,    and 
Newport  Pagnal  Road  Bills,  M^ere  read  a  third  time  and  pafled. 
Mr.  Simeon  and  Mr.  Peachey  took  the  oaths  and  their  featSi 
the  former  for  Reading,  and  the  latter  for  Yarmouih. 

Mr.  Dudley  Ryder  brought  up  the  Report  of  the  Committee 
appointed  totiy  the  merits  of  the  Flintfliire  £iedlion„  whicl> 
ftated,  *  That  the  Committee  was  of  opinion,  that  John  Lloydf 

•  cfq.  was  duly  elefted,  and  ought  to  have  been  returned ;  and 

•  that  the  defence  of  Sir  Thomas  Moyfton  was  frivolous  and 

•  vexatious.'  The  Clerk  of  the  Crown  was  accordingly  ordered 
to  amend  the  return,  by  fuhftituting  the  name  of  Mr.  Lloyd 
for  that  of  Sir'Tfforpas  Moyfton. 

The  London  Bread  Affize  Bill  was  committed,  when  feme 
fiew  claufes  were  received,  and  feveral  amendments  made,  and 
the  report  ordered  to  be  brought  up  the  next  day. 

Mr,  JoU'iffe  gave  notice,  that  on  Thurfday  next  he  (hould 
move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  amend  that  part  of  the  hd 
paflbd  laft  feffion,  for  the  regulation  of  the  Game  Laws,  by 
changing  the  day  on  which  Partridge-fliooting  is  reflriftted  to 
commence,  from  the  141*1  of  September  to  the  ufual  day,  viz, 
thc'firft.     ' 

Mr.  D.  P.  Coki  deferred  the  commitment  of  the  Corpora- 
tion Caufe  Bill,  on  account  of  tlie  thinnefs  of  the  Houfe  to 
Wednefday  next. 

The  Committee  of  Supply  and  Ways  and  Means  were  a!fi> 
deferred  to  Wedncfday  next.     Adjourned, 

HOUSE 
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HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Tu£spAY,  June  13. 

Received  from  the  Commons  fevcntecn  bills,  mod  of  them 
private.     Read  a  firft  time.     Adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Tuesday,  y««^  13. 

The  bill  to  repeal  th^  a£l  which  makes  negroes  real  alTets, 
was  read  a  firft  titne,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  fccdnd  time 
on  Friday. 

Mr.  T'umey  brought  up  a  petition  from  the  Lowland 
jdiftillers,  in  Scotland,  aeainft  the  exemption  from  duty 
which  the  Highlands  enjoy.     Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table, 

SHIP  OWNEKS'  RELIEF  BILL.  ^ 

The  order  of  the  day  for  the  fecond  reading  of  the  Ship 
Owners'  relief  bill  being  read, 

Mr.  Alderman  Luflnngton  rofe  to  explain  the  grounds  oit 
which  this  bill  proceeded.  In  confequence  of  a  late  deci- 
fion  which  took  place  in  the  Court  of  King's  Bench,  very 
fevere  refponfibility  was  laid  upon  the  owners  and  maflers  o\ 
veffels,  for  the  gocxis  conveyed  on  board  their  (hips.  He  did 
not  mean  to  impeach  the  legal  corrcflnefs  of  that  decifion  j 
he  believed  it  to  be  the  law  of  the  land ;  but  on  this  account, 
a  legiflative  remedy  was  required  for  what  was  at  once  a  fe* 
vere  and  impolitic  principle.  The  decifion  in  the  cafe  al- 
luded to,  proceeded  on  the  conftniAion  of  the  bill  of  lading, 
in  which  a  general  obligation  to  deliver  the  goods  fafe,  and 
in  the  fame  condition  as  when  (hipped,  excepting  ihe  rilk  of 
feas,  is  contained.  Under  this  principle,  much  greater  re- 
fponfibility is  laid  upon  the  mafters  and  owners  of  veflelsi 
than  W4S  underflood  either  by  them  or  their  employers. 
Even  if  the  Ihip  ilrikes  on  an  unknown  rock,  and  damage 
enfues  to  the  goods,  they  are  made  liable.  The  principle  of 
decifion,  in  regard  to.  fea-carriage,  was  made  the  fame  as 
)and  ;  whereas,  an  obvious  diRindion  exifted,  and  there  were 
ri(ks  peculiar  to  fea-carriage,  unknown  in  the  other.  The 
bill  was  intended  to  guard  againftthofe  peculiar  ri(ks,  and  to 
take  off  the  refponfibility  which. now  exi(led  with  refpcdl  to 
them.  He  was  aware  that  there  might  be  objeftions  to  par*, 
ticttlar  claufes,  but  the  principle  of  the  bill  was  admitted. 
In  order  to  render  the  provifions  adequate  to  the  end,  and  t6 
reo^ove  objedions  which  might  be  felt,  it  was  intended  to 

3  N  ^  ftttd 
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fend  coDics  of  nhe  bill  to  Lloyd's,  and  to  other  juiblic,  com- 
merciaf  bodies,  for  their  confkleration,  and  to  difcoverhow 
&r  it  might  be  proper  to  extend  ihq  relief  propofcd  to  be 
given*  Hehopcd,  therefore,  there  would  be  no  objcdicn  to  go 
into  the  Committee  to  difcufs  the  various  objedions,  and  to 
xender  the  bill  as  adequate  to  its  purpofes,  and  as  fafe  in  its 
application,  as  poflible.  He  now  moved  that  the  biti  be 
read  a  fecond  time. 

The  bill  was  read  a  fecond  time,  and  committed  for  to- 
morrow. 

The  report  of  the  bill  for  regulating  the  aflize  of  bread  in 
the  city  <rf  London,  was  brought  up,  agreed  to  with  the 
amendmenl.s  ^nd  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  on  Friday. 

The  Newfoundland  Fifticry  bill  was  read  a  fecond  time, 
and  CGinmitied  for  Thurfday^ 

'       SCOTS  MILITIA  BIIL. 

^fc'Scots  Militia  bill  was  read  a  fecond  time. 

Sit  y.  Sinclair  wiihedto  know,  whether  th«;  bill  was  to  he 
car;rled  through  this  feflion  ?  He  did  not  think  it  was  appli- 
cable to  the  circumdances  of  Scotland. 

Mr.  fF,  Dundas  faid,  few  people  could  doubt  whethpr  the 
Englifh  militia  had  been  ufeful ;  he  believed  a  well-regulated 
militia  would  be  equally  ufeful  in  Scotland. 

Mr.  ff^.  Dvntias  faid,  few  people  could  doubt  whether  the 
^ngliih  Militia  had  been  ufeful ;  he  believed  a  well  regulated 
militia  would  be  equally  ufeful  in  Scotland. 

The  bill  was  committed  tor  the  next  day. 

The  Highland  Diftillery  bill  was  put  off  till  Thurfday. 

FORESTALMNG  CATTLE.  ' 

The  order  of  the  day  for  the  Houfe  to  go  into  a  Com- 
tnitue  on  the  Bill  to  prevent  foreflalling  of  live  cattle,  beiog 
read, 

Sir  fVUliam  Pulteney  faid,  that  this  was  a  bill  of  great  im- 
portance, and  feemed  hi  herto  to  have  little  attrafled  the  at- 
tention  of  the  Houfe.  The  principle  of  it  Was  one  to  which 
he  could  by  no  means  afltnt.  TKe  ancient  laws  of  thi«  coun- 
try had  been  very  fcvere  agair.ft  every  fpecits  of  foreftalling; 
but,  when  men  became  more  enlightened,  the  impolicy  of 
them  was  difcovtred,  and  by  a  law  paffcd  in  the  year  J  772, 
they  were  all  repealed.  Now,  however,  the  cutting  retail 
butchers  had  wifely  difccvered,  that  this  repeal  Was  eno- 
neous,  and  that  the  ancient  fevcrity  of  the  laws  (hould  be 
brought  back.  The  price  of  butcher's  meat  had  Ihcreafed. 
and  various  reafons  would  be  flated  and  believed  by  the  peo> 

plc> 
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ate,  without  much  knowledge  or  examination  of  the  fubjeft 
There  were  very  good  reafons  for  the  rife  of  butcher's  meat* 
-without  imputing  it  to  the  caufe  afligned  in  the  bill.  There 
had  been  feverai  unprodu£live  harvefts  fucceflivelyy  which 
neceffarily  decreafrng  the  number  of  hogs,  forced  people^^o 
ufed  to  live  upon  pork,  to  ufe  other  kinds  of  butcher's  meat. 
The  ftoppage  ot  diftillcrics,  too,  aided  this  caufe.  The  laws  as 
they  now  uood  had  fubiiftcd  eighteen  years  without  in^n- 
"venience;  for  in  the  evidence  col leded  by  the  Committee,  it 
was  faid  that  the  rife  began  to  be  felt  within  thefe  feven  years. 
The  jobbers,  as  they  were  called,  or  the  middle  men,  were  faid 
Xjo  be  the  caafe  of  this,  in  going  to  the  country,  and  buying  up 
from  tlie  farmer  and  grazier.  In  his  opinion  the  jobber  was  of 
advantage.  Bv  trading  to  a  large  extent  he  W»  abie  to  do 
with  fmall  profit,  and  bring  the  cattle  to  market  cheaper  than 
the  farmer  ciuld  do.  If  the  hufinefs  of  a  jobber  fomiilied  fuch 
large  profits,  it  would  foon  be  ovcrfto'jked,  and  find  its  own 
level.  The  jobber  might  fometimcs  buy  cheap  and  :fdl  dear ; 
but  it  like  wife  often  happened  the  other  way  ;  one  time  they 
gained,  another  they  loft.  He  was  not  furpriied  to  fee  in  the 
evidence  thnt  the  faiefmen  in  Smithfield  Market  had  Hated, 
that  the  price  had  been  fo  much  increafed  by  n)eans  of  the  job- 
ber, for  it  was  evident  that  the  jobber  was  an  enemy  to  their 
bufinefs ,  for  they,  by  receiving  the  cattle  to  fell  from  the  far- 
mer, made  very  confiderabk  profits,  and  fometimes  Jikewife 
were  allowed  a  gratification  by  the  buyer  for  their  trouble.  It 
was  enaded  by  this  Bill,  that  no  man  (hould  fell  again  till  he 
had  kept  the  cattle  fourteen  days  in  his  pofleffion.  But  was  it 
not  evident  that  this  could  only  be  done  by  the  rich  grazier 
who  could  bear  the  expence,  to  the  prejudice  of  the  other 
dealers,  and  of  the.  public.  Upon  the  whole,  he  was  of  opioioa 
that  the  market  (hould  he  left  perfedlly  free  to  find  its  own 
level,  that  any  legal  regulation  would  defeat  the  objed  pro- 
pofed,  and  that,  therefore,  the  Bill  ought  to  be  thown  out.  He 
therefore  op;>ofed  the  Speaker  leaving  the  Chair. 

Mr.  Alderman  Coombe  agreed  in  the  general  principles  ftated 
by  the  worthy  Baronet.  In  pradlicc  it  had  been  found,  how- 
ever, that  deviations  from  it  were  neceffary.  This  was  one  of 
ihe  cafes  where  it  was  called  for.  The  legtflature  had  limited 
it  in  feverai  inftances.  Money,  bread,  and  various  other  arti- 
cles were  fijted  at  a  maximum,  and  he  thought  the  regulatk>n 
propofed  by  the  Bill  would  he  very  ufcful. 

Mr.  Btjan  Edwards  agreed  with  the  worthy  Baronet.  Dr. 

..Adam  Smitb/upou  the  very  fubje£t  of  foreftalling,  reprobat- 
ed 
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ed  all  legal  interfereoos/  and  ridiculed  the  alarms  enierttfinfrd 
of  the  market  being  worfe  fcrved  without  them,  as  a  vulgar 
error  and  no  ^iicr  than  the  drca'1  of  whclies.  All  commoditiesy 
efpectally  pcriihabic  ones,  would  find  rhclr  own  level.  He 
met  the  farmer  or  giazicr  hnlf  way,  and  took  tl.c  cattle  off  his 
handy  to  the  ^reat  accom!- r^'-:»on  of  the  farmer.  Sometimes 
the  jobber  loft,  fctr.etin  ti  he  coined  ;  at  any  rate^he  bufinefs 
would  foon  find  lis  own  levtJ.  Ihe  worthy  Baronet  had 
pointed  out  fome  of  the  Ica^Jing  cauies  of  the  rife  in  the  price 
of  butchers'  meat.  That  itatcd  in  the  Bill  certainly  was  not 
the  caufc.  To  ndopt  the  meafure  would  be  to  encreafe  the  dif- 
con tents  of  tlte  people,  by  holding  out  a  clafs  of  men  as  caufing- 
a  fcarcity  aiid  high  pr  ice»  when  in  faA  they  were  iK>t  to  Uame. 
He  was  theitforc  againft  the  Bill. 

Mr.  Baftard  i2i\i\^  he  could  not  well  fee  how  many  proGti 
being  made  upon  frequently  refelHng  could  bring  the  commo- 
dity cheaper  to  market  than  if  there  were  only  two.  The  job- 
ber was,  in  fa£t,  of  no  advantage  in  bringing  the  cattle  to 
market,  for  he  brought  them  in  the  fame  manner  the  farmer 
would  have  done.  At  prefent  it-was  .not  a  competition  but  a 
monopoly.  The  perilhable  nature  of  the  commodity  was  to 
be  compared  with  the  urgency  of  the  demand ;  and  the  aph- 
petite  of  the  confuracr  would  compel  him  to  buy  fooner  than 
the  periibable  nature  of  the  other  would  compel  the  owner  to 
felL  It  was  a  fad  well  known^  that  the  jobber  fometimes  of«» 
fered  to  the  farmer  a  higher  price  than  he  was  willing  to  take, 
in  order  to  keep  up  the  market,  and  fell  at  the  higheft  price  the 
ftock  they  had  in  hand.  He  thought,  therefore,  fome  regu- 
lation necellary,  and  that  the  Hoofe  £bould  go  into  the 
Committee. 

Mr.  Tiernej  hoped  the  worthy  Baronet  would  not  perfift  in 
his  oppoGtion  to  the  Bill.  An  honourable  Gentleman  (Mr. 
Edwards)  had  (aid,  that  to  entertain  the  Bill  would  be  to  en- 
creafe difcontent.  It  was  to  allay  difcontent  that  he  fupported 
the  Bill.  Would  the  Houfe  of  Commons  hold  out  to  the 
People  the  idea  that  they  would  not  enquire  into  their  grievan- 
ces, that  they  would  not  deliberate  upon  the  means  to  remove 
them  ?  Would  not  this  he  the  fureft  way  to  difgrace  the  Houfe, 
and  to  kindle  popular  difcontent?  He  thought  the  condud:  of 
the  butchers  highly  commendable.  They  had  no  iutereft  in 
the  matter,  for  whether  they  bought  cheap  or  dear  they  had 
the  fame  profit  on  a  pound  of  meat.  The  lower  clalfirs  na- 
turally were  diffatijficd  with  the  butcher*  in  the  firft  inft^nce, 
to  whom  they  paid  the  advanced  price,  without  rcfieAing  ofi 

whqm 
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whom  the  blame  lay.  The  botchers,  therefore,  on  bringing 
the  fubjedl  before  the  Houfe  for  its  examination^  -without 
pointing  out  any  particular  pcrfons,  had  dcferved  the  thanks  of 
the  country. 

Mr.  Mainwartng  faid,  that  on  a  fabje£l  of  fuch  importance, 
a  great  deal  of  inveftigation  had  taken  pKice  in  the  Committee 
above  flairs ;  that  the  wiih  of  thofe  who  fupported  thef  Bill  was 
to  prevent  the  eiihincement  of  the  price  of  meat.  If  any  im- 
proper pradliccs  did  exift^  it  was  for  the  Houfc  to  enquire  into 
them.  ,  There. had,  doubtlefs,  been  a  great  excefs  of  jobbing  of 
late  years;  and  he  could  not  conceive  how  it  could  tend  to 
lower  the  price  cf  provilions,  that  there  fhoul<I  be  two  or  three 
intermediate  perfons  betwixt  the  men  who  fcnt  meat  to  mar- 
ket,  and  thofe  who  confumcd  it.  If,  as  was  eflablifhed,  cattle 
were  fold  five  or  fix  times,  muft  not  this  raife  the  price  to  the 
confumer  ?  Forcftalling  had  riftn  to  fuch  excefs  that  not  one 
half  of  the  cattle  brought  toSnithfield  were  fold  in  open  mar-» 
ket.  Indiredl  means  were  made  ufe  of  to  prevent  the  market 
from  being  properly  flocked;  the  jobbers  always  took  care  to 
keep  the  market  undcrftocked  to  keep  it  at  their  own  price. 
The  jobber  was  of  no  advantage  to  the  fupply  of  tl^e  market,  for 
the  cattle  were  driven  up  for  the  j  jbhcr  by  ihc  fame  men  who 
brought  them  up  for  the  farmer.  It  furcly  w'as  an  dvil  when 
the  fupply  got  into  few  hands,  and  abfolutcly  beCame  a  mono- 
poly. Competition,  inflead  of  being  promoted,  was  totally 
overthrown.  He  refpecled  the  authority  of  I^r.  Smith  ;  but 
he  confidered  experience  and  fadts  to  be  better  guides  than 
theory ;  he  thoughtDr.  Smith's  authority  was  for  the  Bill,  bc- 
caufeit  w/ent  to  eftabliih  and  fecure  cx>mpetition,  and  to  baniflx 
monopoly.  He  thought  the  Bill  would  do  good,  and  it  was 
the  opinion  of  men  wdl  coovetfani  with  the  fubjed,  that  this 
Bill  would  materially  ferte  to  reduce  the  priee  of  provHions. 
He  trufled  the  Houfe  would  go  into  the  Committee  to  make 
the  meafure  as  perfciSI:  to  its  end  as  poflible. 

Mr.  Edwards  faid»  he  had  quoted  Dr.  Smith,  and  he  had 
urged  not  only  .his  general  principle,  but  his  particular  opinipn 
on  this  very  fubjedt. 

Mr.  IVdbirfoYfe  was  forgoing  into  the  Committee.  He  had 
as  high  regard  for  Drl  Smith  as  any  man ;  but  it  was  not  doing 
his  general  principle  juftice  to  contend  for  an  individual  appU* 
cation  when  the  general  circumftancesof  the  metrqK>lis,  and 
many  other  things  were  in  oppoGtion  to  that  principle.  He 
was  convinced  that  the  evil  did  exifl,  that  a  remedy  (hould  be 
applied,  and  he  was  therefore  for  going  into  the  Onnmittee. 

The 
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The  Houfc  divided  on  the  qu^ftion  that  the  Speaker  leav« 
the  Chair. 

'  4y"^  —         —  3« 

Majority  26 

The  Houfc  having  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Comroittee  of  the 
whole  Houfc  upon  the  Bill, 

Mr.  Maimvar'tng  propofed,  that  on  account  of  the  thihnefs 
of  the  Committee,  the  Chairman  (hould  be  dire£led  to  report 
progrefs,  and  afk  leave  to  fit  again. 

The  Houfe  being  refumed,  progrefs  was  reported,  and  the 
farther  confideratipn  of  the  Bill  in  a  Committee  was  fixed  for 
Friday.    Adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 
Wednesday,  June  14. 

The  Lord  proceeded  to  hear  Counfel  in  the  appeal  of  the 
Tcrk  Building  Company  againft  Mackenzie  ;  the  Lorel  Cbaneell&t 
delivered  his  fentiments  at  confidcrahle  length,  when  the  do* 
cifion  of  the  court  of  feflion  was  affirmed  wiUi  lool.  cofts. 

Adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Wednesday,  June  14. 

John  Lioyd^  Efq.  took  the  oaths  and  his  feat  for  Flintfliire« 

The  Houfe  in  a  Committee  went  through  the  Scotch  militia, 
the  Alien  bills,  and  the  Attomies  Indemnity  bill. 

The  Seaetary  at  War  brought  up  a  more  correfl  eftimate  • 
of  the  additional  allowance  granted  to  the  privates,  non-com- 
mifSoned  officers,  &c.  of  the  army,  and  the  former  eftimate 
beine  withdrawn,  this  was  laid  upon  the  table,  and  ordered  Xo- 
be  taken  into  confideradon  on  Friday  next,  in  a  Committee  of 
fupply. 

Lord  Belgrave  gave  notice  that  he  (hould  defer  to  fome 
future  time  his  motion  which  flood  for  the  next  day,  relative 
to  the  election  treating  laws. 

CORPORATION  JURISDICTION  BILL. 

Mr.  Parker  Coke^  moved  that  the  Houfe  refolve  itielf  into  » 
Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe  on  the  Corporation  Jurifdictioa 
bilL 

He 
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He  exprcffed  his  furprifc  at  the  uniform  oppoTition  g^ven  by 

the  honourable  member  to  the  bill   in   all  its  ilages,  but  more 

particularly  to  its  going  into  a  Committee  where  the  merits  of 

the  refpective  claufes  might  be  difcuflcd. 
Mr.  fViglt'y  oppofedthe  motion. 
The  Houfe  divided  on  the  queftion,  that  the  fpeaker  do  now 

leave  the  chair. 

J)es,  —  36 

Noes,  —  7 

Afajority  '29 

The  hill  was  accordingly  committed. 
On  the  chairman's  reading  the  claufe  which  went  to  exempt 
the  city  of  Exeter,  Mr.  fVtgley  oppofed  it,  on  the  ground  that 
it  the  bill  was  -^ood  for  every  other  part  of  the  kingdoai)  it 
was  alfo  gotxl  tor  the  city  of  Exeter. 

The  Mijler  of  the  Rolls  argued  at  fome  length  on  tlic  pro* 
pricty  of  tlie  bill^  and  exprefled  his  wiih  that  it  might  pafs  tbit 
lelTion. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  Coke^  Mr.  Bafiard^  and  Mr, 
ff^igley  in  reply,  the  queflion  was  put  on  the  daufe  of  £xem{H 
tion. 

Jyes,  _  _  36 

A'u'j,  —  —  II 

Majority  25 

The  following  amendment  was  then  propofed  to  be  made  to 
the  claufe :  or  unlcfs  in  cafes  of  indidlment  removed  by  writ  of 
certiorari  to  his  Majefty's  court  of  kings's  bench. 

Another  divifion  took  place  on  this  amendment,  which  was 
followed  by  lever3l  more  on  the  various  claufes  cf  the  bill,  and 
it  was,  we  undcrftand,  at  length  agreed  to,  while  ftrangers 
were  excluded,  that  the  debate  on  one  of  the  claufes  fhoald  be 
adjourned  to  this  day  three  months. 

A  meffage  was  received  fro:n  the  Lords,  acquainting  the 
Houfc  that  their  Lordfhips  h.^d  appointed  twooi  their  number 
to  go  up  to  St.  James's  the  next  day,  to  wait  U|K>n  his  Majefty 
with  the  addirfs  of  both  Houfes  refpe<5ling  the  promulgation 
of  tl»e  flatutes,  and  requelling  the  Hcufe  of  Commons  to  ap- 
point a  proportionate  number  of  their  inenihers  to  go  up  along 
with  them.     Four  Gentlemen  were  appointed. 

Mr.  Hobhwje  faid,  that  on  account  of  the  abfence  of  an  ho- 
ncurable  friend  of  his  (Mr.  bheiidan)  who  was  prevented  from 
attending  on  this  day  by  ind;fpofitton,  lie  meant  to  have  pro- 
X>ofed,   that  the  Committee  on  the  (lamp  duty  bill  ihould  be 

Vol.  111.  1797.  3  O  further 
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further  deferred  till  Monday  next,  but  as  he  under  flood  that 
his  honourable  friend  would  have  an  opportunity  of  delivering 
his  fenclmentson  a  future  (lage  of  the  bill,  he  had  no  obje<2ioii 
to  enter  into  thebufincfson  that  evening. 

THE    BANK. 

'  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  gave  notice,  that  next  day 
he  would  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  continue  the 
reftridion  on  the  Bank  from  paying  in  cafh. 

STAMPS- 

The  Houfe  having  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  Houfe  on  the  bill  for  granting  to  his  Majefty  additional 
duties  on  ftamp$, 

.  Mr*  HoShhuJ^&tittd  fome  objcftions  againft  the  bill,  as  jfar 
as  it  ^St&ai  n^c^rtgage  deeds,  transfer  deeds,  and  agreements. 

The  ChoMcellor  of  the  Exchequer  replied^  that  the  duty  pro- 
pofedto  b&]aid  on  transfer  deeds,  did  not  form  a  part  of  this 
brJl. ' 

Mr.  ffi^.  Bird  objcdled  to  the  additional  duty  which  it  was 
pn^pofed  to  lay  upon  admiffions  into  corporations,  upon  the 
gronfid  that  it  threw  an  additional  difficulty  in  the  way  of  a 
man  obtaining  the  right  of  e]e<Sion. 

The  Houfe  divided  on  this  claufe, 

yfyes^  —  6i 

Noes,  —  ir 

Majority,  50 

NEWSPAPER    ADDITIONAL    DUTY. 

Tlie  Committee  came  next  to  confider  that  part  of  the  bill 
which  refpe<^ed  newfpapers,  and  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Kofe» 
that  three  half-pence  additional  duty  be  impofed  upon  each 
paper, 

Mr.  Hohhoufe  rofe  to  oppofe  this  claufe.  He  lamented  mod. 
Cncerely  Mr.  Sheridan's  abfence ;  but  he  could  not  help  ftating 
thofe  objet^ions  which  occurred  to  him  againft  this  part  of  the 
bill.  He  confidered  it  as  a  direfi  invafion  upon  the  liberty  of 
the  prefs,  apd  as  brought  forward,  not  in  aid  of  the  revenue, 
but  for  the  purpofe  of  fupprefling  a  very  ufeful  clafs  of  puhlica^ 
tions.  It  was  a  part  of  the  fyftem  upon  which  the  prefent  Mi-* 
nifters  had  unilormly  acted; — In  the  treafon  bill  they  laid  rer^ 
ftri(5lions  upon  writing;  in  the  feditipn  bill  tbey  prohibited 
perfonsfrom  alTembling  to  confer,  together;  aini  now»  hf 
what  was  called  a  tax  bill,  we  were  to  be  cut  piffrom  readiog 
the  very  pfeful  publications  called  newfpapef^r.  .This  was.«he 

ftrongeft 
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ftrongeft  objcAion  againft  the  bill.     It  would,  however,  opc*« 
rate  very  fevercly  againft  a  number  of  individuals.     It  was 
vain  to  expeft  that  th6  circulation  of  ncwfpapei-s  would  not  be 
diminiflied  in  confequence  of  this  addition  to  the  duly.     The. 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  rated  the  produce  of  the  ad- 
ditional tax  of  three  halfpence  at  three-fourths  of  the  former 
duty  of  two  pence,  not  making  allowance  for  the  lofs  of  the 
fale  of  a  fingle  paper.     He  v/ould  find,  however,  that  people 
who  ufed  to  take  in  a  paper  by  therafelves,  would  now  enter  into 
partnerfhip,  and  that  inftead  of  taking  a  paper  every  day,  would 
be  contented  with  one  three  times  a  week.     He  was  furptiied 
that  ever  it  fliould  have  been  held  out  as  a  fouree  of  revenue, 
Befides,  as  an  additional  capital  would  be  neceflRiry  for  the 
newfpaper  vender,  either  fome  allowance  mud  be  made-  to, 
him,  or  he  mud  raife  the  price  of  hispaner.     As  to  the  addi- 
tioaai  duty,  on  advertifements,  he  was  of  opinion,  diaA  inftead^ 
of  being  produdtive,  it  would  prove  injurious  to  the  revenue*! 
The  advertifers  were  moftly  Bookfellers  or  venders  xA  qtiack 
medicines.     In  confequence  qf  the   additional  impofts  tbey*i 
vvould  advertife  lels  frequently,  and  fell  fewer  of  ilwrir  goodat? 
fo  that  the  revenue  would  thus  lofe  two  ways.     It  wottld  Ibfc: 
the  duty  on  the  advertifements,  and  it  would  lofe  the  duty  alfo 
upon  the  paper  on  which  books  are  publifhed,  and  upon  the 
medicines  which  are  fold.     Ujxjn  tbefe  grounds  he  hoped  that 
the  Houfe  would  agree  with  him  in  thinking  that  they  ought 
not  to  entertain  the  prefcntbill. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  that  as  it  was  not  ne- 
oeflary  to  touch  on  thofe  political  meafures  to  which  the  ho- 
nourable Gentleman  had  alluded,  the  queftion  appeared  (imply 
to  be,  whether  the  article  under  conlideration  was  able  to  bear 
the  additional  tax  which  was  propofed  to  be  laid  on  it.  When 
he  confidcrcd  the  incrcaled  circulation  of  newfpapcrs,  one 
could  hardly  find,  in  bis  opinion,  a  more  juft  and  proper  fub- 
jcSt  for  taxation.  An  allovvance  was  certainly  intended  to  be 
made  both  to  the  proprietors  and  venders  of  newfpapers,  and  he 
would  ftatc  what  that  allowance  was.  It  was  undeniable,  that 
an  addition  of  capital  would,  in  confequence  of  the  duty,  be 
neceffary.  And  it  was  found  rcquifitc  to  take  into  con fi dera- 
tion what  degree  of  increafed  charge  or  expence  might  be 
brought  on  the  proprietors  and  venders,  as  well  as  what  allow- 
ance might  be  reafonably  made  fo  as  to  leave  to  them  the  fame 
profits  as  before,  without  giving  them  a  pretence  to  raife  the 
price  of  the  article  on  their  cuffomers.  It  was  not  to  be  ex- 
pend, thj;!  the  rate  of  difcount  which  it  was  propofed,  after 

3  O  2  every 
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every  poffiblc  enquiry,  to  be  made  to  them  (hould  fatisfy  them 
all,  nor  would  he  undertake  to  fay  that  it  would  fatisfy  anv  of 
tbein*  But  there  was  no  rcafon  to  fup'^ofe  that  there  would 
not  be  as  great  a  profit  left  both  to  the  proprietors  and  venders 
jor  their  capital  as  before  by  makirg  the  rate  of  difcount  be 
tween  them  equal  to  i6  percent,  or  tlie  whole  duty.  With 
icfpe£^  to  an  J  calculation  as  to  the  probable  decrea'e  cf  the  fale 
of  newfpapers,  he  could  by  no  means  aumit  that  as  a  principle 
by  which  thcCommitte  were  :o  regulate  their  opinion,  for  if  once 
admitted^  it  might  with  equal  propriety  apply  to  every  other 
article  of  ti^xaiion  in  the  Excife  or  Cuftoms.  He  however  be- 
Jieved)  that  the  falc  of  newfpapers  would  not  decrcafe,  3^  the 
defire  to  pcrufe  tliera  was  becoming  every  day  more  eager  and 
univerfal.  . 

Mr.  W.  Smith  underftood  that  the  cafe  of  the  London  and 
of  the  coontry  newfpapers  was  very  different,  and  that  the  pre- 
feot  bill  would  prove  ruinoos.  to  the  latter.  He  reminded  the 
Houfc  that  newfpapers  wese  not  like  any  other  ohjeft  of  taxa- 
tion.. Whatever  aft'e<3ed  the  independence  of  newfpapers,  af- 
fedied  the  Cofi/iitutiofiai  iniGVcOiS  of  the  public.  It  was  peifeA- 
]j  notorious,  that  under  every  adminiftratibn  there  were  cer- 
tain newfpapers  penfioned  by  the  Government.  But  if  a  man, 
by  the  fair  profi.ts  of  a  newfpapcr,  realized  loool.  a  year,  or 
more,  he  would  look  with  the  greater  indifference  on  500I. 
whereas  if  he  were  reduced  to  the  brink  of  ruin,  fuch  an  offer 
would  be  gladly  accepted.  The  prefent  tax  in  its  confequenccs 
therefore  tended  to  put  every  newfpaper  in  the  kingdom  in  the 
power  of  Adminiftration,  by  making  them  purchafable  at  a  low 
price.  Upon  thcfe  general  erounds,  tis  well  as  from  its  injuri- 
ous operation  upon  individuals,  he  oppofed  the  bill. 

Mr.  Hobhou/e  faid  he  under Oood  that  credit  was  fometimes 
^iven  by  the  proprietois  of  newfpapers.  The  oroprietors  of 
newfpapers  who  were  likewife  the  venders  did  give  credit,  and 
that  to  a  confidcrable  amount. 

Mr.  Hc/e  faid  it  w.as  true  that  the  proprietors  of  country 
newfpapers  were  likewife  the  venders.  What  was  the  opinion* 
of  the  country  proprietors  wis  not  known  from  themfelves,  but 
from  a  perfon  in  London,  who  was  agent  for  mofV  of  them,  his 
Mj^jefly's  Minifters  were  informed  that  they  were  perfefliy 
well  fatisfied.  At  prefent  the  proprietors  of  newfpapers  were 
allowed  a  difcount  of  4  per  cent  for*  various  charges.  For  the 
new  duty  it  was  calculated  that  9  per  cent  woijd  cover  any 
additional  expence  or  diminution  of  profit,  which  made  13  per 
rent,   bclidcs  which,  there  was  3  per  cent,   more  allowed, 

which. 
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which,  fuppofing  their  fale  to  be  the  fame,  would  be  a  profit  of 
3  per  cent,  on  the  duty. 

The  Cornmitlce  then  divided, 

jlyesy  (For  the  claufe)  —  60 

No€S^  (Again ft  it)  ,         —  lO 

Majority^  50 

The  Committee  then  went  through  the  different  claufes  of 
the  bill 

A  claufe  was  brought  up  fo  allow  a  difcount  of  16  percent, 
in  lieu  of  all  difcount  now  given  to  thofc  who  (hoald  not  raifc 
the  price  of  the  newTpaper  more  than  the  amount  of  the  duty. 

Another  claui'c  to  allow  the  difcount  to  thofe  who,  within 
the  fpace  of  three  calendar  months,  had  not  raifed  the  price  of 
their  paper,  and  who  fhould  not  take  more  than  the  amount  of 
the  duty. 

A  claufe  was  brought  up  to  allow  four  per  cent,  to  thofc 
who  fliould  raife  the  price  of  their  papers  in  a  greater  propor- 
tion than  the  amount  of  the  duty. 

A  claufe  was  brought  up  requiring  different  (lamps  to  be 
ufed  by  thofe  who  only  raifed  their  paper  the  amount  of  the 
duty,  and  took  the  difcount  of  16  per  cent,  and  thofe  who  took 
only  four  and  raifed  the  price  in  a  greater  proportion. 

Thefc  claufes  were  agreed  to,  the  Houfe  was  refumed,  and 
the  report  ordered  to  be  received  to-morrow. 

The  Ploufe  went  through  the  Committee  on  the  Scots'  Mi- 
litia bill.     Adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 
Thursday,  June  15. 
Examined  witncfles  in  Teaft*s  divorce  bill. 
Read  the  bills  on   the  table  in  their  different  ftigcs.*—Ad* 
journcd. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Thursday^  June  15. 

The  bill  for  better  regulating  the  aflize  of  bre^d  ia  tlie  city 
o*"  London  and  the  weekly  bills  of  mortality  wa$  read  a  third 
time,  and  pafled,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Alderman  Anderfon. 

The  Comiiiittee  of  the  ivhole  Houfe  on  the  Scots'  Diftillery 
biU  was  deferred  to  Monday.  As  was  alfo  that  upon  the  Have 
carrying  bill  till  the  next  day.  •  • 

The  bill  for  general  inclofufe  of  wafte  lands  by  agreement, 

&c. 
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&fc,  pafled  the  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfc,  anJ  the  report 
was  ordered  to  be  received  the  next  day,  upon  the  motion  of 
Sir  John  Sinclair. 

Agreed  to  go  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe  oa 
Monday  on  expiring  Jaws. 

The  Corporation  Caufcs  bill  was  ordered  to  be  fubmitted  to 
the  further  confideration  of  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe 
on  Monday,  on  the  motif  n  of  Mr.  P.  Coke. 

GAME   LAWS, 

Mr.  yoltijfe^  purfuanl  to  the  notice  he  had  given,  faid,  he  , 
had  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  to  tlic  prefent  law  re- 
fpcdling  the  commencement  of  partridge  (hooting.  His  objed 
was  to  allow  Gentlemen  to  take  tl)nt  amufemcnt  upon  their 
own  cflates  at  any  time  between  the.firft  and  the  fourteenth 
of  September,  and  by  the  coi.fent  of  their  tenants^  or  other 
occupiers,  on  other  grounds  in  the  fame  manner.  He  there- 
fore moved,  *rhat  the  laft  A&  of  Parliament  that  pailed  upon 
that  fubjedl  be  read,  which  being  done,  he  movt-d,  That  lea^ 
be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  explain  and  amend  the  faid  a£k. 

Mr.  IVigky  thought  that  the  meafure  which  was  now  pro- 
pofed  might  become  very  injurious  to  corn,  a  confiderat»on 
which  he  thought  of  was  more  importance  than  that  of  the 
amufement  of  any  cla(s  of  perfons,  and  therefore  he  oppofed 
the  motion. 

The  queftion  was  put  and  negatived. 

Mr.  Hobart  brought  up  the  report  of  the  New  Stamp  Daty 
bill.  The  amendments  made  in  the  Committee  were  all  read; 
agreed  to,  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  next 
day,  if  then  engrofTed. 

BANK   OF    ENGLAND. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  moved,  That  his  letter  to 
the  Bank  Directors  on  the  i2ih  inft.  and  their  anCwer  on  the 
13th,  be  Jaid  before  the  Houfe. — Ordered. 

They  were  produced  immediately.  The  fubftance  of  the 
former  was,  that  in  the  Minifter's  opinion  it  was  not  expedient, 
under  all  the  circumflances;  that  the  Bank  flhould  rctumc  its 
payments  in  fpecie  on  the  24th  inft.  the  period  fpecificd  in  the 
late  h&  of  Parliament,  1  he  latter  expicffed  the  accjuiefcence 
of  the  Bank  DiredJors  to  the  opinion  of  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  then  moved  that  tlic  aft  of 
this  fcflTion  of  Parliament  founded  on  the  Order  in  Council 
of  the  26th  of  February  be  read,  which  being  done. 

He  ftated,^  that  as  the  period  was  now  neatly  clapfed  which 

prohibited 
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prohibited  the  Baivk  paying  in  fpecic,  it  became  neceflairy  tQ 
confidcr  the  probable  cScGt  of  fufFcring  the  prohibition  to  exr 
ptre;  and  although  it  was  extremely  defirabl/e  tliat  the  .Bank 
fliould  refume  its  ufual  operations,  and  although  be  had  great 
fatisfa£iion  in  finding  that  fo  much  difficjaity  as  might  have 
been  expected  to  arife  from  the  fufpenfion  of  the  ordinary  func- 
tions of  the  bank,  they  were  by  no  means  fo  great  as  had  been 
predicted  by  fora^,  yet  he  thought  the  reftridtioa  having  taken 
place,  it  required  more  than  ufual  circumfpedlion  and  caution 
in  taking  it  off,  and  Parliament  Ihould  take  care  that  the  Bank 
{hould  not  be  placed  in  a  ftate  of  new  hazard,  unlefs  they  had 
a  clear  and  confident  opinion  it  would  be  perfeflly  fafe  for 
the  Bank  to  refume  its  ufual  mode  of  paying  on  the  day  now 
left  ope!>  for  that  pur^wfe.  He  thought  it  would  not,  under 
all  the  circuraftances,  be  prudent  to  allow  the  Bank  to  do  fo. 
He  had  dated  this  to  be  his  opinion  in  his  communication  to 
the  Bank  Directors,  and  they  had  concurred  in  that  opinion, 
but  he  wiihed  tliat  if  any  meafure  was  adopted  for  continuing 
the  rcftrictioni  it  ihould  be  fubjeft  to  fuch  modilications  as 
might  enable  them  to  refume  their  payments,  when,  upon  full 
examination  of  the  matter  it  might  be  thought  prudent  to  do  (q» 
He  did  not  think  it  neceflary  to  enter  into  any  detail  at  pre- 
fect :  that  ought  to  be  refer ved  for  a  period  after  the  introduc- 
tion of  the  bill  which  he  (hould  move  for  leave  to  bring  in. 
The  reafon  which  tlie  Committee  had  for  not  reporting  the 
given  quantity  of  cafh  and  bullion  in  the  Bank,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  reftri6tion,  afforded  to  the  Houfe  a  fufBclent 
excufe  on  his  part,  for  not  entering  into  any  diftinft  ftatemcnt 
upon  that  fubjofit.  He  had,  however,  the  fatisfaftion  to  fay, 
that,  under  all  the  circumftances,  although  he  did  not  think 
it  prudent  that  the  reftriftion  ihould  ceafe  on  the  24th,  yet 
there  was  in  the  affairs  of  the  Bank,  with  regard  to  tlie  means 
of  payment  in  cafh,  an  improvement  that  was  highly  confoling^ 
and  that  the  apprehenfion  of  their  not  recovering  their  ability 
to  pay  in  the  accuftomcd  manner,  was  greatly  exaggerated 
when  the  fubjeft  came  firft  before  the  Houfe.  The  Houfe, 
he  was  confident,  would  now  fee  the  reafon  why  he  did  not 
now  enter  into  particulars.  He  then  moved,  That  leave  be 
given  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  continue  for  a  time  to  be  limited, 
the  faid  a<ft,  under  certain  regulations  and  reftricSions. 

Mr.  ff^.  Smith  faid,  he  did  not  mean  to  oppofe  the  prefent 
motion.  He  had  only  to  obferve  that  all  thofe  who  thought 
properly  upon  this  fubjeft  could  not  expert  all  the  difficulty 
of  it  to  be  felt  immediately,  becaufe  the  facility  of  the  moment 

to 
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to  iffue  paper  was  great.  This  itieafure  he  believed  to  be  no 
furprife  upon  any  body  in  that  Houfe,  for  there  wai  hardly 
»ny  body  who  really  expedied  that  the  Bank  would  'Open  its 
payments  in  caih  on  the  ?4th  o^Jupe,  1797. 

Mr.  Hi(//ey  withed  lo  know  whether  ihe  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  could  not  give  lo  the  Houfc  lomc  account  of  the 
fituation  of  the  Bank  no\v  as  compared  w^ith  its  Situation  at  the 
tinac  when  thcreftri^ion  was  laid  on  ?  The  public,  at  prefent, 
had  only  the  opinion  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  rela- 
tive to  the  neceffity  of  continuing  the  redriftion.  They 
know  nothing  of  the  amount,  of  the  nature  of  the  difcounts  of 
the  Bank,  fupplled  with  paper  in  the  lieu  of  cafh.  The  pub- 
lic knew  not  what  calls  might  be  made  on  the  Bank  for  cifh 
when  they  were  allowed  to  open,  and  allowing  the  Bank  to  go 
on  to  an  unlimited  amount,  appeared  to  him '  to  be  a  thing 
which  might  have  ^IxDUt  it  a  degree  of  hazard  which  the  pub- 
lic were  not  aware  of. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  he  was  able  toftatc,  as 
far  as  his  knowledge  of  the  fadl  extended,  that  the  comparative 
iituation  of  the  Bank  upon  the  whole,  with  reference  to  Bank 
notes  and  bullion,  was  very  confiderably  improved.  The  dif- 
counts  of  the  Bank,  and  the  iflue  of  paper,  although  liberal  and 
equal  to  the  exigency  of  commerce,  were  by  no  means  unlimit- 
ed, or  unqualified.  Nothing  had  iffued  but  upon  a  folid  and 
correfponding  capital.  He  was  anxious  to  come  to  the  termi- 
nation of  the  rcftridtibn,  but  although  that  could  not  be  on  the 
day  appointed,  yet  it  was  a  fatisfadtion  to  the  public  to  find 
that  the  inconvenience  of  the  meafure  was  much  Icfs  than 
had  been  foretold.  Indeed  the  confeqoenccs  of  the  meafure 
had  been  the  reverfe  of  what  had  been  ibrctold  by  its  oppo- 
nents. 

Mr.  HuJJey  faid,  he  thought  he  underdood  the  Cfiancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  and  he  wiihed  to  underftand  him.  Bat  he 
had  not  dared  on  what  documents  he  formed  bis  opinion. 
What  proof  had  he  to  enable  him  to  judge  of  the  quantity  of 
dtfcounts  lately  made  by  the  Bank. 

The  Chancellor  of  thg  Exchequer  (xiA^  xh^X  certainly  he  had 
no  official  documents  of  the  outftanding  difcounts  of  the  bank^. 
nor  of  the  bills  of  the  Bank,  but  he  had  (een  a  ftalementoil 
which  he  thought  he  could  fafeiy  form  aji  opinion  upon  the 
points  to  whid)  he  had  already  fpoken. 

Mr  S.  T^prnton  faid,  he  had  no  objeSion  to  inforcn  the 
Houfe  how  the  matter  flood  with  regard  to  dVftour>ts  and  the 
{laper  of  the  Bank.     The  faA  wai,  that  the  Banki^ad  been 

extremely 
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extremely  guarded  in  the  iffue  of  its  paper,  and  it  did  not 
now  amount  to  more  than  the  utual  average  for  fome  years 
paft-. 

The  qucflion  was  then  put  and  carried. 

FORESTALLING  AND  REGRATING.  ^ 

Mr.  Secretary  Dundas  faid,  it  was  proper  that  he  fhould 
give  notice  that  next  day  he  (hould  call  for  the  very  fcriou^ 
attention  of  the  Houfc  (which  he  hoped  would  nor  be  thin) 
to  the  bill  which  was  now  before  it,  and  which  was  matter 
of  great  importance^  he  meant  the  biH  for  foreftalling  live 
cattle^  He  meant  to  contend  that  the  Houfe  ihould  beware 
of  the  probable  ill  effeSs  of  altering  alaw  that  had  novir  ftood 
upwards  of  20  years*   " 

Mr.  Burdon  gave  notice  that  on  Monday  he  would,  inove 
for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  revive  certain  regulations  rclar 
tive  to  the  retraining  the  negociation  of  Ban^  notes., 

Adjourned.  ^ 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS.      • 
Friday,  June  16. 

A  new  writ  was  ordered  for  the  county  of  ^uckingham^ 
in  the  room  of  the  hon.  James  Grenville,  who  has  accepted 
of  the  chiltern  hundreds. 

The  Committee  on  the  bill  to  prevent  the  foreftalling  of 
liv^  Cattle,  was  podponed  till  Thurfday. 

The  order  of  the  day  for  the  fecond  reading  of  a  bill  t» 
repeal  fo  much  of  an  ad  of  George  II.  as  makes  negroes  real 
alTets  for  the  payment  of  debts,  being  read, 

Mr.  B..  Edtva  ds  explained  the  principle  of  the  bill. 
Every  humane  miod  mud  fltiidder  at  the  idea  of  putting  up 
human  beings  to  fale  like  cattle,  for  the  payment  of  debts. 
Yet  this  pradice ''prevailed  very  generally  in  the  iiland  «|f 
Jamaica.  The  cruelty  of  the  pradice  was  revolting.  After 
the  fnfferings  the  negro  had  encountered  on  his  firil  leaving 
his  native  country,  on  the  middle  paflage  ;  after  having,  by 
his  induftty,  railed  a  little  money  of  his  own,  to  be  taken 
and  fotd,  perhaps  to  be  fent  to  the  mines  of  Mexico,  was  a 
mod  fevere  arid  dreadful  lot.  To  remedy  this  evil,  the 
prefent  bill  was  intended,  and  he  was  convinced  that  the  ex- 
ample of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  repealing  the  part  of  the 
?d  to  Vhicti  the  bill  alluded,  would  pave  the  way  for  thfe 
repeal  of  the  Colonial  laws  on  the  fiibjed,  and  ultimately  to 
Vol-  III.  1797.  3  P  the 
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thi^.rUtt«r<€Xt.m^ioD  o|^  itti^  prafiice.     He  concluded  with 
SQ&vtng  't]iat  the  bill  be  now  reaul  a  fecond  time. 

It  wai  accordinsly  read)  and  ordered  to  be  committed. 
^  Mr.  Huffij  aflced.the  QhUHflkr  of  the  Exchequer^  when  he 
intended -to  briug  forward  the  Turnpike  and  the  Inland  Na> 
vt^Ation  taxei? 

ihe  ChaffCiUar  of  thf  Exch'iquer  faid,  that  various  and  ex- 
tenfive  communications  had  been  made  upon  thefe  fubjeds, 
and  after  every  neceflary  infornfuttion  was  obtained  to  enable 
him  to  makeup  his  mind  finally,  he  ihouid  grve  notice  of 
the  rpcciBc  day  when  the  difcuiSoa  would  be  brought  for- 
ward. ..  ^,.  .,- 
^The  SU^'C^rying  .bill  was  put  off  till  TueMay. 

;  '•    SCOTCH  DISTILLERIILS.    .  / 

*riTt  W^jife  then  rcTolved  Itfelf  into  a  Comnutteecrf  Ways 
pnd  MeansV'"Nir.  //^^^r/  in  the  chair, 

T\tt^Cydneeiior  of  the  Exchequer  rofe  to  make  a  propoflil  to 
the  Cqaunittee,  to  levy  a  duty  of  61.  ids.  per  gallbh  upon 
the  dimlleries  in  the  Highlands  of  Scotland^   which,  adcksd' 
to  the  til.,  los.  hbw  raiftd,  would  make  a  fum  total  trf  9I:  • 
pet  gallon  ^uty  lipon  every  dill  in  that  part  of  the  kingdoni*  ~ 
To  this  addition,  he  truftcd,  there  could  be  no  great  objec- 
tion, fince,  even  with  that,  the  diftilleries  in  the  Highlands 
woftM -bear  feuf  a 'fmall  proportion  in  their  contribmioii  to 
the  revenue  with  the  diftilleries  in  the  Lowlands,  which  are 
rac6d  at  no  lefs  a  fum  than  54.I.  per  gallon.     The, general  * 
princfple  upon  which    this    diflPerence  had   hitherto   been  ' 
fonndeti,  was  a  reprefentation  that  the  ilills  ta  the  Low- 
lands were'  much'  larger  than  thofe  ufed  in  the  Highlattds^ 
and  a  cheapnefs  and  goodnefs  in  the  articles,  which  being  * 
taken  on  fo  large  a  fcalc,  compenfated  fully  for4t.    He  was 
not  capable  of  forming. a  precife  idea  what  difference  there 
ou^ht  to  be  in  the  duty  for  this  difference  in  the  diftilleiiesy 
and  therefoiFe  he  (hould  propofe  the  prefent  duty  for  a  ftort 
time  only,  in  order  to  invcftieate  what  duties  rhe  difttllerfe^  \ 
in  the  Highlands  will  bear*    In  refpeft  to  altering  the  line  * 
of  demarcation  between  the  Lowlands  and  the  HigtilandSy 
hetfufted  he  ihouid  alfo  bejuUified,  flnceit  was  a  well- 
known  faS,  that  where  the  country  was  not  barren,  ak»l 
where  it  was  an  eafy  matter  to  procure  grain  at  a  reafpAa^* 
price,  and  afterwards  difpofe  ot  the  artic1e>  at^an  enoitnoib 
profit,  according  to  the  prcfcnt  Hac  of  dtfniar6ition,' nij^  " 

-—  ftaCtS'^ 
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places  were  exempt.    As  there  #iduM  5e  lbmi^^i1l(^lljitJ. 
however,  attending  an  alteratton  of  tMs  hatUrcj*  tothcw^ 

'  precifcly  where  the  burden  ought^t6'fa!1,'aod  yvKtiiffoiia^t 
not,  he  fhould  propofe  to  make  ftK^h 'places  arWete^K^- 
merly  withia  the  old  boundary^  and  by  an  aiteration^m^Q^^^ 

.be  now  included  in  the  new,  an  intermediate  dit^d^f/ (w- ' 
jed.to  particalai  regulations.     Hb  faid,  he  had  the  fatisfac-, 
tion  of  knowing  tlmt  no  matei^ial  objedioii  had  been  giveii  J 
to  the(e  OQbeafurea  by  any  of  the  parties  concerned ;  and  con-  ' 
cUided  by  moving,,  thait  it* was  the  refolution  of  the<]!omixiit- 
tee»  towards  raiding  the  fup^y  to  be  g'^anted  t6'tiis  Maj^fty,  , 
that  a  fum  of  6L  los.  per  gallon  over  and  above  the  duties 
now  levied,  Chould  be  raifed  upon  eveiy  ftill  bfecf  Hi(  Ihat  part 
of  the  kingdom  called  the  Highlands  of  Scotland. 

Sir /f^.  Pu/Z/iffy  contended  that  equality  of  if^^f^OfjkM 
over  thb  ooiiotry,  both  in  England  and  Scotland,  eipeqiaUyoai 
fpirits,  ought  to  be  eftablifhed,  and  this  he  w^s  CQnvi^ped 
would  conduce  to  the  intereft  of  the  whole.  •:  rr  *• 

Mr,  M'D  fiTtfV  faid,  that  if  the  dgry  was  not  impofed  \n  & 
niych  higher  de^e  than  it  now  was  payable  upon  ,the- . 
Highland  Diftilleries,  the  Diftillers  of  the  Lowlands  could, 
not  go  on»  and  that  next  year  no  licences  would  be  taken 
out  but  for  the  Highland  diftrifts,  which  would  occafion 
a  lofs  to  the  revenue  of  more  than  49o>oool.  per  a^miim* 
Great  quantities  of  fpirits  were  ftnuggled  from  the  Highlands 
into  the  Lowlands.  This  was  evident  from  the  confidpn^iq^ 
that  though  the  large  towns  and  the  principal  population  were 
in  the  Low  Countries,  the  contents  of  the  (tills  were  lo^poo 
gallons  for  the  Highlands,  and  6,000  for  the  LovvIand$*.  It 
was  (aid  tJiai  the  faving  of  laboiir,  &c.  on  the  large  flills,  en-, 
abied  them  to  pay  more  duty  than  the  fmall  ones.  He'haj  ctJ- 
quired  into  the  fubjeft,  however,  and  had  converfed  vyU))  two  . 
very  eminent  diftiUers,  Mr.  Langdale  and  Mr.  Liptrap ;  the 
former  had  in£)inned  him,  that  five  (litis  of  40  gallons;  woyld 
da  2^  much  iti  94  hours  as  one  of  2od  gallons.  Mr.'Liptrap\ 
thopgtu  that  tt^  ftill  of  200  gaiiogs  woifld  do  fi^llv^^S  much, 
from  which  it  appeartd,  that  there  was  no  reafoh  for  the  dif- 
ference of  d<ity»  He  therefore  propofed,  "that  (nftcad  of  Ci}i 
pounds  ten  {billings  additional,  it  (hould  be  nine  pounds.  This, 
however,  he  ihould  not  prefs  at  pr«fent.  Heliad  underdood 
that  the  bufuiefs  was. not  to  have  cMlft;  on  till  Monday^ 

'X^cChancelkr  of  the  Exchequer  biiA^  that  Mondaf  w:h  the 
day  for  the  difcufliion  of  the  meafure,  but  it  was  neceffiry  to^ 
TO^  theiums  in  a  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means« 

3  P  2  After 
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Aftdr  a  few  words  wore  fcoro  Mr*  Jl^.Dowall  and  Sir  ff, 
Puhcnajt  tbe  Rcioiution  was  agreed  to.  The  Houfe  refmncciy 
and  the  Report  ordered  tabe  received  on  Monday. 

BANK   FAYMZIITS. 

The  bill  for  continuing  the  Reftrifkion  on  the  Bank,  was 
brought  up  and  read  a  6rft  time* . 

.  Tne  ChancflUr  of  the  Exibequer  fiud»  dvU  GenUemeo  would 
{ee  that  the  bill  was  the  (ame  as  the  former  one,  wtth  tbe  omtf- 
£on  of  the  claufe  of  Indemnity,  oowiiiiiMC^a£y»aod  che  claule 
impowcring  the  Bank  to  pay  in  .cafli  upon  a  given  notice.  It 
wai  the  wi(h  of  the  Bank  to  be  cmbM  tc^  refiitne  their  pay- 
uients,  binder  certain  reftsi6iioDf»  wilbput  no^ce.  Upon  the 
V^ole^  as  th<f .  difcaSon  l»kcly  to  aa»i(f  on  tho  bill  would  be 
confined  to  tise  nature 'Of  tbe  reftfi&ian^^  sind  t)ie  duration  of 
the  bilf  wotild  take  place  better  in  t^c^  Q>mcaittec9  U  was  his 
^mention,  therefore,  to  move  the  feeoiid  reading  fi^Y»  W&  fix 
^e  Committee  for  Moi«day«  which.ifr^  agreed  lo. 

The  Houfe  went  tbiougb  a«  Committee  on  .thA.  Agnfrtcaa 
TrcatjrBlL 

The]  Army  Extraotdioaries  w^re  d^ei7c4  ^.lyioj^day. 
^^ounied.  .v       • 

HOUSE  OF  LORDSL:       .      /  ., 
.    Monday,  5^w  19;         :  ••  •    • 

SCOTS   APPEAL, 

THE  YOfDCBUlLDIKOS   COMPANY^   VESSUS  JAMCS  BREM- 
N£R,    ISQ^. 

'  Their  iLordfliips  heard  the  Attorney  General  and  Mr.  An- 
ftmther  bn  behalf  of  the  Kefpondent ;  after  which,, 

The  LorJChanccBor  rofe,  ainl  ftated  his  (ehtiipenu  of  tbe 
cafe.  He  concluded  by  nwving,  "  That  the  Appellants  do 
•*  'pay  to  the  Refpondent  the  fum  of  lool,  cods  In  this  cafe.** 
Which  was  ordered  accordingly.  This  decifion  goes  to  affirm 
the  judgment  of  the. Court  of  SefSoo. 

The  varioos  Bills  upon  the  Table  were  forwarded  in  their 
rcfpedlive  ftages:  among  tbcfe  was  thecommito^ent  of  Teaftc*s 
Divorce  Bill)  in  which  a  provifion  was  made  in  the  Bill  Cor 
fettling  an  Annuity  of  150!^  for  tbe  maintenance  of  Mrs, 
Teafle.     The  Bill  was  ordered  to  be  reported. 

THE   SUIIGEOKS'  BiLL^ 

On  the  queftion  for  the  third  leading  of  tbi^fiiUt  counfet 
were  ordered  to  the  heard,  ^n  which,    . 

Mr.  Plomer  was  heard  as  Counfel  for  the  Petitioners  agaioA 
the  Surgeons'  Corporation  Bill.     He  ftated,  that  the  number 
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of  Petitioners  agaiiiift  the  Bill  amounted  to  27S  ;  that  this  Bill 
had  been  clandetVincly  introduced  at  the  in(Vance  of  1 1 -perfons, 
and  without  the  con  fen  t  or  knowletlga  of  the  |3Qrttet  hniDe- 
diately  interefted ;  :ind  that,  in  the  prefent  tnftance^  every  rule 
of  the  Houfe  refpe^ling  private  bills  l)ad  been  violated.  This 
Bill  SiSk&td  the  tntereft  and  pnroperty  of  above  500  individuals, 
and  had  been  introduced  into  Parliament  by  1 1  pcrfons,  with* 
out  any  previous  ndtke  being  given  to  the  Members  of  tbcCor- 
poration.  He  ftated,  that  the  Bill  had  been  introduced  by  a 
few  ptrfbns  in  confequence  of  the  impiovidcnt  fale  of  eftates 
belonging  to  the  Company,  and  the  purchafe  of  houfes.  Bf 
this  ^11,  all  the  concents  of  the  Corporation  would  be  laid 
prodrate  at  the  feet  of  21  perfons,  who  were  alio  empowered 
to  put  an  abfolute  negative  upon  any  one  prj£liiing:Surgery 
within  tfn  (tnftcad  of  the  fornaerrnnits<of  iev,cn)  mile^of  Lon- 
don, under' the  penalty  of  lol.  per  montbi  ^wirt^ou^t  they  fub- 
mitted  to  become  Members  of  this  Corporat>of)^othcrwire  they 
wer^  to  be  excluded  from  the  pra<5^ice  of  Surgftryt- whatever 
their  abilities  might  be.  Experienac,  he  faUl,  hpi  cq^emned 
the  pradlice  now  propofed  to  be  adopted ;  he  referred ,  (o  tho 
roal  admintftration  of  the  affairs  of  the  Company  by  f^e  Cor- 
poration. From  the  year  1745,  it  had  been  in  llic  receipt  of 
a  revenue  exceeding  So^oool.  whild  they  had  promoted  no 
public  inftitutJon  for  the  promotion  of  Surgical  Science,  or  for 
the  benefit  of  the  Corporation  i  wlulfl  above  16  oool.  of  that 
money  had  been  put  into  the  pockets  of  individuals,  and  the 
r^d  diffipated  in  public  dinners ;  one  Gentleman  (Mr.  Gun- 
ning) had  dated  that  he  had  -faved  the  Company  above  170L 
per  annum  in  the  article  of  dinners.  Tlie  Counfcl  confidcreJ 
it  as  refle£ting  difgrace  on  that  learned  body,  that  tliey  had  a 
theatre  without  Ledures,  and  a  Library  without  boolcs. 

The  Bidiop  of  Rochefter  here  called  to  order.  Ho  thought 
the  learned  Counfcl  was  confuming  the  time  ot  the  Houfe  by 

S'ng  ov^er  the  fame  ground  which  had  been  trodden  in  the 
mmittee ;  and  he  propofed  that  the  Counlel  diould  be  re- 
drained  to  bring  forward  new  arguments^ 

The  LordCbancellwr  faid,  that  the  Counfol  ftjould  be  fuffer* 
cd  to  proceed';  it  was  cafy  to  obje£t  fjenerally  to  certain  defcrip- 
tions  of  oratory ;  but  it  would  be  found  very  hard  to  reduce 
fuch  objeftions  to  a  proportion.  The  reverend  Prelate  had 
made  no  motion  refpedling  the  indruftions  to  be  given  to 
Counfel ;  and  he  mud  proceed  of  courfe.  Add  to  this,  there 
were  many  Peers^  in  the  Houfe,  who  did  r>ot  aitend  the 
Committee;  the  matter  was  therefore  new  to  them.     The 

mittci; 
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Hqufe  were  ,to  confif^cr  the.  principle  of  thfrBilL  -•  The  C3<^- 
mutee  could    only  .inyeftig^tQ  its    detaUs.:    It  was   their 
Lordfhips  duty  to  hear  thd  Coun^iel ;  and  he  never  knew  a 
meafure  which  called  niore4oud]y  for  reprehenfion  than  that 
at  prefent  in  quedion.     It  demanded  a  repetition  of  objec- 
tions to  tt^  however  they  might  be  grating  to  ears  of  forae  in- 
dividual^;. 

The  Btfhop  of  Ro.hefter  faid  a  few  words  in  (tipport  of-  tht 
objcdton  he  had  before  urged  to  the  hearing' Coimfel. 

Lord  Thurlow  ftrenuoufly  fupported  his  arguments  in  fa- 
vour of  the  Counfel's  proceeding.     He  then  adverted^ to  the 
biH — raid  it  wa^  one  of  the  greateft  importance^  and  attacked 
not  only  the  Hghts,  but  the  property,  of  a  great  body  of  i^ 
dividuals — it  Went  to  veft  the  whole  power  of  a  very  xcfpeAi^ 
able  C^TpriPatltin,  in  perpetuity,  in  the  hands  of  a  fetir' per^ 
fons  ;  and  a  great  number  of  praditiouers  were,  by  the  bill, 
propofcd  to' be  admitted  into  the  Corporation  only  for  the 
purpofc  of  giving  the  few  the  more  power  to  cruih  them 
untferfoot,  which  could  not  be  fo  conveniently  done  under 
the  ^xifting  regulations. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  was  of  opinion,  that  as  the "ptwdefl-- 
!ngs  then  ftood,  the  Counfel  (hould  be. heard.  .  ••»- 

Mr.  Ptomer  was  then  called  in,  and  proceeded  at  foitfe  U^ 
ther  length  his  arguments  againd  the  bill.  When  their  Ixk^- 
Ihips  (as  we  could  underftand)  adjourned  the  farther  hekritlg^  - 
tiHThurfday.  .....  ..'^  ^' 

The  Royal  Aflent  was  given  by  /commiffion  to  the  Loyalty 
Loan  Subfcribcrs,  the  Levant  Trade  ReftriSiDn,  the  Qoxfk^  ,, 
Importation,  the  Debtors  Relief,  ^commonly  kndwil  by  thfc  »i 
appellation  of  the  "  Lord's  aft")  bills  \  alfo/toihe  Rat^fgate^ 
Harl>our  bill,  and  to  twenty  other  bills  of  a  local  or  privdt^  ^ 
defcription. 

The  Comtniffioners  on  thisoccafion  were,  the  Lcr J  Chtm^. 
cellory  Marquis  Conrwallis,  and  £arl  spencer. 

ADDITIONAL    DUTIES  OK  NtlVSPAPERS.  ,   . 

After  their  Lordfliips  had  wafted  fome  time,  Mr,  Hohari 
prefented  from  the  Houfe  of  Commons  the  bill  for  gilmting 
to  his  MajeAy  certain   additional   Stamp   Duties    (among 
which  the  above  are  included).    The  bill  was  forthwith  read    : 
a  tirfl  time,  and  at  fcven  o'clock  the  Houfe  adjourned. 

HOUSE 
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HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Monday,  yune  19. 

BANK  RESTRICTION  BILL. 
The  Chancellor  ^f  the  Exchequer  moved  thp  order  of  the  day 
on  the  bill  for  continuing  the  reftridion  on  the  Bank  of 
England  relative  to  the  payment  in  ca(h,  &c. 

The  Houfeconfeqiiently  went  into  a  Committee  upon  the 
bill.  :.     : 

T.hw  Ch&vrellcr  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  that  the  blanks  in  the 
prefentwerfliito  be  filled  up  as  they  were  in  the  former  bill, 
and.  theonly  qiieftion  was,  that  of  the  duration, of  the  reftric- 
tion»'  Tihf&he  propofed  to  be  until  the  end  of  one  month- 
aft^f  th€>tofnmencetncnt  o(  the  next  feflion  of  Parilfiment. 
He  (hould  propofe,  however,  a  claufe  by  whj^  .the  Bank 
fliould  have  the  liberty  of  renewing  its  operaiiona  of  pay- 
ment in  cafli  feoner  on  their  giving  a  notice  fp^pH^y^g  the 
delbfiplifmof  the  demand  which  they  were  to  ppy-T-nThey 
would  in  that  notice  ftate  what  dividends,  or  other  do fcripliori 
of  dobt  thpy-flieuld  pay  in  cafh.  This,  he  thought,  was  a 
meafure  that  was  founded  in  policy,  for  it  was  c^lcul<^ted'to 
en;^e'ithe  Bank  to  open  gradually. 

Ihe  qtieftion  was  then  piit,  and  the  blank  filled  up  to  con- 
tinue thfrrcftrtdi  on  for  one  month  after  the  commencement 
of  the  next  fefHon  of  Parliament. 

The  Chwiveltor  of  the  Exchequer  \\\txi  propofed  liis  claufe, 
provtduig  that  it.  (kail  be  lawfiil  for  the  Governor  and  Com^ 
pany  of  tha.Baak  of  England  to  iJuc  caih  out  of  any  calh  ia 
their  difpofiil  in  payment  of  the  whole  or  part  of-uny  debt 
whglever  outllaixliag  againft:  them,  at  any  time  during  the 
continuance  of  the  ad,  on  giving  five  days  notice  to  the 
Speaker  of. the-Houfe  of' Commons,  giving  a  defcripHon  of 
the  debt  which  they  mtend  fo  to  difcharge,  which  noiice  the 
Speaker  of  the  Houfc  of  Commons  ii  to  caufc  to  be  infer  ted 
forthwith  in  the  London  Gazette, 

Mr.Jf^m,  ^fnhh  wittxcd  to  know  whether  it  wa?  meant  to 
give  tathe  Bunk  a  power  of  fciedioa  ai*  to  the  perlons  wliom 
they-were  to' pay  in  cafli  dming  the  continuance  of  this  adl? 
He  Caw  no  gocxirea fon  why  it  llioul.l  be  fo.  . 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  that  the  Bank  would 
not  by  this  claufe  have  the  power  of  fclcfling  any  individuals 
whom  tli^y  Ihould  pay  in  cafli  ;  for  itdiretied,  not  that  they 
(hould  name  any  individuals  whom  they  intended  to  pay, 
but  to  give  a  defcription  of  the  debt  or  dctnauJ  which  they  in- 
tended 
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tended  to  (liTcharge  in  cafh.  The  objed  of  the  claufewas, 
that  the  Bank  fhould  be  enabled  to  open  gradually ;  they 
muA  have  feme  difcretlon  in  doing  fo ;  and  it  could  only  be 
done  by  their  choofing  the  fpecies  of  demand  which  they 
&ou]d  prefer,  and  giving  a  defcription  of  it  in  their  notice. 

Mr.  JVm.  Smith  was  not  yet  facisfied  that  the  operation  of 
this  power  might  not  be  that  of  giving  preference  to  fome 
individuals. 

The  Chancellor  nf  the  Exchequer  faid,  that  he  faw  no  better 
mode  of  allowing  this  power  for  the  Bank  to  open  gradually, 
than  that  which  was  now  propofed.  The  defcription  muft 
be  general  in  its  nature. 

The  queftion  was  then  put,  and  the  claufe  was  agreed  to. 

The  Houfe  being  refumed,  the  report  was  ordered  to  be 
received  the  next  day. 

SCOTCH  DISTILLERIES. 

Mr.  Holart  brought  up  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means* 

I'he  refolution  for  charging  61*  los.  per  gallon  on  the  con- 
tents of  the  Still  in  the  Highlands  of  Scotland,  was  read  and 
agreed  to.  i 

This  refolution  being  referred  again  to  a  Committee  of 
the  whole  Houfe,  a  converfation  took  place  upon  the  fubjefit 
of  diftilleries,  and  the  confumptioa  of  fpirits  among  the 
lower  orders  of  the  people,  and  of  the  produce  to  the  reve- 
nue, &c.  in  which  Mr.  M'Dowall  exprefled  his  decided  dtf- 
approbation  of  the  tendency  of  the  prefent  bill,  and  his  ear- 
ncil  wiflkthat,  after  the  meafurc  ihould  have  gone  through  a 
complete  inveftigation,  the  Highland  and  the  Lowland  Dif- 
ttlieries  might  b-  put  on  a  proper  and  eqoal  footing,  which 
would  greatly  contribute  to  increafe  the  indufiry  of  the  cona- 
try. 

Mr.  Fergvjorjy  Mr.  Frafer^  Sir  Charles  Rofs.  Lord  F.  Camp^ 
belly  and  Mr.  fVllberforce  were  equally  confcious  that  the  bill 
in  queilion  ihotild  be  maturely  confide  red  and.  fully  inveftigat- 
ed,  that  it  might  come  under  difculfion  next  feffion,  after 
gentlemen  had  had  fiitf.cient  time  to  make  up  their  minds  on 
the  fubjcd,  the  prefent  being  only  intended  as  a  temporary 
meafurc. 

Sir  JVm.  Pultetiey  vviflicd  to  know  whether  the  bill  was  to 
be  inveftigated  in  Parliament,  or  by  the  Treafury  Board?  If 
by  the  latter,  they  would  bring  in  a  bill  according  to  their 
own  ideas,  and  all  luveiligation  would  afterwards  be  to  no 
purpofe.    .  The 
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The  Chancellor  9/ the  Exchequer  faid,.that.nothing  had  fallen  ' 
from  him  which  could  authorife  the  honourable  Baronet  to 
fuppofe  that  it  Was  his  wifti  to  furrender  the  rights  of  Parlia- 
ment on  this  or  any  other  fubjei^ ;  all  he  intended  was,  that 
the  article  of  fpirits  fliould  pay  as  high  a  duty  as  it  could  bear ; 
but  hrftit  was  neceflary  to  fix  the  proportion  to  be  paid  by  ftills' 
in  diflerent  parts  of  the  country  and  of  different  defcriptions. 
Nothing,  therefore,  could  prevent  the  honourable  Baronet 
from  moving  for  any  iiiVeftigation  he  (hould  think  proper 
when  the  fubjedl  would  come  before  theHoufenc3ft  feflion. 

It  was  then  agreed  that  the  prefent  bill*  fhould  remain  in 
force  for  one  month  after  the  commencement  of  the  next  fcf- 
llon* 

The  Committee  then  went  through  the  bill,  and  the  report 
was  brdered  to  be  received  on  Thumay.  ' ' 

ADDITIONAL    STAMP-DUTIES. 

The  bill  for  irnpofing  certain  additional  ftamps  on  ncwf- 
papersand  other  articles,  was  read  a  third  time. 

The  qucftion  being  put  that  the  bill  do  pafs,  ■ 

Mr.  Bouvcrle  obferved  that  an  honoorable  Gentleman  had 
fjid,  on  a  fonuer  day,  when  this  fiibjeft  was  before  llie  Houfe» 
that  the  proprietors  of  country  newfpapers  were  fatisfied  with 
this  bill  as  it  Hood.  He  had  Tiid,  that  he  had  received  a  letter 
from  a  perfon  of  the  name  of  Taylor  to  that  e fFcA.  Mr.  Boui 
verie  faid,  that  he  had  received  a  letter  from  one  of  his  confti- 
luents,  who  was  a  proprietor  of  a  very  confidcrablc  country 
nevvfpapcr.  He  was  by  no  means  fatisfied,  nor  was  he  au- 
thoriied  from  any  proprietors  of  ne^Vfpapcrs,  to  fay,  that  they 
were  fatisfied  with  this  bill. 

Mr.  Rofe  faid,  that  he  nc\^er  aflerted,  that  all  the  proprietors 
of  country  newfpapers  Were  fatisfied  with  this  bill,  hut  that  he 
was  informed  by  letter  from  Mr.  Taylor,  who  was  agent  in 
London  for  the  greater  number  of  them,  that  they  were  ge- 
nerally fatisfied. 

Mr.  Bouvcrie  faid,  that  the  proprietors-  of  country  news- 
papers gave  twelve  months*  credit,  and  he  thought  that  fomo 
further  allowance  ought  to  be  made  to  them  on  that  account. 

The  Chancellor  of -the  Exchequer  was.  not  of  that  opinion. 

Mr.  Jckyll  lamented  that  a  fubjedt  of  fo  much  importance 
was  brought  forward  at  fo  late  a  period  of  the  fcflion,.  and  in 
fo  thin  a  Houfe.  He  objeScd  to  the  principle  of  the  hill,  as 
far  as  went  to  tax  newfpapers.  It  went  collaterally  todiminifli 
the  liberty  of  the  prefs,  by  diminilhing  the' means  by  which 
tlie  prefs  was-fupported.     He  was  foiry  that  'the  bill  was  not 

Vol.  III.  1797.  3  Q.  divided 
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divided  into  two  bilk :  that  the  fubjed  of  newfpapers  might  be 
difcufled  feparately  z%  had  been  propofcd  by  an  honourable 
friend  of  his,  (Mr.  Sheridan)  whofe  abfence  tliat  day  he  very 
much  lamented.  A  tax  upon  newfpapers  had  been  called,  by 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  a  tax  on  luxury.  He  owned 
he  did  not  fee  much  luxury  in  thqir  contents  of  late,  unlefs 
accounts  of  public  calamities  and  difafters  could  be  deemed 
fuch.  He  confidered  this  duty  as  a  penalty,  which  would  in 
all  inftances  check,  and  in  fome  prohibit  the  publication  of 
newfpapers,  by  which  the  difFufion^  of  knowledge  would  be 
materiaUy  aoa  injurioufly  prevented.  It  was  true  that  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  ftated,  that  it  would  improve  the 
revenue  ioo,oool.  a  yeatjj  but  he  doubted  whether  it  would 
produce  any  thing,  becaufe  he  believed  that  the  diminution  of 
fale  would  equal  the  increafe  of  the  duty.  For  thefe  reafons, 
although  heftjould  not  have  objefted  to  the  other  provifions  of 
the  bill  had  they  been  feparated,  he  was  under  the  neceility  of 
giving  his  negative  to  this  motion. 

Mr.  Smith  hid f  that  the  objciSlionsof  the  proprietors  of  coun- 
try newfpapers,  to  this  bill,  were  by  no  means  done  away. 

The  quedion  was  then  put,  and  the  bill  paflfed. 

Mr.  Ko/e  brought  up  a  bill  for  impofmg  a  (lamp  duty  upon 
receipts,  for  the  payment  of  money,  for  can  ving  goods  for  hire. 
Read  a  firft,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  fecond  time  the  next  day* 

The  other  orders  of  the  day  were  deferred. 

Adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 
Tuesday,  June  20. 

Heard  ctninfel  on  the  claim  to  the  peerage  of  Glencairn. 

Received  from  the  Commons  the  bill  for  continuing  the 
reftridtion  on  the  Bank  of  England  with  regard  to  their  pay- 
ing in  ca(h,  &c.  and  fome  other  bills,  whicn  were  read  a  tirft 
time.    Adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Tuesday,  June  20. 
Mr.  IJciari  brought  up  the  report  upon  the  bill'  for  conti- 
nuing the  reftridilion  on  the  Bank  of  England  with  regard  to 
their  {nying  in  ca(h,  &c. 

Mr.  Ut^  f{ud,  that  it  appeared  to  him  yefterday  when  this 
bill  was  in  the  comiiiitt^  that  a  claufe  in  it  would  empower 
the  Bank  to  pay  xa  caih,  any  perfon  they  (hould  tliink  proper 

to 
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to  feleft  for  that  purpofc,  who  had  any  juft  demand  upon  - 
them.     He  had  fince  lead  over  the  claufe,  and  he  was  ftill  gf 
of  the  fame  opinion. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid  that,  by  the  daufe  al- 
luded to,  the  Bank  would  have  the  power  of  paying  any  debt 
•without  diftindlion,  that  was,  they  would  be  empowered  to  pay 
in  cafti  any  defcription  of  debt  after  they  had  given  notice  as 
required  by  the  claufe,  but  they  could  not  pay  Banlc^otes,  the 
property  of  any  particular  pcrfon,  at  pleafurc,  unlefs  included 
in  the  dclcnpiion.  They  might  pay  Bank-nptes,  or  they  might 
pay  dividends  in  ca(h.  if  they  paid  Bank-notes,  they  might  do 
fo  to  the  amount,  and  of  the  kind  which  they  fpeci6ed  in  the 
defcription  which  they  were  to  give  in  their  notice.  If  thev 
intendeil  to  pay  dividends,  they  muft  alfo  defcribc  the  nature 
and  ejftent  of  fuca  dividends  before  they  paid  them  ;  but  they 
could  not  pay  individuals  at  will  without  including  the  nalurq 
of  their  demands  in  fuch  notice. 

Mr.  Hujfey  faid,  he  did  not  mean  to  infinuate  that  the  power 
now  propoled  to  be  given  to  the  Bank  would  be  abufcd  ;  nor 
did  he  pretend  to  be  much  of  a  critic  upon  the  grammatical 
conftruflion  of  words,  but  he  confefled  that  it  appeared  to  him 
this  bill  would  give  the  Bank  the  very  power  which  the  Chan* 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid  was  not  to  be  given. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  was  then  agreed  to,  and  in 
a  few  minutes  afterwards  the  Bill  was  read  a  third  thne  and 
pa  (Ted. 

The  bill  for  reviewing  the  late  regulations  with  regard  to 
negociation  of  Promiffory  Notes,  &c.  was  read  a  frcond  time, 
and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
Houfe  on  Friday,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Burdon. 

The  Bill  to  prevent  Negroes  in  the  Colonies  and  Plantations 
of  America  being  fold  as  real  Affcts  for  the  payment  of  debtsi 
pafled  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  and  the  Report  wa$ 
received  immediately,  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrofled, 
on  the  motion  of  Mr.  B.  Edwards. 

The  Report  of  the  bill  for.carryino;  into  efFcft  the  Treaty 
of  Intenourfe  with  America,  was  ordered  to  be  received  die 
next  day. 

The  Corporation  Caufes  Bill  pa  (Ted  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  Houfe,  the  Report  was  recetvcd  immediately,  and  the 
bill,  with  the  amendments,  was  ordered  to  be  printed,  on  the 
motion  of  Mr.  D.  P.  Coke,  who  defircd  the  Houfe  to  under- 
ftand  that  he  did  not  mean  to  prefs  the  further  progrefg  of  this 
bill  in  the  prefent  Seflion. 

The  further  confideration  of  the  Report  on  the  Waflc  Lands 
3  Qji  Enclofure 
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Endofure  Bill  was  deferred  to  the  next  day,  on  the  motion  of 
Sir  John  Sinclair. 

The  Committee  on  the  Bill  for  regulating  the  mode  of 
carrying  Slaves  from  the  coaft  of  Africa,  in  Britifh  vcdcls, 
Vas  deferred  to  Monday,  on  the  motion  of  Sir  W.  Dolben. 
Adjourned^ 

HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 
Wednesday,  June^ii. 

APPEAL  FROM  A  DECREE  IN  CHANCERY. 
THOMAS  HENCHMAN,  ESQ^  V.  THE  EAST  INDIA  COMPANY. 

Lord  Kenyan  fat  as  Speaker  this  day.  His  Lordfliip  attended 
?t  one  o'clock,  and  immediately  proceeded  to  hear  counfel  re- 
laiivp  to  the  above  Appeal.  After  a  long  hearing,  his  Lord- 
ihip  took  a  (liort  view  of  the  cafe,  and  concluded  by  moving 
the  Houfc  to  afErm  the  decifion  of  the  Court  of  Chancery. — 
Which  was  oidered  accordingly. 

Read  a  third  lime  and  pafled,  the  Bill  for  continuing  the 
Rcftriftion  on  the  Bank,  with  ref|>e£l  to  payment  in  Cafli. 
The  Alien  3ill,  and  the  Bill  for  additional  Dutie/on  various 
Stamps,  &c.     Adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

'*      Wednesday,  y;/;;f  21. 

A  Meffage  from  the  Lords  informed  the  Houfe,  that  their 
Lordships  had  agreed  to  the  Bill  for  reftrnining  the  Bank  from 
making  Payments  in  Cafli;  the  Alien  Bill,  and  the  new  Statnp 
Duty  Bill,  without  any  amendmenr,  and  that  they  had  paflrd 
a  Bill  for  the  Divorce  of  Mr.  Teafte,  a  Merchant,  to  which 
they  defired  the  concurrence  of  the  Houfe. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Jdair  picfentcd  a  Petition  in  behalf  of  the  pri- 
foners  confined  for  debt  in  the  Borough  Gaol  of  J*orrfmouth, 
dating  many  hardfliips  which  they  fuffer,  and  pr*i>ing  relief. 
Ordered  to  be  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Scotch  Militia  Bill 
was  ordered  to  b^  taken  into  further  confideration  on  Monday, 
on  the  motion  of  Mr.  W.  Dundas. 

Mr.  Aldermzn^nJer/on  brought  up  a  Bill  for  the  relief  rf 
infolvcnt  Debtors,  which  was  read  a  iirft,  and  ordered  to  \c 
read  a  fecond  time  on  Friday. 

Sir  ff^.  Scott  moved.  That  the  AA  of  33d  of  George  III. 
for  the  encouragement  of  Seamen,  and  the  more  effedtuallv 
inanning  his  Majefty's  Navy,  be  read;  which  being  done,    b- 

niovt  i 
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moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  amend  the  faid  A£l,  and 
for  making  further  provifion  for  thcfe  porpofcs.     Granted* 

The  furtlier  confKlerat'on  of  the  Report  of  the  Committee 
on  the  Wafle  Lands  Inclofare  Bill,  was  deferred  till  Friday,  on 
the  motion  of  Sir  John  Sinclair. 

The  Committee  of  Supply,  and  Ways  and  Means,  were  de- 
ferred to  Friday. 

Mr.  Alderman  jinderfon  prcfented  a  Petition  on  behalf  of 
Mtffrs.  Bullci  and  Company,  merchants,  in  London,  againft 
the  Bill  now  pendmg  for  the  rehef  of  Ship  Owners,  and  pray- 
ing that  it  may  not  pafs  into  a  law,  or  that  it  may  be  fo  altered 
and  modified  as  to  have  only  a  profpedive  effedl.  Referred  to 
'  a  Con>mittee  on  the  Bill. 

^'irGedfrey  Vnjfai's  Divorce  Bill  paffed  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  Houfe. 

Mr.  Hobsnt  brought  up  the  Report  of  the  American  Treaty 
Bill;  all  amendments  were  agreed  to,  except  one,  which  was 
negatived,  and  the  Bill  was  ordered  to  l)e  engrofled. 

The  Bill  for  preventing  Negroes  being  fold  as  Aflets  for  the 
payment  of  debts,  &c.  was  reaii  a  third  time  and  pafled,  on  the 
motion  of  Mr.  B.  Edwards. 

On  the  motion  for  the  fecond  reading  of  a  bill  to  allow  Mr, 
Manering,  the  holder  of  a  Promiflbry  Note  for  ^,500!.  to 
ftamp  it  with  a  (lamp  which  is  required  by  law  to  make  it  a 
legal  inftrumcnt,  and  valid  for  the  recovery  of  the  demand. 

Mr.  Erjknc  oppofjd  it  on  the  ground  that  there  was  no  pre- 
cedent for  fuch  a  mcafure,  and  that  to  create  fuch  a  precedent 
would  be  dangerous  to  the  pul>lic  adminiftration  of  juftice,  and 
•^  diflionourable  to  the  records  of  Parliament,  in  as  much  as  it 

;  would  be  an  advertifcment,  thnt  any  man,  who  at  any  time  had 

been  nonfuitcd  in  the  regular  procefs  of  a  Court  of  Law,  for 
want  of  legal  evidence,  and  who  had  produced  a  document, 
which,  by  the  forms  of  law,  could  not  be  read,  to  come  to 
Parliament  fcT  leave  to  alter  the  (lamp  of  fuch  a  docu- 
nient  as  a  mere  matter  of  courfe,  for  if  this  indulgence  was 
r  granted   to  one  individual,   another  might  afterwards  claim 

it.     IVrfons  who  had   been  nonfuited  for  many  years  p:\fV, 
would  have  the  fame   right   to  appiv   to   Parliament   for    a 
>^  fimilar    redrcfs.     The  Laws  when  pafled  in  Parliament  be- 

came the  Records  of  Parliament,  the  fame  as  the  yud^ments 
'^  pafled  in  the  fevcral  Courts  were  the  Records  of  thoie  Courts, 

^^'  ■  Of  courl'e  no  Record  of  P;irliament  ought  to  be  altered,  with- 

out fome  fpecial  caufc  being  afligned  in  the  preamble  of  the  bill 
"'■V  for  fo  doing,    in  this  cafe  there  was  no  caufe  afiigncd.    A  mif- 

ff-'  Jake  had  been  made  in  the  ftiamp,  which  made  it  impofliblc  for 

'^^  the 


49^.  WbbDFALrS  PARLIAMENTARY  REPORTS.  [Loins, 

the  party  to  recover  on  the  note.  He  had  been  accordingly 
nonAiired;  and  he  now  came  to  Parliament  to  crave  relief,  be^ 
€0ufe  he  had  not  had  his  note  properly  (lamped.  Thoufands 
of  perfons  were  in  the  fame  predicament,  and  would  be  equal- 
ly entitled  to  red  reft,  if  they  applied  to  Parliament  for  it.  If 
a  bill  was  brought  in  to  aller  the  whole  law  with  regard  to 
ftamp  duties  on  this  head,  it  would  make  a  material  diftereiice; 
though  he  did  not  hefitate  to  fay  he  fliould  give  his  dccljcd  ne- 
gatire  to  fuch  a  bill.  At  prefent,  however,  he  mufl  fet  his 
face  againft  the  prefent  bill.  The  bufinefs  had  been  fully  in- 
vefligated  both  in  law  and  equity.  He  had  {tew  the  anlwer  in 
Chancery,  and  though  he  had  the  higheft  rctpcct  for  \\\t  lio- 
nowr  and  veracity  of  all  parties,  he  mufl,  as  a  Lcgfliitoi,  deem 
it  his  duty  to  oppofc  this  bill.  He  therefore  moved,  that  the 
fecond  reading  of  the  bill  be  this  day  thrte  months. 

Mr.  ff^igley  contended  that  the  bill  ought  to  be  allowed  to 
go  into  otlitr  ftages  before  the  Houfe,  and  complained  tliat  the 
prefent  oppofition,  in  this  (lage,  was  not  the  mod  candid >  as 
Counfel  was  this  day  to  have  been  heard  on  both-  fides,  and 
from  the  allegations  they  would  have  been  able  to  protiuce^ij. 
and  con.  die  rloufe  would  he  enabled  to  judge  more  decidedly 
on  the  bufinefs.  The  note  in  quell  ion,  which  was  for  2,500!. 
he  averred  had  been  received  bona  fide  as  a  valuable  conhdera* 
lion,  and  as  the  ftamp  on  which  it  was  given  was  h^ghe^  than 
what  was  required  by  the  ftamp  duties,  he  thought  tliat  Par- 
liament ought  to  grant  relief,  as  there  was  evidently  no  inten- 
tion of  defrauding  the  revenue,  which  was  the  grand  objeS  of 
the  flamp  duties.  This,  he  allowed,  was  a  matter  of  the 
greateft  importance  to  the  public;  but  here  the  public  could 
not,  in  this  cafe,  be  intended  to  be  hurt,  as  the  ftamp  made  u(e 
of  was  adually  higher  in  value  than  the  law  required  for  the 
purpofe. 

The  Speaker  obfervcd,  that  if  there  was  any  defire  to  conti- 
nue this  debate,  he  muft  take  notice  of  the  ftatc  of  the  Houfe, 
it  being  by  no  means  fu£5ciently  attended  to  purfue  bufineik 
that  was  to  ht  debated. 

Thequeftion  being  put,  a  divifion  was  called  for,  when  it 
appeared  that  there  were  only  nine  Members  in  the  Houfc— 
an  adjournment  took  place  of  courfe. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Thursday  June  22. 

The  Royal  Aflcnt  was  given  by  Coaitniflion  to  the  bill,  for 

reft  raining 
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retraining  the  Bank  from  payine  in  cafh,  ice.  the  Alien  biU^ 
and  fcveral  other  public  bills. — Adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Thursday  y^/M^  22. 

Mr.  Long  moved,  that  the  A6t  of  Parliament  of  the  i  ith  ef 
the  prefent  King,  refpeding  the  counterfeiting  of  half-pence 
and  farthings,  be  read ;  which  being  done,  he  movedi  ThaC 
leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  extend  the  provifionsof  the 
faid  AQ,  to  all  the  copper  coin  of  this  realm.     Granted. 

The  bill  for  facilitating  the  collediion  of  the  duty  on  glaft^ 
pafled  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfei  and  the  report  was 
ordered  to  be  received  the  next  day- 

FORESTALLING  OF  CATTLE,  iCC, 

Mr.  Afainxvaring  moved  the  order  of  the  day  on  the  bill  for 
the  better  preventing  of  foreftallin^  live  cattle,  which  was  for 
going  into  a  Committee  upon  the  bill. 

Mr.  Secretary  i)««^3/^2j  faid,  he  gave  notice  feme  time  ago, 
that  he  intended  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  to  the  fub- 
jeA  matter  of  this  bill.  He  had  confidered  a  good  deal  on  the 
fnhjeift,  and  he  faw  much  difficulty  in  affenting  to  this  bill. 
He  had  no  doubt  of  the  purity  of  the  mbtives  of  the  friends  of 
the  bill,  but  it  did  not  from  thence  follow  that  their  judgments 
could  not  be  erroneous.  He  had  examined  the  cvTclence  that 
had  been  given  upon  this  fubjeft,  and  he  had  coQ&lered  the 
bill  with  attention,  and  although  he  ftiould  not  oppofe  its  going 
into  a  Cominittec,  becaufe  there  it  might  be  a  good  deal  alter- 
ed, yet  he  found  it  necHTary  to  fay,  that  the  bill  appeared  to 
him  to  be  of  fucb  a  nature,  as  that  in  fome  ftage  or  otiier  he 
fiiould  be  under  the  neceffiiy  of  giving  ii  his  direfl:  negative. 
At  all  events  it  ought  to  be  delayed  for  fome  months,  in  ordec 
that  thofe  on  whofe  interefts  it  might  Operate,  might  have  an 
opportunity  of  confidering  it,  and  oppofing  it;  he  did  not 
doubt  but  that  the  cutting  butchers  were  of  the  opinion  which 
ihcy  dated ;  but  it  did  not  thence  foilov/,  that  they  were  not 
^deceived  as  to  the  caufe  of  the  evil  of  which  tllty  complained. 
This  bill  was  a  meafure  which  fhould  not  be  pafled  haftily,  for 
it  feemed  to  afFedl  all  the  landed  intereft  of  this  country,  and 
of  every  farmer  in  it.  He  (hould  not,  however,  now  oppolc 
the  Speaker's  leaving  the  Chair. 

Mr.  M.  A.  Taylor  faid,  the  bill  appeared  to  him  fo  totally 
objectionable,  and  incapable  of  modification,  that  he  fhould  op- 
pofe it  in  all  its  (lages.     He  condemned  the  principle  of  the 

bill; 
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bill;  it  would  operate  as  a  reftriSion  on  trade  srnd  agriculture, 
and  tend  to  enhance  rather  than  reduce  the  price  of  proviflons: 
trade  would  always  find  its  own  level,  if  not  fettered  with  in- 
jurious laws  and  rcftriftions.  He  (Iiould  therefore  oppofe  the 
Speaker's  leaving  the  Chair. 

Mr.  Tierney  thought  that  the  Secretary  of  State  had  fpoken 
with  candour  upon  this  fubje£t,  but  the  principle  which  had 
been  maintained  by  his  honourable  Friend,  who  fpoke  lafV^ 
furprifed  him,  becaufe  if  Parliament  never  fliould  interfere 
in  regulating  the  price  of  any  article,  they  were  wropg  in 
their  interference  in  the  article  of  bread.  He  wifljed  this 
bill  to  be  tried,  for  a  time  at  lead,  as  a  matter  of  expe- 
riment, for  it  was  clear  that  foreflalling  had  produced  much 
evil.  It  was  not  the  wifli  of  the  cutting  butchers  to  pafs  the 
bill  in  hafte,  they  defired  the  matter  to  be  well  underflood. 

The  queftion  being  put,  the  Houfe  divided, 

y^yes  (For  going  into  a  Committee)  38 

2<o£S  (Againft  it)  i 

Majority  ^  37 

Which,  with  the  tellers  of  the  divifioii,  made  a  Houfe, 

The  bill  then  went  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe. 

Mr.  Afainvjaring  faid,  that  fince  he  forefaw  he  was  not 
likely  to  obtain  the  whole  of  his  objeft  by  this  bill,  he  would 
take  what  he  could  get  of  it;  he  therefore  propofed  to  leave 
out  of  the  bill  altogether,  the  provifion  againft  Jobbings  which 
was  Called  IngroJJing,  This  was  done  as  the  bill  went  through 
die  Committee. 

The  report  was  received  immediately,  ordered  to  be  taken 
into  further  confideration  on  Thurfday  next,  and  that  the  bill 
be  printed. 

Mr.  JViiberforce  moved,  that  the  bill  for  enabling  Catholics 
to  enter  into  the  cavalry  fervice,  &c,  be  read  a  fecond  time  the 
next  day. 

Mr.  JF.  Smith  faid,  that  this  bill  was  a  repeal  of  the  Teft 
and  Corporporation  A61,  fo  far  as  the  Catholics  were  afFefted 
by  it ;  he  faw  no  reafon  why  Proteftant  Diflenters  (hould  not 
be  placed  in  the  fame  condition,  and  therefore  he  now  gave  no- 
tice, that  previous  to  the  commitment  of  this  bill,  he  Hiould 
move  that  inftruftions  be  given  to  the  Committee,  that  the 
provifions  of  the  bill  be  extended  to  Proteftant  Diflenters  in 
the  fame  manner  as  to  the  Catholics. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  read  a  fecond  time  the  next 
day. — Adjourned.   • 

HOUSE 
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HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Friday  June  22*' 

Heard  Counfel,  and  gave  judgment  in  the  appeal  from  the 
Court  of  Chancery,  Kidney  v.  Coflmakert  affirming  the  decxee 
with  cofls. 

The  bills  on  the  table  'were  road  in  their  di£Fer^nt  ftages. 

Adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Friday,  June  23. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  moved  the  order  of  th« 
day  for  the  Houfe  ro  refolve  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  Houfe  to  confides  of  a  fupply  to  be  granted  to  his 
Majefty.  The  Houfe  having  refolved  itfelf  accordingly,  he 
ftatcd,  that  the  motions  which  he  had  to  fubmit  were  upon 
fubjcifts  which  had  ^U  of  them  been  already  before  the 
Houfe.  They  were  grounded  on  the  (latements  which  had 
been  made  by  a  Committpe  of  Finance,  and  had  been  ftated 
in  a  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.  The  chief  article  w;i$ 
the  fuin  of  four  millions  for  Army  E^ctraordinaries  for  the  cur- 
rent year. 

He  then  moved  the  different  refolutions  to  the  following 
cfFea: 

i8o,oool.  towards  the  relief  of  the  fuffering  Clergy  and  Laity  of  France 
for  the  year  1797. 

150,000!.  for  ftcrct  fcrvlcc  money  nbroad  for  the  fame  year. 

1 ,06 5,66  il.  1 3s.  4tl.  to  defray  extraordinary  cxiienccs  of  the  army  from 
the  7th  of  January,  1796,  to  the  7th  of  December,  1796,  both  xnclufive, 
not  provided  tor  by  Parliament. 

4.3^,0001.  for  defraying  other  extraordinary  fervUes  incurred  and  not 
paid  iij>  10  5:h  of  J'.nuary,  1797. 

4,000,0001.  to  itpay  the  extraordinary  ftrvlccs  of  the  army  for  the  year 
1797. 

4499O00I.  f<;r  the  fupply  of  forti^n  troops  for  the  year  1797. 

aoo,oool.  ic^  the  rcdu^liOn  of  the  National  debt. 

•    The  queftion  on  each  of  the  refolutions  was  feparately  put 
and  agreed  to. 

The  Secretary  at  War  rofe  to  offer  a  propofition  to  the 
Committee,  with  the  fubjeft  of  which  the  Committee hadal- 
teady  been  in  part  acquainted.  It  was  for  an  additional  allow- 
ance of  pay  atid  other  privileges  to  the  garrifon  forces.  One  part 
of  the  provifion  for  thefe  forces  was  formerly  fubmittcd  to  the 
-    Vol.  IIL  1797.  3  R-    '  Committc«, 
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Cothmit'tecy  and  another  partwhlch  was  that  he  now  brought 
forward,  poftponed.  Tne  reafon  why  this  part  was  poft- 
poned,  was  an  intention  to  make  fome  alterations,  which 
nave  IJncc  been  carried  into  execution,  and  upon  the  pro- 
Jjricty  of  which  he  believed  there  was  but  very  little  differenjre 
of  opinion.  Long  before  the  other  part  of  thefe  provifions 
was  fubmlttedr  fome 'doubts  were  generaHy 'entertained 
whether  fome  akeration  ftould  not  be  made  in  the  pay  and 
allowance  of  the  army,  ahd  it  was  no  left  generally  admitted 
that  what  the  fubaltferns  received  was  not  fiifficient.  Thi$ 
alio  was  his  opinion;  and  he  had  moreover  the  happineCs  to 
find  that  in  this  opinion  he  concurred  with  his  Royal  High- 
ftfefs,  the  Commander  in  Chief.  The  confequence  of  thefe 
(y^niohs  ^'as,  a  refolution  to  fubmft  the  neceflary  rcgula- 
ttdnfs  t6  the  wifilom  of  Piirliaitifent  immediately  after  the 
Clirittmas  recefs  ;  but  in  this  he  was  prevehted  by  a  fuccef- 
fion  of  e^^ems  of  fuch  magnitude  and  importance,  as  claimed 
k  pre'cedence  of  other  matter.  The  rcfult  of  the  delay  In 
iht  mean  tirhe  i^as  this— he  had  taken  up  the  prdpofed  regu* 
Iktions  upon  a  larger  fcale,  the  nature  of  which  he  wouM 
Immediately  Itatc  to  the  Committee,  premifing,  however, 
that  in  regard  to  the  manner  in  which  the  additional  pay  ana 
allowances  were  to  be  carried  into  execution,  apart  was  to  be 
Jirovided  for  by  an  additional  bounty  of  the  public,  a  p4ft  would 
betaken  out  of  the  pay  of  the  fu  bait  ern  officers  already  provided 
for,  but  fubjed  to  certain  deduftions,  and  a. part  would  coft 
the  public  noticing,  but  be  merely  a  prudent  regulation.  For 
the  fake  of  perfpicuity,  he  divided  the  fubje6i  ot'his  motion 
bnder  three  heads ;  the  firft  was  an  additional  allowance,  the 
fecond  a  remilTion  of  certain  deduftions,  and  the  third  an 
abolition  of  a  difference  between  the  fubfiftence  and  arrears. 
The  additional  allowance  was  an  encreafe  of  pay  to  xht 
iimount  of  one  (hilling  per  day  to  all  the  Subaltern  officers  of 
the  line,  Milrtia,  and  Fencible  corps.  What  he  meant  by 
Subalterns  was  Lieutenants,  Enffghs,  Adjutants,  and  Quarter- 
maflers ;  and  where  an  officer  holds  two  commiflions,  to  al- 
low him  only  to  draw  for  one.  He  propofed  to  make  thjp 
fame  additional  iaitovrance  to  all,  that  was  to  fay,  as  much  to 
an  enfign  as  a  lieutenant,  though  fome  people  might  think 
the  encreafe  ought  to  be  given  invcrfely ;  and  the  reafon  why 
he  made  them  equal  was,  becaufe  he  meant  the  additional 
allowance  to  provide  for  the  maintenance  of  a  refpedaMr 
appearance,  which  coft  no  more  to  a  lieutenant  than  an  en* 
lign.    Whcfn  he  propofed  to  add  is.  per  day,  and  ftated  thift 

•      •      '    •  -  a  lieu- 
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a.  neutenaut  only  rec^iyed  43^  H4.  per  dayi  ^od  sm  ^nfigp  .^aly 
as.  Bd.  be.thoiight  the  sidditioa  woiAd  not  b^  deemed  tnartii 
Uian  yras  abfolutely  neceflary..    He  had  not  Q?(tefid.ed  this  ad^^ 
dltJQn  »£  aJlouraQce  to  the  fubalterns  of  ih^  cavalry,  thoiis^ 
they  wexe  f^ibjeidl  to  many  heavy,  charges,  from  which  tfei 
lnfai[itry  were  oxcmpted^  becaufQ,  conQdering  thjc^r  difference 
of  pay^  a^  ihc  difference  of  pe^fonsvvho.eajcrcd  into. the 
cavaf ry  by  way  of  preference,  he  did  not.  cpnceive  it  to  be  (q 
neceflary..     Su  much  for  the  dire^l  increafed  allowance.    He 
next  came  to  t^e  reiniilion  which  extended  \o  the  «>£cer2io| 
the  cavalry^  as.  well  as  the  infantry.     Tins  rcmiflion  wasf 
reimburfem^i^t  of  thofe  Aims  ufnaliy  paid  with  a  commidipji 
for  hofpital  money*  agency*  and  poundage.     The  advantage 
be  intended  to  allow  was  pxopoftionate  to  the  dedui^ioo  upM 
the  various  commiflions,  which  for  an  enfigncy  of  foor  wa« 
4I.  for  a  lieutenancy  5].  for  a  cornetcy  9I*  and  for  a  Ueuter 
nantcy  of  cavalry  icl.     This  regulation*   he  faid*  would 
prove  highly  acceptable  to  thofe  to  whom  it  was  extended^ 
The  third  propofition  was  extended  to  both  infantry  and  car 
valry*  being  the  abolition  of.  a  diSefence  long  complained  oi 
betwjcen  the  fubfiftence  and  arfears.     It  was  his  wi(h  to  exi> 
tend  this  regulation  throughout  the  armyi  and  he  had.cofir 
fulted  with.the'  Commander  in  Chief  about  it ;  but  of  this  he 
could  not  (late  any  confident  expe<$latioos ;  he  could  onljr 
ftate  his  hppes^    To  the  infantry  and  cavalryt  however,  it 
would,  if  the  Houfe  agreed,  be  certahily  extended*  and  he 
had  no  doubt  hut  it  would  prove  highly  acceptable  to  them* 
while  it  would  not  be  attended  with  any  great  inconvenience 
to  the  public.     If  fuch  a  regulation  wxs  Cty  muth  defired* 
and  attended  .with  Co  little  inconvenience,  it  might  be  afked 
perhaps  why  it  had  not  been  made  before  ?  To  this  he  wouxl 
reply,  that  what  was  fometimes  defired  was  not  always  ad* 
vantageous*  and  he  had  doubted*  with  many  more,  whether 
it  might  not  be  more  beneficial  for  young  men,  who  were 
commonly  inclined  to  be  inconfiderate  or  extravagant,  to  re- 
ferve  a  part  of  their  pay  than  iflue .  the  whole,  at  once.     At 
length*  however*  he  had  given  way  to  the  opinion  of  others ; 
but.  with  refpe£l  to  the  public  intereft,  he  could  not  give  way 
without  a  fecu  ity,  and  IhouJd  not  have  done  fo  if  the  fums 
arlGog  from  the  detention  of  arrears  were  not  fo  inconfider- 
able  in  tbemfelves*  and  the  detention  produftive  of  fo  much 
inconvenience  as  not  to  render  it  worth  white  to  make  any 
ftand  upon  that  groqnd.     Having  now  proceeded  through 
ihe  whole  of  what  he  thought  neceiGiry  \o  ftate  upon  thefe 
3R2  fubjeds^ 


pt'  if$OOOVKti/S  PARLIAMEKTARY  REFORTS.      [CbKUfdiri,. 

A}bje(£tst  he  conceived  he  coiiid  not  difmifs  them  without  en^ 
deavouring  to  free  Government  from  a  reproach  of  which 
the  Houfe  bad  heard  a  great  deal.  It  was  faid  that  all  ar^ 
n»ts  were  the  tffcA  of  abufe  or  negleft :  pf  negled  in  not 
paffing  the  i^rcounts  at  the  public  offices,  or  of  abufe  front 
a  deficiency  of  money  at  the  treafury  to  difcharg©  them. 
In  contradiftion  to  this,  he  proicfted  that  the  great  dcUv  to 
which  the  payments  in  the  army  were  occafionally  liable, 
did  not  arife  from  the  negle£l  or  abufe  of  any  public  office, 
but- was  antecedent  to  their  cognizance,  and  attributable 
€nlytothe  regiments  themfelves.  For  when  the  regiments 
were  in  a£liveor  in  foreign  fervice,  they  could  not  make  up 
their  accounts  with  any  regularity  or  difpatch,  and  in  regard 
te  the  pubJic  offices,  they  could '  n6t  do  any  more  than  they 
now  did,  unlefs  they  had  an  encreafed  edablifliment,  or  ncg- 
le£ted  the  proper  attention  to  the  fettlements.  The  army 
accounts  might  be  fettled  formerly  with  greater  expedition, 
but  then  they  were  not  fettled  with  an  equal  care.  He  did 
Slot  defpair  in  time  to  fee  the  arrears  diminiihed,  :)ndifthe 
regulations  which  he  had  recommended  took:  place,  it  would 
fiot  be  neceflary  to  wait  for  that  prc^refs.  He  then  moved, 
that  a  fum  not  exceeding  6o,ocol.  he  granted  to  his  Majefly 
for  an  encrcafe  of  pay  and  allowances  to  the  fubahems^ 
officers  of  the  linci  militia,  and  fenciblc  corps  from  the  25th 
of  June,  1797,  to  the  24th  of  December  following,  both  in- 
clufive,  being  183  days. 

General  Tarleton  faid,  that  nctwrthftanding  the  very  long 
accounts  which  were  before  the  Committee,  he  ceptaii>iy  sfv 
proved  of  the  propofition  now  licforc  it,  as  far  as  it  went. '  He 
reminded  die  Committee  that  a  motion  of  a  lutorc  iimtiar  to 
this  was  made  fome  years  ago.  It  was  a  motion  merely  to  rd- 
lievc  fubalterns  of  the  line.  That  motion  did  not  meet  the 
approbation  of  the  Houfe,  for  which  he  bad  always  been  ex^ 
trcmely  forry.  He  was  glad  that  this  motion  was  now  made, 
and  could  have  wiflied  that  the  fame  relief  had  been  extended 
to  the  cavalry,  as  to  the  infantry.  It  was  true  that  Gentlemen 
of  fortune  entered  into  the  cavairv  fervice,.aud  they  could  fup- 
port  themfelves  without  any  additional  albwaiice,  but  there 
were  thofe  who  had  not  ihcfe  means,  and  who  were  objeAsoC 
regard.  There  was  but  little  to  he  apprehended  from  givii^ 
too  much  to  thofe  who  did  not  want  it,  under  this  head,  for 
thofe  who  had  large  fortunes  did  not  long  remain  fubalterns. 
Indeed  the  oJCcers  of  cavalry. were  fubjea  to  much  inoonve- 
pience,  to  which  thofe  of  the  infantry  were  not  exppled.    The 

expence 
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expence.of  accoiuremcnts,  fOTinftance,  and  if  a  horfe  (hould 
die  or  become  iame,  the  officer  was  obliged  to  buy  another. 
Thefe  things  made  many  young  men,  without  fortune,  re- 
tire from  the  fervice  in  difgud.     He-  therefore  wifhed  that 
focneallowance  (houldbemadeto  this  defcriptiofV  of  officers, 
andif  a  mo  ion  to  that  efFeft  was  not  made  by  fomo  perfon 
on  the  miniilerial  fide,   he  (hould  early  in  the  next  feffion 
bring  forward  fomething  of  the  kind  himfelf.     This  he  pro- 
tefted  he  Ihould  not  do  to  excite  any  difcbntenr  in  the  fervice* 
but  merely  for  the   good  of  that  fervice.     With  regard  t^ 
arrears,  he  could  not  help  fay  in?,  there  was  a  practice  whldi 
he  di&pprovcd   of  highly.      If  there  was   any,  the   moft 
trifling  inaccuracy  in  the  accounts  of  the  regiment,  the  whole 
arrears  were  ftopt,  until  the  whole  of  the  accounts  were  gone 
through  again.     He  was  very  glad  to  undcrftand  there  were 
to  be  regulations  in  this  refpeft.     He  lamented  very  much 
the  lofs  of  an  honourable  friend  of  his  (General  Burgoyne) 
who  underftood  thefe  affairs  extremely  well,  ami  who  made 
almod  an  annual  motion  upon  them.     He  could  have  wifhed 
to  a(k  what   plan  his  Mafei^'s  Minifters  had  for  bringing 
this  unforttmate  war  to  a  conclufion.     He  might   allude  to 
an  expedition  of  great  extent,  which  was  planned  in  the 
cabinet,  and  which  was  conoiuded  with  great  lofs  of  men. 
This  only  appeared  in  the  newfpapers,  for  Minifters  gave 
no  account  of  it.     In  the  courfe  of  any  other  war,  enquiries 
would  have  been  entered  into,  but  now  we  were  come  to  a 
ftate  of  general  apathy,  with  regard  to  our  public  affairs.  He 
lamented  thefe  things  moil  ferioufly  ;  he  lamented  alfo,as  one 
of  the  effects  of  that  apathy  of  ihe  public,  the  abfencc  of  men 
of  the  higheft  talents.     They  had  called  over  and  over  again 
for  enqtiiry ;  but  they  had  called  in  vain.     They  were  de- 
feated in  all  their  efforts.     What  their  eloquence  could  not 
accomplifli,  it  would  be  vain  in  fo  inconfiderable  a  perfon 
as  him  to  aim  at.     He  therefore  (hould  fay  no  more   upofn 
the  fubjeS. 

The  Secretary  at  IVar  faid,  that  in  the  next  article  he  had 
to  offer  a  great  redudion  had  taken  place,  the  reduction, 
of  four  corps  in  the  Weft  Indies,  by  which  fome  extraordi- 
nary expcnces  were  incurred  ;  and  to  this  was  to  be  added 
another  reduSion/arifing  from  the  difcoveryof  a  miftake  a 
few  days  ago  in  the  former  eftimates,  to  the  amount  of  30,000!. 
.  He  then  moved,  that  a  fum  not  ejtceeding  361,637!,  17s.  be 
granted  to  his  Majefty  for  foreign  corps  in  the  fervice  of 
Great  Britain  for  the  year  1797. 

Mr. 
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Mr^  Hujffff^iOitd  to  be  informed  where  th«fc  corps  vrcxtf 
and  huw  expences  cuuld  be  incurred  by  the  rcdu&ion  of 
corps  in  the  Weft  Indies  ? 

'  The  Sicnta/y  ai  ff^ar^  in  anfwer  to  the  firft  qncAionf  faid  ^ 
feme  of  the  foreign  corps  were  in  the  Welt  I^ulks,  and 
others  is  PorUigal,  whither  they  had  been  moved  from  Cor* 
fica.  In  anfwer  to  the  fecond,  he  faid  foreign  corp%  could 
not  be  difmiired  abruptly  without  an  allowance  for  oxpeaces 
to  bear  thern  home ;  ^  compenfation  for  the  facrifice  of  other 
profpeds  in  life,  and  a  temporary  provifion  till' they  could 
regain  employment. 

The  refolution  then  pafled. 

X50CI.  were  propofed  to  be  voted  for  the  fiipport  of  the 
Veterinary  College. 

Mr.  HuJI'ey  wifhed  to  know  the  benefit  the  public  were  ex- 
pelled to  derive  from  that  college. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  that  there  was -a  prof- 
pe£t  of  great  public  benefit  from  the  improvements  which 
had  been  already  made  by  this  college  in  the  courfe  of  its 
labours;  and  even  if  tliere  had  not  been  any  he  thought  it 
"would  be  a  wife  meafure  to  dcvyte  that  fum  for  its  en- 
couragement. 

The  refolution  then  pa(!ed. 

The  bill  for  enabling  perfons  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
religion  to  ferve  as  officers  in  the  fupplemthta^l  cavaliy  and 
militia  was  read  a  fecond  time,  and  ordend  to  be  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe  on  Tuefday. 

The  Scots  Diftillery  bill  was  re-comiixiited  ,' and  the  re- 
port ordered  to  be  received  on  Monday. 

On  the  reading  of  the  Order  of  the  day,  on  the  bill  for  im- 
pofing  a  (lamp  on  receipts  for  money  given  for  carrying 
goods  by  hire, 

Mr.  Hvjfey  fuggefled  the  propriety  of  printing  the  bill, 
that  people  all  over  the  country  might  have  a  chance  of  un- 
derftanding  it. 

Mr.  R^e  obferved,  that  this  might  be  ordered  after  the 
bill  pafled  the  Committee,  if  the  Houfe  thought  fit.  Order- 
ed to  be  committed  to  a  Conuniuee  of  the  whole  Houfe  on 
Monday. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of.  infolvent  debtors  wa«  read  a 
fecond  time,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Alderman  Anderfon. 

Mr.  Seijeant  Adsur  having  obtained  leave,  fay  previous 
peiitioni  prefeiited  a  petition  on  behalf  of  Mr.  Macklin* 

of 


June  17.]         WOOD  "ALL'S  PARLIAMENTARY  REPORTS.  505 

of  F!ec<  ftrcet ;  dating,  that  in  confcqueiice  of  the  various 
engagements  he  has  entered  into  for  the  encouragement  of 
the  arts,  the  large  (urns  of  money  he  has  laid  our,  &c.  he 
cannot  proceed  in  that  liberal  manner  which  is  requi  .te  for 
fo'grcat  an  undertaking  without  the  aid  of  Parliament,  and 
prayfng  that  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  enable  hiiti 
to  difpofe  of  his  paintings  by  way  of  chance^  &c.  Referred 
to  a  Scle£l  Committee. 

The  Houfeagreed  to  go,  on  FrJday  next, into  a  Gommit* 
tee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  to  confider  of  the  ftate  of  the  finances 
of  India. 

The  bill  for  carrying  into  efFeft  the  American  Treaty, 
was  read  a  third  lime,  and  pafled. 

The  report  of  *  the  .Waftc  lands  genera!  Inclofure  bill, 
was  ordered  to  be  taken  into  further  confideralion  on  Tuef- 
day  next. 

Deferred  the  Committee  of  Ways  anct  Means  to  Monday. 

Adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS, 

Tuesday,  yune2'j. 

The  various  bills  on  the  table  were  forwarded  in  their  re- 
fpeflive  ftages. 

The  order  for  the  third  reading  of  thie  furgeons  bill, 
which  (lood  for  this  day  fe'nnight,  was,  in  confcquence  of  a 
-motion  of  Lovd  Thuriow,  znd  after  a  (hort -conyerfation  be- 
tween his  Lord{hip,the  Bifnop  of  Roch^Jier^  Lord  Auckland^ 
Lord  Sydney y  and  the  Duke  of  Bedford,  farther  poftponcd 
till  this  day  fortnight. 

Several  private  bills  were  brought  up  from  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  and  read  afirft  time. 

The  Pengc  Inclofure  bill  was,  on  the  motion  of  the  Bifliop 
of  RocheJieTf  ordered  to  be  read  a  fecond  time  on  Friday 
fortnight. 

Adjourned  till  next  day. 


HOUSE  Of  COMMONS. 
Tuesday,  June  27. 

The  fmall  note  bill  was  read  a  third  time  and  pafTed. 
Sir  ^.  A-^// brought  in  a  bill  to  amend  theactof  33d  of 

the 
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the  King  for  encouraging  feamen,  which  was  read  a  fecood 
litney  and  ord0f  ed  to  be  read  a  third  time  the  next  day. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  that  the  objeAions  to 
the  turnpike  and  tolt-bar  tax  bill,  were  of  fuch  a  nature,  as 
to  induce  him  to  give  it  up.  He  fliould  therefore  bring  for- 
ward, in  a  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means^  on  Friday,  fub- 
ftitutes  for  the  deficiency  thus  occafloned. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  likewife  gave  notice,  that 
be  intended  to  move  the  Houfe  to  go  into  a  Committee  on 
the  inland  navigation  bill,  on  Monday.  Various  objedions 
had  been  made  to  this  bill,  but  he  did  not  think  they  were 
fufRcient  to  induce  a  total  rejeftion  of  the  meafure.  Such 
modifications  he  was  convinced  might  be  made,  as  would  re- 
move thefe  objedions.  Local  objeflions  might  ftill  remain, 
but  he  did  not  think  they  could  be  of  a  nature  to  induce  the 
Houfe  tolay  afide  the  meafure. 

The  Mafler  of  the  Rolls  brought  up  a  petition  from  certain 
pcrfons  againft  the  Ship  Owners  Relief  bill,  which  was  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Dent  moved,  that  an  account  of  the  produce  of  the 
tax  on  certificates  for  killing  game  for  the  year  1796,  fliould 
be  laid  before  the  Houfe  ;  and  of  the  dog  ta^,  as  far  asuthe 
fame  could  be  made  up.     Ordered. 

Mr.  Sergent  gave  notice,  that  the  next  day  he  would  move, 
in  a  Committee  of  fupply  for  a  fimilar  allowance  for  the  fob- 
alterns  in  the  artillery,  as  that  voted  to  the  other  defcriptions 
of  troops. 

Anew  writ  was  ordered  for  Plymouth,  Jn  the  room  of 
Sir  W.  Lemon  Rogers  deceafed. 

The  India  Judicature  bill  was  read  a  firft  time. 

An  Order  was  ordered  to  be  iffucd  to  the  Marflia)  of  the 
king's  bench,  to  bring  up  Thomas  Bonnor  to  give  evidence 
before  the  Committee  to  which  the  claims  of  Mr.  Palmer 
were  referred. 

In  a  Comn^iittee  of  fupply,  Mr.  Rider  moved,  that  his 
Majefty  (hould  be  permitted  to  encreafc  the  quantity  of  corn 
allowed  to  be  exported  for  the  uTe  of  the  iflands  of  Guernfey, 
Jerfcy,  and  Alderney,  from  6000  to  ic,coo  quarters. — 
Agreed  to,  the  report  was  received,  and  the  bill  brought  up 
and  read  a  firft  time. 

A  motion  being  made  for  re-committing  the  General  In- 
clofure  bill. 

The  Majier  of  the  Rolls  faid,  tljc  bill  made  no  pTOvifion 

the 
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for  enabling  the  guardians  of  minors  and  lunatics  to  defray 
dieexpence* 

Sir  J.  Sinclair  and  Sir  IF,  PuUenry  contended,  that  the 
gnardians  of  fuch  perfons  were  enabled  to  defray  the  ex- 
'  pence  as  the  eoclofure  was  fuppofed  to  be  benciiv^ial. 

Sir  IF.  Dolbcn  afcribed  the  dearnefs  ot  provifions  to  th^ 
enclofure  of  lands,  and  therefore  was  not  hicndly  to  the 
bill. 

It  was  re-conannitted  for  the  next  day. 

The  Order  of  the  day  for  the  Houfe  to  go  into  a  Com- 
mittee of.  the  whole  Iloufe,  on  the  bill  to  eni^ble  Roman 
Catholics  to  hold  commiflions  in  the  fupplemental  nuliiia, 
and  provifional  cavalry,  being  read, 

Mr.  fF.  Smith  moved,  as  an  inilruftion  to  the  Committee, 
that  aclaufefliouldbe  brought  up  to  enable  Proteflant  difr 
fenters  to  hold  commiflions  as  above,  without  taking  the 
qualification  required  by  tho  teil  ^St\ 

Mr.  Z>^;i/ oppofedthe  inftrudion,  as  there  was  not  now 
time  to  go  into  the  difcuflion  of  a  queftioA  of  fuqh  iippor*- 
taace. 

The  Houfe  divided, 

AyiSy  (For  the  inft ruction)  r-r  36 

Nqcm^  (Againft  it)  —  —  .3 

Majority  33 

TheHoufc  went  into  the  Committee,  and  Mr.  Smith  brought 
up  a  claiife  to  the  above  efied.  The  Houfe  was  refumed, 
and  the  report  ordered  to  be  received  on  Friday. 

SLAVE   CARRYING    BILL. 

The  Order  of  the  day  being  read  for  the  Houfe  to  go  into 
a  Committee  upon  the  flave  carrying  bill,  the  Houfe  accord- 
ingly rcfolved  iifclf  into  the  faid  Committee. 

Sir  ^.  Dolben  moved,  to  fill  the  blank  in  the  claufe  for  a 
reward  to  thofc  who  imported  whh  Icaft  lofs,  with  the  word 
"  four"  inftead  of  "  five." 

This  introduced  a  defultory  convcrfation,  in  which  General 
Tarleton  and  Colonel  Gafcoigne  declared,  that  they  (hould  op- 
pofe  any  altci^tions  whatever  to  be  made  in  the  bill ;  and  com- 
plained of  the  unfairnefs  of  the  honourable  Baronet  in  bringing 
it  forward  at  fo  late  a  period. 

Sir  IF.  Dolben  faid,  that  it  originated  from  this  principle. 

Vol.  in.  1797.  3  S  that 
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that  while  the  queftion  of  total  abolition  was  undecided,  they 
thouc;ht  M  not  light  to  bring  forward  this  meafure,  and  that 
que fl ion  had  been  but  recently  decided. 

Mr  fV,  Smfth  rcprohaied  rhe  tnde  in  every  part,  and  dated, 
Ibat  Liverpool  alone  Was  contanninatedby  fuch  an  iniquitous 
trafiic,  not  above  fix  perfons  in  London  being  concerned. 
The  honourable  membet  ibtcd,  that  ihips  had  failed  in^ 
which  they  were  more  cr;,uded  than  even  in  the  black  hole 
at  Calcutta.  Tonnage  was  but  an  imperfe£l  criterion,  and 
lie  (bould  move  a  claufe,  which  Ihould  go  to  prohibit 
any  veiTel  from  failing,  not  of  a  certain  height  between 
dflcks« 

Sir  fF.  Pulteney  thought  there  muft  be  fome  miftake  in 
the  ftatement  of  the  honourable  Gentleman,  as,  human  be^ 
ings  could  not  live  in  the  fituation  he  defcribed,  or  they  muft 
have  fome  method  of  giving  freih  air. 

Mr.  Roft  thogght  it  might  be  better  to  let  the  bill  now 
pafs  in  its  prefent  form  ;  but  he  certainly  thought  there  was 
much  weig(it  in  what  the  honourable  Gentleman  had  {lated> 
and  he  (hould  be  happy  to  render  his  afliflance  to  corre£t  the 
evil. 

Mr.  Smth  then  faid,  he  would  wave  his  claufe  and  bring 
in  a  ihort  bill. 

The  Committee  went  through  the  bill  and  filled  up  the 
blanks  exadly  as  they  flood  in  the  laft  biU. 

Mr.  Rofe  and  Sir  ff,  Pulteney  were  friendly  to  regulations 
for  the  comfort  of  flaves  on  the  paflege,  but  were  a^aid  that 
meanwhile  the  bill  would  be  loft. 

Upon  this  queftion,  whether  it  ftiould  be  four  or  five,  five 
was  carried. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  announced  his  intention  to  bring  in  a  bill 
to  ena£i  particular  alterations. 

The  bill  was  then  gone  through  precifely  as  it  flood  for- 
merly. 

The  Houfe  was  refumed,  and  the  report  ordered  to  be 
received  the  next  day. 

Mr.  ^.  Smith  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  regu- 
late the  height  between  the  decks  of  veflels  going  out  in  the 
(lave  trade,  and  that  the  Houfe  refolvc  itfelf  into  a  Committee 
of  the  whole  Houfe  the  next  day. 

Adjourned- 

HOUSE 
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HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 
Thursday,  June  iq. 

SCOTS  PEERAGE  OF  CLENCAIRK. 

The  Houfc  refolvcd  itfclf  into  a  Committee  of  privilegcf, 
tord  PFalfwiham  in  the  chair. 

The  Attorney  General  put  in  fome  documentary  evidence 
on  the  part  ot  the  crown,  illuftrative  of  Certain  parts  of  his 
argument  againft  the  claim  of  Sir  Adam  Fergufon  to  th^ 

above  peerage.  r    ^      ^  -  j        r        i. 

Mr.  Grants  on  the  part  of  the  claiment  made  a  few  ob- 
fervations  on  fome  parts  of  the  evidence,  as  adduced  by  the 

Attorney  General.  ,  ^     r -j   i. 

The  Lord  Chaeelhr  addreflcd  the  Committee,  he  faid,  be 
had  not  then  fufficienily  made  up  his  mind  on  the  cafe,  nor 
on  the  evidence  adduced,  to  be  able  to  ftatc  the  opinion  of 
its  merits  dcpifivejy.  He  vepiild  propofe,  that  the  Committee 
fliould  poftpone  the  farther  confideration  of  the  bufinefs  till 
Tuefday  ;  though  he  was  n  X  certain  that  at  that  time  he 
Uiould  be  perfeaiy  prepared.  j  .     ^    ri 

The  Committee  w^s  accordingly  adjourned  to  1  uelday 
next.     On  the  Houfe  refuming,  ^    tt     r     r  /< 

Mr.  Hobart  prcfented  a  melfage  from  the  Houfc  of  Com^ 
mons,  rcquefting  their  LordQiips  to  permit  the  Earl  of  Chef- 
terfield  and  Lord  Walfingham  to  be  examined  before  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  rcljitive  to  the  agreement 
made  with  Mr.  Palmer  (late  comptroller  general),  refpeft- 
ing  certain  reforms  jind  improveipepts  in  the  poft  office  cfta, 

blifhment.  «.  ,        /.  . 

In  confequence  of  this  meflage,  and  purfuant  to  the  proT 
Vifums  of  certain  ftanding  orders  of  the  Houfe,  the  reading 
of  which  were  moved  by  the  Earl  of  Chefterfield,  that  peer 
and  Lord  Walfingham  were  ordered  to  attend  s)s  above, 

SCOTS    APPEAL, 

Their  Lordfliips  heard  ^f  r.  Dallas  ^s  leading  counfel  for 
Ihe  refpondents,  at  great  length,  in  the  cafe  of  .$'r<?//,  Mw- 
crieffe,  and  Dfihy  v.  Houfto^n,  ^atdowdU  and  others.  The 
farther  hearing  was  adjourned  till  the  next  day. 

The  various  bills  upon  the  table  were  forwarded  in  theif 
refpeftive  ftages. 

Mr.  Hohart  prcfented  the  Scots  fpirit  duty  bill  from  thq 
Houfe  of  Commons,  which  was  read  a  tirft  time. 
**  ^  S  2  Two 
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Two  private  bills  were  alfo  brought  up» 

After  which  their. Lordlhips  adjourned  at  fix  o'clock  till 
the  next  Jay. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Thursday,  yune  29. 

yiu  Serjeant  Adair  brought  up  the  rcpoit  of  the  Com- 
mittee to  which  the  petition  of  Mr.  T.  Macklin  of  Fleet 
ftreet,  was  referred,  and  the  Committee  having  taken  the 
cpinion^of  feveral  artifts  that  it  would  be  beneficial  to  the 
arts  if  Mr.  Macklin  were  alloyved  to  difpofe  or  his  pi£lure, 
gallery  by  lottery,  they  were  of  opinion  that  the  grayer  of 
the  petition  fhould  be  granted.  He  therefore  moved  for 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill,  purfuant  to  the  prayer  of  the  peti- 
tion, 

Mr.  Sergeni  brought  up  the  e(lima(es  of  the  additional 
^allowance  to  the  artillery,  which  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
\able. 

The  bill  to  allow  an  additional  quantity  of  wheat  to  be  ex- 
ported to  Guernfey,  Jcrfey,  and  Alderney  was  read  a  firft 
time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  fecond  time  the  next  day. 

The  additional  duty  bill  on  diililleries  in  the  highland  of 
Scotland  was  read  a  third  time  and  pafled. 

The  fecond  reading  of  the  Norfolk  aflize  bill  was  deferred 
till  that  day  month. 

The  parcel  receipt  duty  bill  was  deferred  till  the  next  day. 

f^ORESTALLlNG    BILL 

The  Ordei'  of  the  day  for  the  further  confidcratioh  of  the 
report  of  the  bill  to  prevent  forcflalling  being  read, 

Mr.  Secretary  Dundas  decUned  any  particular  objedlons 
to  the  claufes  of  the  bill,  bccaufe  they  had  fufFcred  fo  little 
alteration  in  the  Committee,  that  it  feemed  as  if  the  Com- 
mittee defpaired  of  making  them  palatable.  He  objefled 
therefore  folely  to  the  general  principle,  which  many  years 
ago  had  undergone  fo  thorough  a  difcuilion,  as  to  require 
little  comment  now.  Every  man  tncw  that  the  erroneons 
ideas  which  caufed  the  old  and  obfolcte  aSs  of  Parliament 
for  the  regulation  of  trade,  were,  by  experience  of  thtir  bad 
cfFcfls,  exploded.  We  were  now  at  a  period  in  the  life  of 
tociety  when  commercial  knowledge  had  rifen  to  perfeSion, 
and  when  it  was  demonftraitd  by  daily  praflicc  that  more 

advantages 
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advantages  wtre  derived  from  unrcftraincd  modes  of  barter 
and  exchange,  than  from  any  regulation  which  the  limited 
underftandings  of  a  Icgiflature  could  devife.  More  than 
human  wifdom  was  required  to  regulate  the  manifold  and 
complicated  ramifications  of  commercial  intercourfe,  and 
after  all  it  would  be  found  that  individual  intereft  was  the 
beft  public  regulator.  He  remembered  a  (lory  of  a  foreigner 
who  exprefled  his  furprife  at  the  conilant  fupply  of  provi- 
fion«  in  the  London  markets  without  any  legiflative  regula- 
tion, and  the  anfwer  which  was  given  by  a  very  fenfible  man 
was  the  moft  apt  and  true  that  could  be  given  :  "  Sir,"  faid 
he,  **  the  London  markets  are  fupplied  in  this  regular  man- 
ner, becaufe  there  are  no  legiflative  regulations."  It  had  been 
faid,  one  objed^  of  the  bill  was  to  draw  up  fupplies  of  cattle 
from  great  diflances  ;  in  obfervation  upon  which,  he  wifhed 
to  know  whether  that  objedl  would  be  fooner  gained  from 
regulation  than  from  the  induflry  and  intercfl  of  graziers  ? 
Another  objeft  was,  to  exclude  the  interference  of  the  Job- 
ber, in  regaid  to  which  be  declared  he  knew  no  difference 
between  the  jobber  and  the  drover,  and  he  doubted  whether 
the  latter  would  not  then  contribute  equally  to  keep  up  the 
high  price  of  meat ;  for  if  falefmen  only  were  employed,  he 
did  not  know  what  proof  the  Houfe  pofleflTed  that  they  would 
not  convert  monopoly  to  their  advantage.  Upon  the  firm  . 
opinion,  therefore,  that  the  graziers  and  the  farmer  would 
difpofe  of  their  cattle  as  cheaply  as  they  could,  and  that  the 
bill  would  defeat  its  own  objeS,  in  its  prefent  ftate,  as  well 
as  fubje^t  the  people  to  great  rifque  and  inconvenicncies,  he 
moved,  to  pofipone  the  further  confideralion  of  it  to  that  day 
three  months. 

Mr.  Tierney  complained  that  thefe  objeSlons  had  not 
been  urged  fooner,  and  before  all  the  trouble  of  the  enquiry 
which  had  taken  place,  becaufe  the  principles  laid  down  by 
tKe  honourable  Secretary  laid  all  fa£ls  on  the  fubjeS  out  of 
the  queflion.  The  bill  had  been  greatly  altered  in  the  Com- 
mittee, and  fcarcely  one  claufe  remained  as  it  originally  flood. 
He  did  not  like  the  mode  of  reafoning  employed,  nor  did  he 
know  what  pretention  there  was  to  new  lights  on  the  fub- 
je£l.  The  Houfe  had  come  to  a  refolntion  in  1764,  that 
the  high  price  of  provifions  was  owing  to  the  laxnefs  of  the 
laws  againfl  foreftalling.  In  1767  this  refolntion  was  con- 
tradifted  by  one  direftly  oppofite.  In  1770  all  the  laws 
againft  foreflalling  had  been  repealed,  twenty-five  years  ex- 
perience intervened,  and  the  price  of  meat  had  been  found 

to 
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to  increafe.  A  Committee  )aft  year  had  decidedly  pronounced 
the  high  price  of  provifions  to  hie  owing  to  foreftalling,  fo  that 
the  lights  of  the  Houfc  on  the  fubjeft  were  againft  the  principle 
of  reafoning  aflumcd  by  the  honourable  Secretary.  lie  wilhed 
to  appeal  to  faQs,  notwithftapding  the  authority  of  Dr.  Smithy 
however  high  he  rated  him.  Meat  was  one  penny  or  ono 
penny  halfpenny  cheaper  per  |x>und  fixty  miles  fiom  London 
than  here,  and  to  what  caufe  was  it  to  be  aftfribed  ?  The  caufe 
was,  that  Smithiield  market  was  a  mockery,  and  that  no  cattle 
were  to  be  purchafcd  there  on  account  of  the  jobbers,  by  whom 
tliey  were  previoufly  bought  up.  There  were  regulations  upon 
other  articles  of  provifion,  why  not  (bmething  fimilar  with  re- 
gard to  meat  ?  The  principles  urged  on  the  other  ftde  went  to 
throw  every  thing,  into  confufion,  and  if  things  came  to  fuch 
»  height  as  to  occafion  difcontent,  how  would  the  honourable 
Gentleman  do  with  Dr.  Smith *s  book  in  his  hand,  inftead  of  the 
Riot  Aft?  He  was  for  trying  the  bill,  at  Icaft  for  a  year  or 
two.  The  Houfe  ought  not  to  give  an  example  that  they  were 
pawilling  to  enquire  into  imd  to  remedy  the  diflrcfs  of  the  poor. 
The  price  of  n.cat  was  truly  diftrcfTin;;  and  would  make  the 
hearts  of  Gentlemen  ach  to  fee  the  fufFerings  it  occafioned. 
When  meat  could  not  be  got  under  eight-pence  a  pound,  he 
left  it  to  the  Houfe  to  conceive  the  diftrefs  of  the  labourer  or 
manufafturer  to  provide  for  his  family. 

The  Secretary  at  War  fa  id,  that  he  coincided  with  the  rea- 
Ibnings  of  his  honourable  Friend.  It  was  faid  that  this  queftion 
was  to  be  decided  by  fads,  not  by  abftradl  reafoning .  But  by 
what  other  means  was  it  to  be  decided  but  by  realbnjng.  Did 
not  thofe  who  fupport  the  bill  take  certain  fafls,  draw  conclu- 
fions  from  them,  and  thence  infer  that  the  meafure  propofed 
was  the  remedy.  It  was,  therefore,  by  reafoning  that  the  point 
was  to  be  deciaed.  He  could  not  but  think  that  the  opinion  of 
Adam  Smith  was,  to  the  full,  as  good  as  the  opinion  of  the  par- 
ties formed  upon  their  own  fafts.*  This  was  a  fubjeft  upon 
which  the  mod  intelligent  were  obliged  to  proceed  witfi  cau- 
tion. It  was  faid  that  the  price  of  every  thing  had  encreafcd 
fince  the  laws  againft  forcrtalling  were  repealed,  but  had  not 
every  thing  elfe,  as  well  as  meat,  encreafed  in  price,  and  was 
it  not  imputable  to  the  increafe  of  money  and  the  more  general 
difFufion  of  wealth  ?  Something  more  was  neccflary  than  a 
number  of  fafts  ;  it  was  necefiary  to  prove  that  the  fads  war- 
ranted the  condufion.  He  could  not  admit  the  parties  to  be 
better  judges  upon  this  queftion,  becaufc  connefted  with  their 
own  profeffion,  than  men  who  had  better  means  of  (ludying 
the  general  principles  applicabfe  to  it.    It  was  rather  wbiinfical 
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in  the  honourable  Gentleman  to  deny  the  reality  of  the  new 
lights  of  the  prefcnt  age,  conildering  fome  of  the  opinions  he 
held.  Thefe  lights,  he  thought,  werefalfe  and  fallacious  in  the 
'  fenfe  that  rome  underftood  them,  and  ^  applicable  to  general 
theories  alone.  But  here  the  bafis  of  the  new  light  was  ex- 
perience.  Men  had  formerly  turned  little  of  their  attention  to 
commercial  fubjefts;  now  the  experience  of  every  country  had 
fhewn  the  bad  cfFe£ts  of  old  regulations,  and  proved  th^t  a  free 
trade  was  the  moft  beneficial.  The  honourable  Gentleman 
had  appealed  to  humanity,  but  could  it  be  fuppofed  that  every 
Member  in  the  Houfe  was  not  well  difpofcd  to  make  the  con- 
dition of  the  poor  as  comfortable  as  poffible?  Would  not 
the  lowering  the  price  of  meat  be  equally  beneficial  to  the 
poor,  to  the  rich,  to  every  clafs  in  the  comunity  ?  The  quef- 
tion  was  the  means  to  be  ufed.  .  He  thought  it  for  the  ad  van* 
tage  of  all  to  avoid  tampering  with  laws  on  this  fubjedl,  and» 
tlierefore,  he  was  againft  the  bill.  It  was  really  whimfical  to 
hear  it  ftated  that  the  farmer  was  injured  by  the  jobbers,  and 
could  not  get  his  cattle  brought  to  market.  Any  one  mud  be 
led  to  think,  that  not  jobbers  but  robbers  were  the  perfoos 
pointed  at  in  the  bill.  And  what  was  the  evil  under  which  the 
farmer  laboured  ?  Why,  nothing  but  this,  that  he  was  in^ 
duced  by  the  price  offered  to  part  with  his  cattle  on  the  road» 
without  bringing  them  to  London  !  And  this  was  the  violence 
complained  of.  He  was  convinced  that  the  parties  bringing 
forward  this  b^l  meant  well,  but  he  thought  any  regulations 
on  the  fubjeft  pernicious.  The  jobber  facilitated  and  infured 
the  regular  fupply  of  the  market.  The  men  of  capital  wcie 
enabled  to  ftand  the  different  fluSuations  of  the  market, 
which  men  trading  with  lefs  capital,  or  each  man  trading*  for 
himfelf,  could  not  do.  Thefe  middle  men  facilitated  the  attain- 
ment of  the  great  objc£l  of  the  public  advantage.  They  were 
the  intermediate  wheels  which  in  moral  and  phyfical  machine 
communicated  between  the  firft  and  the  laft,  and  produced  the 
perfciElion  of  the  whole.  Confiering  this  bill,  therefore,  as 
likely  to  produce  very  dangerous  confequences,  to  render  the 
fupply  of  the  market  infecure  and  irregular,  he  was  decidedly 
again  (I  it. 

Mr.  Ti^rney  explained. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  coincided  in  the  opinions  of 
his  honoura1)le  Friends,  and  had  only  a  finale  word  to  add. 
The  queftion  was  not  who  wiftied  to  diminilh  the  hardfliips  of 
the  poor,  but  the  means  by  which  theobjeft  was  to  beefFefled  ? 
In  the  end  they  were  all  agreed.  It  is  bccaufe  we  tliink  the  BjU 
is  calculated  to  produce  an  tii^St  contrary  to  its  profeifion,  that 

we 
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wc  think  it  neceffary  to  rcfift  it,  and  he  for  one  couid  not,  con* 
iiftently  with  his  duty,  give  a  filcnt  vote.  He  had  convcrfed 
with  the  perfons  wl^o  had  fuggcfted  this  nr»cafure,  ami  was  con« 
vinced  of  their  good  intcriti^ns,  though  he  difFered  in  opinion. 
He  believed  there  were  ir.any  inftances  in  which  the  abufcs 
compi  lined  of  exiftfd,  and  he  alfo  helieved  the  capitalills  {bme- 
times  tienched  on  the  profits  of  the  fair  trader;  yet  notwith- 
ftanding,  he  would  rnther  leave  the  evil  to  corredk  itfelf,  than 
endanger  the  regular  fupply  of  the  market.  There  were  three 
articles  which  people  employed  as  (lock  in  trade,  induftry,  Ikill 
and  capital ;  and  lie  that  had  the  moft  of  all  would  trade  the 
beft  to  advantage.  How  arc  you  to  find  laws  to  equalize  thefc? 
Two  of  them,  (kill  and  induftry  cannot  be  equalized  !  There 
is  no  way  left  then,  but  to  exclude  capital,  and  that  would  de- 
llroy  the  vital  principle  of  commerce,  by  faking  away  its  fe- 
curity.  He  found  in  Dr,  Smith,  that  there  could  be  no  prin- 
ciple of  competition  between  the  fmall  carcafe  butcher  and  the 
large  one,  and  though  they  might  produce  more  competition 
among  the  fmall  ones,  by  (hutting  out  that  line  of  competitors^ 
who,  on  account  of  their  capitals  were  enabled  to  trade  to  the 
greateft  advantage,  and  thereby  perhaps,  in  fome  few  inftances, 
produce  better  general  efFcfls ;  yet  they  would,  at  the  £simc 
time,  trench  on  competition,  and  deprive  the  Public  of  its  beft 
and  permanent  refource.  Inftead  of  attempting,  therefore,  to 
realize  wild  theories,  it  appeared  better  to  follow  the  ordinary 
courfe  of  things,  and  leave  trade  open  and  unfettered  ;  for  this 
at  leaft  was  the  refult  of  experience,  dictated  by  praflice,  and 
attefted  by  the  fate  of  every  country.  Mere  cheapncfs  he  did 
not  confider  to  be  fo  great  an  objeft  as  a  reafonable  certainty  of 
fupply,  and  by  the  prefent  mode  of  barter,  the  markets  cannot 
fluftuatc  arbitrarily  and  fuddenly,  as  they  might  do  by  a  legifla- 
tive  interference,  leaving  the  poor  to  a  precarious  and  fome- 
times  miferable  fubfiftence. 

Mr.  Vanjhtart  obferved,  that  the  evidence  of  the  falefmen 
and  cutting  butchers  was  e»  farUy  and  biafled  by  their  feparate 
interefts  to  fhare  the  profits  of  the  jobber.  He  attributed  the 
high  price  of  meat  to  a  fcarcity  of  cattle. 

Mr.  Bajlard  faid,  there  was  evidence  before  the  Houfe  that 
Foreftallers  aimed  at,  and  fucceeded  in,  creating  a  monopoly, 
and  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Houfe  to  defeat  fuch  attempts. 
Thefe  attempts,  rtwjisttue,  were  indiSahle  at  common  law, 
but  the  procefs  was  too  expcnfive  to  be  a6lcd  on.  It  was  evi- 
dent that  the  farmer  was  deprived  of  the  power  of  fending  his 
cattle  to  market,  and  of  felling  them  as  he  thought  prc^r; 
and  if  the  prefent  regulations  (ox  preventing  this  almfe  were 

rejefted, 
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rejcacd,  fomc  odier  fyftem'  fliould  be  propofcd  by  tbofc  who 
TtjcSt  them. 

■        Si  quid  novifti  re€ttxi9  iftii^ 
Candiousiropertlf  si  non,  his  utcre  mecum. 

'Mr.  Malnwaring  faici,  that  he  had  a  letter  from  the  tirft  far* 
mer  in  the  county  of  Somerfet,  approving  the  regulations  pro- 
pofed  by  tliis  Bill.  There  were  meetings  lield  in  that  county, 
and  (;thers,  all  giving  the  fandlion  of  their  approbation  to  the 
meafure  ;  there  were  fcveral  Petitions  on  ihn  Table  in  favour 
of  it,  and  not  one  againft  the  Bill.  It  was  rather  Angular,  that 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  fhould  be  a  better  judge  of  the  uitereft 
of  the  farmers,  than  the  farmers  themfclvcs. 

Mr.  JsUtffe  faid,  that  the  market  could  not  be  regularly  fup- 
plied  if  the  prefent  regulations  were  adopted.  More  l>cncfit 
would,  in  his  opinion,  arife  from  eftablifliing  another  market 
in  fome  other  quarter  of  the  town. 

After  which,  the  Houfe  divided.  For  the  adjournment  for 
three  mowths, 

Ayes,      39 

IsioeSy     7 

MajiirUy,         32 
The  fiill  is  therefore  loft. 

The  Report  of  the  Slave  Carrying  Bill  was  received  an4 
agreed  to. 

The  Houfe  went  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  to 
confider  a  refolution  upon  the  introduflion  of  a  iJill  for  re^'u- 
jating  the  height  between  decks  of  African  flave  fliips.  The 
Houfe  was  refumed  and  leave  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  that 
purpofe. 

The  confideration  of  the  Finances  of  India,  which  flood  fc^ 
this  day,  was  put  of  till  next  day. 

Tl^  other  orders  were  then  deferred.     Adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 
Friday,  June  30. 

The  Lords  proceeded  to  hear  Counfel  at  confiderablc 
length  in  the  appeal  from  the  court  of  fellion,  of  Scott,  Mon^ 
crieff  Daky  and  others,  againft  Houjlon  and  others,  when^ 
upon  motion  of  the  Lord  Qjanallory  judgment  was  deferred 
till  Monday  next. 

Several  bills  pafled  through  the  Committep^ 

Adjourned. 

Vol.  IIL  1797-  3T  HOUSE 
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HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
FitlOAY,  June  30. 

Mr.  Alderman  Anderjon  prefented  a  petition  on  behalf  of 
certain  perfons  who  had  been  confined  ford^bt  in  the  King's 
bench  prir^n,  feme  of  them  for  fifteen  years  and  an  half, 
and  whofe  debts  amounted  to  3C0  1.  and  who,  alt  the  com- 
mtri-tmcnt  of  their  imprifonmcnt  were  able  to  pay  tc^i 
ll;illings  ill  the  pound,  others  for  upwards  of  2000I.  and  who 
cojld  have  p.ud  upwards  of  five  Ihillings  in  the  pound ; 
many  of  ihcm  in  fi.ch  a  fiiuation  that  tht7  mufl  have  pcrilh- 
e*l  1  )ng  ago,  but  for  the  humanity  of  William  Jones  Efq. 
the  maifhal  of  the  prifon,  praying  to  be  included  in  the  bill 
row  (J-  pending  for  the  relief  of  infolvent  debtors,  5rc.  Re- 
ierred  to  a  Committee  on  the  bill. 

^  prefented  another  petition  from  another  clafs  of  pri- 
foncrs  from  the  fame  place,  concluding  with  a  fimilar  prayer. 
Referred  in  the  fame  manner. 

Ano.  her  from  prifoners  confined  for  debt  in  the  gaol  of 
D  MchL'tfert     Ordered  to  be  laid  on  the  table, 

Mr.  Serjeani  /Uair  hroiighx  in  the  bill  for  enabling  Mr, 
Mav  klin  of  Fleet  ftreet,  to  difpofe  of  his  colleclion  of  mq-r 
(icrn  paintings,  as  now  exhibited  at  bis  gallery  by  way  of 
cl  ance.  Rw;:d  a  firft  time  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  fecond 
time  on  TuL.day. 

Read  a  fecond  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  4 
Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe  on  Tuefday  next,  the  bill  for 
the  better  encouragement  of  the  fcamen,  and  for  the  more 
effectually  manning  his  Majefty's  navv,  on  the  motion  of  Sir 
fr.  Scott. 

The  bill  for  enabling  Roman  Catholics  and  ProteQant 
Diirenit;r<i  to  kive  as  officeis  in  the  new  cavalry  and  fupple- 
mental  militia,  was  ordered  to  ^t  read  a  third  tune  on  Moo* 
dav,  i^  then  engroifcd. 

Mr.  Metcafe  prefented  a  petition  on  behalf  of  the  Eaft 
In  'iaconipany,  itating,  ih:;t  the  bill  iiow  depending  for  alter- 
ing the  jt'dicature  of  India,  6tC.  would  be  injurious  to  them, 
;ind  pr<»)ing  to  be  heard  by  Coufel  againfl  the  bill. 

1  iir  queftion  hiring  put,  that  the  p^titicndo  Heonthetable. 

Mr.  Secretary  £)w////r<f  obferved,  that  the  objedlions  to  the 
bill  wtreitated  in  the  petition  in  a  general  way,  as  if  they 
wtre  applicable  to  the  whole  bill,  whereas  in  truth,  they 
V(:.  (Wily  applicable  to  one  claufe  in  the  bill.  This  he 
]vQlw,  f9r  he  had  converfed  with  the  Counfcl  a»inft  the 
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biU,  and  sunderflood  from  that  learned  Gentleman  that  to  \m 
the  caPe^  he,  therefore,  could  not  agree  that  the  fecond  rcad-^ 
ingof  the  bill  (hoiild  be  delayed  on  account  of  this  petition, 
bccaufe  all  the  obje(5^ions  might  be  heard  by  a  Committee  on 
the  bill,  or  on  the  report. 

Major  MeUaife  exprelTcd  his  convidion  that  the  Company 
would  be  fatisfied  with  any  decifion  which  the  Houfe  might 
think  proper  to  make. 

Mr.  Secretary  Dundas  then  moved  the  order  of  the  day  for 
thd  fecond  reading  of  the  bill  ;  the  bill  was  read  a  fecond 
time  accordit)gly,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  whole  Houfe  on  Tuefday  next;  and  the  petition 
of  the  Eaft  India  company  was  referred  to  a  Committee. 

Mr.  Denty  after  fome  obfervations  on  the  amount  of  the  ' 
dog  tax,  which  he  dated,  in  the  lad  three  quarters,  to  be 
70,000!.  moved,  that  the  produ£l  of  the  faid.  tax,  and  of 
game  certificates,  be  referred  to  the  confideration  of  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  Houfe,  on  Friday  next.  His  obje^Sl  for 
this  motion  was  to  extend  the  prodtid,  and  pflper  fome  regula* 
lions  that  might  appear  in  many  points  of  view  more  falutary 
than  the  prefent  ones. 

The  Chancilkr  of  the  Exchequer  ohtesvtdj  that  the  produce 
of  the  three  quarters  upon  the  dog  tax,  had  fully  anfwered 
the  expedation  that  had  been  formed  upon  it.  If  the  hon. 
member  meant  to  recur  to  the  ideas  he  had  thrown  out  laft 
feflion,  'and  which  the  Houfe  then  difapproved,  he  ihould 
certainly  oppofe  them,  as  he  had  done  before. 

Mr.  Dent  {My  that  with  regard  to  the  game  certificates, 
he  believed  there  would  be  no  occafion  for  him  to  fay  much  ; 
but  as  to  the  dog  tax  he  fhould  certainly  perfill  in  the  mea- 
fure  which  he  propofed  laft  year.  He  lliould  do  the  faq:ic 
every  year  while  he  had  a  feat  in  that  Houfe. 

The  Houfe  then  agreed  to  refer  thefe  points  to  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  whole  Hou(e  on  Friday  next. 

NEW    TAXES. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  moved  the  order  of  the 
day  for  the  Houfe  to  rcfolve  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  for  raifing  a  fnpply. 

The  Houfe  having  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee*, 
The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  k\d,  "  Sir,  as  it  is  my  duty 
to  offer  to  the  confideration  of  the  Committee  fubftitutes  for 
the  deficiencies  that  have  taken  place  in  the  eftimaied  produce 
of  the  late  taxes,  I  (hall  take  the  liberty  of  Rating  refpeS- 
tively  what  thcfe  taxes  are  on.which  any  deficit  has  happen- 

3  T  2  ed 
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eds     It  will  in  the  firft  place  be  neceflary  ta  provide,  a  Tub-* 
iUtnte  for  the  propofed  toll  duty,  which  as  Gentlemen  muft: 
recoiled,  was  eftimated  at  the  fum  of  450.0001.     That  there 
are  many  ftrong  objedions  to  this  tax,  and  particularly  ia 
the  manner  pf  collecting  it»  I  readily  admit,  and  it  has 
therefore  been  given  up.     There  is  alfo  another  tax  to 
which  fo  many  and  fo  ftrong  objedlions  as  to  the  furme^cer- 
tainly  clo  not  exift,  but  the  details  of  which  are  of  fo  compli- 
eate  a  nature,  that  I  (hall  not  prefs   it  upon  the  Houfe  at 
this  late  period  of  the  feffion,  though  I  think  it  neceflary  at 
the   fame  time  to  obierve,  that  it  is  not  liable  to  fuch  foiid 
objeAions  as  to  induce  me  to  abftain  froni  taking  the  fcnfe  . 
of  the  Houfe  upon  it  at  fome  future  period.    Having  made 
thefe  obfervationsy  it  is  no  doubt  clearly  underdood,  that  I 
allude  to  the  tax  on  parcels.     I  feel   myfelf  called  on  to 
notice  the  manner  of  an  honourable  Gentleman  (Mr.  Sheri- 
dan) oppof^te  to  me,  who  feemed  to  think  that  the  tax  to 
which  I  adverted  was  of  another  defcription,  and  refpeded 
the  inland  navigation.     I  therefore.  Sir,  feel  it  my  duty  to 
ftate,  that  though  fome  alterations  and  modifications,  which 
it  may  have  been  found  neceflary   to  introduce,   may  make 
theprodu6l  of  that  talc  lefis,  yet  there  exifls  no  difpofltion 
whatever  on  my  part  to  relinquifh  it.     Thefe  modifications 
may  probably  occafion  a  redudion  in  the  amount,  which 
was  i2o,oocl.  to  about  30,000!.     I  therefore  mean  to  make 
provision  for  that  deficiency.     In  the  tax  upon  newfpapers^ 
a  difcount  has  been  aUowed,  and  it  has  not,  fronft  various 
reafons,  been  judged  proper  to  perfift  in  the  propofed  duty 
on  advertifements..    This  will  alfo  occafion  a  further  fum 
to  be  provided  for  of  4/^,000!.     Another  tax  which  was  ap- 
proved  of  by  the  Committee,  is  a  ftamp  duty  upon  transfers 
of  property  ;  and  though  a  tax  upon  deeds  may  not  be  com- 
pletely free  from  objedion,  yet  it   is  in  its  principle  unde- 
niably fit  for  taxation  ;  biu  as  it  is  difficult  to  make  a  fcale 
adeqfuate  to  comprehend  every  cafe,  I  (hM  not  eftimatc  the 
produ6l  though  fixed  at  170,0001.  at  more  than  go,ocol.     It 
therefore  appears  that  z  deficit  remains  to  de  provided  for  of 
660j00ol.  as  follows : 

'Toll  Duty  .  -  ^.  450,000 

Inland  Navigation  -  90,000 

Newfpaper  Advertifements        -  *       40,000 
Transfers  of  Property  -  "^80,000 

£.  660,000 

Having 
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Having  thus  dated  the  deficit^  I  feel  no  fmall  fatisfadioa 
in  being  cnaqied  to  afTure  the  Committee,  that  in  thofe  taxes 
for  which  credit  has  not  been  taken,  there  is  a  confiderable 
fiiplus  to  provide  for  it.  i  particularly  allude  to  the  duty 
upon  Spotch  fpiriis.  The  Houfe  will  recolie£l»  that  credit 
was  taken  for  330,0001.  The  avciagc  i^roducc  vas  not  for- 
merly more  than  53000!.  per  annum,  but  according  to  the 
prefent  ra  c  of  duty,  54I.  has  been  laid  upon  every  gallon  of 
the  contents  of  ilills  in  the  Low  Lands,  and'91.  in  every  part 
of  the  High  L&nds  and  61.  ics.  in  another  part.  The  ave- 
rage  of  the  Tatter  may  confcquentiy  be  taken  at  81.  It  is  no 
eaTy  matter  to  (late  a  jufl  proportion  between  the  High  Lands 
and  the  Low  Lands,  hut  it  is  afcertained  that  more  than 
8coo  gallons^  were  diflilled  in  the  Low  lands,  and  13,000' in 
the  High  Lands  before  the  prefent  duty.  I  ihall  therefore 
take  the  number  in  the  former  at  ScOv-:,  i^nd  the  latter  at 
ic,coo.  I  have  no  difficulty  in  aflerung  that  the  revenue 
will  be  carried  to  a  yet  greater  extent,  but  taking  it  on  the 
prefent  foale,  the  total  amoimt  of  this  part  of  the  revenue 
cannot  be  well  efiimated  at  Icfs  than  5i2,cocl.  which  will 
of  courfe  leave  a  furplus  of  t82|COol.  to  be  applied  to  the 
dtficit  which  is  now  to  be  provided  for. 

NEW    TAXES, 
DUTY    ON    HOKSES. 

I  come  now,  Sir,  to  the  confideration  of  new  duties,  and 
I  muft  obfcrve,  that  one  impofition  will  fall  on  thofe  who 
would  have  been  fubjed  to  the  payment  of  the  toll  tax.  T 
mean  a  tax  on  fhofe  horfes  already  liable  to  pay  2s.  ,and  I 
propofe  a  duty  of  5s.  to  be  laid  on  all  horfes,  now  fubjed  to 
the  payment  of  2S.  and  employed  in  the  purpofes  of  agricuU 
ttire.  The  produft  of  this  impofition  may  be  dated  at  the 
fun)  of  150,000!.  and  here  I  think  it  neccflary  to  c^ferve, 
that  I  will  not  fubjeft  the  farmers  or  proprietors  of  fuch 
horfes  to  more  than  if  tne  toll  duty  had  taken  place,  and 
they  had  paid  for  the  turnpike  of  a  horfe  only  12  times 
during  the  year.  ^ 

PEPPI.R,  COALS,  &c. 

The  next  article  is  5  per  cent  additional  on  thofe  articles 
of  the  cuftoms  on  which  no  fpecial  duty  is  now  impofed. 
Sugar,  wrnc,  tea,  tobacco,  Eaft  India  goods,  and  fome  other 
articles,    are    excepted.      The  prcdu6l    of  this    additional 

duty 
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duty  on  theimpwriation  of  pepper,  I  ihall  take  at  15,000!. 
and  that  on  the  exportation  of  coals^at  14,000!. 

WATCHES  AND  CLOCKS. 

There  is  anotlier  article  on  which  I  fliall  not  fay  mtich, 
as  I  find  it  has  been  already  anticipated.  I  mean  that  of 
watches  and  cloclcs,  which  I  conceive  to  be,  fit  fnbje^ls  for 
taxation,  as  they  clkarly  are  articles  both  of  convenience  and 
luxury.  1  propofe  therefore  that  los.  (hould  be  paid  by  all 
perfons  wearing  gold  watches,  and  2s.  6d.  by  thoie  wearing 
iilver  or  metal  watches.  The  Aim  of  five  (hillings  1  cannot 
imagine  too  much  for  every  cloclc,  except  that  kind  of  clock 
which  is  generally  ufed  in  cottages,  and  which  is  to  be  par- 
ticularly defcribed.  There  may  certainly  be  fome  difficulty 
in  collefting  this  tax  ;  but  there  muft  be  a  great  willingnefs 
in  many  perfons,  and  there  cannot  be  a  confiderable  unvvil- 
lingnefs  in  general  topayfo  fmall  a  fum.  It  is  intended  that 
a  lift  (hould  be  returned  to  the  proper  office,  ftating  the  num- 
ber of  clocks  in  every  houfe.  In  eftimating  the  amoimt  of 
this  dutyv  I  have  regulated  my  opinion  by  the  number  of 
houfes  in  the  kingdom,  which  certainly  appears  to  be  the 
faireft  and  moft  accurate  ftandard  of  calculation.  Taking 
therefore,  the  number  of  houfes  at  700,0 :?o,  it  can  hardly  be 
fuppofcd  but  there  is  more  than  one  watch. in  every  family, 
in  moft  inftances  many  will  be  found  in  the  fame  houfc 
wearing  watches ;  but  I  havc'confined  my  cftimate  within 
every  poflible  limit,  and  I  have  fuppofed  no  more  than 
800,000  perfons  throughout  the  kingdom,  who,  rated  at  2s.' 
6d.  each  for  filver  or  pietal  watches  will  give  a  fum  of 
joo.oool.  200, 000  more  wearing  gold  watches,  will  at  los. 
each  alfo  produce  ioo,oool.  ^  and  as  I  calculate  3  or  400,000 
houfes  that  are  provided  each  with  one  clock,  the  amount  of 
this  part  of  the  duty  may  be  ftated  at  ioo,oool.  The  total 
produft  will  therefore  be  300,000!.  yet  I  only  take  credit  for 
20o,oool.  for  the  purpofe  of  avoiding  any  future  deficiency. 

, RECAPITULATION. 

5uplu$  on  Scotch  Spirits  -  -  £'  182,000 
Horfes  employed  in  agriculture.  -  -  150,000 
Pepper  -  -  -  150,000 

Coals  -  -  -  14000 

Watches  and  Clocks  -     ♦       -        2oo,oco 

Having 
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.  Having  thus  ftated  tp  ihe  Committee  the  principal  fiibftir 
lutes  which  are  to  provide  for  the  deficit  of  660,000  I  (hall^ 
therefore,  conclude  v/ilh  moving  the  firft  refolution. 

Mr.  Shtrldan  faid,  it  did  npt  often  Jhappeti  for  him  to  op- 
pofe  taxes,  nor  did  it  often  happen  that  taxes  were  rctraded 
after  they  had  been  fubmitted.  He  regretted  the  want  of 
previous  confideration  in  thofe  pctfons  whofe  duty  it  was  t/) 
confider  the  taxes  they  intended  to  propofe  in  every  fhapc 
before  they  propofed  ihem,  as  much  inconvenience  and  dif- 
appointment  would  be  othcrwife  avoided.  When  the  taK 
upon  turnpikes  was  originally  propofed,  he  mentioned  his 
belief  that  it  was  both  impolitic  and  improper,  and  advlfed 
the  right  honourable  Gentleman  to  deliberate  upon  it.  Now 
it  appeared  that  his  opinions  were  corrtdi,  and  he  fincerely 
wifhed  his  advice  had  been  taken,  becaufe  it  was  a  dreadful 
thing  at  fo  late  a  period  of  the  fclTions,  and  at  a  time  when 
the  Houfewas  fo  very  thi.ly  attended,  to  abandon  taxes  to 
the  amount  of  66o,oool.  and  be  obliged  to  feek  out  fubfli- 
tiites.  He  wlftied  the  right  honourable  Gentleman  would 
follow  the  praflice  of  his  prcdecelfors  ;  confider  the  taxes  he 
meditated  to  propofe  firft,  and  propofe  them  afterwards.  But 
infteadof  that,  the  right  honourable  Gentleman  reverfed  the 
ufual  order  of  things,  for  he  propofed  them  firft,  and  then  be- 
gan to  take  them  into  his  confideration.  The  confequence  of 
this  mode  of  proceeding  was,  that  he  calculated  the  produfl  of 
his  levies  at  an  erroneous  rrte,  or  was  afterwards,  obliged  to 
abandon  the  taxes  he  propofed.  Such  it  feemed  had  been 
the  cafe  with  the  tax  upon  turnpikes,  and  as  he  had  no  doubt 
but  the  tight  honourable  Gentleman  had  perfevered  in  his 
former  fyftem,  he  did  not  fee  what  better  reafon  he  had  to 
fuppofc  thefe  fubftitutes  would  be  lefs  objedlionablc  in  their 
nature,  or  as  productive  as  they  were  eftimated,  than  thofc 
which  he  had  abandoned,  or  thofe  in  which  there  was  a  de* 
falcation.  He  thought  the  right  honourable  Genthman  had 
taken  up  the  tax  on  horfes,  employed  in  agriculture  in  parti- 
cular, too  haftily,  and  that  a  duty  upon  them  was  unjuft. 
The  right  honourable  Gentleman  had  faid,  that  with  the  ad- 
ditional duty  he  propofed  to  levy,  the  horfes  employed  In 
agriculture  would  not  pay  more  than  they  would  have  paid, 
if  the  tax  upon  tolls  and  turnpikes  had  not  been  abandoned. 
Now  he  underftood  that  the  very  reafon  why  the  tax  on  tolls 
and  turnpikes  was  abandoned,  was  becaufe  it  would  prefs 
heavily  on  agriculture.  If  that  were  the  cafe,  he  thought 
it  a  peculiar  hardfliip  iipon  farmers^  and  the  other  perfoi>s 

employed 
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employed  in  agricultaral  improvenaents,  that  horfes  kept  for 
pompor  picaftirc  Ihould  be  now  exempted,  and  the  whole 
of  tlie  burden  fall  on  thofe  for  whom  it  was  pretended  the 
other  tax  had  been  abandoned.  When  the  duty  of  2s.  was 
originally  prnpofcd  npon  every  horfe  employed  in  agriculture, 
he  thought  it  bad,  ar.dobjedUd  to  the  principfe,  inafmuch  as 
it  ltd  the  way  to  future  levies  upon  articles,  which,  inflcad, 
of  receiving  any  check,  defervcd  encourageuicnt*  The 
right  hobourahk*  G-ntlcman,  however,  then  faid,  that  the 
duty  was  fu  low,  it  fcjrccly  could  be  called  a  check,  and  there 
wasa  great  improbability  of  its  encrcafing,  Notwithfrand- 
ing  that  declaration,  it  now  appeared  Ixis  objeiSion  to  the 
principle  was  founded  upon  reafon,  for  the  right  honourable 
Gentleman  had  now  turned  the  duty  of  2s.  to  five,  next 
year  perhaps  he  would  turn  it  from  five  to  ten^  and  in  a  fcv( 
years  more,  if  he  ftiould  be  ftill  obliged  to  impofe  new  taxes 
and  abandon  them  afterwards,  h;?  would  prohahly  encreafe 
from  ten  to  twenty,  and  finally,  raife  a  tax  upon  the  feeds 
put  iiUo  the  earth.  Any  thing  which  tended  to  dif».ouragc 
agriculture  was,  in  his  opir^i^ju,  the  worft  uiea fare  that  copld 
be  adopted,  and  this  was  prccijely  of  that  dcfcription.  Be- 
iides,  this  was  not  a  time  for  farnaers  to  raife  the  price  of 
their  commodities  by  way  of  co^npenfation,  \vl  en  they  were 
butjuft  recovering  from  the  tffc(^s  of  unproductive  crops, 
and  other  peculiar  diftrefTes,  He  fliould,  therefore,  oppofe 
that  refolution,  and  take  the  fenfe  of  the  comiTijiaee  upon  it. 
In  regard  to  t^e  incrcafed  produce  of  the  Scotch  diftiileries, 
he  was  aot  pofTefled  of  any  certain  infornaatioD.  It  wa$ 
polfihle  the  duty  upon  ftills  might  produce  more  than  thq 
vight  honourable  Gentleman  had  ilatcd  formerly^  and  it  was 
alfo  poffiblc  it  might  produce  Icfs.  With  regard  to  the 
five  per  cent,  duty  upon  cuftoms,  it  appeared  to  him-  fo  faf 
objeftionable,  as  It  would  injure  both  the  falc  and  the  revenue, 
upon  certain  articles  not  able  to  bear  a  general  incrcafe  of 
duty  in  that  way.  To  the  tax  propofed  on  clocks  and 
watches  he  had  no  Qbje£lion,  except  to  the  difficulty  of  cbU 
Jedling  it,  the  unceriamty  of  its  amount,  and  the  encourage* 
fnent  it  offered  to  a  contempfibic  fet  of  fpies  and  informers^ 
The  difficulty  of  collcding  it  mttft  be  obvious  to  every  man, 
for  he  could  not  fee  by  what  means  the  proprietor  of  a  hotife 
«vould  be  able  to  afcertain  the  number  of  watches  in  it,  fince 
a  watch  was  not  worn  in  an  oftentatious  manner  like  pow- 
der, nor  can  a  man  always  vouch  whether  his  houfe-keepet 
wears  a  watch  or  no,  thotigh  he  might  be  able  to  notify 

whether 
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Whether  (he  commonly  wore  powder.  Having  fiiid  thus  much: 
againd  the  taxes  propofed,  it  might  be  alked,  whether  lie  could 
recommend  any  in  their  room?  if  he  could  not  he  believed 
there  was  an  honourable  Gentleman  near  him  (Mr.  Dent) 
who  might  poffibly  fuggeft  one  fa  laugh).  However  he 
would  venture  to  try,  and  in  the  firft  place  he  begged  leave  to 
enquire  whether  a  tax  upon  parks  and  pleaiure  grounds,  pine- 
ries, hot  houfes,  green  boufes,  ice  houfcs  and  fhrubberies, 
might  not  be  pradticable  and  produSive?  The fc  were  articles 
of  luxury,  and  fince  it  was  the  prafticc  of  Gentlemen  of  late 
to  fell  their  venifon,  they  might  in  fome  degree  he  able  like 
other  tradefmen,  to  reimburfe  thcmfelvcs  by  an  additional 
charge  upon  it.  Tne  next  tax  he  ihniW  venture  to  fuggeft 
might  in  truth  be  calletia  fair  and  iieceffary  regulation.  Thif 
was  a  ftamp  duty  upon  weights  and  meafures,  but  particularly 
on  fuch  as  bottles  and  other  meafures  liable  to  fraud.  He 
concluded  by  faying,  he  fliould  divide  the  Committee  upon 
the  refolutton  for  impofing  an  additional  duty  ufxm  horfes  em- 
ployed in  agriculture. 

The  Chancellor  tf  tht  Exchequer  obferved,  that  the  honoura- 
ble Gentleman  had  charged  him  with  the  pervcrfiiy  of  im- 
pofmg  this  tax  upon  hories  by  way  of  modification  for  a  tax 
which  he  had  abandoned,  upon  thofe  very  people  for  whom 
he  had  abandoned  that  duty.  Now,  that  was  not  the  princi* 
pic  nor  the  exclufive  motive  for  him  to  abandon  the  duty  on 
turnpikes,  but  his  motive  io<c  abandoning  it  was,  becaufe  he 
found  the  tax  on  tolls  would  not  bear  equally  in  every  part  of 
the  kingdom,  nor  on  ^the  different  fpecies  of  perfons  liable  to 
pay  it.  He  found  alfothat  there  would  lie  a  difficufty  in  mak*- 
ingany  cRcepttons,  and  a  difficulty  of  en^rcinor  ir  withont 
cxceptbns.  He  bad,  therefore,  endeavoured  to  fubdtture  ano- 
ther tax,  whfich  was  likely  to  be  more  equal  m  its  Oijemrion, 
and  one  argument  which  he  had  ufed  to  recommend  <t,  but 
which  unfortunately  appeared  to  have  been  mitundcrttoMl, 
was,  that  thofe  perfontwho  were  connefled  Wfth  a^rivuluire, 
and  were  in  tlie  habit  of  paflTing  turnpikes  with  the:r  iiorieft, 
would,  in  paiKng  one  turnpike  no  lefs  than  twelve  cnnes  in  a 
year,  if  the  duty  had  l)een  doubled,  have  paid  a  heavier  tax 
llian  this. .  The  other  tax,  therefore,  on  account  of  its  in- 
equality of  preflUre,  was  not  fair.  This  was  fair  in  itfelf,  and 
it  was  only  in  part  tliat  it  Aemed  to  a£t  as  a  fubfttu^c  for  the 
other,  which  would  have  preSL'd  on  the  fame  people  mtwe. 
The  duty  upon  cuftoms  was  not  levied  in  an  mdifcrim^'iate 
manner,  inafmuch  as  fuch  articles  were  excepted  which  aU 
VoL.  III.  1797.  3  U  ^^^ii 
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ready  contributed  largely  to  the  revenue^  and  the  rea(bn  wdy 
the  duty  on  Scotch  fpints  would  amount  to  more  than  what  * 
he  formerly  conipute^l,  was,    that  a  part  of  the    duty   was 
not  then  impofed.     He  would  not  fit  down  without  returning 
thanks  to  the  honoumble  Geotieman  for  his  cofniDunkations ; 
but  he  feared  tlie  honourable  Gentleman's  own  charge  would 
revert  upon  himfeify  for  he  had  propofed  taxes,  fird,  and  left 
them  to  be  taken  into  confideraiion  afterwards.     The  taxes 
he  had  pointed  out  were  not  of  new  conjecture,  or  peculiar  to 
the  honourable  Gentleman  ;  for  in  the  habit  as  he  was  of  re- 
ceiving a  multiplicity  of  fuggeftions  of  this  nature,  there  were 
none  which  had  been  oftener  fubmitteH,  and  hy  a  great  variety 
of  perfons,  than  that  on  parks  and  pleafure  grounds^     He  cer- 
tainly had  no  obje£tion  to  tax  them,  efixcinlly  as  they  were 
luxuries  peculiar  to  the  rich,  and  proper  objed^s  of  taxation  ; 
but  unfortunately  the  honourable  Gentleman  had  conduced 
himfelf  precifeJy  in  the  fame  manner  with  thofc  other  pcrfons 
vtho  had  fuggefted  the  fau»e  tax,  for  he  had  not  eftlmated  the 
produft;  he  had  not  (hewn  how  it  was  to  be  enforced,  how 
applied,  nor  how  colk(Sed.     For  bis  own  part,  he  confefled 
himfelf  perfe6Uy  at  a  lofstoknowin   what  way  it  was  to  be 
carried  into  execution.     He  neither  knew  what  number  of 
acres  to  compute  at,  how  to  Separate  the  acres  cultivated  for 
agriculture  from  thofe  cultivated  for  pieafure,  what  extent  of 
ihrubbery  to  take,  or  to  decide  upon  the  length  of  rhe  walk. 
In  Hiort,  there  was  fuchan  cndlefs  variety  of  boundary  and  ar- 
rangement), as  created  infuperable  difficokies,  otbcrwtfe    he 
ihould  be  very  glad  to  raife  a  tax  upon  tliem ;  and  as  the  fpirit 
of  improvement  appeared  likely  to  pervade  the  country,   there 
would  be  the  cheerful  profpedt  that  the  revenue  would  increafe 
rather  than  diminifti.     Weijs^hts  and  meafurea  were  liable  to 
^  the  fame  objeSions.     He  trufted  he  tieed  not  then  go  into  the 
*  detail,  but  it  muft  be  clear  to  every  one,  that  no  duty  required 
to  be  more  minutely  examined  before  it  pafied  into  a  law. 

Mr.  Sheridan  faid,  the  lad  obfervaiion  did  not  come  with 
very  great  propriety  ftum  the  honourable  Gentleman  with 
whom  it  was  fo  frequent  a  practice  to  propofe  an  article  of 
taxation,  without  confidering  how  it  was  to  be  carried. into 
effe£t.  But  he  faw  no  impradicability  in  the  taxes  he  had 
propofed.  If  there  was  any  difficulty  as  to  the  particular  ar- 
ticle of  pleafure  grounds,  there  was  none  as  to  the  others  he 
had  mentioned,  and  as  to  weights  and  meafures,  he  faw  no 
difficulty,  efpectally  as  to  th^  iiiaterial  article  of  bottles,  which 
^puld  fo  ^aiiljr  be  brought  under  the  ta;;. 

Mr, 


Mr.  J^Utffe  faid»  that  he  hoped  the  tax  on  horfes  would  in- 
duce farmers  to  ufe  oxen,  but  in  fo  far  as  this  happened,  the 
tax  would  be  unprodu6tive.'  He  faw  no  objedlion  to  the  tat 
on  watches  hut  in  the  mode  of  collection. 

Mr.  5«r^i?afaid,  he  thought  thefobjeft  before  the  Houfe 
of  great  magnitude,  and  that  it  was  ndt  taken  up  with  fufficient 
feri6ufnefs.  He  thought  it  would  be  wife  in  the  landed  in- 
tereft  now  to  come  forward  and  (hew  they  were  willing  to^* 
take  their  fliare  of  the  burden,  and  to  (hew  their  determina- 
tion to  fupport  Government.  The  land  had  ftill  kept  up 
while  other  property  had  fallen  in  value.  The  landed  gentle- 
men (hould  (hew  that  they  were  willing  to  fupport  the(fruggle 
in  which  we  were  engaged.  We  ought  to  (hew  the  enemy 
our  refoorcos  as  the  heft  means  of  fccuring  peace.  When  a 
report  was  made  to  the  French  convention  that  they  had  funds 
to  continue  the  war  three  years,  he  fuggefted  in  the  Houfe,  to 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  the  propriety  of  preparing 
for  double  that  timC)  and  at  the  fame  time  recommending 
oeconomy.  It  had  often  been,  faid  in  the  Houfe  magnunt 
ViUlgnl  ^^  p2rfimonie,  in  order  to  attain  this  o!)je6t,  and  to 
fhcw  the  enemy  we  were  prepared,  he,  as  a  perfon  much  in- 
terefted  in  land,  would  venture  to  propofe  an  additional  land 
tax  upon  a  more  equal  fcale,  in  order  to  relieve  the  commercial 
intereft,  and  to  (hew  they  were  wiHing  to  bear  the  burden* 
By  this  means  too  he  was  convinced  the  land  would  (boner  be 
'ihle  to  repay  itfelf  than  now,  when  the  little  taxes  laid  on, 
ultimately  lell  upon  it,  but  in  a  circuitous  and  expenfive  way. 

Mr.  Biddulfh  objefled  to  the  tax  on  horfes  on  the  fame 
ground  with  Mr.  Sheridan,  and  promifed  to  fupport  his  oppoH- 
tioh. 

Mr.  i^^ff/ was  of  the  fame  opinion  with  Mr.  Burdon.  He 
congratulated  the  Houfe  that  his  example,  laft  year  had  fo 
much  effed,  for  here  hod  been  three  taxes  propofed  by  other 
gentlemen  in  one  night.  He  (hould  be  happy  to  find  that 
thofe  who  did  fuggeft  taxes,  p^pofed  means  as  produ£tive  as 
that  he  had  fuggefted  laft  year. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  horfe  tax, 

jiyes,  —  —  83 

Noes,  —  —  8 

Majority  85 

The  different  refolutions  were  then  put  and  carried,  the 
Houfe  refumed,  and  the  report  ordered  to  be  received  on  Mon- 
day.— Adjourned. 

'  HOUSE 
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HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Monday,  July  3. 

Mr.  Rofe^  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  the  blotter  to  pre* 
vent  counterfeiting  names  to  letters  of  Attorney,  tran«fars  of 
flock  &c.     t,eavc  was  given. 

The  Committee  on  the  Debtors  relief  bill  was  on  the  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Alderman  Anderfon  put  off  till  next  day. 
'  The  Committee  on  the  Seamens*  Encoora^ement  biHwas, 
9n  the  motion  of  Sir  W .  Scott,  poftponed  till  I'hurWay  next. 

Mr.  Brodie  moved  for  fevcral  papers,  containing  extraAf 
of  the  correfpondence  between  the  court  of  Dircflors  of  the 
Eaft  India  company,  and  the  Government  of  Bengal  and 
Madras,  relative  to  the  courts  of  juftice  in  the  Eaft  Indies, 
which  were  ordered  to  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

inland  navigation  tax. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchfqucf  propofcd  that  the  Houfe 
fhould  now  rcfolvc  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the  wh<^ 
Houfe  on  the  inland  navigation  bill,  with  a  view  merely  to 
nuking  fome  alteration^  in  the  claufcs  of  the  bill,  and  not 
with  a  view  to  any  difcuiUon*  as  it  was  his  intention  to  move 
afterwards  that  the  bill  ihould  Imprinted  and  re-committed  an 
^'hu^fc!ay  or  Friday,  when  there  would  be  an  opportunily 
for  a  full  difcuffion  of  its  merits. 

On  ihc  motion  that  theSppakcrdonow  Icavethc  chair, 
\  Ml.  Keene  rofc  to  oppofe  the  motion;  it  was  with  reluc- 
t^iicc^  he  faid,  that  he  offered  any  objeSions  to  a  meafare 
which  had  for  its  o^^jeA  the  Improvement  of  the  public  k- 
venue ;  this  was  an  ob]e6l  which  he,  in  conJunAion  he  wtis 
convinced  with  every  man  in  the  Houfe,  zealoufiy  wiflied  to 
promote ;  but  the  prefent  meafure  he  was  fatisfied  in  his  own 
mind,  would  tend  to  injure  rather  thanto  improve  the  rtatiohal 
revenue ;  it  was  unneccflary  for  him  to  ftatc  to  men  fo  en- 
lightened as  tJiofe  who  compofcd  that  Houfe,  that  the  true 
principle  of  revenue  was  to  improve  the  produftive  power* 
of  the  country  ;  whereas,  the  prefent  bill,  if  carried  intocfirft, 
would  deftroy  the  means  of  incrcafing  thofe  powers.  The 
bill  in  order  to  gain  a  little  gave  up  a  great  deal ;  he  hoped, 
therefore,  that  the  right  honourable  Gentleman  would  abandon 
this  tax,  and  tliink  of  {ovr.c  other  mode  of  fupplying  the  defi- 
ciency which  It  would  occafion.  He  entirely  agreed  in  fenti- 
iiicnt  with  an  honourable  Gentleman  who  fpoke  on  a  former 
cvirnlng,  that   it  was  the  in tc reft  of  every  man  of  property 

rather 
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rather  to  give  op  a  part  of  that  property,  than  wholly  to  deprive 
himfelf  of,or^vcn  10  impede  the  nt^ans  otitD proving  it.  The 
public  fpirit  of  the  country,  he  hacl  no  doubt,  was  equal  to 
cTwy  call*  which  it  would  be  nccef&ry  to  make  upon  it,  but 
he  deprecated  che  impofition  of  a  tax  which  in  its  tendency 
went  to  deftroy  one  of  the  raoft  eflTential  means  of  its  refource. 
upon  thefe  grounds  he  obje^kd  to  the  Speaker's  leaving  the 
chair.  ,  •  . 

Mr. />r;ii  profeOcd  to  have  had  arapic  means  of  acquiring 
information  upon  the  fubje6l  of  the  prefect  bill.  Since  the 
4thqf  Fei>ruary  laft.  Gentlemen  had  been  in  town  from  all 
parts  of  the  country  as  delegates  from  the  proprietors  for  the 
different  canals,  and  lie  had  had-  the  honour  to  fit  as  prefident 
of  this  Committee  of  delegates.  The  difficulties  which  had 
occurred  in  the  courfc  of  that  examination  to  the  taj^,  he  was 
convinced  were  completely  infuperable,  at  lead  they  were 
ib  ftrong  as  to  mkke  it  impoffible  that  k  could  be  produ6tive. 
At  all  events,  he  objeSed  rtrongly  to  fo  (hort  a  time  as  between 
that  and  TfaurlUay  or  Friday  next,  being  allowed  for  the  con- 
fiderationof  die  bill.  As  the  honourable  Cjchtleman  talked 
•  of  modify iugibmc  of  its  claufcs,  he  warmly  recommended  an 
exception  in  favour  of  coal,  lime,  and  every  article  ufed  for  the 
purpofe  of  manure.  But  he  oHjeiled  altogether  to  the  princi- 
ple of  the  bill..  It  was  an  erconeous  idea  that  canals  were  fo 
Srodu£live  as  they  were  imagined  to  be.  The  profit  arifing 
om  them  was  very  uncertain.  Oneyear  the  proprietors  might 
have  5  per  cent  for  tlicir  money,  and  the  next  year  they  might 
haye  only  tAvo.  The  canal  with  which  his  conftitucnis  were 
cx>Dne£^d  wascighty  fix  miles  in  length,  and  at  the  twodiftant 
ends  of  it,  there  were  coal  and  lime,  the  very  circumftaiice 
which  induced  the  proprietors  to  dig  the  catial.  If  a  tax, 
therefore,  was  impc.feO  upon  the  conveyance  of  thefe  articles, 
it  would  be  a  breach  of  that  Parliamentary  faith,  u|X)n  which 
they  entered  upon  the  fpecuiation.  This  might  be  faid  to  be 
a  local  circumllance  which  might  operate  equally  as  an  ob- 
je^ion  againft  every  tax.  But*  there  were  flrong  objefllons 
to  It  in  a  general  view.  It  appeared  thjt  there  were  three 
leadiiig  points  to  be  attended  to  in  every  rax  ;  firft  the  fubjcft, 
fecondly  the  prixiuce,  and  thirdly  the  mode  of  coHeft'ng  the 
revenue.  In  the  prcfenl  cafe  there  v\cre  almoft  none  whom 
the  tax  would  not  afFeft.  It  would  fill  as  a  tremendous  ftroke 
Upon  every  fpecies  of  fperulation.  If  the  country  was  the 
bcrt  judge  (which  he  fuppofcd  wouIJ  not  be  difputed;  of  the 
burthen  which  the  tolls  on  the  difieicnt  canals  would  bear, 

it 
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it  would  not  be  denied  ^Ifo,  that  the  proprietoni  of  AYery  caiad 
would  make  the  rate  of.  tonnage  as  high  as  poflible ;  how  wasi 
It  to  be  thought'tbat  they  conld  bear  this  adcUtioQal  burthen  ? 
Heftatedy  as  another  objedion,  that  it  would  deftly  all  coni'^ 
petition  in  water  caniage.     It  would   alfo  be  partial^  as  it 
would  give  a  decided  aavaatage  to  river  navigation  and  land 
carriage,  and  thus  by  multiplying  the  number  of  horfc^,  cpeiale 
as  a  fevcrc  oppeffion  upon  the  country.     There  were  at  prcsi 
lent  about  two  millions  of  horfes  employed  ia  this  kingdonit 
each  of  which  confumed  about  3  tons  of  hay^  and  80  buihels 
of  oats,  fo  that  it  required  one  third  of  the  produce  of  the  land 
tofupport  the  horfes  which  were  ufed.     Whatever  then  tended 
10  dlminiih  the  number  of  horfes  was  an  advantage  to  the 
country.     Canals  were  attended  with  this  advantage,  fince  a 
horfe  could  draw  thirty  times  as  much  upon  water  as  he  could 
io  upon  land.      But  if  canals  were  difcouraged,  as  would 
inanifeftly  be  the  cafe  if  this  bill  were  paflTed,  the  number  of 
horfes  would  encreafe,  and  copfequently  more  of  the  land  of 
the  country  be  alienated  from  the  fupport  of  the  people*    He 
wifiied  much  to  know  upon  what  grounds  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  had  formed  his  eftimate  of  the  produce  of  the 
tax,  for  take  it  what  way  he  would  he  never  could  bring  the 
produce  to  amount  to  any  thing  like  wivat  he  had  efiimated  it 
at.     Upon  thefe  grounds  he  oppofed  the  Speaker^s  leaving  the 
chair.     It  gave  him  pain  to  oppofe  any  tax  which  had  for  its 
objed  the  improvement  of  the  revenue,  but  he  was  convinced 
that  the  prefent  would  have  a  dire£lly  contrary  tendencyt 
If  the  Houfe  Ihould  now  go  into  a  Committee  on  the  hill,  he 
hoped  that  more  time  would  bo  given  for  confidering  it  thao 
what  the  honourable  Gentleman  mentioned^  a$  it  was  highly 
requiGie  that  members  (hould  have  the  opinion  of  their  confti- 
tuents  upon  it,  befides  that,  many  Gentlemen  who  would 
have  oppofed  it,  had  gone  out  of  town  on  the  fuppofition  that 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  hail  abandoned  the  tax.     He 
was  aware  that  it  was  late  in   the  feflion,  and  he  wished  much 
that  it  had  been  brought  forward  earlier,  but  be  was  not  of 
opinion  that  the  delay  had  taken  place  in  confequence  of  its 
being  an  obnoxious  tax,  though  fuch  reports  were  abroad. 

Sir.  ff^,  Pulteney  had  no  obje£tion  to  the  Houfe  going  into 
a  Committee  to  alter  foroe  of  the  claufes  of  the  bill,  but  he 
wiflied  to  know  when  an  opportunity  would  be  given  for  de* 
bating  the  principle  of  it.  He  thought  the  principle  a  very 
bad  one,  as  bad  as  that  of  tlie  turnpike  bill.  He  did  not  know 
which  was  worfe. 

The 
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Tiie  Sfsaker  faW,  that  the  Houfc  would  have  an  opportunity 
of  dHcuffing  the  principle  of  the  hill  either  upon  the  report, 
if  they  now  went  into  a  Committee,  or  upon  the  qucftion  of 
bis  leaving  the  chair,  if  it  iliould  afterwards  he  propofed  to 
recommit  it. 

The  Chancetlor  of  the  Exchequer  wifhed  that  the  Houf<; 
would  not  deny  thcmfelves  this  opportunity  of  nltering  the 
bill  in  a  Commrtree.  It  was  his  wtfh  that  the  report  (hould 
be  received  on  this  night,  that  the  bill  (liould  be  ordered  to  be 
printed,  and  thct  the  Houfe  fhould  appoint  fome  day  not  more 
diflantthan  Mdmlay  for  its  recommitment.  As  they  wouM^ 
then  have  an  opportunity  of  dlfcu fling  it  fully,  it  would  pot. 
be  expected  that  he  fhould  dchireit  now. 

Mr.  Huffey  offered  fome  reafons  ngainft  the  Speaker  leavine 
the  chair.  The  honourable  Gentleman  had  abandoned  the 
tax  on  land  catriage,  and  he  could  fee  noreafon  for  his  perfiil-' 
ing  infhe  tax  on  the  cheaper  and  more  commodious  convey* 
ance  by  water.  Canals  leSened  the  number  of  horfes,  and 
made  proviilons  cheaper  to  the  poor,  and,  by  taxing  that 
mode  of  conveyance  he  would  produce  the  contrary  of  tlicfc 
cfFefts.  He  thought  it  wouM  be  cafy  to  find  a  fubftitute  fgc 
the  prefent  tax.  For  twenty  years  pal t  he  had  been  of  opmtoa 
that  a  tax  upon  pieal'ure  jrround^  would  be  a  good  one.  He 
recommended  it  to^tlie  Chancellor  of.  the  Exchequer  on  the 
prefent  occafion. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  did  not  differ  in  opinion 
with  Mr.  Hoflfey,that  wnter-cnrringe  was  a  cheap  and  commor 
dlous  mode  of  conveyance*  But  it  was  precifely  becaufe  it 
was  cheap  and  commodious  that  he  propofed  a  tax  upon  it,  not 
fuch  a  tax  as  would  difcourage  water-carriage  or  the  maktn|r 
ofcarKils,  but  fuch  ;i  tax  as,  without  being  burthen  fome  to 
any  one,  from  being  extenfively  diffufed,  would  be  produflivc 
to  the  public.  .  He  agreed  alfo  with  the  honourable  Gentlemaji 
that  a  tax  upon  pleafurc  grounds  would  be  a  good  one,  and  as 
the  honourable  Gentleman  had  bad  it  in  contemplation  for 
twenty  years,  he  would  be  bbfiged  to  him  if  he  would  difclofe 
any  pradicable  mode  of  apportioning  it,  for  none  as  yet  had 
ever  occurred  or  been  fuggefVed  to  htm, 

Mr.  Hufjiy  fuggefted  the  plan  of  meafurement. 

Mr.  ^/f /ry  oppofed  the  Speaker's  leaving  the  chair,  becaufe 

the  principle  of  the  bill  was  fo  bad  that  no  modification  could 

.  mend  it      It  would  be  partial  in  its  operation,  and  in  the  in* 

land  part  of  the  country  it  would  tend  to  increafe  the  price  ^ 

all  the  necefTaries  of  life  to  an  exorbitant  height.    At  all  events 

lao 
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lie  hoped,  that  the  re- committment  of  the  bill  would  be  de- 
ierred  till  fuch  time  as  members  had  an  opportunity  of  kam* 
jng  the  fcnfc  of  their  conftitucnts  upon  it. 

Sir  fV.  Pultmey  aiked,  whether  any  man  believed  that  thofe 
wIk>  were  engaged  in  canals  did  not  pay  as  high  a  toll  already 
%%  they  could  afford  to  pay  conliflcntly  with  their  own  in- 
tereft  ?  The  lower  articles  in  point  of  value  paid  the  moft  for 
carriage  by  wny  of  canals.  Why  was  the  charge  of  cajriagc 
by  canals  fo  cheap  ?  It  was  not  from  the  kindneis  or  gcnerofity 
of  thofe  who  received  the  toll,  but  becaufe,  if  the  charge  was 
higher,  they  would  not  have  the  goods  to  carry.  The  idea 
that  the  duty  was  to  come  out  of  the^pockcts  of  the  proprietors 
of  the  goods  to  be  carried  was  erroneous.  It  could  not  come 
out  of  their  pockets.  It  was  impoflible  to  throw  this  new  duty 
on  the  confumer,  as  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid  it 
would.  Indeed,  the  Minider  was  very  much  miiled  in  this 
bufincfs.  He  thought  thrt  many  canals  produced  a  prodigious 
pro6t.  That  was  a  niiftake.  There  were  very  few  of  them 
that  prcduccd  above  five  per  cent,  and  peihaps  a  great 
many  of  them  Icfs.  But  that  was  not  a  rcafon  why  they 
lliould  all  be  taxed  as  was  now  propofed.  He  thought  the 
principle  of  this  meafure  erroneous;  and  therefore  he  (hould 
cp)X)fe  the  motion  for  the  Speaker'b  leaving  the  chair. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  E^chequrr  faid,  it  was  his  intention 
to  make  an  exception  in  favour  of  fuch  canals  as  did  not  pro* 
duce  five  per  cent.  He  was  ftdl  of  opinion  that  the  tax  would 
fall  on  the  confumer. 

Mr.  P^y  it^rCoi/faid,  he  (hould  have  voted  againft  this  meafure 
if  it  was  not  to  be  modified,  fo  that  thofe  canals  which  did  not 
produce  five  per  cent,  fliould  have  an  exception  in  their  favour, 
but  as  that  exception  was  to  be  allowed,  and  ^s  he  did  not  ob> 
Jcft  to  the  general  principle  of  the  meafure,  he  fhould  fapport 
the  motion.     The  Houfc  divided. 

Ayes,  —  45 

^w,  —  14 

AfajorUy^  3 1 

The  Houfc  then  went  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe 
upon  the  bill,  went  through  it,  the  report  was  received  imme* 
diately,  and  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  moved,  that  it 
be  taken  into  further  confideration  that  day  (e'nnight. 

Mr.  /^/^/ry  thought  that  day  too  early  to  receive  any  anfwer 
iSrom  his  conftituents ;  many  Gentlemen  were  in  the  fame  fitu- 
ation  as  himfelf  with  refpeft  to  time. 

The 
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The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  thought  there  would  be 
gpcat  inconvenience  ta  the  public,  anrJ  to  fhc  Individual  mem- 
bers of  that  Houfe,  from  any  further  delay  of  this  hafinefs- 
Mr.  Dent  thought  that  Monday  was  much  too  near  a  day 
fcr  the  difcuflion  of  this  bufmefs  It  would  be  irupoffihle  tb 
receive  by  that  time  any  anfwer  from  many  |»irts  of  ttjt  court- 
try  deeply  inferefted  in  the  meafurc.  'Vhxi  was  a  fuhj^ft 
brought  into  the  Houfe  fevcn  months  ago^  innumerable  let- 
tiers  had,  to  his  knowledge,  been  written  10  the  Minifler  uj^on 
it.  He  now  had  made  up  his  mmd,  and  would  allow  only  a 
week  for  the  whole  country  to  be  acq%iainted  with,  and  cxpref'* 
an  opinion  tipon  that  determination.  He  muft  fay  that  •'  ' 
proceeding  was  unfair  and  tincandid  in  the  Chancel lo  <  ^  ?.; 
Exchequer.  It  was  impoffible  for  the  members  of  the  HorCo 
todojufticet9  their  conftitueflts  in  die  very  Ihort  time  thu^. 
Wis  projjofed  tb  be  allowed  to  them. 

Mr.  Bdhr  ohfervcd  that  Monday  was  a  day  on  which  it 
was  impoffible  for  him,  and  lie  believed  for  many  others,  to 
attend  the  Houfe,  on  account  of  tlie  quarter  feffions. 

The  Chan^cltor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  he  was  extremely 
forry  for  the  perfonal  Inconvemence  of  any  Gentleman,  but 
the  inconvenience  on  the  other  fide  would  be  much  greater  if 
any  further  delay  w<re  to  take  place. 

The  qucftion  was  then  put  for  the  further  confideration  of 
this  report  tllat  day  fe'nni^t. 

Mr.   fViUiam  Pulteney  moved  an  amendment.     Indead  of 
this  day  fe'nnight,  Tuefday  fe'nnight. 
The  Houfe  divided, 

^yesy  (For  11*6  aoD^ndmcnt)  —  14 

/Vc?<?j,  (For  the  original  motion)         — •       28 

Majority^  14 

Mr.  Hohart  brought  up  the  reix>rt  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means. 

The  refoluiions  heingread, 

Mr.  fViglcy  faid,  that  advanced  as  the  fcflion  was,  he 
ihould  the  next  day  move  for  a  call  of  the  Houfe  on  that  day 
•fe^nnight. 

Sir  John  Sinclair  faid,  that  the  tax  upon  inland  navigation 
iwas  a-  very  objeiftionaljlc^  one.  He  fug^efted  to  fupply  its 
place,  that  there  might  be  an  annual  duly  of  one  guinea  on 
every  gold  watch. 

Thf^  Speaker  obfcrved,  that  fuch  a  proportion  could  only 
be  made  in  a  Committee.  • 
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The  r&folutions  were  then  read  a  fecond  time  and  agreed  to, 
and  bills  were  ordered  to  be  brought  in  upon  them. 

Sir  /^  Dolben  brought  up  a  bill  to  regulate  the  height  be- 
tween the  decks  of  veflels  employed  in  the  conveyance  of  flavcs 
from  the  coaft  of  Africa.  Read  a  firft  time,  and  ordered  to  be 
read  a  fecond  time  the  next  day. 

The  wafie  land  inclofure  bill,  by  agreement  of  parties, 
paQed  the  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  and  the  report  wa$ 
ordered  to  be  received  the  next  day. 

The  other  orders  of  the  day  were  deferred. 

Adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 
Tuesday,  July  \, 

Lord  Kenyon  attended  in  the  room  of  the  Lord  Chancellor 
and  the  bills  on  the  table  went  through  their  feveral  ftages. 

Tlic  Royal  AflenC  was  given  by  commiffion  to  the  expiring 
laws,  the  American  Treaty,  and  the  Bread  Ai&ze  bills ;  as 
well  as  to  feveral  private  bills.  The  commiffioners  were  the 
Duke  of  Roxburgh  f  Earl  Spencer^  and  Lord  Kenyan, 

The  Committee  of  privileges  for  confidering  the  claim  of 
Sir  Adam  Fcrgufon  to  the  Scotch  Earldom  of  GlencairD,  was 
adjourned yTw  die.     Adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Tuesday  July  4. 

The  Catholic  officers  bill  and  Froome  canal  bill  were  read 
a  third  ti(ne  and  pa  (Ted. 

The  watch  and  clock  duty  bill,  the  commiffioners  national 
debt  bill,  additional  cuftoras  duties,  lioufe  duty,  andhorfe  duty 
bills,  the  bank  forgery,  and  deeds  duty  bills,  were  read  a  firft 
time. 

Received  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  fupply,  granting 
to  fubalterns  in  the  militia  a  certain  allowance  in  time  of  peace. 

The  bill  for  regulating  the  height  between  decks  in  flavc 
Ihips,  was  read  a  fecond  time  and  committed  for  the  next  day. 

Mr.  fF,  Smith  moved  for  an  account  of  the  net  produce  of 
the  taxes  up  to  the  iftof  July  1797,  diftinguifhing  each  quar* 
tcr,  and  the  taxes  impofcd  fmce  1793  inclufive.     Ordered. 

Mr.  ZrC/Tj' moved  for  an  account  of  the  fums  awarded  and  paid 

for 
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fcr  captures  under  the  57  th  article  of  the  American  treaty. 

Ordered. 

The  clock  and  watch,  the  five  per  cent  on  certain  cuftom 
goods,  an f^  the  addiiiunal  nfleflcd  houfc  tax  bilJs  were  read  a 
fird  ume,  jnd  ordered  to  be  read  a  fecond  rime  the  next  day. 

The  bill  for  granting  the  annual  200,oqo1.  for  the  liquida- 
tbn  of  the  national  debt,  was  read  a  fiift  time,  and  ordered  to 
be  read  a  fecond  time  the  next  day 

The  hill  for  preventing  the  forgery  of  warrants  of  attorney 
in  the  transfer  of  ftock,  was  read  a  firft  time. 

CALL   OF    THE    HOUbE. 

Mr.  fVigley  faid,  that  as  he  had  underftood  from  feveral  Gen- 
tlemen, that  it  would  be  extremely  inconvenient  at  tlicprefent 
feafon  of  the  year,  and  in  the  advanced  period  of  the  fcffion, 
to  have  a  call  of  the  Houfe  enforced;  he  would  poftpone 
making  the  motion  of  which  he  had  given  notice  the  preced- 
ing day,  for  a  call  of  the  Houfe  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Ahhm  moved  the  reading  of  the  a£t  of  the  5th  G^rgc 
11.  for  preventing  fraudulent  bankruptcies,  which  Icing  done, 
he  obferved,  that  the  public  had  for  many  ycais  experienced 
the  good  efiedis  of  that  law,  and  he  would  theiefore  move  for 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  make  the  faid  aft  perpetual.  Leav? 
given. 

INSOLVENT    DEBTORS    piLL* 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  inlblvent  debtors  was  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houl'c,  in  which  a  claule  was 
introduced,  that  no  perfon  fliould  be  entitled  to  relief  under 
the  bill,  except  fuch  as  had  been  confined  in  execution  on  or 
before  the  ift  of  January  laft,  and  whole  dtbts  were  under  the 
fum  of  i,2Col.  The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  recommitted  on 
Thurfday  next. 

On  the  fecond  rending  of  Manning's  fmall  note  bill. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  it  was  impolfible  for 
him  to  be  filent  In  a  cafe  like  the  prefent,  winch  went  to  alter 
a  general  law  in  favour  of  an  indivi«lual,  and  in  prejudice  10 
others.  He  could  not,  confent  therefore,  to  the  paffing  of  a 
bill  of  that  nature.  \\\  its  prefent  (liape,  the  note  not  being 
duly  ftamped,  could  not  be  protluced  as  evidence  of  the  debt. 
A  quedion  was  now  depending  with  regard  to  it,  and  it  was 
a  dangerous  precedent  to  allow  the  law  to  be  altered. 

Mr.  ff'tgley  faid,  it  was  a  very  hard  cafe  that  the  holder  of 
the  bill  (liould  lofe  the  fum  of  2500I.  in  the  note,  becaufe  it 
was  upon  a  higher  (lamp  than  required.  Theie  was  no  ge- 
neral law  on  the  fubjedt ;  he  hoped  tliat  tlic  Hoyfc  woujd  not 

^  X  2  refufp 
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rcfufc  to  allow  an  individual  to  have  that  (Vamp  aifixed  which 
the  law  required,  and  which  could  not  be  confidcred  as  unjoft 
to  any  party,  fincc  the  law  was  merely  to  fecure  the  revenue, 
and  here  that  objeft  was  fecured. 

The  fecond  reading  was  negatived  without  a  divifion. 

INDIA  JUDICATURE  BILL. 

The  Houfe  in  a  Committee  on  the  India  judicature  bill^ 
beard  CounfcJLon  behalf  of  the  court  of  Dirtftors  againft  that 
part  of  tlic  bill  by  which  judges  in  India,  who  fliould  retire 
or  be  recalled  after  having  been  in  office  five  years,  were  to  be 
entitled  to  a  penfion  for  life.  Counfel  was  alfo  heard  in  favour 
of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Secretary  Dunda^  fpoke  much  in  favour  of  the  bill,  and 
that  claufe  already  mentioned.  It  was  no  more  than  a  juft 
compenfation  which  perfons  were  entitled  to  who  had  given  up 
all  their  purfuits  and  profpefts  in  iheir  own  country,  and  went 
to  fettle  in  an  unhealthy  climate,  that  they  (hould  have  a  pro- 
vifion -made  for  them  after  they  were  rendered  incapable  of  excr* 
cifing  their  office,  from  caufes  which  did  not  exift  at  home. 

Major  Metcalfe^  on  the  other  hand,  oppofed  the  bill  with 
much  (Irong  argument,  and  ftated  that  the  judges  in  India 
enjoyed  at  prefent  fuch  immenfe  falaries,  that  it  would  be  in 
their  power  to  m^ke  ample  fortunes  before  they  retired, 
which  advantage  he  confidered  fuf&cient  to  preclude  the 
nocef&ty  of  a  penfion.  He  was  then  about  to  divide  the  Houfe 
on  the  claufe  in  queflion,  l)ut  defided  from  his  intention,  and 
the  bill  went  through  the  Committee.  The  report  was  order- 
ed to  be  brought  up  the  next  day. 

Mr.  Secretary  Dundas  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to 
regulate  the  communication  of  Oates  at  amity  wiih  this  coun 
try  with  the  poffclTions  of  the  Eaft  Indies,  after  which,  in 
compliance  with  the  forms  of  tlie  Houfe,  it  was  moved  to 
refer  this  motion  to  a  Committee  of  die  whole  Houfe  the  next 
day. 

Proceeded  in  the  bill  for  cnviblin^  Roman  Catholics  and 
Proteflant  Diflcnters  to  bear  commifiions  ia  the  provifionai 
cavalry. — Adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Wednesdav;  ^.v/j' 5. 
Colonel  Gia^w]f»*  brought  up  ihc  report  of  the  Committee 
on  the  fhip  owners  relief  bill,   and  moved   that  the  report  be 
taken  into  confideration  on  Friday  next. 

The 
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The  Majier  $f  the  RolU  confidercd  this  meafare  a$  ma- 
terially affeding  the  (hipping  intereft  of  the  country^  and 
moved  that  it  be  printed  at  the  expence  of  the  parties^  and 
taken  into  confideration  on  Monday. 

Colonel  Ga/coigne  objeSed  to  the  motion,  as  from  the  late 
perio<l  of  the  kifion  there  might  be  a  danger  of  the  bill  being 
loft  altogether* 

Mr.  Anftruthn  wiflied  the  buGnefs  to  lie  over  till  next  feffion. 

Sir  W.  Afilner  thought  that  the  cafe  of  Shepherd  and 
Smith  rendered  c^ifpatch  neceffary  for  the  protedlion  of  the 
/hipping  intereft. 

Mr.  jcffery  (of  Pool),  was  proceeding  to  ftate  the  ncccffity 
of  the  meafure,  when  he  was  informed  by  the  Speaker  that 
this  was  not  the  ftage  hx  difcufling  the  merits  of  the  bill. 

Colonel  Gafcoigne  confented  to  withdraw  the  motion,  and 
the  report  was  ordered  to  be  taken  into  confideration  on  Mon- 
day next. 

The  Majier  of  the  Rolls  moved,  that  the  third  reading  of 
the  general  inclofure  bHl  by  confent  (hould  be  put  ofF  till  Fri- 
day, and  then  moved,  that  the  bill,  with  the  laft  amendments, 
fliould  be  printed. 

Sir  John  Sinclair  exprcflcd  his  readinefs  to  accede  to  the 
motion,  on  the  convi£tion,  that  the  more  the  fubjeA  was  in* 
veftigaied,  the  more  its  propriety  would  appear. 

The  aft  of  the  22d  of  h is  Majcfty  refpeiVmg  eleAions,  being 
read  on  the  motion  of  Colonel  Fullarton^  be  moved  for  leave 
to  bring  a  bill  to  extend  its  provifions  to  Scotland,  relative  to 
preventing  officers  of  the  excife  and  cuftoms  from  voting  at 
eie£lions  for  members  of  Parliament.     Leave  was  given. 

In  a  Committee  of  ways  and  means,  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  moved  a  refolution,  that  towards  raifing  the  fupply, 
the  fum  of  646,250!.  (hould  be  raifed  by  way  of  lottery,  the 
lottery  to  confift  of  55,000  tickets,  at  ill.  15s.  per  ticket^ 
being  a  profit  of  146,000!. 

Likewlfe,  that  the  fum  of  3,200,0001.  be  raifed  by  Exche- 
quer  bills.  That  the  allowance  to  the  fubalterns  in  the  mi- 
litia for  the  enfuing  year  be  paid  oat  of  the  land  tax.  The 
refolutions  were  agreed  to,  and  the  report  ordered  to  be  le- 
ceivcd  the  next  day. 

The  watch  and  clock  bill  was  read  a  fccond  time,  and  com- 
mitted for  Friday. 

The  Have  fliip  deck  bill  went  through  a  Committee,  and 
after  fome  converfation  between  Mr.  Smithy  Mr.  Dent^  and 
Cobnel  Ga/coigne^  the  length  was  fixed  at  four  feet  one  inch* 

The 
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The  bfll  for  preventinp;  the  concealment  of  (raudvilent 
bankrupts  cfiefts,  was  read  a  firft  time,  and  ordcrf-d  to  K  read 
a  fecond  time  the  next  day. 

The  new  tax  bills  were  read  a  fecond  time,  and  ordered  to 
be  committed  for  the  next  day. 

The  Houfc  refolved  itfclf  into  aCcramittee  upon  the  morion 
of  Mr.  Anjlruther^  which  being  done, 

Mr.  Anfifuder  a^lQ^,  thatbv  a  dccifion  of  the  court  of 
kinc;'s  bench,  the  navigation  acl  was  held  to  extend  ^o  tne  Eati 
Indies;  the  coiifequence  of  which  woull  be,  that  al!  Euro- 
jK-an  fhips,  as  Danes,  Swedes,  6cc.  e'>iJ.g  there,  would  be 
iiable  to  confifcation  :  as  bv  the  nav  gation  a&  it  w.>s  ordered, 
that  no  goods  fhould  be  exported  vT  i'vi  per  red  into  or  fr  >m  the 
dominions  of  his  Majefty,  except  in  Britifl^.  JK>nors,  or  in  the 
veffcls  &f  that  particular  place.  He  (hould  'herc/^re  rnovfr  for 
leave  to  bring  in  a  hill,  to  put  foutt  :rrs  '^xaclly  in  the  fame 
(ituation,  as  ihev  would  have  been  in  1  o\».  j  tliii  deci*»on  took 
place;  as  before  this  decifion  took  ?  luc.  r!i»->le  forcj^:.;  ihips 
going  there,  were  fuppofed  to  be  travi  i^  to  tlic  Mcj;ul  p  .its.  He 
cioved  that  the  chairman  be  dirtcud  to  brirg  -n  s  h..  ,  t  re- 
gulate the  trade  between  foreign  co^r.  tri^?  ii  amity  with  GrcA 
Britain,  and  our  pcflefiions  in  iLe  LaJ"t  Ir.u  es. 

Mr.  Alderman  Cttr//i  hoped  thur  »im^  would  be  ^ivcn  to  ex- 
amine the  bill,  as  rtgaveconh  'e:  j'ji  •  alarm  to  the  (hip  owners. 

Mr.  7^?///^^  faid,  he  ftiouid  not  cnpore  it,  but  hoped  that 
time  for  contideration  would  he  g-vc.i. 

Mr.  Alderman  Lujhlngton  faid,  it  was  a  meafure  of  import* 
amce  to  the  Ship-owners  in  this  country,  who  thought  that  it 
materially  affccSed  their  intereft ;  but  he  hoped  that  when  the 
bill  was  brought  in,  it  would  be  printed,  and  time  given  for 
pro}xfr  confideration. 

Mr.  Anjhruther  faid,  that  as  foon  as  the  decifion  of  the  King's 
Bench  got  to  India,  all  foreign  (hips  in  our  ports  there,  would 
be  liable  to  be  feized  ;  therefore  di (patch  was  abfolutcly  ncccf^ 
fary,  that  the  Act  might  arrive  as  foon  as  the  decifion,  to  couo* 
tcraft  the  etTciSl  of  the  decifion. 

The  Scots  militia  bill  was  read  a  third  time  and  pafied. 

Adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Thursday,  Julj  6. 

Lord  KcnyoK  attended  again  this  day,  as  Pro-Chancclkir. 
The  various  bills  before  the  Houfe  were  forwarded  in  their 
rcfpc6live  ftages. 

The 
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The  Scots  Militia  Bill  and  fix  Private  Bills  were  broug^up 
from  the  Houtc  of  Commons,  and  read  a  firft  time, 

MESSAGE    FROM    THE    KINO. 

Lord  GrawiHe  brought  down  a  Meflage  from  his  Majefty, 
intimating  that  as  the  Seflion  was  now  near  a  clofe,  he  would 
recommend  it  to  the  Houfe  to  make  fuch  provifions  as  could 
enable  his  Majefly  to  afford  fome  pecuniary  afliftancc  to  her 
Moft  Faithful  Majefty  of  Portugal,  in  cafe  the  circumftances 
of  the  cafe  fo  require  it. 

Lore!  Grorjille  then  moved  an  Addrefs  to  his  Majefty  on  the 
occafion  of  his  moft  gracious  communication,  which,  as 
ufual,  was  an  ech-  of  the  Meflage. 

The  Duke  of  No^/olk  here  took  the  opportunity  to  a(k  Lord 
Grcnville,  acrofs  t!ie  benches,  whether  a  day  would  not  be  left 
apart  for  taking  the  Mcfibgc  into  confideration. 

Lord  GrenvilL  replied,  that  the  points  referred  to  in  his 
Majefty 's  Meflage,  would  certainly  come  before  the  Houfe  in 
due  courfe. 

The  Duke  of  'Norfolk  then  rofe,  and  obferved,  that  he 
thought  fuch  a  communication  from  the  Throne,  rather  extra- 
ordinary, at  the  moment  we  were  in  an  aftual  ncgociation  for 
peace  with  France.  He  alfo  obferved,  that,  in  the  event  of 
our  concluding  a  peace  and  making  commercial  arrangements 
with  that  country,  he  hoped  Minifters  would  fee  it  would  not 
be  for  the  intereft  of  this  country  to  give  fuch  a  decided  pre- 
ference to  the  trade  of  Portugal,  as  had  heretofore  been  ma- 
nifefted. 

Lord  GrenvUle  in  reply,  pointed  out  the  impropiiely  of  dif- 
cufling,  at  prefent,  the  points  alluded  to  by  the  noble  Duke. 
With  refj^eft  to  his  latter  poiition,  he  would  only  fay,  that  it 
would  obvioufly,  in  a  great  degree,  depend  upon  the  obfervancc 
ofexifting  treaties. 

ROMAN    CATHOLICS,    &C. 

The  Duke  of  Norfolk  rofe,  to  move  **  That  the  fecond 
"  reading  of  the  bill  to  [>ermit  Roman  Catholics  andProteftanc 
•' DiflenterS'to  ferve  in  the  S^ipplemcntary  Militia,  he  poft- 
**  poned  till  Monday  next."  He  wiftied  this  might  be  done, 
becaufc  he  conceived  that  a  reverend  prelate,  tiot  then  in  his 
place,  wiftied  to  obferve  upon  the  meafure  ;  and  he  ailb  wish- 
ed it  might  be  deferred  till  then,  as  he  intended  to  move 
for  the  introdudtion  of  a  claufe  into  the  bilt,  enforcing  the 
perfons  in  queftion  to  enter  alfo  into  the  regular  militia. 

Lord  GrmvUle  expreflcd  his  wifli,  if  the  noble  Duke  had  no 

objcdion. 
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objeAion,  that  the  fecond  reading  might  be  deferred  till 
Tuefday. 

Tliis  arrangemeot  was  agreed  upon,  and  the  bill  was  oider- 
ed  to  be  read  a  fecond  time,  on  Tucfday  next. 

The  Birtiopof  Brjiol  moved  that  their  Lonlfliips  be  fuitt- 
moned  for  that  day*  which  was  ordered  accordingiy. 

Adjourned  till  the  next  day. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Thursday,  July  6. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  brought  down  a  Meflage 
from  the  fcing,  which  was  read  as  follows: 

GEORGE. R. 
As  the  liaie  of  public  buftncfs  may  Toon  enable  h'ls  Majefty  to  pat  an  cad  to  th« 

prefeot  feiii.m,  his  Majc(Vy  thinks  it  proper  to  rccommcnJ  it  Co  tbo  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, to  confijer  of  making  prorifton  to  enable  his  Majefty-  to  defray  fuch  exti*- 
ordinary  expcpces,  and  to  take  fuch  meafures  as  the  exigency  of  afiurt  may  xc* 
qqire»  and  in  paiticular  to  afford  fome  pecuniary  affiflance,  if  the  clrcumftances 
(hould  appear  to  his  Majefty  to  require  it,  to  hi9  Ally  the  Queen  of  Portugaly  for 
the  defence  of  her  dominions  agzinft  any  attack  from  the  common  enemy. 

O.R. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  moved,  that  his  Majefty'j 
Meflage  be  taken  into  coofideration  in  a  Committee  of  SuppJif' 
the  next  day.     Ordered. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  gave  notice,  that  in  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  the  next  day,  he  would  move 
for  a  new  tax  to  fupply  the  deficiency  occafioned  by  the  Inland 
Navigation  tax,  which  he  meant  to  abandon  for  this  year. 
The  objedlions,  however,  though  they  were  fo  ftrong  as  to  in- 
duce him  to  abandon  it  for  the  prefent  feffion,  did  not  appear 
to  him  infuperable,  infomuch  that  if  it  was  found  neceflary  to 
jmpofe  further  taxes  in  another  year,  he  was  of  opinion,  that 
this  would  be  a  fair  fource  of  revenue. 

The  Seaman's  Encouragement  Bill  pafled  through  a  Com- 
mittee of  tlie  whole  Houfe. 

Mr.  Secretary  Dundas  moved,  That  there  be  laid  before  the 
Houfe  a  copy  of  the  minutes  of  Lord  Hobart,  dated  October 
and  November,  1795,  relative  to  the  ftate  of  the  Carnatic. 
Ordered. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  of  Supply  was  brought  up  ; 
4he  Refolutions  were  agreed  to,  and  bills  were  ordered  to  be 
l)rought  in  upon  them. 

IKDIA 
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INDIA   JUDICATURE    BILL. 

Mr.  Broderlck  reported  from  the  Committee  on  the  flate  of 
the  Eaft  India  Judicature,  and  the  Report  being  read. 

Major  J^r/^-fl^objedled  to  the  rcfolation  relative  to  the  Salary 
and  Pcnfions  of  the  Judges.  The  ftatcd  Salary  of  the  Chief 
Juftice  was  now  8000L  a  year,  but  in  faft,  he  received  to  the 
annual  amount  of  9064K  which  was  more  than  double  the 
falary  of  the  Chief  Juftice  of  the  Common  Pleas.  Parliament, 
in  providing  this  ample  falary,  had  very  wifely  had  confidera- 
tion  both  of  the  rcfpcdiability  which  he  ought  to  maintain 
while  abroad,  and  to  his  future  maintenance  after  he  retired 
If  a  Chief  Juftice  fpent  6o,oool  Rupees  while  in  India,  or 
6000I.  he  would  be  enabled  to  lay  by  out  of  his  falary  annually 
30,000  Rupees,  or  3000I.  which  in  the  courfe  of  twelve  years, 
reckoning  compound  intereft,  would  amount  to  the  fum  of 
8i,oool.  As  the  falary,  therefore,  was  fo  ample  already,  he 
objected  to  its  being  increafed,  and  (liould  oppofe  the  prefent 
refolution. 

Mr.  Secretary  Dundas  faid,  that  the  honourable  Gentlemam 
had  made  a  calculation  without  attending  to  the  circumftances 
of  his  cafe.  He  had  made  no  allowance  for  the  fupport  of  that 
part  of  his  family  which  might  require  a  feperate  eftablifhment, 
or  for  the  education  of  his  children,  which  might  remain  be- 
hind ;  on  the  contrary,  he  fuppofed  that  a  perfon  apjxiinted  to 
the  office  of  Chief  Juftice  was  to  carryall  his  family  along 
with  him  to  India,  which  did  not  happen  in  one  out  of  ten  cafes- 
And  when  the  honourable  Gentleman  got  him  to  Tndia,  he 
fuppofed  that  he  was  to  live  to  the  age  of  Mcthufalem',  with 
the  economy  of  a  Jew,  and  in  the  profeffion  of  an  ufurer,  lay- 
ing out  every  penny  that  he  could  fpare  at  compound  intereft. 
His  own  opinion  was,  that  it  was  highly  becoming  the  Legifla- 
ture  to  put  the  Chief  Juftice  of  India  on  fomething  like  a  pro- 
portional footing  with  thofe  around  him.  The  Govenor  Ge* 
neral  had  a  falary  of  25,000!.  a  Pulfne  Judge  had  6,oool.  and  a 
Counfellor  had  io,oool.  a  year,  and  he  faw  no  reafon  why  the 
Chief  Juftice  ought  not  to  be  approximated  in  point  of  income 
to  thofe  about  .him.  He  was  the  more  furprifed  to  hear  any 
objcdlion  againft  fuch  a  ftep  upon  the  prefent  occafion  from 
thofe  who  were  fo  anxious  to  provide  liberally  for  thofe  in  the 
military  department.  Here  it  was  a  thing  invariably  under- 
ftood,  that  when  a  judge  retired  from  his  fituaiion,fome  provi- 
fion  fhould  be  made  for  him  by  the  Public ;  and  why  ought  not 
an  India  Judge  to  have  a  fimilar  provifion  after  retiring  from  the 
duty  of  an  ufeful  and  laborious  life,  the  more  fo,  as  the  expence 
Vol.  III.  1797.  3Y  would 
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would  not  fall  upon  the  Public,  but  was  to  be  defrayed  by  re- 
trenchments on  other  parts  ot  the  Judicial  Eftablifliment. 

Major  il^/r^/^ explained, 

And  the  Houfe  divided  on  the  Refolution, 

Jy,S  ^         -  _  _  33 

Koes        —  —  -^3 

Majcrltjy  30 

Mr.  Secretnry  Dundds  then  brought  in  the  Bill  for  the  better 
Adminiftraiion  of  Jufticc  in  India,  and  to  prevent  the  Britifh 
fubjcr\s  in  India  t:om  lending  money  to  any  of  the  native 
Princ  s  without  the  confent  ot  the  DircAors,  w'.jich  was  read 
a  firfl  t:me,  and  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  read  a  fecond  time 
the  next  day. 

Mr.  Secretary  Dundas  then  brought  in  the  Bill  for  regulat- 
ing the  trade  carried  on  in  the  Britilh  Poficflions  in  India,  by 
nations  in  amity  with  his  M^cfty,  which  was  alfo  read  a  firft 
time,  and  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  read  a  fecond  time  the 
next  day. 

The  Solicitor  General  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to 
regulate  the  copper  coin  of  thcfe  kingdoms.     Ordered. 

The  Committee  on  India  Accounts  was  deferred  till  Monday. 

Mr.  Rofe  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  BUI  to  regulate  the 
Stamp  Duties  upon  Bills  of  Exchange,  Notes,  Deeds,  &c.  by 
enabling  the  Cbmmiffioners  of  Stamps  to  fix  a  fmaller  fiamp 
ttpon  Eieeds,  &c.  on  payment  of  the  duty.  Ordered.  Ad- 
journed. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Friday  July  7. 

Lord  Kenyan  attended  for  the  Chancellor,  and  having  gone 
through  the  bills  on  the  table,  adjourned  to  Monday. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Friday,  July  7. 

The  bill  for  prohibiting  Excife  and  Cuftom-houfe  officers 
from  voting  at  eledions  was  read  a  firft  time,  and  ordered  to 
be  read  a  iecond  time  on  Monday. 

INSOLVENT    DEBTOltS. 

The  Houfe  v^'cnt  into  a   Committee  on  the  infolvent 
debtors  bill. 
Two  claufcs  v^-erc  brought  up  j  one  that  exifting  debts 

ihould 
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fbould  be  proved  ia  the  fame  manner  as  againft  a  bankrupt 
under  a  commiflion  of  bankruptcy  ;  and  Another  that  all 
charter  bonds,  &c.  belonging  to  the  bankrupt,  (hould  be  put 
under  aflignees  for  behalf  of  the  creditors. 

A  petiiio-  from  Nottingham  agaiaft  the  (hip  owners'  re- 
lief  bill,  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  bill  for  preventing  the  counterfeiting  of  the  coin  of 
the  realm  was  read  a  firil  time,  and  ordered  to  be.  read  a 
fecond  time  on  Monday. 

The  fubalterns  in  the  militia  allowance  bill  was  read  a 
fecond  time. 

VOTE    OF    CREDIT. 

The  Houfe  refolvcd  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  fupply, 
Mr.  Hobart  in  the  chair,  and  his  MajeAy's  mellage  was  re<- 
ferreu  to  the  faid  Committee. 

The  meil^igc  being  read, 

"1  \\Q  Chatauoy  of  i  Jt  Exchequer  faid,  in  confideration  of 
his  Majefty's  gracious  communication,  he  thought  proper 
to  recommend  to  thr  Committee  to  make  fuch  a  provliion 
as  ini^bt  enable  his  Majerty  to  defray  fuch  extrtiordinary 
cxpc'.cc,  and  to  take  fuch  meafures  as  the  exigency  of  af- 
fairs might  require.  The  fum  which  he  intended  to  pr©« 
pofe,  and  the  manner  in  which  he  wifhed  to  have  it  grgutiid 
was  not  only  fuch  as  was  ufual  at  the  clofc  of  a  feflion,  but 
as  heirufted  alfo,  wholly  unobjed  ion  able,  for  it  was  a  yote 
of  credit  of  5'>o,oool-  There  were  always  unforcfeen  exi- 
gencies in  a  time  of  war,  the  expence  of  which  it  was  im- 
pofliblc  toeftimate,  andconfequently  imp  ^iFiblc  to  provide  f.>r. 
For  fuch  exi'^encies  it  had  been  a  conftant  pradice  to  fup- 
ply his  Majcity  towards  the  clofe  of  a  fcffion,  when  he  would 
be  unable  to  refort  immediately  to  Parliament  to  defray 
them,  with  a  vote  of  credit.  In  addition  to  fuch  exigencies 
as  might  occur,  he  thought  it  moreover  his  duty  to  flaie,  that 
fome  advances  to  hjs  Majefty's  ally  the  queen  of  }\)rtugal 
might  be  neceflary.  He  did  not  know  to  what  extent,  nor 
in  what  manner  this  affifhnce  might  be  given,  but  he  con» 
ceived  the  fum  of20o,oool  would  be  an  ample  provifion, 
and  when  Gentlemen  recollcdlcd  of  what  fervicc  her  fol- 
diers  had  been  in  the  profecution  of  tlie  war,'of  wiiat  im- 
portance her  ports  were,  and  hovv  unftiaken  her  fidelity  had 
been,  he  trufted  there  would  be  no  difficulty  in  granting  fuch 
a  fum  for  her  afliftance,  whatever  the  events  of  the  pending  nc- 
gociation  might  be,  for  the  remainder  of  the  year.  This  money, 

3  Y  2  howeveri 
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however,  he  included  in  the  vote  of  credit,  as  well  as  roine 
other  charges  not  yet  certified  for  the  prince  of  Conde'sarniy. 
Hehaditin  contemplation  alfo,  to  include  fome  account 
v^hich  would  arife  from  difbanding  fome  of  the  corps  in  the 
Weft  Indies,  in  order  to  prevent  them  from  becoming  a 
permanent  charge  upon  the  country.  It  was  impoflibie  for 
him  to  form  a  regular  eftimate  of  the  expencc  attending 
fuch  a  meafure,  for  a  valuable  and  refpedtabie  corps  could 
not  be  difbanded  without  fome  compenfatton ;  but  be  it 
what  it  would,  he  thought  it  might  be  included  in  the  vote 
of  creditof  5oc,oocL  As  this  part  ofthefubjed  had  been 
difcuiled  upon  a  former  day,  he  declined  taking  up  the  time 
and  attention  of  the  Houfe  with  any  iifelcfs matter,  and  thete- 
fore  moved  that  a  fum  of  5co,cocl.  be  gi anted  to  his  Ma- 
jefty  as  a  vote  of  credit  to  enable  him  to  defray  fuch  extra- 
ordinary expence,  and  to  take  fuch  mcafures  as  the  exigency 
of  affairs  may  require,  and  in  particular  to  afford  fome  pe- 
cuniary aiTiftance,  if  the  circumftance  fhould  appear  to  his 
Majefty  to  require  it,  to  his  ally,  the  queen  of  Portugal,  for 
the  defence  of  her  dominions  againft  any  attack  from  tltc 
common  enemy. 

The  refolution  was  then  agreed  to,  riem,  con.  the  Hoofe 
was  refumed>  and  the  report  ordered  to  be  received  on  Mon- 
day« 

KEW    TAXES. 

The  Houfe  refolvcd  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  ways  ai^d 
means,  Mr.  Hobart  in  the  chair- 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  xtrnxuiGdi  the  Committee 
that  he  ftated  it  the  preceding  day  to  be  his  intention  rather  to 
fubmit  fome  fub(litutes  for  the  tax  on  inland  navigation,  than 
adhere  to  his  original  intention  of  levying  that  tax  againft  To 
many  general  opinions  at  fo  late  a  period  of  the  fefllon. 
But  though  he  did  not  mean  to  perfeverc  in  the  levy  of  that 
tax  during  the  prefent  felTion,  he  earneftly  dclircd  to  have 
it  underftood  that  he  by  no  means  felt  fatisfied  with  the  ge- 
neral objedlions  to  it,  but,  on  the  contrary,  he  was  more 
firmly  perfnaded  that,  if  ever  the  public  ncceflities  and  other 
circumftances  ihould  require  its  adoption,  it  would  be  a  very 
fair  and  important  fource  of  revenue,  though  it  might  I  e 
expedient  perhaps  to  vary  it  from  the  particular  plan  which 
he  had  at  firft  fubmitied.  He  trtifted,  however,  that  as  the 
meafure  was  abandoned  na\^S  at  leaft  for  the  prefent  feflion, 
he  need  .not  enter  into  any  partticular  defcjipiion  of  the 

original 
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original  plan,  nor  defcribe  what  variations  it  might  be  politic 
and  prudent  to  adoi^t.  But  he  felt  that  he  fhould  not  have  the 
confcious  fatisfeftion  of  having  difchargcd  his  duty,  if  he  had 
not  appriT^cd  the  country  that  it  might  hereafter  fumi(h  a  very 
ample  contribution  towards  the  general  exigencies  of  the  ftatc. 
He  reminded  the  Committee,  that  he  formerly  computed  the 
proda£kof  a  tax  upon  inland  navigation  at  90,000!.  and,  con- 
fequently,  if  be  abandoned  that  meafure,  that  was  the  deficient 
fum  for  which  it.  was  his  duty  to  provide.  In  doing  fo,  he 
faid,  he  fhould  endeavour  to  propofe  taxes  which,  he  trufted, 
could  not  rcaibnably  be  obje^ed  to,  as  they  were  fimple  in 
their  nature,  and  the  details  of  their  regulations  already  pro- 
vided for  by  former  taxes. 

The  firft  tax  which  he  meant  to  offer  was  a  moderate  addi- 
j  tion  on  male  fervants.     It  was  not  his  intention  to  incrcafe 

the  duty  already  paid  by  thofe  perfons  who  kept  only  one  man 
fervant,  becaufe  there  were  a  clafs  of  people  rifing  only  in  re- 
gular gradation  above  the  poor^  and  already  fubje£ted  to  a  full 
proportion  of  their  contributions.  The  tirfl  ftagc  he  fhould 
begin  with,  therefore,  was  with  that  clafs  of  people  who  kept 

^  two  male  fervants,  for  which  he  fhould  propofe  a  duty  of  los. 

which  added  to  the  duties  already  levied,  of  il.  5s.  would 
make  the  whole  a  fum  of  il,  15s;;  foi  three  male  fervants, 
and  not  exceeding  four,  he  fhould  recommend  a  duy  of  15s. 

^  each,  and  fur  five  and  upwards,  il.  each,  and  fubjeft  to  an  ad- 

dition of  20  per  cent.  The  Committee  would  perceive  that 
thcwholeof  this  tax  attached  to  thofe  who,  by  rank  and  for- 
tune, were  able  to  defray  it,  and  that  the  poor  and  fubordinate 
ilations  of  life  were,  as  they  ought  to  lie,  exempted.  The 
produce  of  this  duty,  including  the  20  per  cent,  upon  it,  ad- 
ditional duty  on  affefTed  taxes,  which  would  chiefly  fall  on 
thofe  who  kept  more  than  eight  fervants,  he  calculated  to 
amount  to  34,000!. 

To  the  next  tax  he  trufted  there  could  be  no  objedtion 
cither,  efpecially  as  horfes  employed  in  agriculture  had  lately 
been  charged  with  an  additional  duty  of  3s.  What  he  intend- 
ed to  propofe  was,  a  moderate  addition  upon  horfes  kept  for 
pleafurc.  In  like  manner  as  the  former  tax,  he  did  not  mean 
this  to  attach  to  thofe  perfons  who  kept  only  one  horfe,  be- 
caufe there  were  various  caufes  which  might  oblige  them  to 
do  fo,  and  becaufe  he  conceived,  from  many  confidcrations, 
that  there  were  perfons  entitled  to  indulgence.  He  propofed, 
therefore,  to  faflen  the  tax  only  upon  thofe  perfons  who  kept 
more  than  one  horfc  for  pleafure^  and  charging  for  every  horfe 

fp 
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fo  kept,  an  additional  duty  of  five  ihillings,  wIik  ii,  v  iifi  die 
twenty  per  cent,  additional  duty  on  aflcilcd  taxes,  he  caicuiai- 
ed  would  produce  24,000!.  making  with  the  duty  on  Maic  S^r- 
vants»  a  revenue  receipt  of  nearly  6o,oool. 

There  would  now  remain  the  fum  of  30^000!.  to  com  mute 
the  difference  of  the  tax  on  Inland  Navii-.uion,  but  fu:  innately 
this  was  already  provided  for,  though  not  ftated  upon  a  irrrncr 
day  to  the  Committee  by  the  duty  upon  Horfes  tmploved  tn 
agiiculture.  When  we  reckoned  the  produce  of  that  duty,  he 
did  not  include  the  twenty  per  cent,  adihtional  duty  which 
would  attach  upon  that  as  upon  all  oiher  duiicb  or  afleffed  taxes, 
3»d  which  would  yield  a  further  fum  of  30,0001.  making  jp 
the  whole  of  the  deficiency  of  90,0001.  cieaicd  by  abandoning 
the  tax  on  Inland  Navigation.  Having  proceeded  thus  for,  Ijc 
trufteil  Gentlemen  would  admit  the  taxes  he  had  propoftd  to 
l>c  as  fimple  in  their  nature,  and  as  unobjectioiiable  as  it  was 
well  poffiblc  to  devife.  The  details  of  regulatiujis  were  all  pto- 
\idcd  for  by  former  taxes,  the  amount  of  their  produce  was 
confequcntly  very  eafily  computed,  the  poor  were  exempted 
from  any  additional  burtliens,  and  the  additional  burthens 
which  were  impofed  fell  upon  that  clafs  of  the  community 
which  was  the  moft  able  to  bear  them.  He  concluded  there- 
fore by  moving  his  firft  refolution,  ^vhich,  with  the  ochcr,  was 
read  and  agreed  to  without  any  oppofitioni  and  the  report  or* 
dered  to  be  brought  up  00  Mondav.  J 

The  General  Incofure  Bill  was  read  a  third  time  and  paffed. 

ILLEGAL    OATHS.  I 

The  Jttorncy  General^  in  confequcnce  of  the  notice  he  had 
given  the  preceding  day,  rofe  to  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill 
to  prevent  the  adminiftration  of  unlawful  oaths.  Fiom  the  no- 
toriety of  recent  events,  which  deluded  a  great  body  of  ihc  forces 
of  his  Majefty  from  their  duty  and  allegiance,  and  endangered 
the  fafcty  and  tranquillity  of  his  kingdoms,  the  iaftances  of  ad- 
miniflering  illegal  oaths  were  of  late  fo  fiequent,  as  to  require 
no  particular  explanation.  He  doubted  whether  the  greater 
part  of  the  community  knew  the  criminal  nature  of  fuch  pro- 
ceedings, and  therefore  he  thought  it  a  wife  and  honourable  a<^ 
of  the  Legiflature  to  i>oint  out  the  law  of  the  country,  and  warn 
the  ignorant  of  the  confequence  of  break mg  it.  There  was  a 
law  already  in  force,  which  provided  a  punifliment  for  fuch 
people  as  are  found  guilty  of  making  ufe  of  an  illegal  oath,  to 
convert  it  to  the  worft  of  purpofes,  and  prevent  the  poffibility 
pf  bringing  evidence  againft  a  man  guilty  of  the  moft  dangerous 

afts. 
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afls.  To  explain  the  penalties  of  that  A6t  was  the  objcA  of 
his  bill,  which  he  confidcred  would  be  a  wife  provifion  in  re- 
gard to  the  public,  and  a  humane  one  in  regard  to  the  offend- 
ing' parties.  After  this  it  was  hts  intention  to  bring  in  a  bill, 
if  leave  fliould  be  given,  to  cncreafe  the  punifhment,  in  future, 
for  by  too  great  a  tendernefs  of  meafurcs,  the  fecnrity  of  the 
country  was  expofed,  and  it  was  obvious  from  fome  late  pro- 
ceedings, that  when  a  fct  of  men  were  returning  to  the  duty 
v/hich  they  owed  themfelves,  their  pofterity  and  their  country, 
they  found  themfelves  cmbaraffed  by  the  oaths  they  had  un- 
juftly  taken. 

Mr.  Hujpy  wifhed  to  know  how  at  prefent  the  offence  was 
punifhable? 

The  Attorney  General  {tx\A  in  explanation,  that  if  any  perfons  "• 
combined  for  illegal  meafures,  and  adminiftered  unlawful  oaths 
for  the  abetting  of  fuch  purpofes,  or  to  prevent  the  influence  of 
evidence  againft  them,  they  were  guilty  by  the  law,'  as  it  now 
flood,  of  a  high  mifdemeanor. 

Mr.  Nichoil  faid,  if  there  were  any  general  doubt  of  the  ex- 
iftence  or  efficiency  of  the  law  as  it  now  flood,  the  bill  might 
be  necefTary ;  but  as  he  knew  of  no  fuch  doubt,  he  could  not 
fee  the  leaft  occafion  for  it. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  llatcd,  that  one  point  of  the 
bill  propofed  was  to  apprifc  mankind  of  the  danger  of  the  of- 
fence, and  another  to  prevent,  by  heavier  penalties,  the  com- 
miflion  of  thofe  crimes  for  which  the  law  was  not  fufficicnt 
at  prefent.  He  fliould  think  his  honourable  and  learned  friend 
flopped  fhort  of  his  duty,  if  he  did  not  afterwards  endeavour  to 
cncreafe  the  punifliment,  and  abridge  the  trial,  fince  the  trial 
of  mifdemeanor  was  attended  with  embarraffment  and  delay, 
and  the  crime  intended  to  fubvcrt  every  civil,  religious,  and 
military  eftablifhment.  He  hoped,  therefore,  that  the  feflion 
would  not  terminate,  after  the  fatal  examples  they  had  beheld 
of  the  fpreading  mifchief  and  increafing  danger,  without  ap- 
plying a  remedy. 

Leave  was  given,  and  a  bill  was  foon  after  brought  in  by  the 
Solicitor  General,  and  read  a  firft  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read 
a  fecond  time  on  Monday. 

Mr.  Rofe  prefented  the  cftimatcs  of  the  propofed  allowances 
to  the  Volunteer  Cavalry,  which  were  ordered  to  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Supply. 

The  Bill  for  raiflng  a  Stamp  Duty  on  Deeds,  was  read  a  fe- 
cond time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed ^ 

Th«  Order  of  the  Day  being  read  for  taking  into  the  con- 
fidcfation  of  a  Committee  of  die  whole  Houfc  the  accounts  re- 

refpecfting 
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(pe&\t\g  the  produce  of  the  Dog  Tax,  and  of  the  Game 
Cctificates, 

Mr.  Dentf  after  fome  obfcrvations,  moved  the  difcharge  of 
the  order,  and  that  it  ftand  over  to  that  day  month.  Agreed  to. 

Mr.  D^nt  then  gave  notice,  that  he  (hould  next  feflSon  move 
for  the  appointment  of  Commiffioners  to  farm  the  Dog  Tax, 
and  that  of  Game  Certificates. 

Adjourned  till  Monday. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 
Monday,  July  lo. 

The  Slave  Carrying  Bill  was  read  a  third  time,  and  pafled. 

The  Guernfey  importation  Trade  Bill  was  reported. 

The  Scotch  Militia  Bill  was  read  a  fecond  time  and  com- 
mitted for  the  next  day. 

Several  other  bills  were  forwarded  in  their  refpedive  ftages. 

-Lord  Kenyon  fat  as  Speaker,  in  the  room  of  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor*    Adjourned  till  the  next  day. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Monday,  July  lo. 

The  Eaft  India  Trade  Bill  was  read  a  fecond  time. 

The  Madras  and  Bombay  Judicature  Bill  was  read  a  fecond 
time. 

The  Bengal  Judicature  Bill  was  read  a  third  time  and  pafled. 

The  Refolutions  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
were  reported,  and  bills  ordered  on  the  fame. 

The  Refolution  of  the  Committee  of  Supply,  for  granting 
his  Majcfty  aoo,oool.  to  affift  the  Queen  of  Portugal,  was  read, 
and  agreed  to. 

The  Houfe  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  Supply,  Mr. 
Hobart  in  the  Chair,  and  the  eftimates  prefentcd  by  Mr.  Rofe 
on  Friday,  of  propofed  allowances  to  the  Volunteer  Cavalry, 
was  referred  to  the  faid  Committee. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  ftated,  that  whatever  might 
be  the  event  of  the  pending  negociation,  he  thought  the  coun- 
try ought  not  to  part  with  fo  eflential  a  corps  as  the  Yeomanry 
Cavalry,  at  leaft  not  till  a  confiderable  time  after  the  reftoration 
of  Peace,  and  next  feffion,  therefore,  it  was  his  intention  to 
fubmit  fome  fyftematic  arrangements  to  the  confideration  of 
Parliament,  in  order  to  render  it  a  permanent  national  defence, 
like  the  Militia.  According  to  his  prefent  idea  of  the  matter, 
however,  the  whole  body  in  a  time  of  peace  would  not  be 

called 
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called  out  above  once  in  four  yeart,  which  would  confcqueiitly 
fubjc<Sl  the  country  to  a  very  fmall  and  inconfidcrable  xpence ; 
while  it  would  provide  a  very  important,  honourable,  and  roa- 
ftitutional  defence  againft  any  fudden  internal  or  external  dan^ 
gcr.  Upon  the  eftimates  he  had  made,  be  did  not  think  it  nece£- 
fary  to  provide  more  than  three  pounds  per  man,  which,  com- 
puting  the  number  of  mtfn  at  10,000,  would  amount  onlv  rv 
30,000!.  He  hoped,  however,  thatinfteadcf  Jicfe  loy..l  a'.c!  uiV- 
ful  body  of  men  remaining  at  that  number,  they  wouUl  next  y:  : f 
be  encrcafed,  and  he  had  every  reafon  tocxpcft  that  would  t  e  '  e 
cafe  from  the  general  fpirit  of  patriotifm  and  bravery  whi.ii 
pervaded  the  kingdom.  Nor  would  any  man  have  reafon  to 
complain  either  of  the  mode  or  the  expencc  of  protecting  the 
country  by  fuch  corps,  fince  the  mode  was  recognized  in  that 
highly  and  defervedly  commended  precedent  the  Militia,  and 
the  expence  mud  eventually  prove  itfelf  to  be  conftrufled  on 
the  founded  principle  of  public  osconomy,  as  well  as  public 
fafety.  If  he  were  afked  from  what  fund  he  meant  to  provide 
the  payment  of  this  eftabliftiment,  he  (hould  reply,  that  he  had 
not  yet  decided  upon  that  point,  nor  fliould  he  prefume  to  de-- 
liver  any  final  opinion  without  confulting  Parliament;  but 
according  to  his  prcfent  idea,  the  moft  eligible  mode  appeared 
to  be  that  of  paying  each  divlfion  out  of  the  land-tax  of  their 
TcfpeQive  counties,  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  Militia  are  now- 
paid.  Having  faid  thus  much  concerning  what  might  be  tlie 
cfFeS  of  his  intentions  in  future,  he  now  came  to  the  cond- 
deration  of  the  provifiou  neceffary  for  the  maintenance  of  this 
corps  to  the  clofe  of  the  year,  and  as  he  computed  the  number 
at  10,000. men,  all  liable  to  be  called  out  on  any  emergency, 
and  nearly  in  a  ftate  of  actual  fcrvice,  he  fliould  allow,  tlie 
average  fum,  and  propofc  that  a  fum  not  exceeding  30,000!.  be 
granted  to  his  Majclly  for  the  clothing  and  accoutrements  of 
the  Volunteer  Cavalry  to  the  end  of  tlie  prcfent  year. 

General  Tar u ton  aiid  Mr.  'Joii'iffe  made  a  few  remarks  on 
U  ;  as  did  Mr.  Burdoriy  who  cxprciFcd  his  hearty  fatisfa6tion  at 
the  meafure,  and  faid,  it  was  an  undoubted  pledge  of  the  con» 
ftitutional  and  pure  intention  of  the  Minifter,  fince  it  was 
putting  arms  into  the  liands  of  the  natural  defenders  of  the 
realm  and  conftitution. 

The  Chancelior  of  the  F^:cheqf4cr  faid,  he  won  1*1  no\  even 
at  this  ftage,  fuff'cr  the  meafure  to  be  followed  by  the  Shadow 
of  mifapprchenfion.  It  was  not  only  a  defence  againft  foreig.i 
enemies,  but  againft  the  fa(flious  difturbers  of  our  peace  at 
home.  They  would  be  compofcd  of  fubflantial  houfe-keepers, 
and,  as  fuch,  were  unrb'cdllonable.  The  Refolution  then  paffcdv 
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In  a  Committee  of  wiys  ami  means, 

•  The  Chancelior  of  the  Exchequer  moved,  that  to  make  good 

the  fupply  granted  to  his  Majeity  the  funi  of  two  millions  be 

granted  to  his  Majefty  out  of  the  confolidated  fund,     Refolvcd« 

INSOLVENT  DEBTORS*  BILL. 

The  report  of  the  Infolvent  deb^prs'  bill  was  brought  up 
and  read. 

The  Attorney  General  propofcd  a  claufe  for  extending  the 
benefit  of  the  aft  to  thofe  who  have  bten  in  prifon  fince  the 
1 2th  of  February,  i794>  nnd  whi  did  not  take  the  benefit  of 
the  former  aft,  provided  their  debt  did  not  exceed  the  amount 
cf^oool- 

Air.  Serjeant  Adair  objefted  to  tlie  provifion,  beca^ufe  he 
apprehended  many  unfortunate  debtors  would  he  deprived  of 
the  benefit  by  the  limitation.  He  therefore  moved,  to  make  it 
more  general,  by  omitting  the  whole  of  the  provifion. 

Mr.  Alderman  Andcrjon  feconded  the  motion,  and  the  limi- 
tation was  omitted. 

Mr.  Set j cant  Adair  then  reminded  the  Houfe  of  the  melan- 
choly fituation  of  the  fix  unfortunate  Quakers,  who  had  been 
confined  for  many  years  in  York  gaol,  by  George  Markbam, 
Vicar  of  Charlton,  in  the  Weft  riding  of  Yorklhire,  for  the 
non-payment  of  tythes  \  and  propofed  a  claufe  to  releafe  thera, 
and  exonerate  perfons  who  refufe  to  pay  tythes  in  cafes  of  con- 
fcience  from  a  fimilar  confinement  in  future,  by  fubftituting 
an  imperative  and  compulfory  aflignment  of  Parliament  to  a 
voluntary  aflignment  of  individuals,  fo  as  inftead  of  availing 
themfelvcs  of  the  option  to  feize  the  perfon  or  effeftsofthe 
defaulter,  to  oblige  the  dcfau hers  to  deliver  in  an  account  of 
flieir  goods,  chattels,  and  eftatcs,'  in  order  to  diftrain  upon  the 
former  for  the  payment  of  the  debt,  and  where  the  goods  and 
chattels  are  not  fufficicnt,  to  claim  and  to  recover  on  the  real 
eftates. 

Tlie  claufe  was  brought  up  and  incorporated  with  the  bill, 
and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engroffed  and  read  a  third  time, 
the  ncxtdsy. 

The  bill  for  regulating  the  heights  between  decks  of  ffiips 
employed  in  the  African  ilave  trade,  was  read  a  third  time  and 
pa  fled. 

Mr,  fF.  Smith  gave  notice,  that  next  feflion  of  Parliament 
he  will  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  extending  xht 
height,  and  making  fundry  other  regulations. 

The  bill  for  the  more  effeftually  preventing  the  adminifter- 

ing. 
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«g  of  unlawful  oaths,  was  read  a  fecond  time  and  ordered  to 
be  committed  to  a  eomraittce  of  the  whole  Houfe  the  next 
day. 

As  was  alfo  a  bill  for  the  better  preventing  the  counterfeit- 
ing copper  and  other  coin,'&cc. 

The  lottery  biil  went  alio  through  the  fame  ftage,  and  the 
fame  order  was  made  upor  it. 

As  did  likewife  the  bill  tor  granting  an  additional  duty  oft 
deeJs. 

The  other  orders  of  the  day  were  then  read  upon  th^  motion 
of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. 

The  report  of  ihe  Coinmiircc  Of>  the  'nland  navigation  doty- 
bill  was  ordered  to  be  taken  into  further  confideration  on  that 
day  three  montlis,  upon  the  motion  of  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchecjuer. 

The  further  confideration  of  the  report  of  the  (hip  owners' 
bill  was  deferred  until  all  the  other  orders  of  the  day  were  dif- 
pofed  of. 

The  Committee  on  Eaft  India  finances  was  deferred  to 
Thursday  next. 

The  bill  for  impofing  a  duty  uponcQftoms,&c.  was  deferred 
to  Wednefdiy. 

The  bill  to  prevent  oftcers  of  excife  and  cuftoms  voting  at 
elections  in  Scotland,  was  read  a  third  time  andpafled. 

The  hill  for  making  allowance  to  fubaltern  officers  of  the 
militia  in  time  of  peace,  wasrcnrl  a  fecond  time  and  was  ordereU 
to  be  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  the  next 
day. 

Agreed  to  go  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe  the 
next  day  on  the  clock  and  watches  duty  bill. 

The  feamens*  encouraj^ement  bill  was  read  a  tliird  time  and 
pafled. 

On  reading  the  order  of  the  day  on  the  bill  for  appropriating 
200,ocol.  annually  for  the  rcduftion  of  the  national  debt, 

Mr.  Carevj  faid,  he  fhould  not  oppofe  this  bill  at  prefent, 
although  he  doubted  its  policy  under  the  prefent  circumftances 
of  the  country.  He  gave  notice  that  he  Ihould  oppofe  fuch 
a  meafure  as  this,  if  offered  in  any  other  feffion. 

The  houfesnew  duty  hill  was  read  a  third  time  tind  pafled. 

The  bill  for  preventing  the  forging  powers  of  attorney  to 
receive  dividends,  &c.  went  into  a  Committee,  and  was  ordered 
to  be  taken  into  further  confideration  the  next  day. 

The  horfe  additional  duty  hill  pafled  a  Committee,  and  the 
report  was  ordered  to  be  received  the  next  day. 

The 
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The  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  (hip  owners  bill  wat 
brought  up,  when  Mr.  Anftrutlier  and  Mr.  Brogden  prefented 
petitions  decidedly  a{i:ainft  it,  from  certain  merchants  and  tra- 
ders of  Mancheftcr,  London,  Weflminfter,  Southwark,  Bury, 
Bolton,  and  Haytefburv,  in  Wihfhire. 

Another  petition  from  Knarefborouglu  in  Yorkfbirc,  re- 
quefted  that  the  bill  might  not  proceed  till  the  merits  of  it  were 
more  gerierally  under  flood. 

Vlr/Jeffery  (ofPo:^!)  faid,  notwithftanding  the  number  of 
petitions  againft  the  bill,  it  would  operate  to  the  tntereft  of  the 
merchants,  becaufe  if  it  did  not  quickly  pafs,  there  would  be 
no  (hip  owners  to  convey  their  goods.  Till  the  afVion  of  Smith 
againll  Sheppard,  the  (hip  owncts  never  undcrllcod  they  were 
rcfponfible  for  all  the  accidents  to  which  their  frieglit  was  lia- 
ble 5  but  now,  if  the  veffcl  ft  ruck  upon  the  bar  in  going  our 
of  the  harbour,  ai)d  her  cargo  thereby  received  any  damage  ; 
if  the  pilot  was  erroneous  m  his  reckoning,  or  the  ihip-car- 
penter  carelefs  in  his  duty,  if  the  hold  was  infefted  by  rats,  or 
the  (hip  (Vruck  upon  a  rock  not  laid  down  in  the  charts,  the 
merchant  would  immediately  recover  for  his  iofies  by  a  fait 
at  law.  Accidents  by  land  carriage  might  commonly  be  pre- 
vented, but  (hips  were  liable  to  accidents  which  no  human 
ivifdom  could  forefte,  nor  any  prudence  hinder.  Upon  thefe 
grounds  he  fupported  the  further  confideration  of  the  bilL 

Tht  Afafier  of  thf  Rolls  was   againft   it,  but  admitted  the  - 
propriety  of  lieanng  Counfel  previous  to  any  further  proceeding. 

Mr.  Alderman  Curtis  oppofed  the  hearing  of  Counfel,  be- 
caufe the  fubje£l  had  been  freely  difcufied  above  flairs  in  the 
Committee. 

Mr.  Anfiruihcr  contended,  that  the  Houfc  was  hound  In 
duty  to  proceed  deliberately,  and  to  examine  the  fubjedl  with 
the  utmoft  caution.  He  wKhcd  therefore  to  hear  Counfel  at 
the  bar,  becaufe  if  ever  there  was  a  cafe,  in  which  every  argu- 
ment on  both  (ides  required  examination,  this  was  one. 

The  Attorney  Grw^ra/ thought  that  this  bill  in  its  retrofpec- 
tive  effeft  would  be  a  very  high  adl  of  civil  injuftice,  and  diat 
the  Houfe  (hould  never  dc,  either  with  hearing  Counfel  or 
without  it.     He  was  decidedly  in  favour  of  the  motion. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  did  not  wifh  to  enter  into 
the  merits  of  the  bill  generally,  but  he  wifhed  to  hear  Counfel 
in  order  to  have,  if  pcffiblc,  three  points  fettled.  What  was 
the  point  in  difpute  between  the  merchants  and  the  owners  of 
fliips?  What  was  the  point  which  the  court  of  law  deter- 
mined, which  gave  birth  to  this  application  to  Parliament?  and 

what 
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what  It  was  which  was  meant  to  be  enacted  by  the  prefent  bill, 
or  what  would  be  its  legal  cfFcft  if  carried  into  law  ? 

Mr.  Alderman  Lu/hington  wiihed  his  honourable  friend  to 
withdraw  his  oppofition  to  the  motion  for  hearing  Counfel;  and 
expreflTcd  his  confidence  that  the  policy  of  the  bill  would  be 
agreeable  to  the  good  fenfe  of  the  Houfe. 

Mr.  Brogden  fpokc  decidedly  againft  the  bill. 

Mr.  H^,  Bird  advifed  the  Houfe  to  podpone  the  further  con- 
fideratioD  of  it  to  another  fcliion,  in  order  to  enable  the  public 
to  form  a  better  judgment  on  it. 

Mr.  EMifon  fpoke  againd  the  bill,  and 

Mr.  Serjeant  Adair  urged  expedition. 

Counfel  was  then  called  in,  and  heard  for  a  confiderable 
time  againft  the  bill.  The  Houfe  alfo  heard  evidence  againft 
the  bill.  After  which  it  was  moved,  that  the  further  confi- 
deration  of  the  report  on  the  bill  be  di'ferred  till  the  next  day. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  obferved  that  for  a  bufinefs 
of  fuch  magnitude  and  imporlancc,  as  he  conceived  the  prefent 
bill  to  be,  the  time  between  that  and  the  following  day  would 
be  too  fhort  for  Gentlemen  to  confider  the  arguments  which 
had  been  advanced  again  (I  it  by  the  learned  Counfel.  He 
wifhed,  therefore,  that  it  might  fland  for  Wednefday  ;  and 
even  then  he  did  not  know  whether  his  mind  would  be  made 
up  on  the  fubjeft. 

Mr.  Jcffery  faid,  the  only  objedion  he  had  againfl  the  bill 
being  put  off  longer  than  the  following  day,  was  the  appre- 
henfion  that,  in  the  prefent  advanced  period  of  the  feilion,  it 
might  not  be  poffible  for  it  to  pafs  into  a  law*  The  report 
was  then  ordered  to  be  taken  into  further  confideration  oti 
Wednefday.— Adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

TuESBAY,  July  ir. 

As  foon  as  prayers  were  over,  Dr.  Mofs,  (Bifliop  of  fiath 
and  Wells),  came  to  the  table  to  be  fvvorn,  and  Mr.  Cowpcr 
was  reading  the  cuftomary  oaths,  wlien 

The  Duke  of  Norfolk  rofe  and  remarked,  that  it  was  con- 
trary to  a  (landing  order  to  fwear  in  any  peer  to  take  his  feat 
after  four  o'clock. 

'iThe  Lord  Chancellor  left  the  woolfack  to  ftate  that  the  (land- 
ing order  certainly  was,  as  the  noble  Duke  had  dated,  and  that 
it  followed  of  confequence  that  the  right  reverend  Prelate  coul^ 
not  be  then  fworn. 

Lord 
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Lord  Vtfcount  Sydney  faic),  he  had  often  lamented,  that  the 
praftice  of  nobfe  Lords  coming  down,  at  fo  late  an  hour,  a« 
was  ufually  the  cafe,  had  obtained.  It  was,  his  Lord- 
ihipfaid,  a  prafticc  that  could  tend  to  the  convenience  of  no 
perfon,  but  to  the  inconvenience  of  every  one,  and  to  the  great 
delay  and  hindrance  of  public  bufinefs.  1  he  prefcnt  in)pedt- 
ment  to  the  right  reverend  Prelate's  qualifying  himfelf  to 
tokc  his  feat  was  one  of  the  many  awkward  circiimftances 
rhnrhad  arifen  from  the  idle  ciidom  that  he  complained  of. 

The  Biihop  of  Bath  and  Wdls  was  at>out  to  addrefs  hitnfelf 
to  the  Houfc,  when  Lord  Kcnyon  reminded  him,  that-  not 
having  taken  the  oaths,  he  was  not  entitled  to  fpeak. 

The  Duke  o^  Norfolk  faid,  he  had  thougiit  it  right  to  notice 
the  dribrderly  circunillance  in  cjueftion,  but  if  the  Houfe  fe?t 
no  objedion  to  fwearing  the  right  reverend  Prelate,  he  fliould 
n^>t  o'.>je<ft  to  it. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  faid,  that  notice  having  been  taken  of 
the  irregularity,  the  right  reverend  Prelate  could  not  then  be 
fworn  in. 

SCOTS    MILITIA     BILL. 

The  Houfe  having  rcfolved  itl'clt  into  a  Committee  on  this 
bill,  proceeded  to  difcufs  the  clauleSy  and  when  they  came  to 
the  following, 

"  Provided  always  and  be  it  further  ena£led,  That  neither 
♦•  the  whole  or  any  part  of  the  militia  diredled  by  this  aft  to 
•*  be  railed  and  maintained,  ihaJl  on  any  account  be  carried,  or 
**  ordered  to  go  out  of  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called  Scot- 
•Mand." 

The  Duke  oi  Norfolk  rofe  and  called  the  attention  of  the 
Houfe  to  that  provifo,  and  obferved  the  fubjedt  of  the  bill 
was  of  a  very  ferious  and  important  nature  ;  it  dcferved,  there- 
fore, their  full  confide  rat  ion.  It  was  cxprefsly  enadted  in  the 
aft  for  embodying  the  Englifh  miliiia,  that  they  might  be  fent 
\nXf>  Scotland  or  any  part  of  Great  Britain,  as  circumftanccs 
might  render  expedient  or  neceffai-y,  Hefawno  reafon» there- 
fore, if  there  was  to  be  a  militia  in  Scotland,  why  they  fliould 
not  be  put  upon  the  fame  footing  witli  the  militia  of  England, 
and  the  prefent  aft  be  rendered  in  this  refpeft  confonant  to 
the  cxifting  militia  laws  of  the  kingdom,  and  with  that 
view  he  role  to  move  that  the  provifo  be  omitted. 

Lord  Hny  (Earl  of  Kinnoul)  faid,. his  own  opinion  had  been, 
that  not  a  militia  but  a  different  fort  of  force  was  the  moft  fit 
for  the  defence  of  Scotland,  but  he  well  knew  that  the  prefent 
bill  had  been  framed  upon   the  beft   motives  and  after-  the 

fullcft 
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fulled  and  raatureft  c&iifulcration-  He  gave  thofe  who  had 
framed  it  the  utmoft  credit  for  the  di]iget)ce,  and  care,  and  the 
ability  that  they  had  manifcftcd  on  rtie  occafion,  and  as  it  was 
to  be  confulered  as  a  bill  of  eoc|>eriment,hc  was  willing  to  give 
it  his  moft  cordial  fupport.  The  hill,  it  was  well  known,  had 
undergone  an  ample  and  a  minute  difcuffion  in  the  other  Houfe 
of  Parliament,  and  therefore  was  not  to  beconfidered  as  a  hafty 
and  inconfiderate  meafure.  Being  a  bill  of  experiment  coining 
before  their  Lord  (hips  under  circumftanccs  equally  critical 
and  unprecedented,  he  (hould  rnther  think  it  ought  to  be  fairly 
tried,  in  the  fljape  in  which  it  flood  at  prefent,  and  if  the  altera-* 
tion  propofed  by  the  noble  Duke  fliould,  upon  ex|x:riencc  be 
fouPid  expedient,  it  might  be  adopted  at  a  future  opportunity. 
He  mart,  therefore,  give  his  negative  to  the  noble  Duke's 
motion. 

Lord  GrenvilU  fa  id,  he  pcrfeAIy  agreed  with  the  noble 
Duke  that  the  meafure  was  of  great  and  ferious  importance, 
and  he  fincerely  thanked  his  Grace  for  giving  him  an  oppor- 
tunity of  exprcfling  the  very  great  fatisfa&ion  he  felt  on 
having  lived  to  fee  and  to  difcufs  a  bill,  the  objedi  of 
which  was  to  provide  a  militia  for  Scotland.  A  meafure 
as  wife,  as  patriotic,  and  as  ufcful,  he  verily  believed,  as 
ever  hnd  been  adopted.  At  the  fame  time  they  all  knew  tlie 
prejudices  that  had  prevailed  in  this  country  againrt  a  Militia, 
when  that  truly  conftitutional  force  had  been  originally  pro- 
pofed,  and  while  it  was  in  the  infancy  of  its  inftitution.  It 
was  not  at  all  improbable,  tlierefore,  that  fome  degree  of  fimi- 
iar  prejudice  might  prevail  againftcheinilitntion  of  a  Militiain 
Scotland,  it  required,  confequently,  no  fmall  degree  of  prudence 
and  caution  to  guard  againlt^  fuch  poinble  prejudices.  The  biJ!, 
as  to  its  otjcft,  as  the  noble  Lord  (Lord  Hay)  had  dated,  was 
a  meafure  of  experiment,  and  for  a  variety  of  local  and  other 
obvious  reafons,  it  was  highly  ncceffary  to  maik  it  in  many  rc- 
fpedts,  as  differing  from  the  EngliAi  Militia  Lava's.  At  prefent, 
therefore,  he  thought  it  more  fa^e  and  expedient  to  pafs  the  bill 
as  it  flood,  than  to  cloi;  the  meafure  at  its  outfet  with  difficul- 
ties, that  might  rather  tend  to  increafe  popular  prejudice  anrainft 
it  in  Scotland,  than  to  allay  it,  and  to  lead  the  minds  of  men 
in  that  country  to  receive  with  welcome  and  cordiality  an 
inftitution  that  England  had  found  in  pradiice  to  be  fo  emi- 
nently beneficial. 

The  motion  was  negatived,  and  the  claufe  agreed  to. 

BILL 
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Parliament.  " 

Lord  GrenvilU  faid,  before  the  Houfc  proceeded,  to  tbe 
Order  of  the  Day»  he  w.a$  led  to  call  their  LordALpf  aHcii* 
tion  to  a  matter  ot  v  ry  cpoHderablc  imporUxure^  be  iit\A  in 
his  hand  a  bin,  v^bichhe  fiiould  have  the  honoux.l^ ofier^  f Ik 
objeft  of  ^*'hich  was  to  flxortcn  the  period  of  Dotk«,  which^ 
as  tbe  confiiiutipn  at^prefent  ftood,  the  Crowp^was  oblig* 
ed  to  give  pteuotis  to  the  meeting  of  ParliiuaeaC#  when* 
ever  its  bei/2g  coovencd  was  deemed  necefiary,  however  great 
apd  urgefit  the  neceflity  of  its  being  ailembled  might  be* 
Their  Lord  (hips  all  knew  that  as  the  law  now  ftood^  thfe 
Crown  could  not  call  Parliament  together  withcntt  giving  forty 
days  notice.  It  was  not  at  all  iH^ceiTafy  for  him  to  detain  their 
i^ordfliips  by  enquiring  into  the  reafons,  upoa  which  that  ad 
and  its  provifions  were groonded  vit  was (ufikient  for-him  to 
remind  the  Houfe,  that  the  circwnfiances  of.  the  tnotnenty 
the  diflFerent  ftate  and  fituatian  of  the  country,  firom  its  ftatc 
and  fituation  when  that.ftatotepafled,  evideMly  pointed  oot 
the  expediency  of  (hortening  tbe  period  of  notice  previous  to 
the  aflembling  of  the  legiflatotB.  If  we  were  a  free  people,  if 
the  fobjeds  of  the  Britiih  Crown  lived  under  a  Fegtitar  and  well 
ordered  fyficm  of  govemnKnt,  it  jnuft  be  acknowledged  that 
thofe  invaluable  bleSngs  were  to  be  afcribed  fdely  to  the  wif*- 
dom  and  iirmnefs  of  Parliamcot. .  In  like  manner,  if  we  wifli- 
cd  to  continue  a  free  people,  ifdanger  was  to  be  apprehended, 
if  the  times  were  critical  and  diiBcult,  and  alarms  wete  felt» 
whether  juftly  or  not,  for  the  prcfcrvation  of  that  liberty,  and 
that  profperity  which  the  country  had  fo  long 'ami-  (b  enviab}^ 
enjoyed,  the  country  could  only  look  with  confideft<*e  for  pro- 
tedion,  fafety^  and  fecurity  in  the  wifdom  and' firtiinefs  of  Par- 
liament* It  became,  therefore^  highly  neceflary  to  enable  his 
Majefty  to  call  forth  that  wifdoin  and  that  firmricfs  fooner 
than  he  could  as  the  conflitution  Aood  at  f^refent.  Inf^ead 
of   the  Crown^s    being   obliged    to  give  fwty  days    notice  y 

previous  to  the  mcetiu^  of  Parliament,  when  occafion  re- 
quired that  his  Majefty  fhould  call  them  together,  the  principal 
objedl  of  the  bill  was  to  empower  the  Crown  to  convene  them 
on  fourteen  days  notice.  He  need,  he  iliought,  fay  nothing 
in  defence  of  this  alteration  of  the  law,  as  it  rather  went  to 
amend  the  conilitution  and  add  to  the  popular  weight  in  its 
fcale,  than  violate  the  one  in  a  reprehcnfible  degree,  or  dimi^ 
nifli  the  other.     It  mult  always  be  with  Engliflimen  very  de- 
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Arable  to  £icilicat(c  the  j:ecourfe  to  Parliament,  and  to  take  thi( 
auivantage  of  its  wifdom  and  ^mnds.  The  bill  badi  been  feme 
time  fince  put  into  his  hands  by  a  noble  Lordt  who  had  on  all 
occafions  manifefted  fo  fteady,  (b  afiive,  and  fo  laudable  an  at- 
tention to  his  public  dlity,  that  if  he  was  not  prefent,  his  abfence 
was  fblelv  to  be  afcribed  to  his  being  engagdl  elfewhere  in  dif- 
tharge  ot  ano^er  duty,  equally  ufetul  tc>  his  country,  as  a  Co'* 
lonel  of  one  of  the  Militia  KegimeYits.'  It  was  neceflanr  for 
him  to  (late»  bis  Lordfhip  faid,  that  the  bilt  embraced  aMIher 
important  ol>je&  beddes  that  which  he  had  dated.  Their  Lord-^ 
Ihips  would  recollect  that  by  an  A£t  of  Queen  Anne,  the  laft 
Parliament,  on  the  dcmife  of  the  Crown,  ihall  be  empowered 
to  lit  for  Qx  months,  or  till  a  new  one  can  be  convened,  bat 
doubts  had  arifcn,  whether  in  cafe  of  the  demife  of  the  Crowhi 
in  tiie  interval  between  the  didblation  of  Parliament,  and  the 
return  of  the  writs  for  a  new  one,  the  new  Parliament  couli 
fit  ?  The  bill  was  calculated  to  remove  this  doubt  and  to  pro* 
vide  for  the  difficulty,  in. the  manner  ftated  in  itscbufes.  His 
Lordfhip  having  thus  explained  the  objects  and  purport  of  the 
bill,  moved  diat  it  fhould  be  read  a  firft  time. 

The  Duke  of  Norfolk  defired  to  know,  if  it  was  meant  to  be 
a  temporary,  or  a  permanent  bill  ? 

Lord  Gfem/ille  (aid,  he  certainly  meant  it  to  be  a  permanent 
bill,  as  its  objeds  were  obvioufly  and  cleat-ly  fach  as  would  be 
neceflaiy  and  ufeful  at  all  times,  and  under  all  circumftances. 
It  applied  to  the  fundamental  principles  of  the  conftitution* 
and  of  government  eftabliflied  on  thofe  principles,  and  no  maa 
who  underfiood  the  conditution  could  furely  objeft  to  a  mea« 
fure  calculated  to  refort  in  cafes  of  exigency*  with  as  little 
delay  as  genejal  convenience  would  admit,  to  the  wifdom  df 
Parliament. 

The  Duke  of  Nor/oik  faid,  that  if  the  bill  was  merely  in« 
tended  to  be  temporary,  he  certainly  (bould  have  no  obje^ioa 
to  it,  as  there  were  circumftances  in  the  oomplexkm  of  the 
times  that  tended  to  point  out  the  propriety  of  the  meafure,  but 
when  it  was  underdood  that  it  was  to  be  a  permanent  bill,  a 
variety  of  conGderations  prefented  themfelves  as  neceflary  ta  be 
provided  for,  before  fuch  an  innovation  of  the  cpnOitution  was 
adopted,  fuch  as  the  pofltble  cafe  of  the  King's  being  made  a 
captive,  his  poflible  incapacity  from  indifpofition,  or  circum- 
ftances  to  difirharge  the  regal  functions,  and  call  his  Parliament 
together,  and  otiier  equally  important  and  ferious  erounds  for 
efpecial  provifion. 

The  bill  was  read^  and  ordered  to  be  printed, 
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BlXi;  TO   ALLOV  ftOMAN  WtHOLICS' ANii  Fidrtt+Alfir 
*    BrsSEKTtRS  TO   ACT   AS  OTFTCIKS    TN    t^4  *  rfWPLE^ 
M^NTXRY  MlLtTlA.  '^  '"'  '' 

The  Order  of  the  Day  for  the  fecorid  readme  .of  »  Klf,'  in- 
tituled *'  An 'A<St  to  enable  perfoni  profcftng  me  tLoman  Ca- 
*'  tholic'ReIigioii,"ari'dPrdjtelbnt  Dlflcnters  to  fcrye  as  Officers 
'*  in  th^  ft^ovifionail  Cayaliy  and  Supplementary  Militia/* 

Jjoid  Kenyon  Taid»  he  conceived  the  bill  to  be  of  the  moft Te- 
rious  importance,  and  (uch  as  ought  not  to  be  allowed  to  pafs 
without  bemg  fully  and  maturely  conGdered»  he  fubmittca  it, 
Chereforc,  to  their  Lordfliips  whether  it  would  be  wife  or  pru- 
dent to  pafs  a  Wll  of  that  nature,  juft  at  the  clofc  bf  a  long  and 
bboi^ous  feffion,  when  it  was  impoflible  to  procure  ^  fuu  at- 
;  teniance,  and  to  (*hter  mto  that  fort  of  dircuffioii  of  the  prind- 
ble  of  the  bin  and  its  probable  confcqucnccs,  if  it  Became  a  part 
of  the  la\^  6f  the  land,  which  ought  to  take  pface.  The  law 
as  it  now  (lood,  had  been  Tor  ages  confidered  as  the  bnlwirk  of 
bur  excellent  cotiftitution  in  church  and  ftate,  and  he  con- 
'ceiYcd'thc  prefcht'bin  as  breaking  in  upon  the  Teft  Aft,  which 
bad  been  evcrd(^mc:d  oihe  of  the  flrongeft  burriefs  of  the 
thurdi  6f  Engtand.  He  had  been  bred  up  in  principles  of  ve- 
neration for  that  church,  and  he  was  attached  to  it  fit>m 
the  moft  ftncerc  cbnvlflibn,  tbiit  it  was  the  pureft  fyftem  of 
tChtlftianity ;  therefore,  atthdugh  he  <Iid  not  me^n  to  caft  any 
ydtd^on  on  thofc  who  differed  In  religious  opf(iiOiiii  from  tfce 
chuhrb  eftablifhed  by  law,  or  obftinately  to  cotitend  for  fetain- 
fingyh'at,  perhaps,  ought  not  to  be  reuined,  yet  he  cciald  not 
|iV6  tTfi  his  veneration  for  the  Church  of  England,  or  cdnfait* 
M'One,  tea  bill  tending  to  weaken  the  pnnclple  oif  tbsTeft 
^A£t,  which  had  basn  c^h  4itfc3iired  at  great  lengthy  and  at  uf  • 
ten  been  decided  upon  by  JWJiamcnc  And  inod  efpecially 
when  the  bill  could  not  be  maturelj  coniideicd^  and  wlien  6ne 
that  part  Of  die  Houfe  (the  bench  of  Bifliops)  was  aloioft  empty 
of  thofe  noble  and  right  reverend  prelates,  whdfe  afllftuice  in 
fuch  a  difcuffioh  was  moft  peculiarly  defireabic ;  hot  wluH  at 
that  time,  were  neceflarily  employed  in  the  difcharge  of  their 
piifloral  duties.  For  thefe  reafonSj,  without  gpiog  into  any  ar- 
gument upon  the  fabjefl  matter  of  tlie  bill,  and  its  probable 
efiedh  on  the  relieious  eftablifhment  of  the  couotry,  which 
others  ^ere  much  fitter  to  difc^fsthaa  he  could  pretend  to  be, 
lie  fliouM  ttiove^  '*  That  tlie  bill  be  read  a  fecond  time  that 
day  thn^e  months."  .   . 

The  Bijkop  ^f  Ro^beftgr  jaid,  be  rofe  to  give  his  hearty  af- 
feot  to  the  motion  of  the  mM^  ^  learnt  JLoid.    He.was 
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aft9^ijf|(^>  b^yqod  mc^fure  to  fee  a  bill  like  the  prefent 
brQUghtfpfWs^tp  take  the  Houfeby  furprife  upon  fo  im- 
portant a  (uojefi.  Many  of  the  temporal  Lords  were  now 
4b fen t^up^n  various. public  and  domeflic  concerns.  The 
gr^ajt  majority  of  fpiritual  Lords  {there  were  ot)ly  four  Bifhops 
jprei^n^]  were  ^bfent,  not  from  negled  or  inattention  to  their 
Paitiamenury  dgties,  but  employed  upon  another  very  im» 
portant  part  of  their  duty,  the  ilifitatlon  of  their  diocefesw 
Was  it  decent  then,  was  it  fittinjg  iii  thofe  who  fupported 
this  billi  to  bring  it  forward  in  the  dog  days^  ^yhen  it  was  im^ 
poflible  th^t  it  could  receive  the  difcu/tion  it  dcferved;  when 
at  could  neither  have  the  oppofitipn  which  many  might  think 
it  their  duty  to  give  it,  nor  that  flcfence  which  others  migbt 
urge?  The. measure  was  to  a  certain  extent  a  repeal  of  the 
Teft  Atif  .which  bad  for  more  than  a  century  been  the  guard 
of  the  Church  of  England,  and  the  civil  as  well  as  religions 
eiUblilhment  of  the  country,  for  Church  and  State  were  fo 
infeparably  blendedi  that  when  one  waa  weakened^  the  other 
was  weakesE^ed  aUb,  and  they  tnuft  (land  or  fall  togethec» 
Nor  was  thci^principle  of  ;^he,prefent  bill  Iblely  to  be.  appre- 
hended ;  its  priaciple  weti)^a  gne^(|deal  further  than  the  obieA 
profefTed.-  The.  Homan  CRtholics^bad  been  Aibje^dby  the 
.  L^tflalufe  to  various  butdens,  particularly  a  double  larnd 
tax.  The  principle  oi  this  waa  not  puntihment  fox  opinton^ 
but  the  Goo^penfation  they  were  obliged  to  pay  for  the  dif- 
ferent «xomptiona,  to  whkh  in  continence  0c  their  religious 
opinions  they  were  fubjcA.  The  principle  of  the  prefent 
meafisre  went.to  remove  all  the  difobilitiesuader  which  they 
laboured.  lA.Uo«v:them  toibearcommiffions  «i  the  fuppfe* 
mentary  miiitia;  .wby^not  ixrthe  (landing  militia?  If  in  the 
regular)  militia^  why  not  employ  them  in  the  army,  the  navy, 
the  law/iaall  civil  officers?  The  principle  went  the  whole 
length  of  repealing  the  Teft  Ad ;  in  choofing;  between  that 
meafure  and  this,  he  faw  to  dilfinrence  in  principle,  and  he 
could  only  pitch  upon  this  as  of  two  the  lefler.eviK  It  was 
however  but  juftice  in  him  to  declare  that  he  was  convinced 
that  the  natural  born  Roman  Catholics  were  loyal  fubjeds,  and 
attached  to  the  Government,  but  he  couM  not  confent,  in  or* 
der  to  grant  them  what  theprefent  bill  would  confer,  tt>  deftroy 
the  principle  of  the  Teft  A^,  and  the  bartier  of  the  dcclefi^ 
aftical  eftablifhment.  With  reglird  to  the  Diflenters,  he 
would  frankly  Gonfefs  he  did  not  know  what  a  P^oteiftaait 
Dtflenter  was  at  this  time  of  thb  day.  He  ktiew^whatfi 
Proteftant  Diiienter  was  a  centuty  ago.  NoWr*  kovt^y^f^ 
there  was  no  definition  given  of  them  at  all  applicable  to  their 
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daraiAer.  Htikaew  liieii) -only  negatively.  The  ProfeA- 
tant  DUTentei^were  not  Ronrtfi  Catholics,  nor  were'they  «f  the 
Church  of  Engbad,  ^ond  betiveen  fhefe  two  negat)oti5^  thejr 
might  be  any  thing.  Thaf  might  compraliend  Jews,  Turks^ 
and  infidek.  Thei^-  wal^orte  clafs  of  thorn,  who  Wero 
merged  under  4h»geneM  nafaie  of  Aiiabaptifta.  Bk  they 
were  falfeiy  foic^Uad.- .  They  were  not  AnabaptfAy^  hedkt 
not  know  whaithcy'^i^6it ;' but  they  were  not  ib'eleecptton- 
able  as  the  reft  who  pafled -under  the  title  of  Profelhint  Dif* 
fenters* '  '  The  >genetal  clafs  were  not  enfitied  to  any  particu* 
lar  indulgence.  With  them,  under  th»- colour'' of  religious 
difi^ence,  fiadion  had  conftantly  be^  dt  the'lrottMi.  The 
man  who,  upon  a  perufal  of  hiftolry)  and  fipotn  iat^M.  ^bfer* 
vation,  did  not  peiteive  this/to^  b^  theif  charat^err  "was  an 
idiot,  and  ignorant  of  all  kif^wl^^e  upon  the^ftibjed^  They 
were  at  once  enemies  to  the^civil  and  to  the*  ectlefiaftical 
Conftitutlon;  Upon  this  fubjci^  he  felt  it  hh  dtitj  to  fpeak, 
and  as  was  his  cuft«m  to  fpci^k/  frfaihly,  regardleB  of  whom 
he  might  pieafe,  Und  whom  crffttid,  amtempto^p^Uifhttur^.'^ 
If  the  Tcft  Aft  was 'to  *be  repealed',  let  it  be  a^owM,  am4 
^  done  opcmly  andfaii4y|  add'^^bt  attempted  by  a  Mt  wia4, 
bya  WKjfcAMfj^rt4;fl#«^»in  tha^  tnafnher;  As' lie  faw  no  uti- 
lity with  which  the  br^^  was  fikcly  to  be  attended;  and  it 
-went  to  rtJmove  the  barriers^of  th^*.  Church  of  England,  be 
Aonid  give  it  his  decided  negative.  .      . 

The'^Duke  of  N^rfilh  faid,  Hiat  in  a  fty>e  of  fdrvM'argO^ 
ment  ibmewhat  corrcfporidcnt  to  fhe  tvkrVMh  of  tlifr  <Hn»te- 
tinderwhkrh  rtVas  brought  fbrwtttd,  and  beai4tlg  fome  marks 
of  the  influence  of  the  d^ddpi  the  Rev.  Prelaio  hadret^ro* 
bated  the  theafure.     For  his  o\^  part  he  wiis-fevioiiQy,  and 
upon  convidi^tnr  attached  to  the  Church  of  Engtind  as-  the 
beft  form'of  ChViftianity,  and  it  was  from  that  attachmiBttt 
that  he  wifhcd  to  promote  the  {>refent  bilK'    He  wiflied  to 
xemove  from  the  Church  df'Engbnd  the  UignVa  a^xed  to  it 
fo  long  as  it  wa^  difgraoed  vJth  any  traces  df  a  perfecuting. 
fptrit.     The  Catholic  Religion  had  b^n  overthroMrn  in  this , 
cdnntfyby  the  difguft  occafionedby  its  praftical  corruptioiss^ 
and  by  the  abufes  arifmg  out'6f  a  tyrannical  hierarchy.  Every ' 
denomination  of  Chrifllansliad  in  their  turns  preached  up^ 
totenitfoii)  ^tte  it  tvfas  ndt  the  dottiinant  teligiofiy  and  ex«-' 
ctcitcd  pci-fecutiftn  when  4t  Was  its  turn  to  rule.    This  ftig- 
tntf%e  ¥^i(hed  to  remote.  *-  it-Va^  bompbiinbd  that  the  nnea- 
furc  cajne  fo  late  in  the  fefTion.     And  from  'the  Ri^  Rer. 
nfel^^<i<^oip&uiing  6f 't!h6  bill  1)eing  Jtokh  fdrv^d,  one 
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woukl^%eiinagine<l  it  had  nevejr been lieard.of  before;  but 
it  was* to, be  re  .. umbered  that  it  cvmt  ftOfSMlie^tttber  Houfc, 
and  with  evidcui  marks  of  hftving  been  Veary  fefioufly  and  deli- 
btrately  difcuilcvif     He  wasforry  H  bad  not  come  upieariter, 
buMhat  \Na^rriO  fanlc  of  his.  and  whaimnft  the" reverend  Pre^    . 
late  iay  or  ::io£e  negligent  Minifters  who.  had  kfttax  bills. 
afTedtlng  ev^y  part  of  the  commtidity,  and  mtafuivs   ef 
great  coniliiiitional  importancoy  to  be^Ufcuired  kn  the  dog 
day?:,  and  to  be  hurried  through,  at  a  pfriod'of  tlie  feiTion 
which  preluded   difcuflion  ?    Surely  the   Veverend    Prelate 
would  not  fail  iq.attend  the  prt^refs  of  theft  nneafiiire$»  and    ' 
reprobjte  the* negligence  of  tbofeHy  wbofe  fault  it  was  owing 
that  they  came  (orwatd  fu  late.  - 

With  regarslMo  the  mearice  in'qii^i>n,  it  had  been  foiir4 
^hat  the  law  which  required  the  men  ferving  iii  the  miliiMl 
to  fwear  they  were  Proteftants,  or  go  to  prifoni  was  fo  fe- 
vere,  that  ntany  magiftrates  felt  great  d  fficulty  on  t||e  fub- 
jedi  and  were  nnwiiking  to  put  it  in  extfcution.  In  confe- 
quence  of  a.  reprofentation  irom  a  meeting  in  the  Wtfft 
Rding^of  York>  at  which  a^ioble Lord  (Lord  Hawke)  now 
prefent  prefided,  the  law  was  aiteredf  The  obje^  of  the  bill 
was  to  place  the  officers  ofi  the  footing  on  which  the  commun 
men  were  pUced.  The  Catholics  were  a  body  of  men  of 
as  great  virt\ie»  loyalty,  boooiir,  %nd  attachment  to.the  con* 
(litution,  as  any  clafs  in  the  country.  He  differed  a$  in  a1*- 
inoft  every  thing  clie,  from  the  reverend  Prelate  with  regard 
to  Proteftant  Diflenters.  He  wpuld  venture  to  aflert,  that 
thechara^ergivenof  that  body,  was  refuted  by  theevidencp. 
of  hiftory.  The  DiflTenters  had  contributed  greatly  to  the 
revQ^utiunt  anid  they  had  been  uniformly  friends  to  the 
^oufe  of  Hanover  and  the  eflablifhed  fuccefTion.  He  was 
aware  that  in  faying  this«  he  fubjefletl  himfelf  to  the  charge 
^idi  the  revefend.Pzielate  hafl  -denounced.  He  (bould  not^ 
however^  <)o  that  account^  hefitate  to  declare,  bis  c^inon, 
;ind  he  woiiVlfr^ther  he  the  cbjeftof  the  accufationi  than  the 
perfon  to  throw  out  an  impoution  againft  a  bo^  of  men 
fike  the  Diflenters  and  to  brand  thofe  with  faAiont  who  om 
many  occafions  had  fignally  ex^^rted  themfelves  in  the  caufe 
of  the  conftiftition*  and  vkhofe  puirity  of  conduA  often  put 
to  thebUiih-the  members  ef  tbe  eftabliibed  churchy  anae« 
cofation  tpo  which  included  t|bu&.,mei?abefs  of  the  eftabjiflted 
church  of  the  nOftbernpart  of  the  kingdom.  He^  (hcre&r^ 
fuppoieed  the  bill.r 

Lord  UawkeMd  he  had  tepii.fo  jpar^icubrly-aUiided'to 
l^y  thfi  noble  Dukc»  that  he  muft  lay  a  few  wonis.^    He 

bad 
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Wad  pTcfidcd  ^t  ^  mfecfing  of  the-  Magiftrat«i-Jti  ttse  Weft 
Riding  of  Yorkfliirc,  and  had  felt  the .  incMiV^iehcr^  of 
adminiflerlng  the  path  to  the  privates,  mant'df'^om,  it 
Was  welt  known,  were  Tiotnan  Catholics,  atdufjoiifhat^  api. 

eKcatibn.  had  been  made  to  Govc.Tmieiit,  andrt^tefflH  SaS 
ecn  altered,  fo  as  to^itteet  the  difficulty.  That  being"t4>e 
cafe,  he  really*  could  not  fee  tlie  propriety,  or 'Indeed  t!ic 
confiftcncy  ot  reftrifrtg  to  extend  the  fame  privilege  to  4hc 
Oentlcmcn  who  were  willing  to  hold  comniiflibhs  in  Ihc 
Supplementary  Militia,  that  had  been  adopted  in  rerpeA  to 
the  privates.  Having  granted  it  to  the  rtien,  itaj^peared  to 
follow  a  fortiori  that  it  couW  not  be  denied  to  the  offi- 
cers. .The  privates  bad  liot  thie  fame  ftake  in  the  de- 
fence of  tlie  country  that  the  gentlemen  of  property  had, 
and  to  grant  to  tlie  privates  what  was  refiifed  to  -the  perfbns 
willing  to  hold  commifiions,  appeared  to  him  to  warrant 
the  infcience  that  the  gentlemen  who  were  Roman  Catho- 
lics or  Diflenters  were  not  to  be  truflcdi  dioiigh  tlioCe  who 
were  Icfs  enlightened  might  be  relied  on — an  Inference 
that,  in  his  mind,  was  an  ungracious  return  for  the  Jdyalty^ 
atUchnlent,  and  zeal  of  ^  firm  arid  faithful  a  deftrrJption 
of  fubjefls  as  any  in  the  kingdom.  ^  He  fhoiild,*  therefore, 
told  it  his  duty  to  vote  for  the  Bill  being  read  a  fccbnd  time. 
Lord  Sydney y  who  had  rifcri  at  the  iahte  tln^e  that  Lord 
Hawke  did,  faid  that  he  coincided  with  the  m<H!on  of  ti^ 
noble  and  learned  Lord  for  the  poftponemcnt  of  the  fecond 
reading*  exprefsly  for  the  reafons  ftated  by  that.  Wi>Ble  and 
leaf ned  Lord,  and  no  other.  He  thought  It  an^  improper 
feriod  of  the  feffion  to  pafs  a  Bill  of  that  impdttahce^ 
which  required,  as  the  noble  and  learned'  Lbrtl  had  decla- 
red, to  be  maturely  difcufled  before  the  Hdiife  gave  their 
confent  to  it.  He  aflured  thdr  Lordfhips  that  he  had  Wo 
ill  will,  nor  did  he  entertain  any  difirefpeft  for  Roman  Ca- 
^tholics  or  Diflenters.  He  had  through  a  prettylong  parH- 
amentarv  life  always Ihewn  himfelfa  heartv  fHend  to'refi- 
gjous  toleration,  and  affifted  and  fuppottecl  every  applies 
tion  made  on  reafonable  grotnids  to  obtain  its  exteniion. 
He  agreed  with  the  right  reverend  Prelate  in  much  of  his 

Sjument ;  but  there  were  parts  of  it  to  which  be  couk!  not 
ent,  and  therefore  feared  that  he  muft  fall  under  the  lafli 
of  that  cenfure,  fevere  as  it  was,  that  the  riglit  rfevorend 
Prelate  had  pronounced  on  al!  who  did  not  cany  their  opl- 
nions  refpeding  Proteftant  Diilenters  as  ftr  as  hb  did.  He 
thought  Government  had  ai^ed  wifely  in  cillii^  ferlfa  tiie 
imited  ftrength  of  the  country  fin 'its  defence  againft  that 
hordt  of  human  beiDgs  who  were  the  enemies  of  all  reli- 
gion 


gioA,  ^w^4>p^y  proftfled  a  difavowal  of  any  t€U|^0U9  don 

tioaswb?iteyer.'  .  ^    r     -       ,  .        " 

-  But  wha^.iie^^liniked  in  the  prefent  Bill  principally,  was 
that  it  was  Qriguuily  introduced  as  «  trifling  xjaeafurc  of  np 
|p«at  cenfcquence,  and  in  its  i^ay  tlirougli  the  different  par- 
liamentary ft^es  it  was  fwellcd  fey  one  additioh  aijid  anothcii 
tiii  it  became  a  meaiure  of  fome  magnitude  and  of  .confide* 
rable  importance.  Nay,  they  had  h^en  given  to'wder^ 
(land  by  a>  noble  Duke  on  a  former  day  '  (the  Duke  of  Noi> 
folk),  that  it  was  bis  intention  to  move  fyv  its  ilill  furth^ 
extenfioa..  To  that  fort  of  practice  of  introducing  one 
thing)  and  enlarging  and  altering  it  till  it  became  a  very 
different  thing,  he  ovrned  h^  felt  i^at  diflikq.  Another 
reafon  and  a^^lvpiw  one  for  poftponing  the  Bill  was  the  lat^ 

S>eriod  of  x\\^  femon,  to  wnich  was  to  be  afcribed  the  ab- 
ence  of  thp  Bithops,  and  the  very  thin  attendance  that 
their  I^rdfhips  then  witneQed.  It  nad  been  thought  a  fuf^* 
ficieat  ground  to  poftpone  the  further  confideratton  of  the 
Surgeons'  Bill  ten  days  ago/becaufe  the  Houfe  was  thinly- 
attended,  and  certain  noble  Lords  for  particular  reafons 
were  not  able  to  attend :  and  would  their  Lordfhips  put  k 
Bill  itfeftingtiie  Company  of  Surgeons  on  a  footing  with  i 
Bill  that,<lccply  concerned tjie  cftabliihcd  religion  of  the 
country  f  Vpoa  thefe  reafoos  Lord  Svdney  law  he  ftiould 
^ve  his  fofe  for  the  motion  of  thq  noble  and  learned  Lor4 
whofo  worthUyi  and  fo  much  to  his  honour,  prefided  oyer 
»<wie  of  tUe^C<?Mrts  of  Juftice;    . 

.  The  Bifliop  of  jSriJlol  :(Dr.  Coi-newall),  proFcflW  liitrt- 
lelf  no  enemy  to  Itoaian  Cathplics  and  Diflentersv  becaufe 
he  thought  any  rel^on  was  better  than  none,,  and  that 
•religious  perfuafions,  however  vifionary  tliey  were, .  or 
-of  whatever  nature  they  might  be,  afforded  Tome  fecurity  to 
foeicty.  Jie  never  had  held  that  perfecution  for  religious 
opinions  was  juflifiabley  but  undoubtedly  feftraintVas  often 
kieceflary  andexpe^ient^  efpeclally  when  religious  opinions 
differing  from  thofe  of  the  Eftabiifhed  Church  were  likely 
to  outrage  and  injure  the  piyiV  am  religious  Conftitutioh  of 
the  country ;  for  its  eccl?6al^cal  eftablifhraent  was  i'ndif- 
putably  and  intimately  conncfted  with  its  civil  govern- 
ment, and  tliey  muft  either  ftand  or  fall  together.  The 
-Teftand  Corporation  Aft  wa^  as  had  been  acknowledged,  , 
one.  of- the.  rooft  fovmidahic  forlreffcs  of  the  State,  and 
though  he'  did  not  think  thqprefent  Bill  a^direft  attack 
upon  it,  yet  it  wa$  calculated  tq  undermine  it>,  and  there- 
fore it  was  neceflary  to  be  oppoicd'/«  //V/i^rijai^  a  hoftilc 
:  *  ^meafure 
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meafure  agaioft  the  Teft  Ad.  It  had  been  aUeJgi&d  that 
the  prefbnt  Bill  was  nece(Iary»  as' it  was  found  difficult  to 
procure  gentlemen  to  take  commiilions,  and  a^  as  officers 
in  the  Supplementary  Militia.  Admitting  the  fnA  that 
^ich  a  difficulty  exiftedy  which  had  not  been  pioved,  ftiU 
he  dilliked  the  Bill  as  a  remedy.  Other  meaJTures  might 
certainly  be  fuggefted  that  would  prove  equally^  if  not 
more  eneAual.  sooner  than  ^ee  to  the  prefent  Bill,  the 
Biihop  faid  he  would  rather  confent  to  a  Bill  to  compel 
gentlemen  who  had  property^  and  were  duly  qualified,  to 
ferve  as  officers.  He  thought  that  would  I>e  by  far  the 
lefler  evil.  His  Lordihip  urged  other  arguments  conveyed  iji 
mild  and  governed  lai^uage,  and  concluded  with  giving  his 
fiipport  to  the  motion  for  poftponing  tlie  fecund  reading  of 
theBiU* 

The  Lord  Chancellor  faid>  he  felt  great  pleafure  in  having 
heard  the  arguments  of  the  right  reverend  Prelate,  which 
were  founded  in  good  fenfe  and  moderation.  'Xliere 
was  not  one  of  them  that  he  did  not  perfeAly  coincide 
with,  excepting  only  the  idea  that  the  prefent  Bill  was  a 
violation  of  the  l*eft  and  Corporation  Ad — an  idea  that  | 

could  only  arife  from  apprehenfions  altogether  unfounded*  \ 

and  inapplicable  to  the  meafure  under  confideration,  which 
bad  no  relation  to  the  Teft  Aft  whatever,  nor  did  it,  in  | 

tlie  frnalleft  degree,  trench  upon  that  ilatute,  which  was 
rightly  confidered  as  a  ialutary  guard  and  prote£Uon  for 
Church  and  State ;  he  for  one  Ihould  be  extremely 
forry  to  fee  that  Aft  either  repealed,  or,  as  the  learned 
Bifhop,  who  fpoke  laft  had  termed  it,  undermined.  Hie 
cftabliflied  religion  of  the  country  was  that  which  the  ge- 
neral voice,  the  lai|;e  majority  of  the  people,  had  feleftcd 
as  being,  in  their  judgment,  the  beft,  the  moil  pure,  and 
nioft  fimple  fyftcm  of  jpraftical  ChrifUanity.  Having  cho- 
fen  it,  it  became  abiolutely  neceilary  to  gtiard  it  effeftu- 
ally  ;  and  for  .that  reafon  it  was  tliat  our  anceftors  wifely 
pafled  the  Teft  and  Corporation  Afts  by  which  every  per- 
fon  holding  an  office  in  the  civil  or  military  government 
of  tlie  country,  in  the  navy,  or  the  regular  army  (for 
ihou^  the  conilitution  of  the  country  did  not  recognize 
a  regu7»j  army,  a  large  (landing  force  had  for  obvious  rea- 
fons  been  for  fo  many  years  f  )und  neceflary  to  be  kept 
up  and  maintained,  that  in  argument  it  might  fairly  be 
denominated  the  regular  army)  fhould,  by  a  f61emn  oath» 
give  a  pledge  that  he  was  not  difafiefted  to  tlie  eftablilhed 
religion.     But  was  tlie  cafe  the  fame  wii,h  refpeft  to  the 

prffeac 
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^relent  Bir(?  '  By  no  means.  The  country  had  often  begi 
threatened  j^ith  invafion  by  a  fingic  cnemy»  Apprehcnii- 
ons  bad  been  cntcrUined,  and  preparations  made  for  tliQ 
defence  of  the  kingdom,  which  had  proved  gencialiv  effec^ 
t'ua'I.  *  But' (he  invafion  at  tliis  tinic'^p  bMpprehcfi^ed  wai 
of  a  totiilly' different  nature.  It  V^  1^^  ^^  eruption 
of  ihcvglcano^  which  had  buril  OJ^^>,\hi  con^ineBt,  an4 
overwhelnied  the  grcateft  part  of  uiq  . countries  by  Ep^ 
rope,  Ihould  make  its  inroad,  anii  ipread  it^  dcflruc*. 
live  lava  over  the  fertile  fields  of  this  bappy  ifjand  ;  it  wa:^ 
to  guard  againft  the  goramon  and  invetera,tc  enemy  of  ali 
rehgion,  all  order,  and  all  regular  government,  tb«it  i\ij>-y 
jefts  and  ChViftians  of  evci\y  dclcription, .  who  .bad  j^H 
intereft  in  religion,  an  Tntereft  in  the  country*.  wer« 
called  upon  to  come  farvviu;d,  heart  and  hahd^  in  its  de- 
fence.  A  iurce  of  fuch  a  peculiar,  temporary,  and  occat 
fional  nature  could  not  be  clafjed  with  any  branch  of  the 
civil  or  military  eftabiillime^t  ;.aivd  conicque^jiiy  none  of 
the  apprehcnfions  and  ulaims  liiai  had  been  entertained 
with  rcfpedl  to  the  confcquenfc'cs  of  the  prefent  Bill,  as 
far  as  it  regarded  the  Tcft  AS,  liad  tlie  fmalleft  foundation^ 
At  tlie  lame  time  tliat  he  ^lid  tjns,  he  Ibould  be  inclined 
l.o  fupport  the  motion  of  Bi^  noble  and  learned  friend*  and 
for  this  rcafon*:  he  thought  the  undue  warmth  which  the 
agitation  of  ti)e  confeft  occafioned,  though  founded,  as  he 
had  jjrgued,  In  mifapprchchfioii,*  might  be  produflive  of 
as  much  orriiore  mifdiief  than  if  there  was  feriousand 
lolid  ground. for' alarm;  and  though  he  had  not  the  fmalleft 
doubt  thiit  when  rpen  gave.  tUemlclvcs  time  to  weigh  the 
measure  icoplly  and  talu)lY,  and  to  judge  of  it  difpaflion- 
ately,  they'woiiM  fee  hovv  much  too  far  their  zeal  had  car- 
ried them,  !>et  Tt"  would  not  be  worth  while  to  hazard  the 
danger  of  chcrifluiig  a  contjovvi-fional  hoftility  for  the  fake 
of  a  jnqalure"|ik»e4!liat  tjic'liill  vvas  intended  to  fanftion. 
He  woiiy,  oii^,ffiI^  ocf>ii\o;u^^cjuote  a  trite  and  a  vulgar 
fayingV  that'wlVen  twq  me4'c;iQtended  for  a  i;opc,  '*  the 
harder  ,onc.  puDciT,  tlic /fj:rbngcr  tne  otlier  would  keep  his 
hold  ;'*'  the  only  fafe  way  of  endjng  the  dilpute,  therefore, 
was  to  *♦  let  the  ropfc  fill  to  the, ground;"  and  that  advice, 
notwithftanding  I'lis  Hrm  canviftion  that  the  meafure  was  a 
wife  one,  and  by  no  means  merited  the  oppofition  it  had 
experienced,  lie  ihould  both  ^ye  and  adopt  on  the  prefent 
pccafionby  voting  for  the  motion  of  h^s  noble  and  kacned 
friend.       ,    ',  ..,.....' 

*  Tor.  HI.  1791.  4B  The 
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The  Bilhop  of  Rocheficr  laid,  that  he  had  been  mifun- 
dcrftood  (as  he  imagined)  by  the  noble  Duke.  He  did  not 
mean  to  throw  any  refleftion  on  tlic  Church  of  Scotland,  as 
he  fuppofed  the  noble  Lord  undei-ftood.  He  conlidercd  tlie 
froteftant  Diflenters  as  totally  unlike  the  Church  of  Scot- 
land, or  any  other  eftablilhed  Church  in  Chriftcndom.  He 
faw  great  danger  in  the  Bill,  he  therefore  maintained  his 
opinion  as  he  nad  dated  it.  Let  but  the  fox  get  in  his  toe, 
he  would  take  c^re  tliat  his  body  Ihould  follow.  Indeed 
from  the  writings  of  Proteflant  Diflenters,  appiovcd  by  their 
fynods  and  adherents,  they  confidered  the  diilerence  be- 
tween Preibytery  and  Epilcopacy  to  be  nothing  more  than 
the  difference  between  a  kept  miftrels  and  llreet-walking 
ftrumpet. 

Tlie  Duke  of  Norfolk  rofc  to  explain,  and  contended 
that  the  right  reverend  Prelate  (the  Bifhop  of  Rocherer) 
had  by  no  means  convinced  him,  that  when  he  faid  faction 
was  at  the  bottom  of  all  the  endeavours  to  procure  an  ex- 
teniion  of  toleration  by  the  Proteflant  Diflentcib?  his  •  t  y  - 
Hire,  harlh  and  unwarrantable  as  it  was,  did  not  incii.  ^<.  .i  e 
members  of  the  eftablilhed  Kirk  of  Scotland,.  !i  l:  «  y-t,- 
fent  Bill  were  thrown  out,  after  allowing  the  piiv,  ^r  :o 
ferve,  notwithftanding  their  diflenting  lu  religious  opinions 
from  the  perfuafions  of  the  f'.ftublilricd  Cburch,  and  the 
fame  favour  were  refufed  to  be  granted  to  the  Kcman  Ca- 
tholic and  Diflenting  Gentry  and  men  of  property,  who 
were  willmg  to  become  oflicers,  the  plain  inference  would 
be,  that  thofc  who  had  property  and  a  fcrious  intercft  in 
the  defence  of  the  countr),  were  not  conlidercd  by  Parlia- 
ment as  men  to  be  truflcd  ;  while  the  privates,  who  had 
notliing  to  iofe,  might  fafely  be  relied  on.  With  regard 
to  what  the  right  reverend  Prelate  had  faid  of  the  double 
land  tax  impofcd  on  Roman  Catholics,  peiiiaps  it  was  owing 
to  his  not  being  fooner  in  Parliament  that  he  did  not  know 
that  an  impofition,  generally  confidercd  as  an  extremely 
unfair  one,  had  long  lince  been  taken  off.  If  he  had  been 
in  Parliament  at  the  time,  the  right  reverend  Prelate  would 
probably  have  oppofcd  it  upon  the  fame  principle  that  he 
had  deemed  it  his  duty  oppofe  the  prefent.Bill, 

Lord  Auckland  faid,  that  he  rofe  merely  to  advert  to  an 
expreiiion  ufed  by  the  noble  l^uke,  who  had  ftatcd  that  the 
poftponement  of  the  Bill  would  imply,  "  that  Parliament 
was  afraid  to  truft  the  Roman  Catholics."  No  fuch  infer- 
ence could  be  drawn.  The  conduft  of  the  Englifli  Roman 
Catholics  aKiidft  the  perilous  circumftances  of  the  national 

ftrugglcs. 
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ilrugglcs,  which  had  lallcci  fo  long  (and  were  not  yet  ter- 
minated), had  been  uniformly  fuch  as  to  merit  the  appro- 
bation, tlie  gratitude,  and  the  confidence  of  their  country. 
With  ftiil  leis  realbn  had  it  been  inlinuatcd,  that  the  poft- 
ponenient  of  the  Bill  would  fccm  to  **  brand  the  Proteftant 
Diffenters  as  a  faftion.'*  No  fuch  idea  was  entertained  as 
applicable  to  any  religious  pcrfuafion.  It  would  be  illibe- 
ral, unjuft,  and  unbecoming.  His  own  m  )tiy'e  for  voting 
the  poftponement  of  the  Bill  was  entirely  diltinft,  from  all 
prediledtions  or  prejudices,  cither  religious  or  pjiitical. 
He  was  not  prepared  to  admit  that  tlie  Bill  was  not,  prd 
tantOy  a  difpenfation  from  the  "left  Acl.  At  the  leaft  it 
purported  to  be  a  relaxation  of  the  rellriftions  which,  for 
more  than  a  century,  had  been  thought  neceflliry  for  the 
fafety  of  our  ecclefiaftical  cllablilhment.  The  meafure, 
therefore,  was  novel ;  and  it  was  not  grounded  on  any 
urgent  or  apparent  expediency.  Under  luch  circumftances 
it  was  improper  to  go  forwards  at  the  clofc  of  the  feffion, 
and  in  the  abfence  of  the  two  Archbifhops  and  of  twenty 
Bifhops.  With  refpeft  to  the  framers  and  promoters  of  the 
Bill,  he  was  fully  convinced  that  they  had  no  view  or  mo- 
tives in  the  bufinefs,  beyond  what  arofe  from  a  laudable 
wifh  to  unite,  in  a  time  of  difficulty,  the  hands  and  hearts 
of  loyal  individuals  of  every  dcfcription. 

The  Earl  of  Car^lijle  obfervcd,  that  the  noble  and  learned 
Lord  on  the  woolfack  had  made  an  able  and  argumentative 
fpecch  in  defence  of  the  Bill,  and  very  fufficiently  proved 
that  the  apprehenfions  entertained  by  the  right  reverend 
Prelates  were  ill-founded,  fie  hud,  neverthelels,  conclud- 
ed with  declaring  that  he  fhould  vote  for  the  rejeftion  of 
the  Bill,  which  was  rather  an  illogical  conl'equence  to  his 
own  ftrain  of  reafoning.  For  his  part  he  felt  no  fuch  ap^ 
prehenfions  as  had  been  fo  warmly  enforced  by  the  right 
reverend  Prelate,  who  fpokc  fecond  in  the  debate ;  but 
what  had  pafled  had  fuggefl!cd  to  his  mind  an  apprehenfion 
of  a  very  fcrious  nature  indeed  ;  and  that  was,  whether  the 
rejection  of  the  Bill,  after  the  alteration  of  the  former 
Supplementary  Militia  and  Provifional  Cavahy  Bills  in  fa- 
vour of  the  privates,  who  were  either  Roman  Catholics  or 
Diflcnters,  might  not  tend  to  irritate  that  large  defcription 
of  fubjefts  in  a  neighbouring  kingdom,  to  conciliate  whofe 
minds  it  was  at  prefent  fo  much  the  intcreft  of  this  country 
to  exert  every  means  to  efFcft.  He  could  fpeak  on  the  be- 
half of  the  Roman  Catholics  and  Diflenters  who  lived  in 
that  part  of  the  kingdom  which  he  inhabited,  and  aflule 

4  B  2  their 
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their  Lordfhips  that  they  merited  every  iadulgencc  that 
Government  could  grant,  as  his  Majefty  had  not  a  deftrip- 
tion  of  fubjcds  more  lovally  attached  to  liis  perfonal  and 
the  gener*il  intercfts  of  the  country.  I  herefore,  as  the 
Bill  was  moderate  in  its  nature,  and  ufcful'in  its  tendency, 
he  fhould  give  it  his  fupport. 

Lord  Grenvllle  faid,  that  witli  regard  to  the  apprchcnfion 
of  the  noble  Karl,  who  fpokc  lall,  however  Icriouily  he 
might  feel  it,  there  was  no  ground  whatever  for  alarm,  as 
to  any  cfFeft  the  rcjeftion  of  the  prefent  Bill  might  have  in 
Ireland  ;  bccaufe  the  1  eft  Ad  had  longlince  been  repealed 
in  that  country,  a  mcafurc  whicli  he  had  concurred  in  moll 
heartily  and  lent  his  afliftance  to  promote,  from  a  convic- 
tion that  from  the  fituation  and  ( ircumilanccs  of  that  king- 
dom it  was  a  wife  and  lalutary  meafurc.  Willi  regard  to 
the  prefent  Bill,  as  far  as  it  went,  it  certainly  was  a  repeal 
of  the  left  Aft,  and  certainly  fo  confidcrcd  it  was  a  Bill 
that  ought  not  to  be  decided  on  without  that,  degree  of 
difcuflion  which  its  importance  required,  and  which  from 
the  period  of  the  feflion  and  the  circumftance  of  fo  many 
Lords  being  abfent,  either  on  public,  military,  or  other 
profeffional  duty,  and  horn  ncceffary  attendance  on  tlieir 
private  concerns,  moft  efperially  the  right  reverend 
oench,  could  not  now  be  had.  llis  Lordfhip  faid,  he 
thought  it  highly  ncccffary  to  take  notice  of  an  obfcrvation 
made  by  a  noble  Duke,  that  if  the  Bill  ilid  not  pafs,  it 
would  warrant  the  imputation,  that  the  Fftablifhed  Church, 
like  the  Roman  Catholics  and  every  other  religious  bodv 
when  in  power,  was  inclined  to  excrcile  power  and  be  as 
intolerant  as  their  rivals.  He  denied  that  the  ailertion  had 
tlie  flighteft  foundation  ;  the  very  reverie  of  intolerance  had 
been  the  charafteriftic  of  the  h.lbblithed  Proteftant  Church, 
from  the  period  of  the  Reformation  to  the  prefent  day.  If 
was  its  liberality,  its  candour,  its  willingnefs  to  extend  tole- 
ration, wherever  it  could  be  extended  with  I'afrtv  to  the 
Conftitution  that  had  formed  its  grand  cliarafteriflic,  and 
diftinguifhcd  it  from  tlie  hi^otrv,  intolerant,  and  perfecut- 
ing  fpirit  of  tl<  Roman  Catholics.  He  could  not,  there- 
fore, allow  fuch  an  infinuation  as  the  noble  Duke  had 
thought  proper  to  throw  out  to  remain  unanfwered,  and  he 
was  confident  that  every  candid  man  would  readily  allow, 
tiiatreligiou<i  toleration,  fo  fcir  from  bring  a  matter  foreign 
in  pr:i(Sice  in  this  country,  was  one  of  its  moft  tavourite 


On 
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On  the  dirifion  the 

Contents  were  23 

Not  Contents  6 


Adjourned  till  next  day. 


Majcr'ify  17 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Tuesday,  yuly  11. 

The  Speaker  immediately  after  leaving  the  Chair  (lated| 
that  it  was  with  extreme  concern  and  regret  that  he  had  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  Houfc  to  a  letter  which  he  had  that 
day  received  f^om  an  honourable  and  learned  Gentletnaja 
(Mr.  Hatfcll).  He  then  proceeded  to  read  the  letter,  the 
lubftance  of  which  was.  That  Mr.  Hatfell,  after  having  fill- 
ed the  office  of  Clerk  of  the  Houfe  of  .Commons  for  37 
years,  wiOied  to  retire,  and  defiring  to  appoint  John  Lee« 
Efq.  whofe  experience  in  every  part  of  the  proceedings  in 
the  Houfe  had  been  long  acknowledged,  and  qualified  him 
for  that  office.  Mr.  Hatfell's  letter  then  dated  his  grateful 
fenfe  of  the  favourable  manner  in  which  his  condudl  had 
been  received  by  the  Houfe. — ^The  Speaker  then  faid  he 
hoped  the  Houfe  would  excufe  him  from  reading  that  part 
which  was  partial  to  himfelf. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  that  in  }u(lice  to  the 
honourable  and  learned  Gentleman  whofe  letter  had  been 
read,  he  thought  it  ought  to  be  entered  on  the  Journals  of 
the  Houfe,  accompanied  with  a  didind  vote,  expreflive  of 
the  fenfe  of  the  Houfe  on  the  merit  of  the  fervices  of  that 
Centleman.  The  Houfe  colledively,  and  the  public,  fuf. 
tained  a  lofs,  and  each  individual  in  the  Houfe  muft  regret 
the  event  of  that  Gentleman's  retirement;  and  he  was  aware 
that  the  Houfe  would  with  great  readinefs  bear'teftimony  to 
the  public  fervices  of  that  officer  of  the  Houfe.  He  there- 
fore moved, 

*t  That  Mr.  Speaker  be  requefted  to  acquaint  Mr.  Hat- 
fell,  that  the  Houfe  entertain  an  high  and  juft  fenfe  of  the 
diftinguiflied  and  exemplary  manner  in  which  he  has  per- 
formed the  duties  of  the  office  during  his  very  long  atten- 
dance in  this  Houfe/* 

The  Mafitroftbe  Rolls  feconded  the  motion,  which  was 
carried  nem.  con. 

The  Speaker  then  (aid^  that  the  experience  and  abilities  of 

the 
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the  learned  Gentleman  whom  Mr.  Hatfell  had  nominated, 
and  of  whom  the  Houfe  would,  no  doubt,  approve,  as  the 
deputy,  were  the  beft  pledges  for  the  reparation  which  the 
Houfe  and  public  had  fullained  by  the  lofs  of  Mr.  Hatfell's 
fcr  vices. 

Mr-  Lee's  appointment  was  then  approved. 

The  additional  (lamp  duty  bill  on  deeds,  was  ordered  to  be 
read  a  third  time  the  next  day  if  then  cngroifed. 

INSOLVENT  DEBTOPS  BILL. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Adair  brought  up  a  petition  from  a  gentle- 
man of  the  name  of 'William  Wilkinfon,  which  ftatcd  that 
the  petitioner  was  formerly  a  merchant  at  Aniigua  ;  was 
confined  there  for  a  debt  of  1886I.  and  difcharged  under  an 
infolvent  debtors'  a6l,  palfed  at  the  Colonial -Aflembly*  That 
he  was  requefted  to  come  into  this  country  by  certain  pub  ic 
commiflioners,  to  give  evidence  in  a  matter  of  great  import- 
ance, and  was  promifed  renumeration  for  his  lofs  ot  time^ 
cxpences,  &c.  That  on  his  arrival  in  London,  he  was  ar- 
reited,  and  has  ever  fince  remained  in  cuftody,  for  the  very 
fame  debt  from  wh.ch  he  was  difcharged  by  the  Colonial  In- 
folvent Aft.  That  he  has  rendered  many  and  confiderable 
fervices  to  government,  &c.  That  the  fum  for  which  he  is 
BOW  confined,  is  fo  large,  that  he  wil!  be  excluded  the  benefit 
of  the  Infolvent  Aft  now  depending  in  Parliament,  and 
prayed  that  a  claufe  may  be  inferted  in  the  bill,  to  rel  eve  him 
from  the  very  extraordinary  circumftances  of  his  caf(p. 

The  petition  being  read,  the  learned  Serjeant  obferved,, 
that  this  application  was  not  without  a  precedent ;  but,  as. 
the  Infolvent  Debtors'  Bill  was  far  advanced  in  the  Houfe^ 
and,  as  the  relief  prayed  for,  might  be  granted  in  the  Houfe 
of  Lords,  he  (hould  only  move,  that  this  petition  be  laid  upon 
the  table. — Ordered. 

The  Infolvent  Debtors'  Bill  was  then  read  a  third  time, 
and  paflTed,  on  the  motion  of  Mr,  Alderman  Anderfon. 

The  bill  for  encouraging  and  regulating  the  Southern 
Whale  Filhery,  was  read  a  third  time  and  palled. 

Xeave  was  given  tobr  ng  in  a  bill,  to  continue,  for  a  time 
to  be  limited,  the  law  for  allowing  certain  Banks  in  Scotland 
to  iffue  fmall  notes,  upon  the  motion  of  Mr.  W.  Dundas. 

CLOCKS  AND  WATCHES. 

Mr.  Rofe  moved  the  Order  of  the  Day,  upon  the  Clocks 
and  Watches  duty  Bill,  which  was,  that  the  bill  (hould  b© 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Ho^fe. 
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The  Order  being  read,  he  movcdy  that  the  Speaker  do  n6w 
leave  the  chair. 

Mr.  WilUrfarce  Bird  faid,  he  underRood  that  this  Bill 
would  give  a  fpecies  of  inquifitorial  power  to  the  coUec* 
tors  of  the  tax.  He  at  tirft  thought,  that  the  tax  upon 
gold  watches  was  a  good  one,  but,  updn  converfing  with 
perfons  better  informed  than  himfelf  uponthe  fubjc<Sl,  his 
opinion  had  altered.  He  now  underdood  that  a  duty  of 
eight  ihillings  per  ounce  had  been  lately  laid  on  gold^ 
That  few  watches  are  made  of  lefs  than  two  ounces;  the 
price,  therefore,  of  every  gold  watch  muft  be  fixteen  (hillings 
higher,  and  when  there  came  to  be  added  to  that  ten  (hillings^ 
he  appiehended  that  great  difcouragement  would  he  throwa 
in  the  way  of  the  trade.  He  objeded  alfo  to  the  tax  on  the 
inferior  watches,  and  dated  that  feveral  thoufand  manufac- 
turers at  Biiminghim  and  other  places  were  already  out  of 
employment  in  confequence  of  this  bill,  for  it  affefled  not 
only  watch  makers,  but  by  leflTening  the  fale  of  watches,  af- 
fedled  ^ilfo  a  prodigious  number  of  perfons  who  had  been 
condantly  employed  in  making  (leel  chains  and  various  other 
trinkets,  fo  that  trade  in  general  was  likely  to  be  materially 
injured,  if  this  meafure  was  adopted. 

Mr.  yo///2f^dirapj)rovedof  the  tax  alfo. 

The  Chancellor r'f  the  Exchequer  ilcitnAt^A  the  general  prin«» 
cipleof  ihetax,  as  a  tax  upon  luxury.  There  was  no  in- 
quifitorial power  rjvcn  by  it.  Houfckeepers  were  to  re- 
turn the  anfwers  vyhich  their  domeftics  gave  to  them,  but 
were  not  refponfible  for  the  truth  or  falfehood  of  the  return?. 
With  refpedt  to  the  tax  having  a  bad  efFcCl  on  trade,  by  di- 
minifliing  materially  the  falc  of  watches,  he  confidered  that 
a^  begging  the  queftion.  It  was  in  his  contemplation  to  alIo\T 
thofe  vrho  exported  watches  to  make  them  up  of  gold  inferior 
to  the  prefent  (landard,  and  that  appeared  to  him  to  be  the 
mod  important  point  in  the  way  of  trade. 

General  Tarleton  faid,  he  was  inftrudcd  by  a  very  confidcr- 
able  Ixxly  of  his  conftituents  to  oppofe  this  tax,  and  lie  lliould 
obey  their  directions  as  a  member  of  Pjiliament,  by  voting 
againd  the  bill. 

The  Houfe  divided. 

jlyesy  (For  the  queftion)         —         —         42 
NoeSf        —        —  —  —        7 

Majority^  35 

The 
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The  Houfc  then  went  into  a  Committee,  and  proceeded  io 
ifaebUl. 

On  reading  the  daufe  tliat  exempts  his  Majefly  and  the  Royal 
Family  from  the  payment  of  the  duty, 

Mr.  Bouverie  faid,  he  thought  it  very  hard  indeed  that  the 
Koyal  Family  ihould  be  deprived  of  the  pleafure  of  paying 
diis  tax. 

Mr.  yohn  Pitt  faid,  that  his  Majcfty  was  exempted  by  the 
law  of  the  land  from  paying  any  tax  in  perfoit. 

Mr.  Bouvcrie  faid  he  knew  that  it  was  an  improper  thingfor 
his  Majefty's  name  to  appear  in  any  Tax  Bill  whatever.  The 
conftant  pradice  was  that  his  MajeAy  (hould  be  exempt  from 
dired  taxes.  But  he  hoped  the  time  would  come  when  his 
Majefty  would  contribute  very  largely  to  the  relief  of  the 
finances  of  this  country.  But  he  faw  no  reafen  for  exempting 
tfie  Royal  Family  from  the  payment  of  this  tax,  and  therefore 
he  fiioald  oppofe  this  exemption. 

Diviiion  for  exempting  the  Royal  Family      35 
Againft  it  —  —  —  7 

Ma j art  t J  28 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  propofed  a  claufe  to  exempt 
from  die  operations  of  the  bill  all  the  houfcs  occupied  and  kept 
by  any  branch  of  the  Royal  Family,  or  Foreign  Ambafladors. 

Mr.  Jolliffie  {M^  that  this  claufe  was  fo  abfurd  a  one»  that 
he  could  not  conceive  how  a  man  of  the  fenfe  of  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  could  propofe  it.  To  exempt  all  the  fervants 
of  the  Royal  Family  was  a  thing  againft  all  principle  (^ Juftioc* 
It  was  well  known  that  they  now  paid  no  turnpikes.  But  this 
exemption  was  intolerable ;  the  Groom  of  the  Chamber,  and 
all  the  Officets  of  State,  who  derived  fuch  large  emoluments, 
would  be  excufed  the  payment  of  a  tax  on  watches ;  a  thing  as 
abfurd  as  it  was  unjuft  ;  and  he  was  furc  the  Miiiifter  could 
not  think  of  perfifting  in  it  after  refle£ling  upon  it. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  that  the  ftatement  of 
the  honourable  Gentleman  .was  fo  abfurd  that  he  (hould  be 
very  forry  if  he  had  propofe3  any  thing  like  it.  Tlie  exemp- 
tion was  made  in  order  that  no  part  of  the  Royal  Family  (hould 
be  called  upon  to  make  a  return  according  to  the  provifions  of 
this  bill,  and  without  that  return  it  would  be  impoflible  to  lay 
on  the  tax  at  all.  The  great  Officers  of  State,  although  they 
were  the  King's  fervants,  would  not  be  exempted  from  thistaxp 
becaufe  they  did  not  live  in  the  houfes  of  any  of  the  Royal  Fa- 
mily; they  lived  in  houfeS  of  their  owii.  This  exemptioQ 
would  ooly^xiend  to  menial  fervants  of  the  Royal  Family. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Jolllffe  faid,  that  this  was  realhr  the  moft  cxtraprdinanr 
thing  he  ever  heard  of  in  his  life.  Inere  was  as  much  fen(e 
ha  the  idea  of  exempting  the  fervants  of  every  man  in  the  king- 
dom, as  in  exempting  the  fervants  of  the  Royal  Family.  What 
pretence  was  there  in  exempting  from  the  payment  of  a  duty 
for  wearing  a  watch,  the  fervants  of  the  Prince  of  Wales,  thei 
Duke  of  York,  the  Duke  of  Clarence,  theDukeofGloucefter, 
and  every  one  branch  who  kept  a  houfehold  ?  The  Minifler 
might  as  well  fay,  that  they  (hould  not  pay  any  duty  upon  tho 
leather  of  their  (hoes,  or  the  linen  of  their  {h!rt8»  as  to  fay  that 
they  (hoiild  not  pay  this  tax,  which  the  fervants  of  other  per-  . 
fons  were  called  upon  to  pay.  He  was  fure  the  Minifter  would 
not  perfift  in  fuch  a  manifeft  abfurdity,  as  well  as  mondrous 
injuftice.  As  to  the  dlflSculty  of  calling  on  any  of  the  Royal 
Family  to  tnake  a  return  of  perfons  who  wore  watches,  that 
was  eafily  got  over.  Let  the  Steward  of  the  Houfehqld  be  di- 
rected to  make  the  return,  and  tlie  difficulty  was  at  an  end  ; 
for  his  part  he  (aw  this  in  fuch  a  point  of  view,  tliat  he  would 
divide  the  Houfe  upon  it  one  hundred  times,  if  that  was  necef- 
fary  in  order  to  prevent  it. 

The  queftion  was  then  put  u(K>n  the  claufe. 

Mr.  jolliffc  faid,  he  (hould  be  obliged  to  the  Minifter  if  he 
would  give  him  an  anfwer  upon  this,  what  difficulty  was  there 
in  direSing  the  Steward  of  the  Houfehold  to  make  the  return? 
Ayes^  (for  the  Exemption)      35,  Nots^     &. 

The  Committee  then  went  through  the  bill,  and  the  Report 
Was  ordered  to  be  received  the  next  day. 

The  other  orders  of  the  dgy  being  gone  through,  the  Houfe 
adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 
'  Wednesday,  ^uly  la. 

■    Received  feveral  bills  from  the  Commons. 

.  The  bill  to  enable  his  Majefty  to  call  Parliament  together 
fooner  than  the  law  now  permits,  and  to  remove  certain 
doubts  as  to  its  meeting  upon  a  demife  of  the  Crown,  was 
read  a  fecond  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  the  next 
day. 

On  the  motion  for  the  third  reading  of  the  Scots  Militia 
Bill, 

The  Duke  of  Norfolk  faid,  he  did  not  rife  to  oppofc  this 
bill,  of  which  he  perfeflly  approved.  He  only  role  to  ob- 
ferve,  that  after  (o  much  argument  from  the  Bench  of 
Bi(hops,  againft  permitting  the  Catholics  and.DilTenterk  to 
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fgrv^  their,  couiitry,  he  was  glad  to  fee,  that  in  the  Scbts  Mr- 
liiia  Bill,  np  fuch  invidious  exception  exifted.  t^rom  this  it 
ffiould  appear,  that  the  people  of  Scotland^  froin  having  no 
Seach  of  Biftop^,  had  an  advantage  in  the  defence  of  theif 
country,  >\^ich  in  Etiglaodthe  Bench  c^lKQiops  had  tfioughv 
propejr  to  oppofe.  * 

The  L^rii  ChsncelhrKxAy  that  the  obfervation  of  the  no- 
Ue  duke,  required •oly  a  fingle  word  in  rejply.    lo  Scattam^ 
HO  f?u:ramcntal  teft  wai  required  for  any  office  whatevtr. 
.  The  bill  wa«  read  a  third  time  and  pafled. 
Forward^  the  bills  on  the  table  in  tbev  various  ftages.-** 
/moiirocd. 
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We^nesda.y,7W/  12. 

The  Sfeater  acquainted  the  Hotafe,  that  hi'  compKance 
wiA  theiir  rcqu*ft>  he  had-  connfmunicated  thcff  vote  of  laft 
night  to  Mr.  HMfell,  who  requefted'  him  to  fcturn  them  Hi 
moft  grateful  acfen6w!ddgemcnts  for  the  approbation  which 
Acy  had  unanihioufly  bctn  plcafed  to  exprefs  of  his  Gondud. 
•  The  Fpenker  alfo  acquainted  tire  Htnife,*  that  Mt.  HatfcM 
had  appointed  Mr.  Dyfofr  affiftant  cSerk,  in  the  room  of  Mti 
Lee,  whfo  is  ^pointed  Cferk.    '  ♦ 

^   Mr.-  Dy  fon  was  called  in,  and  at  thfc  Sj;)eakcr's  defire,  took 
his  feat.  ' '        .      .  -' 

The  repoTts  r>f  the  onl^wful  oaths  BiRi  and  of  the  chxrk 
and  watch'  daty  Bill,  were  brought  up  and  agreed  t6.  '  ' 

Mr.  Percival  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  enable 
his  Majefty  more  eaiily  and  more  ei}e<5H)al!y  to  grant  condi- 
tional pardons  to  perfons  ui^der  fe^ten^e  6f  naval  court-mar- 
tials, and  to  regulate  confinetHcnt  ii|  &^ch  fentenoes.'^Leave 
was  granted; 

The  Ckan:eUor\fthe  Excf)fqueT  moved  for  leave  to  hriiigia 
a  bill  for  granting  a  further  time  for  carrying  mto  execution 
the  powers  of  the  Provifional  Cavalry  Aft. — Leave  graptcd^ 

CLOCKS  AND  WATCHES. 

The  Chantelbr  ofth&  Exchequer  ftatcd,  that  in  confequenc* 
of  the  late  tax,  and  with  a  view  to  encourage  andrpromnte 
the  commerce  of  the  coimiry,  it  had  been  fuggeftcd  that  it 
would  be  a  proper  meafur^  to  permit  the  manu^dnre  of  gold 
tvatchesy  aixd  o.her  tvares^  of  a  fpecies  of  gold  below  the  cur^ 

current 


rertt  ftan^nj.  From  thie  putrty  o^  the  Sttticles  of  our  gpid' 
manufadure,  we  were  at  ^refent  vinderfold  in  the  foreiga 
marietSy  aiiS  this  nhcf^ion  In  tlie  h\ft  would  j>ut  us  upon 
tljc  fi^c  foptiug  with  crihet  M'lions,  W^6  irfed  $i  fpecies;of 
gold  for  tkerr  manufadures,  mixed  wirb  a  great  deal  of  aU 
Iqy.  He  was  pcrfuaded  that  no  ifK^rvveiVience  jwould  arift 
f(om  granting  this  latitude  to  our  tnanti&Aures.  He  there- 
fore ,inovB4  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  law  for  allowing  gold 
Wares  to  be  manufa^red  at  z  ftandavd  beiow  that  allowed  by 
law. 

Mr.  fFilberforce  £/r^  contended,  that  this  latitude  would 
be  of  no  advantage  to  the  watchmaker.;  that  on  the  contrary,    . 
hte  would  lofe  inftead  of  gSfitilfig  1>y  it,  hecaufe  our  watches 

^  were  in  eftimation  in  th^  foreign  markets,  merely  on  account 
of  the  purity  of  the  golcl  of  Which  they  were  made. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  rejMled,  that  if  the  honour-  ^ 
able  Gentleman  had  convcrfea  with  any  of  the  trade  upon  the  ' 
fubjedy  they  would  have  redified  his  piiftake  rcfpeding  the 
advantage  they  would  derive  from  it ;  he  owned,  however, 
that  it  was  not  the  intereft  of  this  body  of  men  aionej,  which 
induced  him  to  bring  forward  the  meafure — he  had  an.eya 
alto  to  the  encouragement  of  the  general  commerce  of  the 
country*  The  honourable  Gefitlemap  argued,  as  if  people 
laid  out  their  money  in  hoarding  gold  watches,  merely  be* 
caufe  they  were  made  of  a  ppccious  irietal,  but  he  jiever  hearii 
of  any  fuchpraAice  being  m  exigence  ;  people,  thouglifroon 
vanity  or  (hew,  they  mighjt  pwrchafe  a  gold  warch.  rather 
than  another,  were  commonly  influenced  in  their  choice  of 
that  article,  not  by  the  value  of  the  metal,  but  by  the  excel- 
lence of  the  mechanifm.  At  pi-efent,  EnglKh  watches  were 
allowed  to  he  Tuperior  in  the  latter  n^fp.ft  to  tbpfc  of  any. 
other  countryi  and  the  great  obitacU  to  their  cx^r.ctation  .  jl 
prefent,  was  the  hgh  ftan  !ard  of  the  gold  o\  which  they 
were  naa4e.^ — T'he  hi  1,  which  lie  h.d  move/1  iot  leave  to 
bring  in,  wo^!d  remove  th.s  obftacle,  a«  d  ei4acge  our  com« 

'  0icxoe,  while,  at  the  fame  time,  it  wou'd  not  increafe  thct 
quantity  of  gold  exported.  The  only  objeftion  that  could 
be  offered  againft  it,  was  a  fupp<^ed  inconvenience  which 
intght  refult  from  having  two  gold  ftandards,  from  which  a< 
temptation  might  arife,  tp  melt4own  the  <:urrenr  coin.  But 
there  was  an  anfwei^  to  this  ol}jedion>  in  the  quantity  of  1  ght 
gold  which  was  every  ye«r>raught  <o  the  bank,  which  was 
mo(6  than  aU  our  manufacturers  at  prefent  confumed. 

4C2  Mr. 
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*  Mr.  W.  Bird  txf\9ined ;  and  leave  was  given  to  bring  |ti 
tRebill. 

Mr.  Parker  Cdke  brought  up  a  Petition  frbm  the  merchants 
of  Dudley  agalnft  the  Ship  Owners'  bill. 

A  Petition  to  the  fame  efFed  was  prefeuted  by  Lord 
Hawkf/hury  from  Penrhyn. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  that  after  a  great  deal 
of  communication  with  the  Ship  Owners  and  other  perfofls 
cpnneded  with  this  bill,  he  was  in  hopes  that  before  to- 
morrow he  would  be  able  to  propofe  fome  regulations  upoa 
it ;  he  therefore  moved  that  ihc  Order  for  taking  the  Report 
of  the  bill  under  confideration  ihould  be  deferred  till  then. 

The  Report  was  accordingly  ordered  to  be  taken  into  con- 
fideration the  next  day. 

The  Order  of  the  Day  being  read  for  the  Committee  on 
the  Eaft  India  Trade  bill.  * 

Mr.  Secretary  Dundas  rofeforthe  purpofeof  corfeQing  fome 
mifreprefentations  which  were  abroad,  refpefling  this  bill,  fi 
queftion  had  been  afked  him,  he  ventured  to  fay/  a  dozen 
timesy  why  he  gave  to  foreign  nations  privileges  in  trading  lo 
India*  which  he  withheld  from  tliis  country  ?  the  rcafon  was, 
he  only  gave  to  foreign  nations  what  they  had  enjoyecT*  from 
time  immemorial,  and  he  could  not  give  thcfc  privileges  to  fob- 
jedls  of  this  country,  without  repealing  the  charter  whicli 
Parliament  had  granted  to  the  Eafl  India  company.  Had  \\t 
•  made  an  attempt  to  exclude  foreign  countries  from  the  com- 
merce of  India,  what  would  have  been  the  confequence  ?  It 
would  have  drawn  upon  us  the  jcaloufy  of  every  nation  in 
Europe,  which,  great  as  our  power  was,  in  that  quarter  of  the 
world,  he  was  not  prepared  to  encounter.  He  heard  (hat  it 
had  teen  dated  in  the  Eaft  India  houfe,  that  tlie  company*^ 
charter  ^ave  them  an  exclufive  rig;hi  to  the  trade  of  India; 
forgetting  that  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain  could*  not,  by 
any  charter  they  could  give,  fupercede  the  rights  of  France, 
Holland,  Portugal,  Denmark,  and  Sweden.  But  he  was 
really  almoft  afliamcd  to  take  notice  of  fuch  nonfenfe.  The 
bill  now  before  the  Houfe  gave  foreign  countries  no  new  pre- 
ference, nor  did  it  rob  the  Eaft  India  company,  of  any  right 
which  they  had  enjoyed.  •  :   .  •  ' 

Mr.  Alderman  Lujhington  perfeflly  agreed  in  opinion  with 
the  right  honourable  Gentleman,  refpeSing  the  commerce  of 
India,  and  he  did  it  the  more  readily^  becaufe  it  was  an  opinion 
whi&h  he  had  long  entertained.  He  had  forefeen  that  England 

couM 
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couMnot  fupply  aU  the  countries  of  Europe  with  the.  prdouce 
of  the  Ead  Indies,  while  they  con  fumed  fo  great  a  quantity 
of  the  artjck^  of  that  produce  as  they  at  prefqolt .  did.  And 
while  this  was  the  cafe,  he 'thought  that  every  facihty  ihould  ' 
t)e  grafted  to  foreigners  tocartyontlie  trade  for  themfelves. 
He  ohferved  further,  that  the  Ea(l  India  company's  charter, 
was  gtanted  to  them  againd  Bricifh  fubjefts,  and  not  againft 
foreign  nations..  The  prefcnt  bill,  therefore,  could  afford  them 
no  reafonahle  ground  of  alarm. 

The  bill  then  paffed  .through  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
Houfc,  and  the  report  was  ordered  to  be  received  the  next 
day. 

In  a  Committee  of  fupply,  to  which  Ihe  American  treaty 
was  referred, 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  moved,  that  the  fum  of 
381OC0I.  be  granted  to  his  Majcfty,  to  make  good  the  fum 
awarded  by  the  coram  If  fiojiers,  under  the  7  th  article  of  this 
treaty,  againft  the  Bntifli  Guvcmment.     Refolvcd. 

Sir  ff",  Pulteney  wiftled  to  k?ibw  if  this  was  the  whole  of 
the  fum  awarded,  or  if  any  had  been  awarded  to  the  Britiih 
Government  ? 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  replied,  that  this  Was  the 
firft  report,  and  that  he  did  not  know  of  any  other  fums 
which  as  yet  had  been  awarded  either  againft  Britain  or 
America. 

'Jhz  I'^ort  to  he  received  the  next  day. 
^  On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Rojc^  tlic  order  for  bringing  in  a  bill 
fo^authorire  the  commiffijjners  ot  the  ftamps,  to  ftamp  deeds, 
.  bills  of  exchange,  and  notes  of  hand  in  certain  cafes,  was  dif* 
l^arged,  on  account  of  the  imprafticability  of  doing  it  in- the 
inftarices  of  bills  of  exchange  and  notes  of  hand  ;  and  leave 
was  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  authorife  the  conimiflioners  of 
the  Samps  to  flamp  deeds  and  other  inftruments  therein  men- 
tioned. •^ 

The  gold  ware  bill  was  brought  in  ahd  read  a  firft  time; 
and  on  ilie  motion  of  Sir  fFilliam  Pulteney^  was  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

The  cuftora  duty  bill  pafied  through  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  Houfe  ;  the  report  to  be  received  the  next  day. 

The  additional  duty  on  deeds  bill  was  read  a  third  time  and 
'paftcd.         '   .  , 

The  pleafure  horfe  bill,  and  the  fervants'  duty  bill  were 
each  read  a  fecond  time. 

.     The  bill  for  graming  an  additional  allowance  to  fubaltern 

t  '  officers 
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officcRinthe  time  of  peace  paflcd  through  a  Committte  of 
()ie  wTioJe  Honfe ;  as  did  the  Exchequer  bills*  bill,  and  the 
bill  fer  preventine  the  fcffgery  of  the  names  of  ^itnefies  to  let- 
tci3  of  attorney^  &c. ;  the  reports  to  be  received  the  next  day. 

The  protifional  cavalry  b»lU  2Uid  the  commil&oners  of  iho 
flamps  bill,  werelirought  up  and  read  a  Aiil  time* 

Adjourned* 
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Thursday,  July  13. 

Their  LordAips  having  refolved  theoiroives  {nto  H  Cotn- 
miitee  of  Privileges,  to  confider  of  the  claim  of  Sir  AJtm  Ffr^ 
gujm  to  the  Scotch  Peerage  of  GlencMrn.^ 

The  LtrdCbmiceUor^nxettA  ^ery  muck  at  large  into  die 
kiftory  of  the  Earldom  of  Glencairn,  and  concluded  widi  re-* 
gretting  that  it  appeared  to  htm  their  Lordfliips  wouM  fed 
themfie^es  bound  to  deny  themfelves  the  advantage  of  having 
Sir  Adam  Fergufon  among  thenii  for,  if  his  title  wzs  efla- 
bliflied,  he  had  no  doubt  but  that  the  nobility  of  Scothnd 
wouU  mnninioiifly  eleA  a  man  who  would  be  fo  great  an 
oonment  to  them-  But  it  appeared  10  him,  from  a  Img 
eonlideiation  of  the  cafe,  that  the  claim  to  the  titip  of  Glen- 
cairn  was  not  made  out  by  Sir  Adam  Fergufon.  He  moved 
a  refolution  to  that  efieA  in  a  Committee  of  Privileges, 
which  refolution  was  agreed  to. 

Received  from  the  Commons  a  gq;at  numberof  bil)S|  which 
were  all  read  a  (irft  time. 

The  other  bills  on  the  table  went  through  their  ilages  ia 
order  as  dicy  flood-     Adjourned.     . 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Thursday,  July  13.. 
The  report  of  the  Committee  to  which  the  claims  of  Mr. 
Palmer,  late  of  ftic  Poll  OflSce;  were  referred,  was  brought 
up,  read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  Soots  fmall  note  bill  was  jead  a  fecond  time. 
The  bill  to  enable  his  Majefty  more  eafily  and  e0eduallf 
to  grant  conditional  panlons  to  perfons  tried  under  courts 
.martial  was  read  a  fecond  time. 

The  farmers'  horfe  additional  tax  bill  was  lead  a  Airdf 
tfaae  and  paffixl. 

The 
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The  conftlidated  ftind  bill  was  itad  a  feccmd  time. 

Tke  inferior  {buid&fd  gold  bill  was  read  al  fecund  timo; 

The  rcpoit  cf  tie  fiindbd  pmpeity  biH  was  brought  up  and 
a^ceedto. 

The  ret'ort  of  the  refoltition  to  enable  hts  Majefly  to  de- 
fray the  ainount  of  awards  fur  American  captures  was  rea4 
and  agreed  to. 

Tlus  bill  ta  onaUo  the  CommiffioHers  of  ftamps  to  affix 
ttie  proper  (|aiiipt  on  deeds  therem  mentioned  was  read  afe^ 
cond  time.  ,  .     . 

Mr.  fFigicy  faid  that  the  bin-ought  to  have  been  much  mofe 
general  in  4ts  application. 

The  biU-was  read  a  fbcond  time. , 

The  bill  tor  preventing;  thte^  adminiftering  of  unl^W^d  oaths 
was  read  a  third  time  an^pafledi* 

The  bill  to  prevent  the  conn^offeiliBg  of^Aecbih  was  itad  a 
third  time  and  pafled. 

The  bill  to  impoTe  an  additional  tax  on  male  (ervants  went 
through  a  Committee^     - 

The  India  judicatarp^  bill  Wml  tbqough  a  Committee. 

Leave  was  givei>  U)  biiing.  in  a  b»U  to  enable,  the  deppty 
clerk  of  the  Hbufe  q(  CoitMuons  t»  receive  and 'tcanijxiit.]^-^ 
tcrA.  &c*  free  of  ,pofts^»       . 

The  Houie  on  a  motion  for  tlie  re-commitEai^nt  qC.ihe  (big 
owners'  retief  bill  went  into  the  Cominittee. 

Mi,  fTttberfQrce  fiiggefted  the  propriety  of  printing  jdie.bill 
in  its  ahcrcd  flate. 

Mr.  Si  Smifh  faid^  he  believed  that  the  akerations-^auide 
Would  give  fatisfaftion  to'  all  parties.  The  b^l?theo  pf  piqdF 
was  now  laid  on  the  fbip  owners. 

TIacMqfifrcf  the  Rolls  hid^  the  HoufeibQuld  paufe  kf«; 
fore  they  agreed  to  that  part  that  put  an  end  tocxiftinff  a£lion& 
He  wanted  to  know  what  was  meant  by  <^  the  per^s  of  the 
fea,"  and  condemned  the  .retroactive  claufes^  which  hepror 
po&dtoomit. 

Mr.  Dudley  Rider  eXprefied  the  utility  of  them»  and  fupr 
ported  the  but)  becau^  ii  only  declared  what  was  generally 
underfliood  to  be  the  law  previous  to  the  dedfion  in  the  cajfe^ 
Smith  V.  Shepherd.  Little  inconvenience  could  arife  frpai 
the  bill,  as  it  was  meant  ^to  make  it  expire  two  months  after 
the  commencement  of  next  feffion. 

The  Afajier  0/ the  Rolls  veiihcd. 

The  Solicitor  General,  in  conti;adi^io  to  Mjr^.  RydcTf  jander- 
.  •  flood 
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ttooi  the  bill  as  tebdiiig  to  repeal  the  aSt  of  1786,  and  went 
through  a  learned  law  di{Icita£k>n.againft  the  ImIL 

The  Chancellor  fif  the  Mxcheytur  was  for  the  biH,  witji*  modi- 
fication! 33  a  temporary  meafure,  iufpending  ^^ions  now  laifed.^ 
.  Mr.  /if^c// explained  the  cafe  of  Smith  v.  Shq>i!ieni. 

Mr.  Perelval  and  Sir  fF.  Pvjltcmy  oppofcd  the  bill,  as  did 
Mr.  fViglcy  and  Mr.  Parker  dote,    " 

AdiviGon  then  took  place  on  the  queftioo,- whether  the 
ihip  owners  (hould.be  exempted  from  reiponitbility  in  tideway 
rivers  in  the  fame  manner  as  upon  the  high  feas  i 

A«,  (For  the  words,)  — '  33 

Mqjority  25 

Several  other  amendments  were  then  made,  and  the  bill  otr* 
dcrcd  to  be  reported, — ^Adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  lords- 
Friday,  Ttt/j^  14. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  moved  for  the  fccond '  reading 
6f  the  general  inclofurc  bill» 

The  Lord  Chancellor  in  a  fpeech  of  fome  length  ftatcd  his 
objedions  to  the  bill,  and  in  doing  fo,  he  faid,  ne  hoped  he 
ihould  not  be  confidercd  as  an  enemy  to  its  principle,  fince 
no  man  was  more  finccrely  a  friend  to  ajgeneral  inclofurc  xtr 
gulation  than  he  was,  but  in  carrying  that  principle  into.prac- 
tice,  it  was  indifpenfibly  neceflary  to  take  care  that  the  mode 
adopted  was  likely  to  be  efiedluai,  and  that  the  end  would  be 
obtained,  which  a  bill  for  a  general  inclofute  propofed  for  its 
obje&.  The  prefent  bill,  his  Lordfhip  obferved,  was  drawa 
with  fo  little  attention  to  legal  language,  with  fo  unaccounta- 
ble an  ignorance,  of  its  ufe  and  application,  and  with  provifions 
fo  abfolutely  imprafticable,  that  it  appeared  to  him  to  be 
wholly  incurable.  At  the  fame  time,  being  as  he  profefled 
Wmfclf  to  be,  earncftly  and  fincerefy  inclined  to  the  principle 
of  a  general  inclofuie  bill,  if  any  noble  Lord  prefent,  thought 
he  poflcffed  (kill  and  nerve  enough  to  enable  him  to  make 
the  bill  common  fenfe,  and  unfold  the  perplexities  of  its  daufcs 
he  would  not  oppofe  its  going  into  a  Committee,  defpairing  as 
he  did  of  the  poflibility  of  curing  its  grofs  and  palpable  ablur- 
dities.  His  Lordfhip  faid,  every  page  of  the  bill,  every  claufe 
of  it  prcfentcd  to  his  mind  an  almoft  infurmountablc  objec- 
tion- 
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tion;  •  Thfe  mode  it  prbpofcd  of  inclofiirg  by  individual  con- 
fcnt>  if  the  partic$  whofe  confent  was  to  be  obtained,  were  at 
all  ttiDfiderablc  in  ^nt'of  number,  was  upon  the  face  of  it, 
not  pofliblfc  to'  be  carried  into  cfFeft.  Another  eflential  ob- 
jeftipn  was»  it'did  not  bind  the  foil,  as  was  the  cstfe  in  com- 
mon inclotnrc  bills.  If  any  man  tinder  the  authority  of  the 
bill,  were  10  obtain  the  •  confent  of  every  individual  that  he 
thought  intefeftcd,  or  who  poffefled  a  right  of  granting  con-' 
lent,  and  weri  to  undertake  a  large  inclofure,  to  complete  it, 
and  to  have  expended  any  given  fum  orr  its  execution  and 
completion,  and  it  fliould  afterwards  turn  out  that  the  title,  of 
a  fingle  cottage  within  the  limits  of  tl\e  grounds  enclofed  were 
difputcd,  the  whole  objedl  was  defeated,  and  the  aggregate  ex- 
pence,  large  as  it  might  be,  would  fall  inevitably  on  the  maa 
who  had  been  rafh  enough  to  undertake  the  enclofiire.  His 
Lordfhip  put  this  cafe  hypothetically,  and  he  followed  its 
ftatement,  with  much  found  argument  to  fiiew,  that  the  bill 
was  drawn  with  little  attention  to  legiilative  language,  that 
its  enaflments  and  provifions  were  not  only  inexplicable  ftom 
the  obfcure  and  perplexed  wording  of  them,  but  that  it  was 
a&ually  impoffible  that  they  (bould  ever  be  carried  into  efe£t. 
He  therefore  moved,  to  fave  their  Lordihips  iinaeceflary  trou- 
ble, that  the  bill  be  reje^ed. 
It  was  reje(Sled  accordingly. 

SITKGEONS    BILL. 

The  order  of  the  day  for  the  third  reading  of  a  Bill,  entitled 
*^  An  A61  for  crecSiing  the  Corporation  of  Surgeons  into  a 
College,  an4  for  confirming  to  fuch  College  certain,  rights, 
privileges,  and  immunities,"  and  that  Counfcl  be  heard  on  the 
fame,  having  been  moved  and  read, 

Counfel  were  called  to  tjie  bar. 

Mr.  Plom^  was  heard  on  the  part  of  the  petitioners  againft 
the  bill.  He  divided  his  argument  under  different  heads  of 
ohjedlion  againft  the  bill,  and  having  ftated  them  diftin£lly, 
began  with  a  preliminary  to  thefe  objeftions,  which  he  confi.* 
dered  to  be  of  fuch  magnitude  and  importance,  that  if  he  fliould 
have  the  good  fortune  to  eftablifb  it  to  the  convitSlioh  of  their 
Lordfliips,  it  muft  prove  fatal  to  the  bill.  The  preliminary 
in  queftion  was  the  manner  in  which  the  bill  had  been  intro^ 
duced  into  Parliament.  A  petition  figned  by.eleven  pcrfons  with- 
out the  fmalleft  communication  with  the  commonalty  at  large, 
who  have  an  equal  interefl:  in  all  the  concerns  of  the  cpmpany 
had  beeii  prefented  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  the  bill 
had  paffed  that  Houfe,  and  had  gone  through   two  ftages  ia 

Vol.  ni.  1797.  4D  their 
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thoir  Lord(h»|is  Houfe  before  the  petitioners,  his  -clients,  eTen 
heard  or  had  any  knowledge  that  fuch  a  bill  was  in  Parliament. 
Mr.  Plomer  contended  that  fuch  an  unfair  and  furrcptitious 
mode  of  introducing  a  bill  into  Parliament  ought  to  be  a- 
fufficient  reafon  for  their  Lordfiiips  reje&ing  the  bill,  if  there 
xccre  no  other,  confidering  that  the  petitioners  ag^ipd  the 
bill  had  an  equal  intereft  in  all  that  concerned  the  company, 
and  were  in  common  with  the  reft  of  the  corporation,  pro- 
prietoi^  of  all  the  lands,  tenements,  monies,  ftocks  and  re* 
venues,  and  other  effefls  of  the  faid  corporation/  The  faft 
that  the  bill  was  fo  introduced  was  undeniable,  and  was  in 
evidence  before  their  Lordfhips.   . 

In  their  petition  he  aflerted  that  one  of  their  allegations  was 
entirely  falfe  and  unfounded,  viz :  that  their  examiners  have 
conftafttly  and  without  any  recompence  examined,  not  only 
all  perfons  who  have  offered  thcmfelvcs  as  candidates  for  ftu:- 
geons  and  fureeon's  mates  in  his  Majefty's  army  and  navy^ 
but  likewife  (uch  as  have  oflered  themfelves  candidates  for  the 
fervice  of  the  Eaft  India  Company,  where  as  it  is  notorious, 
they  demand  and  receive,  for  thofe  who  obtain  their  diploma 
to  become  furgeons  in  thcfe  fervices  three  guineas,  and  from 
thofe  2(dmitted  to  become  mates  one  guinea.  So  far,  therefore, 
from  their  allegation  being  founded,  it  is  dire£lly  the  reverfe. 
They  alfo  fiate  that  the  examiners  have  no  intereft  in  the  kcs 
and  perquifites' whcreps  immediately  they  have  a  dircA  in- 
dividual intereft.  The  fees  and  perqulfites  taken  on  examina- 
tions being  iirft  paid  into  the  Company's  funds,  out  of  which 
the  examiners  receive  their  perquiCtcs  and  it  is  in  evidence 
that  the  examiners  fince  the  pafting  of  the  aftof  the  i8th  of 
George  the  fecond,  have  received  16000I.  and  upwards  foi 
their  own  private  ufe. 

Having  ftatcd  the  preliminary  he  proceeded  to  his  different 
h?ads  of  objection,  a  principal  one  of  which  was,  that  tlie  prefent 
mafter  and  wardens  had  held  cor^x>ratc  meetings  or  rather  at- 
tempted to  hold  corporate  meetings  contrary  to  the  charter, 
and  bad  done  various  a<3s  contrary  to  law,  and  which  vitiated 
andaniHillcd  the  charter. 

That  they  liiid  alienated  vafVfums  of  money,  the  property  of 
the  corporation  without  having  any  legal  dominion  over  the 
fi.ianccs  of  the  company.  For  example  they  had  fold  and 
difpofed  t;f  the  hall  in  the  Old  BailcT,  and  purchafed  for55ooL 
a  houfe  in  Lincoln's  Inn  Fields,  and  that  having  thus  exceeded 
their  |)owers,  they  found  they  could  not  make  ufe  of  their 
lar^e  houfe  ib  dearly  purchafed,  for  the  fit  ft  great  objc6t  of  the 
company  with  regard  to  public  good,  viz :  for  the  purpofe  of 

dif. 
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difie£llon  ;  ther^ore  ^ey  found  themfelves  obKged  to  corne 
liack^gain  to  ^he  Old  Bailey,  and  there  purchafe  other  premife^ 
in  Order  to  fit  up  rooms  proper  for  diflefltion- 

He  enlarged  on  ihefc  ftrong  fvStt  which  were  in  eyidence,^ 
and  reminded  their  Lordfhips  that  if  the  funds  of  a  lay  coipo* 
i:ation  could  be  thus  invaded  and  alienated  with  impunity,  and 
its  legiflature  flipuld  lend  its  fan£lion  to  confirm  the  erofg 
abufes  of  power,  proved  to  have  been  committed,  ecclefiauicat 
corporations  could  alfo  be  abufed  in  like  manner  with  impu* 
nity.  A  few  individuals  of  an  ecclefiallical  corporation  might 
purchafe  a  cemetery  or  a  place  for  the  exercife  of  public  wor- 
ihip  at  an  enormous  expence,  and  mig^ht  then  refufe  the  ufe 
of  either  to  thofe  with  whofe  money  they  purchafcd  it.  They 
might,  fay,  true  it  is,  we  have  purchafed  a  cemetery  but  you 
midl  not  bury  in  it,  neither  mgft  you  perform  public  vvorfliip 
in  that  building,  which  we  bought  with  your  funds  for  the 
purpole  of  public  worfhip. 

He  argued  by  a  reference  to  the  various  a£ls  of  Parlian[\ent 
and  charters  that  had  been  palTed  refpedling  the  corporation  of 
furgeons,  that  the  mafter  and  wardens  pofTeiTed  no  power  of 
authority  to  make  fuch  purchafes  or  to  alienate  the  funds  of'the 
^corporation  without  the  concurrence  and  confent  of  the  com- 
monality of  the  faid  corporation,  and  that  confequently  th<$ 
purchases  being  illegal,  were  not,  nor  could  they  be  held  a^ 
the  purcliafes  of  the  corporation,  hut  as  tliq  purchafes  of  thofa 
individuals,  who  fo  improvident!  v  made  them.  ' 

He  referred  to  the  minute  of  Mr.  Gunning  in  the  year  179O 
as  a  confef&on  and  confirmation  of  the  improper  and  negleift- 
ful  manner  in  which  the  affairs  of  the  company  had  been  con- 
du(Sted  and  managed  by  the  mafters  and  wardens  for  many 
years  together,  and  went  at  great  length  into  reafoning  upoti 
that  paper  to  fupport  the  inference  he  drew  from  it,  that  it 
was  a  record  to  what  cxjent  the  culpability  of  the  mafter  and 
wardens  and  court  of  affidants  had  been  criminal,  it  would  bo 
neither  wife  nor  juft  to  truft  them  with  the  powers  the  bill 
before  the  Houfe  would  inveft  them  with. 

That  is  has  been  proved  to  their  Ldrdftiips  that  fince  Mr, 
Gunning's  minute,  in  1790,  few  of  the  abufes  complained  of 
by  that  gentleman  have  been  remedied  or  attempted  to  be  re? 
medied. 

That  it  is  alfo  in  evidence  that  the  true  objeft  of  the  bill  is 
to  procure  an  indemnity  from  parliament  for  all  the  abufes, 
violations  of  ciiarter  and  illegal  ads  that  have  been  comn^itted 
bv  thofe  very  petitioners  for  further  power,  which  the  bill  i^ 
obvioufly  framed  for  the  purpofe  of  putting  into  their  l^ani, 

4D?  After 
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After  a  very  elaborate  argoment  upon  each  df  bis  general 
heads  of  obje^ion,  Mr.  Plomer  came  to  the  clauies,  to  manj 
of  which  he  made  ftrong  objections.  One  he  (hewed  by  com- 
parifon  with  a  claufe  in  the  32d  year  of  Henry  the  Vlllth 
which  went  to  take  away  certain  powers  that  the  mafter  and 
wardens  had  ftiamefuUy  'abnfed,  to  be  a  dircdl  revival  of  the 
powers  fo  taken  away. 

He  defired  to  be  clearly  underdood  as  not  meaning  to  im- 
peach in  the  fraalleft  degree  the  charaSers  of  the  petitioners 
for  the  bill.  There  were  mod  undoubtedly  very  refpcAablc 
men,  of  great  honour  in  their  private «  conduct,  and  men  of 
profound  fcience  and  fkill,  confidercd  as  profeffional  men. 

He  bid  great  (Irefson  his  objedlion  to  that  claufe  of  the  bill, 
which  declares  that  no  perfon  who  has  practifed  pharmacy  as  Weil 
as  furgery  (hould  be  an  examiner.  Surger/,  he  obferved  con- 
fided of  two  difierent  defcriptions  of  praftice,  curative  and  ope- 
rative, or  manual  pradtice.  He  contended  that  it  was  altoge-- 
ther  a  new  idea  to  fuppofe  that  pharmacy  ought  not  to  be  con- 
nected with  furgery.  He  dated  that  Celfus,  Hippocrates,  Ga- 
len, and  all  the  celebrated  medical  men  and  medical  writers 
among  the  antients  thought  a  knowledge  of  pharmacy,  fur- 
gery and  midwifery  indifpenfibly  n^ceffary  to  give  dbe  infor- 
mation to  a  medical  man,  be  his  denomination  what  it  might, 
whether  phyfician  or  furgeon*.  He  mentioned  aifo  Window 
and  other  more  modem  writcre,  and  rhe  names  of  celebrated 
practitioners  now  living  and  in  h'gh  practice  in  Mancheder, 
WooJverbampton,  Coventry*  Northampton  and  various  other 
great  towns.  He  entered  into  a  difquiiition  on  the  complicated 
nature  of  obdetrical  cafes,  and  afked  what  (brt  of  a  navy  furgeon 
that  man  would  be  who  knew  nothing  of  pharmacy,  and  how  a 
perfon  of  the  corporation  of  furgeons  could  be  qualified  to  ex- 
amine him,  if  he,  the  examiner,  knew  nothing  of  pharmacy 
himfelf  ?  Mr.  PJomer  enlarged  on  the  ill  confequences,  thac 
mud  neceflarally  rejultfrom  the  difunion  of  collective  fcience, 
and  contended  that  it  was  by  collifion  of  knowledge  and  com- 
munication of  ideas,  that  intelligent  men  could  only  hope  to 
improve  each  other. 

He  concluded  a  mod  able  and  detailed  fpeech  with  eameftly 
impbring  their  Lorddiips  that  in  judice  to  his  clients  the  peti- 
tioners againd  the  bill,  they  would  reject  the  bill  mftanter. 

Mr.  Kandle  jfackfon  faid,  he  hoped  to  recommend  himfelf 
to  their  Lorddiips  favour  and  indulgence,  by  being  as  brief  asf 
podible,  confcious  that  his  learned  colleagues  had  fo  fully  argued 
thsr  matter,  that  nothing  he  coul^  add  would  drengtben  the  irti- 

prefliotfiy 
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preffion,  and  confcious  alfo,  that  the  gentlemen  whorn  he  re* 
prefcnted,  would  be  perfeflly  fafe  in  their  Lordfhips  hands.  He 
would  only  make  a  few  obfervations  and  thofe  as  fhort  as  poffible. 
Hemuft^Mr.  Jackfon  faid,  contend^  that  the  bill  was  not  entitled 
to  their  Lordfhips  fandion,  as  it  was  unjuft  in  itfelf  and  highly 
impolitic.  He  had  ever  confidered,  from  the  little  knowledge 
he  pofTelTed  of  Parliamentary  forms,  and  the  ufage  of  proceed- 
ing with  bills,  that  it  was  an  invariable  rule  that  alt  parties 
fhould  be  fully  apprifed,  not  only  that  an  application  was  about 
to  be  made  to  Parliament  f9r  the  atta'uiment  of  any.  new  law^ 
2Se&\ng  concerns  in  which  they  had  an  intereft,  but  that  thej 
fhould  previoufly  be  acquainted  with  the  nature  and  extent  of 
the  propofed  alteration,  that  they  might  judge  how  far  it  wii$ 
wife  and  politic,  and  whether  it  might  not  prove  an  injury 
inftead  of  a  benefit.  Where  that  neceflary  fair  condu£l  was 
not  obfcrved,  his  ideas  of  Parliamentary  praftice,  led  him  to 
imagine  that  was  a  fufficient  reafon  for  rejedling  a  bill,  on  the 
ground  of  its  having  been  furreptitioufly  brought  before  the 
Houfe.  Under  that  defcription  came  the  prefent  bill,  as 
due  notice  had  not  been  given  to  the  parties  interefted,  becaufe 
as  his  learned  friend  had  ftated,  the  bill  had  paiTcd  the  other 
Houfe,  and  adiually  gone  through  two  ftages  in  their  Lord* 
fliips  Houfe  before  his  clients,  the  petitioners,  were  aware 
that  any  fuch  bill  was  in  agitation.  The  next  ground  on  which 
be  mud  contend  that  the  bill  ought  not  to  pafs  was,  that  he  be- 
lieved it  would  not  be  denied  him,  that  when  parties  applied 
to  parliament  for  leave  to  introduce  a  bill,  they  were  invariably 
bound  to  alledge  fa<5h  in  their  petition  ;  whereas,  in  the  prefent 
inftance  the  petitioners  for  the  bill  had  not  ftatcd  their  cafe 
truly  in  their  petition.  Their  firft  allegation  dated,  "  that  the 
prefent  powers  vefted  in  the  corporation  of  furgeons  were  not 
fufficient  for  the  well  ordering  and  regulating  the  affairs  of  the 
faid  corporation,  and  the  pradlice  of  furgery."  It  therefore 
prayed  that  other  provifions  fhould  be  made  for  the  better  or- 
dering and  governing  the  afiairs  of  the  faidcompany  of  furgeons, 
and  for  rendering  the  inftitution  thereof  more  ufeful  to  the  pub- 
lic. It  fubfequently  faid,  **  but  inafmuch  as  the  faid  good  pur- 
pofes  cannot  be  attained  without  the  aid  of  Parliament,  &c." 
This  allegation  was  not  the  whole  truth  ;  the  real  truth  was, 
that  by  illegal  afts  of  the  mafter  and  wardens,  the  powers  of 
the  coporation  were  defun(5l,  that  the  petitioners  were  confcir 
ous  of  the  zSt  of  fuicide  that  they  had  committed,  and  that  they 
now  come  to  Parliament  to  defire  them  by  their  paramount 
power  to  re-animate  them.  It  was  in  evidence,  that  thofe 
cntrpftcd  as  the  executive  of  tlie  company  had  chofen  officers 

impro£)erly, 
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ifuproperiy,  and  alienated  property,  bought  with  the  bonds  of 
the  corporation,  to  a  confidemhle  amount,  m  the  dlfpoial  of 
the  company's  hall  in  tiie  Old  Bailey,  and  that  they  had  pur- 
chafed  iilcgaily  and  improvidcnrly  by  giving  5SC<'1.  out  ot  the 
company's  fuiwisfor  thehoulc  they  nov,  poffcCR-d  in  Lincoln's 
Inn  Fields,  a  houfe  which  having  purchafed  on  fuch  impro- 
▼tdent  terms  it  was  evident  they  could  not  make  uieoffor  one 
cf  th^  fiift  purpofcs  of  their  inditution,  viz,,  for  the  purppie  of 
difiection.  That  they  had  done  all  this  wittingly  and  were 
aware  of  the  confcqucnces,  was  alfo  evident  from  tlieifown 
minute  of  the  6th  ofOftobcr  1796,  in  which  they  appoint  a 
Committee  **  to  confider  of  the  propriety  and  iieceifity  of  ap- 
plying to  Parliament  to  Tcftify  any  det'cdis  that  may  now  exift 
in  theconflitutionof  the  company,  &c.'*  It  thcietbre  the  tran- 
faftionsbchad  ftated  were  illegal,  their  Lordiliips  were  now 
called  upoti  by  giving  their  fanftion  to  this  bill,  to  Joaiflate  be- 
tween culpability  ami  its  legal  confequences,  to  pal's  me  verdift 
againil  the  innocent  at  tht*  defire  of  the  criminal,  to  take  upon 
themfelves,  what  he  had  never  undcrfttxid  to  be  the  province  of 
a  Houfe  of  Parliament,  not  only  to  grant  an  injundlion  and  a 
ftay  of  procefs,but  to  proceed  to  a  determination  of  fuitsby  the 
moft  extraordmary  of  all  means,  viz  by  fanftioning  and  purg- 
ing the  criminality  of  the  fad^s  alledgcd  and  annihilating  the 
complainants. 

He  next  came  to  what  he  had  undertaken  to  make  good, 
Tiz.  that  the  bill  was  unjuft  ;  it  would  he  conceived,  be  ad- 
mitted to  him,  that  mens  rights  and  property  could  not  be  taken 
away  but  upon  two  grounds,  viz.  upon  the  ground  of  delin- 
quency or  that  of  ftate  neccility.  And  firft  it  was  neccffary 
to  enquire  what  the  rights  of  the  petitioners  againfl  the  bill  were  ? 
[In  order  to  make  out  th'^s  point,  Mr.  Jacktbn  iliewed  that  the 
bommonalty  of  the  corporation  were  poffefTed  of  all  powers  that 
were  not  taken  away  by  fpccial  charterer  ftatute,  and -are  the 
owners  of  all  property  belorging  to  the  corporation.  As  autho- 
rities for  his  aic;ument  on  this  head,  he  referred  to  the  charter 
of  the  I  ft  of  Edward  the  Fourth  ( 1461)  the  3d  of  Henry  the 
Vlllth,  various  enaftments  of  which  were  not  repealed,  the 
charter  of  the  2d  of  James  the  Firft   (1602)  the  charter  of  the 

{th  of  Charles  the  Firft  (1630J  confirming  that  of  James  the 
n^,  and  the  A6X  of  the  i8th  of  George  tht  Second,  which  fe- 
parated  the  companies,  and  divided  the  Bai  tiers  Company  from 
the  Surgeons,  making  them  diftinft  corporations.  He  referred 
alfo  to  various  byc^laws.]  With  regard  to  their  property,  he. 
contended  that  it  Was  undeniable,  that  all  the  property  df  the 
Company  lay,  not  witli  the  Matter,  W.ardens,  and  Ai&ftantSyWho 

were 
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were  a  part  of  the  Company  only,  but  wHh  the   comtomakjr* 

and  that  the  AiTiftants  had  a  power  to  pgulate  the  afiairs  of  fihe 
Company,  b^t  no  power  whatever  to  alienate  its  property,  ttat 
in  the  late  fale  of  their  Hail,  and  purchafe  of  a  Houfe  in  Lin- 
coln**-inn-fields^  tbcy  had  both  alienated  their  property  and 
mifapplied  their  Ginds,  and  that  having  fo  done,  the  petitioners 
againft  the  bill,  in  common  with  the  reft  of  the  corporation, 
had  their  legal  remedy  if  the  prefent  bill  did  not  receive  their 
Lordfliips*  fandtion ;  and  if  it  fliould,  the  prefent  bill  atone 
ftroke  deftroyed  both  the  rights  of  the  commonalty  and  the 
remedy. 

Hedefired  to  learn  if  any  delinquency  had  been  proved  T  If  it 
is  in  evidence,  from  Mr.  Gunning's  minute  and  other  teftimo 
nies,  thai  ignorant  men  have  been  admitted,  that  the  funds  of  the 
corporation  have  been  fquandered,  that  witli  great  means  the 
executive  of  the  Company  have  made  no  improvements,  that 
they  had  a  theatre  without  ledlures,  and  a  library  wtthoiit 
books,  were  the  pclitioners  to  be  blamed  ?  Had  they  battened 
on  the  8o,oool.  which  llnce  the  pafling  of  the  i8tli  of  George 
4he  lid.  had  bcea  received  in  fees,  quarterages,  and  by  other 
means?  Had  they  fockctcd  the  i6»oool.  received  by  the  exi- 
amfners  during  the  fame  period  ?  In  fa£l,  if  the  bill  paiTcd,  it 
would  operate  an  inverl'jon  of  moral  juftice,  guilt  wouW  be  re- 
warded with  rank  and  emolument,  ^nd  innocence  would  be 
puniftied  by  a  deprivation  of  its  rights  and  prop-^rty.  Mt% 
J^ckibn  apologized  for  ufing  fuch  ftrong  language  ;  he  begged 
to  l>e  underftood  as  riot  meaning  to  fay  one  word'againil  the 
private  charadters  of  the  gentjemcn,  who  had  a£ted  as  the  ex- 
ecutive of  the  Company,  he  fpoke  merely  of  their  conduct  iit 
a  public  and  refponllble  fitu:^tioa;  he  well  knew  that  as  private 
individuals^  they  were  moll  refpedlablc  chara<5ters,  and  that 
very  circumftance  coofiituted  one  of  the  grounds  of  his  objcc* 
tion  on  behalf  of  hjs  clients  againft  the  bill,  and  was  one  of  the 
difficulties  which. he  had  co  encounter. 

If  there  was  no  delinquency  in  tlie  petitioners  to  jufiiify  the 
taking  away  the  rights  and  property  of  thofc  h»*  leprcfentcd, 
was  there  any  neceffity  to  do  to?  In  the  conlldtiation  of  the 
impolicy  of  the  meafuve,  their  Lord(hips  would  (ee  how  little 
it  was  neceffary.  As  to  the  private  operation  of  the  bill,  the  il- 
legal tranfa£tions  and  fliameful  cxpcnce  incurred  by  the  exe-» 
cutlVe  of  the  Company  had  been  proved,  and  the  bill  went  t» 
give  the  fame  pcrfons  enlarged  and  unconirouled  powers,  al* 
though  it  was  evident  there  had  been  an  invariable  mifcoodixS^ 
as  to  any  means  having  been  taken  to  advance  the  profefBon^ 

By 
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By  the  bill  the  fame  perfons,  who  had  notorioufly  remedied  no 
abufes  were  to  condufl  the  afiiiirs  of  the  Company  in  future. 
Would  they,  as  cenfors  and  councillors  a,£t  under  lefs  limited 
authority,  and  more  for  the  advantage  of  the  Comjiany  than 
they  hacf  done  under  the  denomination  of  Wardens  and  Affift-*- 
ants  ?  The  bill,  Mr.  Jackfon  obferved,  ratified  all  former  by- 
laws and  gave  the  cenfors  and  councillors  new  and  extraor- 
dinary powers  which  the  petitioners  as  members  of  the  com- 
monalty were  bound  to  obey. 

Mr.  Jackfon  having  argued  at  fome  length  on  this  head, 
confidered  the  public  impolicy  of  the  bill,  and  particularly  ad- 
verted to  the  25th  claufe,  that  extending  the  jurifdidlion  of  the 
College  beyond  fevcn  miles.  He  obferved,  that  by  that  enaft- 
ment,  a  non-efficient  claufe  in  the  i8th  of  George  the  lid.  was 
made  an  efficient  claufe,  and  extended  in  confequence  to  ten 
miles,  including  a  vaft  body  of  perfons  of  various  defcriptions, 
which  would  fwell  the  income  of  the  Company  and  create  in- 
numerable law  fuits ;  the  claufe  enafled  that  ^^  if  any  perfon, 
**  or  perfons  ftiall,  at  any  time  or  times  hereafter  prahice  fur^ 
gery^  &c.  &c.  That  furely  was  a  mofl  doubtful  definition.  It 
might  fairly  be  aiked,  what  is  furgery  ?  It  would  fcarcely  be 
imagined  that  he  meant  before  their  Lordihips  to  be  ludicrous 
on  fuch  a  fubjedt,  but  therq  was  a  difeafe  common  to  the  ju- 
venile part  of  mankind,  and  to  the  vulgar  part  of  the  more  ma- 
ture. A  difeafe,  refpefling  which  it  was  yet  a  matter  of  difpute 
whether  the  moft  effcftual  cure  of  it  lay  with  the  phyfician  or 
the  furgeon.  It  was  well  known  that  it  was  treated  difierently 
by  the  two  profeffions.  The  furgeon  afted  by  manual  and 
immediate  operation,  the  medical  man  by  flower  progrefs.  To 
avoid  the  penalty  the  patient's  life  might  be  endangered.  Let 
it  be  confidered  alfo,  that  every  man  who  happened  to  have 
di (covered  a  f<ilvent,  invented  a  trufs,  or  any  inftrument  to 
afTifl  and  relieve  cripples,  and  was  humane  enough  to  apply  his  • 
invention,  might  be  faid  to  praftife  furgery,  and  be  liable  to  be 
profecuted  for  the  penalty.  Innumerable  litigations  would 
arife,  as  he  had  flated,  from  the  operation  of  that  fingle  claufe» 
and  it  would  be  difficult  to  know  by  what  evidence  the  juries 
ought  to  determine,  and  decide  upon  the  faft. 

Mr.  Jackfon  enlarged  on  the  fatal  confequence  of  deflroying 
emulation,  with  refpedl  to  the  promotion  of  fcience.  The  bill 
went  to  give  collegiate  rank,  and  the  diflinguifhed  titles  of  Pre- 
fident,  Vice-Prefident,  Cenfors,  Examiners,  and  Councillors, 
were  enviable  diftin£tions,  but  thofc  titles  were  under  the  bill, 
inacceffible  to  the  body  who  formed  the  commonalty.     They 

were 
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were  not  attainable  as  the  reward  of  fuperior  learning,  more 
profound  knowledge,  greater  genius,  or  more  exalted  talents. 
Tlie  promotion  was  to  depend  folely  on  perfonal  favour  and  in- 
individual  influence.  The  former  titles  of  Mafter,  Wardens, 
&c.  under  the  former  charters  and  Ilatutes,  were  municipal, 
thofe  about  to  be  created  were  of  a  very  diftindl  and  more  ele« 
vated  njiture.  If,  therefore,  new  and  dignified  titles  were  to  be 
affumcd,  they  ought  to  be  laid  open,  and  emulation  ought  tpbe 
excited  for  their  attainment. 

If  their  Lordfliips  upon  all  thcfe  confiderations,  would  upon 
due  deliberation  exercife  their  authority  and  rejc£l  the  bill, 
they  would  /hield  the  petitioners  (his  clients)  a.  worthy  and  re-  . 
fpeSable  body  of  men,  from  degradation  and  poffible  impoverifti- 
ment  and  oppreffion  ;  they  would  protedt  the  public  from  in- 
jury and  vexation,  leave  to  courts  of  law  their  due  operation, 
and  preferve  the  honour  of  the  Houfe.  At  leaft  he  hoped  their 
LordAiips  would  have  the  goodnefs  to  po(\pone  giving  their 
fanflion  to  the  bill  for  the  prefent,  and  wait  till  a  fyftem  could 
on  fuller  deliberation  be  formed  upon  principles  of  real  public 
utility. 

Mr.  Warren^  faid,  if  his  learned  brethren  had  not  gone  into 
fo  much  extraneous  matter,  he  fhould  have  intruded  on  their 
Lordfhips  much  more  fhortly,  than  he  feared  he  fhould  now  be 
obliged  to  do..    . 

The  Lord  Chancellor  defired  Mr.  Warren  to  forbear  entering 
at  ail  into  a  difcuffion  of  the  extraneous  matter,  which  did  not 
refer  to  the  immediate  fubjcdi,  and  which  certainly  had  been 
gone  into  by  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  fide  without  neceffity, 
with  rcfpeft  to  their  clients,  and  not  very  civilly  with  refpe£t 
to  the  Houfe. 

ITic  Byhcf  of  Rockejler^  defired  Mr.  Warren  to  confine 
himfelf  to  the  two  points,  the  dominion  of  the  Prefidents,  Vice 
Prefidents,  Cenfors,  and  Examiners,  and  the  extenfion  of  the 
jurifdiftion  to  ten  miles  diftance  from  London,  and  Weftmin- 
fter,  as  he  had  little  doubts  as  to  the  reft  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  fVarren  faid,  that  with  regard  to  the  dominion  over  the 
reft  of  the  Company,  which  the  Mafter,  Wardens,  and  Affift- 
ants  were  ftated  to  have  exercifed  as  to  the  property  of  the ' 
corporation,  the  charter  of  James  the  Firft  appointed  four  go- 
vernors, and  twenty-fix  afiiftants  to  make  reasonable  by«  laws, 
that  the  charter  of  the  5th  of  Charles  the  Firft,  confirmed  all 
the  grants  and  provifions  of  the  former  charter,  and  the  x8th 
of  George  the  Second  gave  a  power  to  the  Mafter,  Wardens, 
and  Affiftants,  to  make,  ordain,  &c.  fuch  bye-laws,  ordinances. 

Vol.  Ill,  1797.  4E  "  rules. 
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rales>  &c.  for.  the  regulation,  government,  and  the  advantage 
of  th;;^Company  as  they  fliould  think  necefljiry.^  The  fair  in- 
ferem^e  from  thence  was,  that, the  Mafter,  Wardens,  and  Af- 
fiftants,  were  coiirftitutcd  the  executive  of  the  Company,  vfith 
full  and  unlimited  powers,  refponfible  only  if  they  palpa^bly 
abufcd  their  trufl:,  and  upon  that  underftanding.they  had  been 
induced  to  a£las  they  had  done. 

With  regard  to  the  other  point,  that  of  extending  the  jurif* 
didtion  of  the  College,  feven  miles  beyond  London  and  Weft- 
ininfter,  and  fubjefting  all  perfons  pra&rfing  furgery  or  profef* 
£ng  to  pradife  furgery  without  a  licence,  it  was  an  exteniion 
juftificd  by  ncceffity,  becauie,  if  fcrnic  proviCon  was  not  made 
to  prevent  it^  quacks,  and  ignorant  perfons  would  be  dabbling 
in  furgery,  to  the  great  detriment  oC  the  health,  and  even  dan- 

Sr  to  the  lives  of  his  Majefty's  fubje(^.  In  the  i8th  of 
eorge  the  Second,  a  jurifdii^ion  extending  to  feven  miles 
diftance  from  London  and'Weftminfter,  had  been  given  the 
Sbrgeons'  Company,  and  when  the  increafqd  population  of  the 
diftrifk  funounding  the  metropolis  v^as  coniidered,  it  fbrely 
was  no  improper  extenfion  of  the  principle  to.add  to  it  three 
miles  more. 

Mr.  Warren  fald,  that  as  he  had  been  dire^d  by  the  Houfe 
to  conikie  himfelf  to  the  two  points  he  had  adverted  to,  he  had 
no  further  ai^gument  to  adduce. 

,  Mr.  Plomer^  in  reply,  faid,  before  be  anfwered  what  had  fallen 
from  Mr.  Warren»  he  begged  leave  to  fay  a  few  words  on  be- 
half of  himfelf  and  bis  learned  friend,  that  if  they  had  given  any 
offisnce  to  the  Houfe,  it  was  contrary  to  their  intentions.  They 
had  thought  it  right,  as  a  point  of  duty  to  their  clients,  to  en- 
large upon  fuch  matters  in  the  cafe  as  they  deemed  in  their  . 
judgment,. however  enoneoufly,  to  be  moft  neceflary  to  be  im- 
pre&d  on  their  Lord(hips  minds,  and  to  require  t]ie  mature  ai^d 
deliberate  confideration  of  the  Houfe.  They  neither  intended 
to  intrude gupon  their  Lordfhips'  time  unneceflarily,  nor  idly. 
With  regard  to  what  Mr.  Warren  had  faid  of  the  inference  to 
be  drawn  from  the  powers  granted  under  the  i8th  of  George 
the  Second,  to  the  Mafter,  Wardens,  and  AiBdants,  he  would 
venture  to  fay  that  no  man  who  read  the  claufe  of  the  ftatutc  in 
queftton,  and  afked  himfelf  fairly  what  the  confiru6tion  and 
meaning  of  the  claufe  was,  could  draw  any  fuch  inference.  At 
all  times  i^pd  invariably,  the  claufe  was  conftrued  to  mean  no 
moie  than  the  (iinple  import  of  the  wording  of  it  warranted^ 
and  he  believed  not  one  of  their  LordAiips  would  put  any  other 
conftru^on  upon  it  than  that  it  carried  prima  facU.    A   to  tlie 

juri  diftion 


JvLT  14.]      WOODFALL'S  PARUAMENTARY  REPORTS.  589 

jurifdiftion  claiife,  it  was  a  mod  arbitrary  and  intolerable  tax 
upon  the  public,  inafmuch  as  it  laid  tL  hcaVy  penalty  on  all,  who 
by  reading,  experiment,  and  refearch  were  enabled  to  help 
their  neighbours,  ?ind  affift  and  relieve  in  any  accidchtal  cafe 
that  wanted  either  medical  or  chifurgical  aid,  for  the  word 
"  Surgery"  was  fo  undefined  and  general  a  term,  that  it  was 
impoffible  to  iay,  to  what  fort  of  medical  aflifiancc  it  might  not 
by  the  help  of  a  forced  conftruSion  be  made  to  extend. 
Tbe  debate  was  adjourned  till  Monday. 

TNSOIVEMT   DEBTORS    BILL. 

The  Houfe  went  into  a  Committee  on  the  Infolvcnt  Bill. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  faid,  he  could  by  00  means  agrtc  to'let 
the  claufc  ftand,  which  was  inferted  nearly  at  the  end  of  the 
bill,  for  extending  the  benefit  of  the  AA  to  •*  thofe  who  have 
**  been  in  prifon  fince  the  12th  of  February  1794,  and  who 
**  did  not  take  the  benefit  of  the  former  Aft/'  A  variety  of 
reafons  fuggefted  themfelvcs  to  his  mind,'  why  fo  fweeping  a 
claufe  ought  not  to  ftand.  He  was  aware  it  had  -boen  propeled' 
in  another  place  to  limit  its  operatrbn  to  ail'  perfons  whofe  debts 
did  not  exceed  3,000!.  but  even  that  would  not  fatisfy  his 
jxiiml.  If  it  were  neceflfary,  much  argument  might  be  ad* 
duccd  to  prove  the  impropriety  of  frfch  a  claufe ;  he  would  ftate 
one  fuficientlv  grofs,  to  (hew  that  it  ought  not  to  Temaia  a 
part  of  the  bill.  Several  perfons  might  be  in  prifon  as' debtors, 
froin  Hot  having  paid  the  damages  awarded  agatnft  them  in  cafes 
of  crim.  con.  In  fuch  cafes  want  of  means  to  fatisfy  the  verdi& 
^as  commuted  for  by  imprifonment,  which  was  in  that  in^ 
fiance  to  be  confidcred  as  a  part  of  the  puniAimient  foi*  the  out- 
rage done,  not  only  to  the  individual  family  wtiofe  happinefs 
was  difturbed  and  ruined,  but  to  the  community,  and  it  was 
highly  improper  to  let  fifch  n^en  lobfe  upon  fociety  aftef  a  der 
gree  of  imprifonment  by  no  means  adequate  to  their  crimes. 

A  Bill  entitled,  •*  The  Pengc  Indofure  Bill"  was,  on  the  mo* 
tipn  of  Lord  Auckland,  ordered  to  be  read  ot\  that  d^y  thre^  ' 
months. 

Lord  Grantfyy  previous  to  the  queftion,  oppofed  this,  think-? 
in^  all  the  errors  of  thp  bill  might  be  amended  in  the  Com- 
mittee. 

The  Bl/bop  of  Rochefler  concurred  in  the  motion,  and  de- 
clared the  bill  was  full  of  abfurdities  from  beginning  to  end, 
and  utterly  incapable  of  cprrcfHon ;  hie  inflanced  a  chufe, 
which  gave  a  Mr.  Morgan  a  ri^tit  tq  buy  the  timber  on  the 

Pund  inclofed,  at  his  own  price,  and  to  cut  it  down  if  not 
1  tp  him ;  and  another  claufe,  giving  a  (pompcnfation  for 


590  WOODFALL'S  PARLIAMENTARY  REPORTS-       [Commons, 

vicarial  and  reftorial  tythes,  of  no  higher  amount  than  had 
ufually  been  given  for  vicarial  tythes  only. 


HOUSE  OF  commons- 
Friday  July  14. 

Cuftoms  Duty,  Lottery,  Bank,  Forgery,  Eaft-India  Tr^tdc, 
Exchequer  Bills,  Militia  Subalterns,  and  Clocks  Duty  BillSj 
were  read  a  third  time  and  paflTed. 

The  Clerk's  Franking  Bill  was  read  a  firft  and  feeond 
time,  and  committed. 

.  The  Legacy  Duty  Bill  was  read  a  firft  and  feeond  time, 
and  committed. 

The  Houfe  in  Committees  went  through  the  Scotch 
Notes,  Confolidated  Fund,  Stamp  Regulation,  Cavalry, 
Riding-Horfe  Duty,  and  Scotch  EleSion  Bills. 

Th€  Male  Servants*  Duty  and  Eaft-India  Courts  Bills 
were  repealed.  « 

Some  regulations  were  made  concerning  the  mode  in 
which  the  London  Wet  Dock  Bill  (hould  be  prefented  next 
fefltons. 

iKdia  budget. 

The  Houfe  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
jHoufe  to  confider  the  Finances  of  India,  and  the  feveral  do- 
cuments upon  that  fubjed^  were  referred  to-  the  faid*  Com- 
mittee. 

Mir.  Secretary  Dundas  ftated,  that  although  the  finances 
of  India  were,  of  a  very  ex  ten  five  and  complicated'  nature, 
he  ffaould  not  w?fte  much  time  in  their  difcuffion,  becaufe 
the  difficulties  which  exifted  formerly  w^re  now  removed. 
Heretofore  the  accounts  of  fomi  of  the  fettlements  were  im- 
pcrfed  and  confufed,  but  by  feme  prudent  and  neceflary  re- 
gulations which  he  had  cflabliihed,  they  had  of  late  years 
been  reduced  he  believed,  to  a  tolerable  ft  ate  of  accuracy  and 
precifi.n.  The  accompts  which  he  was  then  about  to  fub- 
tnit  to  the  Committee  had  been  made  out  to  the  lateft  pof-- 
ftble  period,  and  fo  far  as  related  to  the  explanation  of  .their 
ftatements  he  propofed  to  follow  the  fame  plan  which  be 
had  hitherto  adopted,  excepting  that  he  meant  to  confine 
himfelf  merely  to  their  refult,  and  not  to  enter  fo  particu- 
larly as  he  had  done  into  their  detail.  He  left  other  Gentle- 
men, however,  to  make  what  obfcrvations,  an  J  propofc  wha; 
queftions  they  thought  proper.     The  papers  were  upon  the 

table 
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table  to  refer  to,  if  his  ftatements  ihould  ]ie  incofred,  and 
whenever  any  difficulty  fliould  arife,  he  would  readily  endea- 
vour to  r.emove  it.  Having  prefaced  thus  much,  he  thought 
it  furthermore  neceflary  to  add,  that  he  6rft  intended  to  bring 
forward  the  refults  of  the  acconfipts  applicable  to  each  fettle- 
ment  fep  irately,  and  then  a'geaeral  view  of  them  combined. 
After  that  he  (hould  proceed,  to  an  examination  of  the  houfe  - 
accompts,  and,  finally,  (hew  the  flourilhing  ftate  of  the  Com- 
pany's finiances,  by  giving  a  comparifon  of  the  acgompts  pre- 
fented  this  year  with  the  eftimate  on  which  the  arrangement 
of  1793  was  formed.  The  abftraft  of  each  ftatement  would, 
as  ufual,  confift  of  three  divifions;  the  firft,  containing  the 
account  of  the  average  revenue  of  the  three  laft  years  ;  the 
fecond,  a  comparifon  of  the  eftimate  and  a£tual  amount  of 
the  revenue  and  the  charges  during  the  laft  year;  and  third 
an  eftimate  of  charges  and  revenues  for  the  pr^fent  year; 
Having  faid  thus  much  for  elucidation,  he  proceeded  to  the 
following  detail : 

BENGAL.— RivtwuEi. 

No.  r.    The  average  revenue  of  Bcngjl  in  the  three  preceding  yeirsy 

that  IS  to  fay,  from  1793-4  to  1795-6  was  —  —    £'Sfi$4i^^ 

Which  is  more  than  the  average  laft  year  by  —  —         60,477 

No.  3.    The  eftimate  for  J  795-^  was  —  ■■  5,631,278 

The  a^ual  amount  —  —  "  —  ,  —     5,694,194 

Being  more  than  the  eftimate  by  — —  ■  62,9X6 

Cmaxczs. 

No.  3.     Eftimate  for  1795-6  .      *-  "  3,1:08,825. 

A^ual  amoun;,  '  -^—  ■  ■    ■    ■     3*656,944' 

Bcinj^  more thantbe eftimate  by  ■     ■  —  —        128,111 

•Deduf^Inf  the  e^cefs  of  the  revenue  from  the  cxccfs  of  charge,  the  ac- 
tual nmount  of  nit  fevenach  Icfs  than  eft!  mated  by  — • —  62,205 

The  caufe  of  this  excefs  of  charges,  and  confcquent  de- 
ficiency of  the  adual  amount  of  net  revenue  was  of  fo  fimple 
a  nature,  as  to  require  little  explanation.  Though,  the  efti- 
mate of  the  revenye  of  lail  year  was  taken  at  iefs  than  the 
aftual  amount  of  the  preceding  year,  and  the  eftiniate  of 
charges  fomewhat  larger,  yet  every  Gentleman  would  per- 
ceive the  extreme  difficulty  in  a  time  of  war,  and  particularly 
a  war  like  the  prefent,  to  niake  up  eftiraates  with  any  degree 
of  accuracy  ;  and  fuch  had  been  the,  nature  of  the  military 
operations  in  the  Eaft-Indies,  as  to  fwell  the  amount  of 
charges  beyond  the  ufual  Calculation.     But,  however  fuch 

charges 
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charges  might  be  encreafed,  'he  trufted  the  reconipence  way 
fully  fuflficicnt,  and  therefore  he  coold  not'  confiime  any 
more  time  upon  this  fubjed,  but  proceed  by  remuiding  the 
Committee^  that  at  any  rate  there  was  a  net  revenue,  not- 
withftanding  the  encreafe  of   charges,  to  the  amount  of 

ESTIMATES,  179^7- 
The  Committee  would  perceive  by  No.  i,  that  the  revenues  were  cfti- 
mated  to  amount  to  —  _  «*«« 

And  by  No.  tf  that  the  chiirges  were  reckoned  at        -  •-        - 


5,7io,jii 
3,7J3,t6o 


So  cHat  t|ie  net  reyenue  was  caloulated  at 


-     1,976,651 


This  eft i mate  of  the  revenues  was  more  than  the  adual  amount  of 
'755-6,  in  the  fam  of  -  7  -        -         *        " 

And  the  charges,  in  •  •  -  ..... 

Whereby  the  net  teveiiue,  eftimated  for  1796-7,  would  be  lefs  than  the 
preceding  year  by  --.-.• 

MADRAS. 
The  average  of  revenue  in  Madras  from  1793-4  to  1794,  could  not  be 
properly  ftated  ss  at  Bengtd«  on  account  of  Onne  receipts  incideni:il 
•only  to  pMtictilax  years,  and  other  circa .nl^ances  which  were  ear 
ptaioed  upon  the  former  ftatemeots«  On  formmg  an  average,  how- 
ever, of  the  more  prominent  articles  of  revc.uu  of  the  three  years 
preceding  r795'(6«  it  appeared  that  the  i<e\-cnues  of  that  year  ex- 
'      ceeded  the  fatd  average  to  the  amount  of  -  ... 

No.  6^  The  revenues  for  1795-6  were  clllniatcd  at        -  - 

And  anally  amounted  to  -  -  -  - 


Being  led  than  the  eilimate  in 


i«fSir 


96191$ 


«o,S9f 


CHAKCIS. 

No.  6.    The  chargf  s  for  1 795-6  were  eftimated  to  amount  to 
The  a^ual  amount  was 

Being  more  than  the  eftimaie  by  -  -  - 

Adding  the  exccfs  of  charges  therefore  to  the  deficiency  of  revenue, 
the  aAual  amount  was  worfe  than  the  eilunace  by  -  « 

Which  deficiency  of  courfc  arofc  frqm  tj\e  fame  unfbrefeen  and  una- 
voidable circumliances  to  wliich  he  had  before  alluded. 

ESTIMATES,  1796-7. 
No.  4.    The  revenueu>f  J 796-7  were  eftimated  to  amount  to 
No.  5.    The  charges  to  -  -  -  .'         , 


i37>97^ 

2,924,030 
i|894»304 

"9f7*6 

1,544,787 
M23>579 

278,79* 


408,57s 


^o  that  the  eftimated  net  revenue  would  be  -  -  . 

BOMBAY.— RtviNUES. 
No.  7.    The  Committe  would  fee  the  average  revenues  of  Bombay, 
'from  1793-410 1795-6,  were        -        -        -        .        - 

Which  was  more  than  average  ftated  laft  year,  bj 


2/)03,ia5 
<,5f,i77 


*94f937 

iJ,68o 
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No.  9     The  rtvenucs  for  f  79506  were  eftimated  at  -              •  269,766 

Attd  adi»Uy  amounCed  tv            .            .            •  .           .  t>7»596 

Bein^  more  tHao  was  cftimated  bjr            -           •  •  .        •  jiHto 

CHARGES. 

Ko.  9.    The  charges  of  1795-6  were  cftimated  at  *                •  718,901 

And  adoally  amounted  to             -             -            .  •           •  73x9875 


Which  ¥raa  more  than. was  cftimatcd  in  the  fum  of  -  -    .     13,975 

Drda^ing  cxcefs  of  revenue  for  the  exccfs  of  chaiiget,  therefore  the 

adual  net  revenue  was  Icfs  than  eAimated  to  the  amount  of         •  ^9^55 

ESTIMATES,  1796-7. 
No.  7.    The  revenues  of  Bombay  for  the  current  year  were  eftimated 

to  amount  to  -  -  '  -  -  -  -       ^84,959 

No.  8.    The  charges  to  -  -  -  - '  -      777^973 

The  net  encefs  of  charses,  therefore,  according  to  the  eftlmatet;     / 

would  be  •  -  -^  -  -  >*       493,6x4 

Which  was  more  than  the  netexcefs  of  charges  a&uatly  incurred  in 

I79>6>by  -  -  -  -  .  37,73j 


Thefe  were  the  three  chief  Prefidencies  to  iivhich  the  ac- 
counts abroad  belonged,  but  to  thefe  were  to  be  added  the 
accounts  of  fome  fubordinate  fettlements,  fuch  as  Fort  Marl- 
borough, Pinangy  and  St.  Helena,  wjiich  in  general  received 
afliftance  from  Bengal. 

BENCOOLEN  and  other  SETTLEMENTS. 

REVINUIS. 

.  The  revenues  of  Fort  Marlbro'  on  the  average  of  the  three  years  1793-4 

to  1795.6,  were  -  -  .  .  ,  ,       ^^ay 

CHABClt. 

The  charges  -  -  -  -  -    .       ^     78,83*5 

The  fupplief  from  Bengal  to  Fort  Marlboro*,  Pinang,  &c.  were  cftimatcd 

fori795-6  -  .  -  -  .  -    81,780 

The  ad  ual  amount  wai  -  -  -  -    104,154 

Which  was  more  than  was  cftlmattd  by  -  -  -     a*, 3 74 

svrtLits. 
The  fupplics  for  1796-7  were  Climated  at  -  -  -     90*364 

Having  now  proceeded  feparately  throygh  the  whole  of 
the  accounts  abroad,  he  now  propofed  to  take  a  view  of  them 
colleflivfly,  in  order  to  form  a  clearer  opinion  of  their  rcfult. 

GENERAL  STATE  of  the  REVENUES  and  CHARGES  in  INDIA,  for  1795-6. 

RtVtNVlS. 

BmgtX  -  .  ^  -  -     5,694,194 

Madras  -  -  ^  -  -  -     1,894,303 

Bombay  *  ....  .  '^  ^  -       i77»597 

7  9866,094 
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CHAlGkt. 

BtnfpX  '  -  -     -      -  ,    .     S»^l^>944 

Madras  -  ....     2|i^3>S79 

Boinbay  -  ...  .  .        'j'^x^ijS 

'       '      "     M93»399 

Net  revenues  of  the  thfte  provincet  -  -     'i37i»*95 

FxDm  lSb\%  was  ro  be  deduced  the  rupplics,  &c.  to  Beocooleoy  ftc.  to 
the  amount  of  .     •  .  .  .  .       104,154 

And  the  Committee  would  find  the  remainder  •              »                   .     11268^541 
But  a  further  deduction  wa&  to  be  made  for  the  intereft  paid  on  the 

debts,  which  were. 

At  Bengal                 -                -                    -  .                 -     350,551 

Madras                 -                -                 -  -       I5}294 

Bombay             -               -            -  -             .      48,905 

M^ng  a  total  intereft  of  -          -      «.._       4t4t750 

The  net  furplus  from  territorial  revenues  therefore,  after  thefe  deduc- 
tions, would  be  -  -  -  -  -  .       SS9>79i 

To  which  was  to  be  added  the  amount  of  (ales,  of  imports,  certifi- 
cates, &c.  ....  ,       453,605 

And  the  amount  applicable  to  purchafe  of  inTcftmentSy  payment  of 

commercial  charges,  &c«  would  then  be  ...    -t, 307^396 

mSPO^lTION  OF  THE  SURPLUS  FROU  THE  TEEIUTORIAL  JLETEHVE, 

The  application  of  the  preceding  fum. 

At  Beisgal^  for  inveAmcntt,  Ac.  including  charges,  were  1^^59,547 

Madras                 -                 -                 -                   _  669,765 

Bombay                 .....  258,250 

Bencooleir                -                -                •               -  •     ^3»453 

Making  a  fum  total  of  -                  ^,401^00  5 

Which  exceeded  the  amou/it  applicable  from  reveoues^  &c.  as  above,  in 

the  fum  of  -  -  -  .  -     1,093,609 

The  caufc  of  this  cxcefs-of  expenditure  from  the  funds, 
applicable  to  the  purchafe  of  inveftments^  &c.  was  eafily  ex- 
plained. By  the  ftatements  of  laft  year  ix  appeared^  that 
there  was  an  excefs  in  the  amount  of  the  application  in  the 
ufual  way  of  246,322!.  which  money,  with  the  amount  of 
the  prefent  expenditure,  was  employed  not  only  in  the  pur- 
chafe of  inveftments  and  the  payment  of  commercial  charges, 
but  was  applied  to  the  purchafe  of  rice  alfo,  and  to  the  profit 
and  lofs  account  upon  internal  trade.  This  however  was 
not  a  full  account  of  the  inveftments,  for  the  Committee 
would  perceive.ihat  a  part  had  been  taken  from  the  affets 
abroad,  and  comprehended  in  No.  22,  under  the  title  of 

Cargoes  invoiced  to  Europe  in  1795-6  to  the  amount  of  -     l,954>i  5  3 

He  had  now  ftated,  -he  faid,  what  the  amoimt  of  the  re- 
ceipts and  difburfements  of  the  prefidencics  abroad  were, 

both 
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both  fepaiately  and  combined,  and  he  fhould  next  proceed 
to  take 

A  GENERAL  VIEW  of  the  RESULT  of  the  ESTIMATES. 

ntVZM  ttES.  • 


Bengal  .  -  .- 

Madras      r  - 

Bombay  -  -  - 

The  total  amount  of  reveoQcs  tlierefore  were 

CHAHGES. 

Bengal  a  .  . 

Madras  -  -  - 

Bombay  -  * 

The  toUl  amount  of  the  charges  being 


-     2,159,40* 
284,959 


.     8,154,87* 


3>7n»859 
2,005,225 

777,973 


The  net  RcTennes  of  the  three  Prefidencws  would  be 

Butirom  thefe  were  to  he  deduced  thefupplies  to  Bencoolen,  &c. 


6>5'7>057 

1,^37,815 
90,364. 

i>547,45« 


And  the  eftt mated  Turpi  us  from  the  revenues  would  be  -  - 

Still,  however,  a  further  deduction  was  to  be  made  for  the  intcreft  on 
thtdebtef  •  -  .  -  -  -    4191344 

\Vhich  would  leave  a  fum  for  the  net  eftlraated  furplus  from  the  terri- 
torial revenue',  of  -  -  -   •  -     f|it8|l07 

To  thefe  were  ta  be  added  the  efiimatfid  aqiouiit  of  falcs,  of  imports, 

and  certificaODt  -  -  -  ...       45;,904C 

And  the  amfxint  eAimated  to  be  applieable  In  r  796-7  to  the  punchafe 
of  inveftmentss  pay  meoc  of  commercial  charges,  &c.  would  be      •     1,584,00$ 


2r?6,6l* 


-  6,813,7;$ 

-  7,146,083 


Which  would  exceed  the  a£lual  fum  in  1 795-6  by 

He  now  came  to  the  confideration  of 

THE  DEBTS  IN  INDIA. 

The  amount  ihited  hft  year  was  -  -  - 

The  amount  this  year  was  *  .  . 

So  that  there  was  an  increafc  of  -  - 

Debts  transferred  in  the  year  -  -  - 

DERTfl  fir.AllING  JMTZUKST. 

Tli«  amount  of  debts  bearing  intereft  laft  year  was 
And  the  amount  this  year 

So  ttiat  there  was  an  increafe  of  Jebt  bearing  intereft  to  the  anjount  of        261,274 


-  a3^»347 
685,019 

.    5,328,86e 

-  5»590>«4» 


Tlie  amount  Of  intereft  payable  by  the  accodotsof  laft  y«ar  was  *       400y25S 

The  amount  of  ir\terell  payable  this  year  ...        419,344 

Which  made  increafe  of  intereft  payable  annually  of  •  •  19,092 
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ASSETS  IN  INDIA. 

Thr  3SCtt$  la  India,  eonfifting  of  caih,  goods,  &c.  laft  year,  amoaatcd  to    8,867,2.6 C 
And  by  the  prcfcnt  ftiteineott  -  -  -  -    8,958,669 

3y  which  it  appeared  there  was  an  incrcare  of  aflets  to  ;^  amount  of  91 940  3 

pedoAing  the  nicrcafe  of  affets,  therefore,  from  the  above  tncreafe  of 

debts,  the  Company's  property  m  India  was  kfs  by  -  -       240,944 

Which  was  not  to  be  attributed  to  any  ruinoos  flate  of  theii*  general  property,  but 
iolciy  to  a  variety  of  temporary  caufes. 

Having  now  gone  through  the  whole  of  the  ftatements  re-  | 

lative  to  the  condition  of  the  Company's  aiFairs  abroad,  he 
revetted  to  the  examination  of 

THE  HOME  ACCOMPTS.  , 

But  before  he  did  this  he  begged  leave  to  remind  the  Com- 
mittee,  that  when  he  iirft  undertook  to  bring  an  annual  ac-  y 

count  of  the  Eaft-India  Company's  finances  before  the  Houfe,  a 

he  confined  himfelf  to  the  detail  of  their  affairs  abroad,  and  | 

was  not  refponfible  for  their  concerns  at  home.     By  the  re-  1 

newal  of  the  charter  in  1 793,  he  was  induced  to  extend  his  , 

furvey>  becaufe  it  became  necefTary  to  determine  -from  the 
furplus  of  their  territorial  revenues,  their  afTets  and  extent  of 
capital,  how  much  they  could  conveniently  contribute  to  the-  I 

exigencies  of  the  State  for  the  peculiar  privilege  of  fuch  be-> 
Tiefits  by  the  renewal  of  their  charter.    As  the  home  accounts  i 

were  immediately  under  the  care  and  infpedion  of  the  Di-  | 

redors,  it  was  but  reafonable  to  fuppofe  them  accurate,  and 
confidering  the  nature  of  events,  they  would  demonftrate  that  ' 

the  getieral  ftate  of  the  Company^s  afEiirs  at  Home  were  as 
favourable  as  cogld  be  well  expeded. 

The  fales  of  the  laft  year  had  exceeded  the  preceding  year 
in  more  than  a  million  of  money,  and  confequently  it  could 
not  be  expefled  that  they  (hould  be  by  any  means  this  year  fo 
produtlivc.  They  had  exceeded  the  eftimate,  however,  not- 
•wiiliRanding  the  immenfe  fale  of  Dutch  goods  laft  year  ac- 
cording to  aft  of  Parliament,  and  the  encreafe  of  fale  of  pri- 
vate goods  enlarged  by  certain  indulgencies  provided  by  the 
LegHIaiure,  which  together  amounted  to  half  a  million 
more  than  the  average  of  the  three  preceding  years,  and  ex- 
ceeded the  average  eilimate  of  laft  year  in  the  fame  amount. 

The  aggregate  vnount  of  (ales  was                -  .                  -  8,t52|309 

exceeded  laft  year  153,814  _^- 

The  f*lcs  <»f  Company's  gccds  were  cAimated  at  ^                -  6,088,300                 j 

ant^  a^ually  arooaotcd  to                 -  -             .   -             .  6,153,^10 

VVhi^h  pfpduccda  greater  fuin  tl  an  yru  elBmatcd  of  -  -        65,010 
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'i'he  receiprt  on  fales  of  Company's  ^ouds  w»re  eftimated  at  •    6^06,300 

And  the  actual  receipt  was  ,  -  .  .     g^^^Qp^^ 

Which  was  lefs  than  vas  eftimated  by         '       -  -  •         S^yiaj 

The  charges  and  profit  on  private  trade  efti mated  At                -             •  148,000 

and  ad^ually  nmoiintcd  to  DO  more  than             .               »                .  138,957 

Which  left  a  fm^llcr  fum  on  the  charges  and  pro6ts.  of  private  trade 

than  was  eAimated,  of                 -                 *                 -                  -  9>Q4} 

GENERAL  RESULT. 
The  balance  expected  to  remain  at  the  end  of  the  ye^r  was  computed  at        1 18,848 
4.nd  chca^ual  bainncr,  after  difcharging  a  loan  from  the  Banlc>  and 
recei  ting  upwards  of  6oo,oool.  in  Company's  bonds,  as  the  pay - 
znent  for  goods  •  -  «...       3S3»S67 

Which  would  be  better  than  the  cftimate  by  -  -       414,959 

ESTIMATE,  1797-8^ 
The  receipt  for  the  fales  of  Compmy's  gcods  for  1797-8,  wer«  €fti» 
•    mated  at  -  -  -        ^  -  -     6,555,116 

The  receipt  on  private  trade  goods  being  only  a  baj^nce  of  the  laft  falc, 

no  cftimate  coold  be  made  of  that  article. 
The  refult  of  thcfc  accounts  was,  that  oftet  paying  the  indjIIroents^oTi 
the  loan  to  the  Public,  deriving  the  aid  of  incrcafc  of  c  *piral    r.c  mil- 
iion,  the  deficiency  on  the  i ft  of  March,  179B,  was  expected  to 
9mouotto.  •  •  •  "  .  -    i,8|6,saa 

DEBTS  AT  HOME.  '  '     ' 

The  debts  al  home  in  March^  1796,  were  .  ,  -     7,47^,700 

lu  March,  1797,  wete'  -  *  -  -  -    7,916,459 

The  increafe  of  debts  at  home  therefore  was  -     .         -  -       441,759 

Which  was  occafionr4  principally  by  bills  of  exchange,  and  by  freight 
and  demurrage.  By  the  fale  of  Dutch  g^s  airo>  unHer  the  Adt  of  . 
Parliament,  the  Company  was  accountable  to  Government  here* 
after,  and  their  debts  at  home  were  confequently  rendertd  greater. 
Some  other  articles  however  had  te&ded  to-diminifli  it,  fo  that  the 
balance  was  pretty  equal.  ■» 

ASSETS. 

The  afllets  at  home  and  a.fioat  on  the  ift  of  March,  x796,amountetf  to  i2,oa4,3zft 
And  on  the  I  ft  of  March,  1^97  -  r  •  -11476,81^ 

■■'■■ ■  "■'» 

Which  made  an  incr;cafe  of  -  -  -  -        452,501 

Deducing  the  increafe  of  debt  therefore  fnim  the'mcrcaCr  of  aflets,  the 
ftate  of  aflfaira  at  home  in  1797,  appeared  to  he  better  by  .  /      10,74* 

-This  led  him  to  combine  the  aflfairs  at  home  with 

CHINA  and  ST.  HELENA. 
The  balance  laft  year  m  favour  of  the  Company  in  China  and  St.  Her 

lena,  was  -         .       -  -  -  •     *58i,r74    . 

And  this  year  .  -  .  ^  -       337\7i3 

Whiich  wa$  lefs  than  the  preceding  by  ^  •  «       243,461 
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'  GENERAL  COMPARISON  of  DEBTS  and  ASStTS. 

The  intrcafc  of  debts  in  India  was  ••  .  -         jjx,^^- 

Thc  iocrcafc  of  debts  at  home  -  .  -  - 

Which  makes  the  total  increafe  of  debts  ... 

The  increafe  of  aflets  in  India  were  -  -       9^r^oj 

The  increafe  ofaflcts  at  heme  -  -  -    45-»5Ci 


Which  made  the  total  incrrafe  of  afl^s  »  -     543»9^ 

Deducing  therefore  the  balance  at  Chiiui  and  St.  Helena 

lefs  thi>  year  than  the  precedif  g  •  -      243^^61 

The  net  increafe  of  aflcts  were  .  .  -         30^,4.  t 

Which  left  an  increafe  of  debt  to  the  amount  of  -  >        47Sr^  ?  5 

The  Committee  therefore  would  perceive  by  a  compoui* 
fon  of  the  accompts  prefented  this  year,  with  the  efKmare 
on  which  the  arrangement  of  1793  was  formed,  that  his  de- 
fcription  of  the  flourifliing  ftate  of  the  Company's  finances 
was  perfe&ly  juft.  For  although  the  charges  of  Bengal,  Ma- 
draSy  and  Bombay,  had  exceeded  the  eftimate  of  1793  in  more 
than  one  million,  the  revenues  were  alfo  near  a  million  xnorr, 
and  the  a^ual  amount  of  the  revenue,  during  fuch  an  extra- 
ordinary cncreafe  of  expence  and  difficulty  was  only  402,to5l. 
lefs  than  the  eftimate  of  1795-6. 

COMPARISON  cf  ACCOUNTS  prcff  n:cd  :LL  y;ar  w-th  the  ESTIMATE  .» 
whkh  the  ArrdOgeiTicn:  of  i'«,«  j  ^a^  i\}r:x»c'i, 

Eftimate  Adu-i  Aftn  i  g^-T- 

February 

*793  I  "95-6  »*95-^ 

l^rorferKjn  Eflssoirs. 
Kcvenaes  of  Bengal,  Ma-  £•  £,  £. 

drat,  and  Bombay     -<->     6,967,625  7,S6o,C94  rooif        f)Cz^.^S^ 

Charges  of  ditto  —     5,188,125  6^93,>^9  mere      1,505,274 

"  ■  ■  ■  '  i   I  ■        ''      '  1'  ■  '     "  ■  ■ 

Keveoues  moze        —     i,755f5^  ■i37»>69S  ^^  40*»^-i 


Supplies  from  Bengal  Co 

Bencooieoy  &c.           -  50,000  t04»i5o  mpe          54t'i4 

louicftoA debet             •  5^^*923  4i4t>5o  ^cL           1^7,173 

1^   Dedu^          -            -  611,9^3  5i?,re4  lefs  than  Ltliaure       93^10 

•  Net  Revenue  •>i<^3»577  *53»79«  icu  iban  Eftimaie     309,7:0 
Recoipis  intoi  S  jles  of  im« 

ports,  ife  froq^ccruficale*  350,000  4S3,^5  tnore                           i03,€oT 

Surplus  »»5»3»'77  '*507,396  lefs  than  Eftimate     ac6,i?; 


The  eftimaird  fu^plus  of  1796-7  waa  1,584,0081.  which  eicceded  die  t 

1:93  ^y  70,43 '!• 

SAtES  and  RECEIPTS. 
RECEIITS. 

Edifnate         Afiual 

-.        ..,  •  *793-  1796-7- 

f>.<v    fgid  —  ^  mr-       4,981,300      6,370,077    ^ 
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Chaffct  and  profit  on  private  tndf    «-  70,009        13^,057 

Alms  hoaA:&  ac  Poplar        —  i>4i3 

Interell  on  annuities             —           —  127,687          36,226 

Loan  from  the  Bank                  —  250,000 

Perfonn  returned  from  India               —  10,000 

CWnturatcaufe            —                 —  59»i43 

On  ifliie  of  bonds                   ■  450,100 
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5>«85,987    7^316,916  more  ^X30,9*f 


Cudoms  on  Company *s  goods  — 

Freight                —  — 
Export  of  goods  and  ftores 

Bills  of  exchange  and  bullion  — 

Charges  on  merchandize   -  — 

lAtcrcli  on  bonds  and  ftock.  r~ 

Ditto  on  annuities             —  — 

Indigo  contraftors                 —  — 

Purchafe  of  tea«             —  •— 

Ditto  of  rice                 -^  — 

India  debt                 —  — — 

Bonds  paid  off  — 

pitto  paid  In  jt  the  falcs  — 

Seamen  for  Government  — 

Buyers  of  tea  returned  — 

Compenfation  to  Captains  •— 

To  Bank  for  loan  on  bonds  — 
To  Government,  account  of  troops,  &c. 

pitto  firft  payment  of  loan  — 


PAYMENTS. 

—  633,850 
—  600,670 

—  ipi  7,000 

—  ^4^5^^ 

-^  375»ooo 

r—  528,000 

—  S9»773 


981,154 

1,423,853  . 
1,301,205 

84i,z3r 
675,a78 

ii999 

17,778' 
ii>433 

556>77$ 
1,450 

602,600 
17,000 

4,300 

400,000 

100,000 
200,000 


3>978,873     7>99»>767  non  4,013,8^ 


Surplus  receipts 
l&xcefs  of  payments 
Nee  excefs  oif  payments 


1,207,114 

—  ^75>85i 

x>88x»965 

He  had  now  he  hoped  proceeded  through  all  the  ftatements 

fatisfadlorily  to  the  Committee,  and  begged  Gentlemen  to 

obferve,  that  although  there  appeared  to '  be  a  decreafe  in  the 

ftate  of  the  Company's  afFairs,  they  were  notwithftanding  as 

favourable  and  as  flouriihing  as  the  mod  fanguine  perfon  could 

wifh,  or  any  one  had  reafon  to  expeft.     Some  of  the  caufes 

of  a  diminution  of  revenue  he  had  pointed  out  laft  year,  one 

of  which  was  a  diminution  in  the  fale  of  various  articles,  par^ 

ticularly  that  of  opium  during  war ;  and  the  other,  which 

was  the  mod  material  and  important,  was  ihe  encreafed 

amount  of  charges,  on  account  of  the  encreafed  military  ar* 

rangements  in  the  various  fettlements  abroad.     He  wiihed 

any  perfon  however  who  doubted  his  afiertions,  or  might  be 

difpofed  to  doubt  them,  to  compare  the  prelent  flate  of  the 

Company's  affairs  with  their  former  condition,  when  their 

folvency  was  a  matter  of  public  difputation.     In  the  year 

1783,  on  account  of  the  height  to  which  party  had  run,  every 

thing  relating  to  their  affairs  wf^s  delufive.   In  1 786  the  debts 

of 
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of  the  Company  ^mounted  to  4  millions  beyond  the  aflets  ^ 
Iince  ihat  time  they    had    indeed    encreafed  their  capital 
3,740,000!.  but  againd  that  was  to  be  placed  the  fum  o( 
3,330,000!.  as  the  cxpenres  of  carrjing  on  the  war  vrixh 
Tippoo,  and  in  the  capture  of  the  French  and  Dutch  feitjc* 
ments  ill  the  Eaft  Indies.     In   the' year  1796,  it  would  be 
f3Qnd  that  the  affairs  of  the  Company  had  been  made  better 
by  the  fum  of  11  millions  than  they  were  in  86.     He  had 
every  reafon  to  fuppofc  that  the  Company's  affairs  would* ra- 
ther improve  than  fufFcr  any  deterioration ;    for  however 
Gentlemen  might  talk  of  the  capital  being  in  danger;  he 
could  alTure  them  that  the  aflets  gf  the  Company  exceeded 
their  debt  by  the  fum  of  6  millions.  In  regard  to  his  aiTertion 
of  the  flourilhing  ftate  of  their  aflfairs  abroad,  he  begged  leave 
to  mention  two  circumftances  which  would  prove  him  to  be 
right.     One  was  an  encreafed  revenue  on  the  faleof  fait  to 
the  amount  of  200,000!.  per  ann.  though  the  natives  paid  a 
Icfs  price  for  that  neceflary  article  than  formerly,  which  not 
only  proved  the  ilourifhing  ilate  of  the  Company's  finances 
to  enable  them  to  reduce  the  price,  and  yet  derive  a  greater 
revenue  from  the  general  confuQiption*  but  an  encreafed  po- 
pulation alfo.     The  other  was  a  neceflary  regulation  in  the 
cufloms  of  feVeral  articles  in  the  ports  of  India,  by  which  the 
high  price  of  cufloms  on  the  fpecific  article  was  reduceo,  the 
individual  benefited,  and  the  Company's  revenues  greatly  es** 
creafed  by  th^  encreafe  of  imports  and  of  exports.     Thefe 
improvements  in  'Icir  affairs  were  exclufivo  of  tl»eir  capital 
of  India  flock,  for  it  appear v  I  by  the  flatements  that  the  af* 
fcts  abroad  exceeded  the  ficbts  to  the  amount  of  660|OOoL 
and  if  the  whole  of  their  affairs  were  wound  up,  they  would 
receive  an  annual  intereft  of  950,900!.     It  was  imj>ofrible^ 
he  faid,  to  figure  a  greater  profpecl  of  profperity.     In  regard 
to  the  debts  of  the  Naoob  of  Arcot,  indead  of  throwing  out 
a  loofe,  idle,  and  logical  jargon  clfe where,  he  wiflied  any 
man  who  heard  him  would  fpeak  out,  and  contradiA  him  if 
be  could-     The  real  ftate  of  the  c;.fe  was,  that  a  certain  funx 
to  be  paid  annually  to  the  creditQjrs  out  of  the  revenue,  w;as, 
by  the  treaty  of  1784,  in  a  time  of  war,  to  be  applied  to  the 
public  expences>  in  order  to  preferve  the  whole.    This  was  a 
jufl  an  equitable  agreement,  and  it  applied  to  both  parties. 
When  peace  returned,  however,  that  fum  returned  to  \ts  ori- 
ginal appropriation,  and  fuch  was  the  order  of  the  Commif- 
iioners,  which,  if  they  had  not  iffued,  they  would  have  been 
guilty  of  direct  plunder  and  robbery  of  the  inhabitants  of  In- 
dia.   Having  arg^ied  thefe  points  j^t  great  length,  be  con-: 

^         clu(Jci4 
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eluded  by  moving  a  firing  of  refolutions '  purfuant  to  his 
flatements,  which  were  read  and  agreed  to,  and  the  report 
(irdered  to  be  brought  up  next  day. 

The  Stamp  Deed  Duty  Bill  was  commuted,  and  a  claufe 
introduced  to  enable  the  Commiilioners  to  ftamp  bills  of  cx-^ 
change  or  promiflbry  notes  profpeAlvely  where  no  fraud  is 
intended.  '    , 

Mr.  ff^tgky  moved  an  amendment  to  make  that  power  rc- 
trofpeftive. 

The  Solicitor  General  objefted,  becaufc  a  pcrfon  might' 
have  accepted  or  indorfed  the  bill,  when  he  had  aflets  in  hi« 
poileilion,  and  afterwards  be  obliged  to  pay  it  when  the 
drawer  had  recovered  thofe  affets  in  confequence  of  the  inva- 
lidity of  the  bill,  for  not  being  duly  (lamped. 

Sir  ff^.  Pulfeney  znd  Mr.  ff^igley  difputed  the  fufficicncy  of 
that  obje£lioD,  when  the  original  claufe  was  put  and  carried. 

'  INFERIOR  COLD. 

The  ChanceUor  of  the  Exchequer  movtAi)\t  or A^r  of  the  day 
for  the  committal  of  the  Bill  tor  allowing  the  manufaAure  of 
an  inferior  kind  of  gold,  to  be  read;  which  being  done,  he 
faid  that  he  wasfliil  as  much  copvinced  as  ever  of  the  pro- 
priety of  adopting  a  meafure  or  that  kind.  But  as  it  had 
been  reprefented  to  him  that  it  was  neceflary  to  allow  a  lon- 
ger time  to  corifider  a  bufinefs  of  fucK  importance,  he  would 
pul  off  for  the  prefent  any  furtjier  proceedings  in  the  bill; 
but  he  Certainly  would  bring  ir  forward  next  fcflion.  As  the 
prefent  fe (lion  was  fo  near  its  clofe,  there  did  not  appear  to  be 
a  ru(}icient  bpportunity  to  difcufs  the  bill ;  and  therefore  he 
would  move  that  the  order  of  the  day  be  difcharged.  This 
was  done  accordingly. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 
Saturday,  July  15. 

The  Houfe  fat  precifefy  at  twelve  o'clock,  and  as  foon  as 
prayers  were  over,  proceeded  to  bull nefs. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  read  for  the  feoond  rending  of 
the  bill,  allowing  foreign  nations,  in  arriity  with  Great  Britain, 
to  trade  to  Britifh  ports  in  India,'  and  for  Cpunfel  to  be  heard 
on  the  fame. 

Mr.  LtTw  was  heard  on  behalf  of  ii  petition  pnrfmted  by 
certain  merchants,  underwriters,  aitrl  others,  praying  foi' an 
alteration  in  a  particular  claufe,  Wliich  the  |>etitici>cnr  conil- 

dcred 
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dered  as  likely,  from  tHe  general  teims  in  whicli<itwatdrti9iH  • 
and  die  loofe  wording  of  it,  materially  to  siShds  didr.  intefefli  ^ 
in  a  caufe  long  depending,  the  gfoond  of  whieb  «al'  fbs  * 
iraiidity  of  a  policy  of  infbrance.    ^er  Arguing  fior  foitie  tiniey 
and  ftatiotg  what  (ort  of  conftni^ion  the  claufe,  ar ft  Aood,  wja  . 
£able  to,  though  he  admitted  it  was  not  the  fair  coniirufftioiii^ 
he  fuggeftcd  an  alteration,  which  would  eStStaMj  ytmove 
the  doubt. 

Lord  Tburlow  and  the  Lord  ChAncelior  feiwralljr  ibted  ta 
'  what-pojint  of  view  tbeclaufe,  as  it'ftdod,  ftmek  theai>  and  in 
what  manner  they  confidered  it  ^  likely  to  be^  affedfed  by  fermet 
rq)ealing  a^s.  They  aditiittcd  the  proprietyof  cieariog  up 
any  po0u>le  obfcurity  that  there  might  be  in  a  bill  under  paf-« 
fage  through  Parliament ;  and  defined  to  ha^e  the  words  of 
the  aroendmeot  fugged  by  the  learned  Counfel  put  into  writ- 
ing, in  order  that  the  amendment,  and  tlie  grotinds.  of  it,» 
ftatedat  the  bar,  might  be  confidered,  when  the  bill  flicxild  be 
in  a  Committee. 

INlilA  JUDICATURE  BILL*. 

The  order  of  the  day  for  the  fecond  reading ' of  tbis' bill 
having  been  moved  anq  read,  with  the  order  diat  Coonfei 
might  he  heard  againft  it>  on  behalf  of  the  Eaft  India  CJom^ 
pany, 

Mr.  Rous  was  heard  on  the  part  of  the  company^  and  ftated* 

that  the  company  confidered  the  prefent  blH  as  a  vjolation  of' 

the  folemn  compa<S  entered  into  between  ihc  public  and  the 

Company  on  the  renewal  of  the  charter  in  1793. 1'li^they  had 

ever  fince  reded  upon  the  faith  of  Parliament  as  a  fecurity  agatafb 

any  departure  from  tlie  conditions  on  which  tliot  charter  was 

granted.  That  the  extenfion  of  the  courts  of  judicatUf«  was  a  dew 

parture  from  the  ftatute  of  1 794 ;  but  that  what  ttioft  of  all 

alarmed  the  Company  was  the  inftitutioif)  of  a  penfion  lift  for 

the  judges,  the  penfions  to  be  granted  by  the  crown,  though. 

payable  from  out  of  the  Company's  revenues ;  aitd  at  the  end 

of  a  duration  in  India  of  fb  ftiori  a  time  as  five  years,  if  the  fer- 

vants  of  the  crown  thought  fit  to  grant  them.    'Mr.  Rms  ftated 

the  period  of  the  inftitution  and  exlftcnce  of  the  fupreme  court 

of  Judicature ;  and  faid,  though  the  reafon  for  limiting  the 

judges  to  three»  could  not  be  known  to  him,  yet  as  it  happened 

in  confeqqence  of  the  death  of  Sir  William  Duncan,  th^t  only 

diree  judges  had  fat  for  the  fpace  of  fifteen  years  together,  there 

coukl  be  ^o.Qbjedlion  to  having  only  three  judges  on  the  bench 

of  the  fupreme  court;  but  the  objedlion  the  Eaft  India  Com* 

papy  felt,  was  to  the  appropriation  of  the  falary  of  the  fourth 

judge  10  die  payment  of  the  penfions  in  queftion.     He  pointed 

out 
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btt€  the  the  roaiiiftft  diiSer^de  between  the  eflabli(bilient  df 
^thejaiipies  in  India,  and  their  eftablifhments  in  England.  A 
puMne  Judge ia  India  had  a  falary  of  6000I.  a  year,  which  was 
tnree  times  as  much  a$  all  tlie  emoluments  of  a  puifne  judge  of 
WeflmihAer  hall;  and  the  fupreme  judge  in  India  had  a  Faiary 
of  8000].  a  year* 

L6rd  Tburi9w  ^£sutA  whether  it  was  not  itiore^  and  how  the 
'learned  Coonfel  computed  the  rupee,  as  he  bad  always  under- 
flood  it  was  a  fifth  or  a  fixth  more  r  '  - 

Mr:  Rni  iaid*  he  believed  it  was  a  fifttv  more.  He  ob* 
*fenred  thai  it  had  baen  generally  conpeived,  as  for  the  fake  of 
^toM-ttm  a  jodge  ftiouid  in  fome  fort  live  a  retired  life,  that  thr 
/inix>me  of  judges  in  India,  would,  after  a  due  time  fpent  )n  the 
ealefcife  and  difcharge  of  their  duties  in  that  country,  not  onlf 
be.fufficicnt  10  euable  tliem  to  return  home  with  a  moderate 
income  inromef  but  fully  competent  to  their  comfort  and  fup* 
port,  for  the  remainder  of  their  lives.  If,  however,  their  Lord* 
ibips  flXH^id  think  it  right  to  ;)IIow  the  claufe  to  ftand.as  far  as 
it  regarded  penfions,  the  company  eameftly  prayed  ic  might  be 
altered :  -and  inftead  of  the  grant  of  thefe  pentibns  being  at  the 
will  of  the  king's  fervants,  that  itmiglitdq)end  upon  the  addrefs 
of  either  Houie  of  Parliament,  which  they  conceived,  would 
fiscuce  them,  from  the  poffibility  of  abufc. 

Mr.  Jack/on  was  next  heard  on  behalf  of  the  Eaft  India 
Company,  and  took  a  general  view  of  the  peculiar  claims  df 
the  company  to  the  prptedion  of  Parliament,  in  <X)nfequcnce 
of  paying  fo  large  a  fum  annually  to  the  public  revenue  ;  of 
^their  having  at  their  own  expence  maintained  thofe  immenfe 
armies  that  had  been  the  means  of  fecuring  fo  large  and  valua- 
ble an  extent  of  territory  in  India  tp  the  Britiih  empire ;  of 
their  fttil  being  fuppoited  for  its'  prefervarion,  and  for  various 
other  reafons  fo  important,  that  let  who  woulJ  have  to  carry 
on  negociations  for  peace,  they  wquid  have  carefully  to  con- 
fider  what  was  beft  to  be  done  for  preferving  to  this  country 
that  great  and  glorious  poQtion  in  Alia,  for  the  acquifition  of 
which  Great  Britain  was  folciy  indebied  to  the  purfe  and  arms 
of.  the  Eaft  1  ndia  Comoan  y . 

Hq  reminded  their  Lordihips  alfo,  that  the  puMic  had  been 
'  admitted  into  partnerihip  of  an  extraordinary  nature  wj«h  the 
Company,  with  an  appropriation  of  500,0001  a  year ;  partners 
who  had  undergone  no  rife,  who  had  adventured  no  capiuF, 
who  had  only  to  ftrctch  out  the  hand  to  receive  their  portion 
oftheprofit^  large  as  that  portion  was.  The  Houfe  had  for* 
merly  been  addrcflcd  by  the  Company,  under  the  name  of  Di- 

Vql.  Ill,  1797.     .  4G  rcftonj 
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te6lar$  i  they  were  i>ow  appealed  to  by  the  entire  new  Eaft 
India  Company,  the  Dircftors  and  proprictorsuniting  in  theif 
Application,  and  j6intly  coming  to  their  LonUhips  bar,  to 
claim  that  protcaion,  to  which  they  conceived  ^h^mfdvcs 
tot  the  rcaforis  he  had  dated,  to  have  fome  claim  of  »  peculiar^ 
nature.  '  After  an  eloquent  exordium  to  thisclfe£t,  but  much 
thorcropionsand  attraiiive,  Mr:  Jickfon  proceeded  to  (hew, 
that  the  Company  had  gone  on  cordially^  and  profperoufl/ 
tinder  the  infliiution  of  the  Board  ot  Controul^  fmcc  the  pre- 
fent  was  the  hrft  petition  from  the  day  of  its  origin  1784  to 
the  piefent  time,  claiming  relief  agatnft  a  meafure  propofed 
by  that  Board  ;  but  that  the  Company  obiedcd  toa  particular 
claufe  in  the  bill  as  a  violation  of  their  charter,  and  as  a 
tneaiure  deeply  and  dangeroofly  iinpolitic.  By  ^the  charter 
of  1793,  ati  appropriation  of  the  Company's  revenues  was 
*tnad6,  and  no  right  cxifted  even  ?n  Parliament,  ofpnipotent 
a^  it  was,  diflFerently  to  appropriate  thofe  revenues,  tinlefs  it 
meant  40  fct  charters  and  folcmn  compads  at  defiance,  and 
take  away  all  fecnrity  exifttng  between  the  governors  and 
the  governed:  He  contended  againfl  the  claufe  enabling  th« 
King's  Miniftcrs  to  inOitute  a  pcnfion  lift,  on  the  ground  alfb 
of  its  eftablilhing  a  principle  equally  unjuft  ana  injurious, 
as  it  would  be  a  precedent  not  only  dangerous  to  the  Com- 
pany's intcrcfts,  but  alFcftingthe  independency  of  the  judges^ 
Vrho  for  their  own  fakes,  as  well  as  that  of  tKc  public,  ougKt 
.  to  have  the  integrity  of  thcfr  condufl,  and  the  purhy  of  their 
'motives  kept  above  fufpicion.  After  much  forcible  argtf- 
meiit  on  this  head,  Mr.  Jackfon  concluded  with  earneftly 
recommending  the  propofed  alteration  of  the  claufe  fuggeftcfi 
by  his  learned  brother,  to  be  adopted  by  their  Lordlhips. 
The  bills  on  the  table  paflcd  each  a  (lage. 


HOUSE  OF  CO:^IMONS. 
Saturday,  July  15. 

The  H9ufc  met  at  an  early  hour  and  went  through  the 
orders  of  the  day. 

The  bills  upon  the  table  went  through  their  different 
fiages  without  oppofition. 

The  ChoricrlUr  of  the  Exchf/jf/cr  ftatcd,  that  very  confidcra- 
We  inconvenience  would  arifc  from  the  wet  dock  Committee 
not  making  their  report  this  fcflion  He  expcflcd  that  a 
motion  would  have  been  made  on  this  day  for  a  report  of 

its 
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lis  jproc^dingSy  but  sU  iid.moti0n  lisid  bcen.ttedQ  he  g^tre 
lioticfc^  that  ,pn  Moaday  next  ht  will  ouke  a  motion,  to  thai 

The  bill  to  enable  hia  Majcfty  to  call  ParKametit  ia  fouN 
ietn  days  afietthe  ilTue  of  a  proclamation^  uaa  rqceiv«d  frotQ 
the  Lords,  read  a  fir(l  lime,  and  ordered  to  Ue  printed  ^n  the 
motion  of  the  CbanceUor  of  the  Ko^cheq^er*  .     > 

Adjourned.  ,  ..  .> 


'    HOUSE  OF  COMMONS.  * 

Monday,  jFuly  17.  .  .-  .   . 

Mr«  7a/£  took  the  oaths  an^  bi&  feat  for,  Stirling  Culf 
rofs,  &c.  . 

*  Mr.  ko/if  moved,  •'  That  an  humbfe  addrefs  be  prefthted 
io  his  Majefty,  praying  that  he  ^ould  be  gi'acioiifly  pltafcd 
ip  confer  fome  dignity  in  the  .church  on  the  reverend  vYiU 
)lam  3ufby»  the  chaplain  of  the  Houfe  "     Ordered..      , .  * 

He  moved  addreffcs  from  printing  the  Jotjrnals,  a;id  fevcr^l 
other  matters  which  arc  confidcred  preparatory  w  the  cnd>> 
tflg.ofthe  fclGon.  '.'!"'* 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchr^^jutr  rnqved,  that  the'  fum^  of 
iQOol.  be  .advanced  to  Mr.  Samuel  Dunn,  over  and' abovi 
what  he  had  received,  and  in  full  compenfation  foi*  making 
^  index  to, the  proceedings  of  the  Houfe  of  Commoni,  fr6m 
the  year  i774,to.thc  year  1790.— Ordered..  . 
^  A  new  writ  was^ordered  to  be  iQued  for  the  county  of  North- 
men pton»  in  the  room  of  Thomas  Povvis,  Etc^.  who  hasaccepteti 
of  the  ftcwaijilftiip  of  the  cbijtcrn  hundreds. 

The  Chaflcitkr  of  tle>EKchequer  rD<^ved,  that  the  Comrhittee 
towhi^m  the  i^ondon  wet  clock  bill  was  rcfcrrecJjMlo  lay  befott 
<he  Houfe  the  minutes  they  have  taken>  &c. 

This  produced  a  fliort  convcrfationi  which  was  fupuorted 
by  Mr.  Browne^  Sir  tP^,  PnUcney^  Mr.  Alderman  Cwtls^yi^, 
Manningy  and  the  Cbtincellor  of  the  Exchequer',  al'icr  which  the 
ijjotion  Was  agreed  to,, 

On  reading  the  order  of  the  day  on  <he  bill,  to  empower  his 
M;\jefty  to  call  Parliament  together  at  .alt  times,  in  fourteeh 
days  after  proclamation,  &:c.. 

rAv.  fVi^ley  fuggcftcd  the  propriety,  of  poflpbn nig  thtf  bill 
until  after  the  other  prJers  of  the  day  virere  difpojcd  of,  ss  he 
apprehended  there  would  be  fome  difference  of  opinion  lipoli 
the  mtalure.     It  was  poftjxjoed  accordingly. 

The  following  bills  were  read  a  ttiird  lime  and  pafied,"    Tfic 
'  4  G  2  biU 


bill  for  an  '  aAlitlon  duty  oti  horfes  kept  for  plfSaRife. »  The, 

%\\\  for Allowing  bahk^  and  (vinking  compan^s  to' ifite  <fi|iaU. 

notc$  in  Scotland.    The'  bill  to  prevent  ccrtalti  public  ctBetn 
'  ef  revenue  to  vote  at  clc(ftitms  in  Scotland,     The  bill' to  double 

CDtnmiflionefs  of  ftamps  to  affix  the  proper  ftamps  to  deeds  and 
'othecjinftruments,  uport  payment  of  the  duty  and  a  certain 

fine.    The  bill  to  eXglain  and  aoiend  the  kgstiy  bill,  atK^tbfi 

confolidated  fund  bill.     ^ 

The  bill  to  allow  thejfcpvty  clerk  of  the  Houfc  ofComniona 

to  fend  l^treVs  and  packets  fjee  of  pofVage,  palled  a  Committee 

pf  the  whole  Houfe,  the  report  was  received  immediately,  and 

ttie  bill  was  ordered  to  be  in^rofled. 

•*  SHORT  NOTICE  FOR  CONVENING  TARUAMBNT* 

The  order  was  then  read  iipon  the  bill  for  altering  dw 
^ength  of  notice  of  calling^ Parliament  together  by  his  Majcfty'j 
jjrocjamation/ 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  was  de^i^ws  that  this  bill 
^uld  go  beforp  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfif  without 
delay,  as  he  had  mentioned  oh  a  former  occafion^  and  therefore 
be  movtd,  th^t  the  Speaker  do  how  leave  the  chair, 

lyir.  /i^^&7  obfervcd,  that  it  appeared  to  him  there  was  no 
prticular  neceilitv  for  tills  bill  at  this  morhernr,  &  that  befaw 
jio  reafoq  tp  prels  the  Houfe  upon  it  at  fb  late  a  period  of  the 
fcflion,  and  that  too  when  it  was  difficult  to  fbrm  a  Hbufe. 
indeed  it  appeared  to  him  a  little  odd  that  th0  Chancellor  of  th^ 
Exchcqper  fliould  move  that  this  bill  (bouldbe  read  a  firft  and 
iccdnd  time  in  one  day,  which  implied  hade ;  and  again  that 
Tic  fliould  moVe  to  have  it  printed,  which  implied  leifare.  He 
'did  npt  wi(h  to  impede  the  other  bufmefs  of  the  Houfe,  and 
{bat  was  the  reafon  why  he  defired  that  this  bill  fliould  be  poft- 
poned  until  after  the  other  bufincfs  wpi  gone  thtopgh ;  h^  he 
pppofed  it  th^n^  and  there  had  not  been  in  the  Houfe  a  fufficient 
number  to  conftitute  a  Houfe,  th^'di^ifioh  mufthave  occafion^ 
ed  ap  adjournment.  He  did  not  know  why  this  bill  was  now 
Introduced.  It  *  gave  to  MTnifttfrs' the  power  of  calling  Parlia^ 
mept  tcv;pther  after  a  prorogation  within  14  days,  in  all  cafes 
in  which  they  might  think  proper.  That'  they  fhould  be  (9 
palled  together  in  cafe  6f  rebellion  or  nivafion,  or  ^t^^neht 
ganger  of  invafion,  was  right  j  but  to  give  thif  power  to  the 
Mipiftcr  to  be  exercifed  at  his  will  and  pkafnre  did  not  ap^ 

ear  to  him*  to  be  prudent ;  apd  even  if  itr  was  thought  that, 
niidering  alfcirbum (lances;  fuch  a  meafore  ought  to  pafs. 
>  ypt  hp  thought  the  matter  much  too  important  to  pa&  in  ^ 


nerylatCf  a  period  of  t^ie  feffiQit»  9od  fo  very  thin  a  Houfe. 
:Hpd  be  knowa  that  ftich  a  matter  as  this  was  to  be  )>rpught 
ffUfmMd^  he  .ibpuld  not  the  other^y  .have  given  up  his  motiotY 
fee  ji  call  of  the  Houic.  He  obje&ed.  therefore  to  the  Speaker 
living  tbcchasr.       , 

'  The  Ghfinftffor  if.  the  Exct^qucr  ji7&  furprifed  at  ihe  cppofi* 
tiorv  that  was  ofered  to  this  bill ;  it  could  not  be  on  any  ground 
ef  conftitutional  jeabufy  of  the.  Ho'uie  iisainft  the  Eiecjutive 
Gcyr^rnixient,  1br.it  only  gave. a  'pow<r  pfxalling  Parliament 
'together,  not  of  doing  any  thing  without  the  advice  of  Parlia* 
inent.  He  thought  that  according  to  modern  improvements 
in  travelling,  and  the  ccliftity  of  aU  communication  from  one 
part  of  this  country  to  the  other,  14  daVs  gave  notice  fufficient 
for  the  meeting  of  Parli^tiilrnt 4  no  more  time  was  ever  allowed 
toiiienforoe  a  caul,  of  the  Hoiifet  and  bo  fivr  no  re^Toa  wliy 
more  (bonld  be  gven  in  duscafe ;  ,fae  confelled^that  he  thoi^giit 
the  Executive  government  ought  to  have  tht$  power. to  call 
fcr the»d  Upli^  hranchetof.tbe  legtfiatmie  $  J)e  did  not/o^n* 
fider  it  as  »' power  that  ought  tot !»  ^x^rciied,  ^only  ii^.Qafe  o( 
rebellion  or  invafion ;  but  he  confefied  fi-eely  he  thought  it 
ought  to  be  made  matter  of  general  regulation,  and  (lill  more 
fo  under  the  prelent  circmndancoa,  fo^  marry  and  very  impor*. 
tapt  events  might  happen,  in  which  jhe  Executive  tjovem- 
meut  would  want  the  aid  of  the  two*  Houfcs;  one  of  two 
likings  muft  be  doite,.and  the  Hottfe  would  judge  whIeKof 
them  would  be  the  moft  convenient ;  either  to  give  this  powe^ 
to  the  erown,  or  elfe.  be  fuhje£k  to  the  inconyeniencc  of  conti- 
nuing diefeflion  from,  time  to  time  by  fliort  adjouriiments,  that 
was  to  (ay,  not  to  put  an  end  to  the  XeSlon  at  all ;  for  thefe 
r»foHs  be  lioped  tbece  would  be  ti0  further  oppofioit  to  thil 

.  'Sir  ^..  Pulu^tj  <4i4»  that  \f  thia  hiU  was  to  be  confidered  ai 
^  a  general  meafurc,  be  very  much  indeed  doubted  the  propri^y 
-  of  it.  As  a  -tempprary  meafure,  he  (hould  have  nothing  to  hj 
againd  it,  bepaufe  the  circunvdances  of  the  time$  mig^it  make 
it  neceflary.  fiut  as  a  general  meafure,  he  muft  oppofe  it^ 
for  there  n)ight  be  cafes  io  which  .the  power  thp  Miniftef 
4vouId  have  by  this  bill,  might  bet  extremely  dangerous.  He 
did  not  like  the  idea  of  the  whole  pailiament  being  called  at 
the  will  of  a  Mirilfter  in  fourteen  days,  in  any  cafe  whlch^he 
might  think  fit  to  call  them  together  from  diftanr  parts  of  thd 
country,  to  hear  what  he  haci  to  fay  to  them.  He  h&d  io 
much  objcAioo  to  this  bill  tlist  he  muft  divide,  the  Qoufe 
upon  iL 

"The 
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Tlie  Chanetllif^  ibe  Krcheguer  fa  id,  that  as  the  honourahltf 
BMTonel  was  ready  to*  aiietit  to  this  as  a  temporaty  medfure* 
although  he ohje£ted  to  tc'ds  a  permat^ent  ohe,  that  appeared 
to  him  to*bc  tin  argument  for  going  into  the  Committee.  Bu"^ 
he  would  declare  freely  that  he  (hould  perfift  in  calling  upon 
the  Houie  to  makethis  a  permanent  mcafare,  "bccaufe  he  was 
Convinced  of  its  rteceflity.     ' 

-   M  there  were  not  a  fafiicicnt  number  of  members  in  lh6 
Houfe  there  was  nodivifiony  but  an  immediate  adjournment. 
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Kead  a  thifd  time*  anfl  pafled  the  mfblvent  debtors',  and  a 
litimber  of  Other  jiublic  bills,  alid  ordered  tkem  to  befent  to 
tlie  Commons.  •       «  •  '     ,  -     ^ 

'  Reeeivedalfo  from ibe  Common!  (bveral  biib»  which  wcrcf 
fead  a  firft  time«<^--AdjoQmed«  ^  .  "-       ' 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

;  yir.  Ji^annin^  brought  up  the  report  of  the  Commntceofi' 
the  wet  deck  bill,  which  was  ordered  to  lie  upon  (he  table. 

.  The  deputy  clerk  of  the  Hou(e  of  Commons  franking  bill 
was  read  a  third  time  and  pfled. 

....  The  bill  fpr  granting  to  his  Majefiy  the  power  of  graiitixig 
rot)(U^onal  pardon  to  pe^fons  yndcr  fi^t^nqe  ofnav^court^ 
martial  was  read  a  third  time  and  pafied.  •  - 

SHOItT  NOTICE  FOR  COnVexi'nG  PARLIAI^ENT; 

The  Chancellor  of  thf£xciequcr  ,moved,  that  the  Houfe  rc7 
folve  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the  ^yhple  rfoufc  Oj^  the  bill  to 
enable  hl$  Majedy  to  a^cmble  Parji^mcnt  a|  fourteen  day^ 
notice..  .....         I 

Sir  ff^ill'am  Pukemy  faid,  he  had  po  objefiiops  to  the  bill  ai^ 
a  temporary  mcafure,  but  ,he  had  a  great  many  objedions  (9 
it  as  a  permanent  one.  He  hoped  tlut  the  Houfe  were,  not  fo 
deficient  in  refpcft  for  their  anceftors  as, to  fuppofe  that  they 
bad  aded  wrong  for  fuch  a  number  of  years  in  abiding  by  thp 
prefent  regulation,  it  was  contended  now  that  fourteen  days 
were  a  fufficient  notice,  but  w.as  a  notice  all  that  wjis  reouircd/ 

Was 


I 


Was  it  fapppfed  that  members  .of .  FarliaOMnt  were  to  be  |ict^ 

pctual  drudgcf  in  the  ftrvico  of  ihj;  public,  and  that  thcyw^n^ 
;o  dedicate  ly^  part  of  their  tim^  to.  their  own  private  cpncenw-^ 
This  n(;v^r,vya^  the  fituation  in  which  parliament  was  intende4 
by  the  coiiftitution  to  be  placed;  they  vvcreappoin&sd  a$  repre- 
fentativcs  of  the  people  for  the  puqapfc  of  mjeeting  or|  greiat  oc- 
cafions  to  controul  tlie  Executive  Governmeiit»     The  prefent 
bill  would  pat  tl)ein  upon  the  footing  of  a  military  corps,  ready 
to  bt  cjIM  ou.t  by  the  Minifter  at  a  nioment's  warning,     iff 
the  (nilitia  could  be  called  out  in  time  of  peace  at  the  orders 
of  the  commanding  officers,  no  gentlemen  of  ihdependant  for- 
tune would  accept  of  a  commiffioa  \a  the  fcrvice,  and  in  the 
fame  in^nner,   if  this  new  reflation  was  adopted  it  wouM 
banifh  gentlemen  of  fortune  from  Parliament.     It  might  be 
faUli  that  they  might  rely  vyith  fafety  upon  the  difcretion  of  di^ 
Kjinifter;  but  why  truft  to,  tl)at  difcrctipn  ?  The  bill  now 
.before  the  Houfe  would  prevent  a  number  of  membeh  of  Par* 
Jian^tsnt  from  going  abroad  \  in  (hort,  it  would  put  them  en- 
tirely on  the  fociting  of  a  ftai\ding  array  under  the  command 
•of  the   Minifter.     Another  obferyation  which  he  thought  it 
his  d>iiy  to  make  was  thr  mode  in  which  the  bill  had  been  intfo- 
duccd  into  the  Houfe,  namely^  after  it  had  been  pafled  by  the 
Lords.     Me  thought  it  was  iK>t  at  all  (it^ing  that  fuch  a  bill  as 
'  .this  fhould  have  originated  with  the  ariftocracy  of  the  country : 
.be  knew  that  the  fiords  might  legally  originate  any  bill  except- 
ing a  money  hill ;  but  what  was  legal  was  one  thing,  and  what 
was  decent: and  decorous  was  another.     Ax  all  former  periods 
when  any  infringement  of  the  corfHitation   was  deemed  nccef- 
Tary,  it  was  done  at  tirft  by  way  of  a  tempor^iry  meafurc,  for 
inftance*.  thc'miUtia  aft,  and  Mr.  Grenville's  ad»  were  at  firft 
only  paiTcd  as  temporary  meafures ;  but  in  the  prefent  inflance 
the  infringement  was  to  be  rendered  perpetual ;  for  thefe  rea- 
fons  he  fhotjld  give  his  hearty  oppodtion  to  every  ftage  of  the 
bill.     It  might   be  faid  that  all  the  objcdlions  he  had  dated, 
might  be  removed  by  going  into  a  Committee ;  but  tlie  Chan*- 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  already  announced  his  determina- 
tion not  to  alter  any  of  the  claufcs  of  it,  and  he  kt)ew  too  well 
that  at  this  period  of  ilic  fcllion,  a  Minifter  could  get  any  mca* 
fure  pafled  juft  in  the  form,  he  thought  fit. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  profefled  himfelf  much  at  a 
lofs  how  loenter  into  the  difcuffion  with  the  honourable  baronet. 
He  had  often-heard  that  nothing  was  mofe  wnfafc  in  argument 
than  to  reaf^p.upon  a  fimile  or  a  metaphor,  and  be  now  fov.nfi. 
that  it  was  unfafe  in  proportion  as  it  was  uncommon  in  tlie 
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fpcsiker  to  make  ofe  of  tfietn.     The  ho^oiirablQ  -Oentlemant 
had  bit  upon  a  figure  laft  ^ifht  to  which  .he  thought  proper 
to  compare  the  regulations  of  fiie  ^rcfcnt  biH.     He  had  thooghA 
upon  it  aYid  flept  upon  it,  ^tid  ftillf  it  h^Id  pofief&on  of  his  mind 
that  pariiatftent  was  about.tQ^I>e  put  under  regulations,  corref- 
ponding  to  martial  law.     He  did  not  think  that  any  one  who 
Ti'as  not  as  miich  attached  to  the  figure  tfs  the  honourable 
baronet  wbuld  be  able  to  trace  any  relcmblancie  between  them. 
The  bill  did  not  go  to  vary  the  power  ^fted  by  the  conftitu^' 
Vion  in  th^  Executive  Govern  men  t;  air  that  it  went  to  w;r*; 
merely  to  narrow  the   time  in  which  that  power  might  be 
exercifed.     The  queftion  then  was  Timply  this,  whether  four^ 
teen  days  was  a  Cufficient  nptice  to  members  of  Parliament? 
That  it  was  .fufEcient  the  prfl/9ice  of  flie  conftltution  already 
eftabliflied,  by  giving  the  ki  ng  the  power  of  aflembling  Parliament 
upon  thatnotice,  wnei>  the  mUitia  is  called  out^  or  in  czksif 
a6lual   rebellion.     The  honourable  Baronet  urged  the  pro>- 
priety  of  not  departing  frpm 'the  ufagcof  our  anceftors,  fot^ 
getting  the. modern  improvement  in  the  conveyance  of  lettciia 
and  travelling  by  pbft,  by  which  a  (horter  notice  was  become 
equivalent  to  one  of  greater  length  in  fortmer  timed.    And  wa» ' 
there  any  rcfemblance  'in  fubftance  between  the  king'  oaHtfig 
Parliament  to  confult  them  upon  the  affairs  of  the  nation,  md 
putting  them  undei'  martial  hw?  Still  left  could  it  bean  obiec«* 
lion  to  the  ineafiire,  that  hccaDfe  two  or  three  members  warned 
to  go  abroad  to  fpend  the  fummtr  in  another  country,  that  his 
Majcfty  fiioiitd  he  deprived  cf  die  advice  and  affiftance  of  the 
kgtfiature  at  a  critical  cbiijunfi^re.     As  to  the  obfefvation^ 
that  it  was  indecerit  that  it  fhbuid  drfginate  in  \he  Houfe  df 
Lords,  a^  its  provifions  were  common  and  equaHf  ap(>licahle'' 
to  both  Hottfes  of  ParBament,  hefaw  nb  indeeeinfcy  in  its  oH-' 
gifiating  in  the  one  more  thail  in  the  other.     He  h^d;  there- 
fbie,that  theobjeft  of  thte  blir'vrould  not  be  fruftftted  by  d  ' 
fanciful  and- metaphorical  objei^onV 

Mr.  ffir/cy  oppofcd  the  Spcakcr*$  Icivittg  thef  chair,  upon 
thegioun£  with  Sir'W.  I^lltcueV.  ' 

The  Houfe  divided. 

jfyesp         —  —      .        —  *-         4^ 

N$e^9      . —       — :'  *    '^  -— .       3 

'\  Majority^  46 

The  bill  jpaflcd  through  the  Committee,  was  rtporte4»  an4 
read  a  tbjr4  time,  after  which  tlie  Houfe  adjourtied. 

-  ,  HOUSE 


'  HOtrgE  OF  LORDS. 

Monday,  7^^' 7- 

foots  APPlJkL*  " 

The  Atmney  General  was  heard  ih  reply  finally  on  the  part 
dl  the  appellants  in  the  cafe  Scott,  Moncriefic,  arid  Dale^ 
V.  Hotinftown,  Macdowell,  and  others.  After  which,  their 
JLordfhips,  on  the  fuageftion  of  the  Lord  Chancellor,  (who 
dated  the  great  difficulty  that  took  place  In  coming  to  a  deci- 
fion  upon  the  occafion),  affirtned  the  jadgment  of  the  Coart 
of  Scflion. 

The  cafe  pf  Newland  and  Sniith,  which  h  of  confidcrabl6 
itpportancis,  was,  on  the  recomitiendation  of  the  Lord  Chan- 
ccllor,  deferred  until  next  SeffioYi. 

The  various  bills  upon  the  Table  were  fdk'warded  in  their 
refpcdiive  ftages. 

S0RGEONS*  BILL. 

The  order  of  the  day  for  the  diii;d  reading  of  the  Surgeons* 
Bill  having  been  moved  and  read,  . 

Lord  nurJaw  rofe,  and  went  venr  much  at  large  into  a  con* 
fideration  of  the  billy  and  of.  th^.i^ngularcircum  (lances  that, 
had  attended  it£nce  he  happened ^o  he.gt  all  acquaftited  with 
it     He  faW  there  never,  he  believco,  had  been  a  cafe,  in  which 
a  ftronger  ^^fpofition* to  take F^rliiiment.by  furprife  had  been, 
ibewn,  a  Oi^atter  that  ajil  times  Qught  to.he  regai;dcd  as  a  rca-' 
fonable  groiind  of  jcaloufy  s^ndiufpicion.     The  Biffhad  cer-  . 
tainly  paffe^  the  otjj^r  Houfe^  an^  K>nc  through  two  ftagcs  m^ 
their  Lordihipi'  Hpufe  before  it  challenged  much  obfervat ion  ;' 
his  firH  acquaintance  with  the  BuGnefs  was  purely  accidental, 
and  arofe  from  the  circuraftance  of  his  having  heard  tJtat  the 
Corporation  of  Surgeons  had  purchafe>l  a  large  houfe  in  Lin- 
coln's Inn   Fields  ror  the  pui:pote  of  diffcdion,  which  was 
complained  of,  by  the  very  refpeSable  inhabitants  of  its  neigh* 
bourhood  as  a  gre£it  and  mbft  filthy  nuifance;  and  a  beallly 
nuifance  it  undoubtedly  was.    He  objected  to  the  bilfs  paffing 
in  its  prc£bnt  fornu  beca^fe  he  had  not  had  any  reafonable  op- 
portunity of  difcufiing  it;  and  he  vras  certain  other  noble 
Lords,  whaobjefted  to  the  bill,  ftocxl  prectfely  in  die  fame 
predicament  with  himfelf.,    It  had  been  boafted  of  by  fome 
of  thqfe  noble  |^rds  who  JTupported  the  bill,  tliat  this  bill  had 
had  the  fingular  honour  to  pafs  through  three  committees  j  be 
knew  it  had  lomehow  or  other  rjiiA^^  through  three comioitfees. 
He  couldf  not  fay  what  had  palled  at  all  of  them,  becaufe  he 
had  not  been  prefent  at  each,  but  in  the  committee  that  he 
did  atrend,  he  heard  a  fingle  witncfs  examined,  Mr.  Okef^ 
Yi    ni.iyt^j.  4H  Belfiur, 
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Belfair,  and  he  dep9fefl  tjutfince  the  yeiir  1745  London  had 
incrcaf^d  in  extent  and  population,  and  that  a  great  number 
of  additional  houfes  had  been  built.  He  found  alfpfomie  neblft 
I/}rds,  deeply  engaged  in, profound  difquifitionsof  ratlier  an  ex« 
triordinary  fort,  conf^dering  the  fubjc£i  before  the  committee. 
He  even  heard  mention  made  of  Arirtocracy,  Democracy^  Och- 
locracy, and  all  tl)e  learned  terms  of  fpeculative  polky.  Forhis 
own  part,  he  did  not  confidcr  Ariftocracy  as  the  beft  of  aU  pof- 
Cbjc  forms  of  government ;  but  he  was  rather  more  tncUned  to* 
wards  it,  and  thought  better  of  it  than  of  either  of  the  other  two. 
Democracy  or  Ochlocracy.  With  rcfpeft  to  the  new-cbffed 
Jacobins,  the  petitioners  againft  tlieBiiJ,  though  no  friend  toja* 
cobinifm,  bethought  the  Jacobins,  as  they  Were  termed  on  this 
occaAon,  who  came  forward  to  refift  the  tyranny  of  the  few 
who  wanted  to  get  all  the  power  intotheir  own  bands^  deferv* 
ed  fome  mercy.  The  term  Jacobia  indeed,  in  tbiscafe^  did  not 
fignify  much,  not  more  than,  when  children  in  ilie  ftreet  cry  out 
*^  A  mad  dog  !**  to  frighten  pafTengers.  He  aflbred  their  Lord- 
(hips  that  he  had  noconne&ions  with  the  parties  on  either  fide, 
and  dUI  not  care  three  farthings,  as  far  as  refpedi  to  them  went, 
whether  the  bill  paffcd  or  not.  He  knew)ittle  of  the  furgeon* 
before  the^i II  came  into  theHoufe,  and  from  what  he  hadtha 
misfortune  to  have  been  obliged  toknowof  fome  of  them*  be  was 
rfifguftcd  completely,  and  was  not  defirous  of  knowing  much 
more  about  them.  H9  looked  to  the  bill  merely  with  a  view  to 
the  pu'hiic,  and  as  it  wa^  effentialiy  conne£lcd  with  the  heahh 
and  well-being  of  mankind  ;  confiderations  well  worthy  the  fori- 
dus  attention  of  every  one  of  their  Lord(hip8.  Indeed  the  whole  ' 
of  the  bill  was  a.  miferable  and  wretched  performance,  in 
which  the  arrogance  of  the  proviGons  maintained  an  eqtial 
conteft  with  their  abfurdity.  He  faw  no  neceflity  for  creSing 
the  Corj)orat!on  of  Surgeons,  which  was  a  Livery  Company 
V^ithirt,  and  belonging  to  the  JurifdiSion  of  the  City  of 
London,  into  a  college,  vvithajl  the  high  founding  titles  of 
Prcfident,  Vicc-PrcluicntSi  Ccnfors,  Fellows,  &c.  that  be- 
lonjT  to  a  learned  Body  ;  every  .man  mull  fee  that  if  this  bill 
palftsl,  what  would  be  the  confequ^nce:  their, elder  brerluen, 
the  Barbers,  would  come  forward  next  year,  and  defire  to  he 
made  a  College  alfo;  and  if  thtfe  younger  brothers  were  fo 
coiiflituted,  it  would  be  impofliblc  to  deny  the  fame  fevour  to 
the  Jwrent  ftock;  for  thefe  furgeons  were  noth'mg  more  than 
a  fcibn  from  the  Barber  Surgeons*  Company.  The  Barbers 
and  Barber  Surjjcons  were  erefled  into  one  Corporatibn  by  the 
Thifty-fccond  of  Heniy  VllL,  confirmed  by  the  Fiftn  of 
Chailes  I ,  arid  made  two  fepardte  and  diftind  corporations 
'    .'  bjr 


7»tT  17.J       WOODFALUS  PARLIAMEKTARY  REPORTS,  iif 

by' the  Eighteenth  of  George  ll.     It  was  ?iffigned,  araqng^  , 
other  rcafoni  for  this  reparation,  that  i.^Was  not  proper  that 
tbtjfr  who  w^regrtingj  Shout  among  Toul  difoi^clets/haricilinj^ 
tiicerr,  curing  cbfc  itch,  tht  pj*,  arid  putrid  fores, 'rtioufd  b«    ' 
allowed  to  Waih  people's  faces,  btid  father  thcfir  Heard?.     The 
fuTgconSi  thertfare,  foi*  the  fak6  of  paMii' "convenience^   and 
in  complrance  with  their  own  wiftics,  ahd  at'tlieir  own  define, ' 
were  made  a  diftm<£k  corporation,  yet'iin  the  fame  principles   * 
as  the  harbert  werd  a  corporation',  and* they  ^ere  defcribcd  ii^ 
thc*A<a  of  Parliament  ipftjfimis  urminis  as  the  Barbers  wcrc,^ 
They  were  therefore  clearly  a  corporate  trading  Company. 
and,  a  part  of  the  City  of  London,  though  the  contrary  had.' 
becnaflerterf;  but  Ho  harrifter  of '\brcc  yeafs  flanding  could^ 
have  been  fo  ignoraht  os  to  have  faid  fo. 

If  the  Bill  wastopafs;  he  fliould-mbvc  leveral  alterations;^ 
one  he  had  fubmitted  to  the  'Committee,  where  it  had  beca 
over-ruled— -it  "tvas  a  ciaufe  enfirely  to  aniiul  'th<j  Corporation'^ 
of  Surgeon^  (nftituted  under  'the' Eighteenth  of  George.ll., 
and  toereda  royal  coflege,  independent  of  the  Cltyof  London^, 
in  its  place.     He  knew  not  what'ahrwer  to  give  to  the  deniand 
of  inftituting  fuc'H  a  college  as  that  under  the  prefent  bill  would;    . 
be~at^oncca  collegfe  and  a  trading  corporal i6n      By  the  prjn*, 
.  ciples  provided  for  by  thfe  Bill,  the  C  )llee;e  of  Surgeons  undcfr. 
it  would  form  one*  of  the  moft  extraordinary,  ufclefs  fet  of 
learned  men  that  ever  were  "hung  found  the  neck  of  learning.   , 
The  abfurdities  and  contradii^ions  of  this  wretched  bill  W9r€^ 
fo  obvious,  that  'feveral  nohle  Lords  had  tried  in  th^  Cominit- 
tee  to  offer  weans  of  ameU6fation.     Various  regulations  rand 
amendments  had  been  fuggefted,  and  it  was  underftood  ^t  the 
time  that  they  were  to  be  adopted  andinft  rted  ;  hut  they,  never- ,  „ 
thelcfsi  were*not  to  be  found  in  the  hill.  How  this  happened  was 
to  him  aftonilhing,  as  the  nohle  Prelate  who   fat  ih  the  chair 
of  thcfe  committees,  had    generally   rhanifeiled  great  atten*^ 
tion,  and  filled  the  chair  with  equal  advantage  to  the  Houfct 
and  credit  to  himfelf.     His  Lord(hip  declared  he  fpw  no  rca-   r 
fon  upon  earth  for  hurrying  the  bill  through  the  Houfe,  com^ 
pared  with  the  riik   of  detriment  to  the  public,  that,  with-, 
out  very  great  alterations,  it  would  infallibly  produce. 

He  (aid,  he  had  much  objedlion  to  the  claufc  confirm- 
iog  the  exilling  bye-laws,  becaufe  feveral  of  the  bve-laws  of' 
the  Company  appeared  to  be  moft  abfurd.  By  one  of 
thefc  bye-laws  no  furgeon  was  to  pradlife  pharmacy,  or 
midwifery,  or  other  trades;  if  he'  did,  he  was  -  excluded , 
from  being  au  examiner,  or  from  office  or  rank  in  the  col- 
lege. What  was  to  be  underftood  bv^  ^ther  trade's  he  was 
•  a  ■  *  utterly 


Utterly  at/ai  lofs  to  imagine^  utile($  it  wai  qkant  that  Biey 
were  not  to  fcc  carpcatcfs  or*  fiirriers,  or  to  carry  on  trades  of 
that  dcfcription.     It  was*  a  rt ft nfiion  equally  oppre'ffive  and 
ridiculous  •  and.  as  thU  reftridion  npceffarily  ^tended  to  atir 
rifts,  oculift?,  and  dentifts,  he  was  fonyrwlwl  fuVpVifcd  to  find 
lyir.  Jonathan  Wiath6n*s  name  in  the  lift  of  the  Brft  coundl- 
lors  of  the   corporation  named  in  the  bill :  but  he  had  been 
told  that  he  might  b^  w.eil  affured  MK  Watben  would  never 
get  a  ftep  higlicr,  and  muft  neither  hope  to  be  a  Ccnfor,  a 
V  ice-Prcfident^  or  a  Prcfident.    Thus  becaufe  an  individual, 
by  dint  ot  deep  'lludy,  profound  enquiry,  and  fuccefsful  ex*- 
periment,  had  ipade  liirpfelf  c:ipah]e  of  curing  the  diforder$ 
incidental  to  the  mofl  delicate  organ  of  the  human  frame» 
about  which,  comparatively,  the  whole  of  thp  -membw^  ot 
this  learned  Corporation  put  together  knew  little  or  nothing 
ffor  he  was  himfelf  an  un&rtunate   witnefs  what  a  mifc- 
jable  bungler  a  mere  furgeon  was  when  he  meddled  with  the 
eye),  he  was  to  be  excluded  from  that  didiiiguiihed  rank  and 
fituarion  in  the  Corporation  to  which  his  own  fuperior  (kill 
and  knowledge  entitled  him   in  preference  to  his  fellows* 
Wliy  pharmacy  was  not  to  be  pradifed  by  a  furgeon  who  was 
to  be  an  examiner,  was  alio  to  him  a  moft  unaccountable  head 
of  objeftion.     The  fur^eons  of  the  Navy,  aa  well  as  thofe  of 
the  Arniy,  were  to  pa(s  under  the  fanSion  of  the  examining 
furgcons  of  the  Corporation  ;  and  what  fort  of  a  furgeon  for  €w 
ther  Army  or  Navy  woqM  that  man  prove  who  was  unacquaJnt-r 
ed  with  pharmacy?  What  was  ftill  moreabfurc),thefcexaminera. 
alfo  WC1  e  to  examine  the  medicine  chcfts ,  and  yet  they  were  not 
to  touch  medicine,  or  to  know  any  thing  about  it.  In  fhort,  he 
did  not  know  what  they  were  to  do  fit  to  quaWy  them  for  their 
office.     The  Corporation  profeflcd  the  healing  art,  while  they 
rejeftcd  the  very  means  by  wl^ich  health  was  to  be  roftorccf. 
Their  Lord  (hips  indeed,  who  lived  in  affluence,  might,  when 
indilpofed,  well  afford  to  have  their  phyfician,  furgeon,  an4 
apothecary  didinAly  attending  them,  and  adminiflering  their 
refpc£tive  afliftance  as  long  as  ihcy  could  perfuade  them  to 
keep  their  beds  ;  but  to  feel  the  injurious  efeft  of  fuch  abTurd 
regubtions,  their  Lordihips  miift  look  a  great  deal  lower  than 
themfelves.  Let  them  conflder  the  fiiuation  of  the  middlrng  ranks 
and  of  the  poor.  How  could  they  procure  an  alleviation  of  their 
diiVeflTes  if  fuch  regulations  v^rc  to  be  enforced  }  and  that  was  a 
con ri<Vrar!on  entitled  to  their  mofl  ferious  attention  when  about 
to  pa^s  a  billof  that  nature.  Above  all  their  Lordfhips  were  bound 
Rotate  C.I  re  of  the  poor  foldiers  and  fa  i  lors,  who  had  fought  tlic 
bamcs  of  thpir  Qountry,  and  received  wounds  in  its  fervice,  and 

to 
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t9.i)o  (bfi^eiMi^ppre  \n  behalf  of  ibpfc  forgcQOt  of  the  n^yy 
^t\i  ^roiy  who  had.gope  throu|^i  the  fetigue  arud'r>nj|ue  of  at- 
t€n4in|  tb^i^  and  adinimdcring  relief  aod  aiSiUnce  to  thetn 
wWW  S^hting  abroad,  than  the  ib4bby  provifipn  of  the  (Vatute, 
whiv^h  aUo>\ed  Uiem  to  fvc  up  in  any  m<jirket-town'in  England, 
after  hav«Tg  t^a  twelve  mouthy  in  tJip  puWic  fervice  amoupt-r 
ed  to,  Thefc  roen  ought  t>y  iu>  iiieans  to  he  thrown  on  th« 
pr^fymptQops  hpdy,  propofeo  to  becrei^d  into  a  college,  but 
were  well  ^entitled  to  forne  ptv^uliar  bopour  and  favour  for  their 
valuable  ferviccs  to  ihcir  country  •  if  the  bill  went  on  he  certainly 
fliogid  confidpr  it  incuml»^at  oa  bun  to  propofc  federal  addi- 
tjpnal  claufcs  ^n4  regulations^  ar<f  one  that  he  (hould  prcfs  tho 
.0ipft  carneflly,.  becaufe  he  thougjit  it  abfolutely  due  froni  the 
cpuntry,  to  ih?  d<;fcriptiQn  of  Vnep'torious  men  he  had  jull  men- 
tioned], WQohJ  1)$:  a  claufc.in  thfeir  favour.  On  what  ground 
.  of  realooabie  jufti^e  alfo  wa^  it,  he  alfo  defircd  to  know,  that 
if  the'bill  g^v^  to  the  (mall  ouniher  of  naenibers  of  the  coUegei 
j(?[ico^.ioned.  in  it  (with  thc^JkAion  of  two  others,  to  be  chofen 
by  thenafeives)  fovc reign. right  of  tl^e  fupervifal,  controul,  re- 
gul^rion,  and  management  of  all  the  concerns  of  the  corporation^ 
und  power  tpahenatc  its  propexty,  funds,  calb,  &c.  witfiout  any 
check  >vhatever,  to  guard  againfl  abufes^  to  which  the  propofition 
of  fuch  imrocjnfe  uncontrou/cd  ppwer  held  out  temptations  al-» 
ipoft  too  ftrong  for  the  fallibijilty  of  human  nfiture  to  refift  ? 

.  Another  nu^  unnre^xiTany. and  fcandalous  power  to  be  givea 
tp  the  new  Cpllege,  under  a  bye-law,  was  the  rigbjt  tp  demand 
5^71,  for  a  diploma.  .  It  was  mameful  that  the  health  of  tho 
pvblic  (bpvld  be  taxed  in  tliis  manner,  and  however  able  their 
Lord(hips  spight  be.  tp  heap  all  the  aggravated  expenc^s,  that 
this  hill  would  throw  on  tl^e  attendance  of  their  furgeop^  it 
was  hafd  iadeed,,  to  grind  the  face  of  the  poor  to  the  bone ;  if 
therefore  the  bill  were  to  pafs*  he  fhould  move  that  the  price  rf 
a  diploma,  fliould  be  reduced  to  five  pounds,  which  be  thought 
amply  fufiicient.  Indeed  z^L  for  a  diploma  was  fo  exorbitant 
a  demand,  th^t  s\a  man  but  a  furgebn  could  have  thought  of 
fuggeftingit.         .,  /        \ 

The  claufc  pf  ,th^  bjlj  exteodinathc  jurifdiiSlion  of  the  cor- 
poration of  Surgeons  to  *^  ten  ^lUcs  dii^ant  from  London  and 
Wcflminfter  and  enabling  tJiat  whoever  fhould  prailicc  fur-r 

Ssry,  by  word,  or  writings  or  fign,  without  a  diploma  of 
ic  College,  (hould  forfeit  and  pjy  the  penalty  often  pounds, 
for  every  month  that  he  or  they  lliould  fopradlife,"  was  a  mod 
jniquitpps,  mprciiefs,  and  oppr^i&ve  plaufe.  In  the  fir(l  pbce 
the  woids  "  who  (hould  praftife  furgcry/*  were  moft  indefi- 
nite an4  inexplicit,  calculated  to  warrant  as  many  litigation$ 

as 
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au^the  malice  of  the  College  might  be  prompted  to  inftitute. 
What  was  ill rgery?  it  clearly  was  not  a  fcienc^.;;  What  was 
irthcn?  It  ^Vould,  he  believcdj  puzzle  any  man*  vrho  wi(h«* 
etf  to  be  ilrtderftoxl,  and  was  able  jto  convey  clear  idca^,  to  fay. 
rfiftrnflly  what  it  was.  In  the  next  place,  he  fuppoGsd 
praftifirrg  by  nvord^  meant  by  Incantation^^  a  pretty  cxtraor* 
dmary  ipecies  of  prnSxe^  to*  be  alluded ,  t6,  in  thefe  en- 
lightened times.  Aslo  praftiling  h\Jign,  the  h&.  was,  that, 
by  a  ftatute  ftili  In  force,  ihe  barbers  and  furg^^o.rs,  were  each 
ordered  to  hive  a  pole  at  thiV  doots,  by  way  of  fign,  an<l  as  an 
cn^Mem  of  their  trade.  The  birhers  •  pole  was  to  have  cither 
bhie,  or  red  ^nd  white  flripes,  and  nctliing  more.  The  fur- 
gettns  pole  was  to  have  fimifar  ftripcs,  and  porringers  with  red 
rags  it  the  bottom-  and  firings  of  teeth  aniiex?d»  hanging  to 
them-,  to  denote  thefr  particular  vocation  and  trade  ;  and  if  the 
bit!'  was  to  be  carried  on,-  he  would  certainly  move,  as  one  of 
the  amendments  he  ftiould  have  to  propofe,  that  the  furgeons 
ihould  c\x&.  tHeir  ancient  pole,  potringers  dw^  teeth,  to  (hew. 
that  they  carried  on  their  trade  with  the  legal  figrt.  But  ex7 
dufive  of  the  enormous  and  unrcafonahk  expence  of  pur- 
chafing  diplomas,  and  the  money  it  would  produce,  which 
wouW  he  twice,  or  thrice  as  much,  nay,  would  be  quadruple  be- 

Jond  what-  the  reafonable  purpofcs  of  liie  inftiturion  could  poffi- 
le  require,  under  the  claufe  for  extending  the  jurifdiition  of  the 
College,  all  rrtanner  of  pcrfons  pradlifing  turgcry,  and  all  that 
might  be  Comprehended  under  that  indefinite  term  witliouta 
diploma,  woiihr  be  liable  to  forfeit  loL  for  each  and  every 
month,  on  conviftion  of  having  praSifcd  tho(c  branches,  which  ' 
the  regolations  of  the  College  profcribed.;  and  that  there  might  ^ 
be  BO  bounds  tothcmaliceofthe  College,  and  the  malignity  of 
their  profectrtions,  thefuits  were  to  be  carried  on  at  the  expence 
of  the  corporttion,  who  were  to  recover  full  cofts  upon  con- 
vidton.  It  was  needlefs  his  Lordflilp  faid,  to  enter  into  a  de- 
tail of  the  laws  refpedting  cofts^  but  the  rnere  cofls  recovered 
by  the  profccutors  on  an  aftion  cf  debt  for  lol.  might  reafon- 
ably  be  eilimated  at  50I.  taxed  t!ofts,  and  as  the  coAs  of  the  de- 
fence wouW,  at  leaO,  be  50I.  more,  the  cofts  on  both  fides, 
would  amotsnt  to  lool;  (which  might  be  multiplied  by  fuing 
for  feveral  penalties)  a  fum  (b  lai-ge,  that  it  might  entail  ut- 
ter rtiin  on  a  man  and  his  whol6  faitnily,  who  might  happen  to 
become  the  vi£liwj  of  the  malice  and  tyranny  of  this  defpotic 
and  arbitrary  College. 

With  rcgwd  to  the  faft  of  the  Company  of  Surgeons  having 
difpofed  of  their  hall,  and  bought  at  a  high  price  a  houfe  it\ 

*        '     Vidt.3  Hcxuy  uiii*  c;»p- 11. 

Lincoln's- 
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LincolnVInn  Fields^  for  the  purpofc  of  difledi^pv  an^giyofit 
which  hat!  been  defeated,  by  thp  remonftrancc  of  a. laoft  rer 
fjpe£table  inhabitancy)  with  which  he  was  well  acqgaipted,  i£ 
this  Corporation  were  not  fo  favourite  a  body»  he  had  no  doubt 
but  their  Lordlhips  would  agree  with  him,  that  they  had 
a£bed  moil  improperly,  and  that  they  ought  to  be  fent  back 
with  their  beaftly  nuifance  to  the  pfacc  from  whejice  they 
came,  as  near  to  Newgate  as  poffible.  With  this  view  he 
had  moved  in  the  Committee  tliat  they  fhoutd  be  obliged  to  ^ 
procure  a  place  for  the  purpofe  of  public  diflcflion  with- 
in One  hundred  yards  of  the  ordinary  place  of  public  execution 
for  the  Cities  of  London  and  W'cftminfler.  Tha(  motion  had, 
been  over-ruled,  and  a  noble  Lord  (Lord  Auckland)  had  pro^ 
pofed  three  hundred  yards,  inftead  of  one  hundred.  He  added« 
that  he  had  no  doubt,  if  the  bill  paffed,  but  that  it  was  meant 
they  (hould  ufe  their  newly  purchafed  houfc  in  Lincola's-Inn 
Fields  for  the  purpofc.  ' 

His  Ix)rd(hip  faid  that  upon  4  'full  confideration  of  the' 
bill,  it  was  fo  wretched  a  pertordance,  Co  contradi£lory  tq 
its  principle  (or  at  lead  what  it  avowed  to  he  its  principle,i. 
in  its  claufes,  the  provifibns  bf  it  fo  little  accorded  with  the 
preamble,  and  in  fhort  the  whole  of  the  bill  was  fuch  a  ' 
jumble  of  abfurdittes,  that  hb  could  only  confider  it  as  a 
farce,  a  downright  farce,  not  fit  to  go  forth  to  the  w:orld  as  « 
performatice  fanAioned  and  approved  by  fo  grave  an  aflepcibly 
as  that  he  was  then  addreffing^  he  therefore  conjured  their 
Lordfhips  as  gentlemen  as  well  as  Peers,  to  alk  thcmfelycs 
ferloufly,  wHether  it  would  not  be  more  advifeable  to  podpone 
paflSng  any  bill  on  the  fubjeft  that  feflion,  and  deferring  it 
till  the  whole  matter  of  it  could  be  better  digefted,  and  till 
a  bill  lefs  free  from  objedlion,  lefs  oppreflive,  and  more 
prafiicable,  as  well  asmore  ufeful  to  the  health  and  well- 
being  of  mankind,  couldbe  introduced. 

But  it  was  faid  great  expencehad  been  incurred  by  the  Cor- 
poration of  Surgeons  in  profecuting  this  bill,  and  yet  when  an 
argument  was  ufed  in  the  Committee,  by  a  noble  Friend  of  his, 
a  noble  Duke  not  then  prefent,  (the  Duke  of  Bedford)  with  rc- 
fpefttointroducing  acliufe  toexonerate  the  petitioner&againft 
the  biU  for  the  expence  they  had  been  at  in  their  f^pofition 
to  the  bill,  what  was  the  infolent  anfwer  given  by  one  of 
the  warmeft  advocates  for  the  bill,  and  one  of  its  mod  ear-^' 
neft  fupporters  "  That's  their  ohjeft,  give  them  fifty  pdufids 
and  you'll  hear  no  more  of  their  oppofition  ?  Admit  fuch  a 
c}aufe  and  it  will  encourage  oppoutloh.'*  Ercourage  op- 
pofition !' 


ib9         'IWOWAKL'SFARLMLMfirrAky  WfOtn     ..  '(to»»iy: 
pDittion  ?   WoOld  th^if'  Lordtbif^  then  difcoidigQaQppojBT joft 
Md  dnre  from  theirbar^  men  wlia <:ame to  daiin their pfotcQ—* 
flofl  againji  ablTlj,  that  wts  totake  away  their  lyfepnAy-md'^UfT 
Aihilare  them  at  a'ftngte  flroke  ?  To  pai-rie5op}MaKngja.bill!RrlMi 
,were  men  of  honr^ft  fame,  and  higli  pi'otefliona}  reputatio&^aUd 
who  had  an  obvious  tight  to  oppofeit^  bccaufemsir  prorpefi^- 
theif  fteedom,  andtheir'dtrareft  interells  were  imrpliceit  inir>no 
roan  but  the  infolent  anfwercr  would  have  thought  of  apply-- 
ijig  fticb  aA  obfervation,  and  he  was  cohvin^ed'  the  Hoafe 
never  woutd  confent  to  aA'  fo  unjuftly  as  to  tr^n(Sfer(to«re: 
^o  harfli  term)  the  property  of  any  aefcription  of  mcri  without. 
tbeir  confenty  br.t  to  talk  of  the  cxpence  that  an  opulent' 
Corporation  would  have  tuftained,  and  WoiHd-hiive  to  incur 
if  the  bill  di5  not  pafs,  and  they  were  obliged  either  to  como 
i^g^ia  to  Parliament,  or  apply  to  the  Crown  for  a  patent 
to  revive  their  funAionSj  was  too  idle  and  ridiculous  tode-^ 
ferve  a  fcriou^  a*gMi?ient.  \       .       ^  ^ 

la  o|^Cng  the  bill;  l^U  Lordihip  again  alTured  tfieir 
Irord&ips  that  he  had  np  Qth«r  qh}t&.  than  the  ptibKc  good. 
Kothui^  etfe  (hould  have  tncluc^d  htm  to  have  'come  down 
to  the  Houfe  on  that  mi(erahlc  day^  a  day  when  the  Dog 
$tar  cqgeSf  to  hecpprciTedwAth  beat  aod  fpend  his  breath* 
perhaps  to  v^ry, little  purpofcM  .He.  knew  neither  of  the  par- 
ties^ and  h^  nothing  to  dp  \yith  furgebns,  as  he  hoped  he 
had  livied  fio  the  day*  wht^p  the  aitidance  of  a  TurgeOn  was 
not  likeljc  to  be  nmch  wanted  by  him«  But  fqr  the  feafon& 
he  had  iuled^  he  (hould  coockw  with  moviti^  ^<  That  (fai^ 
bill  be  read  a  third  time  that  day  three  montlis/V 

Lord.  Jueklaffd  faid  tl^at  previou(ty  tp  ajiveiMng  to  t)io 
n^ery  remaric^^ble  fpeech,of  the  learned  Ijo^^.'.he  tniift  ex^ 
prefg  t«  the  Houfe  his  regret  for.  the  abfenpe  of.  the  right 
reverend  Prelate  (the  Biihop  of  Bangor)  w, ha  had  taken  th^ 
lead  in  conduding  the  bill  tfai:ough  M^  ^^yej^I  ,^age5«  and 
who  had  hcet^tbc  chairmarv  of  Uic  tlirec  ComnfiUtji^,  hi  which 
the  bill  had  been  difcaflcd..  As.the  ri^ght  pev,  Prcjate's  abfencc 
was  occaiioned  paitly  by  ill  faealtb.^and  partly  ^y  a  domeilTc 
calamity  >  it  was  become  a  proceeding  not  onljpf  coiififtency^ 
6ut  of  juft  fentiraei>t»  for  thofc  who  had  cpncvurrec)  in  t! .?  niea^ 
fiue  tci  ftep  forwards,  and.  to  ftate  the  motives  \yhich  had  inr 
iuenccd  their  optniona.  It  wm  at  lead  certairVi  ti^t  the  Xujh 
porters  ftf  the  bill  had  r«9t  aflaod  under  an  /ignc^anceof  ^b^ 
learned' Cordis  objeaions.  The  learned  Loifd  corrylaincd  ihr 
deed'that  he  had  not  had  any  reafohable  opportiinity  of  difuuC 
iine  what  he  was  pleafed  tp  call  ^*  this  wretched' pcrforoiance:'^ 

'       -  The 
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Tlfie  learned  tbftf  alone  couWiky  ^hat'foirfHK -weant  to. 
alfcc  to  die  ifidefuiite  phrafe  of  9  ♦*  reaibn^iM^  opportu-. 
mtff*  but  it  was  moft  notoaojus  that  in  the  fe^ond  and' 

.  third  conmtstteethe  learned  Lord  h;^  dcclaimcd.^ainfl  thft. 
bHI  day  aftec  day,  and  hour  after  bow,  Vfitii  t^e  lame  ear-^ 
neftneis,  and  with  the  fame  mixture,  of  invc^live  and  of 
pieafiinny  wfaoch  he  had  exhibite4l  in  the  preient  debate^' 
}t  was  emiaily notorious  that  the  learned  Lord  had  not  had 
the  good  fottuae  to  make^ny  impreffion  on  the  con^mit-* 
tees :  and  yet  the  number  01  Peers  prefcnt  at  thofe  com-' 
suttees  was  greatly  more  than  what  now  appealed  in  the* 
Houfe»  and  was  compofcd  of  individuals  of  the  greateft  rc- 
fpeftability  ii|  every  point  of  view.  ^  Unfortunately  for  the* 
bin,  its  numerous  fuppo'rters  werq  difprrfed  by  the  advance^ 
of  the  feafon^  and  by  thcii:  avocations  into  the  <*ountry : 
its  few  adverfgries  were  collated,  and  now  pfefent ;'  W 
what  folicitation,  or  tjirough  what  influence,  he  would  not* 
condefcend  to  enquire.     The  learned  Lord  had  invcjghed' 
againft  the  afUvity  and  importunities  which  had  been  ex- 
erted by  the  petitioners  for  (tiH  bill';  he  feeriied  not  to 
know  that,  his  allies  againft  tlie  bill  had  affo  had  tecburfc 
to  a  mofl;  plentiful  pfe  of  pcrfqriaf  agplicatfons^,  petitions, 
hand-bills,  letters,  and  adiverCifciii'cntsV    '  • 

For  his  own  part,'  he  had  fto'oSf  elcar  of  -every  fnHuettce 
or  prejudice  in  the  bufirrdfs.  He  Had  no  connfiftioh'  nt>r  pef- 
fdnal  acquaintance  with  afiy  individoirl  of  the  prOpi^fed 
college  :  and  certainly  in  a  twenty  years'  e^^enciice  ilittt 
had  occurred  no  fubjeft  of  pafliimciitary  difcufjibn'refpeft* 
ing  the  fate  of  which  he  had  f<^lt  fo  much  unfconccfn  and 
mdifierence.  And  when  heiiftened  that  day  to  the  learn- 
ed Lord^  the  earneftnefs  and  wai-mth  of  a  great  mind  on  a 
little  point  would  have  amufed  him  much,  If  fome  parts  of 
the  foeechhad  not  appeared  injurious  to  a  profcffion,  which 
(to  borrow  th^  learned  Lord^s  words)  is  *'eflfentialiy  con^ 
neftedwith  the  health  and  well-being  of  mankind.V^. 

Confidering  the  bill  wjth  this  difpaffionate  temper  of  mind, 
he  had  been  furprififd  to  hear  it  treated  as  it  the  provii5ons 
contained  in  it  were  alarming  and  outrageous  ii'a  cities. 
In  faft,  the  bill  did  not  contain  any  one  provifipn  vvHjch  was 

'  not  fanftioned  by  other  A£ls  of  Parliament.  It  h^d  been 
reprefented  as  tending  to  deftroy  the  corporate  fights  of  the 
whole  body  of  furgeons ;  and  yet  it  dia  no  mure  ih.^ji  ;e- 
cftablifh,  ijnder  ai^othcr  namie,  precifely  the  fem^  iijiUtu-- 
tfon  with  the  fame  powers,  the  fame  mode  of  ele3:iQiH.  arid 
t!ie  fame  government  of  the  corporatiofl-propaty,  which 

yoii.iii,  iw  4  1    .  ,.;  ;ij^^ 
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)iad  fubfifle4»  without  cojppl^nt  or  ol^je^oA,  t^x&ftj-^tmq 
yea2:s.  Ihe  nomination  tQ  vacancies,  was  prop^d  to  b^ 
the  fame  a$  that  w^ich  had  been  prefcrib^  hj  ihp  Eigh-^ 
teenthof  George  II. ;  an  Aft  whicli  nafled  lu  1745,  whi^n 
tord.  Hardwicke  was  ChanceUor,  No  diftinfrion*  wej^e 
created  by  the  bjll  between  the  governing. ^nd  governed 
part  of  tlie  coiporationr  except  thole  which  had  fubfifted 
among  the  Surgeoi^  for  ipore  thaii  half  a  ccjntury,  and 
i^hich  are  ai^alogous.  ta  what  prevail  in  fo  many  other  coiu 
porations  aW  college^,  llie  learned  Lord  h^d  objcftcd  to 
the.  daufe  for  the  confirmation  of  the  exiliing  byc-law«^ 
7'hat  claufcrhowever,  was  the  fame  as  the  fourth  feftjoo 
of  the  Aft  of  George  IL,  aiid  dearly  implied  nptlijng  more- 
dian  that  the  exiftlng  government  of  the  body  of  fuigeonk 
fliQuld  go  forwaid  until  ^hcjr  pew  conftituaon  could  take 
(cffeft.  And  all  their  byc-rlaws  were  of  cpurle  fwbjeft  to.the 
ialutary  ehecks  and  fuperviiion  already  provided  by  the  law 
of  the  land...  Again,  the  daufe  impofinga  lOl.  penalty  ha4. 
been  ftrongly  objefted  to  ;  but  it  Ihould  be  r^jai^rkcd  that 
by  the  Aft  of  the  I  bird  of  Hei^ry  VIII.  there  exifts  in  fuli 
force  a  penalty  of  51.  on  (urgev^ospraftifing  without  licejfe. 
When  the  difference  of  the  dmes  is  confidercd*  the  penaltji; 
now  propofed  is  comparatively  moderate.  VV'ithout  s^ean-' 
ij[jg,  however,  to  give. an  opinion  on  that  clanf^,  he  muft 
pbferve  that  any  alteration  of  it  in  that  Iloufe  wDukj  be. 
a  virtual  rejeftion  of  the  bill.  There  was  indeed  one  clauf<^ 
in  the  bill*  and  he  had  concurred  with  tlic  learned  Lord 
in  a  propofed  amendment  of  it,  \^hichhad  not  been  adopt- 
ed by  the  Houfe:  he  aliudcd  to  tlie  c)aufc  fpr  compeUmf^ 
the  furgeons  to  have  their  place  of  di&ftion  within  three 
lumdred  yards  of  the  Old  Bailey. 

In  this  curfory  review  of  die  ievcral  claiiifes  he  defired  ih^ 
to  be  underftood  as  giving  an  opiiiion  that  tli^  conlUtutioA^ 
propofed  by  tlie  body  of  furgeon^  might  not^  in  many  rcr 
Ipefts,  be  improved :  mo;e  elpecially  in  jtbe  propofed  fyfteaif 
of  receipt .  and  expenditure,  which  oojgjlit  to  be  fubjeft  *ta 
fome  mode  of  publicity  at  Icaft,  if  not  of;  d^eck  and  con- 
troul,  from  the  bt^dy  at  large.  Still  lefs  did  h^  mean  to 
convey  an  opinion  that  the  bil^  luad  not  many  faults,  and 
defefts.  Perhaps  he  might  iay,  -without  anogasicc,  that 
if  the  forms  of  the  two  Houfes  would  have  permitted  hinv 
to  torreft  and  new  model  it,  he  could  have  improved  it 
conflderably.  Still,  however,  there  was  nothing  in  the. 
bill  effentiaJly  objefti^mable  5.  certainly  notliii^g  whidi 
could  authorise  any  Peer  of  that  Houf4;^  to  treat  an  ufe6il». 

•    •    *  liberal. 
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liberal,  an*  «rillghtenecf  dcfbrij^ii  of  men  with  barihncft 
(Sft'mth  ridicule,  t)r  with  any  cxpreifiorts  tending  to  dilparage 
eitbef  the  fo^porters  or  the  bppofert  of  the  brfk'  ILord 
TAurJow'hevt!  faid  aloud  that  he  had  ufed  ilo  eitpre^on  of 
any  fuch  meaning  or  tendehey.]  Such  expreflions  arc  not 
generous  when  applied  againft  parties  who  have  no  means 
ef  felf-defence,  and  no  opportunity  of  Contradiftlon. 

It  remaiiied  6nly  to  fay  a  few*  words  as  to  the  exigency  of 
the  propofed  hill.  And  here  h  wfts  neceflarr  to  obfervg 
that  by  the  Efohtfeenth  of  George  IF.  a  Malter  and  two 
Governors  had  been  appointed  to  the  body  of  Surgeons^ 
and  it  was  provided  that  twt>  Of  thofe  thr^ee  Ihould  be  a 
quorum  in  aHembling  and  holding  all  courts  for  the  govern- 
ment uf  the  corporation.  It  happened,  however,  that  ik 
'  1796  one  of  tJie  three  had  died  fuddenlyj  and  another  had 
been  difabled  by  a  ftroke  of  apoplexy. 

If  under  fuch  <!iTcumftances  the  legality  of  the  ftfbfequei>t 
meeting  had  been  vitiated,  the-  whole  powers  given  to  the 
corporation  wer^now  voidablei  if  not  toid.  In  thaf  cafe,^ 
and  under  a  difkbility  wliich  had  lirifen  ^om  a  dtfpenfatioii 
of  Providence,  and  not  from  any  default  of  the  parties^ 
Parliament  would  be  dlfpdfed  to  meet  the  application  o£* 
the  petitioners  with  indulgerict :  and  in  troth  they  had  defi- 
rad  little  mo^re  than  the  fame  inftitution  and  the  lame  pow- 
<?ts  which  tliey  had  (6  long  poflefled  and  cxercifed.  [Lord 
Thurlow  heire  fugg6fted  that  the  petitioners  might  apply  td 
the  King  for  a  charter.]  No  powers  could  be  grveh  by 
charter  alone  fiiffieient  for  tlie  proteftion  of  the  public 
againft  ignorant  advei^turers  and  empirics. 

If,  on  the  other  hand,  the  corporation  was  to  be  confi- 
dered  as  ftill  in  force  under  the  Aft  of  the  Eighteenth  of 
George  IL,  all  th^  powers  fo  ftrongly  objefted  to  by  the 
learned  Lord  and  by  the  other  opponents  of  the  bill,  would 
contiouetc^  be  exercifed  under  the  prefcnt  Court  of  AiHft- 
ants,  inftcad.of  bdng  trartsfc^^ed,  with  foine  falutary  cbr-» 
teftions,  to  the  propofed  college. 

In  the  cafe  of  the  prefcnt  corporation  becoming  void  by 
the  circumftance  which  had  been  mentioned,  tfje  rejfeftibn 
trf  the  prefcnt  bill  would  produce  obvious  and  importarit 
difficulties.  l*be  \Vhole  profeffion  and  prafUcc  of  Ihrgery 
Would  be  left  wifhout  regulation,  or  controul ;  there  would 
Aot  even  jr^mahi  u  legal  mode  of  examining  furgeons  for* 
the  Army  and  Navy.  •  t  - 

Under  all  thefe  confiderations,-  though  always  difpafed- 
to  refpeft  the  predominating  fchtlment  of  fiie  Hoirfc,  he 

4  i  i>  Hbuft 
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muft  declare  it  to  be  his  wi'lh  that  therr  Lotdilvips -wotifaf 
udopt,thc  liill  (bnt  from*,  the  Commons^  and  approved  iW 
three  full.cgminittees  on  repeated  examination  and  dtifcuf-^ 
fion.  A  claufc  might  be  annexed  to  the  Bill  reftriftiiig 
its 'duration  to  throe  years.  Such  a  claufe  WoUW' obviate 
all  tlie  jprefent  inconvenience,  and  would,  wkhin  a  ihort 
period,  bring  the  fubjcft  again  fully  before  Parliament 

The  Bijhp  ^'Iivc%€/ier  faid,  he  agreed  it&h'his  nobfe 
and  learned  rrieiid  in  many  of  the  obTer? aitens  Jie.  had 
made,  although  he  owned,  he  was  rather  inclined  to  favouF 
.  the  bill.     At  the  fame  time/  he  wi(hed.  chat  ilic  preamble 
bad  dated  the  real  faft,  and  acknowledged  the  true  ground^ 
on  which  the  applicatfon  had  been  made  to  Pa;rliament.    In  ^ 
.  the  preamble  it  dates  that  *<  Whereas  if  bath  been  found  by 
.  experience  that  the  privileges  and^'regulation^^j  the  faid 
a£l,  (viz.  the  i8th  of  George  the  Second,)  anti^thc  privileges, 
powers^and  authorities  vened  thereby,  ic*  ict.  hive  nothsem 
Jufficienffor  the  well  ordering  and  repkathig  the  affkirs  eftkt 
/aid  Corporation y  and  theffaSlice  iffur^rf^^'  ftc-  fcc.  now»  it 
had  come  out  in  the  evtdenee,  fha^  tho  Mafleraiid  War* 
dens,  in  consequence  of  having  held'  an  rnfarmal  meetiogy 
at  whith  orte  wardfert  was  "prevented  frt>m  attending: in^^oen- 
fequence  of  death,  atid  another  Yvardcn  had  d(b;kieea  pre* 
vented  from  attending  by  what  was  next  to  dedth,  yix.by 
being  confined  to  his  bed  by  an  apoplexy,  whfchaftcr  wards 
terminated  in  his  death,  confidered  the  trofnparny' as  defunA. 
A  doubt  of  the  ftme  natdte  had  been  ef.terttritted  by  othi^rs,. 
who  had  infldcd- that  the  Corporation  h^  tK>46D|err  any 
le^l  exiftence,  and  that  It  was  but  Ihe  Carcafe  or  a  Coi'- 
.poratiort  \Vithont  any  vitality  af  alK     Miid'tbat  ground  Ueen^ 
avowed  and  it  had  Been  fafrty  ftatcd*,  that  the  peti^on^rs  foi* 
rhe  bill  applied  to  Parliarnert  Torthe  ncceflaVy  authority  to 
lefcufcitate  their  inanimate  fnndtroris,  they  wo-  Id  certainly 
have  beciY  better  fortified  in  ificir  applicatton  for  it,  but  as 
the  prcanvbtc  now  ftood,  witli  a  view  to  the  provifionsof  the 
.bill,  it  was  undoubtedly  tine,    as  his  noble  arid    learned 
Friend  had  obfervcd,  that   the  claufes  of  the  Wll  and  the 
preamble. wert  irrcconclleable.     The  furgcons  as  a  learned 
and  fcicntific  JboJy  defircd  through  the  medium  of  the  pre- 
fcnt  bill  to  be  erefted  into  a  royal  College.     (Lord  Thur/cw 
efaid,  itcroCs  the  Houfe,  V  and  a  trading  company  at  the  fame 
time")  and  they  .required  vtrry  few  alterations  in  their  corpo- 
rate government.     All  governments  were  to  be  judged  By 
their  eflfcds,  and  by  this  rule,  it  ihould  ajppear  that  the  Cor^ 

porati^^jEt 
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topjTJi^Offpf  (uijjsonshad  b.een  well  governed,  for  there  notonlj 
J^d  not  been  any  complaint  agaioft  the  ^overninent  of  the 
C9r|>oration  fcocn  ^he  p|eriod  of  the  inditution  of  it  under 
theji£k  qf  jdsifs  i8th  of  yeorge  the  Second,  to  thp  prefent 
'time,  bui'ijl^  ws^  uiuverfal^  ackqowjedged^  that, — what 
ik^uldiiQ^t^all  ift, — his  noble  and  learned  Friend  would  not 
allovr  hhn.'tocaJl  it.a.fcience>  bfit  .he  oiight  be  permitted 
tcrterm  it,^  iht  fcientific  art  of  furgery,  was  now  brwjght 
to  greater  :pfirfe{Uon  in  this  metiopoUsy  thaik  in  any  part  of 
tbe.worid/  .  ,      .     _ 

:.  His  noUeand  ^rned  Fsiend  had  thrown  a  good  deal  of 
jidlcule  on  the  ftipportttES  of  the.^prefent  bill^  and  he  felt  that 
lie  muft  fuboilt  to  tak^  Us  ^fhafcof  that  ridicule*  In  the 
beginning  f^tbc'OppofiUoiV'^o-ahe.billi  he  xoiifefled  lie  was 
inclined  to  think  worfe.of  the  opponents  to  it,  than  heat 
prelent  hdiieVod  they  defefye^.;  he  thought  he  perceived 
^niethtxig  of  .4  leYtlling  p^^in^iple,  Ln^ethiog  of  an  equaliz* 
Ing  fpiril.  at  the'b<»ttoni'  of  the  ^pofition  to  the  bill,  and  he 
b«d  no  fierupk  to  avowj  that  Jie^CQalldefed  den:^ocracy  a  nioii-> 
fter,  that  ought  to  be  unkeRf^^ied^froai  its  lurking  places, 
Carefuily^  'watched  in  all  its  windings  and  hunted  down 
^Mwrever  it  could  h^  fV^uod.  , Democracy  was  a  monfl^r,  that 
in  ttmesrllke:  Ihefc  ough^  to  be  crufbcd  m  its  birth.*  Thence 
it  was»  that  he  hod  biid  that,. in  th<:  Cooioiittec,  which  had 
excited  his  boMe. and  ii:ari)ed.;Frje]:)d's  plca&ntry  and  ridiculcr 
fo  moch  to*^  emertainiherir  of  their  LordOnps.  But  though 
he  fawi)0  ot^elfikion  to  ereSing  the  Corporation  of  Surgeons  into 
a  Royal  College;  the  idcaof  which  wasclearly  founded  on  thefaft 
of  their  t)etng  at  this  tiinea  Royal  College  of  the  kind  in 
Edinburgh  and  Duhlins  and  nocwithftanding  that  many  parts 
6f  the  IhU,  were  nnfere  copies  of  the  provifions  of  the  former 
aft,  (that  of  18  George  the  Second)  and  only  fe-ciiafted  the 
daufes  of  tliat  ftatute,  there  were  in  the  prefent  hill,  fome 
claufes  which  he  did  not  like  ^nd  which  did  itot  plea fe  him, 
and  two  in  particular,  both  of  which  ought  not  to  (land.  In: 
the  firft  enafting  chufc,  their  Lordfliips  on  reference  to  the 
bill  would  find  thefe  wotdj  ••  and  that  all  the  monies,  flocks^ 
"  funds,  rents,  ftxuritics,  debts,  property,  lands  and  tcne- 
**  ments,  cftate  and  effe(Sls  whatlbcver,  whidt  did,  at  the 
•*  time  of  paffing  this  adl,  belong  to  the  fa  id  Corporation  or* 
**  Company  of  the  Surgeons,  and  all  right  and  titfc  to  the 
•*  fame,  fliall  l>e ;  and  the  fame  and  every  part  thereof  arc, 
*^  and  hereby  is,  vefled  in  the  faid  College  hereby  eftabli/hedj 
**  and  that  it  (liall  and  may  be  lawful  for  tin;  faid  College  to 
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^  purcha/c^  enjoy,  and  tah  any  0lher  hods,  ten^t^eoti,  Mfil9^% 
♦*-or  hereditament  wbcrcJbevcr  dtuate,  Ijing,  wi  being,  tp« 
^  ^hrr  with  the  houfe  or  houfcs^  lands  and  tenemeoU  a^«^ 
**  menriontd,  the  Yearly  rent  or  value  of  onetboufaml(fM$mls 
•*  in  th6  whole,  wiihotJt  incurring  anv  o^.thepoiialiic^'Or 
•*  forWturcs  of  theftatuteof  Mortmiin.'*  at^d  by  the  r^th^. 
dfia^ng  clatife,  page  7,  *<  the  fupervifal,  controulf  inegu])ttio» 
*^  and  management  of,  in,  and  over  all  and  fingula^^  tM  landn 
^  tenements,  inonies,  Itocks,  funds,  revenues,  goods,  e&As^  * 
*^  concerns,  bufinefs,  pnoceediogs,  and  tranfa£lioi)S,  whatfixver 
**-  b«iongmg,  due,  owing,  payable,  or  arifing,  or  relating  to  the 
^  ftkl  CoHese  hereby  created  and  eftabli£bed,  as  aforefaid,  itCm- 
^<  &c.  (hall  be,  and  the  fame  are  hereby  v^ed  in  the  Prefideii^ 
*^  Vice-Prefidems,  Cenfors,  and  Councillors  hcrclijr  appointed, 
*^«(idtheirfucceflbrstobe  exercifed  by  theai,orthcau]orttyof 
^*  them  in  Council  aflembled."  By  the  firft  of  tbefe  daufes  tbetr 
Lordfliips  would  perceive',  tliat  the  entire  pioperty  of  the  C(dr 
Ufgt  was  veftcd  in  th^  Corporation  at  large,  and  by  thie  other 
tte  fupervi(al,  controul,  and  management  was  veftfsd  in  tbt 
ScleA  Committee  of  twenty-one. 

This  was  certainly  irreconcileablet  and  not  in  his  jodgiBenC 
^uite  prudent.     It  was  furely  a .  Ultle  f xtraordiri^r?  tp  veft 
the  entire  prc^rty  of  the  corporation  in  the  whole  bpdy  aa4'\ 
then  to  give  the  management  of  it  unliipitedly  into  tbehaod^ 
of  a  Committee,  over  whort  the  body  at  large  were  tohave  119  • 
fort  of  check  or  eontroul  whatfoever,  let  the  abufes  pra^Ccd  be 
ever  fo  flagrant  and  detrimental  to  the  general  interefts.of  th^ 
corporation  I  He  believed  the  perfons  named  in  the  (ull|.tD^be  « 
as  refpcdJahle  in  charafter,  and  their  integrity  as  pure  and  uivr  : 
impeachable  as  that  of  any  let  of  men  to  be  found  in  the  kia£- 
dom,  but  it  was  in  his  opinion  never  fafc  nor  wi(i;  to  eXUhliSi  , 
fuch  a  Parliamentary  precedent. 

With  regard  to  the  claufe  extending  the  jurlfdiSion  of  th<$ 
college,  he  thought  there  was  much  grouted  of  objoftion  to  it. 
He  could  not  approve  of  the  claufe  either  in  jts  principle,  or. 
its  penalty.  In  the  firfl  placd  the  words  "  if  any  periba  oc 
peribns  &c.  (hall  pralUce  Jurgtry^  that  furely  was  2^  moft  iri«^ 
defiiiitc  term  and  might  be  carried  by  conilru6lton  to  a  moft 
'cortipichciJivc  and  dangerous  extent*  As  to  the  words  that 
followed,  in  the  claufe,  viz. "  or  profefs  topraflice  furgeryi  by 
word  or  writing,  or  any  public  a£lion,  fign,  or  token, iBpc."' 
he  was  aware  that  in  the  ftatute  3,  Henry  VIIL  Cap.  1I4 
itwirtrftatcd,**  that  whereas  common  artificers  and  women  haveif 
undertaI:cFr great  curtfs,  in  which  they  pra£Uce/£rr<^/yy  and  wiuk.* 
craft  and  aj^ply  fuch  remedies  as  arc  noious,  Sec."    It.v^-aa 

ena<5ted^ 
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ooftditedt  therefor,  that  jio  pcrfofts  (hall  .prafti<!c\witKb.fLon»> 
cl6a,  or  feven  miioi  thereof,  anlefs  cxaromed  by  ibc;  fiiijiD^  o^ 
Lofidoii  or  Dean  of  St.  Paul's,  four  doflors  qf  phyGc  aod  pei^ 
folii  expert  in  fiirgery  under  tbe  penalty  of  5L  and  that  clamfe 
at  once  fell  in  with  the  prejudice  of  the  jimwes,  ghd  wascaleu«* 
lated  for  a  wholcfbme  purpofe,  liit  he  could  not  conceive  it  mm 
A^criTary  to  copy  the  idea  of  it  at  this  more  enliffhtned  day  ; 
nnichmoreto accompany  it  with  fo  large  nn  incipaU:  of  penaky* 
*as'a  penalty  often  pounds  per  mohfh  on  each  eoqvi^ion..    le 
cerrainly  was  not  a  very  eafy  \i\?^'cr  to  d  fiue.what  forgery 
was.     It  was tiebeUeved  generally  confiilcred  s\^  aaex.t£rnaiap< 
plication  eitTier  ^Tii^nttnl  or    curative  to  f,xf<frnal    diforckrs^ 
to  which  the  human  body  wns  liable.     Under  that  general  Jc-» 
fcriptionjinight  be  comprehend-' i  a*  verv  cxienfive  defcriptioit 
of  pra^itioners  of  farj^ery  i?i  all  parts  "'  the  kingdom,  many 
of  whoraaAfliniftered  t^eiraffiftarqcto  the'ir  nL;^hbours^^4/i*, 
and  were  adilatcd  fdelv  by  ehaiitablc  ir.otives ;  o;  ers  there, 
iwere,  who  having- applied  thehifefv'es  f.  ]  oufly  to  fa  liery,  and^ 
to  ^he  cure  of  the  diforders  incM-ental  10  the  :m  iite  crcuton,  at. 
length  ventured  to  try  their  ikill  in  endoavmuing  t.)  iclievc 
the  pains  of  their  fellow  creatures,  and  in  iraay  cajt:^  ^-^  .•  led 
with  great  fuccefs.     He  himfelf  had  wirncffe  I  j  Gugui.-i  -in- 
Aance  of  this  in  the  north  of  Engfand,  in  the  perfonof    man- 
nam^  Taylor,  who  having  long  pVafllfed  o  i  li  a    .  auU  rows,* 
fckholdcnouj^hatlafttbpra^iceonthcirowncrs^aiu      rtiaiJajly 
applied  hisfltiil  to  thti  cure  of  cancers,  or  canct^  ;us  v-^:  s  3$  they 
ar^ termed,  though,  the  faculty  call  them  otherwlit,  iwd  witt 
not  allow  thehi  to  be  of  that  nature,     Ccrtaui.  howou  .•  )s» 
this  Doflor  Taylor,  if  he  did  not  make  perfefl  cun-s^as .  auy 
of'bis  patients  conceived  that  he  did,  was  at  leall  canab^r  o£ 
predttctflg  great  palliation  of  pam  and  angui(h,  in  afT!  jions  thcf 
moft  excruciating.  And  this  he  could  avouch  from  hi .  jv.  1  know- 
ici^e,  to  have  been  the  faft  in  the  cafe  of  the  brother  o,*  hi^  noble 
and  learned  friend,  (the  late  Bifhop  of  Durham),  and  rJfoiia 
a  cafe  of  abrotlier  of  his  own.     This  Do*5\or  Tavlor,  Wis  .  .ord-^ 
Aiipfaitiy  Was  a  very  illitcr^ite  man,  but  ncverthclcltJ   in  noth 
the  cafes  to  which  he  had  alluded  h6  admiuiftercd  great  relief^' 
it  Wcame  tiieit;fbre  a  qucftton  whether  if  the  claufc  inqueftiofk 
were  to  pafs  without  fome  modification  or  other,  the  publio 
would  not  fuffer,  by  having  the  means  cf  ready  rcicf  cut  off 
by  a  dread  of  the  enforcement  of  fo  lieavy  a  j^enalty  K.  Upoa 
the  whole,  though  he  approved  bf^the  object  of  the  bilJ,  aoA 
dioitt^t  a  great  part  of  its  proviilons  fit  and  fal  itary,  yet  thes 
objeAions  that  had  i)een  taken  to  it,  and  the  neceffity  of  altetn 
mg  fpmeof  its  claufesy  added/to  the  advanced  period  of  the 
*   <  -  fcfEoD, 


feffion»  the  abience  of  (cfenl  nohle  Lords  who  haii  taken  a 
part  in  it,  and  the  litde  c)MUKe  there  was  of  opporti^ntty  for 
deliberately  amending  ir^  where  it  appeared  to  be  defedive, 
nade  it  impofRble  for  him  to  refift  the  motion  of  his  noble  and 
kamed  friend,  ^Vtbat  the  bill  be  read  again  that  day  thrift 
wwiths/' 

Lord  Gr^nUiy  rofe  lo  fopport  the  motion,  and  refill  a  bill 
that  went  to  alienate  the  property  of  others  without  their  con* 
fent.  His  Lord(hip  faid,  he  hoped,  it  would  evfer  be  held  a 
&cred  principle  in  that  Houfe,  that  the  property  of  their  felbw 
fubje^  (hbttld  not  be  taken  from  them,  un left  they  had  dons 
Ibtnething  that  amoynted  to.  a  fufficicnt  reafon  for  depriving 
riiem  of  it,  or  unlefs  it  was  clearly  proved,  that  the  alienating 
it  was  neceflary  for  the  paUic  good,  and  thofe  whoiwerc  to 
he  deprived  of  their  property  were  to  receive  an  adequate  com- 
penfation.  He  trufted  that  againft  next  feffion,  all  that  bfat 
and  antmofity  which  feemcd'to  have  been  excited  bv  the  pre- 
iient  bill,  would  have  fubfided,  and  that  the  abilities  of  both  ' 
parties  might  be  employed  in  the  mean  time  in  dtgeftingabetter 
fyftem,  and  framing  a  bill  more  agreeable  to  all  intereftra,  more 
pradiicable  in  itfelf,  and  more  ufeful  to  the  public. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  faid,  that  it  was  not  unufual  for  any 
party,  who  when  they  tradby  an  accidental  flip,  been  gttiky 
of  an  informality  in  the  eKcrotisof  powers  Tefted  in  them  as  the 
executive  of  a  body  corporate,  (Conceived  they  had  vitiated  their 
powers  and  tliereby  dcftroyed  the  corporation  fpf  which  they 
ai£lcd,  when  tliey  appfied  to  Parliament,  to  re-animdte  their 
iJt]n6tions,  todefire  at  the  fame  rime  to  have  fuch  new  re- 
gulations made,  as  they  had  fbmid  to  be  neecfiary  to  prevent 
any  of  thofe  incbnveniencirs  again  arifing,  which  they  had  eit* 
pcrienccd  under  the  exifling  regolationsof  the  former  coqxMra^ 
tion.  He  muft,  neverthelcfs,  fay,  that  he  really  faw  no  ftrik^ 
irig  or  preffing  neceffity  for  paffing  the  bill  immediately.  H^ 
fx  one  did  not  ohjc£):  to  the  claufe,  refpefting  the  fupervifal^ 
controul,  and  managepnent  of  the  lands,  tenem^ts,  rents,  mo^ 
aies>  funds,  revenues,  concerns,  buiinefs,  &c.  of  the  corpora- 
tion'; becaufe  the  bill  vefted  that  controul,  &c»  in  the  hands 
•f  a  few,  as  daily  experience  proved  that  fuch  management 
could  only  with  fafety  be  executed  by  a  fcled  Commtttee 
afiing  with  delegated  powers,  and  that  it  was  impradlicabls 
ibr  a  large  and  numerous  body  to  a£k  ufefully  for  tbelpfelvcs. 
Bot  he  was  clearly  of  opinion  that  a  controuling  power  /hould 
cxlft  foracwhere,  and  th^t  was  not  provided  tot  by  the  prefent 
ViQ.  He  thought,  therefore,  upon  every  confideration  that  it 
^ould  be  better  to  fofpend  the  paffing  pf  the  prefent  bilU  and 
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that  no  ill  copfeauence  could  refuft  from  it,  as  the  corpontioa 
of  furgeons  mig^t  if  they  tliought  it  neceffary  apply  to  th« 
crowa  for  a  charter  to  renovate  tneirftrnftiohSfaiKl  inight  fetdo 
any  regulation,  that  (hould  appear  to  be  a  realonabk  and  necsef« 
fary  regulation,  with  the  Attorney  General. 

The  queftion  wasput»  and  the  oill  ordered  to  be-read  a  thin} 
time  that  day  three  months. 

Several  bills  wece  brought  up  {nm  tbt  Houfe  of  Commons, 
prefentcd,  and  read  a  firfl  time. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS, 
Wbdmrsday,  July  19. 

APPEAL — BOWES  V.  STRATHMORE. 

Counfel  were  heard  for  .the  appellant  In  this  cafe,  which 
was  an  app^l  from  a  decree  of  the  Court  of  Chancery-^ 
Andrew  Kobinfm  BowiSf  Efq.  v.  Mary  jEUan^r,  Countf/s  9f 
Strathfmn.  Their  I^rdfliips  did  not  deem  it  necefiary  to 
hear  the  Refpondent's  Counfel. 

The  Lor4  Chanallor  after  taking  a  fiiort  view  of  the  cafe, 
in  which  his  opinions  were  decidedly  in  favour  of  the  re- 
fpondenty  moved  their  Lordfliips  to  affirm  the  decree  of  the 
Court  of  Chancery  %  tnd  as  a  %nal  mark  of  their  difappro- 
bation  of  the  appellant's  <;ondud,yjo  adjudge  him  to  pay 
150I.  cods,  which  was  ordered  accordingly.      / 

The  royal  aflbnt  was  given  to  fifty-two  publig  and  private 
bills;  among  the  forner  were»  the.ScotrPi(lillery,  the  ad- 
ditional Horfe  duly,  the  Clocks  a»d  Watches  duty,  ihc 
Male  Servants  duty,  the  Lottery*  the  Copper  Coin,  th^ 
Conveyance  Forgery,  the  Bankrupts  Frauds^  the  Slavo 
Carrying,  the  Southern  Whale  Fifliery,  the  Un'awful  Oaths, 
the  InfoTvent  Debtors,  the  National  Debt,  the  Royal  No* 
tice,  and  the  Spots  MiUtia  bills.  The  Comfpiflloners  were 
the  L^rd  Chanc^lUr^  the  Earl  of  PFefirtioreland^  and  Earl 
Spencer. 

The  various  bills  upon  t^  table  pafled  thro'  their  (Jnat 
ftages. 

After  their  Lofdfiiips  had  waited  a  very  long  time,  Mr, 
Secretary  DundaSy  accompanied  by  the  Chancellor  of  tb(  E^chc-^ 
(j^er^  and  other  members,  prefented  from  the  Houfe  of  Com-» 
mons  the  Eaft  India  Judicature  bill,  which  was  iq^mediately 
pafled  through  it's  feveral  ftages^ 

Adjoiirncd  at  half  paft  fix  o'clock, 

Yo;-.IlLr797.  4K  -  HOUSE 
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HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Wednesday*  July  19. 

The  Speaker  attended  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  where  the 
Royal  AtTent  was  given  by  commiffion  to  a  variety  of  public 
and  private  bills. 

New  Writs  were  ordered  for  Dover,  in  the  room  of  Mr, 
Pybus,  made  a  Lord  of  the  Trcafury  ;  for  Pcnryhn,  in  the 
room  of  Mr.  Wallace,  made  a  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  ;  for 
Orford,  in  the  room  of  Lord  Cafilereagh,  who  has  accepted 
of  the  Chiltern  Hundreds ;  for  Arundel,  in  the  room  of  Sir 
G.  Thomas,  who  has  accepted  of  the  Chiltern  Hundreds  ; 
for  Newark,  in  the  room  of  Thomas  Martners  Sutton,  Efq. 
who  has  accepted  the  office  of  Jufticc  of  Merioneth,  Angle- 
fea,  and  Carnarvonfliire. 

A  meflage  was  received  from  the  Lords  informing  the 
Houfe,  that  they  had  agreed  to  the  India  Judicature  bill,  and 
Calcutta  and  Bombay  Court  brH,  &c.  with  amendments. 

On  the  fecond  reading  of  the  amendments. 

The  Speaker  informed  the  Houfe  that  the  anrtendment  of 
the  Lords  t6  the  India  Judicature  bill,  by  which  the  words 
requiring  the  counter-fign  of  the  Prefidcntof  the  Board  of 
Controul  to  be  applied  to  the  warrant  for  confcning  a  pen- 
fion  on  fuch  pcrfons  as  fliould  receive  it  under  the  bill,  were 
omitted,  was  fuch  as  could  not  be  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe, 
becaufe  contingently  and  eventually  it  might  affedi  the  pub- 
lic money  in  a  way  in  which  the  Houfe  had  not  originally 
determined.  There  were  two  tnodcs  of  prdceeding,  either 
to  rejedl  the  amendment  and  rcqueft  a  conference  with  the 
Lords,  or  move  to  put  off  the  confideration  for  three  months. 

Mr.  Secretary  Duitdas  acknowledged  the  propriety  of  what 
the  Speaker  had  obfcrved,  and  mo\'ed  that  it  be  put  off  for 
three  months. 

^here  was  a  fimilar  amendment  in  the  other  bill,  and  the 
fame  obfervations  followed. 

Mr.  Dundas  then  faid,  that  as  there  was  precedent  for 
fuch  a  prdceeding,  he  hoped  there  would  be  no  objeftion  to 
allow  a  new  bill  to  be  brought  in,  and  pafs  through  all  its 
ftages  in  one  day,  and  to  comply  with  the  form,  he  propofed 
to  convert  both  into  one  bill. 

Sir  John  Sinclair  doubted  the  propriety  of  making  fuch 
proceedings  frequent. 

Mr.  Baker  faid  a  few  words,  after  which  leave  was  given, 
the  hUi  was  brought  in,  and  read  a  firft  and  fecond  time.    In 

the 
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the  Committee  fome  converfation  took  place  between  Mr, 
Baker^  Mr.  Ditndas  and  Mr.  fork.  Mr.  Baker  propofed  that 
the  period  of  fervicc  for  which  the  Judges  ihould  be  enabled 
to  be  recalled  »on  penfion,  ihould  be  ten  years.  This  was 
rejeded>  but  the  i&tmfi^en  now  (lands  inftead  oi  five. 

The  report  was  immediately  received,  agreed  to,  and  the 
bill  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  Ablot  brought  up  a  farther  report  from  the  Finance 
Committee^  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.Adjourned, 

HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Thursday,  July  20. 

This  day,  about  half  part  three  o'clock,  P.  M.  the  King 
came  down  tO'the  Houfe  of  Lords  for  the  purpofe  of  proro- 
guing Parliament,  and  being  feated  on  the  Throne  with  his 
officers  of  ftate  around  hiip,  Sir  Francis  MolyneuXy  (Deputy 
Urtier  of  the  Black  Rod)  was  fent  to  require  the  attendance 
of  the  Commons. 

The  Houfe  of  Commons  attended  in  obedience  to  his 
Majefty's  command,  and  the  Speaker  in  coming  to  the  bar 
addrefled  the  King  in  a  (hort,  but  neat,  fpeech,  of  which  the 
following  was  the  fubftance : 

Tlie  Houfe  of  Commons,  he  faid,  had,  through  a  long 
and  arduous  fedion,  difcharged  their  important  duties  in 
fuch  a  way  as  to  juftify  the  truft  rcpbfcd  in  them  by  the  na- 
tion. They  had  taken  the  mod  efFe&ual  meafures  for  fccur- 
ing  the  defence  of  the  country  againft  the  attacks  of  its 
foreign  enemies,  while  at  the  fame  time  they  had  not  been 
forgetful  of  the  means  of  prcferving  internal  order  and  tran- 
quility, without  the  maintenance  of  which  no  government 
could  loag  exift.  In  the  courfe  of  the  fcffion  they  had  been 
under  the  neceffity  of  impofing  burthens  upon  the  people  to 
a  very  unufiial  extent,  but  they  had  the  confolatioh  of  think- 
ing that  the  grants  which  they  had  made  for  the  public  fer- 
vice  would  be  applied  with  the  ftri&eft  and  mod  rigid  oecb-> 
nomy,  while  they  would  enable  his  Majefty  to  make  further 
exertions  fliould  they  be  found  to  be  neccffary.  He  had  fome 
bills  in  his  hand,  which  the  Houfe  of  Commons  had  paflbd, 
and  to  which  they  requefted  his  Majefty's  afl'ent. 

His  aflent  being  given  to  the  bills,  the  King  was  pleafed 
to  read  the  following  moft  gracious  fpeech  from  the  Throne : 

MY  L0RI>S  AND  GENTLEMEN, 
<>  I  cannot  put  an  end  to  this  SciTian  of  PuUametit  without  returning  you  iny 
4^2  moll 
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moft  fin^eit  W^  cor4ial  thanks  for  the  aiSdvity  and  zctl  wfrit  wUicb  you  have  ap- 
•tied  yovrfelves  to  the  importaot  objeds  which  have  required  yottfattentiony  and 
for  the  wifdfun  and  firaancfc  which  you  have  t^anifefltd  in  the  ftew  and  ^fficok 
'  ciDergencies  for  which  you  have  had  to  provide, 

^<  I  muft  particularly  expretk  the  juft  fenfe  I  enteruln  of  the  'fidutsry  and  cf- 
fedujt  provifiona  which  you  Biade  for  (irengthehing  the  vdeittt  6f  national  de- 
fence} and  the  meafures  adopted  for  obviating  the  inconveniencies  which  were  t* 
be  appreliended  to  Credit  from  the  temporary  furpcnfioo  of  payments  ih  cafli  by^ 
the  Bank;  as  wdl  as  of  the  promptitude,  vigour,  and  effcCt  wtth  which  yon  af-> 
forded  Mc  your  aihftance  and  fupport  in  (upprefling  the  daring  and  treafonahlc 
mutiny  which  broke  out  in  a  part  of  My  fleet;  and  in  counccrading  fo  dangerous 
and  pernicious  an  example. 

"  I  have  the  fatisfa^ion  to  acquaint  you,  that,  fince  the  acceflion  of  the  piefeiit 
Eftiperor  of  Ruflia,  the  commercial  engagements  between  the  two  countries  have 
been  renewed  in  fuch  a  manner  as  will,  I  doubt  not,  materially  conduce  to  their 
mutuallnterefts. 

'c   GENTLEMEN  OF  THE  HOVSE  OF  COMMONS, 

"  I  muft  return  you  my  particular  thanks  for  the  liberal  and  extenfive  provi* 
fion  which  you  have  made  for  the  various  exigencies  of  the  public  fervice,  and 
t^hile  1  lament  the  necciSty  which  encr^afed  them  to  fo  large  an  amount,  it  is  a 
confolation  to  Me  to  obferve  the  attention  you  employed  in  diftributing  the  heavy 
burthens,  which  they  occaiioned,  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  render  their  preflure  as 
little  fevere  as  poffible  to  My  people. 

'  «    MY  LORDS  AND  GENTLEMEN, 

**  The  ifTuc  oi  the  important  negociation  in  which  I  am  engaged  is  yet  uocct- 
tain ;  but,  whatever  may  be  the  event,  nothing  will  be  wanting  on  My  part  to 
bring  it  to  a  foccefsful  termination,  on  fuch  conditions  as  may  be  coofiftent  with 
the  fecurity,  honour,  and  ciTential  intercft  of  My  dominions.  In  the  mean  time^ 
nothing  can  fo  much  tend  to  forward  the  attainment  of  peace,  as  the  contioiiafice 
of  tiiat  zeal,  exertion,  and  public  fpirit,  of  which  My  fubjeds  have  given  fuch 
Cbnipicuous  and  honourable  proofs,  and  of  which  the  perfcverance  and  fimmcft  of 
Parliament  has  afforded  them  fo  ftriking  an  example.*' 

The  JUrd  ChanceOor,  by  his  Majefly's  command,  then  fiud  c 

MY  LORDS  AND  GBNTLEMEN> 
'  It  is  his  Majefty*s  royal  will  and  pleafure  that  this  Parliament  be  prorogued, 
to  Thnrfday,  the  5th  day  of  Odober  next,  to  be  then  here  holden ;  and  this  P^u^ 
aiment  is  accordingly  prorogiM  ^to  Thurfday^  the  5th  day  of  Odobcr  nexc^ 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Thursday,  July  20- 
New  writs  were  ordered  for  the  cle£lion  of  burgefles  t# 
ferve  in  Parliament  for  the  borough  of  Old  Sarum»  in  the 

room 
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room  of  Lord  Mornington,  who^  fince  his  cleAion,  has  ac- 
cepted of  the  Cbiltern  Hundreds ;  and  for  the  diftrid  of - 
boroughs  of  Pettenweem,  Andruther  eafter,  Anftruther 
wcfter,  Crail,  and  Kilrenny,  in  the  room  of  John  Anftru- 
ther,  Efq.  who*  fince  his  eledion,  has  accepted  the  office  of 
Chief  Juftice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Judicature  at  Cal- 
cutta. 

Mr.  Jbbott  brought  up  another  report  from  the  Committee 
of  Finance,  which  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  Speaker,  with  the  Houfe,  attended  in  the  Houfe  of 
Lords  in  obedience  to  his  Majefty's  command,  and  on  their 
return  the  Speaker  read  the  King's  fpecch  at  the  table. 


Tht 
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The  following  BILLS  received  the  Royal  Affent  In  the  court? 
of  the  Seffion,  commencing  September  27,  1796,  and 
ending  July  ao,  1797,  and  were  all  the  public  ACTS 
of  that  period. 

"    A  N  Aft  for  granting  an  aid  to  his  Majefty  by  a  Land 
■*^  tax,  to  be  raifcd  in  Great-Britain,  for  the  fcrvice 
of  the  year  one  thdufand  fcvcn  hundred  and  ninety- feven. 

**  All  Aft  for  continuing  and  granting  to  his  Majefty  certain  duties  on 
Malt,  Mum,  Cyder,  and  Perry,  for  the  fervice  of  the  year  one  thoufand 
feven  hundred  and  ninety. feven. 

Nov,  XI.  **  ^n  Aft  for  providing  an  augmentation  td  the  Militia,  to 
be  trained  and  exercifed  in  the  manner  theirin  direftcd  j  and  for  enabling 
his  Majefty  to  caufe  the  fame  to  be  embed  led,  in  cafe  of  neceflity,  for  the 
defence  of  thefe  kingdoms. 

"  An  Aft  for  raifmg  a  certain  number  of  men  in  the  feveral  counties  in 
England,  for  the  fcrvice  of  his  Majefty's  army  and  navy. 

"  An  Aft  for  raiding  a  certain  number  of  men,  in  the  feveral  counties, 
ftewartries,  royal  burghs,  and  towns,  in  that  part  of  Great  Britain,  called 
Scotland^  for  the  fervice  of  his  Majcfty's  army  and  navy. 

**  An  Aft  for  enabling  his  Majefty  to  ralfe  a  provincial  force  of  Ca- 
valry to  be  embodied,  in  cafe  of  neceflity,  for  the  defence  of  thefe  king- 
doms.*^ 

**  An  Aft  to  continue  for  a  limited  time,  and  amend,  an  Aft  made  in 
the  laft  feffion  of  Parliament,  intituled,  "  An  Aft  to  prohibit  the  exporta- 
tion of  Com,  Meal,  Flour  apd  Potatoes,  and  to  permit  the  importation  of 
Corn  and-other  articles  of  proyifion,  for  a  limited  time,  in  any  fliips  what- 
ever, without  payment  of  duty,  and  for  permitting  Wheat,  Wheat  Flour, 
and  Meal,  imported  in  order  to  obtain  the  bonnties  granted  by  an  Aft  of 
the  laft  feflion  of  Parliament,  but  which  have  not  been  found  fit  for  making 
Bread,  to  be  ufed  in  the  manufafture  of  Starch,  Hair  Powder  and  BIuc> 
or  in  the  diftillation  of  low  Wines  and  Spirits.*' 

**  An  Aft  to  continue  for  a  limited  time,  an  Aft  made  in  the  thirty- 
fifth  year  of  the  reign  of  his  prefent  Majefty,  for  permitting  the  importa- 
tion of  organzined  Thrown  Silk,  Flax,  and  Flax  Seed,  into  this  kingdom 
in  ftiips  or  veflfeU  belonging  to  any  kingdom  or  ftate  in  amity  with  his 
Majefty." 

**  An  Aft  for  granting  Annuities  to  fatisfy  certain  Navy,  Viftualling, 
Tranfport,  and  Exchequer  Bills." 

December  23.  «*  An  Aft  for  rai/ing  the  fum  of  eighteen  millions  by 
way  of  Annuities.'' 

"  An  Aft  to  indemnify  fuch  perfons  as  have  omitted  to  qualify  them- 
felvesfor  oftices  and  employments,  and  to  indemnify  Juftices  of  Peace,  or 
others  who  have  omitted  to  regifter  or  deliver  in  their  qualifications,  with- 
in the  time  limited  by  law,  and  for  giving  further  time  for  thofe  purpofes, 
and  to  indemnify  members  and  officers  in  cities,  corporations,  and  borough 
towns,  whofe  admiftions  have  been  omitted  to  be  ftamped  according  to- 
law,  or  having  been  ftamped  have  been  loft  or  mlfiaid,  and  for  allowing 
them  time  to  pr6vide  admiftions  duly  ftamped  j  to  g'^vc  further  time  to- 
fuch  perfons  as  have  omitted  te  make  and  file  aftidavids  of  the  execution 
of  indentures  of  clerks  to  attornies  and  folicitors ;  and  for  indemnifying 
'•'•  •  deputy- 
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deputy-lieutenancy  and  ofEcers  of  the  militia,  who  have  negle£led  to  tranf- 
mit  defcriptions  of  their  qualifications  to  the  clerics  of  the  peace  within 
the  time  limited  by  law,  and  tor  allowing  further  time  for  that  porpofe,*'  ' 

"  An  Aft  to  continue  ftveral  Afts,  made  in  the  thirty-fiftb  and  thirty, 
fixth  years  of  bis  prefent  Majefty*9  reig;i,  rerpe6ling  the  admiifion  of  certain 
articles  of  merchandize  in  neutral  (hips,  and  the  ifl'uing  of  orders  in  Coun* 
cil  for  that  purpofe  for  a  limited  timt." 

*'  An  Acl  to  enable  tlie  company  of  proprietors  of  the  Dudley  Canal 
Navigation  to  raiie  a  further  fum  of  money  for  completing  thfC  faid  Niri- 
gation,  and  for  amending  the  feveral  Afts  relating  thereto." 

*«  An  Aft  for  amending,  widening,  altering,  improving,  and  kcepbg^^ 
in  repair  the  road  from  Kochdale,  through  Bamford  and  Siitle  to  Bury, 
and  for  making  and  maintaining  three  feveral  branches  of  road  thcrefiiomy 
ail  in  the  county  Palatine  of  Lancirftcr," 

**  An  Aft  for  amending,  widening,  turning,  altering,  improving,  and 
keeping  in  repair,  the  road  from  or  near  Guide  Poft,  at  pr  near  a  certain 
place  ca'led  Sudden  Bridge,  in  the  townlhip  of  Caftleton,  within  the  parifli 
«f  Rochdale,  in  the  county  Palatine  of  Lancafter,  to  the  north  cafterly  end 
of  a  certain  Heet  or  place,  in  the  town  of  Bury,  within  the  parifli  of 
Bury,  in  the  faid  county,  called  Gierke  Street,  and  for  makng  a  new  road, 
from  and  out  of  the  faiil  road,  at  or  near  a  pl^ce  called  Captain  Fold,  in  the 
townfhip  of  Caftlcton  aforefaid,  to  communicate  as  wel]  with  the  turnpike- 
road  leading  from  the  town  of  Rochdale  to  the  town  of  Manchefter  in  the 
faid  county,  as  alfo  with  the  Rochdalp  Canal,  at  or  near  a.  place  called  the 
Bhic  Pitts,  in  the  faid  townftiip  of  Caftleton." 

December  28.  "  An  Aft  for  granting  to  his  Majefty  additional  duties' 
of  Excifeon  Auftions,  Bricks,  Cocoa-nuts,  Britifh  and  Foreign  Spirits, 
and  Tea." 

.,  •*  An  Aft  for  grnnting  to  his  Majefty  ctl-tain  duties  of  Cuftoms  of 
Goods,  Wares,  and  Mercl^andizc,,  imported  into,  exported  from,  or 
brought  and  carrica  coaftwjfc  within  Great- Britain,  except  Wine,  and 
except  Co.Is,  when  brought  or  carried  condwife  j  and  for  applying  the 
money  to  arife  by  virtue  of  an  Aft,  paflfcd  in  the  laft  feiCon  of  Parliament, 
intitulcfd,  *'  ah  Aft  for  reduftlon  of  the  drawbacks  and  bounties  now  al- 
lowed en  the  exportation  of  Sugar,'*  towards  defraying  the  encreafcd 
charge  occaiioneil  by  any  loan  granted,  or  Hock  created^  by  any  Aft  or 
Afts  pafll'd  in  the  lail  Iculon  of  Parliament.'* 

"  An  Aft  for  granting  to  bis  MajeHy  an  additional  duty  on  Stage 
Coaches." 

«<  An  Aft  for  granting  to  his  Majrfty  certain  additional  duties  on 
Diftillerlcs  in  Scotland,  and  on  the  exportation  of  Britifh  made  Spirits, 
ircm  England  to  ScotUnd,  and  from  Scothnd  to  England." 

**  An  AtX  for  a)f  cring  certain  rates  of  Poftage  for  conveyance  of  Letters 
in  England  and  Scotland,  relpeftively,  and  o!  Packets  to  and  from  Great- 
Britain,  from  and  to  Portugal,  and  the  Btitlfh  Colonies  in  America,  rc- 
Tpcftively,  and  tor  fetting  apart,  at  the  receipt  of  the  Exchequer,  for  a 
ceiiain  ptiiod,  cut  of  the  revenues  of  the  Poft-Ofllice,  the  annual  fum  of 
fbity  thoufand  p"unt!s,  towards  defiaying  the  cncreafed  charge  occafioned 
f>y  any  loan  ralitd,  or  ftock  cieated,  by  any  Aft  or  Afts  paflcd  in  the 
thirty-iilth  year  of  the  reign  of  his  piefcnt  Majefty." 

•*  An  Aft  for  the  more  cfFcftuaily  f-cunng  the  Stamp  Duties  on  Inden- 
fures,  Leaffs,  Bsnds,  nnd  other  Deeds.*' 

'<  An  Aft  fcr  extending  ihe  tim^,  limited  by  an  Aft  of  this  feffion  of 

parliamenr^ 
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Parliament,  for  delivering  in  Navy,  Vi6lualling»  Tranrport,  and  Exche- 
quer Bills***  '  «.. 

*<  An  A61  for  authorizing  his  Majcfty  for  a  limited  time  to  make  regu- 
Jations  rcrpe^ing  the  Tiade  and  Commerce  to  and  from^he  Cape  of  Good 
Hope." 

«*  An  AQ.  for  amending,  widen? ngr»  and  keeping  in  repair  the  road 
from  Magdalen  Gate,  in  the  city  of  Norwich,  to  the  King^s  Arms  Inn, 
in  the  North  Walihpm,  in  the  county  of  Norfolk." 

f<  A»  Aft  for  allowing  further  time  for  the  payment  of  Inllalments,  to 
becoipe  due  on  certain  fums  advanced  by  way  of  loan,  purfuant  to  an  Aft 
of  the  thirty-iifth  year  of  the  reign  of  his  prefent  Majefty,' intituled,  "  at 
Aft  for  enabling  his  Majefty  to  direct  the  ilTue  of  Etchtquer  Bills,  to  « 
limited  amount,  for  the  purpofes  and  in  the  manner  therein  mentioned  t 
and  for  granting  further  relief  td  perfons  conneded  with  and  trading  to  the 
jflands  of  Grenada  and  St.  Vincent.*' 

'*  An  Aft  to  provide  for  the  more  fpeedy  payment  of  all  Navy,  Vifta« 
ailing  and  Tranfport  Bills,  that  ihall  be  iflTued  in  future." 

**  An  Aft  to  explain  and  amend  an  Aft,  made  in  this  prefen^fe(lipn 
of  Parliament,  intituled,  "  au  Aft  for  providing  an  augmentation  to  the 
Militia,  to  be  trained  and  cxercifcd  in  the  manner  therein  direfted,  and 
for  enabling  bis  Majefty  to  caufe  the  fame  to  be  embodied  in  cafe  of  nccef« 
fity,  for  the  defence  of  thefc  kingdoms.** 

"  An  Aft  to  explain  and  amend  an  Aft  made  in  the  prefent  fefSon  of 
Parliisiment,.  intituled,  "  an  Aft  for  enabling  hi  a  Majefty  to  raifc  a  pni- 
vincia^l  force  of  Cavalry,  to  be  embo|died  in  cafe  of  necefllty,  for  the  de- 
fence of  ihefc  ktegdoma."    ^ 

<<  An  Aft  to  explain  and  amend  an  Aft  made  in  this  prefent  iefHoo  of 
Parliament,  intituled,  "  an  Aft  for  railing  a  certain  number  of  men  in 
the  fevcraA  counties  in  Englandj  for  tlie  fervice  of  his  Majefly's  army  and 
oavy.**  ... 

•«  An  Aft  £br  the  better  rajfing  and  ordering  the  Militia  forces  of  the 
Tower  Hamlets,  in  the  county  of  Middlefex." 

March  5.  **  An  .Aft  to  remove  doubts  lefpcfting  Piomiflbry  Notes 
of  the  Govei-nor  and  Company  of  the  Bank  ot  England,  for  payment  of 
fum&  of  money  unda*  five  pouncTs." 

*<  An  Aft  for  making  aod  maimaining  a  Navigable  Canal  from  Guinea 
Port,  in  the  parifli  of  St.  Breack,  in  the  county  ot  Cornwall,  to  Dunmeer 
Brtdgff,  in  tiie  pariftj  of  Bodmm,  in  the  faid  county,  and  alfo  a  certain 
collateral  cut  from  Cotton  .Wood,  to  or  near  to  Ruthem  Bridge,  in  the  ikid 
paiifli  of  Bodmin.**  . 

•«  An  Aft  for  enabling  the  company  of  proprietors  of  the  Grantham 
Canal  Navigation  to  finifk  and  complete  ihk  fame  \  and  the  collateral  cut 
to  oommunicale  therewith,  and  fpr  annendingthe  Aft  of  Parliament  paJTed 
in  the  thin y-thiid  year  oi  the  reign  of  his  prefent  Majefty,  fcr  making  and 
maintaining  thejaid  canal  and  collatej-al  cut." 

"  An  Aft  for  continuing  the  teim,  and  altering  and 'enlarging  the 
powers  of  two  Afts  of  Parllaraent,  pafied  in  the  twenty- leccnd  yecu-  of  the 
reign  of  King  George  the  Second,  and  in  the  tenth  yc:ir  of  the  reign  of  ' 
his  prefent  Majefty,  for  repairing  and  widening  fcVkiral  ro^Js  In  the  county 
of  Soflex,  fo  far  as  the  iaid  Afls  relate  to  the  road  leadir.g  from  the 
Bridge,  at  the  north  end  of  Farnhurft.lane,  through  Midhurlt,  to  the  city 
of  Chichefter,  and  from  Chicheller  aforelaid  to  Dclkey,  all  in  the  faid 
county  of  Sniicx.*' 
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March  7.  "  An  A6V  to  enable  the  Eaft-India  company  to  niCc  nwotf 
by  further  JVicreaGng  their  capital  ftock,  and  to  extend  the  provlikms  now 
exifting,  refpc6\ing  the  piefent  (lock  of  the  company,  to  the  (aid  encreafcd 
ftock/' 

March  10.  '*  An  A61  for  puniihing  Mutiny  and  Defertion,  and  for 
the  better  payment  of  the  Artny  and  their  quarters.*' 

*«  An  Aft  to  fufpend,  for  a  limitetl  time,  the  operation  of  two  A6tt  ^f 
the  fifteenth  and  fcventeenth  years  of  the  reign  of  his  prefent  Majefty^  for 
rcftrnining  the  negotiation  of  PromiflTory  Notes, and  Inland  Bills  of  Ex- 
change, under  a  limited  fum,  within  that  part  of  Great-Britain,  called 
England." 

March  14.  **  An  A6t  for  the  regulation  of  his  Majefty's  Marine 
forces  while  on  Ihore.'* 

**  An  A£l  for  appointing  Commifllioners  for  putting  in  execution  an 
.  A61  for  this  feflion  of  Parliament^  intituled,  **  an  AA  for  granting  an  aid 
^  his  Majcily  by  a  Land  Tax,  to  be  taifed  in  Great- Britain,  forth&fer- 
vice  of  the  year  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  ninety-feven." 

"  An  Aft  to  enable  the  company  of  proprietors  of  the  NoTigable  Canal 
from  the  Trent  to  the  Merfcy,  to  make  a  Navieablc  Canal  from  and  out 
of  a  certain  branch  of  their  faid  Navigation,  called  the  Caldon  Canal,  at 
or  near  Endon,  to  or  near  the  town  of  Leek,  in  the  county  of  Stafford, 
and  alfo  a  refervoir  for  fupplying  the  i'everal  Canals  of  the  faid  company 
with  water." 

*•  An  Aft  to  enlarge  the  terms  and  power?  of  two  feveral  Aft$  of  Par- 
liament, the  one  made  in  the  twenty- third  year  of  the  reign  of  hit  late 
Majefty,  and  the  other  in  the  eleventh  year  ot  hi»  prefent  M^efty,  for  re- 
pairing the  road  from  the, city  of  York  over  Skipbrid^  to  Boroughbridgey 
in  the  county  of  York.'* 

*<  An  Aft  for  continuing  the  term,  and  altering  and  enlarging  the 
powers  of  two  Afts,  paffed  in  the  twenty -ninth  year  of  the  reig^  of  his 
late  Majedy  King  George  the  Second,  and  in  the  fifteenth  year  of  the 
reign  of  his  prefent  Majefty,  fo  far  as  the  fame  relate  to  the  roads  from 
BaAngftoke,  through  Popham  lane,  Sutton  Scotney,  and  Stockbridge,  in 
the' county  of  Southampton,  to  a  place  called  Lobcomb  Corner, '  in  the 
county  of  Wilts." 

••  An  Aft  for  reviving,  contlnnlng,  and  amending  an  Aft,  paiTed  in 
the  eleventh  year  of  his  pref<.nt  Majelty,  for  repairing  and  widening  the 
road  leading  from  Wem,  in  the  county  of  Salop,  to  the  Lime  Rocks  at 
Biony- Garth,  and  feveral  otlier  roads  in  the  counties  of  Salop  and  Den- 
bigh.- 

**  An  Aft  for  enlarging  the  term  and  powers  of  certain  Afts,  pafled  in 
the  third,  fevenieenth,  and  thirtieth  years  ofthe  reign  of  his  late  Majefty,  and 
the  thirteenth  year  of  his  prefent  Majefty,  for  repairing  the  feveral  roads  in 
the  counties  of  Warwick,  Worcefter,  and  Glouceller,  fo  far  as  relstc  to 
the  road  leading  from  a  gate,  called  Shipton  Toll-Gate,  at  Bridge-Town, 
in  the  parlft)  of  Old  Stratford,  through  AMerminfter  and  Shipfton  upon 
Stower,  to  the  top  of  Long  Compton-Hill,  in  the  faid  county  of  War- 
wick."      '  • 

March  27.  "  An  Aft  to  continue  the  laws  now  in  force,  for  regtilat- 
ing  the  trade  between  the  fubjtfts  of  his  Majefty's  dominions  and  the  in- 
habitants of  the  territories  belonging  to  the  United  States  of  America,  Co 
'  far  as  the  fame  relate  to  the  Trade  and  Commerce  carried  on  between  this 
kingdom,  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  countries  belonging  to  the  faid' United 
States/* 

«  An 
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«  An  A61  for  defraying  the  charge  of  the  pay  and  cloathing  of  the  Mi- 
litia in  that  part  of  Great- Britain  called  England,  for  the  year  one  thou- 
iand  feven  hundred  and  ninety-feven.** 

«  An  A&.  to  explain  and  antend  an  A£k,  made  in  this  prefent  feffibn  of 
Parliament,  intituled  <<  an  A^  for  raifing  a  certain  number  of  men  ^n  the 
ieveral  counties,  ftewactriet,  royal  burghs,  and  towns,  in  that  part  of 
Great*Britain,  called  Scotland,  for  the  fervice  of  his  Majeity*s  army  and 
navy." 

"  An  Aft  to  allow  the  Banks,  and  certain  Banking  vCompanles  in 
that  part  of  Grest-Britain  called  Scotland,  to  iffue  Notes  for  Aims,  under 
a  certain  amount,  for  a  limited  time,  and  for  indemnifying  all  perfons  who 
have  iifued  Notes  for  fmall  fums  of  money  in  that  part  of  the  united  king- 
dom/' 

'<  An  Aft  for  more  elfeftually  making  and  repairing  certain  roads  in 
the  ftewartries  of  Kirkcudbright,  and  for  amending  an  Aft,  made  in  the 
twentieth  year  of  the  reign  of  his  prefcpt  Majefty,  lor  repairing  the  high-  . 
ways,  bridges,  and  ferries,  within  the  faid  ftcwartry." 

April  %4,  *«  An  Aft  for  increafing  the  rates  of  fubfiftenceto  be  paid 
to  Innkeepers  and  others,  on  qiiartering  foldiers." 

"  An  Aft  for builJing  a  new  Chapel  at  Plymouth  Dopk,  in  the  parifii 
of  Stoke  Pamerel,  in  the  county  of  Devon.** 

**  An  Aft  for  amending  and  rendering  more  effeftual  an  Aft,  palTed  in 

the  thirty-third  year  of  the  reign  of  his  prefent  Maje(lv>  for  paving,  ILght- 

-  ing,  cleaiing,  and  otherwife  improving,  the  town  of  Ipfwich,  in  the  county 

of  Suffolk,  and  for  removing  and  preventing  encroachment^  obftruftionsy 

and  annoyances  therein.** 

**  An  Aft  for  altering  and  amending  an  Aft  pafled  in  the  eighteenth ' 
year  of  the  reign  of  his  prelent  Majefty,  intituled  "  an  Aft  for  paving, 
clean&ng,  lighting,  and  watching  the  town  of  Northampton,  and  for  re- 
moving and  {>reventing  encroachments,  obllruftions,  and  annoyances 
therein,  and  tor  continuing  the  term  of  certain  tolls  by  the  faid  Aft 
granted.** 

**  An  Aft  for  completing,  widening,  and  keeping  in  repair  the  road 
from  Weft  Lavington,  unto  and  through  the  town  of  the  Devizes,  to  the 
houfe  known  by  the  name  of  the  Qreen  Man,  in  Seend,  in  the  county  of 
Wilts,  and  from  Rowde  Ford,  through  the  Devizes  Market  Place,  tQ 
join  the  Beckhampion  Turnpike- road,  near  Wanddyke,  and  from  the  eafi 
end  of  the  Devizes  afoielaid,  to  the  top  of  Red  Houfe  Hill,  in  the  fajd 
county  of  Wilts.** 

*<  An  Aft  for  repairing  and  widening  the  road  leading  from  the  town 
and  port  of  Dover,  through  the  town  and  borough  of  Deal,  to  a  certain 
place  in  the  pariAi  of  Shotden,  called ,  Fouhnead  Field,  and  for  making  a 
new  road  through  part  of  the  faid  field,  and  Hacklinge  Brooks,  and  part 
of  a  certain  other  held  called  Word  Field,  to  or  near  to  a  mclTua^e  or  farm 
houfe,  called  Upton  Faim,  in  the  parifh  of  Worth,  otherw»fe  Word,  and 
for  repairing  and  widening  the  road  from  thence  to  the  town  and  port  of 
Sandwich.'* 

"  An  Ail  to  continue  the  term,  and  alter  and  enlarge  the  powers  of 
an  Aft  of  the  eleventh  year  of  his  prefent  Majtfty's  reign,  for  more  effccr 
tually  .repairing  and  ^(mending  the  roads  from  Liverpool  to  Prefcof,  Aih« 
ton,  and  Warrington,  and  other  roads  therein  mentioned,  in  the  county 
palatine  of  Lancalter.*' 

f  f  An  Aft  for  amending,  altering,  widening,  improving,  aodkeeping  in 
4  L  »  r?paif 
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fvpair  the  road  ftwa  the  preient  turnpike-road  at  Hulm^  Chipei,  In  the 
county  palatine  of  Chefter,  leading  from  Hulmes  Chapel  to  Knuttford,  to 
the  South  Bridge  in  Cbelford,  In  the  faid  county,  near  to  Cheiford  Qhapel/* 
^*  An  Aft  for  continuing  the  term»  and  altering  and  enlarging  the 
powers  of  three  AAs  pafTed  in  the  third  and  feventeeoth  years  of  his  late 
Majefty  King  George  the  Second,  and  in  tlie  fixteenth  year  of  the  reign  oF 
his  prefent  Majefty,  for  repairing  the  road  from  that  part  of  Chatham, 
which  lies  next  to  the  city  of  Rochef^er  to  St.  Dunllau^s  Crofs,  near  the 
city  of  Canterbury,  in  the  county  of  Kent,  and  for  amending  and  widen- 
ing the  road  from  the  turnpike-ruad,  at  or  near  a  place  galled  Makenade 
Comer,  in  the  parifh  of  Prefton,  to  Bagham  Crofs  and  Shalmsford-laae 
End,  in  theparifli  oF  Chilham,  in  the  faid  county.'* 

Msy  3.  *'  An  Af^for  confirming  and  continuing  for  a  limited  timca 
the  reftri6lion  cohtained  in  the  Minute  of  Council  ot  the  twcnty-fixth  of 
February,  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  ninety-feven,  on  payments  of 
ca(h  by  the  Bank/' 

**  An  A61  for  making  certain  annuities  created  by  the  Parlbment  of 
the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  transferable,  and  the  dividends  thereon,  payable 
^t  the  Bank  of  England,  and  for  the  better  fccurity  of  the  proprietors  of 
fuch  annuities,  and  of  tlie  Governor  and  Company  of  the  Bank  of  .Ene. 
land." 

*«  An  Aft  for  difcharging  the  eftates  of  John  Yeldham,  Efq.  from  cer- 
tain demands  of  the  crown,  upon  the  conditions  therein  mentioned.'" 

*'  An  A6t  fcr  altering,  amend^ing,  and  reiidering  more  eflFeftual  two 
Aftsi  made  in  the  eleventh  and  fifteenth  years  of  the  reign  of  his  prelcot 
Majefty,  for  the  regulation  and  improvement  of  the  fiflieries  in  tlie  river 
Tweed,  and  the  rivers  and  ftreams  running  into  the  fame,  and  alfo  within 
the  mouth  or  entrance  of  the  faid  river.*' 

<*  An  A£l  for  repairing,  improving,  and  maintaining,  the  harbour  of 
Eyemouth,  in  the  county  of  Berwick." 

"  An  Aft  for  repairing,  deepening,  enlarging, 'and  preferving  the  har- 
bour of  Barmouth,  m  the  county  of  Merioneth." 

*•  An  Aft  for  enabling  the  company  of  proprietors  of  the  Leicefter  Na- 
vigation, to  finifti  and  complete  their  feveral  works,  and  to  difcharge  the 
debts  contrafted  in  the  making  thcreo(^  and  for  amending  an  Aft,  pal&d 
in  the  thirty-firft  year  of  the  reign  of  his  prefent  Majefty,  for  making  the 
feid'navigation,  and  feveral  other  works,  in  fuch  Aft  mentioned." 

<*  An  Aft  for  regulating  and  converting  the  ftatute  labour,  in  the  county 
of  Fife,  and  fore  more  efteftually  making  and  repairing  the  highways 
within  the  faid  county." 

«*  An  Aft  for  enlarging  the  term  and  powers  of  the  feveral  Afts,  pafled 
in  the  thirty-firft  vear  of  the  reign  of  his  late  Majefty,  and  in  thefirft  and 
cig4ueenth  year  of  the  reign  of  his  prefent  Majtfty,  for  repairing  the  road 
from  Leeds  to  Sheffield,  in  the  county  of  York,  fo  far  as  the  fame  relate  to 
the  road  from  Wakefitld  to  Sheffield." 

"  An  Aft  for  enlarging  the  term  and  powers  of  an  Aft  made  in  tbc 
feventecnth  year  of  the  reign  of  bis  prefent  Majefty,  for  repairing  the  road 
from  Halifax  to  Sheffield,  in  the  Weft  Riding  of^the  county  of  York,  fo 
fer  hs  the  fame  relate  to  the  road  from  Peniftonc  to  Sheffield." 

<*  An  Aft  for  enlarging  the  term  and  powers  of  fo  much  of  an  A£l» 
palled  ii}  the  thirty -fourth  year  of  his  prefent  Majefty^s  reign,  as  relates  to 
the  road  from  the  Toll  Houfc  in  Paifley-Ianc,  at  the  weft  fide  of  the  entry 
to  the  N'.w  Bridge  Glafgow,  by  or  near  Park-houfe,  to  the  eaft  end  of  the 
j^ridge  at  Renfrew." 

"  An 
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**  An  Aft  for  enlarging  the  term  and  powers  of  feveral  A€tt  made  in 
the  twenty-fixth,  twenty-lcventh,  and  thirtieth  yean  of  hit  late  Majcfty'a 
ceign,  and  in  twenty-ninth»  atid  thtrty.fecond  years  of  his  prefent  Ma- 
jcfty's' reign,  for  making  and  repairing  the  roads  from  GorbaJt  of  GlaT- 
gow  to  Floak  Bridge  and  Eafter  Grange,  in  the  county  of  Renfirw,  and 
other  roads  in  the  laid  county,  and  for  making  and  repairing  certain  otha' 
roads  in  the  faid  county,  branching  from,  or  conne£led  with  the  roads  men. 
tion«l  in  the  faid  A£ls.'* 

*«  An  A61  for  amending  and  rendering  more  efFeflual  Co  much  of  two 
A£ls  made  in  the  twenty-ninth  and  thirty- tbiitl  years  of  the  reign  of  his 

fi-efeat  Majefty  for  making  and  repairing  certain  roads  in  the  county  of 
'erth,  as  relates  to  the  roads  from  Perth  to  Crieff,  and  the  branches  there- 
of." ^        .       I    . 

**  An  AB.  for  more  efFe6)iialIy  amenduig,  improving,  and  keeping  in 
repair  the  read  from  the  Weft  Cowgitc,  near  the  town  of  Newcaftlc  upon 
Tyne,  through  the  weft  end  of  Kenton,  Ponteland,  Highham  Dykes, 
Newham  Edge,  Belfay  Mill,  and  South  Middieton,  to  the  north  fide  of  the 
river  Wanfpeek,  in  the  county  of  Northumberland,  and  alio  the  road 
leading  from  the  faid  road  to  the  Alemouth  turnpike- road."   ^ 

**  An  Aft  for  repairing,  widening,  and  improving  the  public  high  road 
leading  from  Milnthorp  to  Kirkby  Lonfdale,  in.  the  county  of  Wefhncm* 
land.'* 

AftfjF  9.  *«  An  Aft  for  carrying  into  execution  his  Majefty's  Order  in 
Council  of  the  third  day  of  May,  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  itinety* 
ieven,  for  an  increafe  of  pay  and  provifions  to  the  fi^amen  and  marinet 
ferving  in  his  Majefty's  navy,  and  to  amend  fo  much  of  an  Aft  made  in 
the  thirty-fifth  year  of  the  reign  of  his  prefent  Majefty,  as  enables  petty 
officers  and  feamen,  non-commififioned  officers  or  marines,  to  allot  part  of 
their  pay  for  the  maintenance  of  their  wives,  children,  or  mothers/* 

<*  An  Aft  for  authorizing  the  company  of  proprietors  of  the  Gloucefter  ' 
and  Berkely  Canal  Navigation  to  vary  the  fize  of  a  certain  part  of  the  rai4 
Canal,  fo  as  to  render  the  execution  thereof  more  ealy,  expeditious,  and 
leis  expenfive,  and  for  altering  and  amending  tlie  Aft,  pailed  in  the  thirty, 
^hird  year  of  the  reign  of  his  prefent  Majefty,  for  making  the  faid  canal." 

<*  An  Aft  for  taking  down  and  rebuilding  the  pariili  church  of  Mil- 
brooke,  in  the  county  of  Southampton,  and  for  enlaiging  the  church-yard 
jQjf  the  faid  parifti.'* 

'<  An  Aft  to  amend  an  Aft  m^e  in  the  twentieth  year  of  the  reign  of 
his  prefent  Majefty,  for  building  a  bridge  acrol's  the  river  Wye,  between 
Whitney  and  Clifford,  in  the  county  of  Hereford.'* 

<'  An  Aft  for  amending,  widening,  altering,  and  keeping  in  repair, 
the  road  leading  from  a  place  called  Marlon's  Corner,  in  the  town  of  Wel- 
lingborough, in  the  county  of  Northampton,  to  the  eait  end  of  Abington- 
fireet,  in  the  town  of  Northampton.'* 

**  An  Aft  for  altering,  amending,  and  enlarging  the  term  and  powers 
of  an  Aft  made  in  the  thirty-fourth  year  of  his  pi^fent  Majefty*s  reign^ 
fer  making  and  repairing  certain  roads  in  the  counties  of  Clackmanan  and 
Perth." 

Maj  II.  «  An  Aft  for  raifing  the  fum  of  fourteen  millions  five  htm« 
dred  thoufand  pounds  by  way  of  Annuities." 

•  *'  An  Aft  for  repairing  or  rebuilding  the  bridge  over  the  river  Severn, 
in  the  town  of  Bridgnorth,  in  the  county  of  Salop,  and  for  opening  con- 
renient  avenues  theretp. " 
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JW/ff  15,  "  An  Aft  for  guinintceing  the  payments  of  dividends  on  s 
loan  of  one  million  fix  hundred  and  twenty  thoufand  pounds  to  th«  Em* 
peror  of  Germany,  and  the  regular  redeinp'tion  of  the  capital  to  be  created 
thereby ;  for  enabling  the  Governor  and  Company  of  tht  Bank  of  Enjlandy 
to  retain  the  turns  granted  for  repaying  advances  made  by  them  ror  the 
public  fervice,  and  for  repaving  to  tnc  contributors  to  the  loans  of  fourteen 
nillions  five  hundred  thouland  pounds,  and  one  million  fix  Hundred  and 
twenty  thoufand  pounds,  the  excefs  of  their  deports  beyond  the  propor- 
tional depofits  to  the  faid  loans/* 

**  An  Aft  to  amend  an  Aft,  made  In  the  thirty-fourth  year  of  the  reign 
of  his  prefent  Majefty,  intituled  "  an  Aft  for  granting  to  his  Majedy  cer- 
tain Stamp  Duties  on  Indentures  of  Clerkfhip  to  Solicitors  and  Attomies 
in  any  of  the  Courts  in  England,  therein  mentioned.** 

**  An  Aft  to  revive,  amend,  and  continue  for  a  limited  time,  an  Aft 
^aflfed  in  the- prefent  fefTion  of  Parliament,  intituled  <<  an  A^\  to  fufpend 
for  a  limited  time,  the  operaticn  of  two  Afts,  of  the  fifteenth  and  feven- 
teenth  years  of  the  reign  of  his  prefent  Majefty,  for  refVraining  the  ne^iia- 
tion  of  PromifTory  Notes,  and  inland  Bills  of  Exchange,  under  a  limited 
fum,  within  that  part  of  Great  Britain,  called  England.** 

**  An  Aft  to  revive  and  continue  for  a  limited  time,  and  amend  an  Afty 
pafled  in  the  prefent  feflion  of  Parliament,  intituled,  *^  An  Aft  to  allow  the 
Banks  and  certain  Banking  Companies,  in  that  part  of  Great- Britain, 
called  Scotland)  to  iifue  Notes  for  Sums  under  a  certain  amount,  for  a 
limited  time)  and  for  indemnifying  aU  perfons  who  have  iifued  Notes  for 
fmall  fums  of  money  in  that  part  of  the  united  kingdoms.*' 

**  An  Aft  for  granting  to  foreign  fhips,  put  under  his  Majefty*s  pro* 
teftion  the  privileges  of  prize  fhips,  under  certain  regulations  and  it" 
ifbifticms,  and  for  allowing  Aliens  in  foreign  colonies^  iurrendered  Co  his 
Majefty,  to  exercife  the  occupations  of  merchants  or  faftors.** 

••  An  Aft  for  indemnifying  Governors,  Lieutenant-Governors,  and 
perfons  afting  as  fuch  in  the  Weft- India  Iflands,  who  have  permitted  the 
importation  and  expoitation  of  goods  and  commodities  in  foreign  bottoms.** 

••  An  Aft  for  empowering  the  Juftices  of  the  Peace,  for  the  county  of 
Middlefex,  at  their  general  or  quarter  fefTions  of  the  peace,  to  make  a  fair 
and  equal  county  rate  for  the  faid  county.** 

**  An  Aft  for  re-vefting  certain  lands,  tenements,  and  hereditaments, 
in  the  county  of  Kent,  in  t(ie  fornler  proprietors  thereof,  and  for  other  pur« 
pofes  therein  mentioned .  *' 

**  An  Aft  to  embank  and  drain  the  open  and  unembanked  lands  and 
groimds  lying  between  the  Dales  Head  Dyke,  and  the  river  Witham,  in  the 
fcveral  townfhips  or  hamlets  and  parlfhes  of  Walcot,  Timberland  Thorpe, 
Timberland  Martin,  Linwood,  and  Blankrey,  all  in  the  county  ot  Lin- 
coln/- 

««  An*  Aft  for  charging  the  fen  lands  and  low  grounds  within  the 
fecond,  third,  fourth,  and  fifth  diftrifts  in  the  bounds  and  precinfts  of 
Whiltlefey,  in  the  Ifle  of  Ely,  and  county  of  Cambridge,  with  further 
taxes  for  difcharging  the  debts  incurred  by  the  Commiflioners,  for  the  faid 
diftrifts  refpeftively,  under  certain  Afts  paffed  in  the  twenty- fecond  year 
of  King  George  the  Second,  and  in  the  twelfth  year  of  his  prefent  Ma- 
jefty i  and  for  better  improving,  fupporting,  and  prefer ving* the  diainage 
of  the  faid  lands  and  grounds.** 

««  An  Aft  for  continuing  the  term,  and  altering  and  enlarging  the 
powers  of  two  Afts,  paffed  in  the  twenty-ninth  year  of  the  reign  of  his  late 
Uajtfty  King  George  the  Secoxidi  and  in  the  feventcenth  year  of  the  reign 
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©T  hit  prefent  Majcfty,  for  the  rcpairiii?  and  widening  certain  roads  lead- 
ing to  and  from  the  city  of  Lincoln  ;  and  for  repairing  anJ  widening  th« 
roads  from  the  termination  of  the  prefent  turnpike  road  at  the  foot  of 
Beaccbridge  Bri(ige,  over  tlie  fa  id  bridge,  weflward,  to  the  extremity  of 
the  county  of  Lincoln,  near  a  place  called  Potter  Hill,  and  from  the  ter« 
Riination  of  the  prefent  turnpike  road,  at  the  foot  of  Canwick  Hill|  fouth« 
ward,  to  a  Windmill  at  the  top  of  the  faid  Hill.'* 

-*«  An  A£l  for  continuing  the  term,  and  altering  and  enlarging  the 
poweri  of  an  Aft,  pafied  in  the  twenty -eighth  year  of  the  reign  of  his 'late 
Majefty  King  George  the  Second,  tor  repairing  and  widening  the  road 
from  Bafingiioke, through  Wortin  Overton,  Whitchurch,  Huibom  Pryorc, 
Andover,  and  Middle  Wallop  in  the  county  of  Southampton,  to  a  place 
called  Loboomb  Corner,  in  the  pari(h  of  Winterflow,  in  the  county  of 
Wilts  J  and  of  another  Aft  made  in'the  fourteenth  vear  of  his  prefent  Ma- 
jefty,  for  enlarging  the  term  and  powers  of  the  faid  Aft,  for  including  the 
road  from  Spittle  Houfr,  over  Wcyhill,  to  Mullen's  Pond,  as  direftedlsy 
an  Aft,  made  in  the  twenty- ninth  year  of  his  Majcfty  King  George  the 
Second,  and  for  amending  the  roads  from  Andover,  through  Charlton,  to- 
^(^rds  Tanglcy,  and  firom  Charlton  to  Clanfield  Bottom,  and  from  Wey- 
biU  to  SanS)n  Street  $  and  alfo  the  road  through  the  faid  town  of  Bafing- 
ftoke ;  and  alfo  for  amending,  widening,  and  keeping  in  repair^  certain 
other  roads  in  the  county  of  Southampton/* 

*'  An  Aft  for  more  effsftualiy  repairing,  improving,  and  keeping  in  re- 
pair, the  road  leading  from  the  Guide-poft  in  the  village  of  Adderbury,  in 
the  county  of  Oxford,  through  Kidlington,  to  the  end  of  the  Mileway  i^ 
the  city  of  Oxford/* 

**  An  Aft  for  making  and  repairing  the ,  road  from  Kinrofs,  in  the 
county  of  Kinrofs,  to  Alloa,  in  the  county  of  Clackmanan.** 

Jime  6.  **  An  Aft  for  granting  to  his  Majefty  additional  Duties  on 
tbe  amount  of  certain  Duties,  under  the  management  of  the  Commi/Iioners 
for  the  Affairs  of  Taxes/* 

*•  An  Aft  for  preventing  the  importation  of  Cambricks  and  French 
Lawns  into  this  kingdom,  not  being  of  the  manufafture  of  Ireland,  except 
for  the  purpofe  of  being  warehoufed  for  exportation/' 

**  An  Aft  for  prevcn^ng  the  defertion  of  Seamen  frorn^  Britif^i  mer- 
chant fhips,  trading  to  his  Majflfty*s  colonies  and  plantations  in  the  Weil 
Indies/' 

**  An  Aft  for  difallowing  the  Bounty  on  the  exportation  to  Ireland  of 
Sail  Cloth,  or  canvas,  of  the  manufafture  of  Great  Britain  for  a  limited 
time/' 

"  An  Aft  for  making  the  Port  of  San  Jofef,  in  the  ifland  of  Trinulad, 
a  free  Port/' 

**  An  Aft  to  enable  the  Eaft  India  Company  to  p:\y  the  r  xpences  of  two 
Regiments  of  Infantr)'',  to  be  railed  for  the  defence  and  proteftion  of  the 
Houfe  and  Warehoufes  of  the  faid  Company,  and  forfuch  public  fervlces 
as  are  mentioned  in  an  Aft,  made  in  the  thirty  founh  year  of  the  reign  of 
bis  prefent  Maie fly,  intituled,  **  An  Aft  for  encouraging  and  difciplining 
fuch  corps  or  companies  of  men  as  (hall  voluntarily  inroll  themfelves  for 
the  defence  of  their  counties,  towns,  or  coalls,  or  for  the  general  defence 
of  the  kingdom,  during  the  prefent  war/* 

*•  An  Aft  to  enable  his  Mnjcfty  ro  draw  out  and  embody  the  Miliria 
forces  of  the  Tower  Hamlets,  in  the  county  of  Mividlefsx/' 

"  An  Aft  for  the  better  pre^^cntlon  and  punifhment  of  attempts  to  fe- 
4uce  perfons,  fcrving  in  his  Majcfty's  forces,  by  Tea  or  land,  from  their 

duty 
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duty  and  allegtaitce  to  his  Majefty»  or  to  incite,  them  to  mutiny  or  diT* 
ob^iencc."  , 

<*  An  A^  for  mortf  effe^ltmlly  neftraining  intercourfc  withthe'cr^wa  of 
certain  of  his  Majellv*9  fhips  how  in  a  ftate  of  mutiny  and  reb^iooy  and 
for  the  more  efFe6lual  Aippreflion  of  fuch  mutiny  and  rebeUtoiki** 

**  An  Aft  for  the  h^tfer  Regtitation  and  EncourageiBent  of  Pilota  for 
the  condufting  of  fliips  and  veflels  into,  and  out  of  the  port  of  XivcnpooU** 

**  An  Aft  to  amend 'and  render  more  effeftual,  an  Aft  pafled  in  the 
twenty-iixth  year  of  the  retgn  ofhis  late  Majefty  Kixig  George  the  Secoodt 
intitled,  **  An  Aft  more  etteftvally  to  enable  the  pariihioaers  of  tiie  panfli 
of  Chrift  Church,  in  the  cptmty  of  Middleftx,  to  purchale,  hire*  or  ereft  « 
Workhoufe,  for  the  employing,  and  maintaining  the  Poor  of  the  Aid 
parifli,  and  for  the  more  tf^ftual  employment  and  Aipport  >of  the  Poor 
therein ;  and  alfo  an  Aft  palTed  in  the  eighteenth  year  of  hta  prefent  Ma* 
jefty*8  reign,  for  amendins^  the  faid  fir ft> mentioned  Aft,  amd  for  enlarnng 
the  powers  of  the  faid  Afts  and  altering  the  manner  c^  rating  to  the  Poor 
of  the  faid  parifh,  and  better  efieftuating  other  regulatioos  relative  thereto/' 

<(,An  Aft  for  paving,  cteaniing,  lighting,  watching,  and  otherwiie 
improving,  all  fuch  ftreets,  and  other  public  palTagca,  at  ace»  or  fliall  be« 
made  upon  a  certain  piece  of  ground  belonging  to  Elisabeth  Oovgfaty, 
finder,  fituafe  in  the  parifli  of  St.  Pancras>  in  the  county  of  Middlcftx.** 

<<  An  Aft  to  enable  the  Company  of  Proprietors  of  the  Navigation  ftom 
the  Trent  to  the  Merfey,  to  extend  feveral  branches  of  Canal  from  and  out 
of  their  faxd  ntivigation." 

**  An  Aft  for  amending,  widening,  altering,  improving,  and  keeping 
in  repair,  the  road  leadfng  from  Atchtmi  through  Condovcr  to  Darrii^gton, 
and  alfo  the  road  branching  out  of  the  faid  road,  at  a  place  called  AllHeld-  - 
Turning,  in  the  faid  pariSi  of  Coadover,  to  the  Tunnpiket  leading  front 
Shrewlbin-y  to  Ludlow,  ^t  a  place  called  HongehtU,  in  the  fame  pArifli,  all 
in  the  courtty  of  Salop  i 

«  An  Aft  for.  amending,  widening,  altering,  and  kcepifigin  iie»air»th^ 
road  from  Bolton- in -the- Moor  toi  Btackbnniy  in  the  County  Paiatiiie  of 
Lancarter." 

June  19.  *'  An  Aft  for  allowing  certain  difc6unt8  to  the  Conttibutor* 
of  Eightctn  Millions  raifed,  by  Annuities,  by  an.Aft  of  the  prefent  feilioa 
of  parliament,  who  (hall  have  completed  their  contitbutBons,  on  or  beibre 
the  days  therein  mentioned." 

"  An  Aft  to  repeal  fo  much  of  an  Aft  paiTed  in  the  prefent  fe(fion  of 
Pfriianicnr,ns  prohibits  the  exportation,  and  permits  the  Importation,  duty 
free,  of  IiSveral  forts  of  Corn,  and  other  articles  made  thereof.** 

*<  An  Aft  to  permit  goods,  the  produft  or  manufafture  of  certain  plaCe^ 
within  the  Levant  or  Mediterranean  Seas,  to  be  imported  into  Great  Bri- 
tain, in  Briii/h  or  foreign  vcffels,  from  any  place  whailbever,  for  a  limited 
time.'* 

<•  An  Aft  to  amend  fo  much  of  an  Aft,  made  in  the  thirty-fecond  year 
of  the  reign  of  K'ng  George  the  Second,  intituled,  **  An  Aft  for  the  re- 
lief of  Debtors,  with  repect  to  the  imprifonment  of  their  perfons,  and  to 
oblige  Debtors  vt/ho  (iiall  continue  in  execution  in  prifon  beyond  a  ceitain 
time,  and  for  fums  not  exceeding  what'  are  mentioned  in  the  Aft,  to  make 
difcovery  of,  and  del'vcr  upon  oath,  their  elbtes  for  their  creditors  be-< 
nefit,  as  relates  to  the  weekly  fums  t>5ercby  d:re6kd  to  be  paid  toprifonera 
in  cxfcutin^  for  debt,  in  the  vafes  therein  menrioned.'' 

<«  An  Aft  hi-  amending  an  Aft,  pafl'ed  in  the  thirty-fecond  ytar  of  the 
reign  of  his  prcftnt  Majtiiy,  imilukd,  **  An  Aft  for  the  Maintenance  and 

Improvcmen  t 
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•  » 

I^rovement  oF  the  Harbour  of  Ramfgate,  in  the  county  of  Kent ;  and  for 
cleaniing»  amending,  and  preierving  the  Haten  of  Sandwich,  in  the  fame. 
County.**  i 

«  An  AB.  for  paving,  lighting»1Aatching>  clean(ing>  watering,  iinproT- 
ing,  and  keeping  in  repair.  Great  Tower  Hill  j  and  for  removing  and 
preventing  nuifances  and  ahovances  within  the  fame.** 

«  An  A£l  to  aheis  amend,  ai^d  render  more  effe^lual  an  A61,  made  in 
the  fourteenth  year  of  his  late  Majetty,  King  George  the  Second,  intituled, 
'*  An  A^  for  the  more  efFe6lual  draining,  and preier ration  of  Waterbeach 
Level,  in  the  county  of  Cambridge,  and  to  eftablifli  an  agreement  made 
between  the  Lord  of  the  Manner  of  Watcrbeach  cum  Denny,  and  the 
Commiflioners  within  the  faid  Mantaer ;  and  alfo,  to  raife  a  further  fum  of 
money  for  the  improvement  and  fecurity  of  the  faid  Level." 

'<  An  A£l  to  amend,  and  render  more  effectual,  an  AR  made  in  the 
thirty-third  year  of  his  late  Majefty  King  George  the  Second,  intituled^ 
**  An  A6t  for  drainine,  and  preferving  certam'Fen  Lands  and  Low 
Grounds  in  the  Ifle  of  Ely,  and  counties  of  SuiFolJc  and  Norfolk,  between 
Mildenhale  River,  South,  Plant  Load,  and  Brandon  River,  North,  bound- 
ed on  the  Weft  by  the  River  Oufe,  and  on  the-Eaft  by  the  Winter  Load, 
Eamwell  Brooke,  and  the  Hard  Lands  Mildenhale,  and  for  empowering 
the  Governor,  BailiiFs,  and  Commonality  of  the  Company  of  Cortfervatora 
of  the  Great  Level  of  the  Fens,  commonly  called  Bedford  Level,  to  fell 
certain  Fen  Lands,  lying  within  the  limi:a  aforefaid,  commonly  called 
Invefted  Lands,  *'  Co  far  as  relates  to  the  Fen  Lands,  and  Low  Grounds, 
lying  in  the  firft  dtftrifl  defcribed  in  the  faid  AB ;  and  alfo  to  amend,  and 
render  more  effe6lual,  anA£t,  pafled  in  the  thirteenth  year  of  the  reign  of 
his  prefent  Majefty,  for  amending,  and  rendering  moie  effeAual,  the  laid 
firft  recited  A6V."  - 

«  An  A€i  for  amending,  widening,  altering,  and  keeping  in  repair, 
the  road  from,  or  from  near  Edenfield  Cbapel,  in  the  townihlpoFTotting- 
ton  Higton  End,  in  theparifhof  Bury,  to  the  townfh'p  of  Little  Bolton* 
in  the  parifh  of  Bolton -in-le  Moors ;  and  alfo  for  making  and  maintaining 
a  road  from  the  faid  road,  at,  or  near  a  place  cajled  Booth  Pitts,  in  the 
townfliip  of  Totting:  on  Lower  End,  to  or  near  Bury  Bridge,  in  the  town- 
fltip  of  Elton,  In  the  faid  parifti  of  Bury,  all  in  tne  County  Palatine  of 
Lsncaftcr." 

•5  An  ASk  for  enlarging  the  term  and  powers  of  two  Afts,  paflTed  in  the 
thirtieth  year  of  the  leignof  his  late  Majefty,  and  the  twelfth  ytarof  the 
reign  of  his  prefenf  Majefty,  for  r^airin^  and  widening  ftveral  roads  lead- 
ing to,  through  and  from,  the  town  of  Froome,  in  the  county  ofSomerfet, 
and  for  paving  the  footways,  and  heightening  the  ftreets  within  the  fiid 
town.** 

**  An  Aft  for  enlarging  the  term  and  powers  of  feveral  A6l»,  for  amend- 
ing, and  keeping  in  repair  feveral  roads  therein  mentioned,  hading  inta 
the  town  of  Leominfter,  in  the  county  of  Hereford." 

June  »a.  **  An  Aft  for  granting  to  his  Majefty  certain  Stamp  Dutirs 
on  the  feveral  matters  therein  menti*  ned  i  and  for  better  fecuring  the  dutut 
on  Certificates  to  be  taken  out  by  Solicitors,  Attomies,  and  otheri,  prac« 
tldng  in  certain  courts  of  juftice  in  Great  Britain." 

<<  An  Aft  to  continue  for  a  limited  time,  an  Aft  made  in  this  prefent 
Seftioh  of  Parliament,  intituled,  **  An  Aft  for  confirming  and  continuing 
for  a  limited  time,  the  Reftrifticn  contained  in  the  Minute  of  Council  of 
the  .tweniy-fixth  of  February,  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  ninety- 
feven,  on  payments  of  ca(b  by  the  Bank,**  under  certain  regulations,  and 
reftriftions." 
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<«  An  A61  to  continue  for  a  limited  time,  an  Afl:,  made  in  the  thirtf- 
fWiid  year  of  his  prefent  Majefty^s  reign,  intituled^  *«  An  Aft  for  efta- 
bii(hir.g  Regulations  refpcfVing,  Alient  ahiving  in  this  kingdmn,  or  red-' 
dent  therem  in  .certain  cafes." 

"  An  Aft  to  indemnify  fuch  perfons  as  have  opii^ted  to  c^am  their 
Ctrtificatcs  of  Inrollmcnr,  AdmiOTion  or  Regiftry,  in  the  fevcral  Courts  iir 
this  kingdom." 

«*  An  Aft  to  continue  an  Aft,  made  in  the  thirty-firft  year  of  his  pre- 
fent  M  jefty,  inti?uled,  «*  An  Aft  for  the  Encouragement  of  the  Pilchard 
Fifhery,  by  allowing  a  further  Bounty  upon  Pilchards  taken,  cured,  and 
exported.'* 

««  An  Aft  to  amend  two  Afts,  made  in  the  fourth  year  of  the  reign  of 
QM^en  Anne,  and  the  firft  year  of  the  reign  of  King  George  the  Firft,  for 
the  Prefei  v;^tion  of  Salmon  and  other  Fifh,  in  the  rivers  within  the  coun* 
ties  of  Southsmpton  and  Wilis.'* 

<<  An  Aft  for  amending,  and  rendeiing  morfc  efleftoal,  an  Aft  pafled 
fn  the  thirteenth  year  of  his  late  M  •jefty,  King  George  the  Firft,  intituled, 
<*  An  Aft  for  the  effcftual  Draining  and  Picftrvatian  of  Haddenham 
Level,  in  the  Iflc  cf  Ely,"  and  for  more  effeftually  draining  and  preferr- 
ing tlie  Fen  L^nds  &nd  Low  Grounds,  lying  within  the  faid  Lerel." 

**  An  Aft  for  moi'e  cficftually  repairfng  the  roads  between  tbeHoufe 
ccn.monly  called  the  Horfefhoa  Houfe,  in.the  parifli  of  Stoke  Goldington, 
in  the  county  of  Buckingham,  «snd  the  town  of  Noithampton ;  and  from 
the  N.ith  Bridge  of  Newpcrt  Pagnel,  in  the  faid  county  of  Buckingham, 
to  the  laid' Hoi  fi  (hoe  Houie." 

**  An  Act  for  carrying  into  execution  the  Treaty  of  Amity,  Commerce, 
and  N<iv:gaiign,  concluded  between  his  Majefty  and  the  united  States  of 
Anit-rica."  • 

*•  An.  Act  to  revive  and  continue  the  bounties  granted  by  an  Act  made 
in  the  twenty-futh  of  the  reign  of  his  prefent  Majefty,  for  encouraging'the 
fifheries  carried  on  in  N.wfbundland,  and  parts  adjacent,  froni  GreatBri- 
t.)in,  Ireland,  and  the  Britiih  dominions  in  Europe  ;  to  continue  fo  much 
of  an  Ace  made  in  the  thirty-third  year  of  the  reign  of  his  prefent  Majcfly, 
as  permits  the  '.mportation  and 'expoitatton  of  certain  goods,  wares,  and 
niercikandlzes,  in  fert;ign  Hiips,  into  and  from  the  port  of  Saint  John's,  in 
I'.e  id  Mid  ciT  Antigua  j  and  lor  fo  much  of  an  Act  madt  in  the  thirty,  third 
N^ar  of  tlie  rc\yn  of  Iiis  pifltnt  Maj-lty,  as  permits  Sir  William  Bifhop, 
O  <^ii  e  liifl;op,  ndd  Argl?s,Bi/hop,  to  cari^  on  the  manufacture  of  Maid- 
fi(.n»:  Guicva  j  and  alio  Co  much  of  an  Act  made  in  the  thirty-fifth  year  of 
Iiis  ^ittcnt  Majeity,  for  better  lecuring  the  duties  on  glafs,  as  was  to  con> 
tinuc  for  a  il«T)ited  time," 

**  An  At\  to  amend  and  render  more  effectual  an  Act  made  in  the 
tiiTty-rirft  year  of  the  reign  of  his  late  Majefty  King  George  the  Second, 
tu-viced,  ««  An  Act  for  the  due  making  of  bread,  and  to  regulate  the  pncc 
x\}  afiize  thereof,  and  to  pimirti  peribns  who  (hail  adulterste,  meal,  floor, 
ci  bread,"  To  f.tr  as  the  lame  relates  to  the  afllize  and  making  of  bread,  to 
l.e  inid  In  the  c'fy  of  London  and  the  liberties  thereof,  and  within  the 
\\'\i  kly  BilU  oJ  Mortality,  and  withui  ten  miles  of  the  Royal  Exchange." 
*«  An  Act  for  txtendir.g  ihe  Monmouthfhire  Canal  Navigation,  and 
fur  e!iplaining  and  an^nding  an  Act  pafled  in  the  tkirty-fecond  year  of  the 
rcipn  of  His  Majt ft y,  for  making  the  faid  CanaL'* 

'*  An  Act  fui  nilarging  and  improving  the  harbour  of  Aberdeen,  for 
building uew  qiiitys,  wharfs,  and  docks,  and  for  making  new  roads  and 
paffages,  artd* widening  others,  leading  to  and  from  the  faid  harbour.** 
•<  An  Act  for  extending  the  tcrin»  and  amending  luad  enlarging  the 
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powers  of  an  A£t>  ^(Ted  in  the.  nioetcenth  year  of  the  reign  of  his  pr^fcnt 
Majefty,  intituled,  «  Ad  Act  for  making  and  repairing  feveral  roads 
round  the  dty  of  <*  Briilol>**  and  for  making  and  keeping  in  repair  a  road 
^om  the  Turnpike  Gate,  at  the  iign  of  the  Black  Biixis,  on  tbc  Stapleton 
and  Mangotsneld  common  road,  into  the  Bitton  and  Taghili  common 
roadr 

«  An  Act  for  graating  to  his  Majefty  additional  duties  on  Dlftilkriesi 
in  the  fevehil  narts  of  the  Highlands  of  Scotland,  therein  particularly  de- 
fcribed,  for  a  limited  time,  and  for  regulating  the  duties  on  Diftiikries  in 
the  re^ctife  diftricts  in  Scotland/' 

**  An  Act  for  granting  to  his  Majeily  the  fum  of  two  hundred  thoufand 
pounds,  to  be  iffued  and  paid  to  the  Governor  dod  Company  of  the  Bank  of 
England,  to  be  by  them  placed  to  the  account  of  the  Commiflioners  for  tlie 
reduction  of  the  national  debt.  '*  An  Act  for  granting  to  his  Majefty 
feveral  additional  duties  on  inhabited  houfes." 

**  An  Act  for  granting  tp  hifl  Majefty  an  additional  Stamp  Duty  on 
Deeds.'  * 

'<  An  Act  for  granting  to  his  Majefty  additional  duties  on  certain 
Horfes,  before  charged  with  a  duty  of  Two  Shillings,  by  an  Act  of  the 
thirty-fixth  year  of  his  prefent  Majdty's  reign,  and  on  Moles." 

"  An  Act  for  granting  to  his  Ma/efty  cenain  duties  on  Clocks  and 
Watches.*'  •  ^ 

**  An  Act  for  granting  to  his  Majefty  additional  duties  on  Male  Ser- 
vants." 

**  An  Aat  for  granting  to  bis  Majefty  additional  duties  of  Cuftoms  on 
certain  goods,  wares,  and  merchandize  J inported  into,  exported  from,  and 
carried  coaftwife,  and  on  Pepper  to  beufed  and  confumed  in  this  kingdom.** 

**  An  Act  for  grautipg  to  his  Majefty  a  cdtain  Aim  of  money  to  be 
raifed  by  a  lotterj-." 

**  An  Act  fqr  raifing  certain  fum  of  money  Loans  or  Exchequer  bijlf, 
for  the  fervice  of  the  year  one  thoufand  feven^hondred  and  ninety  fcven.'* 

'*  An  Act  to  prevent  the  counterfeiting  any -copper  coin  in  this  realm. 
made  or  to  be  made,  current  by  Proclamation,  or  any  foreign  gold  ami 
filver  coin,  and  to  prefent  the  bringing  into  this  realm,  or  uttering  any 
counterfeit  foreign  gold  or  filver  coin.**  < 

•*  Ap  Act  for  the  better  preventing  the  forging  or  counterfeiting  the 
names  of  Vitnefles  to  letters  of  attorney,  or  other  authorities  or  rnftru* 
mentSj  for  the  transfer  of  Stooks  or  Funds,  which 'now  are,  or  by  aiiy 
Act  or  Acts  of  Parliament  fliall  hereafttr  be,  made  transferable  at  tne 
Bank  of  England,  or  for  the  transfer  of  any  part  of  the  capital  ftock,  of 
the  Governor  and  Company  of  the  Bank  of  England,  called  Bank  ftock, 
or  for  the  transfer  of  any  part  of  the  capital  ftoclc,  or  any  ftocks  or 
funds,  under  the  management  of  the  South  Sea  Company,  or  for  the 
transfer  of  any  part  of  the  capital  ftcck  of  the  Eaftlndia  Comjpany,  pi: 
for  the  receipt  ot  dividends  upon  any  fuch  ftccks  or  funds/* 

**  An  Act  for  making  allowances,  in  certain  cafes,  to  fubaltem  ofRcei;^ 
of  the  Militia  in  time  of  peace."  f 

"  An  Act  for  regulating  the  trade  to  be  carried  on  with  the  Britiih 
pofTeftions- in  India  by  the  fhips  of  nations  in  amity  with  his  Majcfly.'^ 

*'  An  Act  for  regulating  the  (hipping  and  carrying  ftaves  in  Britifli 
veffels  from  the  coaft  of  Afirica." 

"  An  Act  to  raific  and  embody  a  Militia  force  in  that  part  of  the  king- 
dom of  GreatrBiitait],  called  Scotland." 

4M»  -       '  ♦<  An 
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**  An  Act  for  aotborizlng  his  Majefty  to  pcnrtit  the  erpoitaelon  .of  an 
ftdditiojia]  <|uanticy  of  Whtar,  WTieat  Meal,  oi  Flour,  Rye,  Barley,  or 
Malt,  or  Bread  Bifcuit,  or  Peas,  to  the  iflands  of  Goernfey,  Jerfey,  an<i 
Aidemey,  ibr  tbe  fuftcilance  and  ufe  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  did' iflands^ 
for  a  limited  tim«/* 

"  An  Act  to  make  perpetual  an  Att,  paffed  in  die  fifth  year  of  the 
reign  of  his  prefent  Majefty,  intituled,  **  An  Act  to  prevent  the  com- 
osittiog  of  frauds  biy  Bankrupts.*^ 

<*  An  Act  to  amend  an  Act,  made  jn  the  thirty-third  year  of  the  reign 
of  hia  picfcnt  Majefty,  intituled,  «*  An  Act  for  the  encouragement  of  Sea- 
incn,  and  for  the  better  and  more  effectually  manning  his  Majeily*s 
navy,  and  for  making  further  provifion  for  ihofe  pui-pofes/* 

**  An  Act  to  repeal  Co  muc^  of  an  Act,  made  in  the  fifth  year  of  the 
reign  of  his  late  Majefty  King  George  the  Second,  intituled,  "  An  Act 
for  the  more  eafy  recovery  of  Debts  in  his  Majeft}*^s  Plantations  and  Colo- 
nies in  America,**  as  makes  Negroes  Chattels  for  payments  of  Debts. 

**  An  Act  for  regulating  the  height  between  decks  of  veflels  entered 
outv^ards,  for  the  purpofe  of  carrying  Slaves  from  the  coaft  of  Africa." 

"  An  Act  further  to  continue  an  Act  made  in  this  prefent  CtiTion  of 
Parliament,  intituled,  "  An  Act  to  fufpend,  for  a  limited  time,  the 
operation  of  two  Acts,  of  the  fiJtcenth  and  feventeetith  years  of  the  rtiga 
of  his  prefent  Majefty,  for  reftralning  the  negotiation  of  Promiflory  Notiis 
and  land  Bills  of  Exchange,  under  a  limited  ftrm,  within  that  part  of 
^Great-Britain,  called  England,^  as  revived,  amended,  and  continued  by  a 
fubfequent  Act- of  this  feifion,  paffed  for  the  purpofe  of  riming,  amend- 
ing, and  continuing  the  fame ;  and  alfo  for  continuing  fuch  fobfequent 
Act." 

**  An  Act  to  explain  an  Act-,  paffed  m  the  thirty*  fifth  year  of  his  pre- 
fent Majefty's  reign,  intituled,  ««  An  Act  for  further  encouraging  and 
regulating  the  "  §)u them  Whale  Fiflieries." 

"  An  Act  for  more  effectually  preventing  the  adminiftering  or  taking 
of  unlawful  oaths,* 

*•  An  Act  to  (borten  the  time,  now  requ'red,  for  giving  notice  of  the 
royal  intention  of  his  Majefty,  his  heirs  and  fucccftbrs,  thAt  the  Parlial 
ment  diail  meet  and  be  holden  fof  the  difpatch  of  bufinefs  ;  and  more  rf. 
fectMaily  lo  provide  for  the  meeting  of  Parliament  ill  the  cafe  of  a  demiib 
4>f  the  Crown." 

"  An  Act  for  the  relief  of  certain  Infolvcnt  Debtors.'* 

*«  An  Act  for  afTeffing  the  Commiflioners  of  the  Tax  Office,  a>id  their 
olRcers,  to  the  Land  Tax,  in  the  dljtrct  called  offices  evecuted  in  Welt- 
minfter-Hall,  noiwithftanding  the  removal  of  tl^e  faid  Tax  Office  jnto 
Somerfet  Houfe.'" 

*«  An  Act  for  enlarging,  deepening,  improying,  and  maintaining  the 
liarbour  of  Saltcoats  in  the  county  of  Ayr/* 

*'  An  Act  for  difcontinuing  the  new  harbour  of  Rye,  in  the  coimty  of 
SoflTex,  and  for  repealing  feverat  Acts  relating  thereto,  and  for  providing 
for  the  difcharge  of  a  debt  accrued  on  account  thereof,  and  for  making 
reparation,  for  cdrtain  lofles,  and  for  the  improvement  of  the  old  harbour 
of  Rye.'* 

«<  An  Aft  for  fupplying  the  borough  town  of  Weymouth  and  Mel- 
combe  Regis,  and  the  parts  adjacent,  in  the  county  of  Dorfet,  with  water/* 

"  An  Aft  for  building  a  bridge  over  Burlfcdon  River,  at  or  near  the 
ferry  of  Burlfedon,  in  the  county  of  Southampton,  and  for  making  a  it>a(i 

from 
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from  the  mteoded  bpdge  qyer  the  River  Ttehir,  at  or  near  Northam,  within 
the  liberties  of  the  town  and  county  of  the  town  of  Southampton,  to  the 
faid  bridge^  and  from  thence  to  Tttchfield,  in  the  (aid  county  of  ^utfa* 
aoipton.'* 

*«  An  Aft  for  amending,  altering,  improving,  and  keeping  In  ;vp^r 
t)ie  road  kadtng  from  the  town  of  Cambridge,  in  the  old  north  road,  near 
Arrington  Bridge*  all  in  the  county  of  Cambridge/* 

"  An  Aft  for  enlarging  the  term  and  powers  of  an  Aft,  pafTed  in  tht 
thirtieth  year  of  his  prefent  Majcftv's  rcien,  intitujcd,  •*  An  Aft  fof 
making  and  repairipg  the  road  from  Newmnn 'Bridge,  by  Foodie*!  Mill, 
Inverkeithing,  Aherdour,  Kilkpaldy,  Gallatown,  and  Cameron  Bridge 
to  Craill,  and  other  roads  in  t)>e  county  of  Fife,**  and  for  making  and 
repairing  other  road^  in  the  faid  pounty. 

**  An  Act  for  enabling  Thomas  Macklin  to  difpofe  of  hi.«  collectipn  of 
fnodern  paintings,  a^  now  exhibited  at  his  Gallery  in  Fleet-ftreet,  by  way 
pf  chance/* 

July  ao,  **  An  Aft  for  granting  to  his  Majefty  a  cermin  fum  of 
money  out  of  the  Confolidated  Fund  5  and  for  applying  certain  monies 
therein  meutipncd  for  ihe  fervice  of  the  year  one  thoufand  kven  hundred 
and  ninety -fev en  i  for  further  appropriating  the  fupplics  granted  in  this 
feflion  of  Pariiao^ent,  and  for  making  forth  duplicates  of  Exchequer  Bills, 
Lottery  Tickets,  Certificates,  Receipts,  Annuity  Orders,  er  other  orders, 
Joft,  burnt,  or  othei  wife  deftroyed." 

"  An  Act  for  granting  to  his  Majefty  a  forther  additional  duty  on 
Horfes  kept  and  ufed  for  the  purpofe  of  riding,  of  of  drawing  certain 
carriages  therein  mentioned/' 

"  An  Aft  to  explain  and  amend  an  Aft,  paficd  in  the  tWiriy  Cixth  year 
pf  his  Majefty's  reign,  intituled,  "  An  Act  for  repeal  ng  certain  duties 
pn  Legacies  and  (harts  of  Perfons^l  Ellate,  and  for  granting  other  duties 
tliereon  in  certain  caftrs." 

**  An  Act  to  enable  the  Commiflioners  of  Stamp  I>itTc8  to  flamp  Deeds 
and  other  inftrumenis.  Bills  of  Exchange,  Promiflfory  ?ind-  other  Note?, 
in  the  cafes  therein  mentioned/* 

'f  An  Aft  for  the  better  adminiftratlon  of  juftice  at  Calcutta,  Madras, 
and  Bombay,  and  for  preventing  BriiiAi  fubjects  from  being  concerned  in 
loans  to  the  native  Princes  in  India." 

**  An  Act  to  continue  an  Act,  made  in  this  prefent  feilicin  of  P^rlia* 
m'^nt,  intimled,  *'  An  Act  to  revive  and  continue  for  a  limited  time,  and 
amen<l  an  Act  paiTed  in  the  prefent  leiTion  of  Parliament,  intituled,  "  An 
Act  to  allow  the  Bnnks,  and  certain  Hanking  Companies,  in  that  part  of 
Great-Britain,  called  Scotland,  to  iffue  Notes  for  Sums,  under  a  certain 
ifmount,  for  a  limited  time,  and  for  indemnifying  all  perfons  who  have 
Notes  tor^inall  fums  of  money  in  that  part  of  the  united  kingdom,'*  for 
a  limited  time. 

«5  An  Act  for  allowing  a  further  time  for  carrying  into  execution  cer- 
tain powtrs  continued  in  two  Acts  of  the  prefent  fefiion  of  Parliament,  for 
failing  a  Provifional  Cavalry,  Co  far  as  the  fame  relates  to  the  regiflering 
and  accepting  oi  volunteers  in  lieu  uf  the  faid  Provifional  Cavalry,  in  fuch 
counties  and  fubdivilions  of  counties,  wherein  the  faid  Acts  have  not  been 
carried  into  execuiion/* 

•*  An  Act  to  enable  his  Majefty  more  eafily  and  effectually  to  gnnt 
conditional  pardons  to  perfons  u-^der  fentence  by  naval  Coarts  Martial, 
and  to  regulate  it^prifonment  under  fuch  fentcnces.** 

"  Ai^ 


6jo1    .  PUBtIC  ACTS. 

«  An  Act  to  enable  the  Deputy  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Hoofc  of  Com- 
inonsy  for  the  time  beingi  to  fend  and  receive  Ictteri  and  packets' i^e 
from  the  duty  of  Poftage. 

*<  An  Act  to  explain  and  amend  an  Act)  made  in  the  thirty-fifth  year 
•f  the  reign  of  his  prefent  Majefty,  intituled,  "  An  Act  for  the  more 
effectual  prevention  of  the  life  of  defective  Weights*  and  of  faLfe  and 
unequal  balances/* 

<*  An  Act  tp  amend  an  Act  made  in  the  twenty-fecond  year  of  the 
reign  of  his  prefent  Majefty,  intituled,  **  An  Act  for  better  fecuring  the 
freedom  of  ewctions  of  M«nbers  to  ferve  in  Parliament,  by  difabling  cer- 
tain officers  employed  in  the  collection  or  management  ,of  liis  Majefty*t 
Kevenues,  from  giving  their  votes  at  fuch  elections,**  by  extending  the 
provifions  thereof  to  pcrfons  voting  in  any  Meeting  of  Freeholders  for 
prefes  or  clerky  or  on  any  queftion  relative  to  the  adjuftment  of  the  rate 
of  I^reeholders  in  that  part  of  Great-Britain  called  Scptland ;  and  for 
empowering  Freeholders  to  adminifter  the  oath  of  Trptt  and  PolTeiiion  to 
perfons  offering  to  vote  for  prdes  and  clerk. 
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REPORT 

Of  the  Sbckkt  Committee  appointed  by  the  Lords' Commit- 
tees to  enquire  into  the  Caufcs  which  produced  the  Ordfer  of 
Council  of  the  26th  of  February  1797^ 

HAVING  examined  many  witneflcs,  and  called  for  fevcral  pa- 
.  pers  and  accounts,  have  a^eed  to  report  the  minutes  of 
their  proceedings,  together  with  mch  papers  and  accounts,  as  wlA 
be  found  in  the  Report. 

The  Lords  of  the  Committee  will  conclude  their  Report  with  a 
fummary  of  the  principal  points  which  relate  to  the  faid  caufes,  as 
refulting  from  the  evidence  and  the  accounts. 

[Here  follow  the  examinations  of  the  witneflcs,  and  the  evidence 
of  each  diftindly ;  and  after  that  a  variety  of  papers  and  accounts 
from  the  Bank,  Cuftom-Houfe,  Eafl-India-Houfe,  Mmt,  Tranf« 
port-Office,  &c.  &c.] 

The  Report  concludes  with  the  following  fummary: 

The  Lords  of  the  Committee  think  proper  to  conclude  their 
Report,  with  a  Summary  of  the  chief  points  which  have  occurred 
in  their  enquiry  rcfpe6ting  the  caufes,  that  produced  the  order  of 
Council  of  the  26th  of  February  lad,  as  refulting  from  the  evidence 
taken  by  them,  and  from  the  accounts  laid  before  them. 

In  order  to  render  the  fubfequent  details  relative  to  this  import- 
ant fubjed  more  intelligible,  the  Committee  think  it  right  to  begin 
with  taking  a  general  view  of  the  (late  of  the  circulation  of  the 
kingdom. 

It  appears  by  the  evidence,  that  the  circulation  of  this  kinedom, 
by  which  its  immenfe  commerce  is  carried  on,  confifts  principally, 
in  the  metropolis  and  its  neighbourhood,  either  of  the  notes  of  the 
Bank  of  England,  or  of  coin  chiefly  made  of  gold.  In  the  country 
(where  the  notes  of  the  Bank  of  England  did  not  circulate  to  any 
great  amount)  it  conflfls  of  the  bills  of  country  bankers,  or  of  the 
banking  companies  in  Scotland,  payable  to  bearer  on  demand  ^ 
and  of  coin  ot  the  defcription  before  mentioned. 
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Inland  bills  of  exchange  are  thought  by  many  to  be  a  part  of  the 
circulation  of  the  kingdom.  They  arc  not  ftrictly  fo  in  the  fame 
fenfc  as  the  two  forts  of  paper  before  mcnrioucd.  They  are  rather 
transfers  of  debts  frorti  tl^e  drawers  to  thi:  perfons  on  whom  the 
bills  are  drawn!  They  are  gcriefally  made  payable  at  diftant  pe* 
riods ;  and  as  they  are  not  ^payable  c"\t  all  times  on  demand^  they 
cannot,  like  the  former,  anfwcr  all  the  purpofes  of  cafli.  * 

la  the  metropolis  the  quantity  of  paper  much  exceeds  the  quan* 
tity  of  coin  \t\  circulation.  iThe  Committee  have  no  fufficient 
iresras  before  them  to  judge  of  the  proportion  of  ca(h  and  paper  in 
the  metropolis,  except  as  far  as  any  inference  can  be  drawn  from 
the  quantt^  oi  cafii  paid  at  the  Bank  compai  ed  with  ,th^  amount 
of  the  notes  iflued  by  that  corporate  body,  as  ftated  in  the  evidence 
of  Mr.  Newland,'  principal  cafliier  of  the  Bank ;  and  panicnilarlv 
from  the  proportion  of  cafl^  paid  quarterly  at  the  Bank,  in  dii- 
charge  of  the  dividcujds  of  the  public  flocks,  a  part  of  which  onky 
is  received  by  bankers,  the  remainder  by  perfons  of  every  dcfcrip* 
tion. 

But  in  the  countr)',  and  particularly  m  thofe  parts  of  k  where 
no  ^onfiderable  manufajftures  are  edabliflied,  and  no  great  com* 
lifiercial  entcrprize  is  carried  on,  there  is  reafon  to  conclude  that 
xUc  quantity  6f  paper  exceeds  in  a  lefs  proportion  'the  coin  in  cir- 
culation than  in  the  metropolis.  It  mult  vary  according  ^  cir- 
ciimftances  of  time  or  .place ;  and  the  Committee  have  no  mfbrma- 
'tion  which  enables  them  to  form  a  judgment  on  this  fiiibjeft.  It 
'can  hardly,  however,  be  doubted,  that  there  is  too  little  of  BritHh 
coin,  -  particularly  of  filver,  current  in  the  kingdom,  frosnac3:ufe 
"which  will  be  hereafter  ftated. 

The  Bank  of  England  is  at  the  head  of  aH  circulation.  It  is  thfe  ■ 
great  repofitory  of  the  fpare  cafh  of  the  nation,  and  alone  carries 
bullion  to  the  mint  to  be  coined.  It  is  fubjeA,  on  that  account, 
jfo  be  called  on  for  cnfh,  direif^ly  or  indireftly,  by  thofe  who  arc 
in  want  of  it,  and  is  neccflarily  fenfible  of  every  material  faifureor 
dlftrefs,  which  arifes  from  any  deficiency  or  want  of  coin,  in  every 
*part  of  this  kingdom  or  Ireland.  ^ 

It  appears  that  the  circulation  of  paper  was  carried  to  tts  greateft 
Jieighta  fliort  time  previous  to  the  beginning  of  the  year  1793, 

But  early  in  that  year  a  great  diminution  took  place  in  the  cir- 
culation ot  country  bank  bills,  from  the  fudden  feiltire  of  mapy  of 
the  country  banks.  Mr.  Elfifon  (tatcs,  that  previous  to  this  period 
there  were  about  2B0  country  banks  in  England  and  Wales,  and 
that  he  does  not  believe  they  exceed  at  preitnt  430  ;  the  bufrnefs 
of  which  has  by  no  means  increafed  in  proportion  to  the  reduftton 
of  the  number )  ^nd  that  the  ifTue  of  countr}-  bank  bills  has  cot»- 
iiderably  diminiflied  ;  that  the  quantity  of  (pecle  a^tuaHy  kept  by 
■  the  preient  country  bankers  is,  at  this  time,  larger  than  it  was  be- 
for  ethe  year  1 793,  and  that  they  have  lelTened  their  balances  with 
the  London  bankers. 

Mr.  Thornton's  evide&ce  confirms  the  account  given  by  Mr. 
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Elttfon  of  the  biliire  of  the  country  banks  in  17931  and  of  tb« 
confequent  diminution  of  the  circulation  of  country  bank  notes  at 
that  rim6.  Subfequent  to  this  event  thefe  country  bank:  billa  in* 
creafed  again  in  fome  degree,  but  never  to  their  former  extent* 
Both  Mr.  Thornton  and  Mr.  Eliifon  are  of  opinion,  that  con« 
iiderable  quantities  of  caih  mud  have  been  drawn  from  the  metro* 
polls  into  the  country,  in  order  to  fupply  the  deficiency  of  thefe 
country  bank  bills. 

In  ttie  beginning  of  the  year  17939  when,  from  thecaufes  before 
mentioned,  the  circulation  of  this  kingdom  began  to  be  fo  much 
diminifhed,  the  prefent  war  commenced.  A  nate  of  war  alwa}'s 
requires  a  more  ample  i:rrcu hi tion,  even  whhin  the  kingdom/  The 
public  loans,  which  in  all  wars  are  neceflary,  and  in  the  prefent 
war  have  been  particularly  great,  employ  a  confiderable  portion  of 
the  circulating  capital.  The  prefent  incr«afed  value  of  nK)nev, 
which  is  fuflictently  proved  by  the  high  rate  of  intereft,  clearly 
(hews  what  mud  be  tne  demand  for  it,  and  confequently  the  fear* 
city  of  it.  But  during  the  prefent  war,  it  is  worthy  of  remark^ 
that  expenfive  enterprizes  of  a  private  nature  have  not  diminifhed, 
as  in  all  former  wars,  but  even  augmented.  It  appears  by  an  ac^ 
count  inferted  in  this  Report,  that  the  nvmber  ofbills  of  nick)fure 
which  paifed  in  the  four  years  preceding  the  prefent  war  was  1381, 
and  that  the  number  which  had  pafled  during  the  four  years  of  the 
war  was  283.  The  number  of  bills  for  navigations  and  canals 
which  pafled  in  the  four  years  preceding  the  prefent  war  was  30, 
and  that  the  number  which  have  paiTed  during  the  four  years  of 
the  war  was  69.  And  further,  that  the  fum  authorized  to  be  bor- 
rowed for  the  making  thofe  canak  and  navigations  was,  in  the  firft 
four  years,  jf. 2,377,200;  and  in  the  Jaft  period  of  four  years 
/•.7,4i5,ioo. 

But  the  demand  of  money  for  public  expences  abroad,  more  par- 
ticularly applies  to  the  prefent  fubje6t :  The  loan  made  to  the  Em- 
peror in  the  year  1795  of  ;^.4,6oo,ooo ;  the  fuhfidies  paid  to  fo- 
reign princes ;  the  money  remitted  for  the  pay  of  Britifh  troops,  or 
foreign  troops  in  firitifh  pay,  while  this  kingdom  had  an  army  on 
the  continent ;  and  the  advances  made  to  the  Court  of  Vienna  ; 
together  with  the  money  fent  to  the  Weft-Indies  and  the  Cape  of 
<5ood  Hope,  for  the  pay  of  Britifli  troops  there ;  if  they  did  not 
altogether  draw  Britifh  coin  out  of  the  country  in  any  great  amount, 
mult  at  lead  have  prevented  that  influx  of  coin  or  bullion  which, 
in  confequence  of  a  fiavourable  balance  of  commerce,  would  have 
otherwife  fupplied  the  circulation  of  the  kingdom.  Mr.  Boyd, 
however,  in  his  evidence,  ftates^  that  in  remitting  the  Imperial 
loan,  as  well  as  the  advances  to  the  Emperor,  he  never  fent  any 
Britifh  coin  out  of  the  kingdom  (which  could  not,  indeed,  legally 
be  done)  ;  and  that  in  remitting  the  faid  loan,  he  fent  in  foreign 
coin,  or  bullion,  to  the  amoutit  only  of  about /'.i,aoo,ooo.  Thatt 
the  remainder  of  the  loan;  and  the  whole  of  the  advances,  were  re- 
mitted ia  bills  of  techange.  It  is  obvious,  howev«r|  that  the  drains 
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occafioned  by  expenditure  abroad  for  purpofes  before  mentioned 
(large  as  the  amount  of  them  may  have  been),  are  nothing  more 
than  what  has  happened  in  all  former  wars,  in  which  the  Govern- 
ment of  Great- Britain  has  found  it  eifential  for  its  interefis  to  main- 
tain armies  on  the  European  continent,  or  at  any  great  diilance 
from  the  kingdom. 

It  appears  by  an  account  inferted  in  this  Report,  that  all  the  re- 
mittances made  for  the  fcrvices  of  the  war  in  the  Weil- Indies,  on 
the  continent  of  Europe,  in  the  ifland  of  Corfica,  and  other  dtftant 
parts  of  the  world,   amounted,  during  the  four  laft  years,  to 

jC-33»5  ^0^779  o'-  7^ 

It  appears  in  another  account  inierted  in  this  Report,  which  has 
diftinguiihed  the  fums  expended  6ti  the  European  continent  from 
what  were  expended  in  otner  diilant  parts  of  the  world,  that  the 
total  of  the  money  expended  on  the  continent  of  Europe  during  the 
faid  four  years,  including  the  Imperial  loan  and  the  advances  made 
to  the  Emperor,  amounted  to  ;^.  14,988,422  9/.  8i</. 

It  appears,  laflly,  by  a  third  account  inferted  in  this  Report, 
that  the  fums  paid  for  all  forts  of  military  fervices  bn  the  contment 
during  the  war  ending  in  1763,  amounted  to  ^^.20,626,997  oj.  71/. 

To  the  fums  fent,  during  the  prefent  war,  to  the  European  con« 
tinent,  to  the  Weil-Indies,  and  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  for  mili- 
tary purpofes,  fhould  be  added  the  fumb  drawn  for  by  the  com- 
manders of  our  fleets  on  foreign  fervice  in  every  part  of  the  world. 

It  appears,  on  the  other  hand,  by  the  accounts  of  the  value  of 
the  impcjrts  and  exports  for  the  lail  twenty  years,  produced  by  Mr. 
Irving,  Infpedor  General  of  Imports  and  Exports,  that  the  de- 
mand for  caih  to  be  fent  abroad,  for  the  purpofes  before  mentioned, 
was  greatly  compenfated  by  a  very  large  balance  of  commerce  in  fa- 
vour of  this  kingdom,  greater  than  was  ever  known  in  any  pre- 
ceding period.  The  value  of  the  exports  of  the  lail  year  amounted, 
•according  to  the  valuation  on  which  the  accounts  of  the  Infpedor 
General  are  founded,  to ;^.  30,424, 184;  which  is  more  than  double 
what  it  was  in  any  year  of  tiie  American  war,  and  one'  third  more 
than  it  was  on  an  average  during  the  lail  peace,  previous  to  the 
year  1 792 ;  and  tliough  the  value  of  the  imports  to  this  country 
has,  during  the  fame  period,  greatly  increaied,  the  excefs  of  the 
value  of  the  exports  above  that  of  the  imports,  which  cpnili- 
tutes  the  balance  of  trade,  has  augmented  even  in  a  greater  pro- 
portion. 

It  is  particularly  obfervable,  that  the  exports  to  Gennany  alone, 
for  the  two  lail  years,  have  amounted  to  more  than  /*. 8,000,000 
annually;  when,  in  time  of  peace,  they  did  not  ufu ally  amount 
to  moi'e  than  ;^.  1,900,000.  And  thofe  exports  to  Germany  ex- 
ceed in  amount  by  at  leafl  ^.2,600,000,  the  whole  that  was  annu- 
ally exported  in  time  of  peace  to  France,  Flanders,  Holland,  and 
Germany. 

The  Houfe  will  fee  in  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Irving  much  infor- 
mation, for  the  purpofe  of  ihewing  that  all  our  principal  articles 
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of  export,  particularly  diofc  which,  confift  of  Britifli  manufa^bres, 
arc  greatly  underrated  in  their  value,  as  well  as  many  capital  artj- 
des  of  import.     Coffee  is  the  only  material  article  which  appears 
to  be  overrated  in  the  book«  of  the  Infpeftor  General  j  it  is  more 
overrated  on  exportation  than  on  importation.     The  valuation, 
upon  which  the  acrounts  of  the  Infpedlor  General  are  founded^ 
was  fettled  in  the  year  1696,  or  1697,  when  the  prices  of  all  thefe 
articles  were  greatly  inferior  to  what  they  are  at  prefent,  and  be- 
fore our  manufafturcs  had  received  the  improvements  which  have 
been  made  in  them  of  late  yeai^,  fo  that  the  real  value  of  both  our 
imports  and  exports,  particularly  the  latter,  is  certainly  condder- 
ably  higher  than  is  flated  in  his  accounts.     The  Houfe  will  alfo  fee 
many  excellent  obfervations,  in  the  evidence  of  this  Gentleman, 
for  the  purpofe  of  correding  the  manner  of  taking  the  true  ba- 
lance of  our  trade.     He  obferves,  that  in  fonning  this  balance^ 
many  articles  of  import  are  Hated  as  unfavourable  to  this  country, 
when  they  arc,  in  faft,  acceffions  of  wealth,  fuch  as  the  produce  of 
bur  various  fifheri«s,  and  a  c^nfiderable  part  of  the  iiilports  from 
our  pofleffions  in  the  Eaft  and  Weft  Indies.     The  whole  of  the 
produce  of  thefe  fifiieries  is  certainly  an  acceifion  of  national  wealth. 
So  much  therefore  as  is  imported  diredly  into  this  country,  mud 
be  confidered  as  an  increafe  of  ftock  to  it.    The  value  of  fuch  parts 
as  are  fent  direftiy  from  the  fiftiing  places  to  foreign  countries,  and 
fold  there,  is  either  remitted  in  bills  of  exchange,  which  is  wealth, 
or  it  is  laid  out  in  the  purchafe  of  commodities  to  be  imported  into 
this  country,  which  is  an  increafe  of  ftock.     This  produce  is  pro- 
cured, not  by  any  wealth  fent  from  this  countiy,  but  by  the  adven- 
turous cnterprize  of  our  fiftiermen  ;  and  the  value  of  fuch  pro- 
duce, when  it  is  fent  directly  from  the  idling  places  to  foreien 
countries,  cannot  appear  in  any  Cuftom-houfe  account.     In  like 
manner,  a  confiderable  part  of  the  imports  from  the  Eaft  and  Weft- 
Indies,  ought  not  to  be  ftated  in  the  balance  of  our  commerce  as 
unfavourable  to  this  country,  particularly  fuch  parts  of  the  inveft- 
ments  in  the  Eaft- Indies  as  are  purch!tfed  by  the  revenues  of  the 
Britifti  fcttlements  there  ;  as  well  as  thofe  parts  which  are  import- 
ed either  from  the  Eaft  or  Weft  Indies,  for  the  purpofe  (^re- 
mitting private  fortunes  acquired  there,  or  as  the  income  of  OOTons 
who,  having  eftates  or  mortgages  in  the  Weft-Indies,  rcfide  and 
fpend  their  incomes  in  Great-Britain.     The  value  of  fuch  part  of 
thefe  imports  as  is  re-exported,  will  appear  on  the  export  fide  of 
the  account,  and  ferves  to  balance  the  value  of  the  fame  articles  as 
ftated  on  the  import  fide ;  and  the  whole  of  the  rtiercantile  profit 
which  they  leave  behind,  is  in  itfelf  a  confiderable  acceflion  of 
wealth  to  this  kingdom  that  cannot  appear  in  the  Cuftom-houfe 
accounts. 

Mr.  Irving  has  delivered  it  as  his  opinion,  that  the  true  balance 
of  our  trade  amounted,  on  a  medium  of  the  four  ye.irs  preceding 
January  1796,  to  upwards  of /.6, 5 00,000  per  annum,  exclufive 
of  the  profits  aiifing  from  our  Eaft  and  Wcft-India  trade,  which 

he 


he  efiimttes  at  upwards  of  /.4,ooo,qoq  .fiei:  idmisii  and  -tsofaifiv^ 

of  the  profiu  denved  from  our  fifherift* 

But  whatever  uncertainty  may  ftiil  remain  in  forming  an  e(timato 
of  the  true  balance  of  our  commerce  in  any  particukr  year,  the 
accounts  of  the  Infpedor  General  of  Imports  and  Exports,  ferve 
at  leaft  to  aford  a  good  comparative  ftate  of  the  amount  of  oujt 
commerce  in  different  years ;  for  it  is  h\r  to  prefume  that  tlie  dc« 
feds  are  not  greater  in  the  accounts  of  one  year  than  on  aoother. 

Great,  however,  as  this  balance  of  commerce  may  appear,  it 
would  have  been  ftill  greater  in  a  very  confiderable  degree,  but 
firom  the  unnfual  fcarcity  of  grain,  which  ou^e  it  neceffary  both  for 
Government  and  individuals  to  import  large  quantities  ot  grain  for 
the  relief  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  kingdom.  In  an  account  de* 
Itvered  by  Mr.  Claude  Scott,  an  eminent  coT'O  fador,  it  appears, 
that  for  the  three  years  preceding  the  5th  of  January  1 797,  there 
were  paid  to  foreign  countries  for  grain  imported  ioto  this  king- 
dom, the  following  furos,  viz. 

In  1794  —  ~  £'h9^3fiS^ 

In  1795  —  *-  i»n5»^7» 

In  1796  ^  ~  3»^*M*4 

7yf46,oi» 
Add,  imported  in  1793,  as  eftimated  by  Mr.  Scott  in 
his  evidence  before  the  Committee  — «  1,500,000 

Total       y.8,946/)i» 

This  balance  of  commerce  was  alfo  rendered  kfs  favourable  by 
the  great  fums  paid  for  naval  fiores  during  the  war  beyond  what  are 
ufuauly  paid  in  time  of  peace.  It  appears  by  an  account  presented 
by  the  Comraiffioners  of  his  Majeily's  navy,  that  the  value  ot 
'naval  (lores  imported  on  account  of  his  Majefty*s  navy  in  the  four 
years  previous  to  1797,  amounted  to  £*7i^^sfi7^ 
'And  in  the  four  years  preceding  27959 

amounted  only  to  ^-  -  a, $00, 139    Bxcefs. 

.«.  /    •  r      ^    r  u :^-WaSi737 

Ana  It  appears  by  an  account  prefented  of  the  amount 

of  bills  drawn  on  the  Commiffioners  for  vijfluallings 

from  foreign  parts,  in  the  four  years  ending  the  5th 

of  Jan.  1 797,  that  they  amounted  to     jC«*)3^»9^  ^ 

And  in  the  four  years  ending  the  5th  of 

January  1793,  to  — ^  —    '      1349^29 

,  ■     1,^34,49* 

III  »         *  n 

Total  Excefs    ;f. 6,560,02^ 

Though  it  cannot  be  doubted  that  the  balance  of  our  trade,  evea 
with  thefe  deductions,  muft  have  brought  great  wealth  in  various 
articles  of  commerce  into  this  kingdom,  and  that  uaufual  quantities 

of 
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i^(o96gn  mercbluidise  muft^  in  confequepce  thereof,  have  bm  4fi* 
p6fited4n  it ;  yeti  titiay  be  doubted  whether  it  broaght  fo  great  a  quaa* 
iity  df  the  {H'eoious  me^aky  to  he  converted  into  coi%  as  in  fornder 
periods ;  for^  it  appears  in  the  evidence  of  Sir  J<^n  Hort,  who 
«ras  his  Ma/efty's  Conful  General  in  Portugal  for  twenty-oikie 
years,  and  of  Mr.  Whitmore,  an  eminent  Ppnugai  merchant,  that 
the  importation  of  gold  and  (ilver  bullion,  from  Lifbon  into  tbia 
kingdom,  has  been  lefs  than  it  was  formerly;  and  that  the  ex« 
chan^  between  Lifbon  and  London,  which  uied  formerly  to  be 
greatly  in  favour  of  London,  has  of  iate,  from  a^variety  of  circura- 
fiances,,  been  ibmetime^  in  favour  of,  and  fometimes  a^ainft  this 
.  country,  and  for  the  laft  three  years  more  againfi  this  couAtrf 
than  in  its  favour,  from  caufes  which  are  fully  explained  in  tha 
evidence  of  thole  Gentlemen.  Mr.  Whitmore  adds,  that  the  quaa-* 
tity  of  filver  which  as  of  iate  been  imported  has  greatly  exceeded 
the  quantity  of  gold.  But  as  the  Mint  price  of  (Uver  bullion  haa 
.been,  during  nearly  the  whole  of  the  prefent  century,  coo&ierabljr 
lefi  than  the  market  price  of  this  precious  metal,  the  filver  buUioa 
fo  imported  could  not  be*  converted  into  coin,  but  after  having  left 
a  quantity  fufficient  for  the  ufe  of  our  manufa6hires,  muft  have 
again  been  exported,  and  did  not  contribute  in  the  fmalldft  degree 
to  augment  the  coin  in  this  kingdom. 

The  accounts  prefented  by  tl^  officers  of  the  Mint  of  the  quan** 
tity  of  bullion  coined  in  the  laft  four  years,  (hew  that  the  quantity 
coined  at  the  Mint  in  1795  amounted  only  to  ^.493,416,  and  in 
1796  10^^4.64,680,  which  is  not  more  than  a  fixth  of  what  was 
bfoueht  to  the  Mint  to  be  coined  in  the  two  preceding  years,  and 
greatly  inferior  to  wbat  had  been  coined^  upon  an  avecage^  ef 
the  former  years  of  his  Majefty's  reign. 

By  an  account  prefented  by  Mr.  Irving  of  the  quantity  of  bullioa 
exported  from  this  country  from  the  year  1790  to  1796,  both  in- 
duiive,  it  appears  that  the  q||antity  of  gold  bullion  exported,  on  aa 
average,  in  the  iaff  four  years,  being  years  of  war,  is  not  a  third 
of  what  was  annually  exported  on  an  avenge  in  the  preceding 
.  years  of  peace;  and  that  the  quantity  of  filverlniUion  exported  in 
the  four  laft  years,  being  years  of  war,  is  alio  not  a  third  ef 
sir  hat  was  annually  exported^  on  an  average,,  in  the  three  preced- 
ing years  of  peace ;  and  this  account  receives  a  certain  degree 
of  confirmation  from  the  accounts  delivered  in  by  the  »£aft- 
India  Company  of  the  amount  of  Spanifli  dollars  exported  by  the 
Company,  or  permitted  by  the  Company  tp  be  exported  by  private 
oerfons,  which  prove  that  in  the  laft  threee  years  the  amount  of 
Spaniih  dollars  exported  has  beeil  lels  than  ufual. 

The  Committee  wifti  to  throw  further  light  on^he  fubjeft,  bw 

)«btaining.an  account  of  the  amount  of  gold  and  filver  coin  or  bu^ 

.lion  imported  into  Ah  kingdom  in  the  before-mentioned  periods | 

-but  they  fimd,.  that  by  a  la,w  pafled  in  the  15th  year  of  the  reign  of 

his  late'Majefty  Charlev  II,  ch.  7,  fee.  12,  coin  and  butiioo  uc 

eKwnpted  from  entry  at  ihe  Cuftom-boufe  .oi^  importadon  into  thif 
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inngaorn ;  <o  that  the  officers  of  the  Cufloms  could  not  produce  an 
•aecqant'of  any  fuchimfxirtation.  '^  • 

'  There  ire^  however,  other  circomilanceB  In  evidence  bdm 
the^  Committee  which'  may  have  contributed,  to  render  Ids  per- 
CBptMti  hitherto  at  lead,  the  advantages  ariiing  front  the  iDflinc  of 
Ivealth  int6  this  kingdom,  in  confequence  of  a  favoiirablr  balance 
of  trade.    ' 

It  itas  obferved  by  Henry  Tboniton,  Efq.  (and  it  is  indeed  fcif* 
evident),  that  in  proportion  as  the  commerce  of  this  country  ir>- 
crcfafes,  a  greater  capital  is  neceiTary  for  carrying  it  on ;  aivd  al&, 
that  any  given  quantity  of  commerce,  ;n  time  of  war,  by  the  ia- 
(rreafed  expences  6f  freight,  infurance,  and  mcrcantiie  chargesi  n^ 
'^iMs  a  greater  Capital  than  the  fame  quantity  of  commerce  iti 
mne  of  peace.  Thefe  two  circumfbnces  nrmil  have  had  coafidcr* 
table  influence,  in  the  courfe  of  the  lad  three  years,  upon  the  cir- 
culating calh  and  paper  of  the  kingdom,  efpecial)y  when  it  is  con- 
fidered  that,  from  caufes  already  aiiigned,  the  circulation  of  paper 
was  confiderabljr  diminifhed;  and  Mr.  Bofanquety  a  Bank  Diredor, 
in  affigning  the  caufiis  of  the  great  preflure  on  the  Bank,  for  want 
of  cafii,  in  the  year  1783,  ia  of  opinion,  that  the  drain  of  cafli  at 
that  time  proceeded  from  the  great  extenfion  of  commerce  which 
followed  tne  peace,  and  which  occafioned  fo-  kr^e  an  export  of  the 
Gonimodities  of  this  c6untry>  that  the  ciraibition  was  hardly  fuf- 
•ficient  to  fupport  it.  1 

It  appear^  laftly,  by  the  evidence  of  the  Bank  Diredoi^y  >that  in 
confequence  of  the  Jong  credit  given  by  our  merchants,  the  pay* 
ments  for  the  great  quantities  of  our  m'amifa^lures,  produce,  aad 
other  merchaodizfr  export^  do  not  take  place  till  a  confiderabk 
fime  after  their  exportationv  thongh  a  great  additional  capiul  has 
been  previoufly  employed  in  providing  the  articles  fo  exported. 
The  babnce  of  payment  wiiich  ^rifes  out  of  the  balance  of  trade, 
is  neoeffiuily  ponerior  to  it ;  and  inc^ntries  like  Great^firitain^ 
i  irhese  long  credits  are-gtven, 'it  may  aoi  produce^  its  full  efiefhipon 
our  oircuiation  for  a  confiderable  time. 

'  .  The  rdfuk  of  all  the  various  eircannftancies  before  ftated,  doea 

'«iot  appear  on  the  whole,  to  have  produced  any  permanent  difad- 

vantageous  eifeA  on  the  cafh  of .  the  Bank  till  the  month  of  Sep- 

f'tembep  1795:  the.cafli  of  the  Bank  lad,  indeed  been  much  k>w«r 

tlon  ufual  in  March  and  June  1793  ;  but  ft  role  in  the  September 

of  that  year  nearly  to  its  uiiiai  average.     From  September  179$» 

however*  it  continued  progrcffively  declining,  fo  as  to  be,  duriiig 

the  whofe  of  the  year  17^6,  coadderabiy  lefs  than  in  the  year  1795, 

but  not  lower  at  the  end  of  1796  than  in  tlie  middle  of  that  year; 

and  in  the  comtsencement  of  the  prefeht  year,  ftill  lefs  than  m  the 

•year  1796 ;  and  in  the  week  preceding  the  ifTuing  of  the  order  of 

.Council,  it  diminiihed  rapidly:  it  Was  not,  however,  even  at  that 

period,  in  any  degree  fo  low  as  in  the  year  7  783,  and  par:iculart]r 

tfi-  the  month  of  OAober  of  that  year« 

The  confereaces  between  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  and 

...  the 
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the  Governor  and  Deputy  Governor  of  the  Bairki  on  the*appre«| 
henfions  they  entertained  of  the  diminution  of  their  caAi,  and  the  ' 
neprefentations  nnade  bytbeni,  fronri  Hme  to  time^  on  the  eflfe£t 
which  foreign  loans  and  remittances  had  on  the  ftate  of  their  caih,  * 
Will  appear  by  the  evidence  of  the  faid  Governor  and  Deputy  Go* 
vernor,  and  other  Di refers  of  the  Bani(»  when  they  attended  the ' 
Coonnittee,  either  a^  a  deputation  or  iathdr  individual  capacity* 
as  well  as  from  the  minutes  of  thofe  conferences  and  the  copies  of* 
the  refolutions  deJivered  by  them  to  the  Chancellor  of  the  £xche« 
quer :  it  will  appear  alfo,  from  the  evidence  of  the  ClioiKeUor  of  the 
Exchequer,  and  from  the  letters  written  by  him  to  the  Gpvcrnor  of 
the  Bank  ;  ail  which  arc  infcrted  in  this  Report,  and  to  which  the 
Committee  thinlc  it  more  proper  to  refer  the  Houfc  than  to  givf^ 
a  fummary  of  them. 

The  accounts  before  in ferted,  and  the  evidence  juftreferrtd  to, 
will  alfo  (hew  what  was  the  nature  of  the  advances .  made  by  tjic 
Bank  to  Oovemroent — upon  what  funds  or  credit  they  were  made 
—what  was  their  amount  at  different  periods— how  far  the  amount 
of  thofe  advances,  during  the  prefent  war,  have  exceeded  thofe 
ufualiy  made  in  time  of  peace— ho.w  far  they  have  exceeded  thofe 
made  in  the  laft  war — and  whether  they  were  greater  or  kf^  i»*i-' 
mediately  previous  to  the  iffuing  the  order  in  Council  of  the  z6tb 
of  Febniary,  than  at  any  preceding  period.  • 

The  Committee  were  defirous  of  throwing  further  Hght  on  this 
ftibjeifl,  by  laying  before  the  Hcmfe  fon:>e  acairate  account  of  the 
exchanges  between  Great- Britain  and  other  cotmtrie^ ;  as  thefe; 
when  tney  can  be  corre^ly  afcertatntd,  afibrd  a  good  criterion  ef 
the  balance  of  payments  between  Great- Britain  and  other  countnes, 
and  thcrebv  (hew,  whether  there  is  reafan  to  conchide  that  anf 
cmn  or  bullion  have  been  exported  or  imported.  At  prefent,  the 
only  places  with  which  there  uiblifis  any  regular  courfe  of  exchange 
with  Great- Britain,  are  Liibon  and  Hamburgh.  At  this  lafl  plaee 
a  great  proportion  of  the  accounts  between  Great-Britain  and  the 
northern  parts  of  Europe  is  now  fettled  and  paid.  The  par  of  ex^ 
change  with  Liibon  can  be  accurately  ftated ;  it  is  674.  It  has  al- 
ready been  ihewn,  from  the  evidence  of  Sir  John  Hort  and  Mr. 
"Whitmore,  how  far  the  exchange  between  London  and  Liibon  has 
been  of  late  to  the  difadvantage  of  this  country  ;  and  their  accouift 
of  it  is  fuily  confirmed  by  a  llatement  of  the  courfe  of  o^change, 
taken  firom  Caihing's  papers,  inferted  in  this  Report. 

With  refpeA  to  the  exchange  between  Great  Britain  and  Hani« 
burgh,  the  Committee  have  not  been  aUe  to  decide,  to  their  fatis- 
fa6tion,  what  is  the  aflual  par  of  exchange  between  London  arid 
Hamburgh.  The  witnedcs  they  have  exammed  have  widely  differed 
with  refpcft  to  the  par  of  exchange  between  thofe  places.  The 
-  Committee,  however,  have  infcrted  in  the  minutes  ot  the  evidence 
the  anfwcrs  of  Mr.  Boyd  to  two  queflions  put  to  him,  ahd  a  paper 
prcfcntcd  ro  this  Committee  by  one  of  the  Members  of  it,  which 
^rov  oonfiderabie  light  on  this  intricate  fubje6t,  and  will  account* 

b  2  in 


t  **  1 

ittfofljc  degree,  lav  the  difficulty  the  Committed  hdd  etperieiteea 
in  deterfninbg,  wi^h  fufficient  accuracy,  the  par  of  this  t;xchahge^ 

^Thc  mercantiFe  accounts  in  Hamburgh  and  London  have  a  rcfe- 
rence  to  different  metals.  iSUver  appears  to  be  the  common  coinbf 
Hamburgh,  and  gold  is,  in  that  place,  father  to  be  confidered  as  a 
commodity.  Gold  is  the  mercantile  coin  of  Great-'Britain,  and 
filver  has  been  for  many  years  only  a  comnriodity,  which  has  no 
fixed  price,  and  is  very  rarely  carried  to  the  Mint  to  be  coined,  but 
varies  according  to  the  demand  for  it  at  the  market.  The  rotfrkct- 
price^of  tbefe  precious  metals  appears  alfo  to  have  an  in^utnce  on 
the  banco  money  of  Hamburgh,  in  which  the  exchanges  are  reck- 
oned, it  is  probable  that  to  thefe  ciicumftancei^  ?s  to  be  imputed 
tjie  difficulty  of  determining  the  par  of  exchange  between  London 
and  Hanriburgh.  On  the  present  fubjcft,  thenefoie,  all  that  the 
pomn)ittee  can  fay  with  certaintv  i$,  that  according  to  the  evidence 
of  the  Governor  of  the  Bank  o^England  (which  is  confirmed  by  a 
paper  annexed),  the  exchange  with  Hamburgh  ceaied  to  be  unfa- 
.  Yoorable  to  this  country  in  March  1 796,  became  niore  favourable 
in  the  month  of  GAober  laA ;  and  that  it  continued  favourable  till 
the  a6ih  of  February,  when  the  order  of  Council  was  HTued  j  and 
th«tt  it  continues  fo  ftill. 

The  Committee  have  hitherto  ftated  the  ftveral  points  relating 
to  the  more  remote  caufes,  by  which  the  circulation  of  the  king- 
idom,  and  the  general  ftate  of  the  fiank>  may  have  been  affeded. 
They  proceed  now  to  thofe  which  immediately  preceded  ti)e.s6th 
of  Febiiiary  laft,  and  more  difec^ly  contributed  to  the  neceflity  of 
iht  ord^r  of  Council,  which  was  ilTued  on  that  day. 

It  appears  from  the  evidence  bf  Mr.  Ellifon,  that  a  few  weeks 

Kevioqs  to  the  26th  of  February,  two  great  mercantile  banl^  at 
ewca^le  flopped  payment  in  cafli,  owing  to  the  effe^  cf  a  local 
alarm,  fimilar,  as  flated  by  this  Gentleman,  fo  that  in  1 7^)3,  whicti 
occafioned  moft  of  the  countr)'  bankers  to  draw  large  fums  of  mo- 
ney from  the  metropolis,  and  induced  them  to  keep  in  ftore  kirger 
nuantities  of  fpccie  than  before  the  year  17^3,  in  order  to  make 
.uieir  payments,  if  fuch  fhould  be  required  of  them.  Mr.  Thorn - 
.ton  confirms  in  general  this  account  given  by  Mr.  Eiliibn.  He 
.«grt:es  alfo  wij^h  Mr.  Ellifon  with  refped  to  the  demand  for  cafli 
^nade  on  the  metropolis  by  the  country  bankers,  for  the  parpofe 
^of  being  fent  to  different  parts  of  the  kingdom,  where  it  is  partly 
kept  by  the  country  bankers  for  the  ufes  before  ff)ei]tioned»  and 
.jpartly  drawn  out  of  their  hands  by  individuals  to  be  hoarded. 

It  appears  by  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Thornton  that  there  was,  at 
this  time,  alfo  a  demand  of  cafb  to  be  fent  from  Che  the  metropolis 
to  Scotland. 

But  thpfe  demands  for  cafh  from  the  difbnt  parts  of  the  king- 
dom, were  not  the  only  caufes  of  the  erobarraiFmea'ts  oi  the  Bank 
.of  England  at  this  period.  It  is  fiated  in  an  account  delivered  by 
,]VIr.  Pp^cl^  one  of  the  Dircftors  of  the  Bank  of  England,  and 
agent  lor  tb<;  Bank  of  Jreiandy  that  in  the  -commeocemenl  of  the 

year 


"  1797  ihtnt  was  an  unufual  demaod  of  ca4b  made  pn  the  Bank 
gf  Eneland  to  be  fisnt  to  Ireland  ;  aud  that  there  was  an  expe^ii- 
tioQ  of  a  loao  b«tDg  intended  to  be  raifed  in  Great-Britain  for  the 
*  lervice  of  IreUnd»  which  would  have  neceiTarily  occa&oned  the  ex* 
portatioa  of  i^coofidcrable  quantity  of.coin  from  the  m^tropohs  to 
the  httor  kti^dom.  It  is  proper  to  add,  that  the  kingdom  of  Ire- 
knd  appears,  for  fome  weeks  previous  to  the  iiTuin^  of  th^  order 
of  Council  of  the  »6th  of  February,  to  have  experienced  a  great 
want  of  CaOn  fimilar  to  that  which  was  experienced  in  GreAt* 
Britain, 

There  is  a  circumftance  that  throws  coufiderable  h'ght  on  one,  at 
leail^  of  the  caufes  which  produced  this  great  demand  for  caih  oa 
the  Bank.  It  appears  by,  the  account  of  the  flate  of  the  cafli  at  the 
Bank,  at  ditferent  periods,  j&  laid  before  the  Committee,  that  the 
greateft  drain  of  ca(b  which  the  Bank  has  experienced,  fubfequent 
to  the  year  17839  was  in  March  and  June  17931  that  is,  a  mort 
time  after  the  failure  of  the  couxitiy  banks  in  that  year;  and  in  the 
commenccmenc  of  the  month  of  February  of  this  year,  that  is,  a 
ihort  time  after  the  Newcaille  banks  flopped  payment  in  ca(h,  and 
when  the  alarms  before  ilatcd  produced  great  demands  for  cafil 
from  different  parts  of  the  country ;  fo  that,  in  both  thofe  periodf, 
the  fame  caufe  appears  to  have  produced  an  etfe^  nearly  £milar^ 
that  is,  a  very  uuufual  drain  of  cafh  from  the  Bank. 

The  iacreafed  demand  for  cuih  inufl:  bear  a  proportion  to  the 
decreafe  of  any  other  fort  of  cfrcuJation  that  is  a  fubditute  for  it. 
.The  CooKmittee  will  prefently  ibew  to  what  decree  the  circulation 
of  the  notes  of  the  Bank  of  £ngland  Had  been  diminifhed,  immedw 
ately  previouti  to  the  zbtlti  otFebruary  laft.  With  refped  to  the 
decreafe  of  country  bank  bills  in  circulation,  Jdc.  Thornton,  wha 
.  appears  to  have  collected  his  evidence  from  feverai  parts  qf  the 
kingdom  with ^eat .accuracy,  was  defired  by  the  Committees  de- 
liver in  an  account  of  the  proportion  in  which,  according  to  his 
information,  country  bank  bills  circulated  in  different  partS't>f  the 
kingdom,  before  the  failures  in  1793 ;  at  a  period  fublequent  to 
that  year;  and  at  the  prefent  time.  This  account  may  be  feen  at 
large'  in  the  evidence ;  but  the  refult  is,  that  at  the  preient  time 
the  circulation  of  thefe  bills  is  in  one  part  of  the  kingdom  not 
more  than  about  a  third ;  in  another,  jiot  mora  than  half ;  and  la 
a  third,  but  a  fixth,  of, what  was  in  circulation  before  the  year 
Z795:  and  the  Committee  Have  ah-eady  endeavoured  to  diew,  an 
a  former  part  of  this  Summary^  to  what  degree  the  means  oCgCoin* 
jng,  and,  in  couiequeaee  therc^of,  the  rq^ular  fupply  of  new  com 
(which  alone  could  fill  up  the  void  occauoned  by  this  decreaie  of 
circulating  P^pf  ■*)  had  diminifhed  of  late  years. 

From  the  ev^idence  of  the  Governor  of  the  Bank,  and  from  the 
report  of  the.  lafi  Secret  Committee,  which  has  been  Laid  before 
this  Committee,  it  appears,  that  it  was  not  fingly  the  d}mini(hed 
ftate  of  their  calh  which  gave  the  diredors  any  great  alargi,,-  the 
Qovernor  and  Mr.  Bopmquet  rathei*  impute  this  atarip  tp  the  pro* 
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greffivcly  incrcnfing  demands  for  ca(h  upon  Aem,  particularly  la 
the  week  preceding  the  26th  of  February,  and  to  the  rcs^fon*  they 
had  to  apprehend  that  thefe  demands,  and  the  confeijjueiit  progrcf- 
five  rediiaion  of  cafli,  wpuld  continue  and  even  mcreafe ;  and 
\hey  add,  that  this  drain  was  in  great  part  owing  to  denuinds  fo^ 
cam  from  the  country,  fuch  demands  being  nJ'ade  upon  the  Bank 
indireiftjy  from  the  country,  but  direftly  from  the  baniwrB  of  Lon- 
don, who  were  to  fupply  the  countiy. 

•  The  Direflors  of  the  Bank,  under  the  tmprcffioa  which  thefe 
alarms  and  c;mbarraOhients  had  occafioned,  appear  to  have  judged 
It  prudent  to  diminifh  their  notes  in  circulation,  and  the  confe- 
quent  demands  that  might  come  upon  tbem,  fo  as  to  make  the  de- 
mands more  nearly  correfpond  with  the  ftate  of  their  cafti.  It  ivill 
te  {ctn  in  the  accounts  prefented  to  the  Committee,  ot  the  amount 
of  Bank  notes  in  circulation  at  different  periods,  that  the  average 
amount  of  Bank  notes  in  circulation  at  different  periods,  that  the 
average  amount  of  thefe  notes  in  circulati<in  for  fevcral  years  pre- 
vious to  the  end  of  the  year  1796,  may  be  ftated  at  between 
jf.  10,000,000    and   j^, 1 1,000,000,     hardly   ever    falling    below 

f  .9,000,000.  and  not  often  exceeding,  to  any  great  amount 
.1 1,000,000,  It  will  appear  by  one"  o?  the  afore- mentioned  ac- 
counts?, that  in  the  latter  end  of  the  year  1796,  and  in'thc  begin- 
ning of  1797,  the  amoimt  of  the  Bank  notes  in  circulation  was 
^fs  than  the  average  before  dated;  and  on  the  asth  of  Fcbruaiy 
hS^  it  was  reduced  to/'.8,640,ajo. 

It  is  true,  that  in  an  account  prefented  to  the  Committee  of  the 
aoiount  of  Bank  notes  in  circulation  in  the  years  17^2,  17B3,  and 
1784,  the  quantity  was  then  cencrally  even  lefs  the  fum  lad  roe»- 
tiooed;  but  at  that  time  the  foreign  commerce  of  the  kingdom  was 
not  even  one  half  of  what  it  ts  at  prefent,  as  will  be  feen  in  the  ac- 
count of  imports  and  exports  inferted  in  this  Report. 

It  is  not  probable  that  the  reduftion  of  Bank  notes  tOjf  .8,640,2505 
immediately  previous  to  the  iffuing  the  order  in  Council  of  the 
a6th  February,  was  owing  to  any  diminution  of.  the  demands  for 
them ;  for  at  that  time  the  merchants  of  London  were  fubjedt  to 
jdifficultjes  from  not  being  iable  to  get  their  bills  difcounted. 

Tlic  Dire^rs  of  the  Bank  had,  on  the  31^  December  179J, 

eome  to  a  refolution  to  dimini(li*their  difcounts;  but  notwith- 

ilanding  that  refolution,  they  did  not  diminifli  the  amount  of  their 

difcounts  in  the  CQurfe  of  the  year  1796,  compared  with  what  they 

•  were  in  1795,  but  had  rather  increafed  them,  not  however  t» 

'  fuch  an  extent  as  to  make  them  correfpond  with  the  wants  of  the 

commercial  world.     A  confiderab I e. degree  of  didrefs  confequently 

enfued,  which  diflrefs  may  alfo  be  imputed  to  another  caufc  in  evi- 

'  dence  before  the  Committee.     By  law  no  man  is  to  take  more 

than  /].  5  per  cent,  intereft  for  money  lent  or  advanced  by  him ; 

and  this  redridion  is  underdood  to  apply  to  bankers  in  the  bufi- 

neis  of  difcouniing ;  fo  that  in  time  pt  war,  when  a  much  greater 

iatered  than  £,^  per  cenl.  can  be  made  of  money  upon  ^aoverti- 

mcnt 
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fiient  fecnritia,  the  difcoants  which  merchants  obi^in  frotn  bank^ 
«fs  and  cyther  individnak,  are  neceflkrily  much  diminifhed,  and 
they  are  forced,  on  that  account,  to  refort  dircAly  to  the  Bank, 
Some  of  the  peffons  whom  the  Committee  examined  on  this  part ' 

.  of  the  fobjeft,  have  exprefled  a  ftrong  opinion  of  the  inconvenience 
produced  by  the  Condu  A  of  the  Bank  in  diminifhing  their  nqtes  la 
circularion,  and  in  reftrifting  their  difconnts. 

One  of  thefe  perfons  is  of  opinion,  that  an  increafed  quantity  of 
Bank  notes,  proportioned  to  the  increafed  ocdafion  for  them,  muft 
tend  to  prevent  a  demand  for  guineas  rather  than  to  promote  it; 
and  that  if  the  quanricy  of  notes  iflued  is  very  coniiderabJy  lefs  chaa 
theoccafions  of  the  mercantile  world  require,  a  run  upon  the  Bank 

•  will  be  tlie  confeqnence.  He  is  of  bpinion  alfo,  that  the  Dire^ors 
of  the' Bank  no  not  avail  themfelvcs  of  the  full  extent  of  their  cre- 
dit ;  and  that  thccaution  necefRi-y  to  he  obferved  by  private  bank* 
<rrs  in  the  amount  of  their  bills,  does  not  apply  to  the  cafe  of  the 
Bank  of  England^  for  feveral  reafons  which  ne  affigns.  A  great 
quantity  of  BAnk  notes,  in*  his  opmion,  is  abfoluteiy  neceffary  for 
the  circulatioti  of  the  metropolis  ;*  and  that  in  this  refpeA  it  is  ii|:i^ 
material  whether  lihefe  notes  are  ffllied  ibr  advances  made  to  Go^ 
vernment,  or  inrdifcounts  to  private  perfons,  except  that*  in  the 
laft  cafe,  thofe  whofe  bills  arc  difcounted  to  a  greater  extent,  may 
ftippofe  that  more  refief  is  granted  tt5  them.    He  allows,  however^ 

'that  a<  the  Bank  difcounts,  even  in  time  of  war,  at  /.5  per  cent. 
there  maj  be  a  greater  difpofttion  to  borrow  of  the  sank  at  ;^*$ 
per  cent,  than  it  may  be  prudent  always  for  the  Bank  to  com- 
ply with. 

Another  of  thofe  Gentlemeti  is  ofopV.don,  that  the  refolutioii 
of  the  Bank  to  reftri^t  theifdifcourtt*  excited  an  afcirm  ahddfftruft 

^  that  led  to  an  incrcafe  of  the  drain  of  the  ca(h;  riiat  it  has  contributed 
alfo  to  the  forced  fale.and  depreciafion' of  public  fecurities,  and  to 
other  embarfaffiilcnts  occafioned  by* an  in(ufficient  fupply  of  Bank 
jiotes  and  cafli ;  which  fupply  has  not  kept  pace  with  the  demand 
arifing  from  the  employment  and  cii'culation  of  aftivc  capital,  par- 
ticularly for  the  laft  fifteen  months :  and  he  is  alfo  of  opinion,  that  ^ 
it  would  not  fignify  materially  to  th^ public,  whether  tne  quantum' 
of  Bank  notes  introduced  into  circulation  was  created  by  difcount- 
ingbills  for  the  merchants,  or  by  advances  to  Government, 
^he  Committee  have  judged  it  right  to  ftate  the  caufes  afli^ned 
by  thefe  Gentlemen  of  the  dUlfefs  that  has  lately  prevailed  from 
the  want  of  fufficient  means  of  ciitculation  in  comm<*rcial  traiifac- 

'  ti6ns :  the  Committee,  however,  do  not  mean  to  decide  whether 
the  Bank  Directors  might  not  have  folid  reafons  for  their  conduct 

.  in  this  refpe6t,  or  to  convey  any  opinion  on  this  doubtful  and  de- 
licate queftion,  but  cdriceive  it  their  duty  to  call  the  attention  of 

.the  Houfe  to  a  point  of  fo  great  innportance,  and  refer  the  Houfe 
to  the  arguments  ftated  more  at  large  in  the  evidence. 

The  Committee  have  thus  gone  tnrough  the  chief  points  which 
havr  oticurred  in  their  enquiry  refpeAihg  the  cau(b  which  pro- 
duced 
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dtecd  At  ardor  in  CotrncH  of  die  »Mi  '«f  FeiiniirjiuJift,  at  ft* 
fiiking  from  the  evidence  taken  bjr  them»  and  the  aeconnts  laid  be* 
fore  tfietn.  Thej  fubmit  the  &me  to  the  coa/ideracioa  of  the 
Hantt^  but  as  the  minates  of  their  prDc^eediogs  are  iilferted  m-  the 
fcnner  part  of  this  Report,  and  as  the  Ho^  is  thereby  pofllfled  of 
die  evidence  on  the  wnole  of  this  fubjed  in  ^eat  detail,  the  Mem- 
bers of  it  will  be  enabled  to  fupply  any  omiffionsi  and  to  oorreft 
anjrdefe^b  which  mzy  be  founa  in  this  Summary. 

The  Committee  being  deiiroas  of  confining  themfelves  to  Ibofe 
natters  oa  which  they  have  thought  proper  to  caH  evidence,  and 
ieafible  of  the  difficulty  (even  at  sul  times)  of  appreciating;  the  aL* 
tent  and  influence  of  alarm,  forbear  irom  adverting  toi  the  ^kA% 
produced  upon  the  fiate  of  pecuniary  tranfa^ions  and  circulatioo 
w  the  apprdhenfion^  of  invaiion  generally  prevalent  towards  the 
<^oiie  oC  the  lafl  ^ear  and  in  the  beginning  of  the  prefent,  but  of 
vhich  the  operation  mud,  doubtlefs,  have  been  conaderabfe.  Nor 
will  they  attempt  to  eftimate  how  far  the  interruption  given  to  the 
-hanking  (q)enitionsof  many  great  commerctai  cities^  by  the  trou- 
•bks  and  calamttics  which  have  agitated  Europe,  and  the  entire 
ftttn  of  many  comtnerdai  houles  and  eftablimments,  may  have 
lended'to  derange  the  accuflomed  courfe  and  confidence  of  gennal 

The  Committee  think  it  fuflSdent  merely  to  enumerate  coo- 
fiderations  of  fuch  ]_ 
further  obfervation. 


V  inwaaL  n  guuKicu\  mcrciy  kv  cnumcnKV  con* 

I  general  notoriety,  and  to  fubmit  them^  without 
D,  to  the  wifdom  of  the  Houfe.  ^ ' 


THIRD  REPORT 

OP  TBB  COMMirrEB    OP  flBCaECr   OP  THB  HOUSB  OP  CttllMOll*^ 

The  Committee  of  Secsecy,  appointed  to  examine  and  ffaite  ihm 
total  amount  of  outftanding  demands  on  the  Bank  of  England^ 
and  likewife  of  the  fiinds  for  difcharging  the  fame ;  and  to  re- 
port the  refult  thereof  to  the  Honfc,  together  with  their  opinioa 
on  the  neceffity  of  providing  for  the  confirmation  and  continu- 
ance, for  a  time  to  be  limited,  of  meafures  taken  in  pnrfuance 
of  the  Minute  of  Council  on  the  26th  of  February  laft ;  and  who 
were  empowered  to  report  their  oroceejing^  from  time  to  time 
to  the  Houfc;  and  who  were  ia(trii(fted  to  enquire  into  the  ne- 
celfity  of  tfliiing  the  Minute  of  Council  of  the  26th  of  February, 
and  to  report  their  opinion  to  the  Houfe  concerning  fuch  necef- 
«fity,  and  what  (hould  appear  to  them  to  have  been  the  cauf^ 
which  produced  the  fame, 

Having  reported  upon  the  two  firft  objeAs  of  their  eoc^irf, 
have,  purfuant  to  the  infiruAion  given  them  by  the  H01&,  pro. 
ceeded to  enquire  into  che^ neceffinrof  ifiiiog  the  (aid  minate  •( 
Council ;  and  your  Connnittea  find. 

That  the'  calh  and  bullion  in  the  Bank  having  been  coofideraMjr 
Fcduocd  bctweeajtbe:monthiif,  Jane.x29S  ^'''(^^fi^A&^i^^bnHuy 

»797> 


I    t9    1 

<tb#Bknit  ta  Iiqt  bdk>rb  tMe  Chanoelbr  of  the  £itch«|uer  the  ^ecift 
■■Bimtf  together  with  their  appmhenfioVw  of  its  beiagftiU  furt(i«r 
Tedocfld^  in^^iier  that  he  .might  take  &ch  meaforea  ^  might  be 
thought  moft  advifeable  for  tte  pablic  iniei^ett. 

it  apiltars  to  yovr  Committee^  that  betweeo  that  day  and  the 
26ih  of  Februar7f  the  drain  on  tisk  .fiaok  fbn  ca(h  increased  In  I 
it'iU  more  rapid  and  alarming  prbportion  ^  and  that  fuppodng  fuch 
drain  ihould  tomiiitfe  to  operate  (and  Aill  niore  fo  if  it  (hould  trif^ 
creafe),  yvur  Comnvittee  are  of  opinion,  tha^  thet-e  was  ftrong  rca- 
fon  to  apprehend  that  the  Bank  might,  in  the^purfe  of  a.fc^v  day^ 
not  only  be  ppevented  from  affording  the  ufual  and  necciTary  fup-. 
piy  of  c'afti  for  the  public  fervice,  but  uhimately  be  totally  diiablcd 
from  coatinuing  its  paynaents  in  caQi  in  the  ordinary  courie  of  it^ 
bulsaeis;  and  that  by  a  further  .redu^ion  to  any  confiderabie  a- 
nsount,  the  daager  to  the  public  would  have  been  greatly  increafed, 
and  it  might  have  become  much  more  difficult  to  retnftate  the  alfiiirs 
of  theBank«and  reftore  the  general  circulation  of  the  kingdom;  that 
there  was  no  rcafon  to  fuppoie  that  the  drain  would,  on  the  enfil- 
mg  Monday  and  following  days  be  in  the  leafi  diminifhed,  but  ri^ 
ther  that  it  would  have  been  coniidsrably  augmented;  that  n^ 
means  were  fuggefled  by  the  Directors  of  the  Bank  for  prevenHn|; 
the  danger  which  was  apprehended*  nor  did  any  fuch  occur  to  titem 
at  the  time,  or  have  iince  been  fu^geded  to  this  Committe ;  and  tt 
therefore t^pears  to  your  Committee  that  no  mevifure  could  then 
have  been  taken  which  would  have  prevented  fuch  danger,  other 
than  the  fufpenfion  of  payments  In  ca(h  reoulred  by  the  minute  of 
Council :  your  Committee  are  therefore  of  opinion,  that  on  th* 
a6th  of  Fcbniafy  there  did  exifl  a  neceffity  for  iffuing  the  miiiute 
of  Council  of  that  date,  though  at  the  time  not  warranted  by 

'  Your  Committee  having  thus  report^  to  the  Houfe  their  opmioti 
concerning  fuch  neceffity,  have  next  proceeded  to  enquire  into  thi 
eaufes  which  might  appear  to  them  to  have  produced  the  iamo. 
Thefe,  t>eine  undefined  in  their  nature  and  extent,  and  not  eafilt 
admitting  of  any  limitatibo,  have  led  your  Committee  info  tnvefti*. 
gations,  the  detail  of  which,  fubjeft  to  fame  reftridions  herealtef 
explained,  will  be  fotrnd  in  the  fubfeqoent  part  of  this  Report,  and 
the  Appendix  thereunto  annexed. 

In  order,  however,  to  comply,  as  far  as  they  are  able,  with  the 
inflrudtions  which  they  have  re(!eived,  your  Committee  have,  in  the 
firft  phice,  directed'  their  attemion  to  foch  caufes  as  appeared  to 
them  moft  capable  of  being  afcertained,  from  their  imuieidiate  ami 
ienfible  effe^  upon  the  ftate  of  cafh  in  the  Bank. 

They  find  it  agreed,  that  whatever  were  the  caufes  which  ope- 
rated to  reduce  the  cafh  and  bullion  in  the  Bank  to  the  (late  in 
which  they  flood  at  the  beginning  of  February  laft,  the  operation  of 
thofe  cauies,  being  from  their  nature  as  well  as  a^iuU  cfted  gradual 
and  progreffive^  might  perhaps  have  ceafed  or  been  counteracted. 

ypuIU.  1797.  *  c  But 
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Jut  four  ComnittM  Cody  ttiat^fiibfiniieiit  to  die  period  laftad- 
irertM  to»  j^  new  caufe  of  dhiin  on  tne  Bajnk  /uddenly  ca{i)C,  ipito 
§Ai6H  with  fuffcient  ▼iolence  to  produce  the  neceffity  in  cpidSioHv 
«ven  itnder  the  operation  of  any  tn<^urcs  wbich  >could  frooLtbat 
time  hare  been  a{>pHed  to  prevent  it. 

*  Hie  alarm  oTinyaibn  Which/ When  an  immediate' a|t9ck  waa 
ftrft  apprehended  in  IreUnd,  had  occafio^ed  foine  extraontioary 
demand  forcath  oti  the  Bank  of  England  in  the  months  of  De- 
cember and  January  ktt;  began  in  February  to  produce  fimilar  ef« 
feds  in  the  North  of  Enghmd.  Your  pommittee  find» that  in  con- 
fiquence  of  this  apprehenfion  the  farmers,  fuddenly  brou£^t  the 
produce  of  their  lands  to  fale,  and  canied  the  notes  of  the  country 
Banks,  which  they  had  collated  by  thefe  and' other  mean%  uxxo 
l9ioie  t>ank8  for  payment;  that  thisunufuai  and' fudden  demand 
fbr  cafh  redoced  die  feveral  banks  at  Newcaflle  to  f^c  jieceitity  of 
impending  their  pa^rments  in  ipecie,  and  of  availing  themielves  of 
«U  the  means  in  their  power  of  procuring  a  fpeedy  lupply  of  cafh 
from  the  metropolis;  that  the  eife6b  of  this  demand  oa the  New- 
caftle  banks,  and  of  their  fufpenlion  of  payment^ .  in  cafh,  foon 
fpread  over 'various  parts  of  the  country,  rrom  whence  fimilar  ap- 
plications were  confeauently  made  to  the  metropolis  for  ca(b ;  thax 
the  alarm,  thus  dilfbied,  not  only  occafioned  an  increafed  demand 
for  caih  in  the  countrv,  but  probably  a  difpoiition  in  many  to 
board  what  was  thus  obtained;  that  this  call  on  the  metropolis»^ 
through  whatever  channels,  diredl}'  affeded  the  Bank  of  England^ 
as  die  great  repofitory  of  cafh,  and  was  in  the  courfe  of  Aill  further 
operation  upon  it,  when  flopped  by  the  mmute  of  Council  of  the 
^6th  of  February. 

Your  Committee  further  obferve,  that,  as  the  Diredors  of  the 
Sank  had,  previous  to  the  aAual  exiflence  of  the  alarm,  leflened 
the  amount  of  their  difcounts,  fo  as  to  have  reduced  them,  by  the  . 
S5th  of  February,  one  fourth  of  the  fum  at  which  thev  flood  at  the  . 
beginning  of  the  prefent  year>  and  as  the  rcflridion  ot  the  accom- 
modation afforded  by  them  to  individuals  produced  a  fimilar  <ie« 
creafe  in  the  amount  of  difcounts  by  private  b|inkers»  the  joint 
eflfed  of  this  diminifhfd  accommodation  "to  the  public,  at  a  time 
'when  the  circumflances  above-mentioned,  and  others  to  be  here- 
after adverted  to,  feemed  to  require  an  increafe  of  it,  mufl  necef- 
&rily  have  been  an  additional  embarralTment  in  commercial  and 
pecuniary  tranfiidions,  tending  to  increafe  the  demand  fbr  the  csifk 
on  tlie  Bank. 

,Your  Committee  are  therefore  of  .opinion,  that  the  immediately 
efficient  caufe,  operating  upon  the  affair^  of  the  Bank,  at  the  period 
and  in  the  manner  above  fiated^  which  produced  the  neceflity  oC  the 
minute  of  Council  of  the  a6ih  of  f  ebruary,  was  the  alarm  exifling 
vnder  all  the  circumffamces  before  referred  to. 

In  invefligating  the  more  remote  caufes  which  might  have  ope- 
rated to  reduce  toe  cafh  and  bullion  in  the  Bank  to  the  fbite  ia .. 
which  they  fiood  at  the  beguining  of  the  period  above  referred  f  Oi 


iunl  which  ttilAt  have  eontributed  to  ^ocmfe  dke  «iBfcA  «^  4ii 
abrrA  whi(;b  tnen  took  placet  jour  Cpoc^iiittec  have  poUeftc4\li 
great  variety  orihtements  and.opiiiioiiSY  aod^yefubiviu^  taihf 
Houfet  in  this  Report  add  Append!;!,  the;,  whole  evidence  addqped 
before  them,  with  the  exception  only  of.fu^.lUlevnentSyCOiD^iiedeA 
with  the  bterual  management  of  the  Bai|k».  pr  .()\e  m-ivate  con^oi 
of  individuals,  ai  could  not,  in  the  cninion  of  A^  Comoikto^ 
with  proprjety  and  fkfety  be  made  public*      \ ^-  ,  - »: 

Your  Committee  have  thought  proper  (^piake  the.'g^end  deali 
ings  of  chi$  country  with  other  countries  an  ob^  of  thetr  eaqi|iryt 
in  order  to  afceitam  their  probable  effe&  upob  the  aMgrnent^jtipoi- 
or  diminution  of  bullion  and  fyecie  ii^  the  Kingdom.   Thc^  inyiPi 
for  thi^  purpoQf  t^ke4  a  view  of  the  exports  and  imports  oi  ^ 
country,  knd  advcfrte^  to  the  genera)  courfe  of  exchaogq  with  fo^^ 
r^gn  countries  (  ):hey.have  exaiKiined  .the  In&edor  General  of  im<^ 
ports  and  export^  Arom  whoni  theyjhave  obt^ned  a  ftatementi  from* 
whence  it  may  1)e  collected,  that  tne  balance  of  trade  in  ^rour  of 
this  conntiy  nas,  during  the  war,  yeiy.ereatly  increatbd,  fo  as  ia- 
each  of  the  yeaii;  ^79),  1704,  i79^an<ri7$|D,  to  h^ye  amounted 
upon  ao  average  TO  $\h>xix^  ^ftyCoo^fioOf  creating;  a  balapce  on  the. 
whole'  of  about  twenty-fik  mt|non&,  notwirbftanding  the  diminur  • 
ripp  of  the  geoeral  balance  byjh^  (b(iis  paid  ^<°r  the  grpit  impor«^i 
'  caption  of  corH,.oa^ohed  by  i(he  extraordifiary  fcarci^  .which  lately- 
prevailed,  and  encouraged  by  large  bqupties,.  to  an  extent  milfi^s 
oeyond  the  ordinary  fcsSe  of  i;ommcrce'  ip  th^t  artii;le. 

From  a  review  of  the  courTe  ofei^change,  particularly  with  Hafi|«  ^^ 
biifgb,  which  the  events  of  thfB  war  luve^  rendpn^  a  principal  ob«  ( 
JQfEt  of  atitentron,  it^|>pears^  that  in  tne^m<>htb  <^f  |^^  17951  ^^^1 
cpuffeof  excbatrtge  witn.  Hambureh  wii  reduced  to  fucb  ^  xatejuiy 
iu'die.opitiion^of  b^rf^ns  rnoft  (&ivertant  with  the  fubjeft,  rcn- , 
dered  the  exppi^  brbtallion*  from  this  country  a  profitable  traffic. 

That  it  ib  cdilVfhued  till  March  1796,  when  it  rpfe  ab^ve  th^^ 

rate  at  which  fudi  e^^port  could  be  profitable,  and  towards  t)ie  end  of , 

Febniary  )aft  rofe  fb  high  as  to  be  favoi^rable  to  the  import  of  bui«»!, 

li^,  4nd  has  fince,  in  a  greater  or  lefs  de^rree  lb  continued* 

,'.Your  0omittee  have  next  adverted  to  the  fituation  of  the  coun* ; 

3'  at  the  commencement^  the  wai*,  in  order  more  correftly  to . 
imate  the  eHc&  of  the  war  on  the  general  ftate  of  caih  and  bul*  . 
lion  within  the  kingdbnhi;  <^^ 

It  appears  that  the  embarraflhients  which  arpfe  early  in  the  year 
1793  are  to  be  dttributcd^  to  temrpbrary  caufes,  which  are  detailed,^ 
in  tile  report  of  the  Seleft  Comihtttee  appointed  in  that  year,  par*'' 
ticularly  the  want  of  a  ch^culating  meqium,  produced  bythedif*  ' 
credit  of  a  great  quantity  of  country  bank  notes ;  and  that  from  the 
circumftanoe  of  the  diilrels  being  relieved  by  the  loan  of  Exchequer  ' 
MlS)  all  of  which  were  duly  re-patd,  there  was  not  a  deficiency  oif 
cafii  at  thftt  time  in  the  kingdom:. 

it  further  appears,  that  ahhoogh  in 'l!te  begimiing  oi' the  year  ' 
179)  <hc  caih  and  bullion  in  the  bank  wercreauccd  vtrj  much  be* 

«»  low 


IdW  tficir^or^fnanf  amqiint,  yct^the  q\iiifttity  af  fbrtign  'gpl<fi  piiV- 
cllafed  bjr  fhtf  "Bank'lifj  tfie  yeit'l'^qi^,  very  greatly  cxeeccfed  the 
cjfeahtititrsdiJiThtircd'mNhe  thHJe  pfec^ing  years ;  and^e^iian- 
tiW'of  EngHfli  coin'purchafed  by  the  Sank  in  the  fame  tear  was 
afo  cortliderable  r^o'^hit/'lon^'bcfore  tfic  clofe  of  f he  yciaY,  the 
qiiantity  of  their*'  dalh  ahrf ' hOlUbn  was  i-wHed  to  an  umoiint  rtiiich 
above  what  ha's1>eeri  defem^'n^t^flWy-fcf- their  ordlnafy  purpofes, ' 
and  above  the  amount  at  which  St  had  beea  during  aay  part  of  the 
yeir  179*2.  ''"***.  '  '  '    V  '  '  '    " 

'It'ttlfo  appeals,  fti^t  although  extraordlriarV  qiBiBt^tfei  of  bbllioa 
w^ere-cxporled  in' tht  y(^krs  17^2  an4  i;;l93,'yct  the  rifh  and  buJ- 
liftn'tti  tht  Bank  increaifc^  early  intfee  y«ir<  i79^i  ^nd  dtfriag  the 
Whole' of  that  year  ekrecdejd  the  ambilnt  bf*  tneir  caflt  ^rid  bulnoa 
dur1rigafny|iart  ofth^ykr  1792.  :  '      -.» ;i.. 

•Tbnr  Comm rtt'^'liiV^e^ next  proceeded tbemjulw  ^Irf  atviC^  ' 
fiho^  fhe'cIofS  of  the  year  1 792^"ffi4y  h^Ve  cbhtrittifted  to  dnw 
caih  and  bullion  out  of  iH^'roiifttrj-^  of  preVentiheiSilflux  of  them 
hltb'k.    'i^efirft'that  hav<i  dtci>frt*d  tb  the'Gothmittec  ire  the 
eltpente^lficrdeBt <o  the  war,  and  oth^r" fexpenfceslfbrotd;  wbicM-» 
a^e  fet  fofth  in 'the  A|>pfctitdi^  to'  thi^  ftcpoft,  as  filf~a$  the^fiirie 
coilld  be  maife  ddt,  from  whence  ft  tippears,  that  the  imctaift  of 
th'dfc:  expcndlt\ircs  is  about  J^'.yifiip;gYi9  of  which  fum  lihoiic- 
;f*i5,7oo,bo6  iiipears  'lb/have  "been "^pehded*  in 'Etlropc,'aii<lttic' 
rtin'aitider  in  other  parti' <5f<h6  world.       •       '"    ''  '    ■ 

For  the  purpofe  of 'diTcoVeri'ng  how  fer  thcfe'feveraiartidei  of- 
expenditure  artd  Mvahdi  h'iv^  coflfcffivclj^  contributed  todraw bul- 
licM  from  the  cbuntPy  by  aftual  exportatidrt,  your  ObWinittec-hate ' 
pfocured*^an  accouii^  of 'fe^^lliori  exported,  cxdUflS^e  of  Ireland^  iq  . 
the  years  xfga^'i*;gu  t'792^  '^19'5i'  i7^4Vi79j»  ^tnd  ly^bji^^hich 
irfe:  forth  in  the  Appeftdix.^   This  a^ttourit  fti;  probably  iSopre^ 
with'refpeft'tb  the  quaii!rity  of  bullion  and  of  foreign  coin  exported; 
bOt^as  the  cut^rent'coih  of  the  k in gdoni  cannot  lawftifl^  bi  exported, 
probably  cland^flirie  exportation  riihy  have '  taken  place ;  itndipcr-. 
Tons  going  biit  of  the  kingdom  may  alfo  hai^c  tJken  with  thejW  bbth 
foreign  coin  and  cuiYeht'coih  to  a  c*on(ider^ble  amonnt,  to  anfwer 
thftr  imtiiediate'expen*c«<;'  'X)nt?'caafe  of  expoitatlon  of  tecoin 
of  the  kingdom  has*  poffiblf  been  the'fupferW  price  for  which  gold,*' 
during  fome  perfodf  of  the  w*\r,  Ifa?  Been  (b^d'at  Hamburgh  and  ' 
elfewhei;:,  \vhich  m;.  ie  the.  exportation  .of' the  current  goldTmn- 
n%fted  iht^  bars,  or  ii*:  hs  flate  o? 'Coinage,  a  profitabte  Com- 
merce '  ".  *'■•■  •  ^  ''    '•      -'  ■  -'■  '  ■"• 
•  'Yoi^r  Coitimi  tee  h-^x  obtained  dfccuratfe  ihfofmation  of  the  re^ 
inittaricen  madcTor  ]Slir/s  and  advances  to  the  HmpcrOr,  the  paiti- 
ciilars  r;  which  are  lb  red  in  {he  Appfendfi ;  and  your  Conmtiittee 
find  t!..'t  part  of  the  loan  of  /'.4,6oo,cco,"  negotiated  in  1794  and 
17b  ^,  was  remitted  in  bullion,  part  of  it  in  gold  to  the  amount  of* 
about /*,  1 50,000,  confining  prmcipally  6f  Louis  D'ors,  and  the 
remainder,  ^bout/.  1,043,000,  in  felver/ chiefly  Spanifh  d</llart. 
It  ajppeai^'thir  tie  grcateft*  part  of  thrj  btillten  Was  parchtfed^f  At 


Bftrik^;  and  th|t  the  whole  was  pdrdiafed  thnnigh  tKe  intennntioiir 
of  the  confidentia]  broker  of  the  fiank^  aod^was  i^  to  Gmxnanf 
at-  diiferont  tiniesy  between  the  g/th  of  September  1 794  aiid  fdie^  1  in 
of  J^hcuarjr  1796;  that  the  rail  of  that  ioaa  was  rcnuttedijiibUlii 
of  exchange ;  and  thai  the  advances  made  by  Govcroieat  to!  tl« 
Bmperor,  aJld  other  foreign  Pi'iaces,  in.  2796  and  17979  ^ere'ai«> 
timely  remitBsdby  bills,  of  exchange*  no  part  havuog  been  iSflUtflaAi 
ior-ciUhjor  buihiui. 

Italfo  appoan  that  the  (iihfidies.to  the  King  of  Priiifia  weve  ve** 
mittefl,  ia.i.794t  partly;  in  filrer  bidlton.froai  this  countr]^  |iaM^' 
bjT gold  bttltion  procuoed  In  Aniihordam»  psLnly> by  drafts  on. Ail^ 
Aerdam,  and  partly  bf  drafts- drawn  on  Londoiti^oai  Haonbii^h^ 
and  bvsthe'Jdarttune.&ciety  at  Berlin*  .:  .1  l- 

It  rarther  appKrai^  to  your  Coaamittee,  that  the  quantityirM  ^pild' 
coined  vac  the  Mint  <k]iring  the  years  179^  17944  x795»  and^'i^pi^t 
aaumnt  to^upwardsof  fix  miUionfrfterling,  of  which  abqut£.Mcj^po&} 
oiiJf.  wa»  coined  in  the  two  laft  yean.  ',    .j 

4ln.additioo  to.thefecauib  ofadtmi  adpatusi§i  yoww Cojoaddt^Bh 
think  pTxtpertn advert  to  variousictrooinfauacavwftich  mayiaotittdw 
btttQ^ithecfo  thedelay^ofi  the duc.retun]Lof>43ooiaiapata4 dealiani 
or  nequii:Q  ^nhn^ed  me^iis  of  dronlatioi^  in .  tin  country^  OSiSbb 
nature  are,  the  habit  of  the  Britifh  merchant  to  give  longer  etiodffi 
ta>thc  foFeigaihercbant  than  he  Acewea  ii|  renim ;  thechan^iof 
the  courfe  of  tnade  fihce  the  war,  and  the  of^e^ing  of  ne)«  aecotolft 
with  new.cuflomers.;.  th^  circuitous  rsmittanoe  <^f  money  from  vh^L 
rioii&>parts^  id  cooiequcnoe!o£  interrupdons  iA»|)^' means  of  dirMkfi 
cdnonmication.^and  the  ftate  of  £mie  of  the  conntrie^  hottii  ^bithn 
qinfiderable  reaaitunccsace^ae.  Tottl^fq  are  to  be  addbdlthn) 
iacreafe  of  doraefUccooamerce,  the.  increafe  of '  manii£aduresi  fodi 
^MMnecoafumptioti,  the  geneitd  fpiiit  of  intsvnal  ii1iprovemtffct>iwt 
agriculture,  and  inthe  foirmatJon  of  canrakiand  other  publiawopkaui 
']H>t€)iefe  ona^Ti^b  he.added^  as^ producing  ^  further  ueeeQSty  ftr 
amatatt  qnantit^  of  cirt^ulating^  ipediamy  iother  caufes  of  ^  diffirrcflt  ^ 
nmre^.cand  in.other  refpefts  of  an  opfibiite  tendency^  andi p(itti*-> 
culariy  th^increafed  price  of  freight »  {hipping^  infurance^  densur^'^ 
rage,  «nd  a.  variety  of  other  articles,  generally  afFcAing  thi.tradCf* 
of  the  country  hoth  in  its  former  and*  in  its  increafed  (hite ;  th«> 
advancea  >  price,  of  labour,  and .  of  all  the  necefTaries  of  life,  and  1 
ahnoft  tvcry  kizid  of  commodity.  Added  to  all  thefe  circumfhinces^  *' 
th^  operations  aud  expencea  of  the  war  may  be  fuppofed  fo  rcquire^^ 
a  greater  quantity  of  circulating  medium  for  internal  as  well  as  fdi?l 
extcbn«il  pur.pofe&  Some  of  thefe  confiderations  appear  to  have  piV)- 
ddced  the  refolutions  of  a  meeting  of  merchants  in  London  of  thef  ^ 
a4th  of  Mareh  1797,  fabjoined  to  this  Report.  But  whiles thtfA^t 
confiderations  feemed  to  require  increaied  means  of  cincuhttionl*' 
other  circumfUnces  have  occurred  to  dioiinifh  the  facility  of  it« 

The  increafed  amount  and  low  price  of  the  public  funds,  and  the^'  . 
high  difcount  on  the  negotiation  of  Government  fecurities^  havo 
b0snpartic«hiiy»ftated;toyour  Committee  as  hftvuig-cnradSdirable 

opera- 


operttiDa  in  tbts  point' x>f  view,  by  tBduciog  many  ptrfiBn,  vim' 
bcftsre  the  war  {lad  been  in  the  habit  of  employing  timt  maatef  tn* 
diicoufitiiig  bilU  9f  exchange  as  a.orofiuble  liealing^  to  widKuaw  . 
their  waoDtj  frpm  that  coujrfe;  of  oufinefs,  and  enpiejt  it  la  tfa&. 
pirchafe  ot  floating  Govefnment  fecoriticst  or  other  pufcdio  htadsir 
It  aifo  appears  to  jrour.  Cqivmittee  that  thefe  cicciimfcaiTf  hanr 
liad  the  Airther  e&ft  of  .increa£Ae  the  difficulty  of  ratfing- money 
by  loan  upon  private  fecucities.    The  general  effi&ft  of  thr^low: 
price  of  tne  public  funds*  and  the  ^rcat  profit  to  be  madehy^MF- 
cfaafif^  floating  Govenunent  iecunties^  feeros  to  have  been  to  ,m^ 
rt&  in  rariouis  Government  fecurities  large  fuma  of  amiey  befece 
dogloyed  as  part  o£  the  adive  capital  of  thtf  country^  cithn*  irnmo* 
di^Xtly  by  the  owner,  or  mediately  through  the  oferalioos'  of  -difwL 
count  jon  loan.    The  arrears  owing  by  Government  to  flodividQab 
for  pmblic  fervices  of  various  kio£  b»ve  alfo  been  ftued  to.your  • 
Qnoauttee  as  tending. to  diminifli  the  means  of  cfaxufetioo,  pait»4.'. 
culariy  as  they  may  raife  diflruft  and  create  difficuitiea  ta  cammerti* 
dftl  0isn  dealing  with  Government  by  uncertainty  of  payment* 
vhidi  may  alfo  have  been  increaied  by  a  want  of  pundtialicy  mt 
foe  late  mflances,  alledged  in  evidence  before  this  Commktee,  io  t 
<wnirging  bills  of  exchange  drawn  upon  the  Navy  and  VJAnalling^'* 


1  The  advances  made  by  the  Bank  to  Govenunent  have  idiia  beea 
tmei,  and  particularly  by  the  Governor  and  DireAons  of  the  fiank^ « 
asiiaving  materially  contributed  to  their  prefent  embirraAKnt;  i 
aid  it  has  been  fugg^Hed,  that  it  was  important  oonfiderah^  to  di»  i 
mfiiifli  thofe  advances  for  the  purpofe ^  reducing,  their  not»kk.» 
cistula&>n  to  a  nearer  proportion  to  their  caih,  or  U  leaft  to  hriag^. 
theainount  of  them  more  under  their  controul*  while -at  tbofnei 
time  they  might  be  enabled,  to  afford  a  largqr  accommodatiQB  to 
tb^!commerce  of  the  countnr  by  way  of  difcouat*. 

It  appears,  on  the  other  hand,  to  have  been  the  opiniQAiof  pccn. 
ions  .en|^ged  in  commercial  and  pecuniary  tranfa£nona»  thatlJie 
diminution  of  Bank  notes  fince  December  170$,  fo  far  finom  tend- 
ing to  focure  the  Bank  from  the  danger  of  a  drain  of  cafli,  by  con- 
trsimig  thetr'engagements  within  a  narrow  compafi,  has  in  efkGt 
oootributed  to  the  embarrai!inent  which  they  have  lately  enjic* 
rienced,  by  reducing  the  re^uifite  means  of  circulation,  diminiih* 
iqg  the  general  accommodation  by  wayof  diicouot,  and  thus  0Gca<* 
fiodifig  a  more  preifing  demand  for  ipecie,  foif  which  the  Bank  i^  : 
ftif  is  the  readied  as  well  as  the  ultimate  fource  of  fupply. 

Th^e  appears  to.your  ComQiittee,good  peafon  to  apprehend  that 
the  c6untr^  bank  notes  in  circulation  have  been  reduced  ojae  third 
from  the  time  of  the  difficulties  in  1793  to  December  1791^,  and 
that  they  have  $nce  that.|>eriod  fuffered  a  ftill  forther  dimiiuition  ;•  > 
and  from  hence  has  been  inferred  the  neceffity  of  providing  from  • 
the^Bank  an  adequate  fupply  qf  their  notes  to  compeniSue  for  this 
cbalm  in  the  circuUtton  of  the  country* 

VoufT  Committee  conceive  it  may  be  thought  important  to  fiate, 

that 


[  *3  3 
tint  the  amount  of  the  calh  and  btillion  in  die  Bank,'  duriog  a|;i^ 
larrof  ihii:j«4r'i78t,  and  a  Tery  confiderable  part  of  the  year  ijlHr 
wasrbebw  theamotint  at  which  it  flood  in'  liny  part^  of  the  y«ar 
1706 ;.  andthat^^during  the  whole  of  I'fSf,  the  amount  was  lower, 
and  during  ibme  parts  of  that  year  was  coniiderabiy  lower  than  it 
was  on  thb  a6tfa  of  February  laft;  atid  that  the  Bank  did  not  at 
'  tlraffe  peraoda  letfen  the  amount  of  their  difcounts  or  notes,  and  the 
dmiiationfof  thto  country,  fiffbred  no  interruption,  it  aJfo  appears 
.that  the<debt  of*Gov«mment  to  the  Bank  for  advances  in  the  yean 
;^80|.i74r,  1782,  1783,  and  1784,  was  generally  very confider/ 
•able,  and  bearing  a  near  proportion  to  tiie  debt  due  for  advances 
oirdie  2bdK^  ^brtiary  taft,  as  appears  by  the  accounts  fet  ferth 
in  the  Anpendi)^  part  of  the  fum  included  in  the  account  of  the 
prafent  ckoc  beii4:tbe  amount  of  unclaimed  dividends  paid  by  the 
Bank  for  the  pabxio  ferviee. 

•  .  Your  comn^ttife  alfo  haw  obibrved,  that  during  a  period  of 
about  nine  nriionrhs,  between  the  month  of  June  1 79a  and  the 
month  of  March  1793,  there  was  ^  drain  of  ca(h  and  bullion  frooi 
the  Bank  .to* an  amount  Jarj^er  than  that  of  the  drain  which  took 
place  from  the'month  of  December  179;  to  the  a6th  of  February 
X797,  being: a  period  of  about  fourteen  months,  and  confiderably 
linger  than  the  drain  during  the  twelve  months  from  the  firft  of 
January  1796  to  the  firft  of  January  1 797  ;  and  that  in  April  i793f 
tiie  Bank  raifed  their  dtfcounts  to  more  than  double  the  amount  at. 
which  their '4ifco&nt6  flood  iii  December  1796 ;  and  that  the  cafli 
and  bttiiion  mdually  rofe  fmm  the  month  of  April  1793  ;  and  in 
the  month  of  September  1793,  the  amount  was  nearly  equal  to  the 
amount  in  June  1792,  and  in  December  1793  exceeded  the 
amount  duti^  any  part  of  the  year  1 792,  and  in  the  year  1794 
rofe  ftill  higher.  • 

.  Your  QMnfnlttee  having  ibted  thefefafts,  and  thefe  opinions, 
fubmit  the  conciuiion  to  be  drawn  from  them,  and  the  confidejr- 
atioo'ofthe' whole,  to  iht  wifdom  of  the  Houfe. 

.1  PROCLAMATION 

RELATIVE  TO  THE  MUTINY   AMt)  aEBBLLION  ON  BOAaO  4  FAat 
OF  HIS  majesty's  FLEETS. 

(L.  S.y  Whereas  it  has  beeii  reprefented  unto  us,  that  notwith* 
(binding* the  declarations  made  in  our  name,  and  by  our  authority, 
by  our  Lords  Commiffioners  of  our  Admiralty,  of  our  gracious  in<* 
tentiions  to  recommend  to  the  confidcration  of  Parliament  to  aiig* 
ment  the  wages  and  allowances  of  the  feamen  and  marines  of  our  fleet* 
which  our  gracious  intentions  and  declarations  have  fince  been  car- 
ried into  eTO6t  by  an  a6l  of  IVirliament ;  and  notwithftanding  the 
communication  made  by  our  right  trudy  and  ri^ht  well-b^lovad 
Coufin  and  Counfellor  Richard' Earl  Howe,  Admiral  of  our  Fleet, 
of  our  gracious  intentiops  towards  tiie  feamen  and  marines  of  out 
'       •       •      '  ^  '         ■  fleet, 


Af^-'fer  tiii^*pilnMi)  <n  the  Mfeaceft  bjr  Ihcin  cdottntttod^  tiid  *  oOr 
jBcbjal  n-ocbtmatton  thdrupon,  bearing  date  the  i  ith  <lay  of  Miiy 
•anftaat ;  and  ootwithflahdiog  the  fentimeots  of  duty  and  fjnAtxmc 
jw^  vihich  the  fiune  were  received  by  the  ieftznen  and  marines  of 
tHH*  other  fquadroni^  yet  the  crews  oii  board  certain  of  oinr  fhips  at 
the  Nore  have  not  onlv  iince  the  firft  ntanifelhitioo  of  all  tbefc  our 
grattous  intentions  and  declarations^  been  guilty  of  divers  aAs  of 
matiny  and  difbbedience  of  orders,  but  hare  even  proceeded  to 
odier  a£b  of  the  moft  heinous  and  treafonable  nature,  by  fhing 
tmoa  fome  of  our  fhips.  In  order  to  compel  them  to  fubmit  to  thetr 
dncdioo ;  have  threatened  and  taken  meafures  for  flopping  the 
^onknerce  of  the  kisgdomi  paifing  to  and  from  the  port  of  Lon^ 
ftohf  and  have,  by  terror  of  their  force,  compelled  two  frigates  to 
ddift  from  e!|ccating  a  particular  fervieev  which,  by  our  orders, 
they  were  dire^cd  to  perform:  We  thinking  it  right  to  warn  all 
0nr ieamea  and  marines  on  board  the  faid  mips  of  the  heinous  na- 
ture of  the  o<fencei  by  them  committed,  and  of  the  dangerous  con- 
fc||«ences  thereof  to  the  fpirit  and  difctpline  of  the  Britifh  navy, 
.  and  to  the  welfare  of  their  country,  as  well  as  to  their  own  fafie^. 
tio  hereby  earneflly  require  and  enjoin  all  our  feamen  and  marines 
immediately,  on  notification  of  this  our  Royal  declaration,  to  re- 
turn to  tbejregular  difcharge  of  their  duty,  as  has  already  beeirdone 
1^  the  crews  of  our  other  fquadroos  and  fleets  fiationed  at  Portf- 
^noQth  and  Plymouth,  and  el&where. 
'  And  whereas  we  are  well  afTured  that  a  greet  part  of  the  feamen 
and  marines  on  board  the  fiitd  fliipa  at  the  Nore  abhor  and  deteft 
the  criminal  proceedings  which  are  (k\\\  perfifted  in  on  board  the 
laid  fiitps,  and  are  defirous  to  return  to  their  duty, 

Now  we,  being  delirous  to  extend  our  gracious  intentions  of 

Erdon  to  all  fuch  feamen  and  marines,  fo  lerving  on  board  our 
d  fliips  at  the  Nore,  who  may  have  returned,  or  fhall  return, 
upon  the  notification  of  this  our  Royal  declaration,  to.  the  regubir 
and  ordinary  difcharge  of  their  duty,  have  authorized,,  and  do  here* 
by  authorize  and  empower  our  iaid  Lords  Commiffioners  of  oar 
Admiralty,  or  any  three  of  them,  to  fignify  to  all  fuch  feannen  and 
9iarines  who  may  have  been  ^ilty  otany  of  the  treafonable  i&s 
aforefaid,  or  any  mutiny,  or  difobedience  of  orders,  or  negleft  oF 
duty,  and  who  have  returned,  or  who  ihall,  upon  notification 
thereof  on  board  their  rcfpe^ivc  (hips,  return  to  the  regular  and 
ordinary  dtlcharge  of  their  doty^  oar  Koyal  intentions  tor  grant  to 
all  fuch  feamen  and  marines  our  mofi  gracious  pardon,  and  to  pro- 
miie  in  our  name  to  all  fuch  feamen  and  marines  who  have  fo  re* 
tamed,  or  iball  fo  return  to  the  regular  and  ordinary  diicharge  of 
their  duty,  our  moft  gracious  pardon  accordingly.  And!  we  do 
hereby  declare,  that  all  fuch  feamen  and  marines  who  fliall  haw 
fe  returned*  or  ftmli  fo  return  to  tl^dr  dut}*,  and  to  whom  the 
6id  Lords  Commiflioners  of  our  Admiralty,  or  any  three  of  them, 
ihall  fo  oromife  our  pardon,  (hall  receive  the  fame  accordingly, 
and  ihal!  bedifcbarg^  and  releaied  fromal]  proiecations.  impri« 

fonmentSi 


(  as  X  .  , 
ibnments,  and  penalties  incurred  by  reafon  of  a^V  of  the  afts  slfore- 
iaid,  or  by  reafon  of  any  aft  of  mutiny  or  difobcJiencc  of  orders,  or 
any  breach  or  neglcd  of  duty,  previoufly  committed  by  them,  or 
any  of  them ;  hereby  declaring,  at  the  fame  time*  that  all  fuch  Tea- 
men and  marines,  who  fhaii  not  take  the  benefit  of  this  our  gra- 
cious pardon,  fhaJl,  from  henceforth,  bc.comiid^rcd  as  liable,  ac 
cording  to  the  nature  of  their  offences,  to  fuch  punilhment  as  the 
Articles  of  War  and  the  Law  have  provided  for  the  fame  Qiven 
at  our  Court  at  Saint  James's  the  twenty-fcventh  day  of  May,  1 797, 
in  the  tliirty-feventh  year  of  our  reign. 

By  His  Majefty's  Command, 

PORTLAND. 


THIRD  BUDGET. 

lESbLUTlCHS  OF  CPMMITTEB  OF   SUPPLY,    VOTED  JUHB  30  J   RE- 
PORTED AND  AGREED  TO  BY  THE  HOUSE  JULY  3,  1 797. 

THAT,  towards  rainnf  the  fupply  granted  to  his  Majefty,  everv  pp*- 
Ibn  who  /hall  keep  any  hor(e,  mare,  or  gelding,  or  any  mule  charged  with 
a  duty  of  two  fliiUings,  by  ah  Aft  of  the  thirty-fixth  year  of  his  prefcnt 
Majefty*$  reign^  (hall  yield,  and  pay  annually,  an  additional  duty  of  three 
fliillings  for  each  fuch  horfe,  mare,  gelding,  or  mule,  which  faid  laft* 
mentioned  duty  /hall  be  fubjeft  and  liable  to  an  additional  duty,  after  the 
rate  of  twenty  pounds  per  centum^  on  the  produce  and  amount  ^hereof. 

That,  towards  ralfing  the  fupply  granted  to  his  Majefty,  an  additional 
*  duty  of  five  pounds  per  centum  be  charged  upon  the  produce  and  amount 
of  th^  Several  duties  and  cuftoms  now  due,  and  payaole,  to  hjs  Majefty, 
on  goods,  wares,  and  merchandize  imported  into,  exported  frpm,  or  bn>Mght» 
or  carried  coaftwi(e,  within  this  kingdom,  except  the  duties  of  ten  pounds 
per  centunty  and  .five  pounds  per  centum,  impofed  by  an  a^l  of  the  prcfent 
itinon  of  ParKament,  and  alfo  except  the  duties  on  tea,  fugai*»  wine,  to- 
bacco, and  callicoes. 

That,  towards  railing  the  fupply  granted  to  his  Majefty,  an  additional 
duty  of  cuftoms  of  three- "f^encc  be  charged  upon  every  pound  weight  of 
pepper  which  (hall  be  delivered  out  of  any  warehoufe  to  be  ufed  .and  con-* 
fumed  in  this  kingdom,  which  laid  duty  (hall  be  fubjefl  and  liable  to  the 
additional  duty  ot  five  pounds  per  centum  impofcd  by  an  aft  of  this  prefent 
fefiion  of  Parliamtrnt,  and. alio  to  a  further  duty  of  five  ^\miii%  per  centum 
on  the  produce  and  amount  thereof. 

That,  towards  nifing  the  fupply  granted  to  his  Majefty,  an  additional 
duty  of  five  (hillings  be  chargwl  upon  every  chalder  of  coals,  Newcaftle 
meafure,  exported  from  this  kingdom  to  any  place  except  to  IrjEland,  the 
Ifte  of  Man,  any  Briti(h  colony  or  plantatioa  in  America,  or  to  the  United 
States'of  America,  which  faid  duty  (hall  he  fiibjeft  and  liable  to  the  addiT 
tional  duty  of  five  pounds  1>er  centum  impofed  by  an  aft  of  this  prefenf 
ft(rion  of  Parliament,  and  alfo  to  a  further  duty  ot  five  pounds  per  centum 
on  the  piT)duce  and  amount  thereof.  , 

That,  towards  ralfing  the  fupply  granted  to  his  Majefty,  an  additional 
duty  of  one  (hilling  and  eight  pence  be  charged  upon  every  ton  of  coals 
containing  twenty  hundred  weight,  exported  from  this  kingdom  to  any 
place,  except  to  Ireland,  the  lilc  of  Man,  any  Briti(h  colony  or  plantatiaa 
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it)  Americ^ji  pr  to  the  VaIM  States  •£ '  Araertc^  which  fiitd  duty  (ball  l|» 
futije6l  andlbble.tothfiadf)itMi4^uf^of  ^v^pmuvls  perantum,  unpoM 
by  iuT  a^  at  thi»  poefoit^iHfioii  of  r^liaro^t,  and  MS9  ta.a  fiirtho:  duty 
of  five  povndbr^  <«Ktevl  «a  ihe  produce^atki  amount  tliercoft.  « 
'  Thjttf  i»watiii  niiiiigKh«  fupp^  granted  to  hit  Mi^^e^i  there  be  chai]ged 
an  aniiial4«tti^^  ^  lbilUQgi^-vHi'  an^  upon  e^ery:  c]ock>  «^  time-kctt>er» 
for  thfiLUlM.itf:iVd|avMro^vby. whatever  name  the  iaixie  ihall  b^  callcdU 
«re&fdt  pi^cc^  «i(  MoS» .  in  «(  VfOQ  any  dvqeUiofr  4iimla»  or  any  office  «r 
.bmlding  Ui^ntuiKl^  bf{kilgS0gv.:oi(  ofevp^w  theffwuhi  or  .99y  ^h^  build- 
ings whatfev«o*:;Mihftl«Br  pfiv^  )Qf^pub^c,  bdpnging  ^o  qu^^f^rfgn  #r  per- 
Tons,  or  conqpany  !orperfiioSj,\iMr  body  cor^porate  flo;  pplitjic,  or.^y  pariAi 
or  place,  or  wkkh  fhali  be/kepjty  had«  or  uftdj^  by  aqy.parJCbiior  peribna 
in  QkoZ  Britain* 

That^  to>«r«rd«  raiiing-  the  fuipply  mtted  to  hit  Majiefty^  there  ihall  be 
charged  411  anoual  duty  of  la»  AOTinp^aibr  and*  upoi  every  gold  or  en- 
amelled wauh  or  timc-kQ«pfK«  ,iM  J^  Ukt}  v^a  or  purpo(e»  by  wbatfoever 
name  the  lame  (hall  be  cdlled»  vrhich  dull  be  kept>  Kad>  or  wom»  by  any 
perTon  or  per^t^n  Gceat  Beitaiil.  ,.  /  j 

That,  towards  raUiog  the  fupply  gr^ed  tohU  Mi^efly»  theiv  (hallbe 
charged  an  annual  duty  of  two  ihilungs  wA  fwpencc  for  and  upon  evciy 
(liver  or  metal  watch  or  ttmc-koepcrt  for  the  like  uie  or  Durpoie»  or  other 
watch  or  tim^*k^eper,  for.thp  lilu!  ySk  or  p9rpo£e»  <tf  vrWtever  materials 
the.Hime  (hall  be  made,  sTnd  by  wKatfoever  name  the  (kroe  ihall  be  callad, 
which  ihall  be  kept,  had,  o<  worn,  by  any  perfon  or,  perCons  in  Gi^at' 
Britain,  except  g^ld  or  enaaselled  wauhes  or.  tiiiw>keeper«»  andcxc^ 
watches  kept  for  fale  or  otbcrwife  in  the  courfe  of  trade  in  tb«(hop  of  any 
licenced  maker  of  or  dealer  in  watches.    . 

That,  lowaidt  ratfmg  the  fupply  granted  to  his  Mftjel^y,  there  ihall  be 
charged  an  apuual  duty,  not  exceediog.tfac  funiof  dye  (hi\)ingi>  on  every 
licence  gramed  to  any  maker  of,  or  dealer  in,  clocks,  watcheiy  or  time.^ 
keepers^  in  Great  Britain. 

That,  towards,  raiiing  the  fuppIy  granted  to  his  Majefty*  au  additional 
((amp  tiuty  of  ten  (hillings  be  charged  for  and  upc««very  d«rt  wdiich  (ball 
be  made  in  Great  Britain. 

Thstt,  towards  ralfrng  the  fupply  granted  to  his  Majefty,  Tor  and  upon 
every  dwelling  hou 'e  which  now  1  s,  or  hereifter  (hail  \»,  inhabitcdg  within 
the  kingdom  of  Great  Britain,  having  Icik  than  (even  windowa  or  l^s, 
or  which  is,  or  (hall  be,  fubjca  to  the  duty  upoD  inhabited  k9vks  ipantcd 
by  an  z€t  of  the  nineteenth  year  of  lus  prefent  Majefty*$  reign^  thcie  (h^ll 
be  paid  the  additional  yearly  fum  of  one  (hilling. 

That,  towards  ralfing  the  fnp^y  granted  to -his  Majefty,  for  every 
dwelKng  houfc  inhabiteii,or  lo  be  inhabited,  within  the. kingdoip. of  Great 
Britain,  which  (hall  contain  fevsn  windows  or  li|;hts,  '^lul  AO  moret  there 
^hall  be  paid  the  additional  yearly  Aim  of  two  (billings. 

That,  towatds  raifing  the  fupplv  granted  to  hisMitjeiW,  for  every 
dwelling  houfc  inhabited,  or  to  beinhabited»  within  the  kiio^om  of  G-  eat 
Britain,  which  (hall  contain  eight  windows  or  liffbt«i  and  no  mor^  4iere 
(hall  be  paid  the  additional  yearlv  fom  c£  two  (holia^s  and  fixpcnce. 
•  That,  towards  raifmg  the  iuppjy  granted  to  his  Majeily,  foic  every 
dwelling  hoofe  inhabited,  or  to  be  inhabited,  within  the  kingdom  of  Great 
BritaiBv  which  (hall  contain  nine  windows  or  lights*  and  00  more,  th^'a 
(hall  be  paid  the  additional  veariy  fiim  of  three  Mliags. 

That,  towarda  mifing  the  fupply  granted  to  his  Majefty,  for  every 
dwelling  hou(b  inhabited,  or  to  be  inhabited,  within  the  kingdom  of  Great 
Britain,,  which  (hall  contain  ten  windows  or  lights,,  and  no  niore,  there 
(hall  be*  paid  the  additional  yearly  fum  of  four  ihiUiogs.  . 

That 
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Thift,  toiMMl  )n&&iiig  iht  fupdtf  gftafcdt^  lllr  i^ytfbf,  lor  every 
4dwelling  houre  inhabhedy  or  to  b«  inhabited,  trithm  the  kiiifibmi  of  Great 
Britaiiiy  whl^h  fllill  eontbln  eleven  vrindowa  or  H|rhti>  tad  no  nidre^  theve 
fliall  be  paid  the  ^ditiomll  vearly  Aim  of  fotr  fttUlngt  aad  fixpence. 

That,  t^waid^  raifiAg  the  fopply  ^nted  to  hit  Majeftr,  for  every 
dwelling  houfe  Mhabited»  or  t6  be  inhabited,  wkMn  dte  kitigdom  of  Great 
Brttatn,  whfeh  ihall  contain  twelve  wiodowg  or  Uohtt^  and  no  morcy  there 
(hall  be  paSd  the  l^dditional  vearly  (liin  of  fijre  lfa(nrt)gt  and  tixpeice. 

That,  towaitis  raifinff  the  fiipply  gtmitd  to  hit  Majefty,  for  every 
dwelling  hoafe  Inhabited,  or  to  be  mhabited,  within  the  kingdom  ot  Great 
Britain,  which  fluiH  contain  thirteen  window t  or  lighri,  and  no  more* 
there  fkdi  be  paid  the  additional  yearly  fum  of  fix  fhillinp  and  ibcpence. 

That,  towaida  raiftng  the  fupply  gi^anted  to  his  Majafty,  for  every 
dwelling  hdofe  inhabited,  or  to  be  inhabited,  within  the  kingdom  of  Great 
Britain,  whleh  (hati  c<)ntain  fourteen  windows  or  lights,  and  no  more,  there 
fliall  be  paid  the  addittonat  yearly  fuhi^of  feVen  fliii lings  and  fixpencc. 

That,  towards  raiftng  the  Aipply  granted  to  his  Majefty,  for  every 
dwelling  houfe  Irthabite^oi*  to  be  inhabited,  within  the  kingdom  of  Great 
'  Britain,  which  flifltt  contain  fifteen  windows  or  lights,  and  no  more,  tiitrp 
ihall  be  paid  thf  additional  yearly  Cum  of  nine  fhillings. 

That,  tbVirardi  rai^Vng  the  fupply  granted  to  hit  Majefty,  for  every 
dwelling  houfe  hihsbited,  or  to  be  intiabttcd,  witliin  the  kingdom  of 
Great  Britaitt,  which  /hall  contain  fixtecn  windows  or  lights,  and  no  more, 
there  (hall  be  j>aid  the  additional  yearly  fum  of  ten  shillings. 

That,  toW2Uxis  raifmg  the  fwpply  granted  to  his  Majefty,  for  every 

dwelling  houfe   inhabited,  or  to  be  inhabited,^  within  the  kingdom  of 

Great  Britain,  which  shall  totitain  fcventeen  windows  or  lights,  and  no 

'  more,  theiie  shall  be  paid  the  additional  yearly  ium  of  eleven  shillings  and 

fir^pence.  '    .    .         • 

That,  towards  raiiing  tlie  fupply  granted  to  his  Majefty,  for  every 
dwelling  houfi  inhabited*  or  to  be  inhabited,  within  the  kingdom  of 
Great  BrimtH,  which  shall  contain  eighttren  windows  or  lights,  and  no 
more,  there  shall  be  paid  the  additionalyeaily  ium  of  twelve  shillings  and 
likpenee. 

That,'  towtnrda  ralflng  the  fupply  granted  to  his  Majefty,  for  every 
dwelltn?  houft!  inhabited  r  co*  to  be  inhabited,  witliln  the  kingdom  of 
Great  Britain,  which  shall  contain  nineteen  windows  or  lights,  and  no 
more,  there  shall  be  paid  the  addttionai  yearly  ium,  of  thirteen  shillings 
and  fix  pence. 

Thnt,  towards  raifing  tho  fnpply  granted  to  his  Majefty,  for  every 
dwelling  houlb  inhabited,  or  to  be  inhabited,  within  the  kingdom  of  Great 
Britain,  which  ahaH' contain 'twemy  windows  or  lights,  and  no  more,  there 
shall  be  paid  the  additional  yearly  ium  of  fifteen  shillinn. 

That,  towatds  raifing  the  fupplv  f^anted  to  his  Aiajefty^  for  every 
dwelling  houfc  inhabited,  or  to  be  mhabited,  within  the  kingdom  6f  Grear 
Britain,  which  shall  contain  twemy»one  windows  or  lights,  and  no  mpre* 
there  shall  be  paid  the  additional  yearly  ium  of  iixteeu  shiilings^ 

That,  towards  raiftng  the  fupply  granted  to  his  Majetiy,  for  every 
dwelling  honft  inhabited,  or  to  be  inbabiied,  within  tlie  kinfi;doni  of 
Great  Britain^  which  shall  contain  twenty  two  windows  or  lights,  and 
no  more,  theix  shall  be  paid  the  additional  yearly  Ium  of  ieventeen 
shillings. 

That,  towards  raifing  the  fupply  granted  to  his  Majefty,  /or  every 
dwelling- boufe  inhabited,  or  to  be  inhabited,  within  the  kingdom  of 
Great  Baitain,  which  fliaV  pantain  twenty -three  windows  or  lights,  and 

da  no 
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no  more,  there  ihtll  be  paki  the  additional  yearly-,  fum  of  eighteen  (kUr 
lings  and  fixpcnce. 

That,  towards  rairing  the  fupply  granted  to  his  Maj«fiy«  for  every 
dwell ufg-hoWe  .inhabit^  or  to  be  inhabited,  within  the  kingdom  of 
Great  Britain,  which  (h^  contain  twenty-four  windows  qt  lights,  and 
no  more,  there  ihall  be  paid  the  additional  yearly  fuoiof  one  pound  and 
onefliilHng. 

That,  towards  raidng  the  fupply  ^nted  to  liis  Miu«fty^  for  every 
dwellihg-houTe  inhabited  or  to  oe  inhabited,  within  the  kinedoro  oif 
Gre^t  Sritain,  which  ihall  contain  twenty-five  windows  oi^  lights,  and 
flial!  not  contain  more  than  twenty-nine  windows  or  lights,  there  ihall  be 
^aid  the  additional  yearly  fum  of  one  pound  and  three  ihillings« 

That,  towards  rsufuig  the  fupply  granted  to  h?s  Maj^y,  for  every 

'^  dwelling-houfe  Inhabited,  or   to  he  mhabited,  within  the  kingdom  of 

Great  Britain,  which  ihall  contain  thirty  windowp  or  lights,  and  which 

Ihall  not  contain  more  than  thirty-foiu:  windows  or  lights,  there  ihall  be 

paid  the  additional  yearly  ium  of  one  pound,  iix  ihillb^Sf.and  fixpence. 

That,  fowards  raiiing  the  fupply  jjranted  to  his  Maj<fty,  for  every 

/  dwell ing-houfi:  inhabited,  or  to  be  mhabited,  within  tht  kingdom  of 

Great  Britain,  which  ihall  contain  thirty-five  windows  or  lightSy  and 

ihall  not  contain  more  than  ihiity-uine  windows  or  lights,  there  ihall  be 

paid  the  additional  yearly  fum  of , one  pound,  ten  ihilling»,  and  fixpence. 

That,  towards  raiiing  the  fupply  granted  to  liis  Mitjeily,  for  every 
dwelling-houfe  inhabited,  or  to  oe  inhabited,  within  the  kingdom  of 
Oreat  Britain,  which  ihall  contain  forty  windows  or  Jight^tj  and  ihall  not 
contain  more  tlian  forty-four  windows  or  lights,  there  ihvll  be  paid  the 
additional  yearly  fum  of  one  pound  and  iifteci^ilul lings. 

That^  towards  raifing  the  fupply  granted  lo  bis  Majefty,  for  every 
dwelling-houfe  inhabited,  or  to  be  mhabited,  within  the  kingdom  of 
Great  Britain,  which  ihall  contain  forty-five  winflows  or  light«,  and  ihall 
not  contain  more  th^;i  foity-ninc  windows  or  light;,  there  ihall  be  paid  thf 
additional  yearly  fum  of  two  pounds. 

That,  towards  raiiing  tlie  iupply  granted  to  his  Majcily,  for  every 
dwelling-houfe  inhabited,  or  to  be  inliabitcd,  within  the  kingdom  of 
Great  Britain,  which  ihaU  contain  iifty  window^  or  lights,  and  iliall  not 
contain  more  than  fifty-four  windov^s  or  lights,  there  (hsU  be  paid  th^ 
additional  yearly  fum  of  two  pounds  and  five  ihillings. 

That,  towaids  raifing  the  fupply  granted  to  hfs  Majelly,  for  every 
dwelling-houfe  inhabited,  or  to  be  inhabited,  within  the  kingdom  of 
Great  Britain,  which  iliall  contain  fifty- five  windows  or  lights,  and  fliall 
not  contain  more  th;in  fitVy-nine  windows  or  lights,  there  fhall  be  paid  the 
additional  yearly  fum  of  two  pounds  and  tijn  ihillings.' 

That,  towards  raiiing  the  iupply  granted  to  h'ts  Mfljcfty,  for  every 
dwelling-houfe  inhabited,  or  to  be  inhabited,  witliin  the  kingdom  of 
Great  Britain,  which  (hall  contain  £xty  windows  or  lights,  and  ihall  no^ 
contain  more  than  (ixty- four  windows  or  lights,  there  fhall  be  paid  the  ad- 
ditional yearly  fum  of  two  pounds  and  fifteen  fliillings. 

TTiat,  towards  raifing  the  fupply  granted  to  his  Mnjefty,  for  every 
dwelling  houfe  inhabited,  or  to  be  inhabited,  within  the  kingdom  of 
Great  Britain,  which  ihall  contain  f?xty-five  windows  or  lights,  and  fliall 
not  contain  more  than  iixty-nine  windows  or  lights,  there  ihall  be  paid 
the  additional  yearly  fum  of  three  pounds. 

That,  towards  raifing  the  fupply  granted  to  his  Majeliy,  for.evcrjr 
dwelling-houfe  inhabited,  or  to  be  inhabited,  within  the  kingdom  of 
Great  Britain,  which  ihall  contain  fcventy  windows  or  lights,  and  iliall 

'not 
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not  contain  mort  than  (eventv.fotir  windowrt  or  figiit8»' there  lliall  be  pai4  ' 
the  additional  yearly  fum  of  three  poupds  and  five  ihilllui?s. 

That,  toWardt^  nifing  the  f^ipply  granted  to  hrs  M^'efty,  for  every 
'dwefKng-houfe  ihhabitca,  or  to  be  inhabited^  within  the  kingdom  of 
Great  Britain,  which  fhall  contain  feventy-five  windows  or'  light*,  an4 
ihall  not  contain  Mtore  than  feventy-nine  windows  t>r  lights^  there  (kail  be 
paid  the  additional  yearly  fum  of  three  pounds  and  ten  ihillinjgs. 

That,  tbwaixis  mifing  the  fupply  panted  to  his  Majeity,  for  every 
dwelling- hottfe  inhabited,  or  to  be  inliabited,  within  the  kingdom  of 
Great  Britain;  which  fhall  contain  eighty  windows  or  lights,  and  ihall  not 
contain  more  than  eighty* four  windows  or  lights,  there  Ihall  be  paid  the 
additional  yearly  fum  of  three poimds  and  fifteen  fhillin^s. 

That,  towaras  raifing  the  fiippl/  granted  to  his  Majefty,  for  every 
dwell ing-houfe  inhabit^,  or  to  oe  inhabited|  withiii  the  kingdom  of 
Great  Britain,  which  (hall  contain  eighty-five  windows  or  lights,  and 
iliall  not  contain  more  than  eighty-nine  windows  or  lights,  there  iliall  be 
paid  the  additional  yearly'  fum  of  foi^r  pounds. 

That,  towards  raifiiTg;  the  fupply  granted  to  his  Majcfty,  ^or  every 
dwelllng-houfe  inhJibited,  or  to  be  inhabited,  within  the  kingdom  of 
Great  Britain,^  which  fhall  contain  ninety  windows  or  lights,  and  ihall 
not  contain  nujtt  than  ninety ^four  windows  or  lights,  there  ihall  be  paid 
the  additional  yearly  fum  of  four  potmds  and  five  fhilllngs. 

That,  towands  raifing  fh^c  fupply  granted  to  his  Majcfty,  for  every 
dwelllng-houfe  intmbited,  of  to  be  inhabited,  within  the  kingdom  of 
Great  fritain,  which  fhall  contain  ninctv- five  windows  or  lights,  and  ihall 
not  .conuin  more  than  ninety -nine  windows  or  lights,  there  ihall  be  paid 
the  additional  yearly  fum  of  four  pounds  and  ten  millings. 

That,  to^'ards  raifing  the  foppiy  granted  to  his  Majcfly,  for  every 
dwclling^houfc  inhabited,  or  to  l)e  inhabited,  within  the  kingdom  of 
Great  Britain,  which  Ihall  contain  one  hundred  windows  or  lights,  and 
ihall  not  contahi  more  than  one  hundi^  and  nine  windows  or  lights,  there 
ihall  be  paid  the  additional  y«arly  funi  of  five  pounds. 

That,  toirards  raiflne  the  fupply  grantctl  to  his  Majefty,  for  every 
dwelling^houfe  inhabited,  or  to  be  inhabited,  within  the  kingdom  of 
Great  Britain,  which  ihali  contain  one  hundred  and  ten  windows  or  lights, 
and  ihall  not  contain  more  than  one  hundred  and  nineteen  windows  or 
lights,  there  ihall  be  p^id  the  additional  yearly  fum  of  five  pounds  and 
ten  ihUUngs^  ^ 

That,  towards   raifing  the  fupply  granted  to  his  Majcfly,  for  every 
dwcUin^-houfe  inhabited,  or  to  be  inhabited,  within   the  kingdom  of  ^ 
Great  Britain,  which  fhall  contain  one  hundred  and  twenty  windows  or 
lights,  and  fhall  not  cdntain  more  than  one  hundred  and  twenty- nine  win- 
dows or  lights^  there  iliall  be  paid  the  addiribnal  yearly  fum  of  fix  pounds. 

That,  towards  raifing  the  fupoly  granted  to  his  Ma  jelly,  for  every 
dwelling. houfe  inhabited,  or  to  be  inhabited,  within  the  kingdom  of  Great 
Britain,  which  (halt  contain  one  hundred  and  thirty  windows  or  lights, 
and  fhall  not  contain  more  than  one  hundred  and  thirty  nme  Endows  or 
lights,  there  ihall  be  paid  the  additional  yearly  fum  of  fix  pounds  and  ten 
ihilling;. 

Tliatj  towards  raifing  the  fiipply  granted  to  his  Majefly,  for  every 
dwelling-houle  inhabited,  or  to  be  inhabited,  within  the  kingdom  of 
Great  Britain,  which  fhall  contain  one  hundred  and  forty  windows  or 
jights,  and  ihall  not  contain  more  than  one  hundred  s^nd  foity-nine  win- 
dows or  lights^  there  ihall  be  paid  the  additional  yearly  funi  of  feven 
pounds.       .  '         •    . 

That, 


(    so    )  '      . 

That,  towardt  rtifiag  the  fupply  gmited  to  hit  Ma{elhr,  ibr  ^erf 
dwellins-houfe  inhabitcd>  or  to  be  inhabited,  within  the  kiMgdom  of 
Gitat  Bricain»  which  fliall  contain  one  hundned,and  fifty  win^wsor  lights, 
aad  fliall  not  contain  more  than  one  hundred  and  fitty-ninc  windows  or 
lightly  there  fliall  be  paid  the  additional  yearly  Cnm  of  feten  pounds  and 
ten  fliillings. 

Thaty  towards  raifing  the  fupply  granted  to  his  Majefty,  for  tittry 
dwelline-houfe  inhabited,  or  to  be  inhabited*  within  the  kingdom  of 
Gneat  Britain,  which  fliall  contain  ope  hundred  and  fixty  windows  or  lights, 
and  shall  not  contain  more  than  one  hundred  and  fixty-nine  windows  or 
fights,  there  shall  be  paid  the  additional  yearly  fum  of  eight  pounds  and 
five  shillings.  ' 

That,  towards  raifing  the  fupply  granted  to  his  Majefty,  for  every 
dwiellinff-houfe  inhabited,  or  to  be  inhabited,  within  the  kingdom  of 
Great  Britain,  which  shall  contain  one  hundred  and  fevenry  windows  or 
lights,  and  shall  not  contain  more  than  one  hundred  and  feventy-nine  win- 
dowsor  lights,  there  shall  be  paid  the  additional  yearly  fum  of  nine  pounda* 

That,  towards  raifing  the  fupply  granted  to  his  Majefty,- for  every 
dwelling  houfe  inhabiteo,  or  to  be  imiabited,  within  the  kingdom  of 
Great  Britain,  which  shall  contain  one  hundred  and  eighty  windows  or 
lights,  and  upwards,  there  shall  be  paid  the  additional  yearly  fum  of  tea 
pounds. 

That,  towaxds  raifing  the  fuppiv  granted  to  his^Majefty,  the  faid  duties 
on  honfes,  windows,  or  lights,  sttaH  be  fubje£^  and  liable  to  an  additional 
duty  of  twenty  pounds  per  centum  on  tht  produce  and  amount  thereof. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in  upon  the  fiud  reiblutions. 
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A. 

jdBEHCORNf  Marjuis  c/,  on  Attempt  to  invade  Irelandi  H.  374.  ' 

jibifigdbn.  Ear/  ofy  on  Addrefs  on  King*s  Speech,  i.  if),  30.     On  Addrefs  in 
anfwer  to  Royal  Mcffage,  on  abrupt  conclu&on  of  Negotiation  for  Peace,  i.  593, 

jibtwtt^  Mr,  Second  Motion  fur  leave  to  bring  in  Quakers'  Bill,  i.  6S.  On  Pro- 
mulgation of  Statutes,  1.  189,  524.  ii.  291,  410.  Brings  up  Report  from  Finance 
Committee,  iii.  631,  633. 

Adair,  Mr.  Sdjeant,  Norice  for  Motion  for  leave  to  bring  in  Bill  to  relieve  Qua- 
kers, i.  62.  Moves  for  leave  to  bring  in  Bill,  i.  68.  On  Bill,  i.  107,  470.  ii.  6» 
28,  244.  On  Supplementary  Corps  to  guard  againO:  Invafiun,  i.  Z04.  On  Order, 
i.  639.  On  Motion  for  Public  Retrenchment,  ii.  344.  On  Motion  for  repeal  of 
Treafon  and  Seditious  Meeting  Bills,  lii.  228.  On  Bill  to  puniOi  Attemprs  to  ex- 
cite  Sedition  and  Mutiny  in  his  Majefly*s  Service,  iii.  441 .  On  Bill  to  prevent  In- 
tercourfe  with  Mutinous  Ships,  iii.  455.  Brings  up  Report  on  Mr,  Macklin*a 
Petition,  iii.  510.  Brings  up  Bill,  iii.  516.  On  Infolvent  Debtors  Bill,  iii.  548. 
Brings  up  a  Petition  from  a  perfon  named  William  Wilkinfon,  praying  to  be  in- 
cluded in  Infolvent  Debtors  Bill,  iii.  568. 

•  jidam,  Mr.  (Counfel)  his  Argument  before  the  Lords,  in  Lord  Lauderd^e'v 
Cafe,  ii.  13. 

jiildington,  Mr.  on  being  chofen  Speaker,  i.  5. 

Addington,  Mr.  J.  H.  on  chufing  a  Committee  to  enquire  into  State  of  the  Na- 
tion, ii.  296.     On  Motion  for  Peace,  ii.  674. 

Advocate,  Lmd  (of  Scotland)  on  Army  and  Navy  Augmentation,  i.  226. 

AtbcmarU,  Earl  of^  on  Attempt  to  invade  Ireland,  ii.  358. 

A/tardi'ce,  Mr.  on  Bank  Indemnity  Bill,  ii.  638. 

Andafo't,  Mr.  jg/d€rma»f  on  Cavalry  Bill,  i.  185.  Seconds  Motion  for  Papers 
relative  to  Port  of  liondon,  i.  239,    On  Wet  Docks,  i.  327,  ii.  i,  4.    On  money 

advanced 
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kdrancei^to  Emperor,  i.  S98.  Moves  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  explain  zni 
iroend  the  AA  refpc&lng  Price  of  Bread,  ii.  554.  On  Modon  for  dlfokiffid  of  Mi- 
nifiers,  iii.  205.     Prefcnts  Petition  {fom  Debtors  in  King's  Batch,  iii.  516. 

^ndretuiy  Mtlo  Peur,  Mr.  on  Motion  fbr  difmiflalof  Mhiiflcci^  iii.  xiu 

Anfwcr  to  Addrcfs  on  King's  Speech,  i.  59. 

AHj^ixr  of  the  Dtre£lorj  to  Lord  Malipelbuiy's  Memorial,  Appendix  i.  5.  An* 
fwer  to  Lord  Mairotfi>ur>'s  Note  byFren(;h  Mintfter,-  Appcadii  k  13, 14.  to  Spa- 
,  niih  declaration  of  War,  Appendix,  i.  31. 

^nfirutbw^  Mr,  On  Breath  of  Privilege,  i.  251,  255,  293.  Ob  point  of  order, 
iii.  422.  On  Ship  Owners  Bill,  iii.  535.  Moves  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  re- 
gulate the  Trade  between  Foreign  Councriea,  in  amity  with  Great  Britain,  add  our 
polfeflions  in  the  £aft  Indies,  iii.  536.     OrtShip  Owners  Bill,  in.  550. 

jirn^  EfiimuteSf  i.  1 09. 

^iW,  Duke  of  (Loit!  Grange),  on  augmentitton  of  Seamens  Pay  Bill,  iii.  55. 
On  Report  of  Secret  Committee,  iii.  133.  On  Motbn  for  difmiflfal  of  MinifUrs, 
iii.  350. 

jitforney  General  (Sir  John  Scott),  on  Oorder  of  Council  relative  to  the  Bank, 
n.  125,  J  60.  On  Repoi-t  of  Committ^  «f  Enquiry  relative  to  the  ftattbf  the 
Bank,  il  190.  On  the  Bank,  ii.  451,  455.'  On  Bill  to  prevent  intercourfe  with 
the  Mutinoiis  Ships,  iii.  455.  On  illegal  Oaths,  iii.  544,  545.  On  Infolvent 
Debtors  Bill,  iii.  548.     On  Ship  Owners  Bill,  iii.  550. 

jitcilanJ,  Lord,  on  Moiioo  for  Addrcfs  in  anfwer  to  his  Majef^y's  MeiTage,  no- 
tifying the  abrupt  conclafion  of  the  Ncgoriation  for  Peace,  i.  578,  586.  On  Order 
<yf  Council,  ir.  73.  On  attempt  Co  invade'  Irehnd,  ii.  386.  On  ilanding  Order, 
No.  xa6.  ii.  655.  On  Report  of  Secret  Committee,  ill.  261.  On  Motion  for.dif- 
miOal  of  Minifters,  iii.  360.  On  Divorce  Bill  of  Lady  VafTal,  iii.  4^4.  On  Bill 
CO  allow  Roman  Catholics  to  ad  as  Officers  in  Supplementary  Miliua,  iii'  364* 
On  Surgeons  BUI,  iii.  620. 

B. 

".  B^f^  ^ Englwdt  Report  of  Commitice  of  Enquiry,  ii.  189. 

Mantes f  Alt.  on  Order  of  Council,  ii.  1^0. 

BaieKt  Mr,  pyin,  on  Seamen,  iii.  71,  7a,  73-  On  Parifli  Lefturers,  ill.  138. 
On  his  Majcily'«  MeflTuge,  iii.  434.  On  Bill  to  prevent  and  puniih  attempts  to  ex* 
cite  Mutiny  an^  Sedition  in  his  Majefty^s  Service,  iii.  445.  On  Bill'  tu  prevent 
Intercourfe  with  the  mutinous  Ships,  iii.  454,  457,  460.  On  India  Judicature 
BUI,  iij.  630. 

Bangor,  Bijhop  of,  on  Surgeons'  Bill,  iii.  462,  463. 

Barirgf  iut  Fraticis,  on  capture  of  Cape  of  C;ood  Hope,  i,  50a  On  India  Bud« 
get,  522.     Oil  tVke  Bank,  ii.  444,451,  557,  560.     On  new  Bank,  lii.  392. 

Bar  ham,  Mr.  on  chunng  Committee  to  enquire  into  (late  of  the  Nation,  ii.  297. 
On  Slave  Trade,  ii.  645.  iii.  144.     On  Parliamentary  Reform,  iii.  298* 

Baflard,  Mr.  on  m  ney  fcnt  to  the  Empiror,  i.  315.  On  older  of  Council  rela- 
tive to  the  Bank,  ii.  x  19.  On  Motion  for  public  Tctrenchmtnts,  ii.  343.  On  the 
Bank,  ii.  446,  637.  On  Butchers  Meat  Bill,  iii.  197.  On  Eighteen  Millions 
Loan  Bill,  iii.  405.  On  Loyalty  LOan  allowance  Bill,  iii.  4si,4&2«  On  Fore* 
ftailing  Cattle,  iii.  472,  506. 

Batbuffif  Earl^  moves  Addrcfs  on  King's  Speech,  i.  11. 

Bedford,  Dukt  of,  on  MeiTage  for  advances  to  the  Emperor,  i.  493.--  On  MelHge 
notifying  abrupt  conclufion  of  Negotiation  for  Peace,  1.  549.  On  Motion  for  Ad- 
drefs  upon  that  fubje£l,  in  anfwer  to  the  King's  MeiTage,  i.'  586,  590,  596.  On  or- 
<!er  of  CouncU  vrelative  to  Bank,  ii.  71,  75;  On  appointmcntof  Secret  Committee, 
ir- 177.  On  Motion  of  Thanks  to  Admiral  Sir  John  Jervis,  ii.  221,237.  On 
Report  of  Committee  of  Enquiry  into  (^ate  of  the  Bank,  ii.  129,  235,  238,  239. 
On  attempt  to  invade  Ireland,  ii.  384.  On  ifate  or  Ireland,  ii.  426,  429.  On 
Motion  fur  Peace,  ii.  477,  479,  481.  On  Motion  for  Addrefs  to.difmifs  Firft  Lord 
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Borrhgdon,  LorJ^  on  Motion  of  Thanks  to  Admiral  Sir  John  Jci\is,  il.  147. 
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Officers  in  Supplementary  Militia   iii.  561. 
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Cat!  6/  tbi  Hytife^  i.  223. 

CoMpSef/t  LoraFruLoa  chufing  a  Speaker,  i.  2.     On  date  of  Ireland,  i!.  51^. 

Camin^t  Mr,  on  hii  Majefty*s  declaration  refpe^lng  breakirg  off  Negntiatioa 
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Afpesf  relative  to  Eledion  of  Scots  Peers,  Lauderdale  verfin  Eiroll,  tiLi^,  Otk 
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i.  127,  130,  igS,  148,  149,  157,  165,  168,  178,  179.  On  Cavalry  Bill,  i  184, 
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On  Imperial  Loan,  i.  340.  On  Navy  Bills,  i.  342.  On  Military  Interference,  L 
346.  On  M.  La  Fayettc*s  Cafe,  i.  436.  Brings  MefTage  from  hir>  Majefty  to  de- 
fire  Commons  to  allow  him  to  continue  temporary  advances  to  the  Emperor,  1. 469. 
On  MeiTage,  i.  471  >  45 19  4521  485,  488.  To  order,  on  Capture  of  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  i.  500.  On  Inland  Navigation,  i.  541.  On  Negotiation  for  Peace,!.  545, 
547.  On  his  Majefty*s  Mcifage,  and  order  of  Council  relative  vo  the  difficulties  of 
fhe  Bank,  ii.  39,  49,  52,  82,  112,  1 15,  12$.  On  ftate  of  the  Country,  ii.  45* 
On  Remittance  to  the  Emperor,  ii.  56,  586,  595,  596.  On  Noics  for  fmall  Sums, 
'*•  I33>  137»  »75i  1^0-  On  ^^^^  of  Council  relative  to  Bank,  ii.  142,  154,408, 
588,  589.  On  Motion  of  Thanks  to  Adipiral  Sir  John  Jervis,  ii.  184.  On  Sale 
of  Crown  Lands,  ii.  188.  On  attempt  to  invade  Ireland,  ii.  217.  On  the  Two 
Reports  of  Committees  relative  to  order  of  Council,  ii.  247.  On  the  Bank,  ii. 
*5i>  306,  315,  398,  401,  439i4';3»  458*  460.  5*4*  555»  55^>  SS'^*  S^o,  561,  S^U 
563,  638,  639j  658,  661.  On  Committee  of  Secrecy,  ii.  257.  On  State  of  the 
Kation,  ii.  291,  297.  On  Motion  for  Public  l^ctrenchmenls,  ii.  322,  336.  Oa 
ilateof  Ireland,  ii.  504.  On  advances  to  EmpercK,  ii.  612.  On  Slave  Trade,  if. 
651.  iii.  142.  On  Corn  Exportation,  ii.  657.  On  Motion  for  Peace,  ii.  6691688. 
On  Mutiny  at  Portfmou'.h,  ii.  70(;.  Brings  down  Mefiage  on  Remittances  forfer* 
Yice  of  Ireland,  if.  t,  5,  6,  13,  18.  On  DifttUcrics  in  Scotland,  iii.  5,  484*  485, 
491.  On  Mcfliige  relative  to  Royal  Marriage,  iii.  31.  On  Imperial  Loan,  iii.  32* 
Moves  Portion  of  Princcfs  Royal,  iii.  36.  On  Neutral  Cargoes,  iii.  37.  On  Sea- 
9xn  and  Marines  additional  Allowance,  iii.  40,  45,  47.  On  Seamen,  iii.  62,  70, 
'J\.  On  Mutiny  on  board  the  Fleet,  iii.  78,81,  94.^  On  Mr.  Pal mer^s  Petition, 
iii.  146.  On  Finance,  iii.  1C2.  Moves  Addtcfs  on  Royal  Marriage,  iit.  198. 
On  Increjfe  of  Pay  to  the  Army,  iii.  249.  On  the  Seamen,  iii.  258.  On  Pailia- 
mentary  Reform,  iii.  274.  On  New  Bank,  iii.  395.  On  Eighteen  Millions  Loon 
BUI,  111.401,408,409.  On  Manny  at  the  Nore,  iii.  413.  On  Loyalty  Loan 
allowance  Bill,  iii.  415.  On  his  Majeft/s  Mcffage,  iii.  436,  43f5,  437.  On 
Bill  to  prevent  and  punilh  attempts  to  excite  Mutiny  and  Sedition  in  his  Majefty** 
Service,  iii.  444,  447.  Bill  to  prevent  Communication  with  Mutinous  Ships,  iii. 
J50,  45 1»  45*»  457-  On  Ncwipapcr  Tax,  iii.  477,  471.  On  Bank  of  England, 
iii.  480,  482.  On  Bill  making  Negroes  real  Affets,  iii.  484.  On  Bank  Payments, 
iii.  486,489,490,  49 J.  On  Supply,  tii.  499.  On  Veterinary  College,  iii.  504. 
Gives  up  Turnpike  Toll  Tax,  iii.  506.  On  Foreftalling  Bill,  iii.  513.  On  Doy 
T?a,  iii.  5 17.  Moves  new  Taxes  on  Horfcs,  Pepper,  Coals,  Watches  and  Clocks,- 
iii.  S»7i  5*3f  54*'  On  Inland  Navigation  Tax,  iii.  526,  529.  Grfet  ir  tip,  iii. 
549.  Bnngs  down  Meffagc  for  pecuniary  afftftance,  iii.  538.  On  Vote  of  Credit,, 
in.  54?.  On  illegal  Oaths,  iii.  545.  On  allowance  to  Volunteer  Cavalry,  iii.  546, 
547.  On  Ship  Owners  Rill,.iiL  550,  574.  On  Mr.  Hsfrfel's  Lettfcr  of  Refigna- 
lion,  iii.  567.    On  Clock  and  Waich  Duty  Bill,  iii.  5^9,  570^  57a,  573.    Oft 
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fubjed  of  Mercantile  Indemnity,  ii.  18.  On  the  Bank,  ii.  451.  On  PariikLcc^ 
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fii.  197,  497,  51  5.  On  B.ll  for  equal  Couitty  lOle  for  Middicfes,  ii.  708.  iii.  31. 
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398.  On  Aurtrian  Loan,  i.  495.  On  King's  Mcflugc,  notifying  abrupt  conclu* 
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i.  11,13. 


OJfoiyi  Vpptr^  Eiirl  e/,  fe«ond>  Addrefs  on  King's  Speech,  i.  13. 
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Por'fr.  Colomly  on  Soiitlnvnrk  Elcftioti,  15.  t6.  On  the  Bmk  Committee  of 
Secrecy,  ii.  273.  On  Committei:  to  enquire  intoftare  of  the  Nation,  ii.  294.  On 
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Inland  Navigation  T^x,  iii.  528,  530.  On  American  Treaty,  iii.  575.  On  Bill 
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'  ary  Reform,  ill.  298.     On  Eighteen  Million  Loan  Bill,  iii.  404.,  406/  411.    On 

,,  hii  Ma3efty*s  MeflTage  relative  to  Mutiny  among  the  Seamen,  iii.  431.     On  Naval 

';!  and  Military  SedoAion  Bill,  Iii.  447.     On  Ncwfpaper  Tax,  iii.  478.     On   Bank 

*!  of  England,  iii.  481,  489.    On  Catholic  Cavaliy,  iii.  498,  507.     On  31<ive  car- 

']l  rying  Bill,  iii.  508.     On  Ship  Owners'  ^ilt,  iii.  577. 

^"  Solicitor  General  (Sir  John  Mitfofd),  On  Notes  for  fmall  Sums,  li.    132,  137. 

On  Quakers' Bill,  ii.  245.     On  Committee  of  Secrecy,  ii.  275.     On  thz  Banlc, 

'  ii.  446,  638.    On  Waftc  Lands,  iii.  37^    Oa  Bill  to  prevent  Iniercourfe  wiik 

Mutinous  Ships,  ill.  456. 
^^  Sntthwari  EleSfion,  Proceedings  on,  i.  556. 

^'  Spanjfi  ManifcJfOf  Appendix,  i.  6. 

^^.        .    ^^(tr^  Ear  If  on  motion  for  Addrefs,  in  anrvor  to  royal  Md&^«|  aotifjing  ab- 

.  0       .  C  a  rup{ 


nipK  CondiiiiiMi  of  Ncgotifltioa  for  Peace  With  FrMce,  I.  5SS»  5f  5-  |7oti«»«f  iii- 
tention  to  nwve  Tb«aki  U»  Sir  John  Jervis,  ii.  176.  Moves  Thankf^ii.  aM>  125, 
«S.  Oa  Atteoip«  tg  mva<Ulrdaod,  ii.  ft»9j  364,  377.  On  Stite of  Inland, 
Si.  414.  On  iQQt'ion  for  Peace,  ii.  475.  Oa  motiijo  for  AiUrcfi  la  ^fiaif(  Tlr^ 
Ifurd  of  the  Treifuryy  ii.  549.  Oa  Mutiny  of  Seamea^  iii  17.  ^  On  Dliniflal  of 
Mintfters,  ii.i.  380. 

Sptaktr^  phoicc  of,  i.  2«  ; 

Spt^ker,  TU^  m  Houfeof  Lonila,  on  being  approved  by  bicMaJeilyy  iy.  Oa 
Peticions  in  C#fe>  of  Elcftion,  \*,yjt  X20t  235.  On  order,  i.  174^  63S.  ii.  145, 
350.  On  Brcac1>  of  Privilege,  i.  15X.  On  Flint  Lle^ion,  Petition,  ii.  740,  On 
Loyalty  Loan  Allowar.ce  Bill,  iii.  4x4*  4X9,  421.  Stares  Mr.  H»tfers  havinj 
fent  him  a  letter  of  imi -nation  of  a  dcfi re  to  retire,  iii.  567.  On  that  fubjed, 
iii,  572. 

4^r^  from  the  Throne  on  opening  Seflion^  i.  9.    On  doilng  Scillon*  iii.  631. 
'A^'t/ty,  Loril^  onCxtitlryBxW,  K  %JZ. 

Steele,  Mr.  TbomaSf  onfecond  Budget,  ii.'737. 

Strwarff  Mr.  Amdmv^  on  Cavalry  BiU>  I  1x4.         . 

Stv^tt  Mr,  Moves  for  Papers,  i.  119.  On  Cavalry  Bill,  i.  213.  On  Attera^kt 
to  invade  Irebod,  ii.  217.  On  motion  for  DirmifTjd  of  Miiiif^ers,  iii^  2x5.  Oa 
Bill  to picvenclntercourfe  between  the  Mupnous  Shipi,  iii.  458,  460. 

SMffoikt  £mri  9L  Movei  for  DifmitBod  of  Firft  Lord  of  theTreafury,  ii.  537, 
542.  On  Loan  Bill,  iii.  49,  50,  53.  On  Augmentation  of  Seavita**  Fay  Bill, 
fij.  55.     On  Difmiflal  of  Minifters,  ill.  364. 

&tpp!afientary  Mi(iti0y  Bills  brought  in,  i.  121. 

Surgeofii*  fii/U  Council  heard  againft  if,  iii.  486,  579.      Debate  on  it,  iii.  464. 

Sydney y  Lor fl  Vi [count ,  on  MeiTage  from  his  Majefty  relative  tft  abrupt Termina. 
tion  of  the  Negbti^ttloh  for  Pf^ce  vitb  France,  i.  564.  Oo  motion  of  Thanks  to 
5ir  John  Jervls,  ii.  }27.  Brings  up  Lift  of.  Committee  to  .enqwire  into  cjofes  of 
order  of  Council,  it.  246.  On  Augmentation  of  f>e:(ft^en'^  Fay  Bill,  iii.  37*  6c. 
On  late  Attendance, ,  ni.  152.  On  Bill  Co  allow  Roman  CathoUcs  e^  ad  as  Oifllccn 
\n  the  Supplementary  Militia,  iii,  560*  ' '  . 

^       '   ^^  .     -        ' 

VsrfitQH,  Ctmnml,  on  Choicc  of  aSf^fker,  1«  5.  Oat  Numbrrof  Seansen  vo- 
tedi.  6v  00  Supplementary  Corps  to  guard  againft  lm*alion«  i»  x 00,,  106.  (J« 
Army  Eftimates,  i.  ixo,  1x3,  144.  On  Cavalry  BUI,  i>.i93.  Moves 'for  Ac- 
icdunts,  i.  236.  Oo  Supplementary  Militia,  i.  353^ »  On  th&  Refalt  of  the  Cino- 
paign,  i.  496.  On  Treasonable  and  Seditious  Bills,  1.  545.'  On  bis  Majefty*s  dc< 
claration  relative  to  breaking  off  of  Negotiation  with  France,  !«  559i  561.  On 
Defence  of  the  Nation,  ii.  577-  Oo  Army  Extraordiosriesi  iK<636.  On  Remit* 
tancesto  Ireland,  iii.  «%.  On  Slave  Trade,  iii.  144.  On^Increaft  of  Pay  to  th^ 
Artny,  iii.  248.  On  additional  Allowance  to  Oirrifon  Forces,  ij).  504.  Qn  Al- 
lowances to  Volunif er  Cavalry,  iii  547, 

'Tuxes f  i.  i6o.  iii.  517. 

Tayhr,  Mr.  M.  A.  on  Army  Eftimates,  i.  246.  On  Supplementary  Militia, 
x.  351.  On  Southwark  £lt€tion,  426.  On  .DifmiiTal  of  Mmifters,  iii<  aic 
On  Bill  to  pcevent  Intercourfe  with  the  Mucinoiss  SbipSf  iii.  454.  On  ForciKUin] 
Jlill,  iii.  497. 

Tbellujfon^  Mr.  on  Breach  of  Privilege,  I.  293.  On  Southwark  £U6lion 
I.  33«- 

TUrnton,  Mr*xSamitfJ,  on  money  advanced  to  the  Epperor,  i.  396,  475-  Oi 
order  o£  Council  relative  to  the  Bank,  li.  124.  Ou  the  Bank,  ii.  445,  564,  66a 
iii.  482. 

TbirnfoMt  Mr,  Hemy,  on  Southwark  Elefllon,  ii.  9.  On  Advances  to  tfa 
^mpci'or,  ii.  591.     On  Finance,  iii.  175.     On  New  Bank,  iii.  393. 

Tiur/ovff  Lord,  on  Surgeons*  BiH,  ii'i.  464,  ij.65,  466,  4S8,  61  f. 

I'itchfieldi  Mar^ufs  of^  on  Equal  County  Rate  Bill  for  Maddlefex^  if.  70^ 
iij*  30. 

Jitrruyj  JMi.  On  Southwark  Eledion,  ii.  if.    On  Notes  for  6naU  Sums,  i 
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f^.  On  tkc  Baa1c»  it.  %So,  ^ot,  597-  On  Fiiblic  lleti«iu!hfMiit«,  It.  351. 
On  A^vaneet  to  the  Emperor,  ii.  ^91,  594.  Prcfent»  PetitioM  from  Ship«buiid* 
«N,  itt.  ^gaiaft  a  Bill  for  allowing  the  buitding  of  Shipi  in  India,  lit.  )S.  On 
Eii^teen  MIWonLoan  Bill,  iii.  406.  On  Naral  and  Military  Sedoaioa  Bill,  iit. 
449.     On  FoteftaHing  Cattle,  iii.  a7<,  49!^,  511. 

To^vn/enJ^  Martjnit^  On  ftate  of  Ireland,  ii.  4x4.     On  motion  for  Addftfs  to 
^ifmift  Fi/ft  Lord  of  the  Trcafury,  ii.  543.    Oa  Breach  of  Privilege,  li.  582. 
•  TrMfj  bet>»-«eii  h's  Majefty  and  Landgrave  of  llefle  DirmlhMlc,  Appendix,  ii.  3, 

Turner^  Sr  Cr^gyry  Pagf^  On  Supplemental  Cofpi  to  guird  againd  invafion^ 
i.  104.     On  Parlup^ntary  Rcformi  iii.  300. 

V, 

Vanjtttmt^  Mt\  on  Cantcrhui7  Eledlaao,  ii.  4^.  On  Notet  for  fmall  Sunm,  ii- 
133.  On  Butdiert*  Meat  Bill,  iii.  197,  514.  Oa  Eighteen  MilUoo  Lb40  BUI9 
iii.  409. 

VilUrM^  C4!*nef,  on  Military  InterftrcncCy  i.  346. 

W. 

lfW/«/^,  Gmeraif  00  order  of  Council  relative  to  the  Bank*  i>.  14 1«  On  Army 
^xtraordinarieSf  ii.  657.    On  Maroon  Ncgroei,  ii.  640. 

kFarvjick^  Eari  of^  on  motion  for  Peace,  ii«  481.  On  motion  to  difmift  Firft 
J^rd  of  the  Treafury,  il,  543. 

IVeftmrdmndf  Earl  o/;  on  DifmiflTal  of  Miniftera,  iii.  367.    ; 

/f^o,  Mr,  On  motion  for  Peace,  ii.  701 . 

iVbitivtad,  Mw»  on  $oathwark  Eledion,  1.2381  33a,  561.     On  Meflagene* 
tifying  abrupt  Conclofion  of  Nrgottadon  ht  Peace,  i.  $54.    On  Subfidiary  Treaty 
-with  Piinee  of  Hefle  DarmftAdt,  i.  596.    On  Poor  Bill,  ii.  5,  6a,  5S8.    Enquiry 
£r  anto  Coodoft  of  Adnuniftration,  ii.  63*    On  Rill  refpsAing  Notes  tor  fm4ll  Sumi. 

i\.  175.  On  Attempt  to  invade  Ireland,  ii.  191.  On  the  Bank,  if.  449, 
525,  sa<- 

JVilberforcf^  Mr.  on  Army  Ellimates,  1.  116.  On  Pr^ulg^itioo  of  Statutes, 
t.  189.  On  Cavalry  Bill,  i.  208,  541.  On  money  lent  to  the  Emperor,  i.  jtl, 
411.  On  M.  d«  la  Fayetft^s  Imprifonment,  i.  452,  453.  On  Quakers'  Bill, 
ii.  36.  On  Notes  for  fmall  Sums,  ii.  13a.  On  «rd«r  of  Council,  151.  On 
Slave  Trade,  ii- 404,  ^5.  iii.  139.  Oa  the  Bank,  {1,465.  On  Rcnittances  to 
C  Ireland,  iii.  ii,  ftt.    On  Pariih  LcAorera,  iii.  138.     On  India  Corop»ny*s  Oatk 

Bill,  lit.  13 0.     On  St.  Domingo,  Iii.  187.     On  Roman  Carhotict,  iii.  %i€^  498. 
On  Foreftalling  Cattle,  iii.  473.    On  Scotck  Diftilleries,  iii.  490, 
>  ^gffyt  M^'  on  Oame  Laws,  iii.  4S0.     On  Bill  to  allow  the  Holder  of  a  Pro- 

miffbry  Note  Co  re*ftamp  it,  iii.  496.  On  Inland  Navigation  Tax,  111.529.  Oa 
■^ill  to  convene  Parliament  at  fliort  Notice,  iii.  606,  610. 

IFood,  Cw'otief,  on  Defence  of  the  C^mntry,  ii.  48,  568,  578. 

}$^yetmhtf  L§rd^  on  order  of  Council  relative  to  Bank,  ii.  1O9.  On  Aate  «f 
freland,  il.  $14.  / 

Hytttre,  Sir  fFatktm  fTi/Uam,  on  Sou^wSrk  ElcAion,  i.  334.  On  Com,  11. 
567,  583,  §56.  Ob  Seamen^  iii.  tip  66,  70.  On  Mutiny  on  board  the  Fleet 
iii.' 74,  81,  95. 

^  Y. 

/'  Torhf  Mr,  interrupts  Mr.  Fox,  i.  174.     On  money  fertt  to  the  Emperor,  L 

''^  315.     Calls  Mr.  Fox  to  order,  1.  637,  639.     On  order  of  Council  relative  to  tho 

Bank,  ii.  j  1  x.     On  chufing  Comnuttee  to  enquire  into  ftate  of  the  Nation,  ii.  398. 
•'  On  Corn,  ii.  567,     On  Mutiny  on  toard  the  Fleet,  iii.  74,  83. 

Toung^  Sir  if^I/iam,  On  Militia  Augmentation  Bill,  i.  191.     Move!  for  Papera 

relative  to  Port  of  London,  i.  139.     On  Wet  Docks,  U.4.    On  Slave  Trade,  ii, 
''^  404.  iii.  144.     On  ParliameDtary  Kcfgrro^  iii.  297. 

i,i 


A^>.- 


3  bios  001  635  021 


NONC!RCUUTING 


Stanford  University  Libraries 
Stanford,  California 


Return  this  book  on  or  before  date  due. 


